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ADVERTISEMENT 


r r T 

1 HE volume on which the reader is here ep^eriug closes the- 
session of 1 804-5. In the Appendix will be found tlie Heport^ . 
entire, of the Select and Secret Committees upon the 10th and 
1 1th llfj)orts of tlie Commissioners of Naval Enquiry J docu-. 
inents preserved, as the Eilitor believes, in nu other work. < Ta ; 
these arc added the Accounts relating to the resources .of th6 
naiimi ; being a regular continuation of the series to be found ; 
in tlie First and Second Volumes of this work. These Documents 
are, of course, exact copies of those laid before parliament; but 
they will be found in no other publication, and the Editor is 
certain that they will prove eminently useful and convenient to 
the reader; to whom, indeed, if his attention be seriously turned 
to subjects of Political Economy, they are indispensably neoes- 
sary. — It is hoped, that this Avill be thought not an improper 
occasion for the Editor to remiixl his readers of the promise 
which, at the outset of the work, he made, of rescuing the Pro* 
ce(;dings of the British Parliament from the disgrace of a slovenly 
and unintelligible mode of publication — a promise, which he 
flatters himself he shall be regarded as having fully performe* 
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house or LOUDS. 

Wedn€,sday^ May 15. 

[Minutes.] On the motion of the 
earl of Daniley, the order for summoning 
the house to-tnorrow on his motion re- 
lative to the navy was discliargecl. He 
stated as his reason for postponing the bu- 
siness, the recent circumstances .which had 
occurred in the naval department, and the 
inconvenience which both noble lords on 
the other bide and some of his own friends 
would fi:el in entering into the debate 
to-morrow, lie should renew his notice 
in the course of next week. — ^'Phe carl of 
Suffolk gave notice of his intention to sub- 
mit to the house a motion relative to the 
state of Ireland. This he felt it his duty 
to do, ill consequence of the contradic- 
tory averments made by nt^le lords on 
that subject, when an important qu€>stion 
concerning the Itoman catholics of that 
country was under discussion two nights 
ago. That due time might be given to 
consider the business, he should fi.x so 
tant a day as this day fortnight for bring- 
ing forward his motion. Some of the mi- 
nisterial lords having come in^ the noble' 
earl added, that the object of his motion 
should be for an address to his majesty, 
praying that he would be pleased to ap- 
point commissioners to go over to Indaiid, 
to investigate into the State of that coun- 
try, and to report to tlieir lordships. His 
Icrdbhip then proceeded to read st passage 
from lord Bacooi, which he thought appli- 
cable to the case. He was then called to 
order by the lord cteticellor, but persist- 
ed ill his right to proceed, and concluded 
VOL V. 


[by moving, that the lords be summoned 
lor this day fortnight.” — Ordered. 

[Conduct or Judge Fox.] Lord 
Auckland j after a few introducKiry obser- 
vations, expressive of the opinion which 
he had frequently stated in the house, 
tlmt the proceedings which obtained last 
session in the case of Mr. Justice Fox were 
incontestibly irregular, moved, “ that the 
entry upon iho journals, of the 5th of July, 
1804, relative to the matters allodged in 
charge against Mr. Justice Fox be vacated.*' 

The Loi'd Chancellor exprebsed his en- 
tire concurrence in this motion of his noble 
friend, and after some couvorsation had 
taken place between these peers, on the 
general sabject of tlie case of Mr. Justice 
Fox, in which the former expressed his 
opinion, that the proceedings began de 
ngvoj ia the present session, the question 
was put, and the erasure accordingly or- 
dered to be made. 

The Lord Chancellor then rose, to pro- 
pose the resolution, of which he lud given 
notice some time since, as decliiratory of 
the general principle upon winch t!ie house 
had hitherto proceeded in the case of Mr. 
Justice Fox. It was imporlant that some , 
principle of this kind.should be authorita- 
tively. laid down, as well with reference 
to the character of the houbc, and to the 
ends of individual and public justice, as 
to. the precedent which the case may form, 
fpr the future direction of the house on 
similar occasions. 'I'he effect of the re- 
solution,' proposed by the noble and learn- 
ed lord, was declaratory of its having been 
the ol^ect of the house, in its proceedings 
hitherto relative to the matters atledged in 
charge against the hou, Luke Fox^ one of 
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Ills majesty’s judges, Sue. vviis to enable 
the house to .form an opinion, whether 
euWeient nmttei' obtained tlicrcin, toground 
a vole for an address to his in.'ijestj^ to 
remove the said Luke Fox from liis judi- 
cial situation. — On this proposition, to 
which lord Auckland, under the circum- 
stances of the case, signified his assent, 
some farther conversation took jihice be- 
tween his lord^ hip and the noble and learn- 
ed lord, in which both these peers rcca- 
itulated several of the opinions they had 
ilberto advanced upon the subject. The 
rffiolution was at length agi-eed to By the 
house. 

The Lord Chancellor resumed the sub- 
ject, He adverted to llic situation in 
which the case stood, ami the propriety, 
in every pc»iiit of view, of their lordships 
coming to a decision upon tlie case as 
soon as its nature would admit. He al- 
luded to the very proper manner in which 
the learned gentlcnmn, who was the sub- 
ject of the discussion, had conducted him- 
self, and to his delicacy in forbearing on 
many occasions to exercise his judicial 
functions, 'i'hc mode hitherto adopted, 
a line of proceeding, w hich, from the best 
principles, referring either to ^ tlie dignity 
and character of the house, the interests 
of the parties concerned, and the end of 
substantial justice he had concurred in, 
>vas necessarily attended with considerable 
expence to the individuals; and, as the 
case stood, not likely to accelerate the 
attainment of the objccls theyi, all had in 
view, a speedy dispensation of justice. Al- 
ter some further observations to this effect, 
his lordship said he should propose, that 
the proceedings of the committee, to whom 
the matter in charge, petitions, ivc, hud 
been referred, should be discontinued, 
and, of course, that the orders niude re- 
specting the same should be discharged. 
The noble lord accordingly moved to this 
effect. After a few remarks from lord 
Auckland, relative to that part of the .pro- 
ceed mgs, the motions were severally agreed 
to by the house. 

The Lord Ckancclhr coutiiiucd his ob- 
setvations upon the case* and dwelt u|x>n 
the propriety, under the circumstances, 
of their lordships coming to a decision 
"upon iti as soon as they consistPiitly could.' 
"He particularly referred to the situation 
in which tliq learned gentkman, wlm was 
the object of neensation, stood. Indepen- 
dently of th(j' great expcnce and iticon- 
vanlaajce which must unavoidably result 


to liiin, his honour and character were 
lit stake. It might have been more con- 
fluci\cto the objects he had referred to, 
were the ijcc’nred hroiiglit flircclly before 
(he Jiou5>e, in the first instance. Under 
the conviction which lie then felt, and tor 
the attain intMit of those ends, which w^ere 
evidently tlie objects of all their lordships, 
he should propose that, “ on Tuesday 
next, the house should go iiilo a com- 
mittee, to consider .of the? matters alleged 
•in charge against Mr, Justice Fox; uikI, 
under the principle he liad repeatedly ad- 
verted to, for the purpose of coiv^sidering 
whether, in the course of the iin(‘?Ugalion, 
there apfienred in proof, sullicienl matii r 
to ground an address to his majesty, for 
the removal of the sai<l judge.'" 'I'lns pro- 
position seemed tomcetlhceoncnrri nrcof 
i Jxird Attckland^ who, under the prin- 
ciples he had alreafly slated, as detei- 
mining his mind upon the subjcf-t, ]).u ti- 
cularly with reference lo the existing sta- 
tutes, and, he conceived, as a condiary, 
flowing incoutestibly from what his learned 
friend proposed, expressed his iuteiiii<ni, 
after the luible and learned lord’s inotiou 
should be disposed of, to move, that it, iu 
the course of the en<|uir\', by the coiii- 
mittco of the whole house, any matteis 
of high crime and iiiisdetneanour should 
come out in proof, the same should not be 
therein proceeded in, but left to the coin se 
pointed out by the law, and the ordinal y 
practice of the house in such occasions. 

The Lord Chancellor^ on the question 
being put on his proposition, which was 
agreed to by the house, expressed his dis- 
approbation of wdiat was proposed by his 
iioiile friend ; in the then situation of the 
case, he considered it as yueinature and un- 
iieqessary : did charges of ihe nature ati- 
verted to appear iu proof, it would be then 
tiine 'iicnough to biing forward .-»ucU a 
mo cion. 

' Lord Auckland shortly answeied for the 
propriety of what he proposed, and which 
he concluded in the shspe of a motion. 

The Lord Ckancclhr, after repeating 
ioine of his objections, said, he thouglit 
the best way would be to put the pre\ lous 
question upon his noble ftieud's motion. 
A eonversatiou ensued, in which carl bpen- 
cer, lorck iilulgrave, vispbunt Carknon, 
and tha. earl of Smiblk,.. participated ; in 
tbe course of which. learned viscount 
supported, geiic^ally^ what fell from the 
ooble lord on the woolsack. 

Lord Alulgrai'c expressed his opinipii. 
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t!)at, iiisteail of ilie previous question being 
put, tlie noble lord's proposition should be 
iirf^iilived ; it st einecl llio general sense of 
tlieir lorclshi])s th;it the matter wlueh form- 
ed the subject of the ]>reseiiL consideration 
should be dr eided ii])Oii as sooji as pos- 
sible ; but fears were t'ntcrtaincd by some 
that it could not begot through this session. 

I^rd ex|)liiined ; after which, 

his motion was, by general consent, dis- 
posed of in a way taulamount to its l>cing 
withdrawn. 

[Umveusities AnvowsoN mu..] The 
order of the day for the third reading of 
this bill being read, 

Lord Suhtouth rob<5, and repealed his 
objections to the pixisciit measure^ lie 
described the provisions of the clause, 
which some time since he had given notice 
of Ills intention to propose, and also given 
an outline, for tlie infontialion of their 
lord&hips. The introduction of this clause 
lie deemed necessary to modify the bill, and 
to counteract, in some degree, those inju- 
rious eti'ecls which he feared won I tf proceed 
from the measure. 'I he gik of the noble 
viscount’s clause was to proliibit the uni- 
versities from purchasing any new aclvow- 
son^ until they had augmented the smal- 
ler livings at present in their disposal, to 
the value of ^2.')OL per amuim each ; and 
which his lordship proposed in the way ot 
rider, 

'I'he Rishop of Oxford strongly opposed 
the noble viscount’s clause, it would go 
to counteract the present measure; and 
he n inarked upon tlie disadvantage of dis- 
cusMng so important a proposition ujmn 
the very last stage of a bill, which bad 
been two months before the house. If 
his lordship was <lelerminod to persevere, 
lie would recommend him to do it, by a 
separate bill, 

I'lic Karl of Svjfoih took the opportunity 
to recommend forcibly the distressed si* 
t nation of the poorer clergy, to the atten- 
tion of their lordships. 

'J'he Rishop of A'/. Asaph OlFered some 
forcible objections to tbe clause, which, he 
argued, would defeat the bill, as . well as 
prove incilieient as to its own objects. 

The Karl of Wesimordand supported 
some of the objections of the rev. prelate. 

I’lie Lord Chancellor delivered his sen- 
timents, and concluded by moving a slight 
amciidmeiit with respect to tiie local ope- 
ration of the clause, which was agreed to, 
by the house.— S mite further ci#iversalion 
on the subject took placc^ after which their 


lordships divided upon the wnended cllause;: 
when there appeared, for its introduqfion^ 
9, against it 9. This equality of numbon*, 
according to the rules of the house, proved; 
fatal to the dause, wliich was, thereforoi ^ 
rejected *— Adjou rned . 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thvfsdaij^ May l(i. 

f Mi\ u T Es.] Sir J . Stewart, accompauU 
cd.by several members, brought np a ines’- 
sage from the house of commons, in pur- 
port recpicstiiig, that tlie carl of St. Vincent 
be permitted to attend on the select com- 
mittee of that house, to wliom the consi- 
deration of the case of sir Home Popham, 
bart. is referred. On the motion of lord 
IIuwkesbury, itwas ordered to be couimii- 
iiicuted to the messengers, that their lord- 
ships would send an answer by iiicsscngers 
of their own ; which was accordingly done 
by the lord clmncellor.— Several private 
bills were brought up from the commons, . 
which were severally read a lirst time.— 
'Fhe bills upon the table were read in their 
several stages. 

[Local Oatub' Bill.] The order of 
the day for the second reading of a bill 
introduced by the earl of Uaduor, “ for 
enabling bodies corporate, in the cases and 
under the restrictions therein contained, to 
obtain the correction ofjocal oaths, admi- 
nistered by tlie said bodies corporate,'* 
being read, the bill was accordingly read a 
second time. . 

1.0 rd J/axvli’csburjf felt it proper to oppose 
the further progress of the bill. What 
their lordships would do, were they to pass 
the bill in (|ucslion, w'ould be to enact a 
general law tor a particular ca.se; a piinci- 
[)lc which be mast always object to. If 
any particular corporation, or body of 
men, felt thomselves aggrieved ur inconve- 
nienced by the mode in which the oaths 
they were obliged to take were dictated, 
let them come to parliament, state the 
specific grievance, and what they conceived 
to be a reasonable nmiody, and he was 
willing to pay every attention to it; but to 
a general law, such as the present bill went 
to enact, in consequence of some dilficultitea 
experienced,, or objections enter tainqcf, to 
the form.of their oaths, by the corporation' 
of a particular place* was what he could 
not consent to. lie should therefore re- 
sist the furllier progress of the bill, " 

. ’I’he Karl of Radnor delondcd the grounds 
on which he brought forward the mCttsure 
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and adverted to some cases in which a cor* 
n^ctioii or alte ration of the oaths was evi- 
dently i.eciiobury. It had bLcn his duty, in 
au office which he had the honour to hold, 
to administer the oaths to certaiu meuibi rs 
of a Cv.i poratioii, parts ol which were posi- 
tive iionseuae, and other parts iru onsisteut 
with, or contradictory to each other ; tht&e 
were refeircd to by tlio noble earl, and 
created some nsibility .111101115 lord- 
ships. There was evtiy proper caution 
adopted in the provisions of the bill, to 
pri veiit any improper use beinj^inadc of it. 
7'lie irjlerveiition of the judges of assi/e was 
required by tlic bill, and, after these, the 
loif* ciutucellor was recurred to, ms el'.eckf 
and controls with respect to proeeedhigs 
under the auihonl v of the Inll ; at tht 
same time, his lordship did not seom wili- 
ing to press the bill. 

The Lord Chancellor w’aa willing to allow 
his noble friend OA’cry credit, as to the jni- 
rity ol his motives in coining forv\ard ; and 
the olyect, which wa«i good 111 itself, wus| 
endeavoured to be attained by tlie purest 
means, but, with his noble friend vvho firal 
frpokc, he rather disapproved of enacting a 
general law', when a remedy was called for 
on the part only of a particular place* He 
thought the mode of application, under the 
c iron in stun CCS of the particular case, for 
redress to the crown, would be a prefera- 
ble mode to that prescribe'd by the bill, as 
well as readier and more unexcejitionable 
mode* Upon the whole, he would beg 
leave to recommend his noble friend to 
withdraw the bill. 

The Earl of Radnor spoke shortly in ex- 
planation ; after which the lord chancellor 
moved, “ that the bill be committed this 
day three inonths," which w^s ordered ac- 
cordingly; and, in consequence, the bill is 
lost for the present session.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMOKS. 

Thursday^ Ma^f iG. 

[Minutes.] Mr. I^ycester reported 
(rain the select committee, to whom the 
tenth report of the commissioners of naval 
. enquiry (respecting .the office of the trea- 
surer of his majesty's navy) is referred, to 
squire into the application of any monies 
issued to the treasurer of the navy for naval 
^rvices to-purposes not naval, and whether 
any and representetions* were made 
to the commissioners of his majesty’s 
treasury, or the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, jrespec ting the withdrawing from the 
banh'auy suxns pf money so issued since 


the passing of the act of 25 Geo. III. c. 31 ; 
and also, into the proceedings had for the 
recovery of the debt due to the crown by 
the late Adam Jeilicoe ; that the comin^tee 
had dircfited him to report to the house, 
that, upon a full consideration of the 
lestrictions and limitations coutuined in 
LUe minutes of conference, it does not ap- 
pear to the committee that they can etlcc- 
tiially or satisfactorily procetid to the exa- 
Tuiuaiion of lord viscount Melville for the 
purjjoses of the niquiiy reft-ned to them, 
without trenching upen the regulations 
under which lord vieconn* Mcisillc has 
l)een permitted to come belore tncin and 
he read the report in his place, and after- 
warda delivered it in at th(! taljle, wLfie 
tlie same was read, Oidercd, that the 
said report (h) lie vq^on the table. — Sir . 1 . 
Stewart mcYoo, iJ'.ii a nu'btage might be 
sent to the lords, rnpicst.ny pcrmii^ML.n for 
loid Sb Viii( <-nt. to li-itend ilic coinmiUce 
I appointed to lake into coi.s’denUion the 
I repairs of the noinney and Sen^il)lp, while 
under tile orders of sir Home Pi>pham, 
Ordered. — Mr, Jluskisson, puisnant to no- 
tice, moved for the appointm^Mit of .i coni- 
mitlee to eonhider how bir it ma\ l)e ex- 
pedient to allow coals to a limitf-d < xtciit 
to be brought to London h'^ the g'-aufl 
,] unction and Paddington Canals, upon 
payment of tlie lame rates and diitas as 
arc now paid on coals brought to the city 
of Loudon coaslwa^s. A convcnatioii 
ensued, in whiclj Mr. Burden desired the 
house to be on their guard against any mea- 
sure of tills nature: in which the committee 
of management of the canals was interest- 
ed, as also against any in’erference with a 
trade which formed so great a nursery for 
seamen. Sir M.W. Ridley declared that the 
proposed measure would strike at the root 
of a trade upon which the employment and 
sppporiof the 100,000 seamen, that were 
now fighting the battles of their country, 
would on she return of peace in a great 
measure depend; and. Mr. Curwen ex* 
pressed a wish that as the subject was of 
importance, a sufficient time would be 
g yen to consider it maturely. ’J’he rom- 
niiltee tvas then appointed. — Admiral 
Markham, pursuant to notice, submitted 
a string of motions, relative the state 
and strength of the navy, the atate of the 
dock-yards, of the stores in the naval ar- 
senals, the number and tonnage of his ma- 
jesty’s navy, the number of ships built in 
his tnajest|r's yards and in private yards, 
the number of ships captured from tho 
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enemy, the expence of prime cost and re- 
pairs of a ship of the line, together 
Willi a variety of other details, connect- 
ed with the naval department during the 
administration of lord St. Vincent and 
since ; all which were agreed to with the 
exception of one, “ for a copy of the 
contract or agreement enieied into by the 
navy board with John Larkin, for a supply 
of foreign timber, dated 15th of May, 
ISOi;’' which, on the suggestion of the 
Cluiuceilor of the Exchequer was with- 
diawn, to prevent the disclosure of the 
sources whence the supply of timber for 
the Biitish navy was derived, with an un- 
df.rstaiKhngg, however, that if it should be 
found necessary, the motion might here- 
iitu r be renewed. — Mr. Johnstone moved 
for ail account of the sums received from 
the bale of old stores, and as droits of ad> 
iniraity, which he conceived to be applica- 
ble lo jniblic purposes, and amounted to 
about 100,0001. Ircin lljc istjan. 1803, to 
tlio latest pci hid the same could be made 
out, together with the application ot the 
sitiuc. TiiC account wi«s ordered, after an 
observation from the chancellor of the 
«x(Jie<juej, that these sums wore not by 
iaw livailaolc to any purposes of the public 
cxpcnditup'. — lA)rd Henry Petty stated, 
th.it, liuui cir. ihijbtaiices which had not 
dci.emhid on hiiribclf, he found himself 
under a ntcessity of postponing the mo- 
tion of which he h^ l given notice fur to- 
morrow', relative lo the places held by lord 
Melville in Scotland; from the advanced 
period of the session, he tliougliL it likely 
tlidl he should not bring forward that mo- 
tion this session, butlh s delay was not to be 
looked upon a.s any abiuidonmeiit of his 
... object.— A petition of Daniel Deiisle 
Brock, esq. one of the jurats of the royal 
court of the island of Guernsey, on behalf 
of himself, and also as the deputy in thirs 
behalf specially appointed by the states of 
the said island, at a meeting of the said 
states on the '.^d day of January last, was 
presented to the house, and read; taking 
notice of the bill for the more eUlectual pre- 
vention of smuggling; and setting forth, 
** that the provisions of the satd bill, ii 
passed into a law^, and enforced in the said 
^island, wiRin many particulars prove high- 
ly oppre^R'e and injurious to Hbe people 
of the said inland ; and therefore praydng, 
in behalf of himself and of the states anti 
people of the said island, that he and they 
may be heard, by their counsel, agents, 
and witnesses, against such pans of the 


said bill as may affect the said i8lan4 of 
Guernsey ; and that the same may not paai' 
into a law, as it now stands.^' Ordered^ 
that the said petition be referred to the 
consideration of the committee of tb9 
whole house to whom the said bill 
committed; and that the petitioner be 
heard, by his counsel, agents, and witnesses, 
before the said committee, upon his peti- 
tion, if he thinks lit.— Mr. Loveden, pur- 
suant to notice, after stating that the 
amount of unclaimed dividends on the 
public funds, at the bank of England and 
south’sea house/ was B00,000l. sterliiig, 
moved, that there be laid before the house 
an account of the amount of dividends 'on 
public funds at the bank and south-sea 
house, receivable on or before the 1st of 
Oct. 1800, and 1802, respectively, ahd 
which remained unclaimed on tlie 31st of ' 
Dec. following. Also, a list of the names 
of such proprietors of property iu the pub* 
lie funds, at the bank of England, or the 
south-sca house, on which dividends are 
due, and now unclaimed. Ordered. 

[Petition or the County or Sureby 

RELATING TO THE lOth N^VAL ReRORT.] 

A petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and 
freeholders, of the county of Surrey, was 
presented to the house, by lord W. Russell, 
and read; setung forth, ** that the peti* 
tioners beg leave to express their unfeigned * 
grutUucle to the house /or the measum 
they have tak«jn towards detecting, and 
bringing to justice, those servants of 
crown who have broken the law, vio- 
lated their trust, and used the pub- 
lic money for purposes of private emolu- 
inent and ambition, and they implore the 
house not to desist from the prosecution of 
those inquiries which they have so honour- 
ably and so successfully begun; and they 
inireut the house to bear in mind how p«t- 
ticntly the pe(.>p!e of England have sustain- 
ed the immense burthens imposed u}X)n 
them, tlie sutterings they have endured, 
and are now enduring, the enormously ad- 
vanced prices of the necessaries of life, and, 
above all, their generous, unsusj)ectingcon- 
tidence at all times in those in whose h^ds , 
the earnings t>f their industry were depCN 
sited ; and that, thankful as the petitioilefB , 
are to the house for having recorded upOB, 
their journals the flagrant br?*ii*;l»s of truH 
committed by unfaithful servants, they beg 
leave most humbly lo represent to the 
house the netessity of guarding against R 
repetition of similar frauds, peculationa, 
and abuses ; uiid that the petitioners, tbcti> 
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fore, entreat the ho^e to investigate 
thoroughly not only the renitiining arti- 
cles contained in the tenth report uf the 
commissioners of nuval empiiry, but also 
the suspicious matters brought forward in 
thftir eleventh report, and likewise; every 
other irregularity mIucIi nmy hereafter be 
discovered by any fuUhtT reports of the 
said commisbionors; and that they will 
tdso institute similar inquiries into the 
expeiidiluro of every otiior branch of 
the rxeciitive government ; and that 
in the progress of these important in- 
vestigations, udiich the expectations of the 
people K’qairo to be rigorously and impar- 
tially pursued, tlie petitioners are persua- 
ded, that the house acting up to the spirit 
of their iTSolutions of the Sth and 10th of 
April, will follow no other counsels than 
tlK)se which shall be dictated by their own 
integrity and discernment; and they hope 
that the <letectiou of men, who are now 
found to liave been in the constant habits 
of misapply iiig the public money, will warn 
the house not to rely too much upon the 
specious professions of their colleagues for 
the punishment of offences, througli which * 
they have themselves derived a corrupt 
support to their own power; and that the 
petitioners trust, rather, the period is at 
length come fit whicjtl tlie representatives 
of the people, returning to the examples 
and the maxims of former times, will shew 
themselves determined to pursue hereafter a 
systcfm of vigilance and jealousy, instead 
of reposing an implicit and indiscriminate 
confidence in the advisers of the crown.” 

[Pkiitiox or TUK City or York iik- 
I.ATTXG TO THF. lOtK NaV.AL UePOKT.] 

A petition of the inhabitants of the city of| 
York, convened, pursuant to request, by 
the right honou ruble the lord mayor, and 
assembled in the Guildhall of the said City, 
on Monday the l.‘3th day of*Muy, ISQ.j, 
was presented to the house, by Mr. L. 
Bundas, and read; setting forth, “ that 
the petitioners feel the deepest gratitude to 
the house for its* patriotic votes on the Hth 
«tid 10th days of April lost, founded on 
the tenth report of the cominissionci's of 
naval enquiry ; the one declaring lord vis- 
count Melville to be guilty of a gross vio- 
lation ‘of the laws, and a high breacb of his 
public duty ; and the other ordering bucU 
resolution to be laid at the foot of the 
thron^iJie whole house attending; the 

P rs are convinced that no act of 
;h of the legislature has ever been 
with more satisiuction by the peo- 


ple of this ronntry than the said votes; and 
they are further convinced that nothing run 
possibly be a greater disappointment to the 
peopk than any remission in the house, of 
the vigorous and necessary effurU with 
which they have thus commcfticcd the career 
of public justice; and that the faithful and 
I digniiicd discharge of the powers vested in 
the commissioners of naval enquiry, their 
indefatigable industr}’, their ^^bolute per- 
severance, their unexampled fortitude, and 
their incorruptible integrity, have demand- 
ed and huv(? obtained the admiration and 
applause of the whole nation ; and a con- 
tinuance at least, if not an extension ot 
the powers vested in them, and also a ge- 
neral enquiry into the conduct of every 
otiier department of (inaiicc^ are csseiitirtlK 
requisite to the prosperity of the llritish 
empire ; and the petitioners anxiously re- 
questor the house, that •vlicuever hereafter 
this subject may come before them, they 
will fix their attention on the obstructions 
to full enquiry, so evidently pointed out in 
the Siiid tenth report the naval commis- 
sioners; and they intreat ihe house that 
they will, in the instilution of other enqui- 
ries into the public expenditure, lake espe- 
cial care that tbc power they shall dcli'galo 
be equal to Us object, both as referring to 
the facility of enquiry and to the integrity 
of those to whom enquiry shall be commit- 
ted ; for the petitioners submit to the liouoO 
whether any thing short thereof will not 
be deemed illusive and unavailing, and 
rather contribute to the continuation than 
the proveiilion of future abuse and pecula- 
tion; and that on all these matters the 
petitioners rcMiuest the house sttiadily to 
pursue wimt they have with so much ho- 
nour begun, and not to relax their efforts 
till guilt, wherever it exists, shall be pur- 
sued to detection, and till exemplary and 
deserved punishment shall have overtaken, 
as well, those W'ho have themselves been 
fmudulent, u$ those who have connived 
at fraud." 

[Continental Convex roxs.] Mr. Cret^ 
rose for the purpose of putting a question 
to the right lion, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer on a subject of great public in- 
terest. On tbc first day uf the session it 
had been ' announced to the h^sc^ in the . 
speech froift the throne, that a ^rcific over- 
ture had been received from France, to 
which his majesty had declined giving any 
direct answer till he should consult certain 
powers on the continent, and particularly 
Russia, with which lie niaiutuiiicd relations 
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of amity and conficknCialintercoarsc. Since 
that, the right hoii. gent, bad stated to the 
liou.se, on the day on which he brought 
forward the ways and means of the year, 
the probability of important co-opemtion 
on tlie continent, for which he then made a 
provision. A considerable interval had 
since ela])sed, yet no communication had 
been made to parliament on the subject, 
lie had abstained hitherto from calling for 
any inforiuation, for the purpose of giving 
his majesty's ministers suflicicnt time to de- 
cide upon the nature of the comraunicatiun 
they might deem expedient to make, lie 
4lid not then press for an answer, nor wish to 
embarra.9s his majesty's ministers, but con- 
sidering the very advanced ]>eriod of the 
session, and the satisfaction some certain 
information on the subject would afford 
the house, he trusted some conmiunication 
would be made before the close of the 
Ecssion. 

Tlie Chancellor of the Exchequer assured 
the house, that, whenever his majesty's go- 
vcrnmf’iil should be enabled to advise liis 
majesty to make such communication, they 
would avail themselves of the earliest op- 
portunity of doing so. Hut certainly tile 
communications between his majesty and 
these, poweiri, were not at pre.serit such as 
to enable hi in to slate any thing with pre- 
cision, and he was sure tlin lion. gent, 
would not expect from him, under such 
circumstances, to make any diiect reply as 
null It r of opinion or conjecture. 

Mr. Eox thought the right hon. gent, 
might at least l»a\e stated, whether there 
was any reasonable hope, lliut a coinrau- 
nicatioii would be made during the present 
session. 

d’lie Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
stated to the house, that the present state 
of the communications between his majes- 
ty’s government and the coatiiiciil, was not 
fuch as to enable him to make any com* 
inunication on the subject with certmnty; 
and that it could not be expected tnmi 
him to advance any thing upon conjecture. 

Mr. Fox observed, that the right hon. 
gent, seemed . to lay much stress on the 
woi d “ certainty.*' Though he might not 
at present be able to make any precise 
communication, he might in some time. 
What communication might be, he 
did not take upon him t(; say. His hon. 
friend had adverted to the advanced pe- 
riod of the session, and the iniporlaocc of 
having some information on this subject 
previous to their separaiion. Though the 


■ r 

right bon, gent, might not» in the present 
instance, be able ..In state any thing with 
certainty, be might at least inform the 
house, whether they might entertain a 
reasonable hope of such a communication 
during the session?— To this no reply was 
given. 

[Military Comtiissiokeus* Bill.] 
The house having resolved itself, into a 
committee on the bill for u{)pointing com- 
missioners to enquire into the abuses in the 
military expenditure of the country, 

The Chancellor of the Elxcheguer said, that 
both in the general plan of the bill, and the 
names of the persons selected for its exc-* 
cution, he had thought proper to folloiir 
the example of the appointment of com- 
missioners of accounts, instituted in. the 
year 178‘2, and whose report was produc- 
tive of so much bench t, and afforded such 
general satisfaction. It must be obvious 
to the house, that in the description of tho 
persons to be appointed on such an impor- 
tant duty, it was necessary to have persons 
every way qualified for the various branches 
it would embrace. It would be indispen- 
•sably necessary to have persons intimat^y 
acquainted with all the details of the sot- 
vice of the army, persons equally conver- 
sant with civil economy, persons who im- 
derstood the laws a^they apply to them^ 
and lastly, persons eluent in the mercan- 
tile line. In this selection, he liad studi- 
ously avoided the names of any jjersohs 
who could be liable to any imputation of 
parly, or of political connexions. Some 
of them w ere personally altogether unknown 
to him, and he judged of' them solely by 
what he knew' or understood of their cha- 
racters and qualifications. For the mili- 
tary details, he should mention an oflicer 
who served vMth higii character under ge- 
nerals Abercrombie, sir ChurlcR Stuart, and 
otb^^rs, with great distinction in that particu- 
lar departfivent, rnajor-gentral Oakes, and 
with him colonel Beckwilli, of the Guards, 

XV hose quulitications could not be disputed. 
For the civil economy, he was induced (o 
propose lieutenant - general Drinkwatcr, 
who, after a long and meritorious profes- 
sional life, had now retired fr<.mi active . 
service, for the legal part,* he should 
mention Mr. Cox, one of the masters in 
chttuccry, and Air. Cummiug. For mcr- 
CiintiJe judgment, Mr. Peters and 
Charles Bo^anqiiet. In mentioning these 
genlleincn, ho spoke of them in terms of the 
highestencomium ; and tbeij* names were put 
from the chair^ and iigreed to unanimously: 
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In reading the bill, when the chairman came 
to the powers vested il^;the commissioners 
appbltited to carry it into execution, the 
words hi the bill are, ‘‘ that they shall en- 
quire into all abuses that do exist within 
the said departments/^ 

Mr. Giles said, he thought these words 
did not afford sufficient scope to the com- 
missioners, as they only went to prevent 
abuses existing at this moment, and not 
to such as have previously existed. He 
would, therefore, move, that the follow- 
ing words be added as an amendment; that 
the Vprds have existed be introduced 
before do exist,’^ by which it would run 
thus ; that they shall enquire into all 
abuses that may have existed, or that do ex- 
ist.” These were the words of the act ap- 
pointing the naval commissioners; and 
they had produced so much benefit to the 
public by their enquiry and reports thereon, 
that be thought this art could not be word- 
ed too nearly like that. 

.Mr. Rose thought if the amendment was 
adopted, it would obli|;c the commissioners 
to go very for back, indeed, and to some 
eircunistances which called for investiga- 
tion. There was one in particular which 
stood upon very distinct ground from all 
tlie rest, namely, the arrears of balances 
in the bauds of the lord Holland, by 
whid) tlie public hal^ustained a very con- 
siderable loss. No less a sum than half a 
million of money i-emained in his hands 
anacGounted for, for eight years after lie had 
quitted his office, until he died, and after- 
wards in tlie hands of his executors for 14 
years ; a sum which, had it been laid 
out in government securities, would, at 
compound interest, have doubled itself in 
the time ; so that, in fact, although a great 
part of the arrear of principal had been 
cleared off, shortly after the expiration of 
14 years, yet the public actually lost by that 
transaction half a million, the interest 
which might have been guin^had the sum 
in arrear been paid into the treasury upon 
lord Holland’s retirement from office. It 
had been said on a< former night, that in 
appropriating the interest of this money td 
their own. use, lord Holland, or his execu- 
tors, Imd violated no statute; but he really 
could^ not conceive how any man could 
wrap himself up in his integrity, and say, 
.w'hile ho was receiving that money,' which 
he knew of right belonged to the public, 
thatvl^ Was guilty of no impropriety, be- 
cavfiMe was not violating a positive law. He 
rei^ meant imthin^ personal to the hoiu 


gent. (Mr. Fox) opposite to him ; but he 
thought it right the committee aiiould have iu 
view the subjects to which it was likely tho 
investigation of this commission would be 
directed ; but that bon. gent, was an exe- 
cutor of the lute lord Holland, and, together 
\yith a gallant officer, his brother, and his 
nephew, then a minor, the persons who shar- 
ed the profits arising from the sum in arrear 
for so many years after lord Holland’s death. 
He reminded the house of tliese circum* 
stances merely to shew, that where so con^ 
siderable a loss as half a million had ac« 
tually been sustained by tlie public, no im- 
putation of criminality whatever was al- 
lowed to attach to the persons who shared 
in the profits of that transaction; while, 
in the case of lord Melville, lately before 
the house, though not one shilling of loss 
was sustained by the public in any of the 
transactions with whi' h the name of that 
noble lord was implicated, yet every de- 
gree of odium and condemnation wa^ cast 
upon him. 

Mr. Fox was very willing to believe the 
! right hon. gent, could mean nothing perso- 
nal to himself ; but he begged to observe, ^ 
! that as the subject alludoci to by the right 
hon. gent, had been laid before, and fully 
investigated by the former commissioners of 
accounts, who had reported their opinion 
to the house thereon, he should have 
thought the business then finally closed, 
and that it would be rather odd now to 
appoint new commissioners again to consi- 
der that subject, and to enquire into the 
conductor tlie former commissioners. As 
to himself, he was free to acknowledge he 
had been appointed one of the executors to 
the will of Ills late fdllier, but so soon as he 
learned that there was such an arrear, he 
himself, for motives now not necessary to 
explain, (had declined to act as an executor 
any longer. He would not pretend to say 
tha. the person on whom that office de- 
volved, had not derived any considerable 
emoluments from the money in hand, or had 
been guilty of any misconduct, yet lie 
would assure the right hon. gent, that lie 
bad never received one shilling of those 
profits. He had attended before the former 
commissionersof accounts, and* was ready to 
do 80 before the present, if required ; not 
had heatiy objection to the fullest enquiry ; 
and lie was convinced, the gallant officer, 
bis relation, now lieutenant-governor of 
Gibraltar, would be ready to give every 
satisfaction to the same efi'ect, and to shew 
lie never received a shilling. 

5 
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Mr. Rose nnswered, he most religiously 
believed what the hon. member now said, 
but till now he always understood that tlie 
hon. member, the gallant officer Ins rela- 
tion, and the minor his nephew, were the 
persons who received the whole of the 
oiiioliuncnts aiising from the half million, 
as the legatees of the late lord Holland, 
and the hon. gent, was hiniselt' the aetting 
executor. 

iMr. F(y.v explained, that Ins father, after 
some legacies to his brother and himsell, j 
had appointed his niolla r residuary le- 
gatee to his personal estate ; that his mo- 
ther, who died in a few weeks after, had 
made him her executor, and beqiu-ithed 
her paitof his father’s legacy to the gal- 
lant offictfr, to himselt, and to his nephew. 
But as no part of tla* legacy could accrue 
to his inotlier's right, nor to his own, until 
all the debts of bis latlicr, and more espe- 
cially this arrear, was deal ed off', the whole 
of lord Holland's ])ersonal effects had been 
paid over to the new exec utors for the pur- 
jiosc, and not one six[)encc' bad been re- 
ceived by himself or the other legatees to 
this hour. 

JMr. (Jeorge Ponsonhf said, ho was <]iiiie 
suie the right hon. gent, was perfectly sin- 
cere w lien lie professed to mean nothing per- 
sonal tohi-5 hon.ii lend, in re% i-sing tlx* .subject 
of lord Holland's an cars. Froin the tenor 
of the right hon. gcnit.’s speech, the com- 
mittee must be perfectly ct»nviiu:e(l lie 
could nut mean aii> thing jiersrmal to his 
hon. friend. It must lie equally obvious that 
the riglu hon. member liad i.ot inlroduci'd 
tlie subject with any view* whatever to vin- 
fli( ale the cdiaracter of lord Melville from 
those censures which parhamont had un- 
furtuiiately ifiouglit pn»per to c.ist upon his 
conduct. Xo such thing ! And so con- 
\ meed was he 2 of the perU ct purity and dis- 
inten'stedness of the right hon. gent.'s in- 
Icnlums in both cases, that lie relietl upon 
It juht as implicitly in the one instance as 
in the other. He believed the one state- 
ment exactly us much as he did the 
other ! 

*W\Q ChanceUur of the Exehequrr felt him- 
self called upon to repeat, that as far as he 
had been able to discover, the public had 
not suffered the smallest loss from the con- 
duct of lord JMelvilIe. With regard to 
the transaction which had bi.cn alluded to 
(lord Holland's accounts) it would certain- 
ly bo unfair to try it now by inlcs which 
liad been established since that time. Tlieie 
was at that time u prevailiiig custoiii which 
VoL. V. 


in some measure justified the conduct of 
that nobleman, aud ^f he was unwilling to 
reflect severely on the living, much less 
w'iis he disposed to reflect on the menroty of 
those who are no more. 'I ho proceedings 
which he now wished to institute were for 
remedial, and not vindictive purposes. He 
himself coneoivcfl the only true and fair 
(ibject of the enquiry to be, the detection 
of any abuses tliat really do exist, with a 
view to the adoption of remedial measuro.s, 
and the prevention in future of such 
abu'-cs; but he appealed to the candour of 
the committee, whether such a bill as the 
amendment proposed b/ the hon. gent« 
would render the present bill, namely, a 
bill to enquire rojtrosjfec lively into tlie 
whole expenditure of the army for a se- 
ries of years past, without any charge of 
oriminaliry, any allegations against any in- 
dividual in any department, or any allega- 
tion lliat any proof whatever existed of 
criminality or misconduct any where, but 
mere ly with ri view to seek out for causes 
of complaint, or trifling charges of irre- 
gularity. He would not pretend to say no 
irregularity had occurred, no defalcations 
or frauds had taken place, in the enormous 
expenditure of a great nation like this, 
during the course of a very expen.^ive and 
wide-extended war. The utmost stretch 
of the most consummate talents, occupiieci 
in the management of public affairs, could 
not, by any exertion of vigilance of which 
man is capable, prevent the occurrence of 
some irregularities. But w hat men of cha- 
racter and tidents, with any feelings of; 
sensibility or honour, could be tempted by 
any emolument^i, however liigh, attached to 
any situation, to undertake hnjiortunt de- 
l>artiiient.s, if they are to apprehend that 
at the end of ten, fifteen, or twenty years, 
the whole ofiheir accounts and official pro- 
<*cedi. gs are to be lan&acked, in order to 
search for causes of complaint lor miscon- 
duct or iregularity ; after numberless cir- 
cumstances, material to their vindication, 
are effaced fioni memory, and many of the 
most material witnesses no lunger in exist- 
ence ? He thought, therefore, enquiry into 
the past, to any remote period, w^as wholly 
useh.ss in any remedial point of view; and 
that It was only to existing abuses that en- 
quiry should be directed, in order to p're- 
sent remedy and future prevent mn. 

Mr, jyhithread said, it w'as well known 
to the right hon. gent, that the powers of 
the commissioners of naval enquiry were 
relrospeLtive; if they had not been so, they 
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would not have produced that report, 
which was undoubtedly of the first impor- 
tauc«^ Uie public. It could not be su]>> 
posed "that the commissioners, who were 
gentlemen of high chararti^r, and named by 
‘ ihe niinibter himself, would be persons to re- 
present with harslincbs those abuses ami ir- 
regulaiities which retdly proceeded from the. 
pressure of business, and not iiom LuiTupl 
motives. Those persons who hud acted with 
honest motives, had n-oti^lng to lear from 
an enquiry, and those udio had not, were 
in his opinion objects for censure and pu- 
nishment. 'Ihe right lion. gent, was mis- 
taken when he said there auo no allegation 
or surmise that could wan ant such an cii> 
quiry. I'herc wore strong surmises and 
suspicions, that in many of the niiiiiary 
departments, and particiihiiiy in the bar- 
rack department, gross abust^s hud existed. 

Mr. Grey thought the course which was 
most remedial of existing abuses, was the 
punishment of corrupt delinquents, in order 
that their example might serve as a warn- 
ing to prevent others from committing the* 
like offences. He wondered tliat the hoii. 
gent. (Mr. Rose) who had been so long in 
office, and who now j^rofessed himself such 
fiLn enemy to abuses, hud not sooner brought 
forward the consideralion of the transac- 
tion to wiiicb he had alluded. 

Mr. Rose said, the account of the late 
lord Holland was still ojien, and the ba- 
lance was not yet paid. He never wished 
to screen delinquents, and wlien he voted 
for a committee to enquire inlo the conduct 
of lord Melville before they pronounced 
him guilty, ho liad voted for that which 
would have thrown the greatest light ujion 
the transaction, and which would have 
given the house the benclit of lord Mel- 
ville’s examination, which they hud not at 
present. 

^Ir. Fox said that although it was un- 
pleasant for iiirn to be obliged to speak 
upon the subject, it \vas but fair to state 
that lord Holland’s account was nearly 
closed, and the balance, which was now 
but small, bore an interest. It might be 
•trusted to the discretion of the comnils- 
«ioners to report on past abuses, only as 
far as it appeared to them material. In 
the late report on the conduct of the trea- 
surer of the navy, it had appeared that a 
retrospective view was necessary, even for 
remedial purperses; and if it had not been 
for this retrospective view, the tenth report 
would ncvcT have made its appearance. 

Itie Chancellor tile Exchequer had no 


objection to a retrospective -view of those 
abuses which it appeared to the commis- 
sioners material to invesdgatc. His objec- 
tion was to the' obliging them by the im- 
perative words of the clause, to spend their 
lime in investigations that would appear to 
them ininmlerlal. Ho was therefore dis- 
posed to acquiesce with the gentlemen on 
the other side of the house, in leaving this 
to the discretion of the commissioners. 
But in order to do this, he thought it ne- 
ccsbary to alter the wording of the clause 
pro]>osed, and instead of saying “ they 
shall enquire into the abuses which now 
exist and have existed," to introtiuce ex- 
press words'that should give them this dis- 
cretionary power. He therefore mo\ed as 
ail amendment, tliat these words should Ije 
added, as far as they shall deem it neces- 
sary." 

ilr. Serjeant Best considered the amend- 
ment to explain some reasonable limitation 
in point of time ; and such must be the con- 
stniclion put upon it by any court of law, 
or by the commissioners. 

The Aitor/iey-General said, that his learn- 
ed friend had mentioned no precise limita- 
tion. 

Mr, Smith preferred using the words of 
the act appointing the naval commis- 
sioners, which hud already been acted 
iqjon. 

Tlie Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
tliat the words “ as now exist," had been 
proposed to be amended by the addition 
I of “ or have existed ;** and proposed to 
amend this farther by saying “ such as have 
existed, or shall seem proper to them to be 
enquired into." 

j Mr. Whitbread objected to it, as the 
coni'nissioncrs of naval enquiry had acted 
with discretion under the act appointing 
I them. 

Mr. Fox thought e.xperience on such 
SI bjects better than argument, and particu- 
larly in the choice of words in an act of 
parliament, where there was any matter of 
doubt. He, therefore, preferred taking 
the words that had been used before. He 
thbught tho act should be imperative in 
the first instance, to enquire into abuses 
where they do exist. 

Sir W> Burroughs contended, that the 
words ought to be express and particular, 
great inquisitorial powers are entrusted to 
the commission ; and there were not strong 
official grounds laid for this commission, 
as there was in the case of the navy, 

Mr. Fox thought the duty of enquiry 
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jfiould be made imperative ; and then the 
discretion given respecting the examination 
of abuses that luul taken place. 

Mr. Hileif Addington said, that he was 
not at all satisfied by the arguments he had 
heard from the Ijon. gent, who spoke last 
(Mr. Fox). According to him, the expe- 
rience of the conduct of the naval commis- 
sioners, of which no one could (expect liim 
to speak but in the most favouiable terms, 
was enough to prove, that no other com- 
missioners could possibly go beyond what 
discretion would warrant, under an impe- 
rative clause of an act of parliament. lie 
entirely approved of the alteration pro- 
posed by his right hon. friend, and thought 
it a great improvement on the former act, 
and that it w‘ould completely answer all 
the same purposes. Perhaps, in giving 
this opinion, he might be charged with 
meaning to give protection to those who 
might be suspected of public delincpiency ; 
a charge which had been most unjustly and 
unwarrantably made against him, and tluise 
with whom he acted, in consequence of a 
vote given on a former occasion. Of that 
vole he had not lepeiited; and was satis- 
fied, with great deference to the opinion 
of a majority of the house, that it was a 
correct and a just one. 'I’he debate on 
that occasion had not been on the merits 
of the case ; if it had, ho shouM lu t have 
shrunk from giving an uiire'^i'rved and ex- 
plicit opinion; it was merely, whethm* the 
whole of the charges ought, or ouglit not, 
to be referred to a committee. It iiad ap- 
peared to him most becoming Uk’ modera- 
tion, the libeiidity, and the justice of the 
house, ST) to have decided ; and no jiussi- 
ble inconvenience could have resuked from 
it. It would have been analogous to all 
criminal proceedings in courts of justice, 
where no decision was ever taken before 
all the charges had been gone throng. 
even though part of the cdiarges had been 
admitted to be true by the defendant. He 
could not help adverting lo tbis'subjort, 
on which he tliought there had been iimch 
misrepresenlalion, lor which there was no 
pretence or foundation. 

Admiral Markhatn supported the amend- 
ment />f Mr. Giles, and thought 175^2, a 
reasonable period to go back to. — On a 
division the numbers appeared for Mr. 
Giles’s amed meats, 4f.'2 ; against it 90 . 
Majority 06 *. 

Mr. Giles wished to have inserted in the 
obligation to answer questions, the word 
♦‘lawful" in order to omit the specific pro- 


vision against self-crimination, which /fap 
considered as a libel on the common law. 

; The Chancellor of the Exchequer proferretjl 
retaining the spi'cific provision, after th^ 
example of the act of naval enquiry. 
The originnl words were aih)vic<l to stand. 
Mr. Giles wished some provision to compel 
persons in the situation of Mr. Sprat* to 
answer. The Cliancellor said every per- 
son was obliged lo answer vlio was 
cerned with the public money. Mr. Grey 
supported Mr. Cklcs’s proposition. Mr. 
Bragge Ihilliursl thought some provision 
necessary m this case. The original words 
were allowed to stand, and after some fur* 
ther conversation, the report was ordered 
to be received to-morrow. — Adjourned. '* 

HOUSE OF Loans. 

Friday, May 17- 

[Minutes.] The royal assent was given^ 
by coiniiiission, to the Irish Bank Token 
bill, Irish Promissory Notes, Irish Post' 
Roads, and Scots Excise OiTiccrs bill, and 
to twtnly-six bills of a private or local 
tlescriptiun. — Mr. Alexander presented 
from the commons tlie I.andTax Commis- 
sioners Nkimebill, the Property 'Pax Amend- 
ment bill, and the Irish First Fruits bill, 
wlmdi were" hcverally read a first limc.-^ 
The call of Ihirn!v‘y acquainted their lord- 
ships that he should, on Friday next, bring 
forward the motion, of which he had for- 
merly given notice, lespecting the naval 
docimienis u|/ori the table, and moved that 
tl;e lords be sunuiionod tor that day. Or- 
dered. — Lord Auckland ob‘''erved, that 
\erv link* had been done in consequence 
of the repoj L < 1 ’ the coiiiiiiittcc of the last 
session, towards improving their lordships^ 
lioii.^e, uu«l icAdcring the precincts thereof 
more coi: mod ions, save the erection of 
one .Xfkl.lionai hre-placc. llis noble and 
leal ned friend on the woolsack far front 
being uflequiiLely accoimuoilated ; and the 
learned etmt., the principal clerk, had no 
proper place to transact his part of the busi- 
ness! in, except he opened his own bouse 
for tluit purpose. What he intended tor 
propose was, the appointment of a com- 
uiiltce of their lorflshij)s, under an order 
similar to that of last session. He then 
moved, “that a committee he ap|X)inted 
to consider of the best means of more ef- 
fectually lighting and warming the house; 
improving the precincts thereof, and rU- 
movipg all nuisances in the approaih* 
es to the house." Th^^^motiou was agreed 
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to, and Thursday next fixed for the ap- 
pointment of the comniitlcG. — Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Fridaj/f May \7* 

[Minutes,]* A message from the lords 
by the deputy usher of the lilack Rod re- 
quired the attendance of the house at 
their lordships' bar, where the royal assent 
was given by commission to the Irish Loan 
act, the Irish Post Roads act, the Irish 
Promissory Note act, the Irish Dollar 
Token act, the Scoicli Excise Office act, 
and several private acts. — On the third 
reading of the bill for allowing a salary to 
the chairman of tlie session of Stalford 
Hundred in the country of Laiicastiir, ob- 
jections were made by sir Robert Buxton 
aiid Mr. Shaw Lefevre, on the ground 
that it was a bail precedent. I’lic bill was 
' defended by t clone 1 Stanley and lord Stan- 
ley. The gallery was cleared for a divi- 
sion, and the doors remained shut for a! 
considerable time, during which the de- 
bate continued. We believe an amend- 
Micnt was proposed in the coinmittec,for 
on re-open ing of the galkrv, wo found the 
bill was ordered to be read a thirri time 
this day se^might, by a majority of 4y to 38. 
— LordCastlereagh, pursuant to the notice 
he gave last night, moved that leave be 
given to bring in a bill to amend and ren- 
der more effectual the act for establishing 
and erecting public infirmaries in Ireland. 
His lordship was induced to make this 
motion from a conviction of the great iu- 
conveniency sustained by the poorer clus- 
S('i8 of people, from the distance they often 
were from those hospitals^ and meant that 
the bill, among other regulations, should 
remedy that evil by providing for the es- 
tublishrneiR of dispensaries at proper dis- 
tances. Sir John Newport wished that an 
accurate enquiry should be made into the 
mode of conducting those county hos- 
pitals, as he was. convinced great abuses 
existed in that quarter, and that the funds 
' were* not unfrequently converted into pur- 
poses of private emolument. Leave was 
then grun ted, and a committee appointed 
to draw up the bill. — On the motion of lord 
Stonlcy, a return of the number of the 
inthtlsi' who have volunteered into the re- 
^ula^^iervtce, specifying the number from 
^tj|»regiment and the kind of force they 
as artillery, marine, &c. wiks | 
Cipevey gave notice that! 


on Monday next he would move for an 
account of the salaries of the judges of the 
admiralty. — ^I'he Iiish spirit duty bill went 
through a coiniiiittee, and the report is to 
be received on Monday. — On the motion 
of Mr. Foster, the house went into a com- 
mittee of ways and means. A stamp duty 
uf 3d. was impobed on banker's checks 
under 51. in order to prevent them from 
getting into circulation. Policies of in- 
surance in Ireland were made chargeable 
at 2s. 6'd. percent, as in England. The 
report to be received on Monday. 

[Petition from Noupolk respect- 
ing TUB TENTH NaVAL RePORT.] A 
petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and 
freeholders of the county of Norfolk, con- 
vened by the high sheriff’ of the said coun- 
ty, at tile castle of Norwich, in the shire- 
I house there, on Tuesday the 14-lh day of 
I May 1805, was presented to the house, 
and read ; setting forth, “ that the peti- 
tioners heg leave to express their gratitude 
I to die house for the steps which they have 
already taken towards the detection and 
punishment of those servants of tlie crown 
who have defied the laws, broken their 
trust, and applied enormous sums of the 
public rqoney to their own corrupt pur- 
poses of emolument and power ; and that 
in the name of a loyal and sufl’enng people, 
the petitioners implore the house not to 
rela.x in their exertions ; they intreat them 
to consider how patiently the petitioners 
have seen millions adde^ to millions of the 
national debt, the rapid advance in every 
article of consumption, their’ burthens in- 
creasing, and their means of bearing them 
diminishing, in the just hope that whilo 
engageii in extensive wars what they con- 
tributed with cheerfulness would be be ap- 
plied with fidelity, and as the law expressly 
directed ; and that faithful to their first 
di'ties, the house have recorded, by the 
resolutions of the Sth and lOtb of April, 
that the people of England have been gross- 
ly wronged by lord Melville ; and the pe- 
titioners humbly represent to the bouse 
the necessity of effectually protecting the 
nation against future depredations; and 
tiierefore praying the house, first, to in- 
vestigate and sift to the bottom the re- 
maining charges of abuse in tlie applica- 
tion of the public money, contained in 
the tenth report of the commissioners of 
naval enquiry, secondly, to examine mi- 
nutely into the nature of those irregulari- 
ties brought to light in the eleventh report 
of the Boid commissioners, and likewise 
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whatever may appear culpable or suspi- 
cious iu any of their future reports : third- 
ly, to institute immediate and rigorous 
enquiries into the expenditure of every 
other department of executive govern- 
ment ; and that in performing these acts of 
necessary and expected j.ustiee, the peti- 
tioners are persuaded that the house will 
take no other guides than its own wisdom 
anr). resolution ; and that, warned by tho 
example of detected guilt, and awake to 
the frauds which have been practised upon 
their own facility, as well as upon the pu- 
blic purse, the house will perceive the ne- 
cessity of resorting to those principles 
which prevailed in the better days of our 
constitution, and of acting upon a system 
of vigilance and jealousy m preference to 
one of blifid and implicit confidence in 
ministers." — Ordered, that the said peti- 
tion do lie upon the tabic. 

[Petition of the House of Keys 
AVD Inhabitants ok the Isle of 
Man, rkspectino the Duke Atholi/s 
Claim.] A petition of the house of Keys, 
of the Isle of Man ; and also, a petition of 
several inhabitants and proprietors of es- 
tates wdthin the Isle of Nian ; were seve- 
rally presented to the house by Mr Cur- 
wen, and read ; setting fosih, “ that the 
peo|)le of Man not being represented in 
fiarliament, the petitioners hope, that 
when a measure affecting them and their 
posterity is introduced nito the house, 
they may be deemed peculiarly entitled 
to its protection; and that the centrical 
position of the isle, and the comparatively 
low rate of duties paid to the feudaMord, 
made the isle the place of de[)06it for con- 
traband goods for the purpose of clandes- 
tine conveyance to the neighbouring coasts 
—the privilege of subordinate sovereignty 
being thus abused, by which the feudal 
lord benefited equally with the trader, the 
necessity of re-acquiring it became obvi- 
ous; and the treasury was therefore autho- 
ri2ed, in the year 17^6, to purchase the 
isle from the then proprietors : in the year 
1735 the Atholl family became possessed 
of the isle ; and from that time it would 
seem that the proprietors expected to sell, 
until the year 176 * 5 , when the bargain was 
concluded between the treasury and the 
then duke and duchess of Atholl, for 
70,000 1 , the sum asked by the noble pro- 
prietors ; and that this bargain received 
the sanction of parliament ; and besides 
the price required, his majesty was pleased, 
ns an act of gracious bounty, to bestow on 


the duke and duchess a pension of S, 000 U 
a year upon the Irish establishment ; adul 
that the late duke of Atholl surviving this 
sale about nine years, made no complaioE' 
of inadequacy of price ; and the present 
noble petitioner, for sixteen years after the 
death of the late duke, although the houso 
have witnessed other measures on his pait 
designed* to afl'ect the isle, yet no disco- 
very appears to have been made of this 
alledged inadequacy; and that in the year 
175)0 a bill, assuming the possibility of Chhi 
inadequacy, was, indeed, laid before the 
liouse, but it was afterwards withdrawn; 
and that in the year ISOl application was 
made to his Majesty for further compen- 
sation, which was referred to the privy 
council, and by them to the then attorney 
and sollicitor general, whose report and 
that founded on ex parte evidence, the 
titioners have reason to believe was against 
this claim ; the petitioners, then, viewin|^ 
this compact between parties in stations so 
elevated, thus deliberately and advisedly 
made, thus solemnly ratified, thus long 
acquiesced in, thus confirmed by the oc-*' 
ceptance of additional royal bounty, wliich 
has alrearly doubled the price demondedi 
do most humbly enquire, if such a com- 
pact, forty years after its completion, be 
suffered to be questioned, what then is 
sacred and binding between man and niaaf 
and that the revenue of the island has 
I been greatly increased within these few 
years by additional duties laid on importa^ 
tions by the British parliament at the re- 
commendation of the duke of Atholl, and 
with a view, as it now appears, to the pre- 
sent application. If this increased revende 
IS to be made subject to a rent-charge pay- 
able to his grace, the petitioners cannot 
consider iliese additional duties iu any 
(ithiT light than a direct tax on the people 
for his grace’s private advantage; and 
therefore praying, that they luay be heard 
by their counsel against the imposing oa 
the revenue of the Isle of Man any heredi- 
tary rent-charge or other burthen in fa- 
vour of the duke of Atholl.’^ And the said 
petitions were severally ordered to lie upon 
the table. 

[Military Commissioneks*Bill.] Om 
the report of thir bill being brought iip^ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that the object of the amendment con- 
tended for last night was, iu his opinion, 
not suflicieDtly provided for by the words 
that were culopted ; and, be should there- 
fore propose an amendment upon the former 
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one, to this effect : ‘‘ That the commis- 
sioners be directed to enquire into any 
;pro/its made by persons in office, holding 
sums, or balances of public money in their 
hands, or by any agents or other persons 
on their account/’ 

Mr. Grej/ acquiesced in the proposal ; 
but having observed that the military hos- 
.pita), academy, and Asylum, were spcci- 
iied, he suggested tliat l!ie medical board 
ahould also be included. 

Mr. Fqj; was of opinion, lliat instead of 
.leaving any enquiry into former abuses to 
the discretion of the commissioners, as 
the bill did, were any distinction to be 
made, the reverse should rather be the 
case. ^Matters of form, and such as wen' 
of secondary moment, n\ight be fairly left 
to their discretion ; but it was singular to 
leave it to their option whether tliey were 
at all to do that which oughl ju ojierly to 
be enjoined them as a duty. The enquiry 
should at least, lie thought, go as far back 
as the year 1793, and though the extent of 
it might be left to their discretion, yet the 
enquiry itself sliould not be made a pro- 
viso. 

I'he Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
against any limitation in respect to time, 
and was not altogether uinvillmg, which 
he apprehended would meet pretty nearly 
the honourable gentleman’s idea, that the 
eoinmissiouers should be dircctod to cii> 
quire into former abuses as far as they 
sliould tliink expedient, leaving both the 
time, the degree, and iiiuimer of en- 
quiry, discretionary. — These amendments 
were severally agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be read a third time on Tues- 
day next. 

(Naval Commissioxeus' Renewal 
Bill.} On the report of this bill being 
brought 11 j), 

Admiral Markham proposed that as 
Chelsea Hospital was included in the bill 
for military eiiquir^', this bill should in like 
manner embrace Greenwich Hospital as 
.a subject of enquiry. 

'rhe Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that as this ainendment affected the origi- 
nal form of the bill, it would for that pur- 
pose be necessary to rc-commit it, and 
mov^d the committee accordingly. — ^'i'he 
house having rcsumi'd, the report was 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read 
a third time on Tuesday next. 

. [laiau Election Bill.] The house 
went into a committee on the Irish election 
bill. On the first clause being read. 


I Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald expressed hia 
opinion, that there was no necessity for 
hurrying the bill forward with so much 
I precipitation, especially as it was one of 
the provisions of which the people of Ire- 
land were utterly ignorant, and which 
went to disfranchise a nuinbor of indivi- 
duals. He therefore moved, that the 
chairman do leave the chair. 

Mr. G. Fonsonhu seconded the motion, 
and said he would willingly allond the hon. 
gent, who brought forward this bill (colonel 
Bagwell), and give him every assistance 
in Ins ))ower, to make the bill as perfect 
as possible, on eouditiun that it should 
;du;i*»vards be piinted, and submitted to 
the people of Ireland for their considera- 
tion; till the next sessions. — A very long 
and desultory conversation then ensued, 
with respect to the registry of freeholds, &c. 
in Ireland. The (|ucstioii, being, however, 
loudly called for, a di\isiou took place on 
the question that the chairman of the com- 
mittee do leave the cluiir ; on which there 
ajipcared, ayes, 1 9 ; noes, 35 ; majo- 
rity, 1(). 'riie committee then proceeded, 
and went through the several chiiisi s of 
the bill, in which several verbal aniend- 
mcnls were introduced, and several clau- 
ses totally orpittod, 'i'he report was then 
received, and tlio bill onlered to be printed 
and taken into iurtlior consideration on 
\V ednobday next. — Adjourned. 


* HOUSE OF Lonns. 

Monday^ May 20. 

[Minutes.] Their lordships proceeded 
further in the appeal Redinglon u. Reding- 
ton. Mr. Ivoniilly was heard in continua- 
tion, and Mr. Agar on bi half of the re- 
spondent, — On the second reading of 
Moore's Divorce bill, Mr. Adam was heard 
on the part of the applicant, and evidence 
was examined to prove the iaet of adultery 
CO* niitted by Mrs. Moore. After which* 
the bill was ordered to be committed on 
Friday. — The Land Tax Commissioners 
Name bill, the Property Tax Amendment 
bill, and Irish First Fruits bills were read 
a second time. — ISIr. Alexander brought up 
llie Irish Commonable Lunds b 11, the Slate 
Duty bill, the Pancras Poor hill, and several 
private bills, which were all read a lirsttime* 
On the Insh Commonable Lands bill, the 
lord chancellor said, he felt it his duty to 
call most emphatically their lordships’ n.';st 
serious and cautious attention to the mea- 
sure. It was a bill which went, or rather 
attempted,. to divide and partiaoii, by one 
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sweeping act, the common lands of Ire- 
land. It seemed to proceed upon an as- 
sumption, that it was as easy a matter to 
parcel out and divide those lands, as it 
would be to divide an estate between three 
or lour moinbcrs of a family. In the bill 
before them, Hit rc seemed to be no atteii- 
liou paid to the rights of lords of manor ; 
no regulations with respect to tithes or 
modules ; no provisions with respect to 
roads, or other iudosurcs, which, in tins 
country, were, upon the particular case^ 
arising, made the subject of separate bills; 
no provisions for reference to juries, with 
respect to contingent questions of private 
or individual property arising, in that most 
of those necessary provisions or regulations 
which were uniformly mtrodufed into bills 
of the kind in this country, were omitted, 
and this, in a general bill, wliirli professed 
to do that, which was made the subject 
of distinct and separate legislative mea- 
sures in this part of the united kingdom. 
1’hese were coiibidcralions which their 
lordships would have most seriously ‘to 
attend to, when the bill should come to be 
road a second lime. For his own part, ho 
felt these objections to the nioasurc so 
strongly, tlial he could not sulfer it to go 
even through its hist stage, without expres- 
sing them, 'rhe bill lies over for a st^cond 
reading, — ^^I’he Earl of Radnor, moved, 
that the recent message from the commons 
respecting the attendance of the Earl of 
St. Vincent/ on the select committee of 
that house, be taken into considenuion to- 
morrow. Ordered. — Adjourned. 

110 VSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, May iiO. 

[INIinutes.] On the motion of colonel 
Stanley, the committee to wlioin the peli- 
ticni of the duke of Atholl had been refer- 
jed, were empowered to report their pro- 
ceedings to the house from time to lime. — 
Mr. Creevey moved fur an account of the' 
salaries, fees, and cmoliftneiits of the ad- 
mirally court, the register court, and tlie 
marshal court. The reason was, that the 
cmohiments had increabed to a great de- 
gree of late years, and he thought that these 
courts ought to be separated. Sir William 
Scott observed, that he had nut thosuiallest 
objections to this; but it w’ould be recol- 
lected, that he had no emolument from 
sitting in the appeal court, and that h< 
only sat there as a privy counsellor. Mr. 
Corry paid a high compliment to the abi- 


lily and attention of the hon. baronet, and 
said that it would be matter of regret to 
every nation in Europe, if he should not 
be permitted to act in the court in ques- 
tion. lie saw no sufficient ground for the 
motions, and therefore would oppose them. 
Dr. Eauience admitted the right of any 
member of parliament to move for the 
accounts of the state of any public office, 
and it was almost a matter of course ta 
grant them. But this was a court of judi- 
cature, and soiiin strong grounds ought to 
be laid, before such accounts could be grant- 
ed. The emoluments might be greater, 
because there was nif)re business. But 
this was not a reason of itself for any new 
regulation. After a few words from sir 
Will. Burroughs, Mr. Sturges Bourne, Mr, 
Cieevey, the Attorney-General, and Mr. 
Vansitiart, the motions were put and ne- 
gatived. — Mr. Johnstone, from the office 
of the chief secretary of Ireland, presented 
an account of the number of game licen- 
ces issued in that country; which was or- 
dered to be printed. — On the motion of 
Mr. Iluskisson, it was ordered, that there 
be laid before the house an account of the 
sums remaining unapplied, of the grants 
for naval service in 1800, on tlic Ist of 
September, in that year ; and also of the 
sums actually paid in September, October, 
and November, of that year, as likewise 
1801. — ^Ir. lluskisson presented a copy 
of the orders given by the lords of the 
treasury to Claude Scott, esq. relative to 
the sale of neutral prizes.— The French 
Wino Duty bill was read a third lime and. 
passed#— Tlie Spanish Wine Duty bill was 
read a second time and ordered to lae 
committed, — The further consideration 
of the report of the committee on the 
bill for regulating the office of pay- 
master of the forces was postponed' to 
Wednesday. — i\Ir. Alexander brought 
up the report of the committee of ways 
«wid means, which was agreed to.— 
A short conversation took place on the re- 
Jbolulioii respecting the stamp duty on 
banker’s checks in Ireland. Mr. Foster 
explained that it was not his intention to 
lay a 'tax upon banker’s checks; he merely 
meant to prevent a practice w'hich pre- 
vailed in Ireland, and which was injurious 
to the revenue ; the practice to which he 
was, that of making banker’s checks 
small sums negotiable instruments, like 
ijills of exchange. If they were actually 
bills of exchange they certainly would be 
liable to the stamp duty, and his only 
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object was to prevent this frau4 in the re< 
Yenue, by imposing a stamp duty upon 
checks under the value- of 5l. if drawn by 
a person residing within ten miles of the 
banker, and if the check was not presented 
for payment within two days.— A short 
conversation likewise took place on the 
resolution for enabling his majesty to in- 
crease the number of commissioners of 
excise in Ireland from five to seven. Mr. 
Foster stated, that the business of the com- 
missioners of excise in Ireland had of late 
increased so much that it would be neces- 
sary to increase their number ; and in ad- 
dition to their other duty it was proposed 
that they should now sit on the trial of re- 
venue causes instead of the sub-commis- 
sioners. After a few words from sir.!, New- 
port, Mr. Fitzgerald, and Mr. Ormsby, 
the resolution was agreed to ; and bills were 
ordered to be brought in upon all the re- 
solutions. — ]\lr. Alexander brought up the 
report of the comniittee on the bill for en- 
couraging the consumption of beer in Ire- 
land. Several amendments were intro- 
duced, and the bill was ordered to be read 
a third time on Wednesday. — Mr. P'oster 
brought in a bill for the better regulation 
of duties on Irish Malt; which was read 
a first time.— The Irish Distillery bill was 
read a second time. 

[Cornelius Grogan’s Attainder.] 
Mr. Richard Marlin y complained that the 
official return made to the order of the 
house, on his motion for the proceedings 
and evidence in the case of the attainder 
passed by the Irish Parliament against the 
estate of the late Cornelius Grogan, was 
totally inefficient and evasive, ina* much 
as no part of the evidence before the com- 
mittee who passed that bill, had been 
produced. 

Mr. Foster adverted to the custom of 
the Irish parliament. The committee had 
been merely on the bill, and the evidence 
was not preserved. In this case it was 
clear it could not be produced. The re- 
cords had been removed since the union, 
and where the notes were to be found he 
did not know. 

Mr. Martin replied, that as the bill of 
attainder was founded upon that evidence, 
the parliament ought to have preserved 
,a fecord of that evidence, as its own jus- 
tification ; the omission to do it was, in his 
mind, a mostgross and criminal remissness 
, officers of that parliament. Mr. 
Gujw^ had, in his mind, fallen an unjust 
aud prejudice of th^ mo* 


mentb One of his brothers was actually 
killed in battle, fighting against the rebels; 
and another brother, his next heir, severely 
wounded in the same action ; and yet this 
gcntleman*s right tod was included in the 
attainder. Not knowing how to come at 
the documents he wished for, and which 
he knew were in the custody of Mr. Thres- 
ham, clerk to the Irish house of commons^ 
he said, he should move to-morrow for 
a committee to enquire into the state of 
the records of the Irish parliament.— Ad- 
journed. 

[Petition from Hertford respfxt- 
iNG THE Tenth Naval Report.] A 
petition of the freeholders of the county 
of Hertford, convened by the high sheriff 
at Hertford, on Saturday 18th May, 1805, 
and wiiose names are thereunto subscribed, 
was presented t(» the house by Mr. Plumer 
and read ; setting forth, “ that the peti- 
tioners have received the votes of the house 
of the 8th and 10th clays of April last, with 
a satisfacti(jn as great as have been their 
astpnishinent, indignation, and sorrow, 
at the gross and flagrant system of negli- 
gence and peculation which has been dis» 
closed by the commissioners of naval en» 
quiry ; and with a gratitude proportioned 
to the extensive security and important * 
national advantages thence to be expected, 
the petitioners beg leave to state their firm 
conviction, that nothing c’an so much con- 
tribute to the happiness of the people, the 
success of the contest in which the nation 
is rngaged, and the ultimate well being' 
ofthe country, as a system of econo my plan- 
ned with prudence, adhered to with firm- 
ness, and conducted, in its details, with 
diligence, caution, and integrity; impres- 
sed as they are with this conviction, the 
petitioners entreat the house to accept 
their grateful thanks for the enquiries 
which it has already instituted : to the fur- 
ther prosecution of the object above-men- 
tioned they earnestly pray the attention 
of the house, and beseech them to pursue 
with effect tliat.^hich they have begun 
with so much honour, and that they will 
institute and persevere in a general system 
of enquiry which shall be co-extensivo 
with the abuses which may exist in the 
expenditure of the public money." 

[Petition from Reading respecting 
THE Tenth Naval Report.] A peti- 
tion of several inhabitants of tire Borough 
of Reading, in the county of Berks, was 
presented to the house and read ; setting 
forth, that the petitioners beg leave to 
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convey their sincere and hearty congra- 
tulations to the house on the votes of the 
8th and 10th days of April last, respecting 
the tenth report of the commissioners of 
naval enquiry ; and they trust that the 
house will continue to scrutinize, with 
unceasing perseverance, the several re- 
ports that are or may be brought before 
them, and that they will bring forth to pub- 
lic view and contempt all persons, how- 
ever distinguished by rank or office, who 
shall have been guilty of peculation, em- 
bezzlement, or misapplication of public 
property, and in(1u:t on them such marks 
of disgrace, and such punisliment, as will 
satisly the expectations of an injured peo- 
ple consistently with the wisdom and 
justice of the house.*' 

House OF Loans. 

Tucsdai/y May '21. 

[Minutks ] The Lord Chancellor de- 
livered his opinion at considerable length 
relative to the appeal cause, Blaiie, esq. 
trustee of sir Andiew Cathcart, against 
the earl of Cassilis. Ilis lordship thought 
that as to some parts of tlie property in 
dispute, the interlocutors of the court of 
session ouglit to be aflirnied, and with 
respect to the remainder, that it ought 
to be remitted to that court for furlfier 
consideration. He wished, however, for 
the sake of more accuracy, that final judg- 
ment should be postponed till Friday ; 
which was agreed to. — On the second 
reading of Lingham’s Divorce bill, ISIr. 
Parke was heard on the part of the peti- 
tioner, and evidence was examined to 
prove the fact of adultery committed bv 
^Irs. Lingharn, The further considera- 
tion was posi polled till Tuesday. — It was 
ordered, on the motion of lar<l Auckland, 
that an account of the proceedings which 
have obtained, witiiin a given period, for the 
improvement of the Chest at Chatham, 
should Ix! laid before the house. — The 
order of the day for taking the late mes- 
sage from the commons consideration, 
respecting the attendance of the Eatl of 
St. Vincent upon a select committee, be- 
ing read ; ix)rd Hawkeshury observed 
generally, that he conceived the psiial 
practice in such cases \iras, that the noble 
lord adverted to in the message should, in 
Ills place, rise and state either hb‘ willmg- 
ness or objection to attend, as rt quested, 
or, in his absence, appoint some noble lord, 
to declare for him his dispositions on that 
bead ; under these circumstances, should 
VoL- V. 


no noble lord present be empowered 
declare the determination of the ilbble eafi' 
in that respect ; he submitted wrhethef it' 
would not be p'eferable to defer the con^ 
sideration of the message for a day br two ? 
'I*he lord chancellor seemed to concur in 
the propriety of what was suggested by his 
noble friend, and to think that the usual prac- 
tice in such cases was, that the peer in ques- 
tion should attend in his place, aud make 
the necessary declaration to the house*' 
The result w^as, as we could collect, that 
the further cotu ideration of the message 
was deferred till to-morrow. 

nVRST India Accounts.] The Ear| 
of Stfi/h/A called the attention of their lord- 
ships to the circumstance of his having 
moved some time since for the production 
of certain West India accounts ; whi^ 
was then agreed to by the house ; but none 
of which were yet produced. He wished 
tt> know of a noble secretary, whether thes^ 
.accounts were soon likely to be laid upon 
the table, as he nieant to ground some 
important motion thereon, and the session 
approximated to its close ? 

Lord HaxvkeAbury observed, that it was 
impossible to get the accounts moved for 
by the noble earl, ready for production 
within the time. They were of a very vo-» 
liiininous nature, comprising accounts of 
all the monies drawn for from the WesU 
India islands for a number of years ; the 
preparation w'as certainly going forward, 
in the proper othccs ; but he was unable 
to tell when they would be ready for pri- 
son tutiun. If the noble earl mentioned 
any particular items, or the accounts of 
any particular time, on which to found 
any particular proposition, they might, per- 
haps, be speedily produced. 

• Tl:e I'larl 'of Suffolk spoke in explana- 
tion, and said, he did not w:sh for an ac- 
count of any sum lower than 2,000l. While 
the noble earl was on his legs, he begged 
leave to call their lordships' attention to 
another case of non-production of accounts. 
He alluded to that of the proceeds of old 
naval stores, and' application. The 
motion he alluded to w^as at least a year^ 
and a half ago ; and no corresponding ac- 
count had been since produced. Thfse 
proceeds must be very considerable, wb^n 
it was considered, that in some years not 
less than two millions were voted, for the 
service of the navy, and the great wear 
and tear which must take place among our 
blockading squadrons. After some fur- 
ther observations, hit lordship moved^ ier 
D 
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tlie production of those accounts^ from the 
1st of December, 1804, to the 1st of De- 
cember, 1805. 

Lord Auckland observed, that, on ac- 
count of the time stated in the motion, it 
was. evidently impossible it could be com- 
plied with. The motion afterwards was 
allowed to be withdrawn for the purpose 
of its being new-modelled by the noble earl. 

[Conduct of Judge Fox.] The order 
of the day being moved, tor their lord- 
ahips going into a committee, upon the 
notions alledged in charge against the 
above judicial character ; 

Lord Hawkeshury observed, that he 
thought the most proper and regular course 
of proceeding in the case, as it had stood 
before their lordships, was, that an ad- 
dress should be moved to his majesty on 
the occasion, embodying in such motion 
or address, a statement of the tacts upon 
which the charge, giving rise to the address, 
was founded ; and then to refer the con- 
sideration of the whole to a committee 
‘of the house, for the purpose of affording 
u regular opportunity of proving at the 
bar, the allegations staUul in the address. 
This line of proceeding would, he thought, 
best s<piarc with the act of settlement ; 
and, upon this ground, he should beg leave 
to suggest to his noble friend, the pro- 
priety of moving such an address, in which 
should be embodied, for the purpose he had 
mentioned, the important facts of the case. 

The Marquis of Abercorn expressed his 
willingness to accede to the proposition 
of the noble sec returv, did such appear to 
be the sense of their lorclsiiips, as tlie most 
proper ; for, it was his wish never again 
' to be reproached with urging the adoption 
of any particular mode of proceeding, in 
preference to another. Under tliis im- 
pression, he should therefore readily un- 
dertake to move an address as suggested ; 
but he should content himself with simply 
moving the address, and not offer a word 
in ^he way of comment upon it. j'rorn the 
« moment, he judged it important to come 
r^lorward as be hatHone, in a case involving 
rights and privileges of his fellow sub- 
jects, and saw the matter placed in a train 
jof investigation. ^ He had carefully, as 
itl^r lordships must recollect, abstained 
.from any observations in that house, whicb 
tni^ht'^go to affect the Individual, or biaa 
’Aedr^ordbhips' judgment on the case. On 
grounds, he repeated he should edn-^ 
wl^liimself widi simply moving the ad- 
the motion of lord Auckland, 


the order for their lordships going into the 
committee was disebarg^-p- Adjourned, 

MOUSE or COMMONS. 

Tuesday y May 21. 

[Minutes.] On the order of the day 
for the third reading of the bill for the 
better supplying of Market Towns in Ireland 
with water, sir George Hill opposed it, on 
the ground, that it would ’have a partial 
operation, and subject many persons to 
rates who did not stand in need of such 
accommodation.' lie should make no 
objection if the heavy ex pence was to fall 
exclusively on those who wished for it ; 
but, considering that it would be burthen- 
some as well as unnecessary in general, he 
moved, chat the bill be read a third time 
this day three months. Mr. Barnard and 
sir W. Burroughs spoke in favour of the 
bill ; and Mr. French, sir W. Elford, and 
Mr. M*Naghten, against it. | Mr. Foster 
considered the measure to be of 'conside- 
rable importance, and such as should not 
be hastily adopted, as a general act, meant 
only for local advantage, might ultimately 
tend to the embarrassment of the whole 
country. He should therefore recommend 
it to the hon. baronet (sir G. Hill) to 
withdraw his motion, for the purpose of 
postponing the third reading to this day 
fortnight, when gentlemen might be better 
prepared to understand it. To this, Mr. 
M‘Naghtpn objected, that in the course of 
ii fortnight many Irish members would have 
occasion to return borne; and, after some de- 
sultory cojiversation, the house divided on 
birG. I Jill's amendment ; for it 29 ; against 
it 27 ; majority 2. The bill was then ordered 
to be read a third time this day fortnight. 

[Irish Secret Service Money.] Sir 
John Neu'port rose to bring forward his 
promised motion, for an account of the 
sc ret service money disbursed by the Irish 
government, from the year 171^3 to the 
present time. He thought the subject one 
to which it wosJj^hly necessary to call the 
! attention of parliament, as a head of public 
^expenditure, under which there had been 
^ no investigation whatever for the last seven 
or eight years. The disbursement of money 
by the government of this country, under 
aftmilar head, had for a long series of 
years eluded enquiry: Uiough frequently 
proposed, it wiu oft^i rejected, like many 
oth^ salutary objects, until at length the 
perseverance of the house of commons 
prevailed, aad the secret service money 
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%^a8 reduced to public ]nve 8 tig'bt$o 09 so far, 
at least, as it. was admissible for a minUter- 
to disclose tbe objects of its application. 
Uumour had very strongly stated, that 
within the lust few years very large sums 
of tiie public money had- been disbursed 
under this head, though by an act of parlia- 
ment, the sum of secret service money was 
limited to 5,0001. annually, except in cases 
for the purposes of suppressing insurrec- 
tiou or rebellion ; but when it was known 
that the pension list of Ireland had doubled, 
and now amounted to 1 20,0001. it was high 
time for parliament to do its duty, by ex- 
amining into the* branch of expenditure to 
which he alluded. The pension act, by 
the nth and 10th section, provided that no 
more tlmn 5,000l. per annum should be 
granted by the crown upon that establish- 
ment, until the pension list ^vas reduced 
below a limited sum ; but there was no 
guard against the grants of the lord-lieu- 
tenant. The union was a measure which 
would, no doubt, hereafter lead to many 
great and important purposes, when the 
minds of the people should be awakened 
to its advantages. He did not deny, that 
the object of his motion was, to make dis- 
closures, which, to some persons, might 
not be altogether agreeable. It bad not 
been concealed, that a vast sum of money 
was paid, for the purpose of bringing about 
the union, which was held out as a niea* 
sure calculated to produce the most impor- 
tant and bencHcial consequences, which, 
be was sorry to say, were not yet very 
likely to result from it. Ever since the 
year 1793, it was notorious that no account 
was given to parliament of the disburse- 
ments for secret services ; and be was 
sorry a noble lord who had been called j 
upon to refute them was not in his place 
to wipe off the reproach from himself— 
[a general laugh, lord Custlereagh be- 
ing in his seat]. He begged the noble 
lord's pardon, and hoped he would avail 
himself of being present to clear himself. 
He hoped that the hous^ would now pay 
more attention than forml^rly to the dis- 
bursements of Ireland, as the English mem- 
bers were aware, that our country had to 
defray two-seventeenths of the expences. 
The expenees of some, though not all, of jthi; 
proportions in Ireland, were nqw before 
the house,amounting to the sum of 1 10,0001. 
and his motion would be for a secret com^ 
mittee to enquire into that expenditure. 
On looking into the journals, he found a 
precedent for his niotiou, in the reign of 
William and Mary, Nov. 16'88, when a 


motion was passed* calling for an account^ 
of the money paid for secret services 
members of parliament; and was presented' 
by Mr. .Secretary Harley, in tlie December 
following. As he did not expect to 
the right of the public, to know what ihejp 
actually did pay, disputed, he movet^ 
that a secret comtnittee, of 13 memljer^ 
exclusively of such members as held 
public offices at the will of the crown* be 
ap])ointed to enquire into the dis^urseftiettt;j| 
of secret service money in Ireland, firom* 
the year 1793,' to the end of 1304, inclu^ 
sive, excepting such sums as may liavo 
been paid for the detection of any conspi-r 
rocies, 4 md distinguishing their respective 
amounts, and the names and services of 
the persons to whom they were paid. 

Mr. Va/ntittart said, that if the bon. hart, 
merely wanted an account of the monejf 
laid out for secret service, there could be 
but one objection to it, and that was, that 
it was unnecessary, because the amount of 
the money4o be so expended was limited 
and defined by act of parliament. But 
the boil. hart, seemed to think that there 
were other sums of money so applied, over 
and above the sum allowed by law : if that 
were the case, if tlie hon. hart, could bring 
forward any fact of that kind, it certainly 
I would be well worthy the attention of par- 
j liainent. But it certainly appeared to him ' 

! unnecessary to go into an enquiry until 
some fact was stated to shew the exj^di- 
eiicy of that enquiry,— The act of 1^93, 
to which the bun. bart* had alluddfl, fol- 
lowed the principle of Mr. Burke's bill in 
this country, and limited the amount of 
money to be expended for secret service tn 
a small sum ; and he supposed it would not 
be denied that it would be impossible for 
any government to be carried on \vithout 
the power of disposing of some- secret ser- 
vice monqy, without being obliged after- 
wards to make public the way in which it 
had been laid out. In the year 1741, an 
attempt was made in this country to.enquire 
into the application of secret service mo-, 
ney. it was admitted in the report of 
committee appointed upon. that occasion, 4 
that it was absolutely necessary that ^ 
vemmeiit should have the application pf 
certain sum for secret service money, with- 
out being obliged to explain the way, in. . 
which it was expended, because that; would 
defeat tlie very purpose of it ; but it \ValB 
^stated that the sunis so laid out appealed 
to be enormous. Afterwards, by the, bill 
brought in by Mr. Burke, the sum to bpjio 
expended by government was limited 
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100,0001. a year. In Ireland the sum ^va8 
still more limited ; it was fixed at 5,0001. 
a year ; and he believed the hon.'bart. would 
find it difficult to convince the house that 
such an expenditure could be applied to 
the bad purposes to which he hud alluded. 
But be trusted that gentlemen would recol- 
lect the situation in which Ireland had 
stood for some years, and he was sure they 
could not for a moment contend, that it 
would be proper to call upon government 
to come before parliament and explain how 
every farthing of secret service money had 
been laid out during that period. There was 
one head of expenditure, called secret 
pensions, ’’ and it must be obvious to the 
bouse, that government could not expose 
the names of Hie persons to whom they 
were paid without exposing them to ruin. 
>le wished to observe, that it was not the 
{iractice in this country to keep any memo- 
H&nduin of the disposal of secret service 
money after it had once been approved of 
by his majesty : he did not know whether 
this was the practice in Ireland, but cer- 
tainly a contrary one might lead to the 
most dangerous consequences. — Mr. Vao- 
'sittart then read the a.ct limiting the secret 
service money to 5,000). a year, and con- 
tended, that it was evidently implied by 
the act, that no account was to b(- ronder- 
'ed of the expenditure of that sum. The 
‘ necessary security was obtained, net by 
having an account published of the mode 
in which the money had been expended, 
but by limiting the amount of it. The mo- 
ney laid out had all been accounted for in 
the way prescribed by law, and the hon. 

: bart. might, if he thought proper, move 
for papers, shewing the time when the re- 
spective secretaries had passed their uc- | 
counts, With regard to what had fallen 
from the l>oii. bart, respecting pensions, it 
' was wholly unconnected witli the present 
subject, and therefore he would not oc- 
'%upy the time of the house witii any obser- 
vations upon it at present. The hon. bart. 
bad referred to some proceedings in the 
^reign of king William ; but they were of 
Every dHTcreiit nature from the account 
now called for,' because there was now an 
account of the sums expended upon the 
tab4. .The hon; bart. had also alluded to 
wthe.sum experided in state prosecutions ; 
this certainly was a subject of regret, but 
it.. could not be matter of surpri'se, that 
jsifch a sttm bad been expended jn four 
years» iit a country in which there had re- 
pently been a rebellion, and since that a 
ixisiirreccioD| and where it must be 


confessed there still remained a great deal 
of lurking treason. Upon these grounds he 
must resist the motion, and really if he 
could account for the expenditure of the 
secret service money, he would not do it, 
from a conviction of the fatal consequences 
that might ensue. 

Mr. Dennis Broxpne also opposed the mo- 
tion, and observed, that certainly the no- 
ble lord (Castlereagh) did carry the mea- 
sure of union which the hon. baronet had 
so highly praised, and admitted to be of 
such high importance to the empire ; and 
it was rather extraordinary that an enquiry 
should now be moved under the head ofsecret 
service, which seemed invidiously to glance 
at the carrying of that measure. Certainly 
large sums had been found necessary to be 
disbfirsed in the secret service of that coun- 
try, in order to delect and frustrate a jaco- 
binical conspiracy, which had its origin so 
early as 17.00, and the application of se- 
cret service money, under the direction and 
talents of Mr. Edward Cooke, then secre- 
tary in the civil department, was most ef- 
fectual for the purpose.— The question be- 
ing loudly called for, 

Sir John Ncivport rose to reply. lie 
observed, that as to secret service; money 
disbursed for the suppression of rebellion, 
the ministers were not called on to account, 
as that was specially excepted by ib^ 
of pailiameut; but this was no reason why 
no enquiry should be made respecting tbo 
expenditure of ihe sum not so granted. 
He di<l nut wish to disguise the object of 
his enquiry. Rumour had very strongly 
stated, that very large sums, to the amount 
of more than 25 times hve thousand pounds, 
had been expended by the government of 
Ireland of very late years, in a very im- 
proper and unconstitutional way ; and to 
investigate this was the object be had in 
view. It the hoii.se rejected this enquiry, 
par. cularly the sums lavished lor the pur- 
poses of the union, they would ans^^er the 
public call in the same manner that sir Wm, 
D'Avenant related of lord Stair, who, 
when culled upon for an account of the 
SMtns paid in quieting the iiig> l.iiids of 
Scotland, replied, the money is all spent, 
the Highlands are quiet, and that is the 
beat account that I can give you.'* In the 
same mariner, the noble lord opposite him 
might say, ** the money is gone, the unioq 
is accomplished, and you may now be sa- 
tisfied, for that is the b st account 1 caq 
give you.**— The house lhe;i divided on the 
motion; for it 67 i against it 93; majo- 
rity 46. 
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[StIPEKDIARY ClTRATfiS* BiLL*] 'The 
order of the day being read for going into 
a committee on the Stipendiary Cura^s* bill. 
Lord Porchester opposed the bill as un- 
just, illegal, and unconstitutional in its 
principle, and unwarrantably disposing of 
the property of beneficed clergymen, who, 
from illness, infirmity, or other unavoid- 
able causes, might become non-resident; 
in which case, at the option or caprice of 
the diocesan, a gentleman was liable, by 
the bill, to be deprived of one-fifth of the 
value of his whole living, to enrich a cu- 
rate appointed by the bishop to do duty in 
his parish. It would not be denied that 
the revenues of the churbh were as. much 
private property as any other tenures, sub- 
ject only to the condition that the clerical 
duties should be properly periormed. It 
the incumbents, theretbre, were not culpa- 
ble, their rights should not be affected ; 
and if they found pn)per substitutes to 
perform their duty wlicu circumstances 
rende red them incapable of doing so them- 
selves, it was as mucli as i>arliainent had a 
right to expect of them. By the law hi- 
therto in force, the })o\vpr of the bishop 
xvafi limited to an .dlowance of .601. or at 
most 7-^1* to curates, ac cording to ciroum- 
slances, and lie did not hear that any ap- 
plication had been inmie by* curates, stating, 
that tliey had not a proper allowance, or by 
bishops, th.it tliev had not suflicieiit pow r 
to grant it to them. 'I’hcn? was no proof 
cither that the iiicumbcnts did not provide 
proper persons to per orm the necessary 
functions; and ho would therelorc ask, 
whut occasion there was for this bill ? If 
the measure went upon an erroneous prin- 
ciple, he was aware of nothing which could 
do away that objection. 'I'his innovation 
went to no less than to give to curates three 
times the salary that they were allowed be- 
fore, and infinitely more than was neces. 
saiy for providing substitutes. By this bill, 
the power of the bishop would be exorbi- 
tant; fur if he tliought it right to have 
more than one curate, Ife might appro- 
priate one-third of the whole income of 
the incumbent. There w(?re, he under- 
stood, some rectories of .*3,000l. a year, 
and surely it would be preposterous to de- 
prive the person who held such a living of 
i,000l. a year, for the purposes of curacy. 
The legislators had already amerced the 
incumbents fur non-residence, and it was 
rather too hard to lay this second fine upon 
them. He strongly objected to such de- 
cisive authority being given to bishops, and 


the more * 10 , as the biU bsft no appeet'' 
whatever from their fiat, but to' the arclii*" 
bishop of Canterbury. If sUch a pHncrpt<it 
was proceeded upon, a bishop wkitm hi# 
diocese would become a more vucontrooU 
able despot than any first consul or empe«‘ 
rur of the French. It was ^^fective als0| 
as it gave no security that the curate thuf 
amply provided for, shojald himself h# 
resident upon his cure ; it did not aUthOw 
rise the bishops in tliat respect to do good* 
and gave them every power of doin^ in# 
Juiy to the incumbent; it did notgp toac« 
CiimpVish the object that was professedljr 
proposed by it ; and, if it was thought 
right to institute an ecclesiastical reforpif 
it should be done opcmly, and not in so 
indirect a manner. He considered thd 
measure to be connected with circum- 
stances of extreme cruelty, in obliging tbo 
vicar to make great sacrifices to the detii- 
meat of bis family, when grown old in tho 
service of the church. The parliament had^ 
some time since, decided, that a man who 
took to priests' orders, could ncit> after- 
wards, turn his attention to other pursuits; 
and, as the present measure would tend to 
deprive youth of its prospects, and ago pf 
Its support, he should resist the motion for 
the speaker’s leaving the chair. 

Mr. Z. H. Browne defended the bill, con- 
ceiving it to be but just and necessary that 
those incumbents who did not perform tho 
duty which their sitnation reipiiredofthemp 
should be obliged to pay the curates who 
performed tliat duty for them. Tliat was 
simply the object of the bill, and therefore 
he approved of it. Any faults it contain- 
ed might, in his opinion, be easily corrected 
in the committee. 

Mr. Western said, he had, on a former 
occasion, sliordy stated bis reasons for not 
approving this bill, and he would no , as 
briefly as possible, repeat his objections to 
it. lie thought it was an attack and in- 
fringement on the property of the clergy* 
which the house had not a riglit to make. 
He thouglht also, that vesting a power m 
the bishop to give away so mudi of the 
revenues of the rector, as one-filth of the 
value of bis living, was subjecting the more 
opulent members of the church to a too 
great dependence on the bishops. . For 
these reasons he should object totne speak- 
er’s leaving the chair. 

Mr. Burton spoke in favour of the bill. 
He said, the house, the glebe, the tithes, 
and other property, were not the objects 
of the bill ; the real objects were, the 
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ties of the rector,, and these were very 
cessary to be attended to. Nothing could 
so much insure their due performance, as 
the residence of the rector or vicar ; and 
if lie did not reside there, there should cer* 
tainly he a regular and ample provision for 
the person who officiated in his place, and 
performed his sacred duty ; which did not 
laerely consist in reading prayers, preach- 
ing^ visiting the sick, marrying per8oi];i, 
but also ill keeping up a respectable 
and social hospitality, and distributing alms 
in the neighbourhood. It had been ob- 
jected, that the provisions in this bill were 
of a novel nature, and the noble lord had 
said it was a reform in the clerical system. 
The lion, members, however, who sup- 
posed this, were certainly mistaken* In 
very old times, indeed, this power had been 
vested in the bishops. As it would be easy 
to obviate many objections, and to render 
the bill' more agreeable to all parties in a 
committee, he should certainly vote for 
the speaker’s leaving the chair. 

Mr. C. Wynne said, he thought there 
were some parts of the bill which were 
highly objectionable ; but as these might be 
aaodiiied, obviated, or totally altered, he 
certainly, should vote that the bill go to a 
commit tee« 

Sir J. C. Hippuky said, that he did not 
rise to oppose going into a committee, but 
what he bad to say was applicable rather to 
the high duties attached to the spiritual 
functions of the clergy, and to guard 
against their violation, than to interfere with 
the temporalities of their benefices. He was 
aware that some difficulty and embarrass- 
ment was involved with the subject that he 
should mention, yet in a choice of diffi- 
culties and evils it was ever prudent to 
choose the least. 11 is object was to em- 
power the bishop, in certain cases, to ap- 
point a stipendiary curate, ad interim^ where 
the misconduct of any beiieiiced person | 
^ould seem to demand it. It was painful j 
to him to -particularize the circumstances ! 
pn which he founded his inotiod for these | 
observations, but it was but too Vue, that 
in the county in which he resided, bills ofj 
Indictment had been preferred ag^nst three 
^clergymen, within a short space of time, 
ip the Sjame year, for attempts to commit 
O^euees a^whicKbuman nature revolts. It 
was to empower the bishop to appoint a ru- 
snte whMsuch charges came to the length 
jof aqiruvdictmeOt, that he wished to see a 
claijsia’ introduced in to this or some other 
'ki|^|j,4ndbe wished rather that it should 


be thus collaterally introduced, than make 
it the subject of a bill in itself. 

Mr. was against the bill. Tie 

thought it would diminish the value of liv- 
ings, and it was therefore a direct violation 
of property. Another objection to it with 
him was, "that it very much increased the 
power of the bishops. It bad been said 
Ijthere was no danger with them of that be- 
Ijing abused. He had as high and respectful 
.an opinion of the bishops of this country 
'as any man could have, and believed them 
to be very good men, and highly horioiir- 
'able characters. He should, however, voto 
against the speaker leaving the chair. 

Mr. Fellotces said he highly approved the 
bill, though there were some parts of it 
which he hoped to see improved in the com- 
mittee. 

The Chancellor ol' the Exchequer denied 
the principle contended for by the noble 
lord, and the other opposers of the bill, 
that the property of a beneficed clergy- 
man in his living was of the same nature 
as his landed estate. Such, indeed, was 
the property of the advowson, but such 
was the jealousy of the law on this point, 
that for the patron to sell the next presen- 
tation to that advowson, would be a sU 
moniacal bargain. 'I’he living, on the con- 
trary, was to be considered rather as a 
freehold tenure held upon certain condi- 
tions of service ; but he should like to 
know where was the injustice or the tyran- 
ny in obliging a man to pay aiiotber for the 
performance of that service which he did 
not choose to perform himself, and upon 
the condition of which he held the tenure. 
The tenure of a clergyman in his living was 
also held upon tlje indispensable condition 
of tendering services inseparably connected 
with the religion, the inoralitv, and the 
loyalty of the country. To whom must 
the country look for the support of loyalty 
amor jst the people; but to the resident 
clergymen of the established church, who, 
by their own doctrine and example, have 
at all times so eminently promoted the 
cause of loyalty amongst their parishio- 
ners? A bill had been recently passed by 
the house, enforcing the residence of the 
clergy under the direction of the bishops, 
to whom it gave extensive powers ; which 
powers this bill restricted rather than cn. 
larged ; for it only authorized the bishops 
to assign one- fifth of the income of the 
living, where it exceeded 4001. a' year, to 
the maintenance of a curate to do the duty 
of a cleifyman who did -not chuse to do it 
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himself, or provide any other resident clcr-‘ 
gyinan to do it. Now,, wbat portion of; 
the whole mass of the beneficed clergy in' 
England would this go to affect f Why, hot' 
a fortieth part : for a great number of the' 
beneficed clergy already stood excused from 
residence on account of deaneries, chap- 
laincies, fellowships, and other duties else- 
wliere.— The question being called for, a 
division look place ; ayes 57 ; noes 2$ ; 
majority 34-. — ^The house having resolved 
itself into the committee, a conversation 
took place on the clause respecting the al- 
lowance to be made to curates, and Mr. i 
(Jrccvey submitted a proposition |x> alter the 
scale of allowance ; upon which a division 
took place; ayes 11 ; noes 47 ; majority 36. 
—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

IVrdncsdaify Maif 2^. 

[Minutes.] Counsel were finally heard 
relauvo to the Irish Appeal, Recldington n. 
iloddinglon, viz. Mr. Plomerat some length 
ill reply on the part of the appellant. — 
'I’lie bills upon the table were forwarded 
in their several stages. — The Military Ex- 
penditure Enquiry bill; the Naval En- 
quiry Uenewal bill; and the Wine Du- 
ties' bill, wt;rc brought up from the coin- 
iTions, and severally read a first time. On 
the reading of the Wine Duties' bill, the 
earl of Sutlblk observed, that there had 
been a memorial presented and signed by 
a number of oflicers in the army, praying, 
on account of the higli price of wine, and on 
account of the exccs.nve duties, a draw- 
back with respect to the latter in their fa- 
vour ; this he thought a consideration of 
importance, which did not apjicar to be at- 
tended to, and he lamented that the price 
of the article was now so high, us that a 
subaltern officer could not uflqrd to indulge 
himself. with a glass of wine. 

[Conduct or Judge Fox.] The order 
of the day being read, 

The M unguis of Abcrcorn moved an ad- 
dress to his majesty, in which were embodied 
various matters of charge against Luke Fox, 
esq. one of the Judges of his majesty's 
court of common pleas in Ireland. The 
charges enumerated were, with a few ex- 
ceptions, those contained in the petitions 
presented, and the articles of complaint 
preferred against Mr* Justice Fox, and re- 
specting the alledged misconduct of that 
judge, while employed on one of the cir* 
cuiu in Ireland. The address conduded 
with praying his wqjesty^ that therefore be 


would be gracipudy pleased to ; 

^the said Luke Fox, esq. from bia Judicial , 

tuation^The noble marquis simply mov^ 
the address ; which being read by thedeii^ ' 

Lord Hawki^bury said, he should mdW * 
two propositions on the address now jrmKf J 
first, that it be referred to the consideril* 
lion of a committee of the whole house; 
and, secondly, that the house should 
solve itself into a committee, for^die piii^ 
pose of enquiring into the truth of the facte 
alledged in the said petition.— ^On ttequei^ 
tion being put, 

Lord Auckland rose, and stated si varie^ 
of objections against the proposed line of 
proceeding, lie had frequently urged Ubi 
sentiments as to the propriety of c:onak 
mencing proceedings in that house upoa 
matters of mere misdemeanour. He sub- 
mitted whether it did not go to coll ufiO]i 
any individual to come forward in his de- 
fence, upon matters alledged by any mem- 
ber of that house in his place ? Tliough, at 
the same lime, he confessed, tliat the inpdo 
now propo.s6d was infinitely less excep- 
tionable than tbe course adopted in^lDO 
first instance. Besides, there was more 
than one difficulty which would attend the 
proceeding in question; they would have 
to enter upon a detailed examination of the 
whole case, and then perhaps have to call 
upon the accused gentleman for his de- 
fence. Another consideration adverted to 
!)y bis lordship was that of the great and . 
unavoidable ex pence to the parties, which 
such a mode of proceeding must occasion. 
The very advanced period of the session 
was also to be considered; a period, at 
which all their lordships must feel it was 
almost physically impossible to get through 
the business. 

'I'he Lord Chancellor spoke at som^ 
length, and with great ability, upon the 
quesuon. He expressed his hope that by 
their lordships promptly and sedulously 
applying to the investigation of the busi- 
ness, at least, on the part of that house; . 
might be got tlirough during the present 
session. He had to observe the great de-, 
licacy of the learned person who was ao 
cused, in abstaining from tbe exercise of 
his judicial functions, though tobisgreal 
pecuniary loss, while the accusation was 
pending; this consideration should coihf 
bine with those of justice to the individual 
and to the country, to induce their lord- 
ships to make an effectual struggle sj^pedily 
to come to a decision upon the sdbject^ 
It had now proceeded so fiu*, that the inwii* 
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ter must be investigated.. With respect to jit in their judicial capacity. He dUap- 
tbe doubts of his noble friend, as to the proved of the whole course of proceeding 
jurisdiction of ' the house, whenever the hitherto adopted. Far better would it be, 
4 |Qe&tion upon that head, and he trusted to have put the matter in a course of iin* 
Ibat whatever should come to be discussed, pcachinent, at first ; and, to his mind, no- 
be would meet it, and in a way, he trusted, thing short of a favourable decision of the 
to satisfy the house. If any objections house, in their judicial capacity, could 
^ould be made upon that principle, they restore the accused gentleman fully to the 
would be discussed coolly, temperately, enjoyment of an unsullied character, in the 
with attention, and with a detei niitialioc estimation of his country, 
to make’every due and proper allowance. Ixird Hoihnd argued on the same side. 
He would not now enter upon the points The novelty of the case, he observed, ren- 
alluded to by the noble lord : all, as expe* dered it of greater importance, and their 
dieut at present, ^ he claimed, was, the lordships should be more cautious as 10 
power to address in cases of proved mis- the precedent they should set. Perhaps, 
conduct of a Judge, in the execution of his iti the onfjiiiry, impeachable matter should 
oRice. This, at least, would be allowed, come out, which of course, wuuld go to 
oil a clear proposiiion, that by the princi- place them eventually in a judicial situa- 
pies of the constitution, and the letter of tion. The proposed mode would, iherc- 
the law, both houses of parliament were, fore, be as uiitavourable to the ends ufjos-* 
in such a case, entrusted with a discre- tice, as to the dignity of their lordships* 
tionary power. After expatiating upon proceedings. 

these points, he stated his opinion, that Lord llatokcshury spoke in answer to 
fuch a case as the present, upon principles some general observations made by the 
of policy and of Justice, should be com- last speaker. With respect to the parti- 
meiiccd with reference to an address for cular case under consideration, he observ 
removal, in that, preferably to the other ed, that the advanced period of the ses- 
bouse of parliament. With respect to the sion, and the circumstiinccs of the delays 
address, as proposed by the noble marquis, which had hitherto occurred, should be a 
be submitted the expediency of leaving stimulus to iheir lordships to begin the 
out some particular parts of the facts [uoposed enquiry, as soon as they could, 
charged, on grounds upon which the house to go on as long as they could,' and, if 
was to proceed \ for instance, the applica* they were not able to lenninatt* it this ses- 

tion alledged to be made by the learned sion, to do all in their power to do so* 

person, to the coinm.inding officer of a However, with respect to that house, he 
corps, to use his influence therewith to thought it far from impossible to conclude 
piocure an address, Ac. Such conduct the business this session, 
would be certainly unguarded, and such The Marquis of ^//rrcor/i expressed Iiim-^ 
as he could not mean to justify; but in self willing to acquiesce iu what was sug- 
the particular case, be thuuglit it wrould be gested by the noble and learned lord, in 
preferable to confine it to motives relative expunging those parts of the address, allud- 
to the coii^diict ol the accused, in his si- ed to; but this acquiescence was founded 
tuation of judge. Were these omitted, it in reasons very difl'erent from these which 
would be much belter, and, as the case were urged as adequate for such an omis- 

stood, there was a pressing duty upon the sion. He could uot assent to the idea, 

bouse, to enquire into the facts. Aajo that a judge was not to be called to a par- 
the sprafic line of the proceeding in the liamentary account, except for hia ollivial 
committee, it would of course depend upon conduct as such. The noble marquis then 
Wbat they should find in proof, and what explained the sjiccific grounds on which he 
not, and it would be open for the house to entertained no objection to expunge the 
give its instructions from time to time. pariicular parts alluded to. 

The Ear! of Carlisle strongly supported lo^rd Mulgrare was of opinion, that no ar- 
the objections of his noble friend (lord tide of charge, which would not of itself be 
Auckland). Conimencting with the busi- suflicieut to ground an address of removal, 
ness dc noio, it would be impossible to get should be considered by Hie committee; 
through it this session. After their inves- such a regulation would tend greatly to ex- 
tigajtiqn, perhaps, the commons inight have pedite their lordships* decisiou, which he 
to take it up ; the result of which might wiis inclined to think might very well be 
bej9«||^0bHge their lordships to decide upon made this session. 
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Lord Harro^jf expreteed hi$ conctir- 
renco ju the opioton that a judge<may be 
guilty of several acts, beside^ those he 
commit in ht$ judicial capacityi which 
would render his removal necessary and 
pi oper»i there were also several acts of a 
judge, on which it may he proper to ground 
an address for removah and still not a- 
mount to a cause for the more serious 
proceeding of impeachment* — i he mdf^ors 
ot Abercorn, who bad been permuted to 
witlididw the address, for tbe purpose ot 
making the suggested oniissiuns, returned 
the address so amended^ *lhe ques^ 
tions weie then regularly put, and tbe 
address was ordered to be leferred to a 
rommitue of the whole house on Monda) 
next, fur the purpose of an enquiry into 
the truth of the tacts alledged thei ein • The 
petitions, 6ic, which had been presented, 
rcldti\c tu the complaints against Mr* Jus- 
tice Fox, were reieired to the said com- 
mittee , and, on the motion of lord i (awkes- 
buiy, d cupy of the addiess was ordered to 
be fuinisiied to Mr* Justice Fdx.^Some 
coinersdtiun ansing between lord Auck« 
land, tlio* lord Ch«incellor, lord llaakes- 
bury, and other peers, about tlie proper 
lot ins of proceeding, the attcnddnceot Mr* 
Justice lox, Ac*, these points, particu- 
larly the question, where and how" Mr. 
Justice Fox should attend? were, on the 
inoluni oi the loid chancellor, ordeied to 
be tikcn into cunsideidtion on iriday 
next. — 'Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday^ May 22. 

[Mivuxfs,] lord Gleubervie moved 
an add] ess to his majesty, that he would 
be graciously pleased to order a statement 
of the proceedings of the commissioners 
for the sale and redemption ot tho land 
tax, Ac. to be laid before the house. Or- 
dcied.— Mr. Loveden moved, tliat there I 
be laid before the house, an account of alij 
the monies, stocks, fbtids, or securities for 
monies,- standing in the name of ^le 
countant.geneiai of the court of ehan<;ery, 
oi oi the deputy iwmeiobrsncsr of the 
court of exchequer at the bank of England, 
or south-sea house, beihg the pfC^rtv of 
persons suitors m these courb^. Ord^ 
ed. — Mr. Bernard, pursuant to Hwe, rosd^ 
to move that a committee be s^^fotsd to 
enquire into the tolls on the P^tid Ofmsl m 
Ireland, and wtet measures have hem 
adopted, ov may be adopted for theur 

VoL. V. 
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doctioD, rl^ehon* methbtr pteA . 
mauoA % stating tbe reasons that 
mdueed him to postpone it so 
different He t)«^ hoped thbt 

atnicable^ arrangpmept would have i 

place between the director geivemt or 
land navigation and tho grand oanst 
pony in Ireland, >ut finding that expetei|;^^^" 
tion frustrated f^rom a late laconio aasw’ifl^ 
ol the foimer board, l>e felt it fiia tfoty 
solicit the inteYforence of the houses as httrf 
coustituents were materially aficctefd by tho ^ 
toltwnow levied, which exceeded any 
ed in this or any other couuti^. he phM 
liafnent of Ireland bad gratiti^ at differek^^ 
times considerable sums of money for 
reduction of the exorbitant rates pr tolls 
tho canals < 0 ^ Ireland. These grants ? 
produced tbe desired effect on the BarroWf’*^ 
and royal company's canals. The rate of ^ 
toll had also been lowered, in comequence*^ ^ 
of a former grant of the Irish parliament, , 
ten mite«i befow Banagher, whilst tho estor- . 
bitant rates Were continued in the King's . 
County. Above 200,0001. of the public ^ 
money tiad been gi anted to tbe grood 
canal, and if tbe rates now levied should 
not be lowered, lie could assure the house 
that th«) expected advantages would not : 
be derived from it, os many persons m the ^ 
vicinity of It now pieferred land carriage. 
He therefore moved accordingly. Mr. 
Piinsep rose to second the motion, and^ 
stated briefly the necessity of lowering the 
tplls, in order to nsnder the canal sjstcm" 
in Irclond, for whirb ah expence of no lese^ ^ 
a sum than one million of the pubhe money 
had been indorreiL Nationally beneflcial; ^ 
l)ut disclaimed op^hif pwu part and that ^ 
ot the hoD. mover, any wish for any redne^ 
tion of the ^except an adequate com* * 
peusation being made to all the parties.^ 
After a fow words from'Mr. Alexander, the 
motion w^s agreed to, and tbe committee 
apxmmMantd directed to report on tbe 
snt^ect, together with Ufoir observations 
thereon to tha^housd.^Mr. Wilberfofoe 
prqsqntqd petition, fooitt Mie inhabitants ^ 
olid mapdqctareifB <rf tfieparMhoI Wake- » 
feld; also ttiAe from thjSfse of/the parish of > 
Saddfoeottib Ifoth lff*tiMt«oiinty Of York, 
ajpsinsttfie^eeril^'mt, whi^^ were lelerfed , 
to the t,ommHtee to which the other peti- 
tions oo tbe same sol;g«ot had beeirrefeiv 
red.-»-»|H[rf ^elfowes, pursutnt to notice^ 
movpd, ^^4hat there be hud before the 
house 0 CO^y of the rptora or rotiiros made 
to tbe prm touiptfl by die arehhishopii or 
jhftliops, ofthenames of any persons bold^ 

E 



ikl ^ Mat ^ [it . 

ing preferments \widiin their sespectivej landholders, end principal inhabitants of 
dioceses or jurisdtcjtions, who may not the said isle, for the purpose of being pre- 
been .resided thereon in consequence of sented to the house of Keys, but which 
diceiiiptions or licences under 43d of were not received, the speaker informing 
his majesty, chap. 84/^ A long conversa- them, tjbat the Keys bad adjourned, and 
tioQ ensued, and it was at length agreed, could not meet wiUiout a precept from the 
op the- suggestion of the Speaker, as the governor; and that the petitioners' have 
accounts were voluminous and could not' received directions to lay the same before 
,be speedily produced, that the accounts the house, as expressive of the sentiments 
should be prepared in order to their being of a respectable and numerous proportion 
laid before ttie liouse early next session of_ of the inhabitants of the said isle ; and 
parliametit.-— On the motion of the chan- Uierefore praying the house to take the 
cellor of the exchequer, the house went case into consideration/* Ordered, that 
into a committee of supply, to which were the said petition do lie upon the table. — 
referred the several accounts laid before Mr. Alexander brought up the report of 
the hoube on the 6th of March liut, and on the Stipendiary Curates* bill, which was 
the 6th instant. He also moved' in the ordered to be printed. The Attorney- 
cofmnitteekhata8umnotexceeding25,000l. General moved, that the report lie taken 
he granted fur the Criuan canal ; and a sum into further consideration oh Friday next, 
not exceeding 50,PQQ|. tor the inland navi* Sir W. Dolbeti desired time till Monday, 
gation canal, between the west and east- in order to take the s^nse of the uuiversi* 
seas, by Inverness. He moved also the usual ties upon the measure, as their interests 
grants for the clerks and other officers of might be affected by it. A conversation 
the house, which were agreed to.— *Ou the ensued, whicht< terminated in the acquies. 
motion of Mr. Iluskisson, Irave was given cence of the Attorney-General, that the 
to bring in a bill to allow ^ the comtnis* report should be taken into further consi- 
sioners for auditing accounts to. admit of deration on Monday.— Adjourned, 
vouchers in certain coses, though not ssaesssssassss 

Bjainpe^ according to law.-A pelition of commox*. 

Paul Uridsoii and William Stowell, esquires, 

merchants, of the Isle of Man, on bebajf of Thursday^ May 23. 

tiiemselvesand tke}antd1)u]ders,:mercbants, [Duke op Atholi/s Claim.] Colonel 
and inhabitants of the said isle, was pre- Stauky reported from the committee, to 
cettted to the house by colpuel .Stanley, whom the petitiod of John duke of Atlioll 
aad read ; setting fortfa^ that the peti;^ is referred; and to whom the report of the 
ttonejjS ha^€ perused a printed case on coinmissioners of enquiry relative to the 
half of the Keys of Man, dated the 03th of Isle of Man, made in the year 1792> &<^d 
March last, and a statement of the all accounts respecting the revenues of 

dAim of the ctoke of Amoll, for a further the said isle, which have been presented 
compensation out of the revenues of the to the house in this session of parliament, 
said isle, dated the IQth.of April jiast ; and are also referi^d ; end who were instructed 
ihey observe, that the said ob behalf to take into their consideration alFsuch 
ofsiieKeys, goes to affect the priucipkik.^. the said report as relate to the 

any compensation being, muted out, qf ediectioo and management of the revenue 
revenues of the qtlw o£^ said isle, and likewise to examine 

font!, which Uie receipu of revenue of the 

gaing further thaikOmbeweSjiae;!^^ lama isle, and thoji&bursmneiits thereout, 
liie reasons from She 5th January 179^ tp the 5th of 

l^vb ta8 U^eitt ^fais^iy 1805; and itHo aU balances in 

liaomoit for llie^eiqA^tsoAof f)aciH ^thp:bitti^a >f the collectors or receivers of 

4.ofi.<rf'’ihe tlui leyens^s of isle^and to report 

oody be deetiiKi iKceidiuyr all such siulyects 

for tbe.enctHiragemeiit ^ whom the several 

to. the Isle of 
pvfsented to the 

Itp of March last; 

ttia amount of 
received withm the. ports of the 
Man upon and exports, 





bctw«en'lh^ 5tK Jttuflijr t79* v,.„, 

Janoary. )S04i, w^bb «■> ptMoMd t6 thb|b«<&f« 
bouse jjpoti the 10th ilajrof ApriUMu thef porirtKM^^^^ “ 

laMaessioo ofpiurHamnt^'tmalao refen^ $| . 

and who wtah em{>oWiertK}‘ to t^rt toe4r{meblil^’41«^'is«bid<lii%,-^ 

proceedings^ tofsethefwith their 
tion# and opinion tbereupbti, frotn time 
time« to the house t that the committee 

bad examined ttfeanttters to thetiii«fefTeti>tmfe«^^ti^(h»>y#jW™t»<^ti!e!f^.^,^ 
and ihtd come to several toaolatioM^er«<[sm^. 
upon, which tiiey had directed hhn to 

port to the bouae; and be read tltorapeKl Awm t^^.W^tcb^lAi^'if^.hieli 
ill bis place, and towards delivmted It 
at the table, whmie the same was reaitf 

the resolntioiu' of- the commtttto-aTer«a['fiei#qf#|i'’OCti^^^vt^':ja«l£^,ti^^ 
followetb, rtz. “ Resolved, fh'atthia a>m^| ^ 'lai^W 

“ mittce, having considered tliedoeii^e^ I iie{fe9‘|tmiHeitl|>it9i^t«^vi^pthB.«leiM^^ 
“ aud evidence which have been laid' he»'. j gepd|et 9 «i im ’* ’ 

“ fore them, are of o[tioion, that the 0citi-[titotoit^t.4l^dmltbitt^d^ 

*' tioner has fully established the al^[^{ bml«d^tlb;i^clatm^:pi«tiirt^ 

“ tions of his ^ition'.’ '’Reserved, that]' tioble(tet»edatnMv«ttd^iba.;^^peiiiQii^^ 
“ it is the opittkm of this committee, tbatjof'Jat|ee- li ;ik pewmr ’whk^’ w '.thtn^nli 
" it would be proper to recommead to^hej 6od,‘i^^ kii^of tiiia cwMdrr 
'* house, that parliament should grafit'toeh la powMcfI taitiiig tlui- 
“ farther compeMation as sbaU atom ddesIwtU..' /Thjb fUweV'tht house . Of 
“ quate for the beneth of the 'petitioner ]tim i|ti»'OjliMiHs whci!.mwtl»-ptop^.t^^ 
*' and the other heirs-general of the}todtitti^10f;ttto'ii>M^**'>Wdent^!t>.:^ 
“ seventh ear] of Derby, according to the | tins 'S^-the'^beitidatinw . at 
“ provisions of the act of -the fth of king |tonieadtat'exttaOrdhiai|<Shat tiiCHj^:;||i^^ 
James the First, and that such cOffipen<| claims bad 'been rtg^c^, ^^Recrgsuiop^ ; 
'* saiion should be charged on the revenue ! di^ibetatk^, 1^. tha pi^ coanml«'-wit^;|ls' 
“ of the Isle of Man.’* * Itioble htnii^ aipall»r{ l«iwa..:i(M*iff 

Mr. Cvrwtn did not wish at this m<s I SidisdotoX'waato tile bead cf .adaataiiiui|4 
nient to Oppose tiie reception of this report, | tKm<">an ^mihistititiOnssfakb he had anit^;’ 
though he totally ol^ected to its esmtentad portnf* which he tiitoold ever reaped >4w 
and his wish was, t^t the snlgect sitouldiadiiohhmeeiisidflind'tia.xa' touch 
undergo a hill dtscussieo in a' comnuttee|^o«aobbi|haa,|h)(dr^aihi^ it.wahis^. 
of tlie whole house, aud that tile whoMesthidf yeA'hf 
of tba merits of the noble duke's claireBts|i|Mded^afl(iia.'todti[hto«tik>tt.(^’ 
should be Wrly and fully Mvestigated; Hdi armday sset)^' wikb tiHMbcSHymf 
hoped the house,- in its attention to thefto aRtM .tiephtatiti^ iwaid toktil^:aj|Offi^' 
claims of the Ooku of AthdH, would not and. soUahmi^pHatiNh-fortimiteaidABCtiiih^^ 
be unmindful to the compfadnts.'of a nw* I the thsd tii^ ^ 

merous and loyal body of Ms hajes^’aflbu^te^t mwtlhptioeiatoto-W^ 
sublets, though not- repreMiited in<t&ti}h^#dotodtimfh;«f4hh^hi0dS(S»»w^^ 
house ; . and os it Wras the peimliaf prhi.sf 'cial^ 'fid'tifh«t'tit^dp^fi|ia.«oe^ 
lege of parliament at'-weR tot'.'w^Towmefhhte 
the modes of ’ rbishfg . towu^ 
pockets of Ms mi^esty^i 
guard 'witii vigi]iatce’>-1|i 
ment, so he trusted hs 
bkaats of the 

exposed to inipoatv wl^>i| siiih' dhai' jdinbh iHhfpi ) 

thpyshouM 

noble dttltei who obtihuMt the 

taxing theta jjusi'iff’ he^^bashdr'sd-lsb^wiiifssitt'lfti’tlipli^^ 
mere will anditiprket "’nor 

lie money -to- lis'iwtli^ hi -tie peMWtaip»'yfetiii<wti>l|wiMw^ . 

of demamia; wot' 'Ihondfed wti'' «ay'|nskitr.|*eatld .#» V 


-- 




a^&rVof 

frl^td ik>t he might be'tti^ 

cdl^ylf, ftithtB laj^^p^riod of i& se&sfoo, 
^ Ai^yhato 6f ' time i^olumipi^B dm 
to be iivbfeh, he ccmtetk^ 

wrein ^tit already; and that ibd hi^ii. 
Sl^tlMlnad hfdd derived hisififotmalioo from 
emitted c<^y; He concluded by moidog, 
thd' Vepdft be taken into conaidera^ 
Ilob dn ^aeadaj he>cfv woeiopj^c^ 

S ' Mh Cerweh, Mr, 'Creevey, Wn Hurst, 
r. Wmdhatn, bnd MK Jq^metoee. ’ They 
. eHirj^fessed their wUb, 


W d Silett ■ [45* 

'lX9r tt»jdrtty/6i; The report was 
then ordered to be taken into considera* 
tion on Tuesday. ‘ ' 

^ [SaLBcrC0MifrTTa»oNTna£x«£tE2rTK 
ISa^av Rsfort .1 Mr4 Serjeant. 
l^rlset sir^ to call the attention of the house 
to a subject, perhaps one of the most im* 
portant to its Own privilciges that has ever 
been agitated wKhin thAe walls. From 
|r|lie eteventh report of the commissioners 
of naval enquiry, it appears, that enor- 
mods sums of tM public money have been 


raitred :by loans, apd disbursed for alledged 
ybbh tlie report 6f his majesty's minis- 

printed, "and stated of this house, 

dbieg that m due It ... 

. to hurry through the hbaio in^a W 
Jirhat had occupied the attdotido. til the^ 
privy conncil Ibr seveidi! ifc the 

administration of iotd 
live had been put tm the claitm. of the 
duke‘ of Atholb end why stioul#* Aat be 
. reversed I The attorney and aoKcti^or ge-; 
nerai had deckred theif optniqius^ s^aiaat 
him. If ! new mkitet had'^*Wn brought 
forward since that^ritney ihti csie '^o^ 
boiagain referred to the^eoiisidefatiatt of 
thb daw officers, jiOid sbbuld they ^report 
TaVbdrably to the nol^ du ke, there could j 


be tKf'Abjpe^On to tb«- Hdini$sion.«f 
hit dettian<t.<.>An'|[aMiH>dineHt. was uioved 
Mr. JolinstoiK^ that the. rejpoTt-abauld 
t^taken into cunthlemtion'on^Vettnesdav, 
the 5th "Of June, otheF'hanijv 

‘Col. Stenley, lorrt Glei»b«?#>ei.«irWt ficir- 
fi>'«^.''Mr%.;Ro«e^''Mf. 1. H/ hromiei aiid 
of 'hie'^Kch^het't'^chlrtefli^ 
^■totlt'^^<feideOta;oh<iiihictt. theotMto 

hehtfpiral,'lwt4|iito 

. xthiefly {han the-ithfe 

eonuniariooers .'tot: li^^jtiilreafiy .to 
ihe^pouevimot theh«iike;^i.iitottld oreate 
•h»iueleM ^delity it.i’ $toee. thts 

iD^tOir'giy’ett'hjr t^;fti^xiifBehi«^«tld:{ttBtiat 


#.^to'fao4l4) 
-ik» wyeet 



Miftf 

hK 

I jBOI|.f 

, , , , , ea!^<U«i4|M| , 


.ind ykhoui'^ any account laid before par- 
flaimeht of' sueb disbursements. Sir, know- 
ing, as we do« tho opinion of the public 
WHhOutrdoors^ Expressed from every part 
c^]tWimtU>n/of^ Aie laudable vigilance ex- 
erted^by tbe* ci>lnmfssk>ners of naval en- 
quiry, w ^iioni other abuses have been 
referred Tor investigation, ahd feeling, as 
we liiust, Ikun tecent abuses in the expen** 
diturcof public money, the necessity which 
exists^ iu times like the present, for exert- 
ing, with the utmost vigilance, the peculiar 
privilege a^hich it is the province and the 
duty of this bodse at all times to exercise 
over. the public finances; yet, in calling 
the aijliention of the house to this subject, 
I do , not mean they should pronounce 
judgment against the parties inipUcated, 
upmt the mere evidence of the report it- 
self; for. altliough the facts stated therein 
^ay have been, proved tp the satisfaction 
hf the commissioners,’ and we have every 
.i^son,to rely tin their veracity, still I am 
Mieluifed to think, the bouse, before it pro- 
ceeds to any measures against the parties 
implicated, ought to go into the enquiry ; 
and' this will be the object of the motion 
which i shall have the lionour of propo- 
ihia$day. Sir, it cannot be necessary 
ipipvn«e $0 remind the house, ; tliat it is the 
^i^eii'duty of parliament to vyatch over 
bu^iiopltkuimii, md to take eare that no 
prqai& aremade opoo it by any minister, 
more especially 
peculiarly under 
the^ ^use of commons, 
^public purse. 


ir imi^lble .for a^^ ntan to look at 


the>^lsciwsts!tiad in'the>repqrtjOtf your table, 
any^more than at other facts of a 
simik^.f^iture, that . have come under your 
l^epnjd!^ not to. » see that the 

abliSe^^^ and 

that scarcely any law tak been pa$s^ for 




PARU*: 

tbe aecuritjr 0 |f our eons^tatioo 
points, i^at hfts Qotbeeo/violati^d,: >1 know 
not if it will b« disputedt wbolbor money 
van be raised and- dtsborae^ in tbia king- 
dom, iur the service of the vrown^- withoiit. 
ttie consent of parliament; hut that large 
sums of money have beea'so. raised 
disbursed, we have, seen from recent. end 
undeniable facts. It,' therefore, becomes 
highly necessary to ascertain wh^er loans 
of money can be raised from the people 
by the ministers of the crown, without the 
consent of parliament, consistently wit^ 
the principles of, the British cousUtutionii? 
because scarcely a. sf^sioQ. o^ .pariian^t 
passes without one or snore 
the minister to raise loans for the stale' 
u|>on exchequer bills;: and if. it he the law 
of the constitution that loans cannot he 
raised .upon exchequer . billsi without that 
permission, it certain^ Cannot be legal to 
issue navy bills for the purpose* But 
though I may entertwn no hopes of sue* 
cess in the motion which it is m^ purpose 
to oiler, it is my duty to-bring it forward, 
and at least to slate to the hqpse \yhat for- 
men parliaments have done in similar ea- 
ses, and what opinion they: entertained df , 
the power of ministers to raise public 
loans without their permission, -It ap- 
pears by a resolution of the house, pasS^ 
on the 7th of June, i6'80, that if any per- 
son whatsoever should issue exchequer 
bills, or other government securities, for 
the purpose of raising sums of money for 
the service of tlie crown, witlrout the con- 
sent of parliament, be shall be responsiMe 
to parliament and in other resolntions, 
the same principle is directed against any 
person who shall purcliase tallies by an- 
ticipation. But, siri auot^, principle is, 
tliut it must be obvious govlirnmehi-ean- 
not raise loans from the ptiblic, vtitbout- 
the consent of this, house: for iftfott-hOose, 
were, once to admit such a.prindf^, .pi 
pass such a meastire 
not only < suirepder tito'’inofi.vya|ttitofo 
its privileges, 
has obtained, %\itb.- 
follow. A learned 
ttilution of thiscouOttyj^Slil®ifol^.|^^ 
that it has so guarded 
passage, by 

vade our rights, -tlmt^^'iis^it ;c«ttim^ 
raise any loan or supf^i^. pnite.fi}<^M|y: 
without.tbe consent, : 

.tlierefoi»;.dbUged the »W^.- 
call meetii^ of 


tbn. en^hwi'?! 

which ocftocreAdJortly elfoc;l^fp; . , 
to pnvebowjeebus -tim 
in tbosKdays, of their .piirifogillA^ 
poi«t.-.,v,'Bie in8tai»oe,-t4.,u*i^;.^;,) 
is that osT the, 'Bank ect, wIuciii:iB^ 
tenns, dehats-.'tbe gdvermitoiii' lfoD 
rondng Ibens pf . 

rectors of ,the»Baink,. widifostf 
ofparUamdOt:. end. is- it: jpK^ahie, |rii||^, 
th.at. gevhrnment shotidd. 
from; hollowing- imoosiy\lnim '.the, 
andh#left .at liberty tp raise loaoii^ 
oth^ f- '.Thev.fact is, -that the cesttfo^inl 
intte .Bepitc'.pet «w mhdaon p^cpeiht-p^; 
the.eoniiectfon ethdung hatweep^vffii^v 
qaent apd d» Senhv e>Ml to gslSrdpgili^ 
the (MobabJe in^dnee of the Atrineit 
-tfa^ latter^ and. the . consequent- faoU>iy;i^ 
pr^riitg thent^ loum of mcney. 
sir, it never - eonlid have eutered -into Uiei 
appreheiaeion.jof the -IVaiiistrs af that aet^' 
that ministefS -might ^be. at. liberty to get 
into the. city -and search fromooe street to 
anothef ttfraUe.inopey % dm aid of btm» 
km,;; , Wfontf itbe- mason. triiy they ffmi'. 
fined the restriction, so .peculiarly, .to .tito; 
Bank was, .ymt- never once suapecto^ii 
asl|. other meaof ;would . be riMortedto*' 
MPo^ct therefon is-'to'-abaw how shch^/ 
evils have -been, guaided.e^iost fay-tbii/ 
edftstitution. No inend)er..of -thisbouseil^! 
wbo 'lived witbi».'li%i years of the re«ig|ih' 
don, could, ba.i||pc(mceived thnbany midar 
ter of thd ««oiifo,'.jOr any government In' 
dnapottoiuy.'vtouUhfumventntod to-adopit 
ijke.;toeasurm. %- thin , way. which we havip - 
smn’imK^ss^-mBknt the last -few. years;' 
andpasitnl without any entinity- .-.Grew ; 
since Ihe y^-lSOQ, -incU^endtmuy Wl th* , 
vast’Boi(iMi;.?.ef .navy InUs that fanvpbeea.,' 
imued. Uifiiw only^^d way they oughtto' 
haverbneh issued, nnmriy,. forv stores and’ 
aotoihanrVicnsf.-knd which bocontiog due,''. 

^pff,i.weratoke«;up 
hdforto bmrof. tatp 
Ba^»' -- no-.ifotoa.iij^''' 

r':foKd< of >‘Btia COAIIv . 

.made imparBameaiu.' . 
that 



to levy any^nioimy m^odt.iil[^^sil^ter^ 



4t»»laf 


fwffof cbaoml tor gnmiing «upp!i€», it 
ifatonfy iwwesMvy to issue u letter from 
tbe aecretety of the treasury to authorisse 
the nuitiig of enormous sums upon navy 
Ml)s» But, iir, my objection goes Ooual* 
ly tci; mmH sums as well as laige ; hediuse 
j|«|A hdmit a small sum to be thus rafi^ 
to4£y», a large one will be raised la like 
mniier to-morrow, in the process of a 
little time, any sum, however enormoOs orj 
SMuieeessary, may be raised bynhe crcdrei; 
mitbout the consent of this lioiise^ In this 
eascr sir, it appears, that the order fibtn 
the treasury issued on the lt4th of October; 
on the lOdi of November the moaiy whs 
wised; parliament sat the very next dayt 
yet no commjsnicatioo whatever was ma^ 
to this boose. It is tmnecessafy hr 
to^state whai would have been the 'opinion 
of parliament in 'otbef tiines oponr a pro- 
ceding of thie sort. It is however clear, 
Ibaitheenoniioui sum I faavolitefeed has 
been raised without any applicatiou for 
the assent of the house of commons. It is 
•uflicient for me to say, that this sum' Was 


from the mcpUnatibn I sbalt this day re<- 
ceive (I allude to "the manner in which 
they have paid away' the money, and 
Whiehy in my mind, is Still more repre- 
benstble than the mode of raisins it 
was sorely their doty to have submitted 
the whole of the circumstances under 
which they acted to parliament, and the 
proof of necessity would have obviated all 
objections to complete Indemnification. In 
page 449 of the lieport, you dnd, by the 

Andrew Snape lia- 

his answer thereto, that those 
bills were issued for the purpose of raibiog 
oKtmsjr, and not for stores furnished, or 
actual services rendered, which would 
have been the only legal ground ; and in 
the next Jtatement you find them stated as 
bills regularly isstsed for stores received 
and 'Services tendered. This, sir, was a 
most gross' imposition upon the house; 
for insfoad of being issued to discharge 
debts to come due in the course of the 
current year, they are appropriated to pay 
tlie debts of former years; and thobcaie 


raised at periods, 'during gtbat phrt ofldircufustanceawhich, if parliament had not 


which parttetnent was sitting t and'tbat n6 
communicatkwi whatever was made. Now, 
sir, if it be aot lawful for the government 
to raise money sskhouf the consent of par-j 
Imneiit, will My man say^this transaction 
it legal f What^ % hik, is the pretence to 
j^lify itf State-necesrity will, t allow, at 
ttUBesaiisei that may autlfbrise such eon- 
duct ha a miaisteri; bdt if catiaof prevail 
fos two years togafocr, not supersede the 
duly of eommanlcathm to parliament As^ 
>tbe acts stands, it is illegal. All I ask, 
then, is> for the house to gp into tbeen- 


been imposed on, it would never have sanc- 
tioned or consented to such a violation of 
its own privileges. Such a conduct, sir, 1 
submit, was M the highest degree repre- 
hensible, and if such attempts to impose on 
the bouse, by the production of false % ouc h- 
ers or false returns, be permitted, the con- 
sequence must be to destroy all confidence 
in the aecQuiits stated by ministers. No 
tmiisactioA can be more repugnant to law; 
possibly it may be explained away; but 
until 1 have other proofs, I mu&l agree 
witli the. opinion expressed by the coUiniis- 


i|iuiy,aad let it be for fooseimtleinen on. sfoners in their rU;>ort, that they see no 


Ibe otW .id. of the houw fm shew 
' (MiktMic. of aay .taite-MMudty, not 
jtatenMAt. tMfo, Irat by Mgniar i>«id«ibe 
ft eompHlteoi By kn* tbe is 
MStriftMl fMMi'borroiitn^ ittMNiy ^ My 
fMtpofts. »«Mi fisft MyilNI 

) irircamrtftMd^ i ttS' 


lOsson why thtto should have been any 
depatture llroni th. usual form of proceed- 
ings and resort had to such measures as 
tbete iftmeasores which, I believe, would 
iKver^wve beeu 'disoctvered, but would 
have remainod'for ever conecatod from the 
Ittd it not tarn' for the talents and 

„ >t%i{aMe of tne tOmmJwioners of naval 

naiiar cauid- ttot-’ ffjMM'tP ff H was possible that any such 

iMtifo tbo metooT*i*B9lirMHtr|BlHSlisi4^4W wist for two years, 

ttUeanfri But, 'lir^> tli^f«>ll IttmiW ’«i^ kkn iMcoqMW^'bf ffaO' boaftthig statements 
IHHMtaiai!* ^aOhich t mBMa-mB mom tfofiiig thaf ^e to this boose I For 
Ant «f whim I' him UMWdit iMtead ofwt'Womitty bekW'in that mise- 
i fe^tliM&4W^«aH9Wrtiiiilstm. mhta ttu. bf m^mey whtdi called for 
ia,th» W hi|l tf W I ^ Uwurw smh'dmpnsti' as^tents, tbt right fion. 

gmfe ommfotly'ttatad, io pompous lai>. 
> Am he |eiitif|'iliarwh mtd abandaot roiourees to 

-t ariftiiMentood' it) ^ eaifty bh'the war id' which we Were enga- 




ged. Wbcrtsat it would now 
were in • »Ut« irf pewor^. »WE«*t 

but one of two rwfttW that oouW 
any minister in sodt a case; nama^t 
either bis estimates* most have been ahortl 
of the ptoper amounty or a part of the mo* 
iiey voted for naval . services must have 
been employed for the purposes of Um 
army, or some other service-; a^ this 
too would be aaothtr .instance of violation 
of the law, which strictly forbids 
plication of moneyf voted for one purposs# 
being appropriated to any <Hher«< How 
has it happened that money, was not pto^ 
vided, when the navy bills are bso^ 
three niontlis, and therefore could uol 
come by surprize?— Sir, I think, I have 
proved that there is ground to charge ^s 
majesty's ministers in this case with a vio-^ 
lation of the hsw, a misapplicatioa of the 
public money, and a gross deception upon 
this bouse; and unless the right hon* gent, 
can shew that I have totally mistaken that 
report, and justify his own conduct, it 
must be plain that he has violated the con* 
stitution* At all events, I have shewn 
enough to prove the necessity of going into 
enquiry— I have to complain, in the next 
place, of another violation of law, in taking 
from under the control of ^ lords of the 
admiralty those transactions, for the suc*^ 
cess or failure of which ,they only are re« 
sponsible, aud transferring them to that of 
tiM! secretary of the lords of the treasury, 
who have no more to do with them oflici- 
aJly than tlie lord chancellor. Sir, 1 will 
say, that any commands so given to any 
naval officer, not sanctioned by the first 
lord of the admiralty, ought not to have 
l>een obeyed. It has been settled by an 
order of council, as appears in page 499» 
that all naval juries must be directed by 
the lords of the Admiralty, and any diifor* 
ence of opinion be vUUimately subject to 
the control of thet,, first lord; all navy 
contracts, except for secret service, musi 
be mode under bis direction. .You will 
find, that 100,0001. has been, raifod, by; 
navy bills, for secret, service, by the i&tifo 
ill<.*ga1 mode. But it must te obvious, that 
navy bills cannot be legalivifoti^ for secret 
services; the proper fund provided by iiw 
for secret services beiisg the civil Ust, under 
what is called the civuiisi / And 
right hon. gent, who inteddu^ that hall,‘ 
so framed it, because ifo 
proper source, as mimstetsw^iw ije^^ 
hie to parliament for all 
for specifio service, but ndt for seefol spr**, 


.vice;, 

plied kkm any sii.m ^foc foe eMnq^iid^ 
of whkh mfolifofa.iwe,)riapcmttb)e^^ 
lecurUy thenhufoe heutrfor 
pf ififob.4mmey:?-iibte.«en 
msnister, as iu ttie'-cMel/so6h:^iaih^^ 
nothing ImtAmeiwetieiiiea t bsiihif;||^ 
t beg. to'asfc'^ whadier-;pfwttaiHM$hV^^^ 
said to haveaiqr ccMUrole^ alii 
is the iori'of' by^. 
to cover the aiq^diiura 
$$i 0 Q 0 U iu one matanoeetafodiVia : 

to a man whose name «e#ii ii not meiia i 
tinned,, and ifi^ciOOl. in imc^beki^foe^esia^^ ; 
vkes of too d^icata a nSturs^ fotspt^ 
to be disoiosed even fo tha^coimtduaiie* ^ 
hers, of; enquiry, knowwot to wbelr v 
mi profusion and irmponsiUttly 
travel perl pam, ^ But bis mi^ty ^s niK 
pisfors, not satisfied » with 
^w, violate oven the rules laid dowwby^ ' 
themselves. ,lf, iioweverr the oomaslssid* 
ners of the navy, and those of^naval >eo«r. 
quiry, are men not fit to be entrusted ^widi 
such confidence, they are unworthy of their . 
offices^ and ought to be dismtsied. i ad^ 
mire, however, .this fostidlous delicacy, ' 
which can, disburse such sums as ^^OOOl* 
in one instance, and -l6,000l; ia anothST; 
without even a memorandum of the mode 
of expenditbre,. while foe latter turns out 
to be the evei* memorable stone expedition; ^ 
known io eveiy waterman on the river foiig 
before it was atkeanpted, in vain, to beear^ ^ 
ried into elfoct— Having now^. sir, stated 
to the hctum^.tbe:grouud of my moUonv I 
do not call upon it to pronounce judgments 
We stand upon adi^rent footing from thag 
of a former night, when you, nr, by yonV 
decision, d^ so . much honour to yodrisif 
and the h^and important statioti jtouiBtv 
There oiur judgment was wanantedby thie 
addnssipn ^ the party accused; bat hehs 
we have no such ground to go upon. *Qih . 
house* however, ia ealled upon to^iutwa- 
tigafo» aod;lhe I^ht hon. gent, hastold^ai: | 
.djathe w# BQl ^ose any iut^dgatic)^ 
as;for^ itgpes hh own couduct^ 

bukWhbtber itj^^pfo^mor it it 
foruf to enqniiw^- .It isour duty to invey-. 
tll^te. 'Waowo>.U^^ 

mtjes^’s midisteis dtoy, perhaps, ifoto 
opt a ceia for tfafiirf own justifica^i^li^ 
atoboand, tofswn the oos 
oajy^ whidy but', 

.bw. ' I hot 

isho.iwuiAe 
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4 KouQtry, shall be bound to .administer 
according to the laws of the land, and 
not by their own wJU, caprice, or private 
judgment; and that no minister shall be 
allowed to depart from this law with inipu* 
nity* . Sir,/ it was objected to the motion 
of friend of mine (Mr. Fox), for 

tbe^Siikucipauun of the catholics the other 
Slight, that it could not be granted, because 
it was contrary to the established law ol 
the slate, and might endanger the constU 
tution# 1 hope, sir, the same srcupulous 
TOgard for that law and that constitution, 
vvill operate also in this ' case, and that no 
minister will be allowed to vidato either. 1 
shall now move you, sir, that a select 
committee of this house be appointed to 
take into consideration the eleventh report 
of the commissioners of naval enquiry, 
and report their opinions thereon to the 
House.'' ■ 

The ChmcelloT of the Exchequer said, it 
would not be necessary for him to trouble 
the house long, as he was so far from wish* 
itig to oppose the enquiry proposed by the 
hou. and learned gent, that the appoint- 
ihent of a committee for that purpose was 
the object of his jmrticular desire. He 
was sure the result of the enquiry would be, 
to explain the matters referred to by the 
hoii. and learned gent, in a manner p^r- 1 
fectly satisfactory to the house ; and it was 
the more necessary these matters should 
be so explained, as the hon. and learned 
gCnt. had had room so completely to mis. 
Ukc them. He could not, however, agree 
t6 the motion in its whole extent, Wause 
that part of the report which related to 
secret service could with propriety be re- 
ferred only to a secret committfee. What- 
aver was uot of that nature, he was ready to 
. allows tx>'go to a select committee. As it 
• might be inconvenient that two committees 
&}i6uld sit at the same time on the same 
suhjiect, the same witnesses' being likely , to 
oxamiued by both, and perhaps to be 
wanted by both at the sathe time, be should 
recommend, that the committee for thO' 
gdrieVal matter be iusiitutcd first; and when 
that committee should have made its re- 
port, tlie committee for the secret matter 
may be appointed. Though he agreed thus 
geb'eraily in the objects ot the motion, lie 
cpuld not help olfering some observations 
, on what had fallen frqmtbe hon. aud learned 
as to ‘ the idea that issuing 
lr^jte|py bills to rehevv^others, or to raise 
mc^mo pay them pff tending to nothing 
otillSan a sospeusiotf of piurliittxDent, Uic 


sittings of which it would render unneccs-* 
sary, striking at the same time at the vitals 
of the constitution, be; had to observe in 
the firsa instance, that this was not the opi- 
nion of tlie commissioners , of enquiry, 
whose diligence, talents, and integrity, 

I were so much comuiended by. the hon. and 
learned gent. I'hey were satisfied with say* 
ing, that they did not suppose tlie practice 
arose from any in direct motive, though it was 
irregular. The hon. aud learned gent, had 
argued with more eloquence than was ne- 
cessary^ on a point which nobody could be 
inclined to dispute, that it was the duty of 
kings and their ministers to govern ac- 
cording to law. But the hon. and learned 
gent, had overlooked the practice that had 
so long prevailed from session to session, 
on the necessity inevitably felt of incurring 
a navy debt from year to year, for services 
not provided for in the year preceding. 
This practice had been long recognised and 
had never been complained of. A mea- 
I sure which he had the honour to recom- 
I mend, had rendered the issue of these navy 
bills more economic, and had been the 
means of saving millions to the country in 
the last war. This was the system of pay- 
ing all bills at the day, for if money was 
not ready to thus, the credit must of 
couise be impaired, 'J'he reasons why the 
navy debt grew up were various, arising 
from the naliue.of the service, and the 
manner in which it was provided for. The 
house voted a certain number of seamen, 
which was made the ground of a rough 
charge under all the difterenl heads. The 
pay might perhaps calculated with some 
accuracy, if the numbers did notvary ; but 
the wear and .tear, victualling, exlraor- 
dinaries, stores, and other exponces, were 
necessarily uncertain in their amount. It 
would not besides be denied, that his 
majesty^ if he saw occasion, had not a 
rigwt to increase the number of seamen 
employed, while parliament was not sit- 
ting. The prices of stores and victualling 
fluctnated fi-om year to year, so that it was 
imp6sbible any estimate could preclude 
the necessily of incurring navy debt. The 
measure which had been taken, at his re- 
commendation, ill the lust war, of in- 
creasing the allow'ances from 4l. to 71. a 
month, hy.d gone very far to reduce the ac- 
cumulation ; but it was impossible to pre-- 
vent the debt svltogether. The practice of 
issuing navy bills 'vas as old as the revolu- 
tion.' For a long time the only regula- 
tion with respect to the payment of them 
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wa^, that those of longest ftaoding shoold 
be paid first. < Thus may be outstand* 
iag for fifty' or sixty years, without any abf> 
solute obligation to pay at any precise time. 
The alteration that had been adopted in 
\79^ went not to prevent the issue of bills, 
winch was impassible, but to provide that 
U)^ should be paid at the end of 16 
months. The object of this regulation was 
to relieve the bills from the difficulties under 
which they laboured in the American war, 
when the uncertainty of payment rendered 
tliem subject to a discount of from 12l. to 
181. per cent. This provision not being 
found saflieient, it was settled in 1796, 
that they should be paid at three mouths, 
'i'his regulation did away the discoufit. and 
was the means of saving many minions to 
the nation. . it was intended not to pre- 
vent the issue of the bills, but to remedy 
the depreciation of the paper, and to faci- 
litate the public service. It happened | 
that some of these bills could not be paid 
at the end of the three months, from causes 
which the committee about to be appoint* 
ed would enquire into, without breaking 
in on the money reserved for the expetices 
of the dock-yards, wages, and other ex- 
pences, an immediate fund for which was 
indispensable. It wOs necessary, therefore, 
to issue fresh bills to those of the former 
holders, who were willing to accept them 
as a substitute, and to raise money on the 
credit of others for those who insisted on 
payment. I'his amounted to notiiing at 
tlie utmost with respect to the holder than 
tlie payment at six months of what was be- 
fore paid at fifteen. The money being 
raised for the purpose of paying bills issued 
for naval purposes, was, bond fide, ap- 
plied to naval services, and fairly accounted 
for to parliament os such. The hon. and 
learned gent, on this ground supposed a 
fictitious account, calculated to destroy 
the credit of all documents laid before par- 
liament from the public offices. lie sup- 
posed the documents purported that the bills 
were for one service, while the committee 
would find they were forafiother. There 
WHS no list of the particular application of 
the sums of money voted for naval services 
laid before the house, only an account of the 
collective amount of the sum granted, stat- 
ing that it was applied tq nav^ services. It 
was to be supposed, howev^v, from 'tire pro* 
fessional habits of the hoii. emlteained genu 
that he would not lightly prefer a charge of 
such a serious violation of the law; and 
therefore it was to be expected, that from 
Vnr . v-. 


whatsoever soiKfeiB he might havedeiired 
them, he should come to the comnditee 
prepared to give proofii of the charges he 
bad made; or, in failure, that he should 
return to the house prepared to retract 
them. It would be recollected that tha 
year 18(H) was a year of peculiar 
ties. We bad an internal visitation nf&ar< 
city, which was not only a cause of gene-« 
ral distress, but had the effect of enhancing 
the public expences connected with the 
feeding of our fleets and armies in a very 
great degree indeed. In that year also, to., 
wards the close of it, we w^ere menaced 
with a couferleracy of the Non hern Pow'crp^ 
who had assumed the character of hosti** 
lity to us on points esseiiliul to the honour 
and safety of our empire. Great exertions 
became necessary in consequence, for the 
equipment of our Heet ; and the services 
of the noble lord, then at the head of the 
marine department (earl Spencer) on the 
occasion, would ever be renitntbered with 
gratitude. The consequence, however, was 
great difficulty, and a great increase of 
cost in most articles of naval stores. The 
increase in cost was not less than from 40 
to 80 per cent. This expence did not go 
on as the hon. and learned gent, supposed, 
from March 1800 to May 1802. For the 
latter part of this period, he was not re- 
sponsible, but he was willing to take the re- 
sponsibility upon him. 'I'hehon. and learned 
gent, bad fallen into a mistake on this 
point ; and from the manner in which, the 
report adverted to it, there was reason to 
think the commissioners tliemselves had 
made a similar mistake. The issues the 
hon. and learned gent, noticed so particu- 
larly, began in Oct. 1800, and ended in > 
March 1801. They ended as soon as the 
loan for that year aCTorded means of mak- 
ing arrangements fdr ihc payment of them. 
The other issue began in Sept. 1801 ; the 
difficulties continued to the spring of 1802. 
The prelimiuaries of the peace had been 
negotiated in the early part of this period, 
but the definitive treaty was not con- 
^ eluded till near the end of it. No loan 
could be made while the price of stocks 
fluctuated in the uncertainty between the 
two periods, so as to leave no room for a 
satisfactory' bargain. As soon as the loan 
afforded the means of an arrangement*, it 
was made, and the issue had not been stntQ 
recurred to. He thought it right, even 
the present stage of tlie business, to offer 
this explanation* He wished for the eo» 
quiry, and he was sure it would be proved 
P 
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by the accounts the committee vould have 
to refer to, that the conduct so much com- 
plained of, was not deserving of censure. 
As to the ninety day bills, that could not 
be thought a subject for grave enquiry. 
Perhaps the dift’erence between oighty-nine 
and ninety days was allowed for in the 
bargain ; or the contractors might have 
thought it so little, being only Of^d. in lOQl. 
as not to be worth attending to. Even M r. 
Goldsinid, whom he mentioned with re- 
spect, atcustoined as ho was to calcvda- 
tions of this kind, had sutlered this dif- 
ference to pass without notice. It was 
therefore not to be wondered that it es- 
caped the navy board ; and it was hardly 
to have been c.\ peeled that the house of 
cominons would look to it with a tnu’iosco- 
pic p.ye. The thing had been, be^uJes, cor- 
rected before the committee of enquiry had 
been instituted. ^Vlth rcs-pect to the secret 
service, be should not enter into it much. 
No disclosure could be made, co u^i stent ly 
with a regard to what was due to the pub- 
lic and that good faith due to the iiM^nts of 
the individual principally aincerned; hut 
he did not hesitate to say he was satisfied 
tlie committee would find it was a service 
which it was the duty of the government 
to promote, and that the merit of the in- 
iiividual principally concerned was deserv- 
ing of the highest consideration. The 
circumstances did not admit of diM’losuie 
at the time, nor did they now. llul the 
committee would report on the merits of 
the service, and that it was sti icily naval 
in its nature, and in titled to be paid for 
directly out of the naval money, if it could 
liave been disclosed at the time. — This he 
VMS sure would be made out to the sutih- 
fiiction of tlie house, and of the learned 
gentlciinin himself. Secret service money 
.was' not to be issued* from the civil list, 
though sours occasionally voted in aid ol 
the civil list, .ma^ be so applied, 'rhe 
lion, and learned genl. c(>uhl not possibly 
think, that admirals or grne.ral-ottieers on 
foreign stations, were not at liberty to ap- 
ply money to the, purpose of procuring in- 
telligence, and that such money might not 
be paid out of the sums voteti for army or 
navy extraordinancs. As to the stone ex- 
pedition, though the report of it may have 
replied Westminster Hall, though it may 
■ have reached the ears of the h<^u. and 
learned gent, uiuiccustomed as they were 
to such things, yet it may have been matter 
of- potdic interest to keep it as secret as 
jios^ible, particularly before.it was com- 

1 ' 


pleled. The circumstances of the other- 
service he had alluded to, could not fur a 
long time be made public ; and possibly 
tlie committee might bo of opinion that they 
never could be. Enough appeared to- 
shew, that the stone expedition was known 
to the first lord of the admiralty, that it 
met bis approbation, and tluil it was a ser- 
vice pcifectly na\al in. its nature, lie had 
great salisfaclion in agreeing to a coiu- 
iiiittee to enquire into ihe geiieial matter 
of the report. When that, general report 
should be brought iqi, as he believed it 
might be in a very few days, he would move 
for the appointiiMUit of a secret comniiltco, 
consisting of five inei'nbers,. to enquire into 
the secret matter. On lh(*se gioumls he 
should piovc, as an amendment, that a 
committee be appointed to enquire into 
the matter i'^f the eleventh report, ‘‘ except 
so far as relates to the 100,000'. issued for 
secret naval service, ' 

Mr. Fo,r said, he should not feel it necca- 
sa.rv to occupy the lime of the house many 
iiiimites, as he did not mean to oVyect to the 
division of the committee. As the right 
hon. gent, however, had thought proper to 
enter into a discussion of some of the 
to])iLS ad\citcd to by his learned friend, lie 
tru^tc<l he should be indulged in making a 
lew observations. The right hon. gent, 
seemed to think that part of his learned 
friemrs argument unnecessary winch 
stated, that a king of this country and 
his minisPTs should govern acconling to 
law’. Jn this he differed from the right hon, 
gent, because there was no truth that should 
be more strongly iinjjiessed on the niinds 
of ministers, than that the house had the 
light to exercise ili constitutional control 
<*ver tlie public expenditure. The move 
.they should investigate, the more they 
wouM discover that the law of the land 
liad been s.u rificed to couTeniciicc. This 
nracine had increased very considerably 
lately, and if nut seasonably dieckcfl, 
might lead to consequences such as his 
hon. friend had stated, liut they could 
not be carried to the extreme, as in the 
time of Charles II. because the silting of 
parliament would be necessary m the end, 
ill order to provide the means of paying 
the money thus raised. He was sure the 
right hon. gent, would not di.sallow, that 
the n>o!ft essential duty of that house was 
to take care that no money should be 
raised but in a manner ajiprovcd by par* 
liament, nor applied but to purposes for 
which it should be directed by parliament. 
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Tlie house had not given any approba- the secret service money, the right hoiu' 
tioij of the niunncr in which money hud gent. had. put it on a good footing, by pro* 
b<*en Friifteci by tlK^se bills. Tiie right bon. posing to refer tlic consideration of that parl^< 
gent, luui adverted lo the inaiuior in which of the report to a secret committee. As\ 
luivy bills were formerly issued, which to the secret services in general, he thought 
practice ho &]k)\ve(l to bo bud, and had it extremely desirable that the sum ex- , 
Mated that the j>n.^e:i)t mode had been piMided should be accounted for on oath, in 
arioptod witli a view to economy, atid as. the same manner as money applied to such 
not being inconsistent with the constitu-' services from the civil Ji^%t under the pro- 


lion. He had hiiMselt supjioiteil the right 
bon, gent.'s bills, bocaiihc he believed the 
tbrmer practice unconstitutional, and in- 
■coiibisteMt with economy in tlie public ex- 
pendiLurt. That, too, had botni the im* 
p.ressifjii, he believed, of the ri^ht hoii. 

liiinsolf when he lirst came into par- 
Jiainent, and took so mcritonous a part in 
the cmiiinittee on the exlraonlinanes of 
tlie army, he meant the coininittoe of wdiicli 
the. fii>t lord Caniolford had been chaii- 
nian. It was lhc;i considered as injiinous 
to, and inconsiatent with the constitution, 
’riie right hon. gent, had bubsiituled bill.'; 
at 1 .) monlhs, and afterwards a.t 90 days. 
'I’his .dtered the law, and, therefore, in a 
coiisliiiilional vie w he could not deem it 
corn'ct to renew the mannor thiit had been 
jv.'iiciiscd U'foro tiiat alteration. — TI utc 
many lliings that rc<jnircd further 
and [)articnlarl> the rnaimcr 
in wine It this money hatl been finally paid. 
It .slimild ala> be ciirjuired into, wlietlier 
lhi‘Ui navy bills might ini\(' been conlmned 
coii..istently with Jaw. ff such a mode 
were once to be admitted, it would amount 
to an lobue of navy bills williont ibc sanction 
of pal liaiiienl. He had himself no doubt 
that the practice was contrary to law; but 
iie should not tlien give any final opinion, 
it was a dillerent case altogether, the sul- 
fermg the exlraordinaries of the army .•iiul 
the navy debt lo accumulate, from the is^ue 
of these fictitious bills preteiuledly issuecl 
l^)r services specified, when they were 
ically issued to raise money only- 'I’his 
was an irregularity which required investi- 
gation. As to the other point, that it was 
not worth referring to the coiiiniittce the 
difibrence between the 8.9 and 90 days dis- 
count, he agreed with the right hon. gen- 
tienian. Hut he did not think that the 
c lrcumstauce having escaped the notice of 
the ^Messrs. Goldsnuds, gentlemen, whom 
he had not the lioiiour to know,* but of 
whose conduct he had a high opinion, was 
.^ny argument in justification of its being 
overlooked by the navy board, because 
undoubtedly, if these gentlemen had been 
informed that they had a right lo the dif- 
KTcnce, they would have taken it. As to 


visions of Mr. Burke's bill. As the execu- 
tive governnient was the channel through 
which all the sums voted for the public 
service were to pass, it was extremely de- 
sirable that such sums should be accounted 
for to the house. Hut on this subject he 
should not say more till after further en- 
quiry. It appeared to him from the re- 
port, that the order of the council had not 
been complied with in the expenditure of 
this naval secret service money, nor 
authority of the lords of tlie admiralty at- 
tended to. As to tho stone expejiiion, h^ 
was ready to admit that the first lord of the 
admirafty, if Im disapproved of it, ought 
not to give it a kind of tacit consent. Hut 
then his rouse n I should have becu obtain- 
ed in form and under ins hand, after con- 
sulting him upon it, and not by commuai- 
caliug It immediately and collaterally when 
dclerniKicd on. TJie lirst lord of the ad- 
miralty should have signified his consent 
by his signature, and then have been re*, 
sponsible for the measure, — He was glad 
l1<i t an eiKjuiry was to lake place on this 
ami on other subjects, in order that it 
might be discovered in what respect the 
law*', had been complied with, in what re- 
spect they had been .’'acrificed to conveni- 
ence, and in what respect it would be ne- 
cessary for parliament to interfere to pre- 
vent any such sacrifices of law lu future, 
unless where circumstances should call 
for It. He did not presume lo deny that 
there might be tfxcepUou&, in winch such 
a £acrifi<*e would lx? ijc*cess.iry ; but ns the 
power of making such sacrifice was liable 
to much abu^, parliament was the more 
bound to take care thnt^ it should not be 
unnecessarily exercised.’ 

Sir Andrew Snape lianioml said, he had en- 
tertained iiopes that ihe paper on the table 
would have satisfied gentlemen on the sub- 
ject of the transaction which had been allud- 
ed to. The reason wdiy be had not had the 
intercourse with the then fiiirt lord of the 
adipiralty which ojjght lo subsist between 
the first lord of the admiralty and the 
comptroller of the navy was, that earl St. 
V^incent had resided mostly In the country. 
He had consented to superintend the stone 
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expedition at the desire of the secretary of 
stale, who had written to lord St, Vincent 
the subject, and received an answer 
conveying his lordship’s approbation of the 
project. When the vessels were ready to 
sail, he wrote himself to lord St. Vincent, 
..In all this he did not think there w^as any 
thing that could justify any reflection on 
his conduct. So far from having wished 
to make himself independent of the adtni- 
ralty, he hud ever wished to take tlie in- 
structions of the /irst lord of the udmiralfy. 
As to the charge of having paid yO days 
discount instead of 8.0, the time had been 
calculated Irorn the day of the issue to the 
day of paynirnt, both days inclusive, con- 
formably to wliat look place in the com- 
nionest occurrences in life. A peison taken 
into employment on one day, and dis- 
charged at the end of a month, should be 
paid for his time, including both the day 
Ot being engaged and the day of his dis- 
charge. The manner of issuing the navy 
bills’ had been the same*as was always piir- 
sjied, and it was really incomprehensible 
what made the committee report on this 
point. When the new mode of issuing 
navy bills had been adopted in 1796, navy 
bills were at a discoujit of 15 per cent, and 
on the expenditure of seven millions in 
1797, there had been a saving of above a 
million to the public by the new mode. 
When the expenditure increased, the be- 
nefit bad been greater. W’hen the iss'je 
"Cff navy bills had been made on the 24tli 
of October, 1800, there wgs but 900,0001. 
in the treasury; and he asked in what 
manner the money could be so well pro- 
cured? lie was happy to bear testimony 
to the conduct of the Goldsipids. They 
never delayed the sums wanted u single 
day or hour. If the house knew of what 
value such punctuality was to government, 
they would view this transaction in the 
light he did. He was happy to state, that 
the navy bills were in us much credit as 
ever; and if they should not continue so, 
be was sure the navy service would be 
reduced to the ennbarrassnients witli which 
it hod becii aflected during the former 
practice. — 'The question was then put, and 
the chancellor of the exchequer's amend*' 
inent agreed to. The committee w'as then 
ordered to consist of members, and to 
be chosen by ballpt t^-mo|Tpw,«*i7A<i* 
journed. 


irorsE OF tonne. 

May 24. 

iMiMUTE*.] rUe fittaJ decjsiofi upon 


Irish appeal cause, Redington r. Rcd- 
ington, was, after some observations from 
the lord chancellor upon the nature of the 
case, postponed till Monday.— The bills 
upon the table were forwarded in their re- 
spective stages, and several private bills were 
brought up from the commons, and were 
severally read a first tune. — ^'I’he lord 
chancellor acquainted the house that he 
had received a letter from a noble peer 
(the earl of St. Vincent), respecting his 
attendance on a committee on the other 
hou.^e of parliament. This was read by 
the noble and learned lord, and the pur- 
port of it was that, were he permitted by 
the house, he did not entertain the slightest 
objection to attend the committee as re- 
quired, or to having any part of his ofljcial 
conduct examined into. Lord Auckland 
moved that a message be sent to the com- 
mons, desiring to know the grounds and 
purposes for which they rerpiired the at-* 
tendance of the earl of St. Vincent, upon 
the committee appointed to enquire, ike, 
which was ordered accordingly, 

[Conduct of Judge Fox.] Lord 
Carlton rose, and observed, that this being 
the day appointed for the house to resolve 
into a committee to enquvie into the 
charges against Mr. Justice Fox, it became 
necessary, from |)ariiculdr circumstances, 
to request of the house the indulgence of 
postponing this enquiry a few days longer. 
Not at all from any unwillingness or im- 
promplitude on the part of the learned 
judge to meet the charges against him; 
lor he begged to remind the house, that 
Irom the first moment that learned judge 
had heaid of those charges, he professed 
not only his readiness, but his most anxi- 
ous wish to meet enquiry, and to be put 
upon the vindication of his character and 
conduct. It was his wish to have been 
heard by counsel at the bar of that house, 
nd nothing was farther from his desire 
than the slightest delay or evasion. But 
on account of the non-arrival of some 
papers material to his defence, it became 
necessary to request their lordships to 
postpone for a few days longer, the pro-r 
ceedings in this business, llie noble and 
learned lord concluded by moving to dis- 
charge the order of the day, and to ap- 
point the committee for Thursday next; 
which was agreed to. 

[State of the Navy.] EnrXDamley 
rose to bring forward hia promised motion, 
in consequence of the notice he had given 
on a former <kty : that motion he felt it 
necessary to preface by some ohservtttiotti 
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on the subject of the enquiry it was hb 
object to propose for their lordships* adop- 
tion ; and he apprised tjbeir lordshipsy that 
the tenor of his motion would be directed 
to the appointment of a select committee 
lo enquire into the abuses which had ob- 
tained ill the naval department. It was 
particularly worthy of remark, that the 
long list of papers for which he had moved 
in the month cf March last, and which had 
been refused to him by his majesty's mi- 
nisters, had been since granted, upon the 
motion of an hon. mcinber in the other 
house of parliament. In order to enable 
their lordships to enter into a full enquiry 
upon this subject, it would not only be ne- 
cessary for them to investigate those papers, 
but several others for which it was his in- 
tention to move, should the house think fit 
to adopt his motion for the committee. In 
the investigation to which he had no doubt 
their lordships would readily be induced! 
to accede, he desired expressly to disclaini j 
all views of personal asperity towards any 
ofiicer of his majesty's government. Public 
justice was his sole motive; nor had he 
any other object ihun to render justice to 
those vvho should be found to have deserv- 
ed well of the.ir country, and to discover 
and bring to account those whose conduct 
had been of the contrary tendency. I’he 
papers for which he had already, and might 
hercaficr move upon this subject, were for 
the purpose of enabling the house to form 
a comparison between the conduct of the 
iate and present board of admiralty, and to 
ascertain which had acted most trieritori- 
ously for the jmblic service. Whether 
that board had acted most wisely and edi- 
cienljy for tlie public defence, who had 
dismissed from the public service u number 
of useless ships which crowded, without | 
strengtliening our navy ; which declined tUei 
giving contracts for ships to the merchant- 
builders, and preferred the building of our 
vessels of war in the king^syaids; which 
dismissed useless and inetfcctive oflicers 
and artisans, and employed otily those that 
were active and efficient; which directed 
iiivestigatioq into abuses and peculations 
in the various departments of his majesty’s 
dock-yards, and put a stop to the most da- 
gitious and prodiga'te systeip of profusion 
and waste of the public money; or that 
board of adqairalty, which reversed Ibis 
system, and by giving tracts for ships j 
to the merchant builder, increased the 
number, but most materially impaired the 
itrengih of our navy^ by (^rowdix^ it with 


ships at ax» enormous expence, but absp^ 
lutely useles to the service. 'Ilie 
now on their lordships' table, consisting qf 
the reports of commissioners appointed , 
the other house of parliament, abounded ^ 
with strong instances, and laid before their 
lordships sufficient parliamentary ground 
to shew the necessity of going into the' 
enquiry. In looking Over those papery 
one of the first objects that struck his 
I mind, was the purchase of some ships of 
I war from the merchant builders, at the 
enormous rate of thirty-four pounds, per 
ton ; some of which, neverthelt*tfs, so far 
from being serviceable lo the navy, or 
adding to its strengtlu were absolutely 
useless. lie would select two for the 
present, and the house would be best able 
to judge, from the report of the officers 
appointed to command them, whether or 
not they were of use to tlie service* The 
one was called the Hindoslan, and was 
attached to admiral Uussell’s equadron; 
and he would read from the report a let* 
ter for the captain commanding that vesseU 
his opinion of his fitness and efficiency : thio 
other was called the Mediator, of which 
the house would also be etiablud lo jQd(» 
from the letter of her captain. The oolw 
lord read the letters from the captains of 
both ships ; from which *it appeared that 
both w^ere so ill built, so utterly dispro^ 
portioned in their masts, rudders, ropes, 
rigging, and guns, and so high above the 
water, as to be totally unmanageable and 
unfit for service. They were both under 
fifty guns, and yet they cost tiie government 
as much as seventy-four gun ships built in 
his majesty’s dock-yards ; and. what was 
still worse, some siiips of thu line were ac- 
tually stript of a principal part of their 
crews to man those useless vessels; and 
thus Uie means of our defence, instead of 
being strengthened, was considerably weak- 
€ned,and our navy reduced to a state much 
below what it was at llie time when a uo<* ^ 
ble lord sat at the head of that department, 
who retired from office, and who bad been, 
by certain persons to whose procoeclings ha 
was not friendly, censured fur his conduct 
in directing the affairs of the navy, which, 
in his (the noble speaker’s) mind merited 
the universal approbation and gratitude of 
the country. Whgit he would wish was to 
contrast the state of the navy at present 
with that in which it stood under the di- 
rection of his noble and gallant friend. It 
might indeed 'have a greater number of 
ships, but were they sq well manned, ap- 
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pointed, or prepared to meet lhat active 
nnd enterprising enemy with whom we have 
to contend, and wlio has never relaxed one 
- tDoment in his exertions to increase his 
strength, and farilitato the accomplishment 
of his views against this country ? He would 
ask his lordship, whether, when his noble, 
gallant, and venerable friend was at the 
head of the adniirally, any such event had 
occurred, astwofonuKlahle fleets of the ene- 
my. triumphantly proceeding to sea, and 
roaming no one knew whither, in dt‘.sj)ite 
of our boasted navy and blockading sys- 
tem; while oar AV'cat India islands were 
attackcHl and ravaged by another of the 
enemy’s stjuadrons ? l.et their lordships 
judge, from this rirnimstance, to which 
praise or censure waMiu).sl (!ue, the late or 
the present board of admiralty. Another 
ground of condemnation was, the system 
of taking ships from the nierchanr con- 
tractors, iustead of buihling them in the 
king’s dock yards, by which means a num- 
ber ofcompetitors,fncr)uraged by those con- 
tracts, were brought into the luarket to out- 
bid the government in the prices of labour, 
timber, and every material for building 
und stores* Thus the ex ponces of build- 
ing in the king’s yard weic increased al- 
most in a double rat it). If their lordships 
would be at the trouble of examining the 
papers upon their tabic, they would jier- 
ceive a most striking instance of this kind 
resulting from the con rrac ling system, 
where, m the space of a lew weeks, no less 
than 170 able shipwiights, in the prime of 
life, quitted the service in the king’s dock-j 
yards of Deptford and Woolwich only, for 
the purpose of being employed at much 
bighfsr wages in those of the mei-chant 
contractors, to build -those very ships 
which, he would contend, but for this sys- 
tem, could be built considerably cheaper, 
as vv^ll as infinitely better, in the king’s 
yards; and he would aver th.it those 170 
men were competent to build the ten se- 
venty-four gun ships now' contracted for at 
36b per ton. Could any case be stronger 
than this to prove the badness of the sys- 
tem on which the business of ship building 
was conducted ? But if flagrant cause foi 
censure existed in that department, it waa 
still worse in the contracts for repairing, for 
it appeared Ihdt the repairs oftheMagU 
cienne, the Andromache, the f'lora, and 
another vessel, which he named, cost, in 
1793, the enormous sum of 63,0001. by con- 
tract, and might have been built at the then I 
coxitriict price for little more than 40,0001. 


Here then was a palpable instance of the 
ruinous principle of repairing hv con- 
tract. It w'as said, tliat in the king’s yinds 
there was not room for laying down first 
rates. 1 le denied the assertion, and slated 
that there w'ere in all the yards, twenty 
•'lips large enough for first rates, whir.h, 
supposing each to rcquiic two^ear^ in com- 
pletion, would be competent wiihiu that 
time to increase the number and strength 
of our navy greatly beyond any neccssil) • 
But till! number of hands engaged in oui 
dock-yards (greatly rciluced, on account, 
as was al lodged, of the inimbiirs dismissed 
by the first lord of the admiraltV') ajijH’ar- 
ed by tlie papers to be greater when lord 
St. Vincent went out of oflice, than at 
present. From the bad supply of timber, 
and the shaicf'ful misiiianiigeirK'nt of mix- 
ing liamls, all sorts, good and bad, and 
paying all equal wage.*', inste.id of striking 
the men into classes, and employing each 
upon the work to whit h they vvoie most 
conqietent, the business of the yards wa.s 
most tardily conducted, and at an cnoi« 
inous exponre. The per'^ons who pro- 
ceeded in tfiis sbamcful iujuukt seiuncd to 
have forgotten the M>luminous report on 
thoir lordships' table, or to suppo^'C at leapt 
that they were deterred by us miiguitiule 
Irom looking into ils conlonts. Not inti- 
midated by this con%idi‘iation, he liiifi 
looked into il mimitely, and felt hirn.'ji.lf 
every whore appalled by the enonnity of 
the pe( nlatiun,aud also the profusion whiclt 
it exhibited. Not wishing to go into par- 
ticular detail at this moment, he would 
just advert to the sixth rejiOJt, which ex- 
hibited such scenes of perverstnes^, inis- 
inanageiiKMil, and criminal prolusion, as he 
did not think it possible could have existed 
in any system, and more e.specially under 
the eye of a navy board, appointed to con- 
duct ill© business of a great nation, and 
formed of men professing character and 
compdence for their post. Among other 
instances wliich this report presented, was 
one, whiere a charge had been made for 
certain repairs and additions to a ship at 
andin another place, for work exe- 
cuted precisely in the same manner, loi.; 
and yet both tliarges were signed by the 
navy board. How it was possible .so gross 
ajid sbamaful an instance of extortion upon 
the country, as that of charging pounds in 
lieu of shillings, could have passed the 
vigilance of any public board, unexamin- 
ed, wa'i to him utterly incouceiveablc.-- - 
The noble lord then proceeded to cxuiiiimj 
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iQan\ other parts of the report, and upontland* lord King» a;nd four of five otfaiT'. 
the whole cotirlemned, in the strongest! peers, to take into considerathm the seve*^ 


terms, the crimmal and atrocious instances 
of negligence, profusion, waste, and pe- 
culation, it exhibited. Again, the noble 
lord disclaimed all personal views in this 
enquiry, yet he could not hut feel that thej 
noble eai I behii\d him (lord St, Vincent) was 
deeply in teres led. He should not ad\ert 
to the malicious rumours which had been 
industriously circulated, nor the \irulent 
])aiiiplilcts, and other scandalous libels that 
iiad been directed against that noble earl. ; 
'I’he noble earl liad been termed, by some 
authority too, the greatest enemy the 
country ever saw. Hut sliinding there as 
the Iriend of that noble eail, only because 
lie believed him to be the trieud of his 
country, for he had the honour of very 
little ofliis persoiidl acquaintance, he could 
not sit down without giving (liowevcr un- 
necessary it niiyht be) tlie most decided 
contr;idi('ti(ni to such slanders [hear 1 bear !] 
'i'hdt noble earl, alter having vanquishea 
llie cneiiiit s of his country abroad, and 
crowned Iier standard with trophies in 
every quarter of the globe, had returned to 
vancjuish her still worse cnounes at home. 
'I'hat noble loid was not the patron of pi"- 
ciildlors, but tl'.e detector of abuses. Hi- 
did not, however, c«dl their lordships* at- 
tention to l!.e 'Jlualu)!! ol the noble earl 
upon any fcjn^nic ration ot his public ser- 
Mces, biillijint and invaluable as they .had 
been to this country; he merely besought 
for him jnstieo at llielr lordships* hands, 
a'^aiiist the base and unfounded impuui- 
tjons rumoured bv those who, in revenge 
for Ins (h*teetion of their misdeeds, had en- 
deyvonred to injuie his clirracler. Instead 
of Li'iijg the worst cntiuy of his country, 
he w’oidd aver him to have be*:*a her best 
theiicl, liy liini it was th.il the encpiiiy was 
set on foot, which led to the detection of 
so many and such enormous liandsojon 
the country. He had set his shoulders to 
the wheels, and m spile of art, influence, 
and evasion, undaunted by the number as 
well as the magnitude of those impedi- 
ments he had to encounter, lie pushed that 
• nquiry to the utmost, and set an example 
to that house, which his country had uut. 
versally applauded, and which the noble 
lord hoped their lordships would adopt. 
Lord Harnley concluded by movirfg, that 
a .select committee of their lordships be ap- 
pointed, to consist of the duke of Clarence, 
the marquis of Huckingham, Lord Winchel- 
seu, Lord Albemarle, lord Ducie, lord Auck- 


ral papers on the table, respecting the state; 
of the uavy.” 

LonlMdviiU rose, and spoke as fqllowa :-^ 
My lords ; the noble lord bas stated now, as 
he did when he moved for some of the pk^ 
pers on your lordships’ table» two charges 
against the cojuluct of the board of admii-,. 
valty, at which 1 had the honour to pre* 
side. The noble lord has accused us of 
incurring a great and unnecessary expeace , 
b\ purchsisiiig vessels which were useless* 
and unlit for service. He bas also charged 
the lidiniralty with having been grossly . 
error, in building ships in the merchants' 
yardb^ 'Fo these c ljarg<;s I trust 1 shall ha ^ 
able to answer to the satisfaction of your 
lordships ; and the noble lord will do me 
the just ice to recollect, that I never made 
«iny objf'etion to the enquiry which he pro- 
posed to iiislitute, being alw'ays ready to. 
meet it ; nor did 1 refuse my consent to 
tile production of most of the papers for 
I which lie t allod, tlunigh 1 objocied to one . 
of the niclions of the noble lord, because ^ 
1 was .'^atisflcri that it would create un^ 
bounded tiouMe in the public oflices to 
prepare llic* papers to which that motion. 
oKtendeii, and because^ the production^ 

I thereof would only burden your lordsliips' . 
Jiablf’, wiihoiit {luy useful information being 
derived from them. How far I was well 
founded in this conclusion your lordshipa 
will now be enabled to judge.— One vo- 
lume out of three, of which that corre- 
spondence consisted, is upon your lord. 

‘ ships’ table ; and the only use the noble 
lord has made ol it has been to quote from 
it two letters, ft may tliciefore be pre- 
sumed, that if the whole of that cor/c« 
spondetue had been produced* it would 
have been of but little, if any, use what- 
ever. — In reviewing the arguments which 
the noble lord has introduced, 1 cannot help 
thinking, :)uit he has totally mistaken the 
object of liis own enquiry, as it does not 
go to institute a comparison between the 
conduct of t,lie board of admiralty at which. 

I presided, and the former board of adnki* 
rally, but a comparison of the conduct of 
every board of admiralty that has subsisted, 
for these twenty years past, the board at 
which 1 presided having only folio wed ‘tho 
example of every preceding board during . 
that period, with respect to building in tba, 
merchants’ yards. At present I only make 
this observation generally, as J shall hav%. 
occasion, in the sequel, to enter into a de« 
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tailed illuglration of the fact I have stated.-^ 
I now come, my lords, immediately to the 
charge which the noble lord has brought 
against the admiralt 3 % for having purchased 
vessels which were unht for service, and for 
having hud many of these vessels httad and 
repaired in the merchants* yards at a great 
expence.-— -With respect to the purchase of 
ships, if there be any crime in it, 1 plead 
guilty to the charge. Let me, however, en- 
treat your lordships to recollect what were 
your own opinions and your own feelings, 
when a noble marquis, somewhat more than 
a twelvemonth ago, proposed to bring for- 
ward a motion relative to the defence of 
the country. Every one knew the object 
of that motion to be similar to one that had 
been brought forward in another house, 
but more especially with the view to in- 
crease the number of vessels of the smaller 
and lighter classes, of which we had not 
then by any means enough for the service 
for which such vessels were more particu- 
larly wanted, — namely, to contend against 
the dotillas which were collected at Bou- 
logne, and other ports on the French, Fie- 
miah, and lJutch coasts. Serious appre- 
hensions were entertained at that time. 
Upon this subject ; in consequence of which 
1 thought it my duty to give my earliest 
attention to it. — With the view tlierefore 
of appeasing the clamour and removing the 
dissatisfaction, which, from the want of 
vessels of the description I have just men- 
tioned, had been so generally expressed, I 
lost no time in ascertaining the exact state 
of our resources in so far as regarded every 
description of vessels, which were cither 
then at the disposal of the crown, or which 
might be obtained in the shortest possible 
time; and I found that to the force allot- 
ted for the service of the north sea, for the 
blockade of the enemy's ports in the nar- 
tovf part of the channel, and for the pro- 
tection of oor own coasts in that particular 
direction, considerable additions might 
speedily be made. 1 therefore desired that 
dfteen armed transports, which were lying 
lit Spitbead, and- seven, which were in 
Loch Ryan, should be immediately ordered 
to join lord Keith, whose force, when I 
came into office, amounted to one hundred 
and .twenty-one ships and vessels of war, 
exclusive of hired ships and craft of various 
descriptions.'-— To the above twenty-twa 
armed transports, which were all coppered, 

I foun^, that giving a premium of not 
80001. a farther addition might 
be obtained of thirty^nine sloops 


and gun-brigs, which, just before the change 
at the admiralty, luid been contracted for. 
The whole of these vessels were, in con- 
sequence of this encouragement, brought 
forward with the greatest expedition, some 
of them montiis, but all of them several 
weeks, earlier than they would have been 
furnished according to the terms of the 
contracts.-— Besides the vessels already 
mentioned, orders were given, as will be 
seen by the papers on your lordships' 
table, to purchase and to build the ships 
and vessels therein described, amount- 
ing in the whole to seventy sail. — It was 
still thought necessary to make a further 
addition to this force, and with this view 
the gun-brigs and mortar vessels have been 
contracted for since the /irst of June last, 
as will be seen by a refert^nce to that do- 
cument : the&c amount to thirty-seven sail ; 
— ^so that the whole force cither actually 
added, or in a stale of forwardness, ap- 
pears to amount to one hundred and siNty- 
jeight vessels more than there were on the 
day of my succeeding to the office ot tirst 
lord of the admiralty.— With regard to the 
expence incurred for the purchase of the 
vessels that were brought into the service, 
little can, 1 think, be said in objection to 
it, although the noble lord, who opened 
the debate, has endeavoured to lay consi- 
derable stress on that point, as well as 
upon the unfitness of some of those vessels, 
from the circumstance of their being a little 
crank from want of sufficient ballast, and 
from their not having exactly the qualities 
which vessels built especially for the pur- 
poses of war generally possess. — The llin- 
dostan, Mediator, and Hya;na, the ships to 
which the noble lord particularly objected, 
are now all upon distant service, whither 
they have been detached with valuable 
convoys ; and such other of the purchased 
vessels as are not now actually employed 
in he blockading squadrons off Boulogne, 
or off the Flemish and Dutch ports, are 
also appropriated to the convoy of our 
foreign or coasting trade, whereby we 
have been enabled to allot, for other servi- 
ces, ships of superior qualities, which must 
necessarily have been appropriated for 
convoy, if wc had not had recourse to this 
measure, which circumstances at the mo- 
ment so, imperiously called for. Upon 
this part of the subject now under your 
lordships' consideration, I trust that thif 
elucidation will be found to be satisfac* 
toiy. — Having stated what 1 think will bo. 
sufficient to. explain to your lordships the 



^rounda on which I w$$ 
mend the increaae of veaaeb ofthe iii^Alhfr 
cleases, and the measures ibr ihat 
purpo^» I will freely»6cmlass th^t, all^otfgfa 
tho chief disaatUfaction prevaleui. in thif 
public mind was on accrouet of the dedd. 
ency of small vaasets, my own apprehen** 
sioxis were infinitely stronger when I coin« 
templated the state of the superior daMs 
of diips, but more especially those of ihe 
line : and the more I looked into this 
jectf the more serious those apprehensions 
bccenic.— shall now state to yoor 
ships boa; far measures have been taken to 
restore the British navy to tlpit strength 
and vigour of which I do affirm it stood in 
need, and which the situation of the 
country required at tlie time I enteriKi 
upon the duties of my office at the adixti>» 
ralty.— For the purpose of obtaining accu^ 
rate information upon the subject, I de^ 
sired that a return might be made out, of 
the number of ships of the line tlien in 
commission, together witli their stateratid 
condition. This return was^ accordingly 
prepared, by which it appeared that the 
state of the shifw of the line in empl<^ was 
as follows : vis. thirty-seven, which might 
probably last live years; twei\iy-Seven, 
three years; and seventeen were consider, 
ed as fit only for home or limited service; 
making altogether a total of eighty-one 
ships of the line. — Considering the situa- 
tion in which the country then stood, I do 
explicitly declare, tliat this was not such a 
stale of the fleet as circumstances sq>peared 
to me to require. Eighty-one ships of the 
line were certainly more than adequate ilX' 
point of number to the ships of the enemy',: 
including those both of Prance end Hoi'*' 
land ; which, according to our intelligence, 
amounted to about sixty-five sail; but the 
enemies* ships might probably, in one re- 
spect, be considered as superior to those 
of this country, from the circumstanob of ; 
their having, been kept almost constantly L 
in their own ports during the greater psm 
of the late war, ahd heit^ conaeqnen^^br 
a better condition than ours, which bad 
been perpeftually employed on* the most' 
active and arduous services^ Matty olour 
ships had been employed in the blockading 
service ; tlie tendency of at all times, 
but particularly In the wtn^r seaaon, and 
when the ships have been long in service, 
» to cause a rapid and deatsuctive wear of 
those so employed** Besides, it is' neceth 
saty to obsii^e, that the report of the ttate^ 
abd condition df bar aldM WW drawn 
Voi. V. 


in a ataM!^.4i i 

of tbami W b®» alreadfsi i _ 

iiMcin'aemae; 

months auWi|oeat .giy t 

the datiea bfmy office^ 
donalahips ^rf dm wero.fHit Ihtd t 
missioOff ' * 


seqm^ of IMog nndt ibc fa 
-^-Tboir at the v«b4 ot ten- mootlts, 
whbstaodii^ Shis acoeedbnof fi^sh 
the number of those of did remaiikd. 

the eatue. ab they wm whoo 1 eh* 
tereil upon the dhtiea ol my <dBce« ;8b| 
when I fotiiid^ from tW f^rt lo 
have alhtded^ wM the situation of 
navy leally was, ii natuiwily led me^ to 
quire wbatjoeiw the Tosetutes to whieb ^ 
could look for the purposd of incmatfiii^ , 
it, or for replacing such ships as must,.verh 
become uiiRt for seiwka.~This;j^ 
tormly led me to enquire wha$ slupp of the 
line' were building, aud when they werq 
likhly to be completed ; and I*^fouiid, froi^ 
the answare to my enqultiae ofi ihfoisubb' 
ject, that^^ the I5tb of May« iaOMbm# 
weiwaix ships* of the* liim buiidi^ ous^bl' 
which was laid'down in 1802^ another^ lf|v 
Januaty liSOS, a third in I^oimmbcr ISO^t 
a fourth in 1802, and two which had bOed ' 
laid down so far back as the year 17$2w 
Of these sue ships, three were expected fo 
be finished in 1805, one in 1806, and aho^p 
ther in 1807- Upon diis part of the^sub^' 
jectl shall trouble your lordships with but 
few observatioDS. ,My obfoetds to stath 
focts, ahdfo let tfaosk mots speak for theoir 
selves^^Wben I looked for the Supply 
which I was to expect for keeping up thO 
firittsh navy, 1 found thO tiumW of sbiph 
wMch I have just stated building tur md. 
ktng^s yards. Let us, therHRiTe, my lord^ 
see what was dotie by the late board df 
admiralty with respect to the buiid'mgsldp^ 
etf^tbe line from Februaiy itOl *ta 
jiaoe. In that period it appears that * 
'kups wxee ordered to be built lo the Idoj^ 
i^td$ mi two^in the merchants' yarda^ 
But vrhipi 1 ett^uiiwd. ento the statb of 
these five ships of the Ime, so ordered'fo^ 
he built in the Mfbg's yar^,' 1 fouud tha$ 
not even die keet hf any one of them bad^' 
laid down ; and tfio reason grve«i ^ 
this delay wee, that the ships coutl8,«fo| ^ 
be proceeded on mittkiot mere matetkia 
and more bandt.^ the bands io dki 
ag's yards were eertamiyfoBy empfatyeii 
repairing and 'klfo 

thi^ must necessarily Ifodwifog 4 


; m*:- Tp, whw, IftiJ wwt of i|r>atm^l« mujr 
Hiniputiible 1 do t]»pi.pfQteQd to $47» oply 
\i%ord«r9 however, too!^ 
tl^Hi I exortisd eveiy 

Mmy to. i^pleuish ouy)av«l.prfie« 

1^, ,bo4^Q. upon, a cotnparaliya 

'/ tbe acipouot ppw before your lordn 

^Ipa. Tbn, report tmuie respecting jibe 
: ^tate of the two sbipa. ioM^the merchauU* 
yards was merely that they a^ere 
: )^ojyit ftatlng wbat prog^e^, ha4. befit 
IP^e.upoH, theobrr^^^'^ly* lorde, afte^ 

. j. beimnie informed of Hll,tlie.G|rcuinstaa<^t 
^’^cii I h|ve bare eUled,, it would have 
a deralictiou of inylpublic duty^ mt 
|Q have looked, to some, other soiree pf 
fS^PPiy : whaptp .the , liayy might ..be 
.gj^pt up,; J tWefore.adyifiod .that .reco^urse 
^ould jbe $)ie inerchaote^ yards ^ 

l>at, when the. ^orders, were giv^ to carry 
tbi^.^vitiaiE^tp iouud ,Uiat a.pe« 

^j^ptpry negative, had^bfsen put by the pre« 
/ceding, board, of. adtpiraltyi , u j^ou.buUding 
ip >thei^mercfow^*^yar<ls- * . U'be neg^ive 
; >8Pjt,uji^^tbiaibiodp of building, by sot Wglj 
cf{i^ au^pfityi Induced;. me to investigate 
J^he ^suyect .minu^lyf , However^ wlieii.ftl 
^pnd that thpr^ jexisted t^> other, source 
frjum whence. tb^ ,,^n,avy,,0ould be kepji un, 
my ^'publfo dnty .dainandf^, that 1 ^opld 

\ l|dvi^ ,^at,:li?cpv^se , again ,be had 

tp iW.niarchiiata' y^ds*^l tbtind also, that 
Kvas not ptily. accessary for us to have 
jre^rse to tl>e merchant builders for new 
. |l|dpfi«. but-tbai it wjas. absolutely a’^edicnt 
us rto; ;javfMl pufsclves .0^ ihe benefit of 
^h^iriyg?d«» the purpose of repairing 
. apc^sbipa of the line^as their docks might 
.M capah^^ receiving^, With this im* 

^j^essioh upon my OK^ud^, I did not hesitate 
^gn.ieeOmniendmg Uio adoption of tjtic mea?* 

vfocb.vt^as iu tpnsequeuce carried al« 

• ;ipost^ )lpmediat 4 y iPio b^ve 

4^,8a]iitfactfodlpsSay«^i^^ at.foM 

,yii|maentderiyfog 

f ry>I,pbss^i^jdinttl^ow 

number :pfMjla!^nr:f^ tberc- 

s bh done 

/ip yegard to .the nuking o/ tncb 
’ fSvcpttW bercgddy Eigjit 

«foty»»fom^^,ptiitpf the sm^,iwven 97 foQ», 
^nd foisrte^ii ; frigates (j^m Jojriyirfotiis !to 
S\yenty«><^gbt gtfos^ ,were,a|^^ for* and;of 
’ there artt all'^eady wmal actually -.at 
;;eea, so.jii^peditipns l^ve the merchant 
huilders;Mn in fotfiUing foeir agreemeiy;. 

. Tho siKfjpiur^ I am aware, a dam m 
t^ips is getting much outofiashion ; 


<.f '4t ' 'I ^ ; 

bof I am nevertbelesB pfopinipni that it will 
be always necessary /ofL^bis country to have 
a certain number.pf them, as they are the 
dfmriptipn of ships which, is probably, un- 
difo ail circumstances, the best calculated 
for the service of the north and the east seas, 
aud are, in, respect of force, equal if not 
sup^,rbi% to the major part of the Dutch 
Euarihe<.«-^Since the measure of repairing 
in jlliie merchants' , yards, was carried into 
eflhet^ .d fordier advised that ten seventy- 
four gun ships shoiuld be . built therewiib- 
QUt delay,, for the purpose of keepii^ up 
our Jeet;, and,riu giving this advice, 1 
pertain^y expatiated most fully on the po. 
hc7> as.Vtelfas the expediency of the ineu* 
sufe.>«rrVpui*> Jordships may ptobably ex- 
pect tbut f should explain the grounds on 
vvhifh I formed niy opinion in favour of 
buildipg and repairing in merchants’ yards. 
VVbep 1 fo9ked>^Xo tlio number of slips 
for building in the dock, yards, I found 
there were only twenty-live in alh It may 
be said that these slips ought to have been 
appropriated ‘ to . the purpose for which 
they were mteodpd ; but f found that only 
dvp ships, as 1 stuM before, had been or- 
dered to bp. built by the late board of ad- 
pliralty ; I found, also that, day after day, 
ships caine iu, requiring to be docked, re- 
paired, and refitted.— In the course of ten 
mouths, that is, from the loth of JMuy, 
lg.64, to the date of the returns now on 
your lord^ips' table, six hundred and one 
vessels have been ducked, repaired, and 
refitted, ca:^ hundred and eighly-twu of 
which wera.docked in the king’s yards, and 
forty-seven in merchants' yoicls. May I 
not ask, then, whether it could have been 
po^foleio Intve brought forward new sjups, 
by, building, in Uie king's yards during that 
j^riod; or whether it is possible to keep 
up oujr iiayy, by building in the king’s 
mds dm-ing the pressure of war? If, rny 
|.Q.rdj^. jli advising that recouj'se should be 
hid ii^tJfoil^rchanU' yiirds, I bad been pur- 
Wpgtt^now^project’of my own, I might 
foiyo bqi^ more diifidetU of the measure ; 
bujjr tf 1 am hlameable for recurring to the 
mfrcbants^yards for keeping up tbe British 
^%yy, J am so, with the example before 
me of lord S^dwicb^ lord Keppel, lord 
Howe, , lord Chatham, and lord Spencer. 
During the whole period, comprising the 
naval administrattons of .those noble lords, 
commencing with the year 1771 1 it was uni- 
formly qot only their respective opinions, 
that, doriag the pressure of . war^ recourse 
must be .had to the merchants' yards for the 


pyrpcse'bf 

iitvjinabJy tbeir pracjfkfi^mii^eW'^p^rtolj!s^.-61» 
exertions were tequiAsd.4*«SonMr'^if fffae ’-best' lerOe ' 

ships in. the sexSrice ^sqiebk^^ .^u^'eiyeet'' 

chants’ yards, aftd !of rfhe.^fi^bspa ^ tl^ iStins 
in conimissimi when .the^a^bdard t^f'aiins^ 
rally t’etiredi thirty^fiva^w«a^e.lludt^^ 

yards ; a strongerevidem^ df tbe^ibdetil?<|^ dbbte & 

well as of the necessi^^of din 
to whicbi havevaUadf^,<^Mltio^f ahn^ 
be adduced'^ 

lordships wbal(':-wohld>bn'%b#r^tokitm^ 
thifibonntry 'if;w<^ 

those sldps.^Fl^m the^r gi^ati^'r 

during' the ^ acUnmistratlon > d^4dfd''^Su^^ ^hn may -cbnoaive'ta^, 

wich, greater exbrdads qihdeA entiEiiodtiicadcmi^:;;l^^ 

crease the navy than -dt^ 

for iuthecoutseofthattimewAsdidflidf^lith^^^^ 

fifty«dve ships were* built in^4ibe';ni^]i^chidn#^ 

yards, of which (hi]ty^fivk%eie'jofiiiw)iis^V 

Duriu[^-the admimstra'tion 

in 1782 and 1783, ibirtyfoor: eWp# Weiib 

built ‘in the merctentt'^'y«rd8|:-'diC‘it^hb^: 

nine were of thsi^Hne^-' 

to the end of Decembet', 

the line was ordered- to-ha'buiii iri-ther^'lir’ v 

the king’s or mei;pbanbi^ykrdffe''^'^'Fi^; 

1/83 to 1788, there was 

doling whioh time^ tio^ ships ^ the' bnp^ 

wt?re built in the mferchani*’ iti- 

1788 to 1792, there was stiU' peace. /.AfjNM^%Mr8ianl,firc^^ 
which, from 1793 tp ;|801, wase^pejpfaM 

of war, during which> we hod that thdpl^ i^^’ahdlhel^fbm ti^b the .wfidj^^ 

portion of ships built in mertdianta* yards jr*^ ,IO;yQ0»:cwdship;.ih» leUeti‘^^^^^ 
to those built in^the fcmg’syards wiarsei^y: pot having had . 

teen to dveA-^Thns m see, that dufiiig|M^.; f twith- them on then 

the building of ships war hastbeenkbaloif^; p fetm on the 

ed to the king's yards; but tbatrdtlemd: 2^^ ^be day af* . 
wur, recourse has invariabiy been bed ^ 

the merchants’ yards, from which 
fourths of our shipr have been, vObteidedi^>^* 

’rhese facts entiiM mo;to *con€i«def ’d^ with ydn 

there never, waaa tune of ipkes^te^^pcoa^ s^rSubjeCtV'fiHdwtinlrod^ 
siuuod by war,>wheii the merofaaiitslyitidf Shto^ cSokw 

were not con$yered diebhipt yefdu^ttp. 
which we hod. in look. 

fleet^*^YcittP‘l<^shlpa..win' ‘ 

that. I -am; 

whicli I have enftortaieed^aeitber^^M^ 
alone jUi the pmedtSe 
chants’ yartM ibr.tbeiptp^eee^^^^^ 

or even^pf ■iepeiringaW^>ferct|ia.i3^^ 

No, I have 4oim-tbit4nus^on^adib;lb^i : 

Sandwich, lord...Keppelr>'&tl^.fii^w^vg^^^ 

Chatham, and 

names that Cfmimt.be^mepdi;^ without#; '. 

spect, neither^ ’ 

add weigltt to any praeli^ Wfhich they 

have uniformly end invanably parsoeiH flil^rth^ t6|t%y a 




V th» oUiei^ eminfftt-'lwnas- which . 1 ; fa^vc. 

' rM^jrwMntHMU^V 1 •«> not to add^tlvt, of 
Icwl Stk 'Vioeeotr .whp, by bit oWnr.IettHy, 
f <9 ttroDgly.cceomniieDds the vetf preotiie 
whieb.tboiioble loni who brought forvard 
^ modoa htecondemned in me M^Dr>.hef«) 
’ . . i« eejldotice ib«t lotd. St* sVioeept Anhnd^! 
(«i|<l:'With (k'lwet^ tbarp. rebuke to^tAv 
Hii»pad)tluiteQntiaietsfboiildhe:aiiide W, 
/ Imilding. w mia^Mv«nilWi<A»u«‘-gMk>;^pet 
. Moould be imderUdMo iBUityi«r#eif^‘ 


„ w mHj i~T«»<«aMWBeeB<imaie«t;.ier nee even tnoKeei ot 

Inng^.— It »t then. ctMWomibi^/lb# t li;^ onmoAthekHees d«m laid down, U 


ehouid be c<Hidemiieit.focswliat,;lMm'bcw^ 

, the uni/brtD praetiot'of nqr'hre(too«wtHI« 
for tbeae thirty yhara-pMi^nut^wwariktls* 

. depting the noble earl bimtelA tn.'eo«^ 
nt Ipaat at hit ^nwede* Mn bb.tmHei^ 

ftidm lut opiaion«iid.eifldmwlwre«ic)tme)il|' 

imaMdMhriyalMrtii(mi;fladem 
Hbd keenrliweBiJ ib'lNfit|iiittwd,4l^ 
lord of thomhatnal^ ahtented^ hiii ee if i on 
^^eonnt ol; indiap^iba ^ ai«t'';thoie to. 
whomhe lelV'di*eQKtu€t:ef thehwtnMbiir 
(lurh^ hit idtaenpe, .4d not appeitr Ca hwve 
mitertid.aad exactly the -Wtm opmSon ott 
the subject at that -whipb tbe ^aotte iordj 
OQDveyed to bit leHIm tc^dh Andrinr. 
iboiid.-~ia oonbRpie^coi howesw^-^'^thit: 
sharp r«bufce,-.«r ABdMmt^.loat flip time- ip> 
advertieiDg forcoqlttldmfw'jm build' eoine 
t^ mjs-ftwr jA £»hmigto<OK^ 

.- -hhn<m p(beeed»'^w^n»;lb-'ldt.giN«t.Btm^ 
ihthnieatrthehoald0fadmindi]M^KHtiied 
the na^y boeidv Aal tbe imwmtw letmld 
not be aUofsedV that oo«bmct»(ymiw.'A0t 
lobeotade; tbm M ihiijlilh|^i|0'liM weiw 
to be boilt any whese «iHpo tbehWe 
yawts, and that the merebetitt' 

yards sbeuld->be 


[aH thtt^ibat'^i.-eiiraitpKamt-eiidrely iin>‘ 
>«ble toceticettmwiMtt-tbey can b«. The 
^anaen 'ceuld;’' not ptecead < from any 
change? in the nrgemiy ol' die cate. The 
ifrate of 'the coihttrywnd of -the navy .was 
Came at the one period as at the' other. 
'Abtg^ yard* 'weiw t» more able to 
il^hbefdmnand ap'One' tune than at the 
tp aad'>th(k..uigta^ could not have 
hMMd»oa'aecotia«dfrtbe Urn ships that 
Imd-beenobchimdti.fiM'iMteveR the keel of 




ipmdd 'not havt^neased on account of tbe- 
|nk -t^hdt u^ -cemihg fmw as there 
hrat one eviln'Df'thase'whute'fceel was not' 

I laid (town td) afrer the period tdluded to. 
jBod"'aa-4i«'0d>arsk:bad been on the stocks 
|tV««irtthtw»yoai> befonr the time at which 
LihenoUolonl'ttaied the necessity to be so- 
'metMlMly mfsotw^af then there was na<k 
|ddaKmithewite«oof-th«.||eettlnk in 
I jtht'fleaet ' degree' eupersode-tlie necessity 
jddeh'' the' noble IbnJ bad- mentioned in 
hie letter. ‘Where are we to look for tJjo 
Lwose-of thia stmi^e alteration f To wliat 
IHtan^dTeuinttanoetcaa we attribute the 
'plO^iety of thbi cimnge of sentiment so 
icom]dete)^ aad at the same time so sud« 
dew ? My loM^l coniessl never was more 
,at«’fosa. '.-It is totally impossible for mo 
'te- adMunt'&r.itv ' If I look to' the state 
;Of , tbd cottntiyk 'I' shfdl look ki vain, ^Vas 
[(tera-'u^' -tbidg to very difibreht in our 
mtuatida-ia'thei -kpse of a fortnight, after 
biaionish^ wrote the letter to sir Anitrew 
Hamoitdr that could justify such a tota) 
.chBagief'‘$ui%. my lords, it will not be 
pecetaary for me to contend that there 
was wo*. '• b’or it is certain, that there was 
no dtcratiow in our condition, either as to 
SOnurityor-topoWeiv though, ’on the other 


— ...... mmnsy-or.wpownv inougn,’on tne otner 

l|»it to be tnppiodk ^tords>..thnr!^ ;lni>bii,.eoir emeiniet were equally powerful 
hpind pf, edmiMw^f wbeiw beow'^mMaWMl msd eqtndly disifosed'to (maviocoat of it. 
to «»-« bb QpihiQit, ’dod'! ifoM nsdidl.^ ^Bbt, my lonfo, this is notaB; there is some. 
; h|^#fo«bcr tp. be bonsMosed. Wae tbe 

Ills Aip4«fo<f>c«e4 tbet m wtertions to aug. 

gdnJy not. j^bwbayywwnirenderedannecesteiyf 

;>Mrd nqfod )i|M^'eawdjd*f |t(fo-«eUhttoW»tfoditwaoita|ed from very 

^^lAtb^hbdlwMI^eMeiSit^ tbit the fote admiuistral 

• ^^BsMritoweidmd'Hlie peace as likely 

.-iS33ffiSriS5®;,Si»3i gsK-iStoSiSf Jlir.} 

jWkP-ei^ilNb'.telifefor'^foifloi and- understood 
e«MiNVbl^'ttdlB that often pre- 
dWWwAelpiMil^'^eMMoflTiOm the dm t^ 

tbbcoifk 

idtfoMfoT'fifowed^ttnt pego* 
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cbttld no€ contmue ^th fot wd 

could not look aupitikiy oti| lind dee trim 
every day making new aocosatbfw ^lo liia 
alnftady too vxfeudiedf dbminuAitfti idcraaa. 
mg his power, hit reaciurcai^ and peHbi^ 
ing every act of aggdessioa dnd tyreihny ; 
tbougli none of the aattona on the eonti*^ 
nent thought .of dpj^ng UOit eHlarrhIb* 
cause ttiej were mtiahie to do so, or he^: 
cause they wcfw tollhtf td their ovm intcw 
rests^^With the e^daiiceof thekeAkdi, 
limy we not en(|oird, whether wek Oker^ 
lions were made dortitg the peaeh (each 
as Jt was), ae rendered every wfifdicflli^ to 
the merekante* yURMia uneeeeMry^ Or dh^ 
ministied the urgenoy Of the case# Tbiffe 
certainly vrere not, ae th# jiitpetii ikne be* 
tore your lordshrpe evidently Islnkil 

therefoie leave it to the beese to deeidei 
whether or not I ant waitalited Uf trhat^I 
say. Surely, thao, Ihrm all these mreinir^ 
stances, and from the stathof the deet; 
the preperatione m the dock«yaidi^ tit 
few ships that had been ordered to' he 
built, the condition of those thel were cot* 
pect^ Cd be brought ibmtrd> and thh stale 
of the country even fiom the dav wbhh 
tlie dednUise treaty was condodte, } €att 
draw no conclusion wlmtever that ean JuSm 
tify the alteiation of opinion which tedk 
place m the miUd of the notde lord, oT 
that could in any degree Supersede the tid*- 
cessity of resorting to the mefehanii^ 
yards < — !i » clear diet there was nothiogi 
60 lar as we can tee or conceive, that rett« 
derrd the necesstiy ships of the hne leSt 
urgent at the time #hen the oirders &f re* 
sorting to the nlerdMmt builders were rd* 
called, than there 'As but a foiknkht be* 
lore. I must thereft^re de'^Hre, that, in 
my own opiniohf ftOiH the systM which 
has been adopted of not having recouM 
to the merchants^ yards, the grei^ mjdry 
has been enstmiH^ by the bavy of this 
pbuntiy. Thar* is bsidde*> acfdther 

cumstance that eertaiiity coald be^af WOl ^ 

beneit fo it ; for tbofu^ it is of^a vary^ thlhg Ilf deawar to the acdafoiiods thtX 
different nature, it is nevertlieleit itf « biv* baeii^ dMWrh dtkt Iqrtlia ikMSlelaf 4 
macenal importance, that f fovl who ifthdWr.* 

. 1%. * Sill iiiiiitfiiai- ■ ffl i-lltiifcirih rfl * i1 1 1 itii htinat 


tbft eoiMf^ter Md tM 

iMSt If awt be ««m uibfQMft 
tMMM If diM' M «t dt 

Videest MddedO DMhi ^ 1AMir 

S Mifii ttt fM»> If b» dbeit wpUr 
fb «a Uf, fthi 

4 ism VnH 

tbb* bottlMiWer 

(iti^ of i^dWifitAefb^ediltdib^ 
iffitlMCtteoiimidi, vinf %dk 
(er UMtdd ttt «lk’ 'idfBMAeb 

VM vmhe otftMMObM'IMMollll dSdiili 
'rbi* if -UM (Wtftfe 'IfbAoIr* be' 
0MMib«»tiiMteMi«D«% ikemr {Mm'' 
pmm^ fffittoodMifteMltetlilott#' 

bbMiMedstr'tlM ^Ibrd of'ili««daM[«|^ 

^Bd-fbe of tjM'lHMjf «o tum 

duet liM 

HW^t fUHf, tiiid iMmadif ^ftiiinoiai#^ 
(.Of^ MKHber«''^ fMt^dif'twb wiet* 
the ooH^ of oaMnd 
hMHI « Mil 'OtMOi^ M fWllk WMl*’ 
out lofi, to tpeeit fritboot'otoiijffbe, nr tiT 

wHt* ttiihoirt iHHidi. Sonbterifiwbbkidw 
bio W b!» tbirfi «or ubMdcbod idt m 

Mblo'liiod oemU thiei a dnMilaf idT 

eodiiMmiMltioiifO «ivb 'tir iKniftnr< Hub 

moM, aod 5 «t retfdo tddi «f 

tbO Mnf > 'rfao OjbioiOir nfibso I tOfi 

foi»od ttf tbo boMwitjirof •iMr 'Md Mk 
dfMOO eomoMHideotioik botbouk ^ INf 
lord of tbotfdtairtltjpi (Md tiWtMB^de 
ortfabnefTfi ^ fbwidodoiktMdxMtbnilia 
«biebid«riii«d M«dd(antWo 

•doiintltsr bosrd.<>4Wriiilg tbM Mit^MOdf 
on yvifit letib^Mf potiwioot f.iliDtttd tht 
«o»y to OdS||vaitf| WM8 (bMi nfkit 
(od/ l>* fdtMHS' teoomto. 'ladbod f 
oooHOtbiff fo|IS6tlMtib«We Anxid if dth 
ceMUuylb bo'tbbf hnig^CMNH^'firBl^ 
tbooob bireiiibkfMucf boot OMf^wBOd tifl, 
turotofe tbOR foot# fio wur lotdfbipd^iia 
Hboo dpMidcrotMB, to w dbe idtooaon id 
wIiMi I'OflHd it mim Ittpotfibi* 
(dMfUilMO to tOfriMl fimO'MjdOi' toMlP 


Milled upon to nwationr it, Sodn oftor tbo 
forrespondenec tO'WtHob Ibaoo odoerfatb 
the coioptrolier of tfaO nniry «00 otdorbd: 
to drop wl eonuiMmicatioii nbaWobf vM 
tbe first iord of the odii|ifoi(^l,<Ac>lbtt 
prcutMteiice I ooe, oo jwof Ifitd rt ip f a iOif 


probably be> troly astonillMd j fc* I'fM , .. 
decidedly of opunon tin, tbo banmHf W W ibr'did^‘d 


*v|if B*w*vwi> eswssi/fOTiww oowpiwi 
ttOMM^ow of'ittwdrtv 

'leiil nwmiDiW \ 

tbio 

OiQ)e< 4 tiobtl!f 0 ^ ^M^rfyooiMnotM MtM it^OMiidlititttirj|AI^ bdWlftt# ( 1 )# 
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fliMrt I iMW itwilt^ J .li»v*«^sidiB*i5f‘w^rtioft the neble lent 

app^reainaeiit that no ehoic«'Kh)i^ I ^hoi 'Damped det>ateir;i<lte atpted, that 
Wfe^ was ie(t':;i^i;.r Ships; araj al^nlu^i«.jiba-apv]r,i^ now iiva;.w9m-t;i>tidition than 
^ ?Ww»‘»MeS>»«ly*hee»|je|wfdJhu»ldJ|t.waa>whett4otd 8ti,yM«}eot retire and 

■*P8^f®i|h®!ft,Jlw*tbe_tnenrreil.^,>Ia|ic^l .Q-pniva dds^ ha-a<Hd> that the enemy's 
that t^ip^ ta be given '»a'ytpy~tn^iJii}apd|(p)s had-bfun og-late- traversing the 
ttWfUj^ * »»4wviitp«d i^t d»e ^pa mMlepawkhatd jWcBruptHirt.^The noble lord 
^ve,^p % «ueh4eis..inoA^^gdrd{p»'t«td». •«!nd^ snem to nmlntain that 
%X»w« nndettaken ;*!)»»,, bafeawihhpml'^ country was in 

^%thiQa'i,we^..ii«. J^|.Mus4tejdnitiypMtt,h^|ei^i4ktait»fpds-6epi^tiott when I sue* 

' «^*- ’fcP*ft**^**l**^(^ it BOW ivwith 

»wertta|e«o^r^th«^lf4j«.t«dd9;^^^ -^Wt^nisdct I pier 

had MAetW'^<.^M;je|itiiiteot8-’.-«dum'iiiM|)^eJnh. ■igte pd a d .to slb^-that it u under 
corned Its to the !^]di»llef | jK^’lpppai^eot,^^^ U was at ■ the pe- 

of t^ ,jiayy, s^,-hM 4ipt'y|elded.'^''the{'^ii^ ^^faj(di>.haa)tad«i..‘^Upen-tbat point, 
dphtoas 'Wh6^-II|ojMbljer£weQt{h|Wf(^r;r.^de9iipto«^re'ebe noble lord, 

^tso .w^ jtt^m<^|«^.il^.b* slio^lAtbinb properdin bring for- 

W wps }0 4de^3lWiyonldmot.baly4ptnt|>at|d<«s^<^tge.ii^st'thaiiriKlary.con<' 
^e^warlx I»a4f JfiM-^rvK;e,.|wt a ^t{itiet.o(aiftlKryi(ssstorii»!^^ the 

d^ o^eapencavjpuld.^.heeil saved br heBcwritfrpripi^^ I shall- 

tte' iwU^/ 'hpye.raiiH^lMpoiitwad^to.iBeftt faiimt but at present 

their tender^ .Biqw tnev above ;nieittioi^ I iaiftBoot.bd so irregular as to enter upon 
pewd, no lew than .ton pontid^vltoi'; t(nr,.l tb^« subjei^, .more. 'especially - as there are 
their demand being oow^thit^''aiit4wundsrno. niateiials > before your lordships from 
per. ton , for. a t^veiity*ionr.'gnd-shipi'ini|.tvhieh.you.jnightl>e enabled toformujudg*. 
Btoad of twenty pimnds, ' which ,.wtoji«^t.--11w nobte Ic^^ lias now, as well 

timpcit-e required btbeir.|br(n^tondto'HiMi|fo<(M^> sMdt that« hisobjectis toexa- 

80 that .the ex^co , qn. eiqih sb^ Sriil he j hline idtatbe comparative state of the nnv v 
.nearly r the tifi&d It. was uiidar tha tnauagemeiit 

1 f ■f*PS^P?" ^i''^*W*)*Wthi^w44<id.coBfool' o£. the hoard of admiralty at 
i^ltaWy,l»^anp(^,; |;htq)e(^^ thet-aoble earl, presided, and the 

Will 9ht'%..^luaip«:tojiia and inyjpoacdof,admimlty at which 1 had the ho- 
coUpagnes,, M we ttq'to. ody aotod.M.rthoJpotuiloi'preijide. (i[pei|..tbat subject the 
i>eGe^^.totfaeem#nd.citoitoRst«tit^«tolho^.J(^^.wiit :nu^ 4i4ru8tv say, Uiat i 
qtwwd> , If tbeto^he blapto.Atny wfadto, |t|o^ any WdtoMiWss to meet him. 
mt^t sur^ *d ^i)^|||M|fi;.itogiec(^ti'->l’au..^|^^ readydo^^edmit tliat there 
■®*W||BBB(,|i^aa^' SOilS'..fc|p!cater appeaniiPii of activity in the 
®d*^W*l^»-’V|igj^^.^ight"hayOi'deeti|i.ofpHrehenii*s tlian there waatwelve 
hqiK)-^pOsfornwd;.e^ so mut^i'tc^expcptesililQdtl^S.'ttgDt' eoosequentIy.it may be sup- 
j**f,'d'^y .•WS^.H''Iaiif|Mwly ito^ dtolF naval force is now. in a 

dqits%ua.'pp#tji‘qcetoK^*. , I treat ji!tgr,«e ^cidHt- «tate.than it has been since 

N^ tb^.yqar,Jor4>Npf will view tbe^flii^flh^etondiBoeeni^ present .war, or 


tor- w|t^'j^i;,usmi);.egp.d^r -di,, 
alldto)9dttatiqd.;;pnd^idh^.^^n't^i 

, l.'^rTe i»jhesipdlMiA,-“'--— ' “ 
■atito4^pf ' ^»«»re,.^,dMiiiijs.; 




l.iwl 


. . soom years to*. 

i^td.f^|he.coneIttsum'og. thee jest .war. . If 
■!^t^^>^8iid.ji»f‘.<wh«ch,-I'be<ebMtT 
ddu^yridijtws that nose*. 
,0'stiOttld hamtalcen plaee>> 
_ ,|44py^ mcertjona'eeoessary for 
|S99i^i^!pava{ SMperipnty«,aud'pre. 

vftod Britain t and this can 
hPi^MPtolisAd by. haviog.at all times 
>#]W^h*to qf ships . in complete repair 
gq^:;.cnnd,Mism at may be cqiable of. 
^^|ii#;jfthi^:Of bar ebem.iiet, let tlipir 
‘^.^'Wfeatfthey may. It is on this 
'i^oqhas been .formed, thqp 
|l,.caqpot be accomplished tiy, 





m 



tbe excrtionaoCtbe^k&g'if 

eoursefiHist necamvily 'ba IwKfi to thcStiafrf 

chants^’ yaitls 

various modes ofvcoiiduc1;iiig ttieptaei'StioiiSi 
of ourfleets* w4tfca>view-jU> tdsMjre'^afeQ^ 
at home, protectioft to Out trada»- at>d 
curity to our ^olouiot iimd&reiga^ oom 
sious.-^W ith resp^itOftiia lysttsu! oA>loak«^ 
ade» experieuce be? sitevrii that toOfUueb j 
dcpeiideuce ought not> 
however peraevoriug^ aoitt^vigiliiitl^itjtir^O^v 
cers may be ; . the^ great . r^l^arHatidi 

tear whioh it pauses in ^ooOshipi 4| 
for serious coiwidert«4oh-r>^ - 
vertbeless decided^ ^ of ' opifiioti j ^ that . SA 
certaio. times tiie bloekadiUgipf Uls^imth 
of the enemy may not only bigiily^l^ 
litic but necessary, and/ fiiay « atso^ 
tially ponduce to the • interest and tfaese<i 
curicy of the country^ ^ To blopkada the 
enemy's ports at the b^iaiiiug of a^srar, 
end when our resources; may Fcqoife- some 
time to be brcmghtforvirai^d,tshigl^^ 

In' every war, the Security of the mother 
country is the . first cotksideration. ' Jilvei^ 
thing else must, in theiuiture of.tbinge^be 
couhiclered as secondary objects. At the 
beginning of a war it may frequently bup*^ 
pen that this country is not exactly in such 
a slate of dei'ence aa might be .wished, to 
repel any sudden or serious dahger.r In 
this qpuntry too, bow^ever great our i^ 
sources may be, it generally happens that 
tliey are not put very rapicAy iiv^ niotWir; 
consequently it is necessary, until* inca- 
Bures are. taken for the^eeurity of thecoiilH 
try, to blockade the enemy 's ports as olofely 
us the nature of the service; and Ctroiiitki**^ 
Btances will admit. Jlut when thecauntry^is 
placed in a respectabiu;^te of defence, eild 
when nothing serious is.to be apprehe^sd 
for our security at^ Itoine, ' then. I do.iCoi:i* 
tend, that it-. is extremely 
fine ourselveB tp a blockade ofdy,*^^^ 
of turning ouratten^on add pur ^ortrlof 
other operations. I eomfic^rdt 
wise, because we find it IQ bo iiiipOi«Mb 
I to do ic with complete^tcAecti 
cliangeableness of the winds, the boistoj^oos 
gales with which our Heels have coiistem^^ 
to contend in these seas; • These 
stances have, Jn spite of ourbesteffottlH ^ 
abled the enemy to get oot atc^vtahi UmOsj^ 
and to elude the vigilance of ouf '^Hedtti^. 
Upon this topic 1 tfa^dl therefore 'only add 
that, when the Rochefort squadroo^made 
its escape, the channel Heat was setnally 
dlfsea, and a detachmentof it allotted ^ 
the blockadaof that port;. but, owtog lo 
1 


tioa «ai dot^- bcMM^. 
statioaii 

ituAditf in04ifl«d 


tim. * 

ttf -fouM io ' 

objterii^ 

mtewreiur tp 4i4uitf In , 

of 'Anmber.tO'wlittt’it ww dutiaig 
wnri'^nlien It rodfr.tn'wn{^nt On aHfpctaiai ^ . 
■lie/ gjuni^ and seenrinj' iu Mbtiriority 
t^',|be<Nn>*^'.il>leD<li{l 'Victories raat nnw- 

itdorii ti>aniiiuU8of'tbis«ottii(f^.-xb’i1>^i^ ' 
(tultol’tte iusfXKitien is, as you 
csive,kifaalt' meafu.resf hav« becnr taken '1^ 
wbidriwliiss tbsn'SS idiifts bf tlie lioe'ate- 
Ul^be added to -the streng^ of the iteet be* 
^sestbe/KioiAb .o^^SepteaiberMAt. 1^' , 
i^d^en'j«^'nUh 'tbef;e.^'Shilw'‘SttH in- tift>' 
iRerdhaats'doeks, and tw6:ti««t;;shi,t;tO ^ 
iauticbed at Peptfotttaitd \^lwidb> 
make fbefliflnVMi^ ' 

of ti»e dine^ilo nekT' ond bs^tMid^nd'twdfi^ 
s^, a Ibree i^.^y ndeiluateto our-ahutklf , 
at bodwji.' bsSlill^ientl^’* aunierb«is*''kd' '' 
gudrd ov^ fevdflHitsetSiont abo.V/ltist^ ' . 
^bsn oi'defMMUm^only oivHbe'^inieettidnd^' 
of 'fleets' of tto'flneitiiij^, by 
flnd^ ont tb!^f fl^nOtion, ^^d'by 
itig-sqWulroa»'"ln pan^ntof t6ent, «d nu^ 
tMir'iUkVi.flMte'tiady^^^ vHiele* 

flver -tlt^ 0«‘"qoBihiert» *41. 

pfopohk»flbfl' 


bopet|^iUa4^:ihft'fl eta(e''«f'‘:ap^Miaiii^ ' 
ii*«dttidkds^^^ nkiaerlaUy't^iRf ito'db^^ ' 
eeconv'ilKl 

doldnidd'lislH bo^ho'ptifll^almosniii^eiiM^ ; . 
pdtfliag' 

^/4ny'l9i4dit4*;''atirb«iird|m • 

. tstiiiit to bb'ddfla «•'• <i»V(tiiii<l(jW.'WWd-'‘p ■ 
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IK>t be of much «V9U* A method might, 
however, 1 think, ^ devised, whereby men 
might be procured, and in a manner equally 
bene/icial to the interests of the mercantile 
and military, marine, and whereby the two 
aervicea would become more united. Some* 
thing might also, 1 think, be done to gain 
more completely t^e hearts of those em- 
ployed in our navy, so as to make the ser- 
\ice not only popular, but desirable. But 
these are points which J leave to liis ma- 
jesy's ministers, being sensible that any 
projects of this sort can only be effectually 
brought forward under their sanction and 
authority. They are in possession of the 
ideas and sentiments I entertain upon this 
subject, — I shall now proceed to that part 
t>f the noble lord's speech, in which he ad- 
verts to the shipwrights of the dock-yards 
at Woolwich and Deptford, who thought 
proper to di&cluirgc themselves. The po- 
* blc lord says that great mischief has arisen 
from this circumstance, and from these 
men having gone to the merchants’ yanls 
for employment. But beibre this f>oint be 
conceded, he must shew that their services 
'were indispensable at those yards ; he nms) 
alto prove, that they would have been more 
useful in the king’s yards than they have 
been in the merchants' yards. The fact 
is, that these people who tims discharged 
themselves, were, with but few exceptions, 
men on whom no dependence could be 
placed ; as it was doubtful, from their un* 
settled disposition, whether they would 
have continued, even supposing there had 
been no employment in the merchants’ 
yards^-rWowever, notwithstanding the se- 
cession of these men, 1 have the sutisfac- 
lion to observe that by the abstract account 
of the number of shipwrights borne in the 
king’s yards on the 1st of arch last, there 
appears to be only sixty^seven less than 
(i^re were on the 15tli of May lg04, tlie 
day on which the noble earl retired from 
Ijhe admiralty ; and since the 1st of March 
tiw ^umbers have been increasing : of the 
other descriptions of artificers, the num- 
bers are augmented in most of the classes, 
bod upon the aggregate, the increase (iti«r 
eluding all descriptions of persons) is no 
Jess than two hundred and sixty-eight since 
(he . t5th of May, 1804. The retreat of 
the* Deptford and Woolwich men will, i ap* 
prebend, now be considered as a matter 
too insignifoant to be repeated, even by 
those noble lords wlmse minds may, from 
partial or exaggerated reports, have receiv- 
ed a contrary impressioa* At any rate, it 


is, I trust, evident that no mischief what- 
ever has arisen from this circumstance.— 
With regard to the supply of timber and 
stores for the navy (upon which 1 have as 
yet only slightly touched), that is certainly 
an object worthy of the inost serious con- 
sideration ; and I am most clearly of opi- 
nion, that the yards ought, if possible, to 
be kept completely supplied with stores of 
all dcKCriptious suflicieut for three years’ 
consumption.— During tlie ten months that 
i presided at the board of admiralty, it was 
my endeavour to obtain stores by every 
means tliat could be devised. But in order 
to ensure a regular supply, some settled 
plan must be adopted ; for while the profits 
of agriculture (which must, most undoubt- 
edly, be encouraged) are so great, people 
will naturally prefer the speedy returns 
yielded by this mode of employing their 
lauds, rather than turn their attention to 
the growth of timber, which, though uW 
timately of great value, is yet too slow in 
making a return for the capital so em^ 
p]o 3 ’ed. It is evident that some general 
system ought to be adopted for securing a 
SAiflicient and pertuauenl supply to our 
navy ; and in promoting such an object, 1 
think we ought all to agree, whatever may 
be our differences of opinion on other 
points. Before I left the admiralt}*, I made 
nO reserve of the sentiments I entertained 
as to what I thought essentially necessary 
in this respect. — It only further remains 
for me briefly to ad veil to the allusions 
which the noble lord has repeatedly made 
lu tlie course of his speech to the sixth re- 
port of the commissioners of naval en- 
quiry. He says, he has only lately read ' 
that report, and that the facts which it con* 
tains afford many strong additional reasons 
for going into lire committee he recom- 
mends. If the noble lord, or those with 
whom he acts, be of that opinion, 1 can- 
not help expressing my surprise at bis not 
having given an earlier attention to it, as 
that report has been on your lordships’ ta- 
ble during the whole of the session. Is it 
not therefore strange that its merits should 
have been but just now discovered i I have 
not been so slow myself in regard to it, 
for I Jong since read it with great atten- 
tion ; and having therein observed that a 
reference was made, in terms of approba- 
tion, to the mode of conducting business 
when sir Charles Middleton was comptroller 
of the navy, and that particular regret was 
expressed that a careful digest of the re- 
gulations for the conduct of the dock-yards 
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had not since be»^*n kept np ; I conceived 
that 1 could not bettor pronioto the in- 
terests ot the na\y, or the obje< l& pointed 
out by theeoniinissionersof Jiaval enquiry, 
than by Immf lv onlreatjng his in:i}e siy tf) 
issue a cr.minihMoii for the })iirpose of ta- 
king into ouiisiderauon the reports of the 
comniisbioners of naval enquiry, and for 
examining into the reforms therein sug- 
gested, and reporting the bc'^t and most 
clFectual means for carrying into execu- 
tion all such ns may appear to bo usofidj 
and practicable. A coiiiinissnni was in ^ 
consequence appointed, with sir (’barlo:s 
Middleton (now lord Barham) at the head 
of it, assisted by two able and respectable 
flag ofricors, and by two gentlemen whom 
sir Charles strongly recommended, jroin 
an experience he had had of their being 
eminently qualified, by their abililies and 
habits ol business, to give substantial aid 
in promoting the objects intended for their 
consideration. The comniibsioncrs are 
now proceeding in the investigation of the 
documents referred to them, in which 
they ha\c made inatf iial progios; and 
I have a perfect conridonce that, in their 
hands, the objects ^^hlch the noble lord 
may have in contemplalioii will be more 
speedily and etlectu.illy attained than they 
could be by a committee of your lordsliips. 

I hope that 1 shall not be mismtoqireted by 
any nolde lord in what I now say, as it is 
my particular wish to do full justice to the 
eminent and disiinguishcd qualilications of 
the illustrious and noble persons, whose 
minu'S are included in the list which the no- 
ble lord who made the motion hasjjroposcd. 
But those noble persons liaving many avo- 
caii(>ns, ilieir attendance in the investiga- 
tion of the l)U,«^iness which he proposijs to 
retor to tluun, cannot consc<piently be ex- 
pected during the recess of parliament. — 
Bill, V nil rrgni fl to the commissioners ap- 
^)oJntecl by llie crown, it will be their duty 
U) pursue their researches imlil the objects, 
lor which they have been selected, shall 
he fully iiccoinphshed. — Having suhiniited 
sue h obbcrvations as I had to oflor upon 
the motion of the noble lord, 1 have no 
hesitation in declaring that 1 feel no anxiety 
as to its result, I shall therefore put no 
impediment in the way, but leave to the 
wisdom of the house to give it such coun- 
tenance as your lordships ma), in your 
judgment, think best calculated to promote 
the interests of the nation and the good of 
the king's service. 

Earl St, Vincait rose, and spoke to the 

VwL, V. 


folloxVing .effect : —My lords, tlie noble 
lord hu\’i»ig thought proper to go out of 
his way for thepurjwse of bringing charges 
.iguiiist rn'e, 1 trust i shall be juslifled in 
bhortly trespassing upon your lordships' aU 
tention, in order to repel those charges. 
J'he iiiconbiFteiiCy the noble lord has so 
much dwell upon, I can readily explain. 
I own the intern ion of contracting for as 
many 74-gun ships, of the smaller class, 
as the navy board could And fit merchant 
builders t<» undertake ; but when I was able 
to attend the br>ard, it was shewn to me, 
that his majesty's dock-yards were so la^ 
mei.tably unprovided with limber, that it 
would Inivc been bad policy in the extreme, 
to have accepted any ol the lenders for 
btiildmg ships in the river Thames, and a' 
resolution was accordingly made to sus- 
pend the entering into contracts for build- 
ing ships in that river, until the more im- 
portant measure of flirnishing the royal 
arsenals with timber was accomplished. I 
innintaiii that 10 ships of the line may be 
launched from the dock-yards of the king 
annually, without impeding the necessary 
I repairs of ships in service, or iururriiag 
' any additional expence in the wages of ar- 
tificers; and when it is considered how 
wretchedly most of the contract-built ships 
i lately furnished to the navy have been fast- 
ened, with ragged bolts from 7 to 1 1 inches 
long, (many of which rolled out, or were 
drawn out by hand) instead of bolts two- 
and -twenty inches long forelocked on 
the opposite side, noble lords will see tlie 
positive necessity of performing the whole 
work of the navy, as it relates to building 
and repairing, in the arsenals of b»s ma- 
jesty. — With respect to the ministerial com- 
municatiot.3 between the first lord of the 
adniiraity and the comptroller, it is one of 
the gieal vices of the navy board, and 
serves no other purpose but to skreen them 
from all responsibility ; lor when called 
upon to account for disobedience to tlie 
most positive orchn's from the superior 
board, the constant reply is, that the 
comptroller explained the reason, in a mi- 
nisterial comirmnicalion with the late first 
lord. In short, since the ill-fated mea- 
sure of putting the commissioners into com- 
mittees, and the parliamentary authority 
for secret measures, concerted l?etween th6 
comptroller and first lord, all responsibility 
has ceased, and much gross^ abuse has 
arisen in the missions under I he comp- 
troller's auspices. With respect to tliat er- 
SOD, I certainly should have availed 
11 
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fill of the proposition of my noble friend 
(lord Sid mouth) who wua then at the 
bead of h»s inajet«ly’& government, to re- 
move Iniii, had not his < ondiic t been un- 
d'T the investigation of the Ciiininissiojiers 
of naval enquiry, the resiiitof whit h will, 
I am confulenl, o( cation his ignoniinious 
dismissal ; and, it eoinplete je-tiee is done, 
it will extend to the whole hoard, with the 
exception of IMr. Osborne Markham; for, 
cxclnsivo of him, tlieie is not one mem- 
ber who does his duty to the public, or is 
CoinpcU'ut to liib of/iic. As to the noble 
lord’s personal attack upon me, I shall 
Heat It with the contempt it dcscrvi*.^; bill 
I shall consider the n jectien of themolifin 
of my noble friend as an act of great in- 
jnstii'c done to myself. 

'I't.e Duke of C/amice spoke at consi- 
derable length in favour of going into tin 
proposed committee. Mis It. IJ. toc^k a 
view of the progressive im reasi' of the 
British na\y, aiul of the means that had 
been adopted for many years past, in dif- 
ferent administrations, for keeping up, and 
for increasing the navy of Ciii at Britain. 
He had seen and known of so main in- 
stiinccs of w'aste, and of shameful and 
flagitious abuse in the naval department, 
from })ersonb in comparatively higli sta- 
tions down to tluee in the lowest, that lie 
had reason to bhss the day on winch his 
iioble friend earl Si. Vincent was called to 
the head of the naval administration of this 
country. He also spoke in very high terms 
of praise of the administration of carl 
Spencer, when at the head of the admi- 
ralty. His 11. II. next proceeded to praise 
the cxertioiio of the CAinjinissioners of na- 
val enquiry, w’ho had bi’cn proposed by 
tlie noble earl, and informed the house, 
tliat he should, very soon after parlia- 
ment met next session, bring before their 
lordships' consideration the matters con • 
tained m the sixth report, which were ol 
the highest importance to ihe naval de- 
partment, in many essential points. It 
was reported, that the most enormous and 
flagitious thefts and peculations had been 
practised in different depiirtments of the 
navy, and as that leport came from ai, 
authority which could not be <|ucstioncd, 
he thought it ]>eculiarly incumbent on the 
house to look narrowly into the subject 
which was now before their eonsideralion. 
When the immense amount and value ol 
the stores which were annually sujiplicd 
for the navy were taken into consideration, 
it was evident that the most enormous ami 


incalculable abuses might prevail, if those 
who were at the head of the navy did not 
discountenance them as much as possible, 
and endeavour to detect them. In this he 
thought at least the naval part of those 
who managed the navy should lend their 
as''istance to the first lord of the admi- 
ralty. lie thought that Ins noble fiiend 
(earl St. \'inceiit) when iji oflice, ought to 
have had the assistance of the navy board, 
and ol the comptroller of the navy. He 
thouglit that in the (|nc^tions respecting 
the dockyards, he should at le ist have 
had the assistance of the dejnity comp- 
trolh r of the navy^ w ho had himself worked 
as a sfiipw riglit ; he. however, had under- 
blood that Ills noble friend bad by no means 
nu't vvilli lh.it eo-ojjcration that he might 
liave expecied. Jb’. should now' consider 
the oflhe building ships for the na- 

ve. 'riic* royal navy of r.iiglaiid now' con* 
«;iblcd of a tonnage of .S.j0,000 tons, of 
'.vJiich, to the honour of this country, 
114,000 had been captured from the ene- 
my. ()i what remained, no less than 
!?(»(), 000 had been supplied by contract. 
It would iberefore appear, that but a small 
proportion indeed had been built in the 
kings vauls. 'riie number of shipwrights, 
howevei, who were in the king's yards 
boro a very groat jjroportion to the whole 
numbei in tin* kingdom. In all Eng- 
land tlie nuinbt'r of siiipwiights were only 
stated at o‘.200, and in the king's yards 
aloiiO, 2M)0 of them were employed. lie 
could therefuic wry w'cil suppose, that 
when the merchant-yards had been able to 
furnish sncli a luiinlxT of ships, the king’s 
yanis employing no less than ‘2800 ship- 
w'right.s might easily eqnij) ten sail ufthe line 
annually, m addiiioii to the repairs winch 
our ships might want. Ills iiiajesty’s dock- 
yardseiTipIo) cd a sulficientnumberofhands, 
and if there were not docks and slips enough, 

It would be easy to make more. It ap- 
pearcfl to him that it onglit to be in the 
king’s >ar(!s that the king's navy should be 
built. 'I’he noble viscount (Melvilk?) had 
spoken with an air of triumph of the 
number of small craft that had been built 
under his administration, and of the great 
superiority we had over the enemy's flo- 
tilla at Boulogne. He looked upon the 
flotilla with great contempt; but if the 
noble viscount thought it sufficient to ap- 
peal to the superiority of our fleet off 
Boulogne, as a proof of the goodness of 
his adiniiiUtratioii of the department of 
tlie navy, he should ask, whether that su- 
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periority was more decided now than it 
was under the administration of the noble 
earl ? Could the noble viscount pride him- 
self equally on the ju'olection of the other 
interests of the empire? Administration 
had been informed, or they ought to have 
been informed, that the West Indies was 
llie destination of the enemy's fleets, and 
yet they left the West Indies without any 
adequate proti'ction. It was not possible 
for them to be deceived by tJui reports we 
had heard of sonielliing going forward he- 
Iween this country and Russia. They had 
persevered in the system of blockade, but 
without preventing the enemy's fleet from 
putting to sea; Ifiey had received con^'i- 
derable sums for secret services, without 
leal ning any thing about the motions oi , 
the enemy, and the Rociicfort squadron | 
had been for six weeks triumphant in the 
West Indies. If the commander of tliat 
squadron has d<me nothing more, if liC has 
not got the absolute possesMon of the soil 
and properly of our islands, he is deeply 
responsible to his own government for his 
%Yeaki.ess or cowardice, for it any English 
commander did so little with such a supe- 
rior force, ho would probably be calh’d to 
a most severe account. Had the 'Eoulon 
licet sailed on the same destination, Ja- 
maica and the most viiluable pans (if our 
West-Iiidiaii eiiijure were still in the ex- 
tiemest dangc'igand yet there was no no!jI»* ! 
lord, who ( (Hild pretend to say whelhei 
lliey had not sailed for tlie We.st In- 
dies *, whetJiei they were now in Cadiz, oi 
whellier tliey hii<l ever retuiu(;d to that 
port. His R. II. concluded an able speech 
in sujiport of the motion, in which, both 
by gener.il and detailed argnmcnis, he 
shewed the jiropricty of (^arl St, VincenlV 
conduct, to whom he paid very high t:uh>- 
giums; and pressed upon the house the 
justice and the necassity of going into the 
committee of emjiiiry upon a subject so 
imporfant to the feelings and cliaractcr (jf 
that noble lordy of the house itself, and ol 
the whole country. 

Lord SifJmuutii. — My lords ; 1 feel it 
my duty to declare, that every thing 1 
have heard coiiflrins rue in the opinion 1 at 
first entertained, that no public advantage 
can result from the adoption of this mo- 
tion. 1 at flrst entertained very serious 
doubts as to the propriety of laying before 
the house papers which I was convinced 
could not lead to any useful or practical 
purpose. 1 thought no charge haii been 
brought either against my noble friend 


(earl St. Vhiccnt) or against the noble vis- 
count (Mrlvilh*) ; I iherefoie did not feel 
myself called upon to consider, whether a 
larger or a lesser uumb(*r of ships have 
I been employed by one or the other, or how 
they wfMe purchased or contracted for* 
My opinion on the subject of building re- 
mains unallc'red, it has been already pub- 
licly e\pr<'s.se(l, and I see no occasion now 
to repeat it. There are two points to 
whi('li I shall principally confine niyscll, the 
fir'll IS, to explain ajiparcMit incon- 
gniity between the letter of lord St. Vmcc ut 
to the comjitridler of llie navy, and the erder 
immediately given for the increase of our 
fleets from the merchants* yanls. In the sum- 
mer of the \ear ISOO, llie iiubl(‘ earl, Irom 
motives highly meritorious, thought it ne- 
cessary to visit in person the different dock- 
yards in the kingdom. It was this visit 
and personal inspection that alteied his 
opinion, lie returned strongly impressed 
with the necessity of augmenting the num- 
ber of shijis of the line considerably, and, 
without any loss of time. Under this im- 
pression, he took every necessary step, lie 
took every measure to increase the quan- 
litv of tinilxT in the kint£*s docks as the 
maU;ri:ils for bhip building; but> as he 
saw that it was necessary to add as ex- 
peditiously as possible to the number of 
ships ill the British navy, he was also 
obliged to contract for them elsewhere'. As 
a proof of Ills zeal for the procuring a 
sullieient cjuanlity of ship timber in the 
king's yards, 1 need tmly mention that he 
had, for this exjuvss object, prevailed on 
a most considerable company (ihe East Ih* 
duu'ompany) lo abstain from building large 
.shi])5 for tv^o 'I'his was in itself 

a sufliciiau pr of of’ his anxiety to di- 
minish the pi ice of ship limber, and to 
incu^ ihe the supply. The oilier point to 
whi'ii I am anxious lo direct yoiirlord- 
sliip^^ attention is, to some observations which 
have been made by my noble friend (earl St. 
\'iiicciU) about the iiiisunderstandiiig which 
prevailed b(.'tueen the compti oiler of the 
navy board and the head of the admiralty- 
1 agree with the noble earl, that the inter- 
course between them should ralher he ofli- 
cial, formal, and by written documents; 
but when I make that distinction, I am 
suie the noble call must agiee with me, 
that it is vtiy desiralile to iiavc a good un- 
derstanding between tlicm. Indeed, it is ne- 
cessary that a good understanding and C(ja- 
fidence should subsist between all who are 
colleagues in oflice. During the period that 
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the noble earl presided at tlie admiralty, 

1 regretted miicli that the harmony and 
eoiiHdcnce which was so inueli to be wish- 
ed for, did not exist between liiin and tlie 
comptroller of the navy, 1 wished most 
mixiously to have it rcbtored; but when I 
had reason to sijpptjse lliut it was impossi- 
ble, 1 offered to lend in\self to j)ut an 
end to the connection, v hicli could no 
longr'r subsist with mutual confidence and 
eatibhirtion. 1 always thought that con- 
nections ought to be dissolved, which could 
not h(’ continued with harmony or mutual 
eonhdenee. '1 he noble earl, however, not- 
wiilii-taudiijg their disagieeinents, has al- 
\va\s spoken to him oJ the comptroller 
with kindness and hcnevolence. Hetiirn- 
ing to the subject immediately before your 
lordships, I still argue, that no parlia- 
nieiitary ground has been advanced for the 
committee. 1 know that there exists a 
firm determinuiion to enter into a strict 
exHinination of all abuses in whatever de- 
al tnicnt they may be found. I feel it to 
e ui\ duty to state to the housi', that it is 
the wish and iutontion of his majesty's 
present ministers to give efl’cet to all the 
salutary regulations pointed out in the \a- 
rious reports of the coniniissiouers of na- 
val eiKjuiry, and to reap the full benefit of j 
all their proceedings. 1 am conscious, 
tliat whatever is negligent and corrupt will 
be amended, and if i were not conscious 
that Mich was the disposition of the light 
bon. gent, at the head of ati'airs, and his 
colhaigues, 1 never would have consented 
to become a luembcr of the same admini- 
Slratioii. I’here is only one circuinslancei 
in the couiso of the piescnt discussion, 
that f find mvself under the neci ^Mtv ol 
regretting, and that aiiscs from my von* 
being contrary to the wish expressed b} 
my noble friend (earl St. \ iiiconi; for go- 
ing into the juoposeil committee. I have 
so high an esteem fur his eminent charac- 
ter, that I must lament this ditlcreucc of 
opinion; but 1 cauiiut forget that 1 am 
discharging a public duty on this occasion 
in voting against the niolion, not perc»;iv- 
ing any advantages likcl}' to lesult from its 
adoption. { 

Lord Holland said, that the noble lord 
who bad just sat down (lord Sidmouth) 
seemed well disposed to defend the inea- 
suies of the noble earl (St. Vincent) in ar- 
gument, and to give him fair words, al-j 
though he would not give liim his vote, j 
The noble carl, however, had not been as I 
fortunate us be in getting again into oiliueJ 
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'I'hose wbo found out the abuses, and those 
who confcbsed them, had all (except the 
noble earl) got again into power, and held 
forth the same lofty promises to the coun- 
try which had been so often repeated. 
He did not see how the former pi onuses 
had been realized, or what grounds there 
were fur lelying more upon the present. 
It was not, ho\vi‘vcr, by a,')Sertions, either 
on the one side or the other, that parliament 
ought to satisfied, but by a regular 
and formal enquiry in a committee. 'I he 
question was not, whether ships weieevt.r 
to be built in merchants' yai<is, but wiic- 
ther the present udmiinstrution hud not 
gone to a gr(!atc‘r extent iii their conlnuts 
than WHS warrantetl by tin; necessity ()f rhe 
times. In the year 180J, it \\a=. calculaU d 
that H seven ty*four gun slap e.>uld be bmi; 
j bv c ontract m three y hi?>, at the c.:pe;M e 
of V’bl. per ton; and that a fi egate couid 
be built in two M?a;s, at Jbl. per ton; .not- 
withstanding wlin li, the very next year a 
<.011 tract was made fur ships at as liigh a 
late as 3b‘l. per ton. As to what the no- 
I ble viscount (lord Melville) had said against 
blockades, it appeared to him completely n- 
fliculouf. 'fhe noble lord seemed to have 
forgotten that he had himself invariably pur- 
suer) tinit system w Idle he was at the head 
ol the admiralty, '^riie reasons he assigned 
ueic curious. It .semus, that the French 
slr.ps, hv ataving in their ports, were in 
inucli bt'tier londition than <mis, which 
had so hmg kept the seas. (Jn that prin- 
ciple he shouM have sent to congratulate 
the people in the < iiy, tliat the lluchelou 
sqnaiirun li.ul foolishly quitted it.s port and 
I gimc to Ihe \V( .st Indies, where it must 
je\p< r’eu(p imich wear and tear, and con- 
siderablc damage. Every lleet whicli 
France si*nt against our possessiuiis would, 
accordnig to this argument, be only in- 
juring herself, lie should not enter jiarti- 
c-'larly into the luuuher of small ciaft, 
gun-buats, and catamarans which the no- 
ble viscount might have built during his 
I adniiinsiiation ; but as to the great pro- 
mises that had been held forth, he expect- 
ed them to he realized about the same 
time that the promised surplus of tlie re- 
venues of India should come in aid of 
the extinction of the national debt of this 
country. In considering, however, the gc^- 
neral situation of this country, the want of 
I protection of the West Indies, and the ig^- 
I iiorance of the motions of the French and 
•Spanish fleets, he saw nothing upon which 
I he could congratulate, the country, in the 
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aiiininistration of its naval affairs. His 
l(;rd8liip concluded by supporting the mo- 
Ijon lor the coiniuittee. 

Lord Haxvkcfibury professed his disincli- 
nation to follow the noble lord, who had I 
made the motion, into all the details which 
in the course ot his speech he had thought 
it necessary to subinil to tbeir lordships. 
He observed that, although the debate hud i 
Ku Miiched out to a considerable lengtli, the 
question aj>peared to him to lie within a: 
nui.'ow compass. It had been alledged j 
that hib TK !j1c friend (lord Sidinoulh) gave 
till’ noble earl nothing but fair words, | 
which wuo uiiiair; tor that noble viscount 
I-, d ' crtainly taken a line of conduct 
'• ' 'I’ll w.is dictated by the sense he enter- 
7 Md of hi3 jjailiainentary duty, and at 
v'l' 'iune time had spoken according to his 
u ' wiUi KiicM ucij to the character of 
the nuMe curl. l?ut his luidship said lie. 
It collected tlnil orhc)'., on a former occa- 
. 0 . 011 ^ when .n. f 'Kpnl^ v ;is moved for, had 
prv>' 'ssed great ifcndsln}) hii that noble 
♦■.ail, but had indtecJ g!\en him notiiing but 
fan words. Mavnig stated this, because 
the occasion, as it appeared to bun, called 
lor It, he rihouh’ come immediately to the 
t.jiie8tion now before their lordships, which 
was, wliether ccrcuin papers already before 
them should be reh rrerl to a committee, 
and that was a subject, he confessed, ol 
great ilelicacy, invol\ Ii,g considerations of 
groat impo’’lance Willi ii vivwv to the dis- 
closure that iniisi atiend it if die motion i 
be(arried. God kiibid, iImI he should' 
.^av, if a grave case was niude out, the; 
house would not attend to it, and send it| 
to the investJgaiion of atonnuiltee, even! 
at the risk of all the conieijuenecs which j 
might follow the dii.closure; but iiuthing 
sliort of absolute necessity wouhl induce 
their lord‘*hips to do so, for the dis( Insure 
would not only be to llie people of this | 
country, but must necessarily reach the| 
enemy, and be a disclosure to the whole 
world ; and before their lord^hipb could be ’ 
pi evaded on to do that,tliey w’ould takecure 
that the ground on which it was called for 
was imperative upon iliein ; that they had 
hardly a choice whether lliey should go 
into the entjuiry or not; and he would 
confess freely, that some of the papers re- 
ferred to were of such a natuie,. that he 
was sorry they were asked for at all. 'The 
question tiien came to this, was there any 
necessity, or matter suflicieutiy important 
laid before the house to induce their lord- 
ships to adopt tins uiotiou? The principal 


{K>ints w'hich ha«l been d elt upon^ amir 
which had been most disputed were, ots 
the expediency of building ships in ther 
king’s dock-yards, or of having recourse to 
the aid of merchants' building. He did 
not feel much confidence in iiis ability to 
form a correct opinion upon such a siib* 
ject; but he believed it would be found 
the true policy of this country to build m 
much as possible in the king’s dock-yards^ 
but that it was impracticable to build ail 
our shipping there, and that government 
imibt have recourse to the assistance of tha 
merchants' yards in that respect, Sincer 
then, it was impossible to do altogether 
without that help, the question reduced 
it-clf a considerable degree ; and he would 
then ask, whether wliat had been done in 
this respect called for the enquiry of a 
committee? The subject was of cunsidera-* 
ble difliculty, as a question to what degree 
government should contract with mer- 
chants for building ships, either to tlie 
house iuelf or to a committee, to form a 
correct opinion upon it; but that did not 
necessarily call on their lordships to iristw 
tute this species of investigation ; and hero 
he wished the house to consider, that three 
years ago an act passed the iegiUalure lo 
enquire into naval abuses, and there were 
now upon their lordships' taUe, and also 
on the table of the other house of parlia- 
ment, reports of the committee proceeding 
under that act. ’Lhese reports contained 
much important and valuable information; 
and in consequence of the reports of that 
committee his majesty had been advised to 
institute another commission to enquire into 

abuses w hich may be existing, and to pro- 
vide sucli remedies for them as shall appear 
expedient, with a view to the improvement 
of the dilfcreiit departineiils, and all otliec 
matt'Ts connected with our naval service. 
It ap|)eared, then, the commissioners wera 
in the course of entering into further in« 
vestigalion of all these matters, for the 
purpose of finding out remedies for any 
abuses which may be found to exist. He 
thought it was unnecessary to say more 
than this as an objection to the present 
motion. As it was under an investigation 
in another quarter, it would lie more ex- 
pedient, and, as he thought, more becom- 
ing for the house to wait until their lord- 
ships saw the lesult of the enquiries already 
instituted, before they went into another. 
He submitied to the house, whether their 
lordships did not think the commissionen 
to w hum he had alluded were more likely 
4 
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to investigate the subject thoroughly than 
the comniiCtee now proposed ; and that 
that system was more likely to lead to a 
practical coiiclusioti than that proposed by 
the noble earl? lie was coniident their 
lordships would not agree to this motion, 
unless they saw fur it a jjressing necessity ; 
he submitted there did not up})car any 
’ such necessity, that no case was made out, 
no parliamentary ground laid for this mo- 
tion, and therefore, whatever might be 
their lordships* opinion of the existence of 
abuses, or of the iipplication of remedies 
to them, they were in the course of inves- 
tigation, and which was a much more ex- 
pedient mode than the one now proposed 
by the motion of the noble earl. | 

The Earl of HHckin^lumsIiirc was of 
opinion, that there was nothing in the con- 
duct of the noble earl who presided over 
the naval department at the comrnenco 
xnent of the war, to call for such mi enqui- 
ry as was now proposed. When a similar 
enquiry was proposed last year, it met with 
his opposition, and he would o[)po3e it 
now on the same groiuido. lie resistcfi it 
then, because he considered it unnecessary 
and uncalled for, by a fair retcrence to 
what the state of our navy then was, and 
he would resist it upon the same principles 
at the present monu‘nt. There was also 
another ground upon which lie felt himself 
called upon to oppose it, and that was the 
unfavourable inference wdiicli had bcim 
endeavoured to be made from circum- 
stances which occurred during the latter 
part of the administration of the noble vis- 
count who had been lately at the head of 
the naval department, lie rose to resist 
any imputation which might have been 
attempted to be thrown n-mn him, fur 
what might possibly have occuried in our 
West India colonies. The duty of the 
noble viscount he conceived to have been, 
to have a fleet always ready, suflicient to 
overpower any which the enemy could 
possibly send out from any of its ports, 
and having done that, he was of opinion 
he had well performed his duty. Having 
done so, he would ask what blame could 
be imputed to the noble viscount? It had 
been urged as a cause of blame, that only 
one ship of the line had been stationed at 
the Leeward Islands. He appealed to the 
noble earl on the cross bench, whether it 
was necessary to maintain a greater naval 
force there? He was persuaded, that the 
noble earl, with all his judgment and expe- 
rience, would not niaintam that it was. 
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The appointment of a committee appeared 
to him unru-cessary and inconvenient, and 
therefore he found himself compelled too})-' 
pose it. Tins was the only point on winch 
he had any iiiclmation to sj)eak, and upon it 
nothing could have induced him to be bilent. 

The Karl of Sj/folk bore testimony to 
the nicritorii)ns services of earl St. Vin- 
cent, particularly m in.dituting that highly 
useful board, the naval commission, and 
vindicated the noble earl from the charge 
of not ha\ing sufliciently attended to the 
construction of smaller sized vessels. The 
noble lord animadverted on the conipiirisou 
that wiis made between the noble viscount 
(Melville), and the noble earl on the cross 
bench, with rcsi^cct to the building of shi|)s 
in the merchants’ yards, and observed that 
this dillerei.ee was kept in the shade, that 
although both no- le lords resorted to the 
meixJiants* yards, the) did not do so on 
the same terms, or any thing like it. Tor 
the noble viscount contracted for building 
such ships at one third more per Ion, than 
the noble earl would have acceqited, or 
could have had them built for. 'I'hc nol)Ie 
lord complained of the delay that had 
taken |)lace befoie any of our naval force 
was desptilchcd to the West Indies after 
the Rochefort squadron had sailed, Chr- 
cunibtances had occurred, as well in Jui- 
ro])e as in the West Indies, whicli tended 
to lower that proud ( liaruclor v\hich our 
navy had ac(|uired, and always inainlainod, 
until within the last lew months of the 
present war. He thought the conduct of 
the late admiralty was extremely ceiiMira- 
, ble. Tlie noble viscount at the heml of U 
had been gmlly of great neglect in not im- 
i mediately desj)uteliing a fleet to the West 
Indies, to prevent the depredations and 
insults whicli liad been committed against 
our possessions in tliat part of the world, 
by a bquadron, which came out almost in 
deiiance of us, from the ports of France. 
He had also heard, that some improper 
preference had been manifested in the ap- 
pointment of an oflicer to an important 
command. That would well deserve to 
jc submitted to a committee of their lord- 
ships, for no abuse could tend more to 
disseminate dissatisfaction among the naval 
profession, than an undue partiality of that 
kind. His lordship wished that all those 
cliargcs should be fully investigated, and 
seeing no means of doing it more ready 
than the appointment of a committee, wit h 
full powers, he would vote for tlie proposi- 
tion of his noble friend. 
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Lord Melville requested leave to say a 
few words in answer to the unfounded 
chiirs;es which had been urged against his 
conduct by the noble eail. lie would 
asseil, in direct C('iin:idiction to what had 
fallen from the noMe carl, that there had 
been no delay wlialcver in detaching a suf- 
iicient number (d ships in pursuit ol the 
Uochcibrt squadron. That he would assert 
peremptorily and pc sitively, in opposition 
to the charge so unwarninlably |>refeiTed, 
either bv the noble earl or any one else. 
'I’hat s(piaclron bad sailed from Rochefort 
fill twelve days befoie it wns known to any 
of the commanders upon any of the sta- 
tions. On the nth day, the intelbgenco 
was communicated to him, and on the 
nc\t morning he transmitted those orders, | 
in conseijucnco of which admiral Cbchranei 
sjile<l for the West Indies. Theie wicre I 
many noble lords who eoiihl listity whatj 
he asserted; and he therefore lelt himself 
jnstilied in repelling, wiih boeoinmg indig- 
nation, the charge, of iicght i, whether 
foiningfrorn the noble earl, oi any oilier 
noble lord. As to the chargi' of a partial 
preference of a relative of Ins, that he 
would peremptorily contradict. Where the 
noble earl obtained his information, or for 
what purpose he brought il forward, he 
knew not, nor was it w<iith Ins while to 
enquire; but he would jiositivtly assert 
that It had no foundation whatever ni truth 
or in lact. If the noble carl shonhl be. in- 
clined to pursue his attacks upon him. he 
would recommend lo him lo prove a little 
more, and to insinuate a little less. Against 
flic noble earl’s judufs, he tni^t»'d, as in 
the prc-MUit instant*:, that he slioukl always 
be able t(^ deiiMid biinsolf; agriinst his in- 
sinuations be could not hope lor cipuil 
proU’ction. If the noble call sboidd scat- 
ter bis poisoned arrows abroad, some ot 
them iniglit piJssibly light upon him; Out 
whether such a modr of ass.niing the con- 
duct of a jicrson who had been ,xL the head 
ol a gieat public department, was either 
fair or honoiiralde, wa.s worthy the con.si- 
deration of the noble earl. He trusted 
that he would learn a lesson from the irn- 
priuleme and irieflicacy of bis attack on 
this night, that w*juld discouiage him 
from any future rash repetition of similar 
charges. 

I.ord Suffolk observed in e.xplanation, 
that he had stated the circumstance of the 
Rochefort squadron having been five or 
si\ vvei'ks in the West Indies, unpursued 
by our Hcels^ as a fact; but the supposi- 


tion tliat this delay originated in secret 
reasons waiS a report which be believed to 
be false, 

Karl Darnlnj rose in reply, and adverted 
to the various arguments that bad been 
urged by the noble lords opposite, against 
hi.s motion. It had been observed, that 
such an investigation would be, on the 
present occasion, particularly improper, as 
It might expose, not only to the public of 
this country, but lo the knowledge of our 
enemies, such subjects as would be parti- 
ciilirly inexpedient. Tliis observation, 

I however, if it applied at all, was applicable 
only to the discussions that might take 
place in the house, and not to any enqui- 
ries that might be instituted before a com- 
mittee. A noble lord seemed to think, 
that the principle on which ho had brought 
forward his motion was his hostility to em- 
ploying merchants' yards in building ships 
oi the navy. Here, however, he begged 
leave lo set the noble lord right. He had 
not declared any hostility to that principle, 
'riiere were many cases, on the contrary, 
when eiiipluyiug merchants* yards niignt 
be very expedient. Ills objection was 
only to the degree; ; and that, considering 
the cxpencc with which that mode of 
budding ships was attended, was a suffi- 
cient subject of grave investigation. A 
committee of enquiry was also necessary, 
he contended, in regard to a noble lord 
(St. \ incent) who had been implicated in 
another place, and represented by some as 
an enemy to jus country. One great end 
of his motion therefore was, to ascertain 
whether that noble lord was meritorious 
or guilty. Tins enquiry was due in jus- 
tice to the noble lord ; it was due to the 
IJntisU navy and to the nation, and in op- 
position to such claims he had yet heard 
nothing th.a could lead him to alter his 
opinion. — The house then divided ; con- 
tent5. ; not contents, 88; majority 
agaiiibt the motion 55. — Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF rOMMOXS. 

Friday, May 24. 

[Minutks.] Colonel Wood gave no- 
tice, that on Friday next he should move, 
that there be laid before tlie house a copy 
of the proceedings of the court-martial; on 
sir John Duckworth. — Mr. 'fierney moved, 
that the corniiiillee on the Camberwell W'a- 
ter Works bill do sit again on Wednesday 
next, and proceed with the bill. Th« 
ground of Ins motion was, that the corn- 
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initt<‘o had adjourned for such a time as 
would render it impossible to have the bill 
reported this session, by which a bill that had 
received the sanction ot* the house, as 
liar as it had gone, would be lost. hir. 
Graham did not think it consistent with 
the usual form of proceeding, for any mem- 
ber to move for the revival of a committee 
that had adjourned for a certain time. 
The Speaker informed the hon. member, 
that it was coufonnablo to the practice of 
the house, whenever any committee to 
which It might have referred any bill for 
f^onsidoration, look any proceedings that 
would have the eifect of disajijiointing the 
wishes of the house, to direct that such 
committee should inocecd with the bill, 
and report aye or no upon it. 'I’Jie motion 
was then agreed to. — Mr. Shaw brought 
up the report of the committee on the pe- 
tition of the Dublin bakers, and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to amend the acts 
for regulating the baking trade in Dublin. — | 
On the motion of sir John Newport, the I 
account of the cvpencca of the criminal 
prosecutions in Ireland, ordered on the 
1st of April, was ordered to l>e jiresentcd 
forthwith.-— The Set retary at War moved 
the order of the day to ballot for a select 
committee of 21 members, to exainiiie into, 
and report their opinion on, the 11 th re- 
port of the commissioners of naval en- 
quiry, except what related to the sum of 
100,0001. secret service money; wliich 
being agreed to, one of the dorks, as usual 
on such occasions, read over the; list of ih»^ 
members of the house, when all those who 
were present, and thought proper to do so, 
gave in a lir't of 21 iminbers each; when 
this was over, another committee, com- 
posed of Mr. Iluskisbun, Mr. S. liourne, 
the Attorney-Genciiil, Mr, Ormsby, Mr. 
Lubbock, Mr. D. Bnnvnc, loid KitzJiarris, 
Mr. I. 11. lirowiic, Mr. Priusep, Dr. l)ui- 
genan, sir M. 11. Folkcs, sir K. Nepean, 
and other.*, was appointed to examine the 
said list, and report such members as had 
the su}>eriority of miinbers. — Mr. llu.skis- 
son bronglit up tlie l\)st IIor.se Duty Farm- 
ing bill, which was read ii tir.st lime. — Tlu 
Public Accounts Auditors* bill was read a 
second time. — A new writ was ordered, on 
the motion of INI r. Calcrafr, for the borough 
of Newtown, in Southampton, in the room 
of Charles Chapman, esq. who had accepted 
the stewardship of his mujesty*.s Chilteni 
Hundreds. — Mr. Brooks, pursuant to no- 
tice, moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
explain and amend the several acts relat- 


ing to the Woollt'ii manufartnres. The 
bill for suspending the penalties imposed 
by several of the statutes would expire ui 
.Tilly, and therefore it was neccssarv to 
provide some legislative moans of averting 
the injurious opeiation of statutes/ as most 
of them benune ob.*olcte and usclcsb. 
Admiral Berkeley was sorry the lion, 
mcnibor had brought forward this measure, 
because, without producing any good cih ct 
it would entail an heavy expeiicc on the 
parties, lie should not object to its pro- 
gress till it should be printed, and he was 
convinced that the good sense of the house 
would not entertain it. lie took tliis op- 
portunity to give notice of his intention to 
move tor leave to bring in a bill for con- 
tinuing the Suspending Act for a time to 
be limited. After a tew words from Mr. 
Brooks, leave was given to bring in the 
bill. — A message from the lords inff^rmed 
the house, that their jordships had agreed 
to the Land Tax (annniissioiicrs* bill willi- 
oiit any amendments, and also that their 
lorilships desired to be infonned upon 
what grounds the (omnions dcsiri*d the 
lords to give perrnj.s.sion to earl St. V'in- 
cent to attend the committee to which Ib.e 
papers i elating to the rejiairs of the Bom- 
ncy and Sensible, while undt r the com- 
mand of sir Homo Fopham, bad been re- 
ferred. On the motion of Mr. Rose, the 
! messengers were iulornied l)y the Speaker, 
that an answer sliould be sent by that 
house, by a inessemger of its own, lo such 
part of their lordsliips' message as rehitixi 
to earl St. Vincent. — Mr. Bagwell moved 
^the tliird reading of the Irish Flection bill. 
After siaiic amondnionts were jiroposed, 
the further pna:eedings on the third read- 
ing were deterreti to Monday, — ^'Fhe Irish 
Excise Licence bill was read a second 
time. — The Irish .Mall Duty bill passed 
tlirougli a eoiumiitee. — ^^riu* further cousi- 
(ieralion of the. rcpoi t on the bill for the 
recovery of small debts in Ireland was, on 
the motion of Mr. D. Browne, put oil' to 
this day si.\ mouths. — ^The Irish Stamp 
Duty bill passed through a committee. — 
Mr. Vansittart gave notice, that on Tiies- 
d.vy next he .should move for leave to bring 
ill a bill to regulate the police of the city 
of Dublin. 

[Dublih Pavixg Bill-*] Mr. Vansit- 
fait roiSe, in pursuance bf the notice he 
had given, to move lor leave to bring in a 
bill lo appoint commissioners lo eiupiire 
and examine into any irregularities or 
abuses that may have taken place ui con* 
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ducting and managing the paving, the deran- 
Eing, and lighting tlio blrcets of Dublin, and 
also to provide tor tht* siiFpeJision of the 
powcisiuid aiilliontios of the present board 
ibr cleansing, lighting, cVc. the said streets, 
t}»c siiiiie in other persons during such 
suspension, and for better conducting and 
nianai'ing the business of the said board. 
He said, he felt the disadvaijUiges under 
which a person must labour who was not 
locally acquainted with the pLicc to which 
he wished to apply regulations : but he had 
been informed that the griexance which he 
proj)osed to remedy w»as of so pressing a 
nature, that a delay in bringing this subject 
before parliament would be attended with 
great inconvenience ; and be had the good 
fbrtpne to be surrounded by gentluinen 
who would give every possible informa- 
tion, and correct him if he was wrong. It 
was necessary for him to state, that the 
present board in Ireland originated in an 
act ol parliament proposed by a noble lord 
(Do Blaquicre) in I7i>4, by which a former 
coimin>sion was depri\ed of its powers, 
and great powers were vested in the new 
board. 'I'lns act appeared to him to have 
been <lrawn with gr(iat attention ; it ap- 
pointed six directors and six commis- 
sioners ; the former were to have no salary, 
and the latter to be paid only in propor- 
tion to their attendance. It had, /lowever, 
turned out that this board, either through 
mismanagi'nicnt or from unforluiiale cir- 
cumstances, had got very considerably into 
debt, and the situation of the streets ol 
Dublin was now absolutely disgraceful. It 
was not now necessary for him to examine 
who was in fault, because the existence of 
the evil was sulTlcieiit to juslily him in 
prof)osing the enquiry. When the present 
board was instituted, their predecessors 
bequeathed them a debt of 45,0001. ; that 
debt was now S t,000l. It was therefore 
evident tiiat to go on in the same system, 
without increasing the revenue or apply- 
ing some remedy, would only increase an 
evil already of such magnitude* With 
r<*gard to any mismanagement whicli might 
have taken place, he had not sufiicieiit in- 
formation to enable him to speak positive- 
ly, but he had sullicient to be satislicd that 
an enquiry was necessary. It was also bis 
intention to propose that a power •should 
be given to the lord lieutenant (in case the 
commissioners of enquiry now to be ap- 
pointed should so advise him) to suspend 
he present board, and to appoint a new' 
one for the conduct of this business. But 
VoL V. 


the house must be aware, that whether tfio. 
present board was conimuoti, or n new 
board appointed, the evil must increase, 
unless some funds were provided ; he 
should therefore propose to the house to 
give a power to the treasury of Ireland tp 
advance a sum of money for the present 
exigency. But as be was anxious not to 
act with any precipitation upon this sub-* 
ject, he should propose, after the bill was 
brought in, to till up the blanks in a com- 
mittee, with a view to its ‘ being recom- 
mitted, and, in the mean time, it should 
be sent to Jreliuid for tlie cx)nsideration of 
the Corporation of Dublin* This mode of 
proceeding he thought most candid and 
proper. He concluded with moving for 
leave to bring in the bill. 

Lord De lUaquiere^ as a member of the 
Paving Board, rejoiced that the time for 
enquiry had arrived. He agreed that the 
shameful state of the streets of Dublin re- 
quired something to be done immediately, 
but he denied that the Paving Board had 
been guilty of any misconduct ; their crime 
was their poverty ; the expenditure of the 
corporation greatly exceeded their in- 
come ; many of thfe mo.st essential articles 
in their work had trebly increased in their 
price, while the taxes remained the same, 
and without means it was impossible for 
them to do their duty to the public in the 
manner that was expected. — lie approved 
of the commissioners, but thought they 
should be appointed in ^hc house of com- 
mons, and not by any one out of it, and 
that their enquiries should extend to the 
investigation of the grounds upon which 
the unfavourable report made tlircc years 
since of the Paving Board by the commis- 
sioners of impre st accounts was founded. 
— ^The noble lord slated alsti some details 
proving, the inadequacy of the funds of the 
board to the fuKihnent of their contracts* 
He said, the principal part of the debt had 
been contracted by the former corporation; 
the debt incurred by the present board 
arose from the great incrense in the price 
of every article ; oil, for instance, was 
more than double the price it was, when 
the board was first instituted, and the sum 
they paid for cleansing the city had in- 
creased from l600/. to 5t)00/. a year, and 
for this they were only allowed 2000/. a 
year* He approved very much of the en- 
quiry, because, if the present board had 
acted wrong, it ought to be destroyed, but 
be hoped the new commissioners of enquiry 
would be appointed by parliament.— He 
I 
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complained of the report made by the 
conimissioiicrb ot iinpresl arcouiUs, winch 
lie said contained unfounded < harges 
against the present board. And ho added, 
that lie iiad been at the board from its liral 
institution ; that lit‘ had fruim d the act, 
and for 15 or l(i \ears he had given it his 
constant and most sedulous uUcnliou ; and 
that luiMiig Icit Ireland soon ai'ter tliej 
union, it sNas his intention to have ve- 
signed his situation, but that lie iliought it 
neither Ji<aiourabIcor manly to do so when 
he found that a cry was raising again&t the 
corpf nation. ^ 

Mr. Dvums Broun said, it was veny ex- 
traordinary that the report ol' the com- 
miesiuneis of im])rcsls had been laid upon 
the table of parliament (i years, and no 
notice had bceu taken of it. Much had 
been said to a friend of his in praise of the 
administration of lord llardwicke; but as 
Ins inend wiis walking with him tliiough 
the streets of Dublin one night, lie, with 
some surprise, exclaimed, that there was 
nothing but darkness, danger, and deso- 
lation. 

Mr. Alexander said there was something 
irregular in the convai'sation, as they all 
agreed in the principle of the propriety of 
appointing connnissionors. 

Sir Joint JW'Wjiort defended the conduct 
of the present commissioners. They had 
pointed out the means of remedying seve- 
ral ulnises, and no insinuations ought 
to be tlirown out against them till the 
house saw the 'report of the new com- 
mittee. 

Mr. approved the principle of the 

bill, and vindicated the conduct of the 
commissiouei'b for auditing public ac- 
counts, wlio bad made three reports un- 
favourable to the Pa\iiig Hoard. 'I'he 
right liou. gent, said iliat tlioie cormnis- 
sioneis were bound by the ino.-^t solemn 
oath to investigate abuses, and mu::>t of 
course discharge their duly, lie could 
also speak from personal knowledge ol 
the gentleman who was at the head of that 
commission, and conlidently di dure that 
no man was more justly distinguished for 
character, integrity, and the rectitude of his 
conduct. 

* Lord De Blaquiere in reply, said lie did 
not see the necessity of the observation 
made by the right hou, gent.; he had 
never questioned the character or honour of 
any of the gentlemen who composed the 
Board of Accounts, he had respect indivi- 
dually lor every gentleman in it ; for some, 


the sinccrest friendship. What he said 
was, that the nqjorL made by the commis- 
sioners of iu counts wus not as lie thought 
warranted b> the evidence vaIiu Ii lay on the 
table, and an for tlieoatli, the directors and 
t (>nmn>siomrs for j>aving were eipially 
bound upon oath lor the discharge ol llicir 
li list. 

Mr. JilUiufn Ponwnhy said, that a groat 
part oi Dublin was cox creel with darkness, 
and was diverted m coii.*?equciicu ol the 
union ; and it would be diflicult to Kii^e 
a fund for beltcring the police without 
contributing more to the e\il that already 
exists. 

Mr. Vansittart said, he was happy to 
find that his motion met with thoajqiroba- 
tionofso many gcnllemou from Ireland, 
With res]>ect to the’ wish cN])rcsscd by 
some gentiemau. tliat the coniinissif)iK:rs 
should bo appointed by parliament, he did 
not at present see any objection to it, but 
be did not wish to liimsell’ upon the 

sufyect ; he vvouhl, however, consider it, 
and state his final opinion when the bill 
came into a coimmtlee. — Leave was then 
given to bring in the bill. The right lion, 
gent, then bronghi up the bill; which w^as 
read a first tirnu, and ordon d to be road 
a second lime on Monday* He tlien gave 
notice, that he shouUl on Mtmday inoxe 
I the house into a cuumiittee lo considei i/f 
' the pn>pnely of empowering tlic lord 
I lieutenant to direct tlie loids c^nnimo- 
sioners of the treasury to advance ate.i- 
Uiiri sum for the purposes of the said 
act. — AdjoLirnt,'d. 

HOUS 14 Of Loans. 

Monday, Mai/ 27 . 

[P/VNcitAS Ibjon Him..] Du the second 
leading of the Pancras Poor bill, 

[ The I’.arl of Sulfufk observed, tlial, as Jt 
[vv s conlitJenlly asseiled, the former bill 
' w'ould eventually utlbid satisfaction to 
ihoi^c afl‘c< ted by it; there was, in his mind, 
no m;cestiity hif the present measuie. 
The former bill cost some of their lord- 
ships a great deal of trouble, and much 
attention w'us paid to the discussion of 
the merits of Xbe bill, in the committee^ 
particularly by a noble earl, now absent 
on a. command in Scotland (Moira), and 
a right rev. prelate, not now in his place 
(bishop of St. Asapli), as well as by him- 
self. lie thought; therefore, it would be 
better to wait till the effect of the former 
bill were ascertained. — The bill was forth- 
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xvith read a second time, and ordered to 
the consitlerutioii of a committee of their 
lorddhips, on Thiirsd*iy next. (Ju which 
pta^e, it Wcis ord<jrcd, that the petitioners 
have le.ne to bo heard by ihoir counsel, 
resjxrtin;; ilic bill* After some proceed- 
ings h.zil intervened, 

I'iie Karl of Suffolk again addressed 
their lordships on the subject; under- 
standing a groat diversity of 'opinions oo- 
tuinod, as to the merits of the bill, and 
strong objections were entertained to its 
principle, he should, wath a view to afford 
time fur its consideration, and a regular 
oppoi luiiity, at some distance, for the 
o])posers of the measure to be heard by 
tlieir counsel, move to-morrow, that the 
present order, with respect to the eom- 
imitoe, be discharged, and that the bill, 
hib lordship said, should bd read on Wed- 
nesday se’nnight. 

[Statk of luELAvn.] The Earl of 
Suffolk lObC to move, that the order for 
summoning their lordships for Wednesday 
next, on the occasion of his intended mo- 
tion fur an enquiry into the existing state 
of I i eland, be discharged ; which being 
accordingly done, hfs lordship observed, 
that he was principally indiurd to this, by 
his wibli to take further time to consider 
upon tho subject, to obtain further infor- 
mation, and to consult with several noble 
friends, who were inclined to .support his 
j)roposition on the subject; which, per- 
lia))S, he might think not inexpedient, con- 
sidering its very advanced period, to bring 
it lorward during the present session, 
lie ccuicluded by moving, that their 
lordships be summoned lor Wednesday 
bo'niiight.” Ordered. 

[Cat L ci) Printers’ Petition.] Lord 
fv/z/g pre.si'iited a petition from the Jour- 
neymen (,’aiico Printers of Lancashire, 
Derbyshire, (!heshir(;, Lanark, Renfrew, 
ike,, complaining of the distiess they suffer 
ill consequence of their inability to promre 
employ rnciit owing to the excessive mul- 
tiplication of apprentices, and stating 
other grievances to which tiicy are subject, 
’fhe noble lord prefaced his motion, that 
the petition should lie on the table, by 
assuring the house that the case of the 
jjctitioners was one of peculiar severity, 
and strongly entitled to the attention of 
the house. It was a gn?at hardship, be 
observed, that those jioor men should not, 
after serving a long apprenticeship, have 
at least a fair opportunity of ciuployment. 
Rut the number of apprentices introduced 


Printen PHitionn 

of late yeaiT into their trade, which ex- . 
ceeded ven' far indccfl tlie projiortion ever 
known belore in any mechanical jirolession . 
in this country, excluded the journeymen 
from almost even the chance of being able 
to earn their subsistence. Indeed in many 
instances these journeymen were refused 
einploynicnt, unless they consented to sign 
a second ronlruct or indenture for live or 
se\eu years, on such terms as the masters 
thouglit proper to prescribe. This was a 
case without par.illel, and which could be 
scarcely heard of without surprize. How- 
ever, notwithstanding those acts of in- 
justice and oppression, it was not tiie wish' 
of the journeymen to engage in any liti- 
gation with their masters, but rather to 
have matters settled amicably. It was not 
hio desire, the noble lord staled, to in- 
terfere with tho freedom of trade, but the 
house would recollect that such an inter- 
ference was warranted by the operation of 
the combination law, and that in this in- 
stance he had a precedent precisely in 
point, he meant the silk weavers* act, which 
limited the number of apprentices which 
masters should take. The petitioners, he 
trusted, would meet that consideration 
from the house which their conduct de- • 
served. They had not resorted to those ' 
combinations which were so injurious to 
trade and the peace of the country, but 
appealed to that house for redress. It was 
much to be wished that their example 
should have a due iniluence upon all the 
journeymen throughout the country, and 
he had no doubt that the late of this peti- 
tion would be such as to encourage those 
journeyman who feci that, when they hod 
any real grievances lo complain of, they 
might apply to that house with confidence 
of redress, "I'he noble lord concluded with 
observing, that he did not mean to take 
any proceeding this session upon this peti- 
tion, and he hoped the conduct of the 
masters in the course of the recess would 
render any further proceeding unnecessary* 

If, however, he should be disappointed in 
this just expectation *, if ho amicable ad-^ 
justment should take place between the 
parties, he should feel it hi.s duty at an 
early period of the next session to bring 
forward a measure grounded on the prayer 
of this petition. 

I’be Earl of Suffolk consiilered tho case 
of the petitioners as peculiarly entitled to 
the consideration of tlie house.— The pe- 
tition was ordered to lie on the table.— 
Adjourned. ^ 
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HOUSE or COMMONS. Continue the act for appointing commis- 

Monday May Q7» quisilts, and emoluments in ollices, iu Ire- 

[Mivutes.] On the motion of sir J. laud. — ^'I’he re|)ort of the ballot lor the 
AVrotiesley a ne\v writ was ordered for committee on the lltli naval report was 
a nminber to serve in parliament for the brought up ; the following are the gf utle- 
borougji of Donioc, Tain, and Dingwall, men chosen : lord Glcnbervie. Geo. Can- 
in the loom of the hon. John Villiers, who ning, esq. lord Henry Peltv, Robert Holt 
ha*' accepted the Chiltern hundreds*— Mr. J-cigh, esq. the right hon, Denis Browne, 
Grey presented a petition from tlie gen- D* Giles, esq. Mr. Serjeant Best, Bragge 
tleineu freeholders and electors of the Bathurst, esq. B. Hobhouse, esq. J. Camp- 
county of Northumberland, congratulating bell, esq. S. Barne, es<j. C. W. \V\ime, 
the liouse on the votes of the Sihand 10th esq. C. S. Hawthorne, esq. R. Steele, esq. 
of April relative to the tenth naval re- C. M. Orrnsby, esq. P. Patten, esq, J. 
port. The petition was ordered to lie on Kingston, esq. sir Robei t Vaugh.in, hurt, 
the table; as was also one from the inha- M. P. Andicws, esq. H. Jod lndl, esq. 
bitauts of the town and county of the lord Binning. Se\(*ii were empowered to 
town of Southampton. See vol. iv.. p. be a quorum, and the committee was aii- 
6*22, where the said petitions were mad- thonsed to afljourn fiom time to time. Sir 
verteully in'seried. — IMr. Serjeant Best W. Elfoid, considering that to any man 
moved mr Icjue to bring in a bill to amend ot commoji undeislurding ilie testimony 
an act of the 4tli year of his present mu- of lord St. Vincent had been contia- 
jesty, to pi event delay in proceedings rc- dieted by the writtm documents exibling 
dative to Bankrupts having the privilege of in the corri spondence between his Lonl- 
parliameut granted, — 'I'he attoniGv gene- ship, sir A. Hamond,and lord Buckinghain- 
ral, pursiuiut to notice, moved for leave to shire, gave nolioe that he should move to- 
bring in a bill to amend the act of last iiioirow, that those papeis should be refer- 
session, for facilitating the arrest of oifeiid- red to the .>aid comntittee, and that they 
ers e.scaping from one part of the muted should report thereon.— On the motion of 
kingdom to another, or from one . country the chancellor of the exchequer, it wa^ left 
to another. He had dererred this iiiution to a select committee to draw up an 
hitherio, lest it might appear, if he had answer to the measage of the lords, desir- 
brought it forward earlier, to be a pre- ing to be informed as to the rc<isons for 
judging of a case pending in the courts of requesting the atUmdance of earl St. Vin- 
tbe sister kingdom. Thatcasehad been do- cent to be examined as to tlie repairs of the 
cided, and therefore he felt himself at Romney and Sensible, commanded 
liberty to bring forward his measure. The by sir H. Pupliain. — 'Hie attorney-S^neial 
object he had iu view, was simply to enable moved the <n'der of the day, for taking iiu 
a magistrate in Ireland who might exe- to further consideration the report of the 
cute a warrant issued by a magistrate in Stipendiary Curates' bill, when several new 
England, to give the same bad as if the clauses were brought up, and amendments 
warrant had been issued in that country, proposed, which produced a desultory 
, and vice versa. The charge, that he had conversation between the attorney-gene- 
framed the measure of lust session with a ^ral, lofd Porrdiesler, Mr. 1. .H. Browne, 
■view to bring -Mr. justice Jdmson a pri- &c. The bill was then ordered to be 
toner to attend bis trial in this country, printed as amended, and read a third timo 
would fall before a statement of a fact, on Thursday.— The Universities Advowson 
The bill had been prepared by order of the bill was committed. On the motion for 
tecretary of state the preceding session, the receiving of the report,' Mr. Fellowcs 
though, from the advanced, stage of the stated, as his objection to the bill, that it 
session, it had been deferred till last ses* would remove the old men from the uni- 
sion and he had obtained leave iq bring in versities, and consequently allow too much 
the bill some days previous to the coiivic- liberty to the younger. The chancellor of 
tiou of Mr. Cobbett; and it was not till , tlie exchequer said, he hoped, in a future 
some days after, when the original manu- .staged he. should be able to remove any ob- 
scripts hud been given up by Mr. Cobbett, jectipn that migh^ be had to it. Tlie re- 
that Mr. justice Johnson could be con- port was then received, and the bill ordered 
^ sidered as the object of a prosecution, leaya to be read a third time on Friday.— Mr. 
was* given to bring in bill. — Air. Hose brought up the Free ]fori»biH, which 
jfoster obtained leave to bring iu a bill to wasrread a lirst time, and ordered to be read 
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a second time t(>-niorrow.^The Dublin 
Paving bill was read a second time, and 
ordertid to bcj committed on Tbiuada}’.— 

'I he r(»j>ortsof the lri:'h Stamp Duty bill, 
and Mult Duty bill, were severally receiv- 
ed, and the bills otdered to be read a third 
time on 'rhiiriday.— 'I’he Irish Excise 
Ekence bill was committed, and the report 
ordered to be received tO'inorrow.— The 
report of the Paymaster Generars Jlegular 
tion bill was brought up, and the bill order- 
ed to be read a third time on Thui*8day.— 
'I'lie Irish Electiou bill was read a third time 
and passed.— 'riie Post Horse Panning 
Duty bill was read a second lime, and 
ordoied to be committed to*inorrow. — 
Colonel Stanley brought up the report ol’ 
the committee to whom the claims of the 
Duke ot Atholl had been referred, and 
iiiiived that it should be taken into cun> 
bidcrution on Thursday next. A \ ery long 
coiivtrbation took place upon Mr. Curwens 
moving as an amcndnicnt, that it should 
be taken into further conbideration on 
Wedncoday se'nniglit. The hon. g?nt. 
thought that the delay would be necc?ss«ry, 
in Older to enable the house to understand 
the iinporliint points of the case, for which 
purpobc he thought that the papers ought 
to lie printed, land Crlenbervie had no 
objection to tiie printing the papers, but 
thoiiglit that there should be no delay 
in taking the subject into consideration. 
— ’1 he liirther cuiisideralitm ol the report 
was lixed tor Wednesday se’nnight* 

{Impeaciim KN T Of Loiii) Met.vtlle.] 
Mr, Ltiiusitr bi»»iiglil up the report of the 
coinuiiLlee to which certain jmrls of the 
mailer contained in the tenth report of 
tlie coininibsjunerb of naVsd" enquiry bad 
bcMi referred. The report was ordered 
to He on the table. I'lio hon. and learned 
gent, then moved, that the report be 
piinted for the use of the members* On 
the question l3cing put on this motion, 

Mr* W kit bread rose, not for the purpose 
of objecting to the motion for printing the 
report. On the contrary, it appeared to 
him highly necessary that every facility 
fhould be atVorded gentlemen • to- make 
themselves acquainted with the important 
matter of the report. But he took that 
opportunity of giving notice, that on the 
first open day after the reporr should be 
printed, and suOicient time be allowed to 
members to consider its contents, he 
should submit to the house a motion for 
the impeachment of lord Melville; and 
also mo\e certain resolutions, expressive 


ofhisopinfdtk of the conduct of theeban- 
cellor of the' exchequer, with respett to 
certain transactions which had been 
ferred to the consideration of the com«w ^ 
mittee. The hon. gent* added, that, coin 
sidering the advanced period of the sessioD^ 
it might be convenient that he should ea T 
nearly as may Vje, fix the day for the do* 
cu&siun, at least on his first motion. He 
believed the report might be printed and 
ready for delivery on Thursday next, and 
if s#?. he supposed Uiat Thursday se^nnight 
would not be thought too early a day for 
bringing forward bis motion. 

[ [Lancastex Justices’ Bill.] The 
; order of the day being read, for the third 
reading of the bill to empower the justices 
^of the peace within the division or hun* 
dred of Salford, in the county palatine of 
Lancaster, to raise a salary to be paid to 
the chairman of the quarter sessions foi 
the said liundred, 

Mr. Shaw Lefevre rose to oppose the 
motion. He said it was a bill of the most 
mischievous kind that had been before the 
house for some time. NoUiing was so 
material as that the business of the chair* 
man of tlie Sessions should be carried on 
without fee or reward. Nothing but tlm 
strongest necessity could sanction such a 
proceeding, and he was at a loss to know 
where the ])re8ent necessity rested. The 
public business had been carried on very 
well hitherto, without any reward or salary. 
Admitting tlie necessity of the measure, 
the mode adopted for raising the salary 
was extremely exceptionable and unjust. 

It was desirable that the third reading of 
the bill should be postponed at least this 
session ; he should therefore move, that it 
be read a lliird time this day three months.’’ 

Mr. fluvit said, he on a former 
occas^ion, given his entire approbation to 
the bill. He had no apprehensions like 
those of the bon. gent, wlio spoke lasu 
As the whole town and district had peti- 
tioned parliament, it was their duty to 
comply witl) the petition. In Ireland every 
chairman of a court of justice received a 
salary ; no inconvenience had arisen from 
it. but it met with the hearty approbation 
of the people in the several districts.^ 

Sir Hobtrt PeeU considered the bill 
absolutely necessary for such a mapiufac* 
luring district as that of Manchester, where 
a very attentive police was necessary. 

Sir Robert Button acquiesced, on the 
ground of its local necessity, although he 
could not agree to its principle. 
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The Cl/ahcetlor of the ExcKequer con- 
cluded the conversation by observing, that 
the necessity of the bill was not only evi- 
dent from the testimony of the gentlemen 
best acquainted with that part of the 
country, but from tlie circumstance of the 
petition being signed by all the inagiatraies, 
pnd by tl)e petitioners being willing to 
take upon themselves the ex pence of pay- 
ing these magistrates.— The house then 
divided ; for the third reading 1 15 ; 
against it ; majority for the bill 92 . — 
l*he bill was then read a third time, and 


House OF LORDS. 

Tttesdaj/j May 28. 

[Minutes.] Their lordships proceed- 
ed further in the appeal Rowe v. Power. 
Serjeant Shepherd was heard in reply, after 
which some questions relative to the cause 
were ordered to be referred to the judges 
for their opinion.— Colonel Stanley, and 
aeverai other members of the house of 
commons, brought up the Salford Jubtices' 
bil]| the Irish Election bill, and several 
private bills, which were read a first tune. 
—The Wine Dutybill, the Naval Coni- 
‘ missioners* Renewal bill, and the Military 
ComrnissioneiV bill, were read a tiiird time 
and passed. The Irish Licence bill passed 
through a committee, and was reported, — 
On the occasion of llie third reading of the 
Wine Duty bill, llie earl of Suffolk took 
occasion to repeat his opinion, that the 
same indulgence, with respect to the re- 
mission of the duties upon wine, which 
tbe ofiiccrs of the navy enjoyed, should be 
extended to those of the army ; they uen. 
as^weil entitled to such a favour ; and the 
Ipss, in point of revenue, to the govern- 
ment, would bo comparatively small. — 
Lord Glenbervie, and several other mem- 
bers of ibc bouse of commons, brought up 
a message, desiring their lordships would 
permit the aUendance of lord viscount 
V J^moutb, tbe earls of Buckinghamshire, 
and St. Vincent, to give evidence before 
the select conmiittee of the bouse of coin- 
pinions, appointed to consider the Uth re- 
port of the commissioners of naval en- 
quiry. I’hey wore informed that tbe 
hbuse would setKi an answer by messen- 
gers of its own. 'Tjurd viscount Sidmoutb, 
and the earl of Buckinghamshire stated 
that they had..no objection to attend.— 
'A long eoRversatioo arose on the subject 
'of the JPaiiorus Poof bdL ')'hc cominital 
of bill stood tor Thursday next; but 
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lord SuOplk wished that order might be 
discharged, and another made oul for a 
more distant day. This suggestion was ob- 
jected to by the earl of Westmorland, the 
bishop of Asaph, lord Auckland, and 
some other noble poeis; when it was pro- 
posed by tbe cari of Westmorland, that 
the bill be committed on Friday next. — 
The bishop of Si, Asaph gave notice, that 
on Tl^ursday he shoukl submit a motion 
to tbiif house, which, if acceded to, mu^t 
prove fatal to the bill. 

[West India Bills.] The Earl of Suh 
folk iMex\ to their lordships' recollection, 
the motion, which, about two months sinci', 
he brought forward, for tho pH’dnclmn of 
an account of llic bills rlrav ii fnan the 
West India inlands, upon the lii usury, ir 
which their loidsliijja then a;, and the 
iioble secretary, now in I licluul 

no objection tc lliosc ai M.nnt?; however, 
they had not yet lyei’ d, anil hr 

greatly wislied them to Ur bne'.Jii forward 
before iho end ot the sc Hon, To r.bviate 
the objections on tli ^corc of niconvu' 
nience, which were made on ii lonmu' 
evening, he would nowmoM: an .uldn:s‘i to 
his majesty, that there be laid b' lbie llic 
house “ an account of all sniir^ drawn fioni 
the Wt^bt India isl.uii' upon the treasiiiy, 
amounting 1/H)i)l.iind u)>waids, from 
the 1st day ol Dcceinbe’*, 179'^, to the 1st 
of J December, l.SOl, pecif^ing the dates, 
times of payment, tVe,’' 

Lord //ffc AojAwry obbcvycd, tlial the pre- 
sent was, ill point of fact, a part of tlie 
motion tonnojly made by the noldc c.irl, 
to which, as far as respected I* object of 
it, he liad no objection. However, the 
nnpossibiluy of being able to make out 
accounts of so voluminous a nature as 
thdse called for, within the lime cl.apscd, 
should be considoreil. If the noble earl 
would expressly .state what particular point 
he wished to be informed upon, wliai par- 
ticular circumstance he wished to be ex- 
])lained, be would endeavour to procure it, 
and such should be produced in the shortest 
possible time. 'Pbe same objections, on 
the score of incovenience or impractica- 
bility, applied to the second motion, nearly 
os much as to the lirst. 'I'he number of 
sums which it would embrace, the consi- 
derable trme which it must unavoidably 
take up, tho number of clerks selected, as 
the most conversant in such businesses, who 
most be employed, and taken aw'ay from 
important avocations, were points worthy 
of serious consideration ; so much so. that 
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unless some specific point were* more ex- 
pressly adverted to, he should feel it his 
duty ratiier to resist the present Qiotion. 
It would be better, upon the whole, con- 
sidering the business was in such a train 
of proceeding, that the original motion 
should be followed up. 

I'he Karl of Suffolk disclaimed any in- 
ti ut ion or disposition of treating unnetes- 
Silly trouble to any department of govcni- 
iiient. He had sat in parliament |»earlyi 
iv.( iity-live years, and this was only the 
second time he had moved for any papers. 
Ills lii’at ni tion was made about three 
yciu s ago, the object of which was to lay 
before tlic house an account of the pro- 
diKo of i>c sale of old naval stores in 
1/ji Mt llnui The rnotiou was then ac- 
• fded to. but tlu accounts had never yet 
bci’u pioilu* « *. Me should repeat that mo- 
tion tins n. he should first advert 

f<» li'o upon V’ h.f ' he grounded 

p'.Mpri. ij. ,o jc. >‘ hty of ‘ho motion 
!.'• b< lo c »v). li appeared to him 

(o 'h. t'd la, h;iri ir , n* the Iv'^t authority) 

'bill iiiucli i.hu ! i.‘t- d lu tnc manner in 

'•.huh bilh t.oui the \V”est Indies on the 
i.iW ujy )Mi(L in roof of the ex- 

isleiu c of that abuse, h( could cite the au- 
tljoiiU ot the pr •lupal West India mer- 
cliantf, III this coui. ■ y, or 'veii bring them 
to rfic bar of tiui houix' sl'juld su<*h be 
tlnui lord^liips’ p! asutc, to corroborate 
and suhsi-inliiite hu a-it-ertions n^sprctiiig 
the iibuj-e litt ailudia.1 t .. IJc wiadd mov 
conlcul Inniiclf with ad'Jnciiig on* Ul^ta^u n 
iroiij cl groat iiutuiuu* id' (iiii^as. :ii v inch 
it West i ■ 'la lunrchant field hills of that 
Uuid on ti! IreaMir\ ; t!i^-y ’''cre drawn at 
t)l diivi', and '\lien tli**y l^ei aine due, he 
jircsenicd iheu* for paynieui. luhtead of re- 
ciMving the • ash ii? lie expected, accommo- 
diitioii bilip ucre oH\ ied at 61 days fur- 
ther, bcii'i.'.g an intcrer>r of 51. percent. 
This w.is '.nderstuod to he tlie usual practice, 
but Die n.c. •:h.tn£ whom he bad in his eye, 
pleaded fj.o n. cessity he was under of 
paying vtri iieavv hills that pressed upon 
him, nnd tlu.. h*' could not keep up his 
credit, unh.'.L hia ju&i demand on the trea- 
suiy w.is punctually paid. The 5l, per 
cent. Hit' ' mid be of little moment to 
him unu'. i mi. h circumstances; he might, 
therefore, pt ivid in pereuiptorilv itisiii^ing 
onuimi' iiiue uiiymeui, otherwise ho should 
be iiudvT the i.ciX'S' ity of protesting the 
bilh. Tho hf /*-ury at first demurred; 
but thi* i.nnehgof the inerchant's 
re- u ; . ^.ve Lim an order fur the 


money. It was unuecessury to comment 
upon such ati fibuse. The individual suf- 
fered the inconvenience of the first in*' 
stance ; and the public were ne.xt saddled 
with the additional burthen of the 5 per 
cent, interest for the additional 6 1 days*... 

lAi^rd IJawkeslturyex\vcefiSQd himself who t 
ly unacquainted with the transactions al"* 
hided to by the noble earl ; besides, it re^ 
ferred to a department difierent from that 
over which he had the honour to preside. 
He then made some remarks, foiloWing 
up the observations be bad already cnade^ 
respecting the propriety of sufieriug the 
former motion to stand. 

l*he Karl of Suffolk ^ took the opporto* 
nity to advert to the circumstance of no ^ 
etfectuai attention having been paid to 
his motion, for an account of the proceeds 
of the old naval stores, which be made 
two years ago, and which was then ordered 
by the house ; that was the second titxie 
he had ever moved for papers, though he 
had twenty-three years the honour ol be- 
ing a member of that house. His late mo- 
tion on this subjeiSt was withdrawn, ia 
consequence of a mistake he had made in 
the year. His lordship concluded by mov- , 
ing, “ for a return of the proceeds of the 
old naval stores, from the 1st of Decem- 
ber, 1803, to the 1st of December 1804-'^ 

'Fhe Marquis of SUgo^ with reference to 
what had been said relative to the West 
India bill$, observed, that these bills were 
;iencridly at 91 days. — After a few observa- 
tions from lord Hawkesbury, the noble 
earl withdrew his second motion, and per- 
mitted tho first to remain as it originally 
sU)od. — 'J'he earl of Sufi'olk then moved 
for the account of the produce of the sale 
of old naval stores, but limited the pe- 
riod from the first of December 1802, till 
the first of December, 1804, which was 
agrcx-'d to. 

[Conduct of Judge Fox.] The Lord 
Chancellor rose, pursuant to notice, to sub- 
mit a motion to their lordships respecting 
the place and manner in which Mr. Justice 
Fox should be allowed to attend the' dis- 
cussion on matters that concerned hioi, 
or even enter upon his defence and justi- 
fication, should that learned geptlei^aao 
deem it fit and expedient so to do. Ii|e 
bad taken much pains to enquire into .pre- 
cedents to regulate what he should pro<« 
pose on the present occasion ; but he could 
not meet with one that appeared to hiifi to 
be exactly in point. Much difficalty arose 
in his mind from t^e maune^ip which the 
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^ spiritual peers from Ireland were summon* 
ed to attend parliament. There vras also 
a case of the attendance of Scotch judges, 
Vfho were called npon by the house in the 
year 1763, to deliver their opinion upon 
certain points to the house. The Sc^cb 
judges at that time did not stand in the 
same predicament as the learned gentle* 
intin now concerned, and therefore their 
case could not apply to the present. He 
fek imich for the situation of the learned 
judge, and he was convinced that eveiy 
possible mark of respect and regard should 
he paid to him hy the house. But from the 
precedents which be had consulted, he was, 
directed to think, that the learned gent, 
could not tfrell sit on such an occasion tut 
the body of that house, but that a chair 
should be prepared for him below the bar,, 
and that e\'ery proper instruction should 
be given by tbe learned lord who sat on 
tbe woolsack, or the noble lord who pre* 
sided art the tabic in committees of the 
bouse, that the learned gent, should expe- 
rience every possible mark and indication 
of respect which llfl house could afibrd 
his appearance, below the bar. It was in 
his opinion to be left to the option of that 
learned person., whether or not he should 
attend in his judicial robes, or not. The 
learned lord, after further elucidations of 
the case, concluded with a motion for the 
' appearance of the learned gentleman in a 
chair below the bar* 

Lord Auckland differed somewhat in opi- 
vton from tlie learned lord, and conceived 
it to be in, the spirit of the act of union, 
that the learned judges of Ireland shouhJ 
be treated us the judges of tliis couutiy, 
who attended as peers in that house. 

Lord Carleton rose to a<ldress their lord- 
ships upon the subject. He delivered him- 
self in a low tone of voice. With respect 
to the learned judge, to whom their lord- 
'ihips’ present deliberations reforred, he had 
obviously no particular interest in the ques- 
tion, farther than he was anxious for the 
'preservation of his own dtgni^', and that 
of bis judicial character. He called their 
lordships’ attention to the provisions and 
effect of tl)e act of settlement, under which 
tbe|>ower8 of the parliament, with respect 
lo h|s majes^'s j udges, were deri ved • He 
wasproceedfogtoexpatiategUpOD this topic, 
when his lordship was attacked by a 8ud« 
den illness, and was obliged to decline 
apeaking^ He sat down, and immediately 
fell backwards on his seat. The debate 
Isod^boimoss of the house were immediately 

• ' ' ♦ . I 
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[sitspendcd. He was paid every attention 
by most of their lordships present; tiiul 
j when tlie noble viscount had somewhat re- 
covered, 

The I/ird Chmrelfor, neatly and feel- 
i»gly adverting to the unfortunate circum- 
stance which had just taken place, said lie 
should, under the pressure of the event, 
move, that the committee on the case of 
Mr.^JiiSlice Fox be adjourned from Thurs- 
day, <^11 the following day ; and the pre- 
sent debate, he w'ould beg leave to move, 
should be sidjourned till Thursday. These 
propositions seefning to meet tl»c cordial 
assent of their lordships, were forthwith 
ordered accordingly. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday^ May 2S. 

[MixutAs.] Mr. Brooke brought in a 
bill lor the better regulation of the Woollen 
Manul'aciurc; which was read a first time, 
ordered to be printed, and n ad a second 
time on Thursday se’nuight. — On the nK»- 
tkm of lord Glcnbervie, a message was 
ordered to be sent to Uie lords, request ii»g 
their lordships would give leave to the earl 
of Buckinghamshire, the earl of St. Vmcenl, 
and lord viscount Sidmouth, to attend the 
Select Committee on the Eleventh Report 
of the Cornmission(?r6 of Naval Enquiry, 
for the purpose of being examined. — Mr. 
Glover, from the commissioners of the 
customs, presented, an account of the quan- 
tity of Com imported into the port of Lon- 
don, pursuant to an order of the house. 
— Mr. P, Moore gave notice, that on'l'hurs- 
day next he would mbve* that the petition 
which he presented in March last from the 
Calico Printers, be taken into considera. 
tion, — On the motion of Mr. Vansittart, 
the house went into a committee to consi- 
der of the propriety of enabling tbe lord- 
lieut< lant of Ireland to grant a certain 
sum out of the consolidated fund for tlie 
purpose of paving the city of Dublin. In 
tbe committee the sum of ^0,0001. was the 
sum voted as necessary. The house being 
resumed, the report was ordered to be re- 
ceived on Thursday next.— The report of 
the committee on the Expiring Laws was 
ordered to be referred to a committee of 
the whole house on Thursday next.— The 
Free^Port bill was. read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed on Thursday.— 
Tlie house went into a committee to con- 
sider of the act imposing a duty on Wool- 
lens exported to the East Indies.— On the 
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motion of Mr. Ro&e, who observed, that gent, who now filled the chair of the house of 
the duty operated very injuriously to our commons, was accrehiry in Ireland, he had 
woollen manufacture, the corninittee rume proposed several regulations iu the ollicesof 
to a resolution that, in their opinion, the the revenue, which had they been acted 
duty should cease. The report was order- upon would, he w'lis convinced, have, pro-* 
cd to be received on Thursday.— Mr. Rose duced the happiest effect ; but the increase 
j;ave notice, that ou Thursday next, lie of commissioners was not one of those ^ 
should move, that the house go into a com- measures ; and had that increase been tte-* . 
mittee on the act relative to the Southern cessary, it would scarcely have escaped the 
Whale l-'i!»liery. — Mr. Vaiisittart obtained discernment of that right hon. gent. On 
leave to bring in a bill for tlK; more^ffcc- all these accounts he should move> that 
tual adniiiiistratioii c/f the otlicc of Justice the chairman do leave the chair, 
of the Peace, and the prevention of Felo- Mr, Fttsiet replied to the observations of 
jiies, within tlic district of IXublin.— Sir the hon, gcht. so far from the measure be- 
(J. Hill moved, that there be laid before ing merely^expedient, it was absolutely ne- 
tho house an account of the damage done ccssary for the proper collection of the re- 
to the house of the bishop of Derry, by venue; and the expence would be amply 
tijc occupation of the king’s troops in repaid by the increase of revenue that must 
1 7 <K) ; and also of the sums agreed to be follow ; tJiongh the bill would create an 
I>aid to the bishop as a compensation by apparent additional expCuce of iOOOl. a 
the Irish government; but on the sugges- year to each commissioner, yet the effect 
tion of M r. Vansittart, who, after paying of t he expected to be an increase of from 
a high compliment to the right rev. pro- 40 to 50,0001. annually irt the revenue of. 
late, observed, that a negotiation on the the customs. In the. reign of 

point was now pending;' %nd that he had Charles II. the uatV|||HF commission 
reason to believe before next session it was hxed at tha( it now stands, 

would be suHiciently matured to be sub- seven for the customli^kl five for the ex- 
miUtd to the consideration of the house, cise; aiid could it be said, that the ad- 
tlui hon. bart. withdrew his motion. — Lord dition of two to the last-mentioned de- 
(Jlenbervie informed the house, that the partment was an Enormous addition ? He 
Joi’ds on receiving the message, requesting denied that he had been obliged to have 
flic attendance oi tJirce noble lords before recourse to a renetval of the hearth tax. ' 
a committee of the house of commons, had 'I'his insinuation had, he knew, been thrown 
stated ihcir intention of returning an an- out in Ireland, for the purpose of exciting 
swerbya messenger of their own.— The the lower orders to discontent ; but it was 
rci'.ort of the committee on the Irish Li- unfounded.— After a few words from Mr. 
ccnr.c bill was brouglit ni) and agreed to, Fitzgerald, and some observations by sir 
and the bill ordcrcd'lo be read a third time J* Newport and Mr. Orinsby in favour of 
to-morrow. ‘ the bill, and by M t Latouche against the 

[Iri-sii Customs IIkgulatton bill, Mr. Fitzgerald’s motion was put and 

Tlie house went into a committee on the negatived, Tlie bilP passed through the 
Irish Kxcise and Custom-house OfficeiV comniiUee, and the report was ordered to 
bill. bo received on Thursday. 

Mr. Fitzgerald opposed it on the ground [Impeachment of Loud Melville.] ^ 
tliat the bill created an additional and uiu Mr. Fobert JJmda» (son of lord Melville), ' 
necessary expcuce, at a time when cver>’ adverting to the notice given yesterday 
such expellee ought caut'musly to be avoid- evening, by an hon. gent, not now in bis 
td. It increased patronage. Though a place tiMr.' Whitbread), of a motion for 
commissioner could ijiot himself sit in j>ar- an impeachment of lord 'Melville, intima- \ 
harnent, his father, hi« son, or his brother, led, tlwl in the event of lord Melv^Ie’s 
was eligible. At a period like the present,* wishing to be heard in person-before the 
when the means of taxation were so ex- house in justification of his conduct (which ' ' 
hausted, that the right hop. the chancellor wish ho had no doubt he would express), • ; 
of the excheciuer for Ireland had been un- he should, on the same day, submit a mo- 
dor the necessity of recurring to the hearth tioii to the house, that lord Melv*ille be al-‘^ 
money, a tax that had been formerly re- lowed, so to be heard, 
pealed by the Irish parliament, it became^ [NfaVAL Asvtu.M.J Sir Jokn Bi^rhsc^^ 
doubly expedient to guard against a waste fFarren presented a petition from the go 
of the public money. When the right hon. vernots, fifc. of the Naval Asylum, 
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ing for the aid of parliament to carry 
into effect the purposes of the iu^titution. 
The petition was brought up, and read ; 
setting forth, *•* that the, petitioners have ob- 
served and deplored, that in this nation no 
provision whatever was made for the or- 
phans of those brave men whose lives have 
■been devoted on board ofhis majesty's royal 
navy-, to the defence of his empire, and 
therefore undertook to form an asylum 
for the reception of such orphans, aided 
by the munificence of the royal family,, 
and by the liberality of the public, wlwfrcto 
not only the brave defenders of their coun- 
try* may look for the future support and 
protection of their orphans, but wherein 
orphans of like description are now reared 
by the petitioners fur the service of their 
king and country ; and that, in order to I 
carry their ohjecls into full effect, the j)C- 
titioners do humbly potftion parliament for 
public aid; and, in conformity with their 
former exertions, they trust,, that by their 
application of anyj|^0t riow made to them, 
the present libef||B||j9f govenunent will 
prove future cccflpP'tb ttie nation ; and 
that, with respect w the sum requisite for 
the purchase of ground and the erection 
of buildings fur the asylum, the coiirniittec 
repose on the geucrosRy of parliament, 
while they beg leave to point out two pre- 
cedents; the one is a grant, during the 
space uf liftcen years, from 1750* to 1771 
inclusive, of .'i3,000h per annum, on an 
.average, to the Foundling Hospital; the 
other is a. grunt, last year, of 35,4(101. after 

, preceding annual grants to a much larger 
•Amount, to the military asylum at Chelsea; 
and the pelilioncrshope albo, that the par- 
liament will, as in the case of the Found- 
Kng Hospital, be plba^ed to rt?nder the 
asylum and \lfi limits free from all parlia- 
mentary and parochial dues and rates, cx^ 
pept those already imposed thereon, and 
from ail pHj’Oclual jurisdiction whatever, 
civil and eccle^iusli^:ul•*’ 

Hr. Fknrpoint seconded tlj^^ motion, 
iBfid expressed his full persuasion, that the 
Itpuse and the country at large would l>e 
obeifrftdly disposed to concur in granting 
liberal aid to an itistitution, the objl^ct of 
which was fo protwt the orplians of those 
galliiiit seatnen who had bravely fallen in 
the defence ilf their country, 

Mr. fVilbcifyrce too supported the peti* 
tion, and heartily approved its oldect; 

' lk)pin^ the house would institute a fufl en- 
quiry into the subjec:t, and extend its pro- 
|o the orphans of olheers in the same 

v-e 


manner as in the military asylum at Chel- 
sea, — The petition was referred to a com- 
mittee. 

[State of the Army.] Colonel Craw- 
fiird rose to ask the right hon. the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, whether, in the 
course of the present sessioiv it was his 
intention to bring forward any measure 
for the more effectually increasing the dis- 
posable force of the country ; a measure 
which he conceived of tlie utmost impor- 
tance, and without which it would be im« 
possible for ds to extricate ourselves with 
honour or advantage from the war in which 
wd were engaged. t 

'Ihc Chmcdlor ^f/nf£rc/ic//W(rr answered, 
that not having the hon. member of 
late in the house, ho conceived it proba- 
ble that lie might not be aware of the mea- 
sures already adopted for that purpose ; one 
of w*hich was the bill for allowing soldiers 
from the militia to volunteer into the line, 
a measure which he had now the satisfao 
.tk>n to suy had been productive of very 
successful con sei^Wnces to* the general ser- 
vice, so far as it had gone in this country, 
and which he understood, though he had 
as yet seen no actual return, had been very 
8Ucct5ssful also in Ireland. 

Colonel Craufitrd replied, that although 
he was prevented from attending his duty 
in parliament, he was not entirely ig- 
norant of the measures adopted. That to 
which the right hon. gent, alluded, was one 
which he had himself last year strenuously 
recommended, and now so biglily approv- 
ed ; but he begged leave to remind the 
right hon, gent, that it was but a temporary 
expedient to incrouS'C the line for the pic-, 
sent, and that some effectual provision fur 
a permanent supply to the service was ab- 
solutely necessary. Uiit as the right hon» 
gent, seemed to have no particular mea- 
sure ill contemplalion for that purpose, he 
bhou' ! himself, at no very distant day, bring 
forward Si motion on that subject. • 

[Pri;?P Aoesxy Bn The order of 
the day fur the house to take into further 
consideration the report on the Prize Re- 
'^uhiifOn bill having been read, sir W. Scott 
moved, that the bill be re-committed. 

Sir C/iarhs Fok objected to the bill -al- 
together, as being the very reverse, in fact, 
of that which it-purported to be, namely, 
a bill for tlic encouragement of British sou- 
men; it was rather a bill for the encou- 
ragement of Doctors^ Commons, and for 
the discouragement of seamen, and which, 
he Was convinced; instead of doing any 
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good, would bo productive of (Considerable Mr. Jam^ thanked the bon. ad- 

iiiiscliicf. It was a bill to give certain niiral for having made the observationtff 
judges Jialaries of 40001. a year, aiid lOOOl. which he had Uieii delivered, and believed 
a year upon their retirement from otKce, by that his sentiinfPiits were tliose of the public, 
way of pension. It was a bill to institute The Advwate'-Gcneral (feir John Nicholl)' 
ati expensive establishment, the expenccs vindicated ih^/ bill, which he said was, iu' * 
of which were to be defrayed by iliemaiin- most of its clauses, a transcript of the last ^ 
ed and wounded seamen in Greenwich. Prize Cause bill; and the same in principle 
Ilospital. It took no notice of proctors with every prize' cause bill that had been 
in the prize courts, their conduct,' or any passed . for the last centiiry. Hie assertion^ . 
limitation of their fees or costs ; nor did- of the bon. adftiirul, with respect to defray- • 
it go to relieve the pri^re captors from die |ing of tlie expences of any institution, by 
evils under which they laboured, through oh the worn-out seamen of Green-* 

the delays occasioned by having their causes; 'wich Hospital, were unfounded^ otherwise 
in the hands of a single proctor, so crowded than in the assertion of the hbn. admiral; 
witli business, and so interested in delays and with respect to restricting the cTaimUtit 
as to cause the sailors infinite expence and to the eiuployinent of the king^sproCtor, it 
vexation, and especially when, ns was the could not be changed without violating the 
cu-^itom, the proctor employed sold his bii- prerogative of his mtijesty, who tms^tip- 
siness to another, and t^t person to a point^ that proctor. The gentleman noW ^ 
third. Sometimes the pi’ofits of the bust- in that olHce, did not purchase his sitiia- 
iioss were sold in anticipation, as was the tion, bdt was regularly appointed aftfer the 
case of Mr. Heseltinc, who sold the anti- death of bis predecessor, and he believed 
cipaled jirofiis of his busiiiess to his clerk no man ever acqnittedjbe duties of his si- 
for 50001. The hon. admiral went into a tdiitimi with mdre honiw fidelity. With 
Miitcrriciit to shew that the number of respitet to the ddays ymich occurred tO tho' ' 
cimses tried in the admiralty court, within captors iu obtaining possession of prizes, 
the nine years ending iu 1801, were no the lion, admiral must know, that all right 
less than 4000, beside appeal cases; and of prizes was ip the crown, and that none 
that in one year there were 720, of which Could be given to the captors uiitiljurfg- 
5()0 wore contested. The chief hardship, mentvirasfinallyproPoiinc'edin Iheirfavour. ‘ 
therefore, was, that the seamen who \vere' It "was frequently a fortunate thing for that , * 
suitors in that court, were confined to a country, that decisions were not too fa- 
single proctor, and he could see no reason pidly made, as many questions of great de- 
wliy they might not, like every other class licacy, involving the rights of other nations, 
of suitors in other courts, chuse their own. and their amicable intercourse with this, 
Upon the whole, he was convinced that the were implicated in those questions, and 
wjumen, whom fl was professed to encou- therefore they required the most cautious 
rage, who should read the bill, would con- anddeliberateproceedlhgs. Thehon. merh-S 
coive it to be, what it really wa^, a mock- ber enforced the propriety of tlie present" 
ery of their hopes. It w'bnld rather tend arrangement, respecting the king's proc- 
to promote, than 'prevent the desertion of tor, by a variety of illustrations. Foreign 
seamen and petty officers. He was sorry ministers frequently interfered respecting % 
to say fiorn experience, that this brave class captures,^ and government might fi*el it ad- 
of men were neglected, but it was the truth, viseabie, on igcli representations, to take 
He respected the talents and character of soims ste^ which it would be very incon- 
therighthon. andlearned gent, who brought venient to attain, if they were to be com - 
it in, but he could not change hi.s opinion pHled to run about to a number of dif-. 
of the measure. Another point he had to ferent proctors, chesOn by the captors, lie- 
observe upon was, that the pri;s^e shares sides as to tlie ailedged abuse, the king's 
coming to his majesty’s land forces, had not proctor could not charge a farthing more 
been accounted for in any document that than any othe^ niaii in the profession. . 
he could find, either during the last or pre** He quite independent of the agentsy 
sent war. Hie account surely ought to be and that ^as for the benefit of the cap- 
forthcoming somewhere, and the inopey torsi An alteration of the present sys- 
approiJTiated to an hospital, or other pub- fern would 'be a change, but not an im- 
lic institution, if there' were no clumarlts. provemeiit. As for the five thousand 
Ho concluded by voting against tlie recom- pounds a year, was that all profit to the 
mitment of the bill, kii^Vprocto't f A great part of a proctor’s 
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bill must bemadd up of money laW out, and much as they might. The board, or what- 
perhaps only a fifth part of it was profit, ever it was called, at Greenwich Hospital, 
The hon. and learned rucEiiber then proceed- he thought objectionable. Greenwich 
cd to condemn a hasty mod^ of censuring Hospital was a great naval asylum, and it 
persons in public stations. The proctor’s was highly necessary to preserve regularity 
bill might be taxed by the register, and if within it. He could not, therefore, np- 
that did not satisfy him, he could go to the prove of setting up a sort of prize-olFice on 
judge of the court. The expences of the such a plan, to which after a peace, the 
causes arose out of the nature of the thing, blessings of which we might he permitted 
Adjudication must be had. Evidence must 'to look to, four or five thousand seamen 
be taken in a general way, by a long set might resort in one day, and occasion a 
of standing interrogatories at the out^ports, great deal of inconvenience. Every body 
and translations of diflerent foreign lan« must know in what numbers the sailors 
guages skilfully and precisely taken, and came to town after tjie conclusion of the 
hence a great ex|ience must necessarily be last pence. Now*, might not such number 
incurred* It was necessary for the justice of persons going to the prize-oflice in the 
and the Imnour of the country. With respect hospital, have a vciy bad eifect on tlie 
to limits, it must depend on circum- wholesome regularity of that establihli- 
stances, under the control indeed of the meat? For this reason he disapproved of 
judge. There was no ground whatever for that situation for such a purpotc?. He 
the various imputations and crimtiiatious likewise thoughl^hat the treasurer of the 
that were attempted against the body of navy and governor of Greenwich hospital 
proctors. Who could limit llie charges of ought not to have the po\v<*r of paying ac- 
suits in Westmhisfer-Hall, or of business cording to their own direction. He had 
in parliament? Tl||| constitution ami the no oUier motive nor object in what he 
administration of tne court in Doctors'- now troubled the house, except the public 
Commons w*ere excellent. Every possible good. Concerning the king s proctor, it 
proper means were taken for the ends of was a delicate subject; but he was sure 
Justice, l^ie captor had a complete power that some regulations on this head were 
to compel his agent; and as captors were much desired by the navy. He thought 
sometimes indiscreet, a power was also ‘also that the agents were not suflicioiitly 
given to Grecnwicli Hospital to call upon noticed. He considered the bill I'avoiir- 
tbe agent. He did not know a more per- able ; and if it was passed, he thought that, 
feet system. This bill was vet*j' far pre- in a little time, circumstances wouKl ai,’cur 
ferable to that of lust year, both fur its to reikder it ])rudent for those who had 
particular legislative merits and for Us brought it in, to alter those puits which he 
economy. now thought were objectionable. He must 

Sir C//tfr/r,^Po/c explained, that he meunt say, Uiaton such a subjeeft as this, ho did 
no personal reflectum on the present king’o not think it possible to pring in a peiiect 
proctor, but objected to the oflice itself as bill. 

centering in one person. Sir jr. Scolt thanked the hon, admiral 

Sir ,/. B, Warren y in a very low tone of for tlie candid and liberal manner in which 
voice, made a few observations in favour he had expressed himself when he stated 
of the bill. hisr ot))cctions; but still he tliought that 

Admiral Markham said, he did not rise bo tit nis' objections, and those of the other 
to oppose the bill, as he thought it ecu- hon. inembiLU*, were rather reasons for going 
tained some very good clauses^ but in other into a committee, than oijijections to the 
parts he felt persuaded that it would not bill. He hoped to hear th(j hon. member 
‘answer the purpose intended* Aa for the (sir C. Pole) adopt the exposition of his 
stale of our seamen, he was not one of tliosc seiilimeiits respecting the treatment of 
who. thought that they were, or that they sailors made by the hoii. admiral, and 
* hud been neglected. On ihe^cotitraiy^ he retract the censure he had pronounced 
• believed that there was no class of people upon the legislature, and those who exc- 
; whose intemsts were always more sedulous cuted the laws, in such broad ternrj«. He 
ly uttunded to; and he thought that his could not bring himself to think that the 
hon. friend opposite (sir C. Pole)'Could not inorals of Greenwich hospital would be 
Imean any thing contrary to the gc^neral endangered in the maniil^r the honourable 
t nit'Hiiing of this opinion; but only, that in admiral seemed to fear, by the scainoii 
** this bill they wore not considered quite so going there to receive their pittance* He 
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declared his firm intention of resisting any speedy determination of cases of 
change in the mode of the otiice of king’s He adverted to the number oT unjust d^|* 
proctor, as being extremely d.angerous« It sions of the vice-admiralty courts iu tius 
was a matter only started about two years last war. Of 318 decisions of this kiad^.^ 
ago. He then proceeded to condemn the 259 had been immediately, reversed*' Hfi, 
rellections made on the eburges in the allowed all possible merit, to the diligenoo' 
causes in Doctors’ Commons, and could of the right hon, gentleniiaa opposite (sir 
not think it a fair way. of treating a court W« Scott) by means of which an accu- 
of justice, to get hold of some extravagant mulatiou of appeals, to 1000, beginning at 
bill, without reference to the proper mode the close of the American war, and con^ 
of corrections, and bring it into parliament, stantly inereasiug during the last war, waa 
and make it the foundation of a complaint gradually reduced, and now altogether re- 
against the court of justice, which would moved^ lie represented the great incoa* 
have chastised the person who misconduct- venieuce and expeuce attending this delajr* 
ed himsclf.'*-rlle must speak a little of He adverted to the improvement of this 
himself. If such charges were well found- appeal tribunal by the association of tbe 
ed, tJiere must be a disposition in the judge judges of the courts in Westminster-Hallf 
to resist the correction of abuses* Had he in the time of lord llardwicke. He also 
made a charge, such as the bon. member adverted to the system recommended iu 
(sir C. Pole) had made against him, he these cases by Dr. Paul, lord Mansdeld, air 
should have gone out house with a Dudley Hyder, and sir George I^eigh* Ho 

consciousness of having acne him an injus* thought tlie'adn|inistratioii of the admiral^ 
ticc. ty court ought to be totally separated from 

Admiral Brrie/ry supported the bill, and that of tlie court of appeal. lie moved 
tbouglit it might be rendered more perfect that it be an instruction to the committee 
in a coiuniittoe* He praised very highly to, make provisioq for the better regula- 
thc talents, and services of the lion* and tion and dispatch of the trial of appeals in 
leurnod baronet (sir VV. Scott) ; but main- prize causes. 

tamed that tlie abuses complained of two The Chanctllor of the Exchequer allowed, 
years ago by an hon. admiral actually did it.tvas important, that there should be all 
incontrovertibly exist, and they might exist due dispatch in these cases ; but he did 
again. not think any interposition of the Icgisla- 

Sir C. Pole said, he was by no means ture necessary with a view to that, object, 
disposed to adopt the interpretation which Indeed, the hon. gent, had himself ac- 
hail been put on his words by an hon* ad« knowledged, that the diiliculty that former* 
miral. llis opinion was, that the interests ly stood in the way of the dispatch of these 
of the seamen were not sudiciently attend- causes, had been removed by his right 
cd to; and as that was bis opinion, be hon. friend (sir VV. Scott). The constitu- 
trusted he might be permitted to express it tion of the vice-admiralty courts abroad, 
freely as a member of parliament, without Was also materially amended from what it 
intending to’ say any thing personally of* had been, at the time when, according to 
fetisive or unpleasant to any i^ntleuuin* the statement of the hon. gent, fifteen out 
Dr. Ltiwence approved of the bill, and of sixteen of the decisions of these courts 
bore testimony to the very able manner in were reversed. It was a matter of great dc^ 
which his right hon* and learned friend licacy to, interfere so materially witli a, 
(sir W. iScott) administer^ justice iu the judicature, which was to give satisfaction,^ 
court of admiralty. He ^so defended ^Ue tmt only ' to this country, but to all other 
usual manner in which business was doirefn nations* This delicacy was confirmed by 
those courts, and Instead of thinking that a reference to the association of the judges 
captors had imy thing to complain of, he of the courts in Westminster-llall in the 
thought, on me contrary, that they had decision of appeals, which though un- 
somewhat too great advantages over those doubtedly, as the hon. gentlhman stated, 
who were to defetid the property***!^! he an improvement, was regarded witli much 
question for the re-commitmcnt of the bill jealousy by foreign powers, as an inuova- 
was then put and carried. tion that might lead to some abridgntent*'of 

Mr. Johnstone thought it necessary, be- their rightt^. * There was no necessity for 
fore the speaker should leave the chair, to separaliug the admiralty judicature from 
recommetid an instruction to the commit- that o&- appeals* lUs right hon. friend, 
tcc to make some provision for the more frqm delicacy, never attended on appeals 
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from.hk owt\, 4f.ct«ons. . For liimself he 
did not think thn delicacy necestary, and 
iu the highest tribunal in the empire, it 
was known, that the highest judicial ofheer, 
often with much advantage to justice, 
spoke on judgments given by himself. 

The Judge Advocate accounted tor the 
multitude of appeals in the last war, by 
the circumstance of the Americans being 
then for the first time in' the situation of a 
neutral power, and their carrying on the 
whole colonial trade of France.— pro- 
position was negatived, and house 
went into the committee, in which 

Mr. Rose recommended the propriety of 
having an office where seamen, or their re- 
presentatives, might know their share of all 
prizes, - and the names of the agents. He 
thought' thU office slK)uld be under the 
gpvernment of Greenwich-Hospital . This 
junoposition gave rise to much conversa- 
tion, but the suggestion was generally ap- 
proved of. 

'J^he Ckancdlor of the Exchequer was per- 
fectly sure a generally known office for pri- 
was highly necessary, and be thought it 
would 1)6 more properly situated in Lon- 
don than in Greenwich. Still, however, 
1)0 could not agree that a new board of 
commissioners, with salaries, should be 
apjioitited, when the addition of a few 
clerko to an establishment already in ex- 
istence in the navy office, would be likely 
to attain the end in view. The clause 
stood over till the report. The bill wse 
then gone through. — Adjourned to Thuts- 
day. 


UOUSK OV LORDS. 

Thursday^ May 30 . , 

[ConDOCT 0 ? JuDGK Fox.] The ordcr^ 
of the d%. tor resuming the adjourned 
debate ii|kmi the subject of the form of 
atteudaucc,&c. of Mr. justice Fox, upon tfm- 
jEomiuitUfe of the whole hou(f6, b^tig read. 
Lord Carli'ton rose, and rtiimiited. liip 
observations upon the subject. After re- 
tarring, to some cases' and precedents, he 
observed that, with respect to tlie right of 
issuing writs of wtsistance, upon which &o 
much Stress, iiad been, laid, the uct of umoir 
being silent upon the sul:|ject, regurdahould 
be bad to -what was tlic cotnnK>n> law and 
ciiatoin of the naulm. That of Ireland 
wa8, ^at the judges' were eutitled to?re- 
ceive writs of assistance, whenever tliair 
atlendmicc in the hotuse of lords waa deem- 
ed desirable ; such was akosUie rule and 
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custom of England. The English judges' 
did not attend as imperial judges, but as 
the judges of England; they bad no au- 
thority over Irish cases ; every principle in 
favour of the rights of the English judges 
to receive those writs, obtained equally in 
favour of that of the Irish judges ; the case 
was very ditferent with respect to the Scots 
judges, they had officially no seats in the 
Scots parliament ; but that of Ireland was, 
by the act of union, identifieil and consoli- 
dated with the Uritish parliament, and 
placed on a footing of perfect equality ; in 
corroboration of this, W'As the circum- 
stance, that all the members on the part 
of Ireland were taken from the then exist- 
ing Irish parliament, and not by new elec- 
tions after the union, as was- the case with 
the Scotish members. Under these consi- 
derations, he thought the common law, 
rule, and custoniplf the realm, should be 
resorted to, whftm was in favour of the 
Irish judges receiving writs of assistance, 
who were entitled, in every respect, to be 
^treated exactly in a similar manner with 
those of Kngiund. 

Lord Huuktsbvry entertained the high- 
est respect for every thing that proceeded 
IVom the noble and learned viscount; but 
in the particular case*, he gather diftcred in 
/ipifiion from him. 'Fbe present question 
he took to be, how and in what inaniier, 
Mr. justice Fox was to attend, if he should 
think fit to attend, to defend himself against 
the articles' and charge? It was perfectly 
clear, that no person was admitted into 
the body of that house, except in virtue of 
a writ or summons, of one description or 
auoUiCr. No xyrits, as the law at present 
stood, were -issuable to the Irish judges, 
of course they were not competent to be 
admitted within the house. Until the- 
imiiit' should be decided, they certainly 
were n^K entitled. Under the letter of tlie 
act of uu)on« they were not : but it may 
be a future qmiStim), whether they should 
be^ntitled, -Ijy a special legislative provi- 
sion, The point in question, however, he 
tlknigkt the liouse perfectly competent to 
decide; and the practfcai question was, 
whether, as the law now stood, writs of 
assistance' were issuable to the’ Irish, if 
not, tliey were not entitled by law to come 
into the body of the house. The general 
question may be decided by various modes. 
With respect to the idea of the houses 
being incorporated) it' was true 'that the 
Irish peerage were, by representation, in-* 
corporated with that of Great ilrltaiii ; yet; 
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it did not follow, that every appendage of 
the Irish parliament wus identified with 
those of great Britain, or to be attached to 
the imperial house of lords. Such could 
not be coixsidered as flowing from the 
union. At the same time, he freely ad* 
mitted, that tlie case of the Scotish judges 
could not, by fair analogy, furnish an argu- 
ment against the rights and privileges of 
those of Ireland. 

Tlie Carl of Llmnck concurred in the 
opinion of the noble lord, that the Irish 
judges were not admissible within the 
house, except by virtue of writs of assist- 
ance. However, in the present particular 
case, it should be expressly declared rind 
understood, that the proceeding of an in- 
dividual should not tend to impair, still 
less to cede tliat principle of right, which 
he conceived, by the genuine principles of 
the union, to vest in the judges of Ireland. 
Ill saying this, l>e meant not in tlie least to 
advocate the cause of the learned judge in; 
question, blill less to say any tiling to pro-j 
crastinatc the proceedings; but to express | 
his wish, tlial any act, dictated by the 
judgment or the feelings of an individual, 
should tend to infringe or impair the rights, 
or the dignity of the judges of Ireland. 

The Lot d C/ia?u't'lior said, he was as an- 
xious to uphold the dignity of the judges 
of Ireland as any man in that house, but 
he begged their lordships to recollect that, 
in the preKont case, Mr. justice Tox was 
not called on to attend. 1 le was merely 
at liberty to attend. The fact would de- 
pend upon his choice, which, if it was, 
that he will attend, he hud suggested the 
most respectful mode and place which, 
under the existing law, lie could be allowed. 
>Vith respect to the right of attending with^ 
in the liouse, it seemed univjrsaily ac> 
hnowlcdgcd, that such could not be deiived 
but from a writ of assistance ; and, in re- 
ference to the exisCtMice of such a right in 
the Irish judges, there were various modes 
of proceeding to ascertain its existence, or 
to vesi it, in case it may be hekl not to 
exist. Tor his own part, speaking as an 
individual, when he considered the pro- 
bability of having a number of Irish causes 
to discuss, and when he recollected the i 
torture of hearing such a multiplicity of 
Scots causes, the assistance of the Iridi 
judges, as attendants in that house, would 
be very grateful to him. ^ 

The Earl of Carnarvon argued for the 
propriety of having the rights of the judges, 
or ratbc^‘ of the people of Ireland, decided 
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on in that respect. The hoble earl ^seemed 
of opinion, the riglit did exist, and that 
the people of Ireland should have their^ 
causes decided on, with the assistance Of 
the judges of Ireland. 

Lord S'jtnerton (archbishop of Dublin) 
was of opinion, that by a fair constructiotl 
of the act of union, the Irish judges were 
placed on a perfect equality with'ilioac of 
England. By the third article of the 
union, it was expressly ‘Said, that the two 
legislatures should become one and the 
same parliament. The act made no dif*< 
fcrence with respect to the rights of the 
Irish judges; if they were entitled to rc- 
I ceivc writs of summons before the union, 

I they, not being deprived of that right by 
that act, still continued to enjoy it. All 
the judges of Ireland, as w'cll as Mr. jus- 
tice Fox, were concerned in the present 
case: what distinctions were made by ilte 
act of union in these respects, between the 
judges of England and those of Ireland ? 
If they had the power of issuing those 
writs, they were calked upon in justice 
to act upon it. At any rate, if the house 
decided contrarily to his sense, in the pre^ 
sent instance, he hoimd it vvould be so 
done us not to impair the rights of thd 
judges of Irolfiid. 

'riie Earl of Carlisle considered the 
question as one of considerable importance, 
and it should be thoroughly canvassed and 
solemnly decided upon. 'I'he right might 
be found rather to lie in the parliament of 
Ireland, than in the judges. 'The act of 
union was sileut upon the subject, and th^ 
existence of the right should be ascertain- 
ed, previiius to any proceeding hostile to 
it mking place. 

The Earl of Radnor seemed of opinion, 
the question should be decided upon ; at 
the t.une time, it should be edbsidered, 
that, tiiough by tlie union, the two parlia- 
ments were made the same, the judges were 
not members of tliut parlianient ; through^ 
out the whole act no idea of the kind seem* 
ed to be entertained. 

' Lord Carleion, in explanation, observed, 
that, whatever the decision of the house 
might be with respect to the forms of pro- 
ceeding — whether in his mind suitable to 
the dignity of the judges or not; itvas 
natural to suppose, that the strong interest 
which the learned' Judge must take ii^ Ms 
defence, would urge iTim to come forward' 
therein. In that view of the case, he 
thought the question of right ought to be* 
previously decided* 
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The Marquifi 6f Sligo regretted that such 
a discussion could be deemed nccessar}', 
arrd seemed to deprecate proceedings 
which would go to place even Irish judges 
in a situation where an English judge 
would not be placed ; and to think that a 
decision, as to the right, should be previ> 
cusly made. 

Lord Holland was of opinion the house 
should not come to a hasty decision upon 
tb^ point at issue. He was equally adverse 
to doing that which might be contrary to 
law, on the one hand, or of instituting a 
proceeding which might tend to take away 
the right contended ft>r, on the other. He 
thought the interposition of the pn^vious 
question, as the case then stood, would not 
be an improper inode ; they slu)uld not do 
that hastily whicli might tend to prejudge 
a question of such great and various iin« 
'portancc. 

Lord Auckland thought that a middle 
course might very well be adopted; such 
as should leave the question of right siis- 
pciKled. Ho w’ould, therefore, propose to 
amend the original proposition, by insert- 
ing, after the words, JMr. justice Fox, 

** that not receiving a writ of summons,*' 
Thi? would leave the question open for 
future discussion, by assigning, as a reason, 
that it was in consequence of his nut re- 
ceiving a writ of summons, that the pro- 
posed mode of proceeding was adopted. 

The Lord CJiancel/or thought the amend- 
iii€ut unobjectionable ; at the same time, 
be wished to explain, in answer to what 
had been thrown out by some of their 
lordships, that he had no doubt whatever 
*as>to the existing law, and he was sur- 
prised that, ever since the union, not due 
idea had been suggested of the rights of the 
Irish judges to attend the imperial parlia- 
ment, until this case of Mr. justice Fox 
ccGurrcd. The amendment asserted no 
Jaw, but left the case open to future dis- 
cussion^ or to the application of legislative 
liieasiires with respect to it. 

The Earl of Carnanon did not approve 
of the amendment, it appeared to him of 
an evasive nature, and he thought the at- 
tendance of the learned judge at the bar 
would be a practical decision on the case. 

Lbrd Holland considered the amended 
as worse than the original proposition. 

The Earl ol Catysfort considered tjic. at- 
tendance of the judgos of both countries as 
a right of the united parliament, and of tbc 
subjects of the realm; as a right which 
tlu?y could bv liold as deslilute<i, because 
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it was not spcciiically mentioned in the 
act of union. He seemed to think the pre- 
sent discussion would be better postponed, 
until tlie general question should be de- 
cided. He allowed the amendment would 
still leave the question open, but still he 
bad serious doubts as to the effect of the 
actual proceeding, — After which the ques* 
lion was put on the amended motion ; 
which, in etVrct, was, “ that if Mr. justice 
Fox should think proper to attend tlie 
committee of the whole house, he should, 

‘ not having received a writ of summons/ 
be accommodated with a clmir at the bar." 
On this their lordships divided ; when there 
appeared for the amended motion, 18; 
against it, 10. Majority, 8. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMOVS. 

Thursday^ 30, 

[Mixutes.] Mr Shaw brought up a 
bill for amending the laws relative to bakers 
in Dublin; read a first time, and ordered 
to Lc read a becond lime. — IMr. 1. H. Brown 
presented a second report of tbc committee 
on the Caledonian canal. Onlcred to be 
printed, — The bill for amending the gene- 
ral turnpike act was read a third lime, and 
passed. — The chairman of the commitlcc 
appointed to consider of the* propriety of 
allowing coals to be brought to London by 
the Paddington canal, reported lliat Iho 
pressure of lime did not allow the fom- 
mittcc to give the subject the full consi- 
deration which its importance required. 
The commiltee rcconMuended that :>(i,000 
ton of coals should be allowed to be 
brought by the canal betvyeen this period 
and the 1st of June, 1800', paying th« 
same duty as coals brought coast- wise. It 
was also recommended that a coinniittee 
should be appointed early in the next ses- 
.<^ion for the full and complete investigation • 
of the question. The report was ordered 
to be printed.— Sir C. IVice preseiiled a 
bill for making compensation to persons 
injured by the erection of the London 
docks. Read a first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time. — Mr. P. Moore 
presented a petition from, certain free., 
holders of Middlesex, praying the house to 
iuterposo its authority to procure them 
compensation from the parties in the late 
controverted election for that county, for 
their lo^s^of time in attending as witnesses 
before the committee appointed to try the 
merits of that election. The precedent of 
the c;arli:»le ca?c being lead, the petition 



I4fi5] PARL. DEBATES, May SO, UOS.-^Ca/ico Fri/^er/ JPvt/iion. 


was referred to a committee.— The bill for 
regulating the oflice of paymaster of the 
forces was read a third time and passed. — 
'J'he bill for amendiiig tin? act of last ses- 
sion, lor tiie better pjoseciiliou of lelojis in 
the united king^loiii, was naid a second j 
time, and ordeied to be coniiiiitled to- 
morrow. — Mr. Vansittart brouglit in a bill 
to provide bn* the more en'ectual adnimis- 
Irution <d' the of/iee of justice of tlic peace 
ill Dublin ; and a bill fur amending tlie 
act allowing bounties for supplying certain 
places in the united kingtloin with fish. 
'I'lic obj'HA ol this bill was, t<i allow the lord 
lieutenant ol^ Ireland to appropriale the 
Mjtn allowed for bounties in that country, 
to the iH pair of liiirboiir^. — liotli tlu-''^ billii 
were lead a lirst time, and ordered t<, bo 
n'ad a scc.(tnd time t<j-moriow. — Sir John 
Stuari, as ('(riirniJin iIk; commntei; «)ii 
the ropaiih oi' lire lloinni y, cVc. rt'portcd, 
th.il tli»* lords lia{l, in aiiswiu' to the request 
of tli0 house to p» rmit lire earls t3l Buck- 
inghamsliiju and St. \'ineerit, and Joirl 
Sidinouth, to come and lie < \aniino<l before 
the committee, as to t!i<' proceedings with 
respect to »'!r ilonn* I’npham, desired to 
be into) mod of the grounds of th<‘ request, 
imd liie pnituukii ob)*'Cls of the csasnina- 
tion- I’lie f:lMn<:(‘llor of the exchequer 
thought the matter of iln\ report worthy of 
fonsideratiou, and moved that it should 
betaken into c,onsi<Jcraluui to-rnorrow. — 
Air, Foster brought m a lull for legul.uing 
the collection oi the hearth duty in Ire- 
land. lli'iid a first time, and ordered to 
be rr-ad a second time lo-morrow. — On the 
motion of the chancellor of the exchequer 
the order for the produciion of aecfiuuts of 
niomes invested m tlie funds ni the name 
of the aerouut.ml-general of the court ol 
chancel S’, and t!u; deputy remembrancer of 
the t xehequer, foi the nccoimt of suitors in 
tlu’Si courts, was di -charged, and the ac- 
counts wcie ordered ni the aintMided form 
cd acr-oiinls of unclaimed divideiifl", and 
tliat part of such dividends as stood in the 
names of these officers. — On the motion of 
Mr. Jefferv, alt<3r a few observations from 
admiral Markham, a number of accounts 
relating to the supply of foreign limber to 
tlm navy, wt*re ordered, with a iliseretion 
of omitting liie nainc.s of the }> I aces mid 
persons whence the timber w'as to be ob- 
tained, when the disclosure would be in- 
convenient to the public service. The 
form of this limitation was suggested by 
the chancellor of the exchequer. Several 
accounts relative to the stores of Bntisli 
VoL. V. 


oak timber,, mid the building and repairs 
of ships, were also ordered on the motioti 
of Air. .lotfery,— On the motion of tho 
chancellor of tlie exchequer, the Smug- 
gling Prevention bill passed through a 
coniniittce. Wlien llie house being re- 
sumed, the report was brought up, ordered 
to be printed, for the purpose of being 
taki*n into further consideration this day 
sfif’iiuight, and an ordi r made timt the jic*- 
, titioiiers against the bill he heard by coun* 
iSel against the lull if they think lit, on the 
further consideration of the report.* — Tho 
Irish Stamp Duties lull, Irish Malt bill, 
and the Iii*?!! F.\cise J,,u eiise bill, were rend 
a third time aiul passed. — The Iritsh Dis- 
lillci v liill, the West India Free Ports bill, 
the l*t»st Ilors'* Duty Farming bill, and the 
Auditors of Public Accounts bill, passed 
severally lluongii conimiiiecs, I’o be re- 
pfii led to-intiirow.— Mr. Alexander brought 
up the report of tlie committee on the pro- 
priety or iillovMug the loni lieutenant of 
Ireland to grant the sum of 'J0,O()OL to thtt 
paving board o( Dublin for paving that 
ciiy. The rc'bolalion was agreed to ; and 
il was ordered to1>e an instruction to tha 
committee on tlm pav iug commissioners^ 
bill, to make provision therein pursuant 
thereto. — Mr. Alt^xander brought up the 
leport of the committee for exempting 
w’oolltnis exported to the ivast Indie.4 from 
duties of cu'toins; the resolution \va» 
agreed to, and a bill ordered accordingly,-— 
The house went into a couiinitteu on the 
Southern Whale Fi^^hery net ; and, on the 
in'>tion of Mr. Rose, nsoived, that tlie, 
bounties at piesent existing for the ea- 
couragement of that trade, should be con- 
tinued. 'I'he rvjiort was ordered to be re- 
ceived to-iiiorro’\ , — Mr. Ah ■ xaiKlcr brought 
up the repoi i '»f the Irish F.xcise and Cus- 
toms O'iicv.-i bill, which was agreed to, and 
the bill ordered to bo read a third time to- 
morrow. — On the motion of Air. Foster, 
an order \va> marie lor a committee ot the 
whole house to consider of the propriety 
of improving the harbour of Dublin on the 
north side of ihc hdl of llowth, and making 
it a lit station for his majesty s packets. 

[Calico Piunteus’ Petition.] Air. 
P. Moore rose, pursuant to notice, to mov© 
the iippointineiit of a cominiitcc to exa- 
mine the petition he Inni the honour to 
present to the house in the nioiuh of 
March last, from the Joiirncyinen calfcO 
printers ; and also to move, that the evi- 
dence taken before a CMinmittee in the 
course of the last session upon this subiect, 
L 
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should be leferred to tlie consJdcratiou of 
the said committee, in older to make a 
report then-oil. In brin^iii^ forwanJ this 
btlbulcs^, the lion, member was /’lad to hce 
the n”lit hon. the eliancellor of the exclio- 
qiier in his place, as he was led to bi lieve 
that that nght hoii. gent, was not unfriend- 
ly to the object <>f tin: petitioners; but, on 
the contrary, rather disjuised to acceUirate 
tlieir relief, and to rerrder them (Omph te 
jiistiLC. 'I’he knowledge of this cireuin- 
stfince w:thout doors would, he hoped, 
Inue tin* efieet of urging the mastcis in 
the caluj) prill Hug iraoc to accede to that 
fimicabie adjusfmeut willi the |ounu-yiii('n, 
whif'li liad hern so stningly ref^juiiueiidetl 
by an hon. fiiend of hi'^ (Mr. Slwaidmi) 
about thti <.io^.;ol ilic h:^t session, it was 
very much to br: n-'greticd that sneli an 
a<ljn:itm«. nt had not Iviki-n place, ami the 
disU'cliiiJdioj! in' L’i<‘ ina^leu to coiiscui to 
It, rend' led Jt iiidi.-'peusahly iicce?‘‘‘ary to 
theci'jseui jm-.l.a', th.ii some legislative 
prot:et.rj!>;-j; should be adopted. Ho had 
f'.'nMib-:d With tlie ohad rnaii of the cami- 
imMce which sat he.t sessiuiis, and it was 
Jiiis f'piiiKMi, with that of iiiany other nieiii- 
beio ol’ ’.hat committee, that it washighh’ 
}.iO| er ;!' it -onuMiiing d''i idod should be 
done. I uc ipK;^*ion tor < (»n->idcratioii, as 
iiiui, \va^ llijs, whether the or- 
dunt^y^anu f stablisbi cl relation between 
me Lci'*- can! ju«n iiev men in the otla^r iiie- 
ci;aui'. ps . -‘e^ 'iuus should exist in the 
ir.ide C'i lia ( ili-.o priiJici'.s. At present no 
tech did cmsI, All Uie advan- 

L'igysof the ‘■'■stem id' apprciiticcKliip were, 
iii It. ah , on tlw* side id’ the iiuisters, 
v.'liich, fh'. njOnii*nt .tii a|)preiiticeship ex- 
pire I'o'’ piT'-f;!! wiio siu'ved it was hkedy 
to be l) Joi'.u oat t)f bread, without even 
tbs clmiiL. of iiiture emph^Yrnent. It was, 
tie i, nitciiocd, </iio‘ <jI the tirst duties i)f a 
got.jcl go\^:muent, pai Ur.ulaily in a trading 
ccuiiti V, to attend io a ca.^c ol this nature. 
While ilic .-•shtciii of appreuticeships went 
on, it >vas s’u ely unfair that it should ope- 
rate aitogtjther in favour of one of the coii- 
iractiug parties; the one devoting so many 
years oi ids life to quality hiinself to work 
as a journeyman at a trade, from the op- 
portunity of einploymeut at which the 
master excludes him, by the extreme and 
fcucccssivc multiplication of apprentices, 
la consequence of this practice, there were 
ot present some thousands of journeymen 
calico printers out of work ; the greater 
part of whoni are refused employment, 
unless they vpnscut to sign a second con- 


tract, or indenture, binding themselves to 
serve a kind of second ap; ire lUict si iij), on 
the terms pre^crlbt;d by llie inaster&. The 
difference bi tween the w'agos of an ap.- 
preiilice and a journeyman w'as, he observ- 
ed, from 4s. and to l?4s. and b()». per 
week. Ol eoui>t; the nnnter^ wtie ii«i- 
turally rlLqcosed to jiiefer tlie fuimer. it 
was, however, iik umln uL on llios'. lo v;li< lU 
the duty *)! h gislalue arring< menl bfdung- 
ed, to con-'nler lairly the intciet.U ol ail 
clasM^s. And the interest ot the niasier 
was not, bun ly, entitled to tindi a pnji r- 
ence as siionld )nii that ol the jonriieYman 
( ntnely out of \ u \v. lint witii respect to 
• the mteiesi uf the coinniuiiitv ; the value 
of any article of inannl'ai tnre was to be 
estiniateil in a great nif-asiue with lefer- 
eiice to tile piicc ot labour. Now, a.-^ the 
calico piinreit old their goods at a price, 
iouuded on the ran" of wages at 30s. per 
week, aUhongli they obu uied persons to 
woik at 4s. and 7 it struck bis mind that 
they liad more profit than they were justly 
entitled to. For the fact was, tliat al- 
though the journeymen were dejuived of 
their subsistence, to make way lor the em- 
ploymenr of boys, and thus to reduce the 
expence of manufacture, no reduction 
wlialcver took place in consequence of the 
price of the aiticle to Uic public. All iJic 
pndil was • onhned to tlie master, none 
whatever was given to the coiiMiiiier. It 
really appealed to him, that such a case 
t(n*mcd a fit siibjecl lor taxation, and ought 
to be made productive to the revenue. 'I he 
hon. immiiAr concluded with submitting 
Ills uinlif>n.' 

Mr. /i'M/j was n ady to adniit the imjior- 
lance c»f tin? qm stion, and was fully iiicdiii- 
ed lo give the utnaosl attention to the 
prayer Ol ihc pi luioners. Their cusp, lift 
was well ut'Uicf!, was deserving of eonsi- 
dcR'lion. liiiL ijoiii tin: knowledge he had 
of ;t similar Inisi’iess m the course of the 
two last, scssion«i, he was mucli afiaid that 
the subject wao loo cum|)liciite‘d to begone 
into at the* piesont advanced period of the 
session; that it could not be dioposed of 
in one or two days, as the lion, mover 
seen od to imagine, nor m so many weeks^ 
He tlic-refore snbmiitted lo the hon. gent, 
whether it would not be better to postpone 
the matter till the next session, when, as 
early Us Jic chose to bring it forward, he 
(Mr, Rose) should be ready lo give him 
any assistance in his power. — Mr. Eger- 
lon and Mr. liuscelles thought the case of 
the pelitioiicrs highly deserving of atteu- 
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tion, but concurred with the right hon. 
gent, who spoke last, that it was too iatt* 
in the session at present to give it all the 
consideration that was due to it. 

Mr. P, Mou/r e\pi«‘ss<‘d liis unwillingness 
to press the^ul)jc‘ l at ])rf*'5eut. Ho wished 
and hoped that umiislers would take up 
tlie case of the petiiioners, and have jus- 
tice done to them, 'I’hey coidri haidh 
select a case where the exei t'.on of then 
inlluencc would do them more honour, 
'i’hc petitioners he felt to he tr(‘atcd with 
great injustice, and he trusted that tint gen- 
tlemen who professed a dihjiobition to at- 
tend to their claims, would give him their 
assistance next session, when, at an t'arly 
period, lie pledged himscll to bring the 
subject before the house. — The hon. mem- 
ber, with leave of the house, withdrew 
Jus motion. 

[Impkaciimext of Loud IMFr.vfLLK.l 
^Ir. IVhHbread said, that when he liad 
given' notKCof a motion arising out of the 
lentil report, for 'I’hursday next, it was 
on the supposition that the report of the 
select committee might have been }>rinted 
by this day, and that members would con- 
sequently have huflicient time to take ii 
into roribideratiou. As die was now in- 
formed that It could not be printed tdl Sa- 
turday, he was under the n<;cossity oi 
postponing his motion. As ho uud»*rstood 
.Momlay sidnniglit woulil not be a convo- 
niont day, ho should now iix 'ruosday sen- 
night for the motion of which he luui given 
notice. 

The Chancrllor of the Exchn/urr said, he| 
undorstoojl the notice whuli the hon. 
memhei had given, embraced two objects: 
the first was the iiiipeaciimeut of lord Mtd- 
vilh- ; the second, certain resolutions which 
ho in ten fled to move against him. As to 
the liist olijecl, it was po^'Siblc that the 
grounds which the hon. member inighr take, 
would be so connected with llie \nhnmu- 
ous mailer of the repori, tlial il mighi be 
absolutcdy necessary to allow membeis imie 
to read and consider the whole; hut, it the 
si'cond object of Ins notice, the resolulioub 
which were to be moved against him per- 
sonally, did not defiond upon so manycii- 
curnstances, but laid m a narrow' com|xas.s, 
he ho{>cd it might be possible to bring them 
torward on the day fust appointed. It 
tcrtamly w’as not for him to name any par- 
ticular day : that must be m the breast of 
whoever should bring the motion forward, 
but be fell very desirous, tliat whalever 
related to Jiiiu personally, should be sub- 


mitted to the consideration of the house 
with as little delay as possible. 

Mr. U'lut/itrdil declared, that it would bf 
his personal wisli to bring the m'»tion for- 
ward as soon as possible ; but win n it naa 
considered that many members would go 
out of town for the liolidays, and would 
not st'C the report fill Wednesday next, ha 
thought it would be too much to ask them 
to disi u^s it the following day. Many would 
wish to rc.ul the whole report before they 
felt prepared to give an opinion on any part 
of the subject; he must therefore adhere 
to his intention of bringing forward the mo- 
tion of impeachment on Tuesday se'nnight, 
and as ^uon as that question was disposed 
of, he should be ready without delay to pro- 
ceed with the resolutions respecting the 
chancellor of the exchequer. 

Mr.Crt/ojh/g said, the matters which were 
to be niaile the grounds of t barge against 
his light hon. friend the chancellor of the 
exchequer must be known, and any mem- 
ber of the committee was cmnpetenl to 
say, whether what related to the conduct 
of Ills right hon. friend vvas capable of l>e- 
I lug considered first. He wished pome other 
member of tlie committee besides the lion, 
gent. (Mr. Whitbread) to say whether 
that part of the report could be separated 
fiom the general matter. If it could be 
s(*parato(J, and if it could be clearly under- 
stood m ifiis distinct form, he saw no rea- 
s(m why any member of the committee 
might not move that it be taken into con- 
sideration on Thnraday. 

Mr. J], Lamlle^ siaud, that tlie general 
matter of the repoit rebiled to lord Mcl- 
V die iind Mr. Tioiter . I'he part which re- 
lateil U) till! right hon, gent, the chancellor 
ut the exchi quer, was distinc t. There 
wa're caily thn e jioiiils that could be made 
iht j’lonnd of resolutions against the right 
hon. gent. : the appbcaliun of tlie 40,00()I. 
the couvei'sutions with Mr. Ilaikes, anti the 
affair of Jellicoe. 'I hese points were plain 
and distinct, and retiuirecl no delay for 
the consideration of them, at tiie same time 
that It was most important tliat the sense 
of tlie houpti uj»on them should be speedily 
pronounced. If no other ineinbcr of the 
committee ihonj^ht there was reiisun fur 
flclay, he thought the matter ought to h® 
proceeded on wilhoiil delay ; and if no 
other was disposed to move that the pomU 
he had referrcii to be taken mto considera- 
tion at the earliest period, he should^ 

Mr. Whitbread said, if the lion, gent, 
did what he proposed, he believed he would 
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do that which wxs wholly \<^ithoiit pre- 
cedt/iit. Wfieii one inefuber ii nolire or 
a iijoiioii, it would be \(-'iy extraordin iry 
inde ed that another should Uikc the busi- 
ness o«*t of hi? hands, merely bei^ause he 
nd^lit wish it to 'oe deeideel upon ii dav or 
two sooner. U would be for the hunni to 
considei whether any thm^ resulting (ioin 
the papers could be judged of before the 
papers were fidly eon.ad.i rtrd, and whr*tliftr 
the paj.ers Cf)uld be fully < onsiderod in anv 
time short of that he proposed-. U»ujue^- 
tionabiy tlu.* members ot the comniiLice 
had the means of forming distinct opinioiis 
without tills delay ; and it was as a luein- 
ber of the coiniiiiLlee he had iIk’ me.insrd' 
forming llio opinion on which lie iuid 
his notice. Ihii tli.U was not a rea.-on lor 
c.diing on the hou^'e to ]ivoii(iinK wilhoiit 
consideration on what the members 'd' the 
comnnttee \se)i. ali\ad\ j^cifcctly arcjiiaiiit- 
ed with. 'I’lic ( oiuiiiilLoe, as a body, hud 
nor. agreed to r.i‘c.j>o.se any proce<*dings f)n 
the rejjorl. If tlie caunmiltee had been ol 
opinion to insiituic such prpceediugs, the 
chairman would luuc hf'eu inslructcd ac- 
coifiingiy. Ihi luid asked the ohainnam 
whether he meant to tiibiiiit any motion to 
the hoti-e ; and it was tai being informed 
that the cluurmaii iiad no such intention, 
that ho formed tiic determination ot bring- 
ing forward the mea.uro of winch he had 
given notice. He again represented the 
extn.ordiiiary proceeding ofthehon. gtut. 
in taking the matter out of his hand" 
merely he.cause he wished the business to 
be considered a dav or two earlier, 'riie 
papers would not be ready bctoio Saturday 
evening. Many gentlemen would ija\e 
left town before that dav for the ljoiid.i\s, 
and would not, of course, have the |)apt is 
in their hands before Wednesday. H«: 
thought the day he mentioned oulficimtly 
early, and he adliererl to the order lie had 
laid down. 

Mr. //. Lasctile^ hope<l that be was not 
disorderly in tlu. notice he had guen, as lir 
assured tlie lK>ust that nothing was farthei 
from his intention than to be guilty of any 
irregularity, 

I’he Chancellor of the Exchequer asked, 
Svhother the bon. gent, meant ttj bring for- 
ward both motions on the same day ? He 
thought the In.'n. gent, could hanlly expect 
the house to decide so summarily. 

Mr. IVkithnad sui<l, he had meant merely 
that there would be no delay on his part. 
He would bo leady to submit bis se- 
cond propositions at. luou as the house 


could meet after the discussion of the first 
pai t. 

Mr. Ft).T would not say that it v^ns not 
rniiipetent to any mc-inber, vlio sliould 
tmnk ]u-optr so to do, to g.ve a notice tor 
the am iciptil ion of Lh.tl o** aiiwihei. U u:is, 
iiOwever, a mailer vd deiu.ji >, sul.'jtcl to 
that diMnolioii wl.ich v. usually cxcrcibod 
on ev( jy Mich orcMMim, 

[Srij j. .\iiiAKY CcuArrs’ Bill.] Flie 
.it tut nt if-(ie7Lt‘ntl niuvi tl the third reading 
ut lh(‘ hnpendiary Curatej’ b.ll. 

.Mr. E.iriiUsn oppuroil the motion. He 
ihougiit it a bill that t(;ok aw.iy pari of tht> 
puipcity of the p.ctor, aliliongh tin; duty 
was pi il(j. mod. If the duty were n<»t 
perliu iiied, he- might -I'e s(*me le.i^on lor 
the nuM.- nre. The Inli was at vaininc<‘ with 
e\!"ling and at variance widi its 

own fcijtic'menl''.. ibc pKjjH'iiy the 
Jinicli wa-i to lib atiai'cd, hi it boat- 
tacked clneetl) and openly, and not mdi- 
leclly and in di-'p^uism He wan one v\ho 
wi"in d ilieclnncdi .snp|’a;i1(id by the t>late, 
believing GUI* i luucb to Ijc upon the ^vh' le 
the purtiftl church in (’hnslendoni. But 
the present bill temh d lo Mli.iU the eon- 
stitutivui, and subvert the e-viablishment of 
die church. Not only thn eccle-iasticiil, 
but p()litieal j)owcr iL conterri'd on the 
bishops V as .ilcirming. It ga\e opi)ortniiU 
tim hir Iheir mu riering in elefjtions, which, 
fiom caM^S) ea-uly to bi* rmiu iiiliored, in'ght 
boimiehand \ cry grie\ oji^ly abused. On 
the olliei band, it shook lo the basi* the 
founrlatioii ot all eeclesrisliCril pioperty. 
1 he leiuire »)f such projierty would, alter 
the pasting ot tins bill, should it pass, bo to- 
tally changed. "I'he seale of appiof)ria- 
iioii did not measiirc lueome by tl c in ees- 
ailics (d the curaft;, but by the opuienee 
c»f the living. Whal, under the circuui- 
stt'iices, 1.0 should have llnnight, and did 
djink. nn)st desirable., was, to have moved 
for a -ommittec to exa.niiu* into the sta- 
inti’s bearing on the subject, and generally 
to C(uisiilr;r of the best mode of regulating 
the interests of the curates, and others 
alfecU d by the present cpioslion. 

^ir. AUxandcr was decidedly inimical to 
the measure. Kver since the conimence- 
riient of the Frcin h revolution, church pro- 
p.i ity was rendeied ins* cure, by now doc- 
trines. The present bill | arlook of the 
tliaractcr i>f the revolutionarv edicts of the 
'•Vench Jacobins. Cliuieh pjop( ity w'as un- 
settleil by such laws. kmg and par- 

iiameiit ought to rcs.-t mnovatioii in the 
rights of property with regiird lo the church. 
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Mr, FuUer knew that in the county of 
Sussex, whirh lie had the hunour to reprc- 
SL-nt, th(; clergy had not had time to make 
up ilieir niiijfis as to the bill. He there- 
fore, if s» f (»,uled, should press that the 
bill shouiu lull Ijf read a third tune till tins 
day six iiu.tillis. 

'Mw l>rn'n‘ll thought the measure both 
premature aiid iiiipert^c t. lie should not 
have (ij)j)osf(l it it u had thrown iho church 
properly iiitvj a mass, and piopf)sed to ap- 
jaunl a vicar-general of church revenues, 
who should distribute luconies to tin* cu- 
r.'ib's as they might be worthy. At present 
it was a bill to enlarge and t'xtend the pa- 
tronage (jf the bisli()p. li it Was ioi tin* 
poodot the public, he should iiotnbjecl; but 
v.hoii it was a bill empowering tlitj Uisliojis 
to raise the incomes oi the curates to 
r»r loOl. a year, it wa^ a bill ol rneie dio- 
^;csan p-ilronage. As far as it changed the 
usage of the law of the laud, it was still 
more (ibjectionable. No appeal laid, Init 
to the (piarter ses*- ions, or the uicbbi^hop 
in Loiiflon, lllook awa\ tlie ordinary op- 
tion of the common law. h'oi all these 
riM^oijs he thought the measure ought to 
be postjioned. 

Ml. Grahtnu had so groat an objection to 
the hill, that lu’ would support the smend- 
inem. I’lie bill pla(A'(l the cieigy m a 
worse* situation than any otht‘i of his uia- 
snbjecis. It wits a bill to t'liluice 
the resiiJence ui (luau's, but to baniilj the 
rcriois. 

Ml. 7. 77. Ihitunv supportocl the bill. It 
went no tar I her than ot her statutes, o\ci*pl 
in as lar ti.s n lati'd to livings. abiAC 4-tK)!, 
a Near. 'I’lie ob,ocli(m to tins law would 
ije a gt)od ol/jtclion lo all other laws. 

:Mi, /W Carcuj thought the nn*a>urein- 
eomplete. Jl might to luive been devised 
flo as to enibiiice tin* subject ot gioal ec- 
cifsirfstical bodies, iliat ilid not give inori* 
than from 20l. to :»()!. a year, though then 
rcveiiufs were enoi uious. 

Lord Porchestir went over tlie grounds 
of his former arguments against the ineu- 
sure. He thought the iik asure founded on 
the antient jacobin principle. 'l‘he worst 
reform and innovation would he, if it were 
attempted to relorm the clmn li on those 
principles so explt^ded by gentlemen over 
against him on former occasicuns ; yet thf’se 
were the very principles now set uj) in this 
bill. If the gentlemen of opposition had said, 
in 1 711*1* 17.9^» that the church revenues 

were salaries, marc properties, which the 
public gave, and the public might take 
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away, the other side would have denounced 
such language as unwarrantable, and ua« 
coiislitutionaL He thought the bill un* 
principled, incoherent, and wicked. He 
moved an amendment, that this bill be 
read a third time Lius day three mouths. 

The -'7^/n/*/K'y-Gfwa*fir/ defended the mea- 
sure, hui would not go over a ground of ar- 
gument which had been previously so much 
(-untested. He insisted that there was no- 
thing new in the jirinciple of the bill, and 
look shame to himself for nothing so much 
ds that lie did nut introduce it betore, — The 
house then divided; for the oiiginal mo^ 
Lion .38; ‘for the amcmliiu;nt 17 ; majority 
for the bill 21. — 'I'hc bill wa*. accordingly 
lead a third time, and after some veibaJ 
amendments, passed, and sent to the lor d«* 
— Adjourned. 

IIOUSL OF LORDS. 

Friday y May 31. 

[( 'on duct of J V DG L F OX .] The order 
ol the day being read, for the house to 
resolve itsell into a c.oiiimittee on thd 
matters respecting Mr. judge Fox; that 
venerable person, accompanied by hit 
counsel, Mr. Adam and xMr. Na>lan, inu 
medidtely entered the house, where Mr. 

I justice Fox was jilaced in a chair below the 
bar, hdbitcvl m his judicial robes. Mr. 
Adam, a'^ soon as the charges contained iu 
the address weie read at the table, re- 
quested piainiisioii to otfer a few observa- 
tions to their lordships, on the part of his 
1 leaincd client. He adverted to the pecu- 
liar situaiiou 111 which the learned judge 
was placed, a state of accusation before 
tlic liighest and most august tribunal in the 
counlry ; a in occcding, forming a case of 
the gtcaicol iuqiurtaticc in itself, and still 
mvix* unjiuilant from its perfec t novelty, 
md the consideration of its going to form 
a precedent for future ages. He then ad- 
\ erred lo the whole course of the pro- 
(eedings, from the peiioil of their having 
first been instituted, by the first petition 
presented by a noble marquis, exactly that 
day twelve montli to the present moment. 
He alluded to the alterations which had 
been made from time to time in the mat- 
ters of charge ; which were not only, .to a 
certain «‘xtent, new modelled, but had evea 
new matter, and such very recently added 
to them. 'I’here had been new facts intro- 
duced, hr. said, and charged in a difi'erent 
way. *rhe learned counsel then proceeded 
to advert to the pioceodmgs upon the casu, 
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in the out-doors committee of , their lord- 
ships; a proceeding instituted from the 
best and purest motives ; but, in this their 
lord&hips were placed, he observed, in the 
situation of a grand jury. The proceed- 
ings, in a certain point of view, may be 
regarded as tx parte; and he adverted to the 
advantages whkli would accrue to the ac- 
cusing parties, against his learned client, 
were he not admitted to the knowledge of 
those proceedings. What he should have 
humbly to request of their lordships was, 
that his learned client should be furnished 
with a copy of lliosc proceedings, of wliich 
be was necessarily in the dark. . Tlie no- 
velty of the case added t(» its extreme 
importance ; and though no precedent ob- 
tained to guide tlieir lordships* proceed- 
ings, yet, in such a ease, he submitted, that 
the dictates of the common law, and the 
custom ol judicial proceedings, should be 
allowed to furnibh some light. He expa- 
tiated upon the distinct nature of grand 
and petit juries; of those who w’ere to find 
the accusation, and those who were to try 
the issue. Ihiblicity was one of the essen- 
tial attributes of justice. After most ably 
adverting to the circumstances of the case, 
and dwelling upon points calculated to il- 
lustrate and enforce it, the learned counsel 
concluded an eloquent and energetic speech, 
by submitting a re(}uest to the above cfl'ect, 
on the part of his leurnecl client, who, he 
said, was prepared with a petition, if such 
was judged necessary by their lordships, 
for the purpose. 

The Lord Chancellor then moved, that 
the counsel be ordered to withdraw ; which 
having taken place, his lordship made a 
variety of observations on the proceeding 
which had just taken place; and on part of 
what had fallen from the counsel. As to 
the proceeding requested on the part of the 
learned jutlge, it a})pedred to him truly to 
involve a question of form. Among other 
points, he alluded to what had been ad- 
vanced resjrccting the changes made in the 
matters of charge ; lliese, he observed, 
might be made ou various grounds, found- 
ed in the wisdom or discretion of those 
noble lords, who were engaged in the <lis- 
cussion, or who had brouglit the motion 
forward ; the propriety, therefore, of ad- 
v.'olcing, that such had taken place, on 
any particular grounds, whicli any person 
may take for granted, he considered as 
very questionable. 

Lord (i ran file, when he considered the 
, pci feet uo\elly of what was then under 
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discussion, would not offer an opinion up. 
on the general case ; yet it struck him as 
unobjectionable, and as a matter of justice, 
that the request made on the part of the 
learned judge should be complied with. 
He saw no difficulty in point of form ; but 
even if some did prevail, it should yield 
to the more important dictates of justice'^ 
they should endeavour, as far as possible, 
to place tile accuser luid the accused on a 
footing of perfect equality. The previous 
committee was instituted on the best 
grounds, and in one point of view vvas 
meant as a check against persons in tlie 
important station of the learned judge, be- 
ing lightly called upon to answer for tlieir 
conduct before that house* The request 
appeared to him a matter of justice; but 
even were it to be considered as a matter of 
favour, whatevei favour prevailed, should 
be preferable for the accused. To bring 
the question regularly before the commit- 
tee, his lordship moved, that the chair, 
man be instructed to move the house, 
“ tliab the committee appointed to inves- 
tigate the matter alledged in charge against 
Mr. justice Fox be revived ; that they may 
report to the house what evidence was 
given thereon, in order that the same may 
be communicated to Mr. justice Fox.'* 

Lord Hauhcsburif entertained no serious 
objection to complying with what was pro- 
posed. lie, however, in adverting to the 
mode in which the proposition was made, 
supported the observations of his noble 
and learned friend on that part of the sub- 
ject. He vindicated thf proceedings which 
had hitherto obtained, from wdiich the ac- 
cusing parties had derived no advantage, 
but what, from the inherent nature of the 
ca.se, was absolutely unavoidable. 

Lord Auchhmd considered what had been 
proposed, as proper, just, and necessary. 
He had foreseen that such a proposition 
would be made. The previous investiga- 
tion, in the out-doors committee, w'hich 
was instituted for the advantage of the ac- 
cused, would, if the present request was 
not complied with, operate as an engine 
of injustice against him. In support of 
these conclusions, liis lordship adverted to 
some details of the proceeding. He thought 
the motion of the noble baron a good one ; 
but still, were it amended by the omission 
of that part which mentions, “ for the pur- 
pose of the same being communicated to 
Mr. justice Fox,*' it would be perfectly 
unobjectionable. 

Lord Mulgraxc^ in delivering his senti- 
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meius upon die subject, expressed his 
ck>ui)t» whether the advantages aliudcd to 
could accrue to the accusers. In illustra^ 
tioii ot' which idea, he adverted to the 
close and secret nature of the proc.ecdings 
of the committee. 

Lord Grenville^ in explanation, could 
not concur with his noble friend’s idea, that 
the committee in question could in any de- 
gree be considered as a secret one. I'lie 
noble baron also adverted to somif of the 
proceedings therein. 

'The Lord Chancellor made some further 
observations upon the subject; be also ex- 
pressed his doubts as to the advantages wiiich 
could accrue from tJie proceedings whicli 
had hitherto taken place ; but it should be 
recollected, that in cases of accusation in 
gencjal, certain advantaged lay, and un- 
avoidably, with the prosecutor. He seem. 
«d to entertain doubts as to the propriety, 
considering the mode, of what was pro- 
posed ; and he knew of no instance of co. 
pies of proceedings of the kind, being 
granted, on a similar application on the 
part of the accused. 

1.0 rd Auckland^ in enforcing what he 
had before advanced upon the subject, 
expiobscd his opinion, that, in the present 
staUj of the case, it was necessary the re- 
(piest should be complied with. He ar- 
gued shortly against the idea, that the com- 
mittee ill questioid was, in any sense, a se. 
crot one. — Some further conversation en- 
sued, in the course of which, it was mo- 
ved by one of their lordships, that the 
chairman do leave the chair.” — The ques- 
tions were then put, on which the chairman 
was directed to leave the chair ; and the 
house resuming, the resolution of the com- 
inilteee was reported to the house; in con- 
bi'ciuciicc, the committee were ordered to 
siL again on Wednesday next.— Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, May 3 1 . 

[Minutes.] A new writ was ordered 
on the motitm of lord Ossulstone, for the 
borough of Shrew^sbury, in the room of sir 
W. Pulteney, bart. deceased. — Mr. Foster, 
by onler of his majesty, in compliance with 
an address of the house, presented, an ac- 
count of the estimates of the expences of 
the board of first fruits in Ireland; also 
an estimate of the expences for the improve- 
ment of the harbour of llowth, near Dub- 
lin. Ordered to lie on the table.— Fhe 
Broadbtairs Harbour Improvement bill was 
read a third time and passed.— Lord Archi- 


bald llamiUon brought np the report of 
the committee, on t e petit ions agauiSC 
the corn bill, which were ordered to lie on 
the table, and to be printed. The noble lord 
also gave notice of a motion for an 
day, on the subject of the matter contained 
ill the report. — Colonel Craufurd moved 
fur the following accounts respecting the 
state of the regular army, to the production 
of winch he understood no obj ectionwould 
be made. 1st, An account of the total effec- 
tive strength ot the regular army on the Ist 
of May, 1 805. ’I'his be wished to have only 
ill the aggregate, lest any objection should 
be made to tlie disclosure of the detail of 
distribution. 2d, A return of the number 
of men that had bf.^en raised by the addi-^ 
tioiKil force bill, in the few months from 
tlie 1st of January, to the .30th of April, 
1805, specifying the number raised by tho 
parishes, and by recruiting. 3d^ An ac- 
count of the number of men raised by the 
ordinary recruiting within the same period. 
4th, An account of the casualties in the 
regular troops on the home establishment, 
within the same period ; and, 5th, An ac- 
count of the casualties in the foreign sta- 
tions within the last four months, for which 
returns have been received at the adjiitant- 
general’s office. I’hesc accounts were se- 
verally or.iered. Colonel Craufurd then 
gave notice, that on an early day after the 
papers should be laid before the house, he 
should bring forward a motion on the sub- 
ject. After a few observations from the 
chancrllor of the exchequer and colonel 
Craufurd, the motion was fi.xed for Thurs- 
day next.— Mr. Jeffery having mentioned 
in his motion of yesterday carlain papers, 
which were of importance to the full in- 
vebtigation of the subject to which his for- 
mer motions referred, without any pre- 
face moved, that there be laid before the 
house, a copy of the letter of sir A, S. 
Hamond to earl St. Vincent, dated Dec. 
•38, 1802 ; also a copy of the answer to the 
same from earl St. Vincent to sir A. S, Ha- 
mond, dated Dec, 29 , 1805. Ordered.— 
On the motion of lord* Henry T^eity, the 
returns to the order of a former day, re- 
lative to certain sums paid by the receiver- 
general of the land-tax in Scotland, \Vere 
ordered to be presented forthwith.— Oil 
the motion of sir W. Klford, pursuant to 
notice, an account was orJeied of the quan- 
tity of limber of a certain description that 
had been used in his niaji;sty*s dock-yards 
for ships of the line from the year 1785 to 
1805 inclusive.— 0x1 the motion of th^ 
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chancellor of the exchequer, ihf. bouse re- 
solved itself into a committee of ways and 
means, Mr. Alexander in the chair. On 
Ihe motion of the chancellor of the exche- 
quer it was resolved, that from the success 
of the system pursued last year, it was 
expedient that a lottery to consist of ^0,000 
tickets, producing .900,0001. at the rate of 
lOl. per ticket, should be carried into exe- 
cution in three lotteries for the present 
year, and that the lords of the treasury 
should be empowered to contract for any 
number of tickets for each, and to make 
such regulations as they should think lit, 
relative to the amount of prizes drawn. 
Ordered. — It was also resolved, that the 
charges ol* allowances to adjutants and Ser- 
jeant majors of the British militia, and the 
allowance to British militia subaltern offi- 
cers, should be defrayed out of the land- 
tax, and that the charges of the pay and 
clothing of the inihtid of Ireland should be 
defrayed out of the consolidated fund of 
Ireland. On the house being resumed, 
the report was ordered to be received on 
Wednesday.— 7'he Universities Advowson 
bill was ordered to be read a third tunc this { 
'day se'nnight. — The Irish Excise and Cus- 
toms bill, was read a third time and passed. 
—On the motion of Mr. Huskisson, leave 
was given to bring in a bill to amend the 
act of the 43d of his majesty, chap. <)9» 
relative to the receiver-genera J of the du- 
ties of assessed taxes. I'he amendments 
referred to two points : first, to enable the 
commissioners of taxes in the diOerent 
counties to administer the oath to the re- 
ceivers, which, as the law now stood, was 
required to be taken before one of the ba- 
rons of the exchequer; and 'Jdly, to sup- 
ply an omission in that bill, by directing | 
the receivers to repay the surcharges, now 
required to be paid in course, if, on ap- 
peal to the judges, the siircliarges should 
be reversed . — The house, on ilie motion 
af Mr. Vansittart, W'ent into a cominiUt e 
on the Dublin Paving bill, and the blanks 
having been filled up, the house was re- 
sumed, the report was brought up, thf 
bill, as amended, ordered to be printed, I 
and the report ordered to be taken into ! 
further con.sideration on Monday se'nnight. 
—Mr. Sturges Bourne brought up the re- 
port of the Irish Distilleries bill, which was 
recommitted, when the report was received, 
and after some conversation the nuiend- 
mentt were agreed to, and the bill ordered 
to be read a third lime on Wednesday. — 
After a abort convenutiou between Mr. 


Vansittart, Mr. Latouche* and Mr. Alex- 
ander, the Dublin Police bill was read a 
second time, and ordered to be coiiunilti^d 
on Wednesday. — Mr. Huskisson gave no- 
tice, that on Wednesday he woulci move, 
that the report of the coal commitice he 
referred to a committee of the whole house, 
with an intention of moving in that com- 
mittee that a certain quanlity of coals be 
allowed to be brought to London by ihe 
Paddington canal. 

[(^^MBERW'ELI. WaTEKWORKS BiLL.] 
Sir Jo//u Frederick brought up the report 
of the comniitteei on the South London 
Water-works bill. The lepoit which 
stated only that the allegations of the pre- 
amble of the bill had not been proved, 
having been read, the hon. baronet moved 
that it do he oa the table. 

Mr. Tirrnnf observed, that the commit- 
tee had not made any report of the bill, 
but merely that the prcuiuble had not been 
proved; and contended, that in coinpli- 
iince with the forms and proceedings of 
the house, some report should luive been 
made on the bill itself. The commiilcc 
had endeavoured to get rid of the bill alto- 
gether, by adjourning for six weeks, and 
alterwards hy negativing the preamble and 
two material clauses, when directed by the 
house, to proceed with the bill, lie was 
at a loss what course to take on the oc'ca- 
sion, and appealed to the cliair for in- 
struction. 

The Speaker calling the attention of the 
house to the subject, slated, that the toni- 
inittee to whom the bill had been com., 
iiiitted, having reported to the house, 
there was in form a report of it bcfoie the 
house. It would, however, be competent 
to any other member wlio disapproved of 
the report of the committee, either to move 
to negative the present motion for the pur- 
pose of proposing clauses on the report 
which might appear to him necessary to 
perfect the bill, or should that in his view 
be impracticable, by proposing clauses to 
move that the bill be recommitted, which 
would leave it in a state as if nothing bad 
been previously done in a coniinUiee. A 
discussion of some length took place, du- 
ring which the motion that the report do 
he on the table, was negatived ; and on 
Mr. ’I’ierney's moving tliut the report Ije 
taken ilito consideration on Wednesday 
next, an amendment was moved by Mr* 
Baldwin, that it be taken into further con- 
sideratioo this day three months, on which 
a division took place. For the original 



motiort 5)'} fqr the aiiiendiiifeiit m i tti^ 
joricy 4‘i.~The bill' is of course te'stthhr 
session • 

V [CoKDucT OP AnMtKAr« Sill Joinr 
Duckworth.] Colonel IVood observed, 
that in consequence of sdmething that 
had happened since he bad fixed his notice 
of a inotioii relative to the proceedings of 
the court iliartial on this ofTicer for this day, 
be was induced to postpone his niotiob to 
tills (lay sc'nnight. 

Mr. Baker was of opinion tbit the bon. 
gent, would not only be disposed to delbr 
the motion to which he had adverted, but 
upon consideration would be induced not 
to bring forward a motion of so extra^ 
ordinary a nature at all. He was sure 
that no such motioh ought to be made bui 
upon thn strongest grounds. 

Colonel JVbod tiad considered the inat* 
ter with the most serkms attention; and 
was convinced that lie had the 8tit>Qgest 
grounds for his motion, both with respect 
to the proceedings of the court martfaljtnd^ 
the condtict of the lion, arlmiwd alluded 
to. It was to accommodate the minister 
of the country, who wished to have timo 
to consider the propriety of the motion^ 
tliat lie liad proposed to defer it, 

[Conduct op rim Chancxi.lor op 
THi: Evchkqukr.] Mr* JFIenr^ Lasetllei 
sfiid, he fell sorry at not seeing' the hon. 
g*‘nl, (Mr. Whitbread) who had given 
notice of a motion for Tuesday aeVi night, 
in his place. He hud himself' yesterday, 
on a. supposition that the part of the report 
of the committee oil the tenth' report, 
which related to the conduct of the chah-' 
cellor of the exchequer, would not require 
much time for consideration, stated his in- 
tention to bring the question forward^ 
an earlier day than tlM proposed bytbO 
lion. gent,. But wlien he had stathd thU' 
intention, he was not aware. of the inters 
fercnce of the hohdays^ and that ^many 
gentlemen might not have the report in 
their liands' till Wedtienday^ ibty> 

consideration of die ^ 

su/licient; and he tbert^re; 
state, that it was not bis^utmiiton to bring> 
the subject forward as te, 'had propose,' 
His own mihd, however, waa fatty made 
up on the subject ; and be had leasKhr to 
believe, that many members of the coma 
miitee thought witb^hiih,' If thfetefore, 
the resolutions which Ihe bon^geiit. meant 
to propose' to the house shdekl be of-n 
criminating nature, be was determined, if 
not anticipated by sOtna member of the 
VoL. V, 


abilities the occa^ibn, t6 move risohi^iC 
tiotis'of a nature directly the xeveiird^ w ; 
those of the Ifon. gentJehian, \ 
[Gaoir^ii OP Sir 

OoUen regretted that there should" < 
found suclra luntentable defic^ricy of tiid* ' 
beT, .thegfowtliof Britmn,' not merely fen 
doitiestrc ptirposbs; but'eveh ibf the supply 
of our na^;' He thought tltat no enelov 
sure shbuki' be allowed without maklnn^ it 
coiaputsory on those who were to bfe bene*-: 
dted by it,, to plant a* certain quantity ’ejp. 
timber. Me should, tbereforei move fms'' 
acobimittee to take into, consideration tha^' : 
state of glowing timber in this conntr}^ 
end he eii;peettd the assistance 
country ahd^county tnemberda this pointi ^ 
'The CkcrriGta^^Qf ike widld . 

he admi^d the importanbe of the subject;; , . 
was^ compelled to observe, that the mily' 
mode of increasing timber, recommended, 
in the observations' of the hon. baroneif" 
wwi one which was compulsory, but whichi 
ivas not reconcileable to sound polky uiuK^ 
expediency, ' 

&lr W\ Db^n considered all enclosuresS^ 
as equally' compulsory in principle. 
were never agreed to without dissentients^-^ 
who could not have their land as they 
pleased,. IhU were obliged to submit, li# , - 
saw no hardship, in the same rule, 
making men* who were engaged in enclo^'' 
sures for their private benetii, do 
thing for the public advents^ also. fAtt- 
acre in fifty was not too mtfch to require 
ill such a case. 

Sir fV* Si ford objected to the principlsTi 
kid down by the hort, baronet, 

. Admiral AfurA’Aum thought that the sub«- 
■ject was, a very important one. If thia. ^ 
.were not a proper time to discuss it, such> 
k lima must soon arrive. He spoke as air . 
e3'e*^\vitne5S, He had seen the lamentable; , 
situation in which we w'cre surnerimeS' 
placed,, from the want of sufficient British 
itimber* There was a great deht to enquirUL 
'into, , Perhaps the matter ought to be.*^ 
iiaken up in a more enlarged senim ihaa . 
was now proposed. Beside the considC'*^ .. 
'ration of the royal docks, there was not-Wx j 
yet an- absolute dearth, but there 
:wo«iid be one* Soitieibing might possi^y^< ' 
be ’ done to: p^vent ■ tlie unnecessary > . 

siimption t^ tiniHer, especially oak ^ 

and more’ s^ulfitions passed ,cohc«Tnin|^ ^ 
expprtadd dbl^r/as the wholeof the 
ject f^D‘ur^4[hi^€oaside ipu# , 

'lion v ■ 

M 
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^ fCoUWCT 0» SlH l-JoMl tPOPHlM.] 
The CkanctiUor of the Exchequer^ alter a 
few observatjioiia^ tqok notice of the report 
fn^m the comti;uCtee, staling the answer of 
the house of lords to tlie application for 
leave to examine lord St. ViuceTit before 
the committee ; that coiTitniUee had wish- 
ed to examUie his lordship on sundry 
points respecting Mr, D. E. Bartholomew 
ahd other matters, to abcerlain how far his 
lordship had concurred in those proceed- 
ings. lie believed it would not be denied, 
thiiit it was unusual fur their lordsl)lps to 
allow any noble lord to be examined by 
that house, on any point which might have 
a tendency to criminate himself. He con- 
*ceived tliat the most regular^ mode, in 
every view of the business* would be, to 
move that this report be re-committed to 
the same committee. 

Mr. Kinnaird said, that it was . resolved, 
by a large majority in the coinmittce, to 
present this report as it now stood, to the 
house. The committee did not think it 
^Tlght to call on his lordship as a party, 
though possibly the lords might think 
isome part of the evidence had a tendency 
to criminate his lordship: they did not 
think it fit to call upon his lordship as 
judges. He would rather send back the 
report to the committee, with instructions 
,as to the sort of answer to be gi\cn to 
their lordships, whether speci6c or other* 
.wis^^. He should rather, under Uiese cir* 
.cao&tances, request the attendance of 
;liOrd St*. as a witness, that, being 

^aubjcct to their lordships* limitations, as 
,io the case of lord Melville, in whose case 
Jtoeir lordships put that wide interpretation 
upon the 'request, that it might tend to 
matters to criminate the noble lord*. 

Sir John Stmart said, it was at first in* 

, tended to examine Lord St. Vincent mei^ 
Jy as a witness, but matters afterwords 
came before the committee, that rendered 
the attendance of bis lordship tu that view 
Only* impracticable. 

Sir W. Burroughs saidr be i^incided, 

. , with what had fallen from the hon.' baroueL 
tb<>ngbt many parts, of the evidence' 
^iebas th^ noble eari would not. wish to 
r. 40 ,tQ^ the public as they stoodf and .be 
.wi^lied to gn;e his lordship ah opportunity, 
of.currectipg lhem. If the liouse; thought 
4hey ought not to parsist m ibe exami* 
nation, it was better uot^ i|o let itii^resl^^ 
,;.,;^'he, Spea/fcr said, ' Ihe df the 

iouse was, npt to Jnstruet ^a.jOpmn>ittee 
,as. !;o their reporjt; the committee 


were to gather from the sense of the house, 
ill its proceedings, Avbat method they ought 
to pursue. — I’he report was re-comnullcd 
to the same committee.— Adjourned to 
Wednesday. 


HOVS£ OV LORDS. 

Wednesday^ June 5. 

[Minutes.] Lord Barham sir 

C. Middleton) was introduced with the 
accustomed forrnalilieb, sworn and took 
hts seat. His jordsliip’s supporters were, 
lords Boston and Woodhouse. — ^I'he royal 
assent was given by commission to the 
Land Tux Comuiissiouers' Name bill, the 
Property Tax Amendment^ the Naval 
Enquiry Renewal, the Military C’ommis- 
i^ioners, the Irish Spirit Licence bill, the 
Wine Duties bill, and the Slate Exemption 
Duty bill, and to thirty-two acts of a pri- 
vate or local description. The lords com- 
missioners were, the lord chancellor, lord 
Wttlsingham, and lord Auckland. — 
earfof Suffolk said, that with respect lo 
the motion, of which be had given notice, 
he believed for that day, reUitive to tlie 
state of Ireland, he should defer it for the 
present. He did , not, however, rtUn- 
quish his intention, but mount to bring it 
forward, probably in the course of next 
week, but of the particular day he ^liould 
take care to give due notice. On the mo- 
tion of the bishop of L^)ndon, and relulivo. 
to which proceeding a few words were said 
in a very low tone of voice by the earl of 
Bridgewater ; their lordships were ordered 
to be summoned for Monday next. — 'Hm 
ear) of Suffolk, seeing a noble secietury of 
state in. bis place, expressed his wish to 
learn in what state of for-A urdness the ac- 
counts were respecting the drawing of bills 
from the West India islands upon his ma- 
jesty's 'troasury, which had been ordered 
tq. be produced upon bis niotiuu on a 
forme ' day ; , or, when it was probable 
they would laid before the house ? Lord 
Uawkesjbury observed, he believed the 
papers were in that slate of preparation, 
tbet they' would be ready in )he course of 
a few days. He Imd, however, to repeat 
his wisii, diat the noble earl would parti- 
cularize some fact or circumstance which, 
it was his wish, as the object of bis motion, 
to collect from the accounts in question. 
With respect to the case of a paiticular 
bill, to which the noble earl referred on a 
formj^r evening, he had reason, to think tlie 
fects were misrepresented to him ; such 
proceedings never obtained without the 




j^rmission of the holder. Ther6 w«8 ah 
allowance of five per cent, but 'from this 
»o person could derive any pro^t, because 
the bills were only paid at the bank. 
However, to bring the subject folly to 
the view of the houset he would move “ for 
an account of all bills drawn from the 
West India settlements upon his ma. 
jesty’s treasury, beyond a certain amount, 
from the Ist of December, 17i)8, to the 
1st of December, 1802, with the dates, 
amount of interest paid to the holder, 
5:c. should be laid before tlie house.'^ Uhe, 
earl of Suffolk,' in explanation, contended, 
that he had been well informed as to what 
he stated on a former evening* In one of 
the Qases, the party agreed to the prof- 
fered accommodation ; in the other it was 
refused; he had his information from the 
best authority: he had also information 
on the subject from some of the principal 
West India houses. Lord Hawkesbuiy 
having moved to the forej^ing erfett, it 
w’as ordered accordingly. ^ 

[CoNPucT OF Juno* F0X.3 ‘Qii the 
motion of lord Auckland, the oti&f was 
enforced for the exclusion of ' stirangers ; 
atid, in consequence, the doors werc^ kta’pi 
shut for about half an hour. liPmediately 
after our re.adtnission into the hoqse, 
their lordships resolved into a committee, 
lord Walsinghum^n the Chair, on the case 
pf judge Fox. . " 

'I’be Lord Chancellor stated, that from this 
best attention he poutd give tO the 6til{ject; 
of discussion in ttie cdinmi{ttee; tlie laiit 
evening of their lordships* meeting, b^ wa^ 
led to conclndei that it. was imp088ibte,;i 
consistently with the forms of Ae house, 
to give effect to ifhe motion thiep maite. 
This opinion of the noble nnd learA^ 
lord gave rise to a short debate. Of 
conversation, in which earls SpenceJr 
Carlisle, lords Auckland, Mulgrave; and 
11 arrow by, and the marquises uf 'Bubkihg- 
ham and Abereorn, took a part*. The home 


grand jUty ^ding 'a bill, to 
whose function it was to try 
Lord Auch/and called U) the reodlJcchofc/ , *'• 

it 

y ne actea upon. V lie regretiea ;:v 
part of the proceedings ' which had lakeA ^ 
place, as contrary to ins sense of pix^piietyj 
but had to express his hope, that no copjf ; 
of proceedings had been communicated. v 
Lord Mtifgrave contended^ that full add ' 
substantial justice might be doni to '^tha 
parties, notwithstanding the proceedi^^ 
that hitherto taken place; these hww 
no difference, and could not afleetthei^rtf*^^ 
ceedings now in train, in which the OaW; 
would be obenly and regularly canvassed ' 
at the bar of the house, and evidence heard v 
on both, sides. The noble secretary of; 
state observed, that if the officers of the 
house had done their duly, no communi- 
cation of the proceedings in question could 
be made* 

' The Marquis of Buckingham made a few 
observations in support of what fell from 
noble lords pn his side of the house. He 
considered, <iipoh the v?holc, the learned 
judge, as being placed in a worse situation, 

In consequence of the proceedings hitherto 
adopted. He then a<lyerted ^ ^he effect 
of certain proceedings which had taken 
place.-^After the lord chancellor hati 
shortly exjslained, it was ordered, that 
Couhsil &hd evidence should be called in* 
Accordingly Mr« Ilomilly, for the peli- 
ttbtiers, ill support of Ihe accusation, and 
Meters. Adoni and Kblan in behalf of 
Mr. justice Fox, appeared at the bar. 
The' learned judge himtelf took his seat 
belotf the centre of tbeUat. Mr. Roniilly 
ihini<^lately (ikitered upon the facts of the 
case* "He stjated he'was counsel for Mr. 
John FaWcetl, ^4 fen other persons, who 
prteented one of the petitions, complain- 
ing (rf hertiun jjteits of the conduct of Mr. 
Justice ^pi in* big judicial capacity, white 


earls above mentioned qH the nortte-weteern circuit, in the sum- 

gret, that it should b^ mbf of the yO^r iS03; m Ireland. Ihc 

to adhere to form, in actee Wltete firit wtnete ^ 

important in tei'ests of justice werd^' it ^ 
stake. • - ' 

' The Earl of Carlisle^ in paftfodlar^^lMi- 
verted to the advantage vdiich ' he 
ceived the accusing^ piirtles mute derive 
from tlie proceeding wMch took place in 
the former committee^ and ob^rved, 
if these were not to be, eommupi^ted to 
the accused, their lordships woiildbeme^ 
tataorpliosed from their former Capacity of j 


John Pewtfett above mentioned. He was 
r v^ riiordy esmMmod % when Mr, Johnson, 
clerk of the citewn for the county of Fcr- 
n^kgh, &c, was btought forward ; 
gteitliSnan wae examined in briet by Ml'. 
RdihillyY and" afterwards at greater length 
croBSi^afeiped by Mr. Adani,‘ on the part 
df Mr.t justice Pox. waa shortly ex. 
sSnhiied by 'Mr; RomiUy,>and was asked 
severd qucjtidns eh die part of ilieir lord- 


^sbip. .M[r. WilIiam.Armst,vong,*fino|hfr^f to investigate? ftp papara relative 

tli^etitiGne'rs/Wastheth*ird wiftbsacai^^ ft.tjbp rj^aira of thp Ijl6i3?i\ey ^tnd La Sou- 
DukP of Chremr. obje;ct^<tf \6 fte aiblpt VAist under fte c.op)in^d'of air II. 
e«^'j^iimttori of witness, as hp Pc^p.ba»ir Ordered to pripteej.-- Mr, 

oftlie petitfeb^p’rtii'dnd it waa a rule of .fte ^objaftpi fte ofliepof the chief sccre- 
hoiSe Jlhat nb 'peVitioher should he \e.v d^ryipjr Irplgnd, preseipted at the bar an 
engined' aka witness in his own . account of the money .expended in er|< 

• *LQrd Elienhorov^h considered ftis ftle i^h^l pfosjecutions in IreJand. .Qi-dered 

as ‘applying p^ly t<> th$ nvU causcj} 4 vhiQjl:i‘ ft pn ftp table — Lord W. RuwU 
caiilc before their lofdftliips. In tliP Pf|ufts. thought up the njinutps qf the evidence 
beloiv,' the evidence of a pro&ecpftr va* ta^pn bpfor^ thp committee qn die South 
alWayi' hfJfnissible ; and, ffpni anuip^, he Lainbpith Water-wprks bill, which was or- 
Vvas of opinion that the pr,ewnt. pfeiiupnprs dpred to fep printed ; and the further con- 
might b’e eafamined at fttbar^--rThf® siiieratW* pf ftp report^ was, on the luotio^ 

appeared to be of this opinion ; ftpi of Mr. Tiewpy^; ^ till Friday.—? 
coftriseK ^ho had. withdrawn, were ag^ln Cojpnpl Stanley, rqse to postpone fte mo - 
called' in. After ftey were caUejd ft, iionof which he ftid given notice for this 
bffweyer; the phint was argupd^at grpat day, to refer the report of thp copimitteo 
fength by Mr. Adpm iiiid I^r* Kofeo oft on fte. dtihp pf petition, &c. re^ 

the one side, aiid ^Ir, RoftHly on fte sp^tftg fte to the consider^ 

other. Their Idrdftips tliqii finally deefd- atftn a pon^ftifteq o/ the whole house, 
ed that the petiiioners'ftpvrd be p^raoift^ft undersftod that many gentlemen who 
The witness was again called li) ; Wt fte ftd not suppose It waa fixed for this day, 
farther , proceedings Werq adjp^rn^ uptil were ftsposed to deliver thtnr sentiments 
io-morrow, ^ upon it; in„orde^r that those gcniletncn 

* V SRs-tesK^ . , ftpuld ^ttend^ af he was desirouK to havo 

HOtrsE 6 v coiiiCtq^s, . ; fte. busine&it fully discussed, he was in- 

If hdimdatj, Jiine a/ ' ducpd ft postppiia it till to-worraw. Mr, 

[Mikutis*] Mr. CJltiarme, deputy ushcy p^veyiqh^rved, that as the object of his 
of the black rod, appear^ at fte '^r, find- preceding on tlie part qf fte petitioner 
ftmmoned' fte 'house to a.tleqd ftq was to invalidate an act of parliament, he 

of lords, to he’ar the royal as^nt give.Q hy wished thj^ evidence taken before the com* 
commission to cert&ui bills. The mitice to he presented, before the house 

on his return, ihformed fte hQuft,.ftakb^ shqidd into the considc, ration of the 
.had been in the house oflorft, subj^L^ Id order to afiord time tor this, 

fte royal assent given by fcornmfsslftV,^ fe^ftought it desirable fta^ ftq bon. gent. 's 
thh Perpetual Wine f>uty. hjll, ; the fto.tion postponed ftl Friday, 

. Duty bill; tlfe Amiy Commiftiohers*! Mn darvceq had qo doubt it would bq 
the Hull Dock bill ; aiid seyeral priv^ft fou^. mapy facts alJedged in the re^ 
bills.-^Lord Dowlas mbv^. fqr a ueMr ^rit pprtVere. Contradiction to tliq 

for the county lij Scot 1 ai><||^ i;> sJbC; Irish iyistillery bi)J, and 

the r6om of sir D. Carqeigiq^ biirt,^ decqaJlr ftj^ . Indfe. l?rce, l?oft bill, the Au* 
ed. Ordered.— Sir and 

lip a petition from fte . nqmlity, kegqrally rqad a, third time, and 

clergy, and freeholdeft. f^lte cou^^ ftp, que^l^ion that tl*p bill for 

CbriiWalf; on the suh^eSq]f^ ftwnS: hi Inland with 

port. Ordered tiqie^ ^ir. Foster 

vol,‘iv% P* it gftvq tOQ 

was committed and fte 9r<^ref^Jk %^ar fte grand jarfes. Ho 
be received ftr^troWir^S^^ If^riigrp “}!Wd» be read a third 

moved for an ac^qiont PvJthi tife^thfe daV ftt^e months. Colonel Bag? 

the of tl?| friend who 

sp9|e ias^ ,apd thought tH hill gave no 
Aprif, 5 ft of .ltgy, at{d^ffi;p| tp grand 

each iftfe ^ ati4. hop^d tWefere the bouse 

last, wjft ftl' third rcadingf .Sr Jh 

%fi^.wQrds^in favour of the 
.fiicueitdfeeat, vftfeh, wa$ carried withoiit a 



PAWL, debates, 

l^fr. Alexander brought up the report of| 
the coiQtniUee of «^ays and tlie 

resolutions were agreed to, and biUiwder- 
ed .ihcrcau. lie then brought up the Tax 
Collectors' Arneudnient bill, which -tras 
r(!acl a first time, and ordered to be read a 
8£;c;t)nd lime to-morrow. ' > 

[Middlesex Election.] Mr. Creeve^ 
presented a petition from certain freehold* 
era of the county of Middlesex in the in 
tercst of sir Frauds Burdette praying tha^ 
they nmy be allowed to defend the aeatof 
iho ho::, baronet, &c. The petition wat 
then read, setting forth, ** that the 
oners are freeholders of the touttty of Mtd-t 
dlesex, and claim to imve bad a right to 
vote at the last election of a knight of Uie 
fliire for the said eounty-; aud they are in^ 
fonned, that a petition^ signed by 6« B* 
Mainwaring, esq.. therein describing him* 
self a candidate at the said eleetipo, and 
others, has been presented to the boase^ 
complaining, among other things, of the 
election 'and return of sir Francia Burdett, 
baronet, to servo in pariianiont for the said 
county ; and that the petitioners have ols* 
served, by a notice, insestaci m the{«ondon 
Gazette on the 7th day of May last, by 
order of the speaker of the hoiiso, that 
after the presenting of the said petition, the 
said sir Francis Burdett, then being the 
sitting member for the said cdimty, did, 
on the 6th day of May last, under and by 
virtue of the provisions and enactments 
contained in the second section of an act 
of parliurrw^lit, passed in the iMtb year 
his present majesty, intituled, an actrfor 
the further regulation of the trials of con^ 
troverted elections or returns of member# 
to serve in parliament," inforni the houtfe^' 
by a declaration in writing, subscribesd 'by 
him, and delivered in at the tabled of Uih 
house, that it was not his intentii^n'to do« 
fond liis said election or return ; aqd 
fore praying, that under and by'^virtue of 
the provisions and enactments cont^nad 
inr Uie said hereinbefore 
they may be admitted' asv parties; tl^ 
room of tlie said sir FVanci# and 

be considered as 3ueh< to all ihtenta i^nd 
purposes whatever/* . v . ' ' ‘ 

Mr. Creevey gave 

intention to move to-morrow, that^the^bf* 
der which stands for Fnct^-yyi for 
pointment of a ballot to;ti^ the ifeerits^'cNP 
the Middlesex rieatiotii shall bed rdoharged; 
The hon. member added^ that he 
move that order to - be posip6n6fi 'tO:a>i^ 
fufe day,- with a Vjew. to aford a fair tbie 



to the parties to prepare and 
lists. 

, Tlw Speaker stated; in senswer to aqoes^^ 
tion .which had been put .to him, 
fdrmably.ta die ternu of ihe act, the pea« 
tinners in this case were, entitled 
riglitsthat belonged- to the candidate 
whose side they .came forward. 

. Alf. //• T/mr»ean wished the hon. menv- 
ber, who bad. notice of the . 

upon tbis'suhjcct would stato .the 
which he proposed to postpbpa;' the 
iihat stQod.for Friday, as he a^feheociecl 
wotihi be found to be the opinion of;^ ^ 
Chouse that ^e petitioners were not entidra 
the exchange of lists.*---Onief«d, tliat’tber 
' said p^titiouers be admitted parties in < 
room^of tho.satd sir Francis Burdett, hs^rii ; 
According to the prayer of the said petition; > 
[Petition raox the BaiVisn ^ 
SEUM, asavecTina Mr. Town let's Col-* 
EECTioK-.} The Mnster i>f ike Ro/is pry^ 
'sahted a petition from the trustees of the 
Efmslt Museum, praying, the aid of pas^ ,^ 
bament to enable them to. purchase thd* 
Coliectton of aiitient sculpture left by that 
ikte >Ir. Charles Towni^$ of Park- street^ 
i Westminster. Tlvia colk^ioa was not tm 
be rivalled in this couniry. It .waS Qm^ 
jwbich vied with, |>erhaps, any private" col^ * 
[lection of similar wortetd be met' with itf 
any part of Europe. Such an acifuisitiott 
\ta OUT national museum was. much wanted. . 
Fpmgners had long, since reniarked, that 
bur, country was pie' only areat scath: ol ; 
i Europe where' a public^ coll^ion of thor 
fomous productions of the antients, in th«s 
art of ^ulptntbV^ W 'uot to be fbund.r Iia 
the pW;^t eituatipn of Europei, and of 
: thi&couittiy^ U w«egfeaily tobe wished that 
we .mfght tevu wkhtn ourselves subjects itf 
U^at branch pf iW arta ftr^the stWyof out 
artiets>; andvpnder- Uiese circumstauceB the 
British .hm^soHoiteck the aid of 

paiIiab)eat^.,(^tfi»oti^ . 

wbu have thd'directiob olfthe adkira of the 
iaite^Mr^ T6wQiey,^Aaye ingmd^ r^ 
to di^liosbOf so 

don ks die tktlite the oa , 

ieraks dei^cMi reaiiilc^^ Having 4 

wdihiv him- jgk tor . 

^iiervb; diet h^ bveaot: at present wag ^ 
tO'mdv6|^ffvthat.the petition be-refetred to 
^omm|t(^/isnd;tha^ . 

matter thereeffaii^retmritht^ 

^all appear to them^ m 
Then tim sakjhne^tton was bfoogh^dp; and 
read setting mrtb, ^ thati by^lhe'^muni- " 
ficence^ potlioxnenti (be Slo^iais^ Opd 
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liarleian coDcctions of book8> manuscripts^ privilege were conferred upon their family 
pcords, coins, . medals, genis, and other ^ wi|^tfrantecL in the like cases, to the 
rare and valuable articles of ^icnce and famitiwFof sir llans Sloane and the carl of 
literature, have been heretofore purchased Oxford, by vesting in the heirs of the late 
at the public expence, ^ and placed as an pharles Towuley, esq. the po^ver of no- 
addition to the Cottonian library, under minating two trustees Of the British Mu* 
tlui care and management of the trustees seum in perpetual succession ; and that 
of the Britisii Museum; and that the col* the petitioners conceive it to be an object 
tectioQ.of Etruscan, Grecian^ and Roman of great national importance for the mi- 
aotiqultiesybelongingto thelatesir William ^rovement of the Hap arts, that a collect 
Hamilton, was afterwards purdmed by tioii oCandque sculpture, of such acknow- 
parliament in like manner, and vested ip lodged and uiirivalled excellence, should 
the same trustees, to be placed in the acquired ^ud preserved for public in- 

jgseiieral repository; and that matiy Jargi ^^^poction and use; and they have felt it the* 
and valuable ben^actions of bopks, coins, more ihcumbetit upon thtni to submit 
medals, and specimens of , natural l^istoi'y, these circumstances to the consideration of 
have since been received, froin tipie. to parliameni, w they believe it to be univer- 
tinie, so as nearly to. oedupy the whole of sally allowed, tb^t a collection ai this 
the building assigned for thoso pjiY^sps ;• branch of the dne arts, to which artists can 
tfaatwhcnbismajesty was graciously pleas* have free acceisis^ is much wanted in this 
' ed to direct that the Egyptian antiquities, countjry, and as the additional buildings, 
obtained in the last war by. the valour of alre^ . provided for bv the liberality of 
hia majesty's arms^ should be placed in the parHa|iiem, have been planned in a manner 
British Museum, a liberal aid was grants the best adapted for receiving such a coU 
by parliament towards the erection of a lection, and exhibiting it tothegreatestad- 
suitable addition to the present building, vantage." ^ 

^ well for the purpose of preserving these Sir n^lUam .Tmmg bore distinguished 
securely and conveniently, as also mr the testimony to the excellence of the collec* 
reception of other im;^ortant specimens of tton, and the great merits of Mr. 'I’ownley, 
the fine arts, already in the possession of not as a Collector only, in which respect 
the trustees, and to which it was' hoped hi$ merits were undoubted, but likewise as 
that material additions might be made from a judge of the arts, and of the greatest cor* 
time to time, wbicli building has been uu- rcctness of taste. The collection was worth 
derlaken accordingly, and will be nearly four times 20,0001.. He wished it to bo 
completed in the course pf ftie present recqmmended to the committee, to grant 
"year ; and that the lajte Caries Townleyr suHmient to purchase the whole collection, 
esq. .who was a trustee of the RritUhi mu* of which tjie articles of sculpture, though 
seum, did, in . his lifo-time, . by “succci^ful so eminent, formed but a part. The col- 
exertions,, and at a large expcuc€,\dgi1nig lection was superior to any private coller- 
e king course of years, form a moat veluav in this country, end even superior to 
We-colleclion of anciem sculptured.mar- any private one, Excepting four or five in 
bJes, which, for tlieir perfect condition, itself; the capital of the liberal arts, 

and exquisite taste# far exceed any {iriyaje If,, therefore^ the representatives of Mr. 
collection in this couiifiryrand are not enr;t Wpuld be willing to part with it, 

passed (as Jt, is belH»ved) by any wisbet} the committee to extend the 

equal extent in,£uFp^i' ihe,^ pUFchnse to the whole collection, 

mily of tlte late gf thtKolis observed, that 

whom this .cplleqwn jpu^hase wa# no .doubt desirable, 

Consequence of 4 represahUtibn iq them; but the ti^tees of the British Museum did 
that the preserving and exhibiting R to overstrain the liberality of 

public view in the. metropolis, would be paHiament, ^ A committee of the house 
highly advantageous to the c^ltiv^tion cd consider of the peti- 

the fine arts..fnd at .tb[e same titzio honpuiv tidpi and report to the house.- 
ablqto^th^l^mb^.of theirdfceinajd ^ •‘Basin ex or Ihjsii Clergy.] 
^illl^^^ayc;^pr^8ed their Consent to suW rose in pursuance of the 

lender this, Collection to the public, if par^ pbdee he heui ^ven relative to the resb 
Ojji^ent should he dispcdod'te purcb^elh^ in Ireland, and stated, 

:«ame at the sum of ii0,000l. being (sa they tfaai, it #as desirable a bill similar to that 
^tate) far less tlfan i\» Valhe| and like tox thoaamo purpose in this cquu* 



fry should be passed fpr that. The honour divine aervipe is pprfprmcd, are; 
able baronet stated the object of these mo- verally tlwfcoh, or Vere at the time 
tiouatobe, that the house should be put such p.1rishes were united, so far. as tw; 
iu full information previous to the discus, sutiie can be made out, in order to th^^ - 
sion of the measure for enforcing the resi- same being laid before the house early ia., 
deuce ut the Irish clergy, which a learned the next. session of parliament,” > ■\*' 

geiitleniau (Dr. Duigenaii) hud given notice Mr. James JFiizgerald warmly supported 
of his inteiuion to bring forward next the motion. He thouglit it evident that .. 
session^ but the adoption of which he had the protestant religion must decline in a 
expected this session. If the learned gen- country where there were catholic chapehr. 
tloman should not bring forward this'meu. for every pansh, and where many paristif^s 
sure early in the next session, ho felt it so were without protestant places of worship,’^ 
material to the intereist of the prote:»tant Mr, f^ansUtart did not purpose to Pp-^ 
establishment, that he should himself con- ||D8e tlie motion. He could not, boveviiir^ 
reive it his duty to bring it before the out remark, that the returns to tiie ordet* . 
house. The non-residence of the Irish would of necessity be vei*y imperfect;, as it' ’ 
clergy was a great grievance, but the union was. not long since the practice of making . 
of the parishes was still as mischievous, diocesan returns was established in Ireland.^ 
Thia practice of uniting parishes, merely in He was decidedly against any innovatiouf 
order to increase the revenues of individual by which the constitution of the church of 
ciorgyineu, was suchi that in soma cases Ireland might be aliercd. As to the othet" 
there were fourteen parishes under one topic mentioned by the hon. baronet, narne- 
pastor: of course there was but one pro- ly, that of the consolidation of livings iit 
testant church in that district, in which Ireland, he believed it would be found, bh‘ 

I here were l i catholic chapels. He sub. enquiry, that the metliod was extremely 
mitred to the liouse whether such a state salutary^' 

of things was calculated to forward the in* The Chancel/or of the Exchequer stated, it 
tcrest and doctrine of the church establish- was the full intentioirof an hon. and learn** 
merit. The hon. hurt, concluded with ed gent. (Dr. Duigenan) to propose tb^ 
mo\iiig, “ that there be prepared, a return mannft* alluded to by the lion, mover for" 
of the names of every dignity, prebend, enforcing the residence of the Irish clergy. -/ 
benefice, donative, and parocliial ch^pelry, Mr. Afexander said, that bishops in Ire*^ 
within the several dioceses of Ireland, and land often divided parishes that were toO' 
of all the persons posscbsing the same who extensive for the attendance of one rec-^' 
shall not have resided on such dignity, ■ 

piebt^nd, beneiice, donative, or parochial Sir George HUl bore testimony to th«r^ 
chapelry, during one year lust post, so far legular residence and laudable demeanouif^ 
as tiie several archbishops or bisliops may of the clergy in three dioceses of the north* 
be informed thereof, in order b) the same of Ireland, with which he was well 
being laid before the house early the next qnainted.^—Both the motions were agreed'' 
sesbion of parliament, by the registers of to. ' 

the several dioceses; distinguishing such [Prize Aosncy BttL.] The report df 
persons as have received licence or per- the prize agency bill was brought up, ahef’ 
nnsbion froni their diocesans for their non* seVeml alnendmcnts, introduce^dby sir VV^ 
refsideijce.” Also, that there be pre- Scott, were Sgreled to. 
pared, by the registers of the several dio- Jojutstone adverted to the chat^je' 

ceses ill Ireland, returns of the names, ajod, l|}ropght t^fore the bouse on a former 
ij umber of parishes comprized in each casion by adiidrul Cochrane against thia' 
unluii of parishes within their respective king’s proctor, alledging t^at he permitted 
dioce^‘8, the period of time when such hia partner, in many cases, to act for the ' . 
respective parjbhes were united, atid, the adverse party ; and animadverted in strong* 
authority under which such union ww ef- terms upon such a practice^ particularly in^ 
fccted, the number of acres of glebe which en officer who, accofding to the statem^t'^ - 
appertain to each ])arisb, and whether any Of the hon. mover of this bill, received nolt ^ 
glebe house is erected thereon, ,attd; the less than 13,000). a. year net profit from' 
distance at which such respective parishes his business. The hon. gent, remarked'' 
so united lie from each other, when such that when theebargi^pf gross ipalyersation/; 
parishes are not contiguous ; and whetiter which he alluded, to. was made, the Jearoed'^ 
and what number of churches in which gent, (sir Wui.’Scbtt)| did hot CQ^n;adict it. 





lie conchided with nioVing aiclause, that 
any proctor who shall allow his partner to 
take the a^lverse side, or who shall directly 
or indirectly receive any part of the profits 
from the prt)Gtor on the other side, or any 
other person, frball,iipon conviction thereof, 
be utterly excluded from the profession, 
and any place whatever he may hold in the 
admiralty or vicc^admiralty courts. And 
also that for every offence the offender shall 
forfeit ,5001. to be recovered on informa- 
tion, Arc. 


Sir fV. Si'ott did not see the lyccessitT lords. He added, that sliortly after the 

for this clause, as the practice it retevpA circumstance to W'hich he wasdeprxsing, he 

1 . • 111 1 - k;* : 


to was already pronounced illegal and was 
punishable on detection. lie had no ob- 
jection, however, to its import, and there- 
fore should not oppose it. — The clause was 
'adopted, the bill was gone through, and 
ordered to be read a third time to-mor- 
row. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LO%nS. 

Thursday^ June (>» 

[Conduct of Judge Fox.] Upon the 
order of the day being moved for their 
lordships to resume the examination of 
witnesses relative to the charge preferred 
against the honourable Mr. justice Fox, 
counsel and strangers were ordered to 
withdraw. Their lordships remained de- 
liberating near an hour; the leanted and 
Tenerable judge was then called in, and 
Mr. Rorailly re-commeoced the examina- 
nation of Mr. Armstrong, th& foreman of the 
jury, upon whose petition and complaint 
the present enquiry was instituted* Tlie 
witness ^yas first asked, whether, after he 
hud beard the evidence upon the indict- 
ment which had given rise to tl>e conduct 
of the learned Judge,, he could cousoieuti- 
. ously have found any of the prisoners gi4Ity I 
Mr. Adam objected to this question oa 
general, and it was waved^ The witness, 


on the igth of August, 16,0dt| ihat adcii^lf 
tional evidence, was gone into after the 

S lmd retired; that the witness^ 

man, delivered the verdict of acquittal,^ 
having l^en out about half , an hour. On 
.the 90th of August, thte day after the trial, 
Mr. ju5tieiil|(>x desired the dedt of the 
crown tK^'^lver to him a list of the petit 
■ jurors; Wheti he- bad received the' list be* 
d<tlij|fcd tho grand he and he 

' ’^atli^ed tho'' |)ettt jury as unworthy' of I 
^ Vbelieved osi hath# ua&t lo^adt 


the capacity of jurors* He also ordered 
the clerk of the drown to deliver the list to 
every succeeding judge, as consisting of 
men unfit Vb act as'jurors; also that* the 
high and under sheriff should have lists 
delivered to them, in order that it might 
be known the jurors were branded with in- 
famy by the verdict they hud given, and 
further, that their names should be posted 
up in the grand jury room. The witness 
stated, that he lm<l'i^en examined on this 
subject before a committe** of the house of 


on; being cross-examined, by Mr. Ad<M^, 

Stated, that the trial in qu^tioit took pisi^iliafy and^nstaut course to examine into 


and his brother jurymen applied to counsel 
for advice. Upon being asked when he 
hist saw the present petition, he said it 
was aa long after the trial as the summer 
of one of the jury brought it to him 

Ibr bis signature. He believed the nume 
of this juror was Fawcett. He admitted 
that in the psurt of Ireland in which he and 
the rest of the jury resided, though they ' 
did not receive the newspapers, they had 
means, of knowing what passer! in parlia- 
ment. He knew, before he signed ilie 
petition, that a' complaint had l>een inadu 
iu the house against Mr. justice Fox. lie 
said, Fawcettrand Weir brought the petition 
to him ; more of the jnry were present at“ 
the timer It was at the house of Mr. Rr id, 
an innkeeper; they met ia a parlour of the 
inn. He did not know who drew up the 
petition. Mr. Romilly submitted tliat the 
eouusel for the leurued judge had no right 
to pcess' tins course of enquiry. Mr. Adam 
contended, that as the jury, by preferring 
a joint complaint' against the learned judge, 
were united as plaintiffs in the same cause, 
v^atever any of them had done or said^ 
wa» capable of being proved, and wa^i 
equally applicable to all. 

Lord Kii^nivrough said, diere could be 
BO question with regard to the competency 
of the evidenced In all prosecutions car- 
ried hicriminal coorts, it was the ordi- 


dia motives by which the prosecutors wercs 
actuated i It it appeared that they held 
private assemblies, and consulted, secretly 
to^ttiier, it was'a most pregnant and ira- 
porcan^ fadt in the consideration of the 
dharge s it indii^ated the motives the pro- 
tutors^ had in view; it shewed that the 
prossEOMiion, instead of being founded in a 
senstr of private injuiy and a regard to 
public justtcl?, proceeded from malice, ill 
diih or some other impure motive. Not 
only the assembly or meeting of the proses 
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cutors was an act material to be proved, 
but the declarations of any of them ac- 
companying such act were important. The 
objection to the evidence, therefore, would 
not bear an argument. The witness pro- 
ceeded to slate, that he did not know who 
drew up the j)etition, or who gave instruc- 
tions for it. They employed an utlorney, 
who sometimes lived in Dublin, and some- 
times in I'erinanagh. This attorney was 
the lather df one of the jurors. The wit- 
ness was asked, whether he had given tlie 
same kind of evidence before the commit- 
tee of the house of lords t 

I.ord nawMfuty thought it irregular to 
refer to the evidence given before the com- 
mittee. 

The Duke of Clarence intirnate<l, that, as 
the question had been objected to by a 
noble lord, it would be proper for ihc; 
learned counsel to withdraw it. 

Mr. Adam contcndotl, that he had a 
riglit to at-k tlie question, in order to com- 
jjare the evidence given by the witness 
now, with that which had been given be- 
fore. It was a course of examination which 
went to the credit of the witness's testi- 
mony. lie therefore thought, with suh- 
niission, that their lord&hips would allow 
him to i)rocec<l. Mr. Nolan suppoittul 
his arguments. Mr. Rom illy was heard 
on the other side. 

'riie Lord Chancellor said, their lordships 
were called upon by the <-ounsel for the 
learned judge to direct that to be done, 
which they had said should not be done. 
I’hcir lordships had refused to communi- 
cate the evidence taken before the coni- 
iTiittce, and yet tliey were desired to sutler 
the counsel to ask questions which would 
oblige the witness to repeat his evidence 
over again. 

liord Min(o observed, iliat he ^vas not 
aware their lordsliips Imd ever come to any 
such decision. lie did not know they 
had ever passed any vote upon tlie subject. 
He certainly recollected a noble lord's 
moving a queslit)n of the kind, but their 
lordships adjourned without agreeing to 
it. It was brought on again, but no reso- 
lution was adopted. He was of ouinion 
that it -was a question which required iur- 
ther deliberation ; it Was important to 
substantial justice that it should be recon- 
sidered ; not to do so w'ould, he conceived, 
be a sacrdice of justice to forms. The 
only ground of argument stated for refus- 
ingto publish the evidence bclore the com- 
mittee was, that it was a secret ctimmillee. 
VoL V . 


Why was ft called a secret comm^tee? 
Sure he was, it did not bear that character; 
nor was there, in its proceedings, any cir* 
ciinistance from which it could, with pro- 
priety, have been so denominau d. It was 
so far secret, that out of regard to the 
learned judge, it was fleemed proper not 
to publish the evirlence before Ihcir lord- 
ships hail determined upon the enquiry at 
their bar ; but the motive for secrecy ceas- 
ed, the moment their lordships were pf 
opinion there ought to be a public investi* 
gallon. As it was a proceeding connected 
with the aclmiiiistration of public justice, 
the character of jmblicity naturally attach- 
ed to It, He hoped therefore that house 
would deliberate on tlic jiropriely of pub- 
lishing tlie proceedings of the committee. 
It was obvious that if it was not published, 
the learned judge would have to defend 
himself at a very great disadvantage; 
whilt*, on the other hand, every advantage 
would be aftbrded to the j^etitioners : while 
the evidence was kept secret, it was diffi- 
cult even to know who the petitioners 
were, or whether it was the cause of the 
petitioners themsejlves, or of other parties. 
He alluded particularly to a noble marquis 
who was an accuser upon this occasion. 
'I’boir lordships could not but be sensible 
that the accusers and the accused did not 
stand on equal grounds, because the for- 
mer were acquainted with tlie whole of the 
evidence given before the committee, while 
the latter was entirely ignorant of it. 
Their lordships too were placed in an rm- 
barrassiiig and delicate situation, from 
which nothing but the publication of the 
evidence could relieve lliein ; they had the 
evidence, but it should be recollected that 
it was given ex parte ; it was the evidence 
of the accusers, who consequently had 
never been cross-examined. Their Irrd- 
sliijis came to the in\estig;Uion with that 
'impression v\liich three weeks evidence, 
not cross-examined, was calculated to pro- 
duce. 'The objection m this case was not 
of the same force as in ordinary ca^es, for 
though the evidence: gi\cn betore a grand 
jury was ex parte, they d.d not conumiiii- 
cate it to the petit jury who tried * tln-ir 
lordships, as t-iand jury, l.-card ti.e 

ex parte evidence, and then, with that pre- 
vious impression, proceeded to try the ac- 
cused. This he conceived wrong, and 
therefore he hoped their lordships would 
lake the subjc’ct into their serious consi- 
deration. 

Lord Sidmouth said, the house was at 
N 
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liberty to deliberate again on the eubject active mind, he would easily draw from the 
of the noble lord's speech, as no formal witnesses every thing they had stated in 
decision had taken place. He bad under- the former cominitleo. In order to enable 
stood that a general admission had been their lordships to come to a decision on 
made, as to the difliculty of publishing the the main question, it was necessary that 
evidence, not arising merely on the point some noble lord should make a motion 011 
of form, but other obstacles which stood in the subject, and he felt it very dilficult to 
the way. lie was however of opinion, form an opinion as to what the purport of 
that an adherence to forms xvould ulti- that motion should be. It had been pre- 
inateiy be aiu nded with most suljsUntial posed on a former ix:casion to revive the 
justice. TIjc evidence before the corn- committee, niul whether that was the mode 
mittcc had been taken, in order to enable which ought now to be taken, he did not 
their lordships to judge of the propriety of pretend to decide. He rnninded their 
pursuing the enquiry. It was now pro- lordships, however, that in coming to a 
posed to use that evidence for a diflerent decision on this case, they would establish 
purpose. As to the circumstance of the a precedent which would a]>ply to all case* 
iearncdjudge being iguorant of facts known generally. Every word ot tlie evidence 
to the petitioners, it was an inconvenience taken before, the committee might have rC" 
to which every person accuat d was subject, donndtd to the honour and cr(;dit of Mr. 
He was of opinion that there was not suf- juj^ice Tox ; bijt in making this supposi- 
fn'ient ground to induce their liirdships to tioii, their lorclslnp were aware that the^ 
publish the evidence. rule of furnishing evidence might he ap- 

'I'he Karl of Carlhle observed, that the plied to cases of a very dillerent nature, 
evidence on tlie enquiry before the com- Lord EtUnboroygh'A.gxvi*(\ with the uoble 
mittee ought to be as public as the siiu at and learned lord, that the question should 
noon -day. Why were short-hand writers not now be put ; but he was of opinion, 
employed to take down the evidence, it it that, unless the forms of tin? house pre- 
was afterwards to be kept a profound se- eluded such questions, the general law ot 
ere?. lie w£is of opinion that their lord- evidence authorized the counsel to put. 
bhif s, in justice to the learned and respcc- them. He thought that the committee liad 
table magistrate at the bar, ought to allow already come to a decision on the question 
him the bcnetit of his counsel having the of furni^hi^g a copy ot the evidence; but, 
whole of the evidence before tliem. as that was not the case, he hoped they 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire considered would determine it without further delay, 
the publication of evidence, so entirely Lord observed, that the propiK.ly 

ex parU as that taken before the committee, of furnisliing a copy of the evidence betoro 
to be extremely improper. the former comiiuttec, and the right of tlir 

Spencer urged the measure of fur- counsel to put such questions as that now 
nisbing the learned judge at the bar with a undt r considoiation, formed, in his npi- 
copy of the evidence taken before the for- uiou, two separate points of discus.ston. 
mor committee. He also thought, that the lie now moved that the c.hairman do h ave 
present evidence should be printed for the the chair; and gave notice, that ho would 
yse of the house. , io-moii\nv make a motion for review'ing 

Lord Ilawhesbury had no objection to the former committee. — After some coii- 
thc evidence now going on being made v''rsation, this motion w as agreed to. — ^The 
public. It was not like that before the lord chancellor having taken the woolsack, 
former committee, merely an examination a conversation arose on the form of the 
in chief. The wiine.sses at the bar were motion. 

subject to a crosvexumiiiallon, and there- Lord IJaichcsbuty was of opinion, that 
fore their evidence wouhl go to the world the object of reviving the conimilice should 
with all the colouring the parlies on either be expressed 111 the motion, whether it was 
side could give to it. to be laying the evidence on the tabic, 

The Lord Chancellor stated, that it was or coiOniiinicating it to the learned judge- 
ab'solutely necessary their lordships should If it was produced at all, he thought it 
come to some decision on the subject undei should he ])rinted. 

COU 8 J deration; but it was his ojiinion, that l.ord FAlenhoroitgh suggested that the 
in the mean time the question proposed evidence should he on the table for the in- 
the counsel should not be put. If the speclioii and reference of the counsel on 
learned counsel were permitted to put such both sides. 

questions, it was evident, that, witlx his Lord Minto was at present inclined to 
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make the production of the evidence, and 
tlje future application of it, the ground of 
two separate inoiions. 

1 he Karl of Carlisle gave notice, that he 
would, to- morrow, present a petition from 
Air. jublice Fox, praying, that the evidence 
taken before the former committee might 
be printed. — On the motion of lord Auck- 
land, the evidence hitherto taken at the 
bar of the hotisc was ordered to be printed. 

• — Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

T/iursdai/, June 6‘. 

[Minutes.] Sir Lawrence Parsons was 
.•^worii, and look his seat, on his re-elec- 
tion, after accepting the olhee of one of 
the commissioners ol the treasury in Ire- 
land. — Mr. Brooke presented peiitioiis 
from 39,000 clothiers ot the county of York ; 
and fnjrn the clotliiers of Somerset, Glou- 
cester, and Wilts, ill f.ivour of the bill re- 
lating to their trade now before the house. 
Mr. Brooke observed, that the contests 
now existing had lasted for thiee years.. 
What he wished was, an equitable arrange- 
ment betw’oen masters and v\orkinen; he 
washed the law to be icduc(‘(l to a com- 
pendious system, so that the masters and 
wojkmen may be able to muiervtaiid it. 
Mr. II. [.iasteljc'.s Ihought the pres<mt pe- 
iiod of the session too late for introilucing 
a lull of siieli magnitude ; he thought ar- 
liingcnient neresbury, and the subject of 
suhicient magnitude to engage llic atten- 
tion of g()\ eminent. Sir R. Buxton and 
admiral Berkeley spoke to the same elfect; 
the Litter objected to the bill, as putting 
a slop to the use, of all machmery. 'Phe 
])etitions were oulcred to lie on llie table. 
— On tiie motion of sir Price, tlio re- 
])(n t of the committee on the bill for the 
completion <d the London docks was or- 
dered to be re-coimnitted to a coimnittee 
of the whole house. — On the motion ot 
Air. Tierney, tlie further consideriition ot 
the report of the cominitlee on the Cam- 
berwell Waterworks was put oif till Mon- 
day. —On the motion of Mr. Baker, 
the bill for regulating c ontracts plating 
to tlie poor was ro-coinrnitted.^Soirie 
amendments were made in the committee, 
and the report ordered to be received to- 
morrow. Mr. Brooke niov(?d that the 
bill for regulating the Woollen Alanufac- 
tiire be read a second time on Monday 
next. — Sir Robert P*uxtoii moved as an 
ameiicInieiU; that the bill be read a second 


time this day three months. Mr. Brooks 
hoped the hou. baronet would withdraw his 
motion, in order that the opiriiuns of gen- 
tloinen might be collected, for the purpose 
of preparing a bill of general arrangement 
against the next session. Mr. IL Lu^celles 
wished tiju amendment to be witlidrawn, 
with a view to turn the attenuon of his 
majesty’s government to this subject, for 
the purpose ot a complete arrangement 
early in tlie ne.xt session. Sir II. Bu.xton 
toiisonted to witlidnuv his amendment. 
Admiral Berkeley consented to put off the 
.second rending till Monday, with a view 
to ascertain the simtiments of government, 
but with the dctenniualion to mc»ve, that 
it should then be fuitlier put olt till that 
day three months —Mr. Cieevey imned 
that the order for taking into considera- 
tion the petitions compLiming of an undue 
election in the county of Middlesex be put 
off from to-morrow till to-morrow se'n. 
night. Ortlcred. — Mr. Huskisson w'lslicd, 
that, in consideration of the absence of 
the chancellor of the exchequer, from in- 
disposition, the discussion on the Duke of 
AtholPs claims, with respect to the Isle of 
Man, should be put off till to-morrow. 
After some observations from lord Temple 
and Mr. Cm wen, as to the length of time 
this aff.iir hiul been pending, the further 
coiisuleralKm was tixed for to-morrow.— 
On the motion of Mr. \Vhitbread, some 
additional accounts relative to balances 
in the hands id’ the receiver-general of the 
customs wore ordered. Mr. Whitbread 
also mured, that there be laid beJbre the 
house an account of the persons in whore 
names the navy and victualling bills funded 
ill 1793 iir.d 179b hud been written up at 
the bank hut on iIk' suggestion of Mr. 
l, 4 Uig and Mr. Rose, lie chang'd his ino- 
tiin into a notice for to-iuurrow. — Mr. 
Uov-e brouglit up the rcjiort of tlie com- 
mittee on the Tish Bounty bill. On the 
motion of Mr. A’ansittart, this report was 
ordered to be taken into further considera- 
tion on Monday. — ^i)n life motion ot Air. 
Vaiibiltart, the committee on the Dublin 
Police bill was put off till to-morrow. It 
w'us ordered that the house should to-riior- 
low’ resolve itstdfiiUo a coiimnttee, to con- 
sider of certain grants for secict services 
ill Indand. — Mr. Sturges Bourne brought 
up the Loyally Loanrompensatioii bill, and 
the bill lor completing the Crinan Canal ; 
whicli wa re read a lirst time, and ordered 
to be read a second time to-morrow ; also 
the bill tor defraying the cliarges of Pay 
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nnd Clothing of the Militia of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, the bills for Allowances 
to Subaltern Oihcers of Militia in Great 
Britain and Ireland, and the bill for the 
better cullectioii of the Duty on Paper in 
Ireland. — On the motion of Mr. Foster, 
the house went into a committee to con- 
sider of tile best means for improving the 
rinrbbur of Howth, near Dublin. A sum 
not exceeding 10,0001. Irish, was ordered 
to be advanced out of the consolidated 
fund of Ireland for this pur|iOse. The re- 
port to be received to-inorrow. — 'I’hc Irish 
Jlorse and Dog Duty bdl was reported, 
and ordered to be read a third lime on 
Monday. — On the motion of Mr. Huskis- 
son, the house went intv> a committee on 
the Spanisli Wine Duty bill. Mr. l>r(K)ke 
wibbeil the additional (luty on .Spanish wine 
to be reduced from l‘2l.to lOl. a ton. jMr. 
Huskisson could not agree to tins proposi- 
tion, which was resisted by sir C\ Price 
also, as unfavourable to the fair trader. 
i\Ir. Brooke’s pR>position was negatived, 
and the duty fixed at i;2l. per ton. The 
report was ordered to be received to-mor- 
row. — Mr. 1. II. Browne moved that there 
be laid before the house a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of the committee for making roads 
in the Ilighlaiids of Scotland ; which was 
agreed to. — ^’fhe Knglisli and Irish Felons 
Escape bill went through a committee, and 
was ordered to be reported to-morrow, — 
A message from the lords announced their 
concurrence in several piivate bills; and 
also requested that the house w’ould per- 
mit sir Janies Stewart, hart, and the right 
bon. sir John Stewart, bai t. to attend the 
committee of the house of h^rds on Mon- 
day next, for the purpose of being exa- 
mined on the address proposed to his ma- 
jesty, relative to the diarges exhibited 
against tlie hori. Luke Fox, one of tin. 
judges of the common pleas in Ireland, 
respecting bis cc-iiduct on the circuit in the 
summer of 1803, if they thought proper. 
On the motion of Mr. Bankes, the lords’ 
messengers weie. informed by the speaker, 
that the house would scud anaijswerby 
its own messeniiers. 

. [i’ ADDINGTON Canal Coal Bill.] On 
the motion of Mr. Huskisson, the house re- 
solved itsclt into a committee on the re- 
port (*f the select rommittee, for allowing 
tlie iinponation of coal, to a certain ex- 
tent, by the grand junction canal. 

Sir linfph Milbuuk disapprovetl of every 
tiling that tended to diminish the working 
of the nurihcrn collieries. A diminution 
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of the shipping and seamen employed in 
conveying coals must follow. This trade 
was the best nursery of seamen, and the 
men engaged in it being accustomed to very 
dangerous seas and coasts, were particu- 
larly fitted for the most arduous services, 
as the best officers of the navy allowed. 

I\lr. Huskisson stated, that the limited 
conveyance of 50,000 tons by the Paddiiig- 
ing canal this year, was intended to en- 
able the house to form a judgment whe- 
ther tlie pror.uring a more certain sup- 
])ly of coals to London, in this way, is 
likely to be attended with any mischief to 
the coasting coal trade. 

Sir fF. Riillfi! said, the friends of the 
t oasting coal tiade were (*bliged to accede 
to the conveyance of this limited quantity, 
in the feai that the government would im- 
pose severer restiAuits upon tlicm. 

Mr. Jlurdon tonsented to go into the 
committee, but was sure this measure 
would prove com})lelely inadequate. 

Spenen^ Stftn/tope hoped the public 
discussion would take place in tluj next 
session. lie did not tliink there w'ould 
Te a disposition to enlarge the (luaiitity to 
he imported in this way, at a duty of 
lOs. 2cl. per ton. 

Mr. Huskisson moved, that 50,000 ton 
be allowed to be brought by the Padding- 
ton canal, paying a duty of 10s. t?d. per 
ton, being the duty now paid per chalclion 
on coals brouglit coastways. He stated, 
that the reason of charging the duly in 
tiiis instance by the ton was, that the coals 
brought in this way were too large to be 
measured. — The motion was agreed to, 
and tlie report ordered to be received lo- 
morrow . — Adjo iirned . 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

//7f/r///, June 7 • 

[Continental Conn l.vions,] Lord CV<- 
f’j/sfbrt asked wliether any information was 
intended to be laid before the bouse, re- 
lative to the negociation w'itli Russia. 

Lord Mufgravc rejilied, tliat he was not 
authorized to make any communication on 
the subject. 

Lord Cary^ort then gave notice, that on 
Thurllky se’nuight, he should submit a 
motion tp their lordships relative to the 
Russian treaty; and their lordships were 
Hccordiqgly suiiimoned for that day. 

[CospucTov Judge Fox,] The ordey 
of the day being moved for the house to 
resume the consideration of the charge 
against Mr. justice FoXj 
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Lord Minto said, he rose in consequence 
of the notice he had given last night, to 
submit to thc’ir lordships a motion relative 
to the publication of the proceedings before 
the committee appointed to examine into 
the subject matter of the accusation against 
the learned judge ; and when ho consider- 
ed its importance, not only as it regarded 
that learned j>cTSon, but the public at large, 
and the administration of justice, he scarcely 
could entertain a doubt of success. It 
was his object to urge the reconsideration 
of the evidence which hud been given be- 
fore the committee, lie wished that the 
secret or select committee, or by whatever 
<»ther name it was called, should be re- 
vived, witli instructions to report the evi- 
d<*iu:e of the witnesses. As many of the 
witnesses were to be re-examiiied, it would 
undoubtedly be of great utility to have that 
evidence knovMi to their lordships, lie 
confessed he had an ulterior object, which 
was the communication of the evidence to 
tiu; parlies at the bar. 'I’lie ground on 
which he desired to have that evidence 
jjublj.'hcd was, that without it the parties 
would not stand on an c<iuai footing; the ac- 
cus(‘d would not have the same advantage 
in malting his defence as the petitioners 
woulil have in preferring their complaint. 
IJc had heard it said, that the. law of Kug- 
land did not profess to put the accused and 
llie accu er in the same situation. Me was 
aware there must bo some disparity with re- 
gard to their knowledge of the facts, but it 
w'as nevertheless greatly to be regretted 
vvhen that was the case. It was consonant 
to the general spirit of the laws to pul Ibem 
on an equal fooling. I’he ditforcnce in 
the piesent case was, that the accusei-s 
could put questions with reference to evi- 
dence, of which the accused must be com- 
pletely ignorant. He contended, that it 
was the universal practice, that every per- 
son undev accusation should have an ot>- 
portunity, by cross-examination, of trying 
the credit ofthe lestimony preferred against 
linn. Of this advantage the Jcuriied judge 
was deprived, lie laboured also under 
another inconvenience, he was tried by 
judges who had heard evidence which he 
had not heard, and had no op0)rtuiiity 
of cross. cxiuiiining. It was necessary that 
the learned judge's counsel shoulclhave the 
means of observing upon the evidence 
given before the coinmittetj. Ilis proposi- 
tion, therefore, was, that he bhoiild be 
placed on the same footing, as to the means 
of his defence, with every other person 
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accused. He was not aware, that any rule 
or resolution of their lordships stood iu 
the way of such a proposition, Jt could 
only be by the publication of every part of 
the evidence, that the ultimate judgment 
of their lordships could be satisfactory. 
'Fhere were two modes, either of which 
might bo adopted ; the one was, to give 
the parties access to the papers ; the other 
was, to print them. He preferred the lat- 
ter, and, consequently, he should conclude 
by moving, “ that the committee be re- 
vived, with instructions to report the evi- 
dence.” 

Lord Ilawheabtirtf observed, that it was 
unnecessary to enter into any discussion 
upon the question. He wa^ inclined to 
think, that tile inconvenience on both sides 
which would attend the publication of tho 
papers would much exceed any advantage 
to be derived fiom them. He w'as, how- 
ever, ready to admit, that there was no 
resolution or standing order of the house 
contravening their publication, and there- 
fore, as be understood there were many 
noble lords who thought it w^ould be use- 
ful, and us the learned judge had presented 
a petition to that etlcot, he should not re- 
sist the motion of the ncble lord. 

Lord stated, that if his first motion 
should be acceded to, it was his intention 
to mo\e that the evidence be printed. 

Earl Spencer said a few words in support 
of the motion, and stated, that it bad al- 
ways been Iiis wi&li that the evidence should 
be printed. 

The Lord Chancellor would not sanction 
with his vole a proceeding which he con- 
ceived to be contrary to the forms of the 
bouse. 1 f, however, the motion was agreed to, 
it was not to be understood, that, in adopt- 
ing such a proceeding, their lordships threw 
any disciedit on the witnesses. It w^s to 
be acceded to, not on that ground, but on 
account of the peculiar circumstances in 
which the house was jjiaced. Every re- 
spect was due to the character and situa- 
tion of the leai riec! personage wiio was the 
object of the present proceedings ; but pro- 
tection WHS also due to e\ cry oim? of his 
majesty's subjects ; and he therefore trust- 
ed, that no inference to the discredit ofthe 
I witness would be attempted to bo drawn, 

' whatever might be the result of the pre- 
sent motion. His lordship thou observed, 
that the application which had been made 
by the counsel at the bar was not recon- 
cilcable to any general principle, analogy, 
or iisi^e of the courts of law. It never 
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was pretended, that depositions taken on 
a previous enquiry could be demanded 
fromajudge on the trial of a person accused. 
Any publication of such proceedings was 
illegal, and their lord^hips would recollect, 
that the law did not authorize the publish- 
ing of evidence while a trial was pending, 
hilt permitted it after all ihi’ proceedings 
were concluded. If then the present mo- 
tion be adopted, let it be unden tood thiit 
it passed with tlicir lordships’ acquiescence, 
but by no means with any authority. He 
knew, from the "petition which had been 
presented, that it was the desire of Mr. 
justice Fox the evidence should be made 
public, and he knew that the well-inforin- 
od mind and eminent talents of that learned 
person fully quaiified him to judge what 
was best to be done in his own cause ; but 
Iheir lordships must recollect, that by tlieir 
decision, they w'ould establish a general 
rule which might apply to persons whose 
understandings and talents might render 
them by no iiiean.'^ o cajjable of forming a 
proper opinion of th** .tsc they ought to 
adopt under similar i ‘tHiKCsr. In 
consequence of the proccedm,/- whicli had 
already taken place, it must be admitted 
that some of their lordships possessed an 
parte knowledge ol the evidence. It had 
been better that this had not been the case, 
but ho could assure their lordships, that 
the vole he should' give on the close of the 
proceedings, if they ever did come to u 
conclusion, should be one founded only on 
the justice of tiie case, and unmixed by 
any influence aredng out of tlic previous 
investigation. 'I'liis be could protnisc fioin 
a mind disciplined to such discrinniiatiuns; 
but he was far from d<Mi)ing, that it was 
possible imj)ressions might remain with 
other minds less exercised in (hcisions. 
Jlis lord.diip maintained, that there was no 
means by wbiih pupers jinnicd lor the use 
of their lordships could be icgnlarly fur- 
nished to other persons, 

ljj\\\‘JUl(uhoruitif/i dnl not think it neces- 
sary lor him todcclaic, that the vote which 
he should give, on the conclusion of this 
most solemn prcH:ec(iing, would be ground- 
ed on u strict regard to justice, lie trusted, 
that his general conduct, that the impor- 
tant obligations imposed upon him by his 
rank, character,, and situation, affonlcd a 
euihcieut pledge, that Ins mind could be in- 
fluenced by no other motive. With regard to 
the question now before the house, he was 
far from feeling the dilTicaltics which pre- 
aeiited themselves to the mind of his noble 


and learued friend. The ends of ** sub- 
stantial justice’' required, that the former 
evidence should be communicated to both 
parties, unless some positive regulation of 
the house prevented it : but so far was this 
from being the case, that their lordships 
had alrearly ordered copies of the petition, 
and charges against Mr. justice Fox, to be 
delivered to him. Surely, if it was right 
to furnish him with written papers, there 
could be no irnpnqn ieiy in giving him such 
as were printed. If, however, their lord- 
ships thought right to confine themselves 
so strictly to analogy, tlic minutes of ihe 
evidence might bo tonimunicated to Mr. 
justice Fox in writing. Hut as to the 
question of furnishing papers, |)nnlcd for 
the use of theii lordships, to otln i per- 
s(ms, that he lajii&. h'rcd to hi: ‘idiy de- 
cided by the nsagi' of tl'c c. J'or 
several veins he had Ij'c * *'! (lie daily 
habit ol icteivii)!^ pr;:sn. u coniriiumca- 
lions from iaaiac. Dining the trial 
r)f Mr. UaoiUig*^, he leceived every day, 
a printed copy of the evidtaice, wjiich 
was pnntt d for the use of the ln»use only, 
Tliib communication wa.'^ absolutely nc- 
tes.'Uiy, to enable the counsel to manage 
that important tiial ; and it was with ibc 
pcrlect knowlctige of the house that they 
possessed it. Ho was seen with it at the 
bar, and it frequently was his duty to com- 
ment upon It. 'riu re were, therefore, two 
precedents in ])oiiit, in the present case, 
in which their lordships had furnished a 
person accused with written communi- 
cations ; another, m which printed copies 
of evidence had been delivereil to the 
accused parly. No reasonable apj^reben- 
sion coultl be i-TircMtained of any pioeerd- 
ing of tlieir lonhdiips’ bouse having an in- 
lluence on tliceonduct ot the courts below ; 
the pr:iv'-tiee of these courts was guided by 
[ rules wl. Ai longpiescription had establish- 
ed. Ihit tbeir lordships must recollect, 
that they were now placed in a situation 
so anomalous, that no example, drawn 
fiom the practice of courts of law, could be 
expected to apply to d. It had been llie 
lot of ihfcir lordsliips, in the course of the 
proceedings on this important case, to 
sustain very diflerent characters. One 
character, at the commencement of the 
proreedhigs, had been ussiiined from the 
most honourable of motives ; and if blame 
was imputable in that stage of the business, 
he was proud to take his share of it. 
Their lordships were of opinion, that an 
aicusaiion against a person, whose rank 
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aiid character were so truly respectable as 
that of the learned judge, ought not to be 
entertained without much delicacy. It 
was not unnatural to suppose that future 
accusations might possibly be made by 
persons whose talents ami jtidgment might 
have less weight with the house, and who 
could not claim the attention which was 
due to the uohle manpiis. It Wiis, there- 
fore, anxiously wished to protect, by a 
previous enquiry, persons in the situation 
of th<i learned Judge, from vexations pro- 
ceedings, instituted on frivolous charges. 
With all the imperfections tluit belonged to 
that previous proceeding, it had the 
advantage of establishing one uselnl pre- 
ledent. — It demonstrated their lordships' 
detcririinalion to prevent .any judge from 
being lightly accused. If this \\ as an error, 
it was an honourable error, and one which 
originated in the best of motives. Their 
lordships were now in tho situation of 
judges of the law, and the fact : In nddi- 
tioii to tliat, they had formerly taken upon 
tli('in>elves the churacter of grand jurors, 
and it was naturally to be supposed that 
the evidence to which tliey had listened in 
the latter chaiacter, must have made some 
ex parte impression on their minds. To 
furriisli the learned judge with copies of 
that evidence, was not throwing any dis- 
eiediton tlie witnesses, bet it v\as fit their 
lordships should have an opportunity oi 
comparing the (?xprc&sions they then used, 
with those they Nvould now employ upon 
farther consideration. i>ucli a comparison 
was necessary, to enable llie bouse to form 
an opinion of the character, and credit 
wliich were due to the evidence of each 
witness adduced on the part of the piose- 
j utioii. In a proceeding so entirely new, 
and anomalous, the mhans of such a coiii- 
parison certainly would not be denied, if 
it could be afforded consistently with the 
regulations ol the house. The present mo- 
tion went no farther, than to bring the 
evidence before their lordships. Wlun 
the proceedings should be on the table, 
it would be lime to determine, whether or j 
not they should be printed ; but he was l 
incapable of conceiving how any mischief j 
could arise from their being printed, and 
furnished to the learned judge. He had 
already shewn that such a course was au- 
thorized by precedent ; and he was con- 
vinced, that, m adopting it on the present j 
occasion, no form of their lordships' house ; 
could possibly be violated. j 

The Lord Chancellor wished to know 
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whether the printed papers his learned 
friend had received on the trial of Mr. 
Hastings had been furnished to him with 
the judicial kuowl^idgc of the house ? Hit 
lordship also observed, that the moment 
the motion for printing the evidence 
should be adopted, he should conceive it 
to be his duty to make a motion to pre- 
vent copies from going into the hands of 
jiny other persons than their lordships. 

Lord FJlenhorough said, tlie printed pa- 
pers he received on Mr. Hastings's trial 
w< re furnished with the cnlire knowledge 
of the house. To remove all doubt oik 
that subject, he observed, that having 
occasion to refer to part of the proceed- 
ings wliich \v.^s not printed, he was ia- 
fornuid, by order of the house, that it 
would be printed in the Appendix. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that, for his 
own direction in the situation in which 
he was placed, he should })ut the question 
to the house, whether papers printed for 
their lordships could be communicated to 
other persons ?— After a few words from 
lord Auckland, lord llawkesbury, and lord 
Minto, the motion lor reviving the cou*- 
rnittee was agreed to. The committee 
was then ordereil to meet to-morrow, and 
the house adjourned to Monday. 


lIoUSK OF COMMONS, 

Friday, June 7 • 

[Minutes,] A message from the lord# 
informed the house that their lordships had 
agreed to the Irish Stamp Duty bill, and 
the lri«h Excise Licence bill, without any 
amendments. — On the motion of sir Charles 
Ence, the house went into a committee df 
the whole house on tlie report of the peti- 
tion for the improvement of the port of 
London ; and .agreed to a resolution that a 
fu. lher sum of (>0,0001. be granted out of 
{he consolidated fund for that purpose. 
'Lhe house being resumed, the report was 
ordered to be received on Monday.— Mr. 
Kosc brought up a bill for rendering per- 
petual the several acts relative to the Ma- 
nufacture of bailclotli in Great Britain. 
Read a first time, to be read a second time 
on Monday, — M r. Rose also brought in a bill 
for contmuing the act regulating the Ex* 
portalion and Importation of Corn between 
Great Britain and Ireland. Read a first 
time, to be read a second time on Monday. 
— Serjeant Best brought up a bill for a- 
memiing the act of the 4th of his majesty 
leluiise to Bankrupts entitled to Privileges 
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parliament. Read a first time, to be 
read a second lime on Thursday. — A per- 
son from the office of the chief secretary 
for Ireland presented a copy of all cor- 
respondence between the directors general 
of inland navigation and the directors of 
the ijrand canal in Ireland. Referred to 
the committee appointed to consider of 
the state of the grand canal in that 
country.' — Sir John Stewart brought up 
the report of the committee on the mes- 
BagG (jf the lords relative to the atten- 
<lanco of lord St. Vincent, to be exa- 
mined before the committee on the papers 
jelalivc to Sir Home Popham. The 
report of the answer to their lordships* 
message, drawn up by the committee, 
■was agreed to, and sir John Stewart ap- 
pointed to bear the same to their lord- 
ships. — The message of the lords of yes- 
terday relative to the attendance of sir J. 
Stewart, bart. and the right hori. sir John 
Stewart) bart. on their loidships, to be 
examined touching the case of Mr. jus- 
tice Fox, was taken into consideration ; 
when permission was given to these hon. 
members to attend their lordships, if they 
think fit ; and Mr V'ansitlart was ordered 
to signify the same to their lordships. — 
A petition of several ship owners of North 
and South Shields and neighbourhood, was 
presented to the house, by Mr. Jlurdon, 
and read ; setting forth, “ that the great- 
est quantity of shipping employed in the 
coal trade from the river 'Fync to London 
belongs to the towns abovementioned ; 
and that the petitioners, from the de- 
pressed state of the shipping interest in 
general, have lately memorialized the 
lords of the committee of privy council 
for trade, respecting the loo liberal em- 
ployment given of late to foreigners, to 
the prejudice of the petitioners and others 
who have embarked their capitals in ship- 
ping ; but they are not less alarmed by 
perceiving an intention to introduce coals 
into the metropolis by meaii.s of inland na- 
vigation, a measure fraught with the great- 
est evils; and lljcrf fore j)ra} mg, that the 
house will not pass into a law any bill 
that may be brought in for introducing! 
coals into the capital by means of inland I 
navigation." Ordered that the said peti- 
tion do lie upon the table. — A petition of 
the freeholders of the county of South- 
ampton, convened by the sheriff at Win- 
chester, on Thursday, the l6'th day of May 
1805, was presented to the house, and 
r^d ; netting fortli, that the votes of the 
5 


house on the 8th and 10th days of April 
last, founded upon the tenth report of the 
commissioners of naval enquiry, deser\’e 
the gratitude and confidence of the peti- 
tioners, and of the whole country, and the 
petitioners request the house to proceed, 
in the spirit of those votes, in their future 
investigation of the flagrant abuses brought 
to light by the report of the commissioners 
of naval enquiry ; and that to the com- 
mons in parliament the petitioners look up 
with a confident hope and just e.xpcclation, 
that they will not only not relax in their 
enquiries into all abuses and culpable ir- 
regularities ill the management and expen- 
diture of public money, but that they will 
also take especial care that the very heavy- 
taxes levied upon the people, and hitherto 
cheerfully contributed lr)y them, shall bo 
wisely and frugally expended." Ordered, 
that the said petition Ou lie upon the table,. 
— The report of the committee on the 
Spanish Wine l.)uty bill was brought up 
and agreed to, and the bill ordered to be 
read a third lime on 'ruesday. — Mr. Ale.x- 
ander brought up the repoit of the com- 
mittee on the inija-ovcment of the harbour 
of Ilowth, wlun their resolution that a 
sum not exceeding 10,0001. Iiish currency 
should be appropriated to that purpose 
was agreed to; and the report of the com- 
mittee on the conveyance of coals by the 
Paddington canal, whose resolution wag, 
that .50,000 tons of coals should be allowed 
to be brought to London by that canal, was 
agreed to, and bills ordered accordingly. 

[St.\ti% or PuuLic Arr.MRs.] Mr. 
Grey observed, that some time had elapsed, 
since he had put a question to the riglit 
lion, the cliancellor of the exchequer, re- 
lative to a subject that bad been alluded 
to in the speech from the throne. There 
was reason to CNjicct, that some com mu - 
uication w-ould, before this, have been 
maciO to the house, on that subject. He 
rose in this iuslanco for the purpose of re- 
peating the question he Iiad put on the 
former occasion, and to ask, whether there 
was any probability, considering tlie very 
a Ivanctfd period of the session, tliat any 
such communication would be made to 
parliament previous lo the close of it? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
had nothing to add to what he had stated 
on the ftiriner occ^ision. It was not in his 
power to leturn any other answer to the 
hoju gent.'s question. 

Mr. Grey said, be had delayed as long as 
possible any motion on the subject. He 
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now felt it Ifis duty not to suffer the bouse 
to separate without having an opportunity 
afforded them of considtM ing this im- 
portant matter, lie proposed, therefore, 
to bring forward a motion on' the subject 
on Wednesday se*nniglu, unless circum- 
stances should in the mc^n time occur to 
render that motion unnecessary. 

[('on DUCT OF AlliMMlAt. Sift JoilN 
Duckworth.] This being the da^Tcxod 
by cf>lonel Wood for his motion Jor the 
production of the proceedings of the court 
martial,' relative to sir John Duckworth, be 
rose in his place and stated to the house, 
that ho was williug to defer his motion lor 
some days longer, that every getitlernun | 
might have butficiciit opportunity of inform- 1 
ing himself on the subject. This delay had 
been suggested by some hon. gentlemen, 
and should it meet the approbation of the 
honso, he would renew his notice for tlmt 
day se’n night. 

Air. Baker did not wish to oppose the 
delay proposed by the hon. gent, but couhl 
not li( lp remarking that this was the se- 
cond time ho liad deferred his motion with- 
out adcluciug any satisfactory ground for 
that delay, lie complained at the same 
time that the hon, member had handed 
about papers on this subjt?ct, one of which 
he had got jmt into his hand on entering 
the house, an<l which was calculated to 
make ail impression on the public mind, 
to the prejudice of the hon. baronet who 
wus the subject of the intruded naotion. 

Colonel // Odd then stated, that though 
he wished to give members time to consi- 
der the subject, he bad no objection to 
bring it forward then, should it appear to 
be the de'?ire of the house. 'I'he paper of 
whuh the hon. member complained ycap- 
tain W(3od's memorial to the lords of the 
admiralty) he slated to be a public ^ocu' 
inent, and therefore a proper subject of 
ultunlion for the house. 

Admiral Markham saw no reason why 
the question should not then be determined, 
as it merely related to the propriety of pro- 
ducing the proceedings,' and not to the I 
merits of the court martial; For his own | 
part he acknowledged himself hostile to 
the production of these papers. On co- 
lonel Wood’s rising to explain. 

The Speaker observed, that there was no 
question before the house, and it refhained 
for the lion. gent, to determine whether he 
would defer his motion,* or now bring H 
forward pursuant to notice. I 

Colonel Mark JFvodt seeing the house j 
- VOL.V. * ‘ 


disposed to proceed, said he should 
longer delay his intended inotion.’^ 
hotu colonel spoke as follows ;-f^sir, the 
proceedings of the. late naval courtmartia) 
held upon viceradiniral. sjr John Duchr 
worth having been' printed and published' 
by the admiral himself, it cannot be the 
wish either of tlie admiral nor tlmt of 
his friends to suppress or keep from 
public diseussiou a subject to wbich 
they have themselves given such public 
city, and therefore I trust there will , not 
bo any ditlerence in opinion to preven| 
those proceedings, and other papers rela 7 
ting to this business, from being laid upoa " 
the table of iliis house. With permissioiQt^ 
of the house, I will beg leave to read cap^ 
tain W’ood’s memorial to the lords com- 
missioners of the admiralty, tngetlicr with 
the legal opinions given upon a case, for 
the purpose of ascertaining how far the 
court martial decided according to their 
oaths, and according to the 18th article of 
war. 

“ The Meniorial of Captain James Athol 
Wood, 

** Humbly sUeweth, that the sentence of 
the court martial lately lield upon vice-ad;* 
miral sir J. Duckworth having not only 
most honourably acquitted the vice-admiral 
of the several charges preferred against 
him, but having also declared . in jgeneral 
and unqualified terms those charges to 
have been gross, unfounded, malicious, and, 
scandalous,' your memorialist would con- 
sider himself unworthy of the commission 
which ho has the honour to bear in his 
majesty’s service, as well as wanting in 
that respect which he owes to the lords 
commissioners of the admiralty, were he 
not, with the greatest deference and re., 
spect, to slate to their lordships, that so 
far from the charges which he preferred 
ngiiinst vice-admiral Duckwortli having 
been either gross, unfounded, malicious, or 
scandalous, your memorialist trusts he 
shall be abje to satisfy your lordships*, that 
such charges have been as fully substan** 
tiuted as it was possible *for them to be, 
under all those unfavourable circumstances 
under which your memonalist was placed.. 

— With respect to the first charge, for op- 
pression ill superseding your niemorialtat, 
in the command of the Acasta, under the 
pretext of appointing him to the Herculef 
a sliip of greater consequence, your memo- 
rialist begs leave to submit the following 
observations for jrour lordships’ considera-* 
iron : after having been constantly and 
O 
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actively employcii under admiral Corn-' 
wallis, off Brest, frcni the commencement 
of the \vary towards the end of last Novem- 
ber your lordships were pleased to direct 
him to proceed to tlie West Indies with a 
large and valuable Hert ; and on the 2d of 
February your memorialist arrived with 
this fleet at Port Royal in Jamaica. — ^I'he 
second day after the arrival of your memo- 
rialist at that station, vice-admiral Duck- 
worth gave him notice gf his delrriniua- 
tioD to remove your memorialist from the 
command of his own frigate the Acasta 
into the Hercule, 74-guu ship, at that tiiiie 
at sea ; alledging for so unusual and so ciliel 
an exertion of power, m>t only the good 
of his majesty's service, but his iiilcnllon of 
promoting your memorialist to the com- 
mand of a ship of superior class. It ap- 
pears, not only from the evidmcc of cap- 
tain Dunn, admiral Duckworth's captain, 
by whom your lordsliips' appointment was 
superseded, but also by the evidence of the 
adnriirars secretary, that admiral Dacres, 
long before the.Acasta arrived, had declar- 
ed his intention ufhoisting his flag on board 
of -the Ilercule, and to carry with him his 
cafitain and officers. I'bis fact admiral 
Duckwoilh never has denied ; and accord- 
ingly admiral Dacres did hoist Ins ling on 
board of the Hercule bl*fore your lueino- 
)ialist sailed from Jamaica. — It is ihore- 
torc c\id€nt, that the reason which the 
vice-admiral assigned in his public letter 
for superseding your memorialist, namely, 
the good of the service, and giving him the 
command of a ship of greater consequence, 
was false and groundless, and calculated 
merely to give a colour of justice to aii act 
of the greatest stretch of power, cruelty, 
and oppression. — If the ostensible .pre- 
text, that the good of the service required 
the vice-adnurals return to England on 
board of the Acasta, your inemonallst 
was surely fully competent to have com- 
manded to England that ship which the 
lords of the admiralty had so long .been 
pleased to entrust to his charge. — Thus, 
after serving in bis majesty's navy upwards 
of thirty years, without any alledged of- 
fence, but on the contrary the strongest 
testimonies of zealous services, your me- 
nioriaUtlit^i^ been most oppressively ttnd. 
Most deprived of the command of 

his MiEyesty's ship AeasU ; and, in aggra- 
vation to his grievances, compelled to beg 
ami to intreat a passage to Europe on 
btMird of his own ship, in a situation very 
inadequate to his rank ; whereas two' pas- 


sengers, totally unconnected with his ma- 
jesty's service, occupied his former cabin ; 
all of which tending to degrade and to 
lessen your memorialist in the eyas of a * 
ship's company, so long devoted and at. 
ladled to your memorialist.— The second 
charge against the admiral was, for having, 
in violaiiop of the 18th article of war, 
loaded on board of the Acasta various 
goods and merchandizes, otherwise than 
Jor the sole use of his majesty's ship. In 
i-upport of this second charge, your memo- 
rialist has ])roved by the admission of the 
admiral liunself, that he had loaded on 
board of the Acasta eleven logs and two 
slabs of mahogany, measuring at least 1 6 
tons; about 1.50 lb. weight of Spanish 
biuiff, of the value of upwards of 200 gui- 
neas; from 30 to 40 t asks of shaddocks 
mid fruit?, iip\var<ls of 20 pijies and pun- 
flieons of wine, ruin, ^c. &c. exclusive of 
liquors and various articles of household 
furniture, allowed to be 40 tons and up- 
wards, but which, in the belief of your nie- 
inoriHlibt, exceeded 100. By the evidence 
of captain Dunn, the Acasta appeared to 
him to have been so loaded and lumbered as 
to have le&ernbled a West Indianian, and 
Uiat 111 direct violation to tlie printed in- 
stniction, the spirit-room prepared for pre- 
serving in safety his majesty's spirits, bad 
been cleared out, and the ship's spirits 
removed into tlie hold, a very dangerous 
and insecure place, to make room for the 
vice-admiral’s wines and spirits. It lias 
also been proved, that many of the seamen 
had been removed from their mess places 
and births, to stow betnixt decks logs of 
mahogany and articles of household furni- 
ture made up in the island of Jamaica, 
uhere, by the evidence of the joiner of the 
Hercule, he had been employed at the a#l- 
njiraiypen three years. — By the ISth arti- 
cle f war, it is expressly declared, that 
if any officer of any of his majesty's ships 
of war, shall receive on board, or permit 
to be received on board such ship or vessel, 
any goods or merchandizes whatsoever, 
excepting for the sole use of the ship or 
vessel, and being convicted thereof, shall 
be cashiered, and for ever afterwards ren- 
dered incapable to serve in the naval ser- 
vice of his majesty* Exclusive thereof, it 
is further enacted, that any officer so of- 
fending, or owner of such goods, sliall be 
liable to forTeit the full value of such goods, 
to be recovereil in a court of law. It is, 
however, evident from the sentence' of this 
court martial, that nothing loaded c n board 
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of the Acasta, were deemed by those who 
have so decided, goods or merchandiiies, 
either, because they had not been loaded 
on board by niercbauts, or proof adduced 
of the vice-admiral’s intention to sell or to 
dispose of such goods. If under the head 
of *• goods or merchandize," the legislature 
only meant goods of which undoubted proof 
could be adduced of the officer's intention 
to sell, and the evidence of such intention 
is to be the confession of the party accused, 
or the evidence of those connected with 
liim ; your memorialist begs leave most 
respectfully to submit to your lordships, 
that a door would in such a case be open* 
cd, find a most dangerous and extensive 
latitude given, to the greatest possible 
abuses. Under the name of ** presents," 
his majesty's ships of war might be con- 
verted to the private emolument of indi- 
viduals, to the utter ruin and |ic*structioii 
of the naval service of his majesty. — From 
this consideration, as well as for the pur- 
pose of satisfying himself and friends, that 
the sentence of the late court martial had 
been most unjust, founded upon most er- 
roneous opinions, and had grossly injured 
and iusulied the cliaractcr and feelings of 
an ofTicer, over whose conduct they had no 
cognizance ; your memorialist was induced 
to slate a case for the opinion of the first 
lawyers in this country, a copy of which he 
begs leave to submit for their lordshi])s' 
informaiic>n. — This case your menioiiahst 
bogs leave to observe, lias been drawn in 
the most favourable terms for the vice-ad- 
miral; admitting that every aViiclo loaded 
by hiiu on board of the Acasta, could be 
jiioved to tiave been mteiidod for presents, 
and not for sale, Notwitbstandingof which, 
the inoju emini*nt lawyers in England have 
gucii It their opiuioii, that if the court 
nniriial had decided according to the ISth 
article of war, the \ ice-admiral must inevi- 
tably have been cashiered, and for ever 
feudered incapable of serving his majesty. 
— ^That the admiral's conduct, in super. 
scdiijgyoLir memorialist in the command 
of tho Acasta, was unjust, cruel, and op- 
pressivcy and that UiC lords commissioners 
of the admiralty had not deemed the 
charge unfounded, your memdriialist is 
warranted in appealing to yoiir lordships, 
having been pleased imViiod lately jou hear- 
ing of so unprecedented a stretch of power, 
to re-appoint yopr memorialist tb the coiu- 
maud of the Acosta; a circumHance of 
which he was unacquainted at the; time 
when be requested a court martial to be 


held upofi the vice- admiral .-r-That , the 
sentence of the court martial, ib acquiUfi)|^' 
the vice-admiral of the second 
loadingxin board Of the Acasta, gooda and 
merchandize hot intended fot the aote use 
of the ship, is highly illegal and unjust, and 
is in direct violation of two acts of purlieu 
ment made for the e,xpress purpose of 
restraining naval officers from such unof«« 
fiier-}ike practices, be is warranted in as- 
serting, upon the first legal opinions of 
England herewith inclosed. — Under ail 
these circumstances, and a due considera*^ 
tion of tlie harsh, cruel, and ^ unmerited 
trj^ment which your memorialist has ten 
coifed, he trusts your lordships will be 
pleased to direct that the proceedings and 
sentence of this court martial, tc^gether 
with this memorial, be submitted for the 
opinion of his majesty's law officers, or if 
judged necessary, for that of his majesty’s 
judges, in order that your memorialist ipfiLy 
have an opportunity of viudicating his 
character, and of obtaining that justice to 
I which he may appear enftitled : and your 
memorialist shall ever piray. James Athol 
Wood, captain r. navy.’' Pall-Mall, May 
!23, IS05.— xviiith article of war. Jf 
any captain, commander, or other officer of 
any of his majesty’s ships or vessels, shall 
receive on board, or permit to be received 
on board such ship or vessel, any goods or 
merebandizes whatsoever, other than for 
the sf)le use of the ship or vessel ; except 
gold, silver, or jewels, and except the goods 
or mrrchaiidizcs belonging to any*mer- 
chanl, or other ship or vessel which may 
be shipwrecked, or in imminent danger of 
being shipwrecked, either on the high seas, 
or in any port, creek,, or harbour, iu order 
to the preserving them for their proper 
owners; and except such goods or mer- 
chandizes as he shall at any tync be order- 
ed to take or receive oa boaid by order of 
the lord high admiral of great Britain, or 
the commissioners for executing the office 
of lord high admiral for the time being; 
every person so oflendin^, being convicted 
thereof by the sentence of a court martial, 
sh.dl be cashiered, and be for ever after- 
wards rendered incapable to serve in any 
place or office in the naval service of his 
majesty, his heirs and successors. And 
whereas, by the said act, intituled, ** an 
act for tlte more effectual suppressing of 
piracy,” it is amongst other things eiiacted 
in tlie following word:;, that the said cap- 
tain, commander, or other officer of the 
said ship or vessel of war, and all and every 
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the owners and proprietors of such goods 
and jnerchandizes put on board such ship 
or vessel of war as aforesaid, shall lose, 
forfeit, and pay the value of all and every 
such goods and merchandizes so put on 
board as aforesaid; one moiety of such 
full value to such person or persons as shall 
make the first discovery and give informa- 
tion of or concerning the said otfence; 
the other moiety of such full value to and 
for the use. of Greenwich hospital; all 
which forfeitures shall and may be sued for 
and recovered in the high court of admiral- 
ty : now for making the said in part re<^d 
act more useful and efi'ectual, be? it en^pld 
by the authority aforesaid, that from and 
after the twenty-fifth day of December, one 
thousand seven hundred and forty-nine, 
if any captain, commander, or other officer 
of any of bis majesty's ships or vessels 
shall receive on board, or permit or sutfer 
to 6e received on board such ship or vessel, 
any goods or merchandizes coiurary to the 
true intent and meaning of the eighteenth 
article in this act 'before iiieiitioucd and 
hereby enacted, every such captain, com- 
mander, or other ofiicer shall, for every 
fuch offence, over and above any punish- 
ment inflicted by this act, forfeit and pay 
the value of all and every such goods and 
merchandizes so received or permitted, or 
suffered to be received on board as afore- 
said, or tbe sum of five hundred pounds of 
lawful money pf great Britain, at the elec- 
tion of the informer or {persons who shall 
sue for the same, so that no more than one 
of these per)alties or forfeitures siiall be 
sued for and recovered by virtue of tln& 
and the said in part reqited act, or either 
of them, against the same person, TmI' pne 
and the same offence ; one moiety of which 
penalties or forfeitures shall be forfeited 
and paid to^he person who shall inform or 
•uo for the same, and the other moiety 
tiiereof to and for the use of the royal 
hospital at Greenwich; which forfeiture 
shall be sued for and recovered by action 
of debt, Vjill, plaint, or information, in any 
of his maj^ty’s courts of record at West-* 
minster, the high court of admiralty, 
the election of the informer or person 
who shall sue for the same; and the court 
shall award such costs to the parties as 
shall be.ju 9 t$. aqd in all cases where judg* 
ment or sentence shall be given against 
any such offender, the Court where suefa^ 
judgment or sentence shall be given, shall, 
with all convenient speed, certify the same 
to the lord big^ adtniral, or to the 


commissioners for executing the said 
office.*' * 

CVsc.— “ An officer of the navy, com- 
manding a king’s ship, not fully aware of 
this article of war, has inadvertently brought 
home with him (as a present for various 
friends, and not intending them for sale) 
op board the said ship, about sixteen tons 
of mahogany, and some large pieces of ma- 
hogany furniture, from one hundred and 
twenty to one hundred and fifty pounds 
weight of Spanish snulf, a couple of hun- 
dred weight of arrow root, some puncheons 
of rum and pipes of wine, and from thirty 
to forty casks of shaddocks ; and has been 
threatened with a court martial for bring- 
ing on &Qard such articles, as coming under 
the head of goods and raei'chunclize not 
being intended for the sole use of the ship 
or vebsel.^' — Your opinion is required, how 
far any ofiiber bringing on board such ar- 
ticles, can in any respect subject him to 
tbe penalty of the above clause of the 2‘Jd 
George II. being the 18th article of war; 
as the oflicor will be able to prove they 
were intended for presents to liis friends, 
and not to be sold/' 

Mr. GVrrua,— “ I am of opinion that 
the facts here stated would inevibibly sub- 
ject llie officer to whom they apply, to a 
conviction under the article of war before 
stated ; and it seems to me, that the value 
and quantity of the articles received oil 
board, would but too probably render it 
impossible that the tnembei’s of a court 
martial charged to enquire into the cir- 
cumstances, should ascribe it to mistake or 
inudverlency, or any other excusable cause, 
W. GarivOW." Lincoin's-Imi, 3d May, 
18 ()a, 

Mr, Dallas The above case, it ap- 
pears to me, falls directly within the words 
of the ay tide in question, and these words 
are o strongly restrictive, viz. for the sole 
use of the ship, that I do not see how thc^ 
can admit of any equitable enlargement, so 
as to exempt from their operation articles 
intended for presents, and not for sale. 
The object of the provision may have been 
tO’ pile vent a trading by the king's officers, 
but it.may, also have had other objects 
with respect to the state and navigation of 
the ship; hut ut all events^ whatever may 
have be^n the aim, tbe words are positive 
and perenmtoryi and nothing appears upoii 
Yhe »ce of the act to give them any parti- 
cular qunlificatton* I take, however, for 
granted, that a court mai^ial would give to 
every such* case a most liberal considera- 
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lion, and would not construe a few articles 
intended for the use of friends, and as pi*e- 
sents merely, into a breach of the provi- 
sion of the law $ tbe^ would probably be 
considered as part ot the captain's stores, 
or upon some ground or other, would not 
be treated as amounting to a breach of the 
law; but this would depend upon degree ; 
and in the present Instance the articles are 
of such a nature, and such in point of 
amount, that it does appear to me to be of 
a very unfavourable nature, taking it even 
for granted, that it can be proved, that 
whicii is stated, namely, that they were 
intended for presents merely, and not to be 
sold ; hut at any rate, should a court martial 
be held, this should be pressed as strong as 
possible, even though it should not operate 
ns an absolute defence. R. Dallas.’^ 
LincolnVlun Fields, May 3d, 1303. 

Soficitor-GeneraK’^*^ 1 cannot say that 
sirictly this docs not fall wjitbin the 
122d of George II. chap. 33d, art. 18. The 
prohibition is general, without any excep- 
tion of presents; and even if it be usual to 
overlook the case of presents, it is possible 
that the quantity of goods may have raised 
some doubt whether they were so meant, and 
may have occasioned a stricter scrutiny than 
usual upon this occasion. V. Gibbs.’^ 
Lincoln*s-Inn, May 1st, 1803. 

lion. 5. PemW. — “ I am of opinion 
that the case mentioned above, certainly 
conics within the words of the clause, and 
if it be made the subject of charge before 
a court martial, will not, as I apprehend, 
be thought by such court to be justiiied by 
reason of the articles being intended as 
presents. Sp. PekCkval.’* iMay .3d, 1803, 
Lincolii's-Inii Fields. 

The lion, Thomas Erslinc, — “ I am very 
sorry to be obliged to say, that the purpose, 
the honourable purpose for which the un- 
fortunate olficer appears to have taken pn 
boanl a king’s ship the goods in question, 
would be no deteuce, if bp wpre prose- 
cuted ; neither could the sentence be miti- 
gated, nor could the king pardon the of- 
fence undbr such circumstances; therefore, 
it would be a harsh thing to prosecute upon 
the statute, the language of which is pe- 
remptory. T. EasKiifR.” May30lWl803. 
•—After reading the above. 

Colonel iVoud proceeded as follows r-v 
Whatever roy ^elings may be for the cha- 
racter of a brother that has been most 
grossly traduced and calumniated by tlte 
sentence of this naval court martial ; much 
as every man must fce.l for captain Wood 


on account of the unprecedented, 
and cruel treatment which he has sdffered,'^ 
in being deprived of the command of 
of the first frigates in the service, to apkyef 
the interested and private views of vlce;t- 
admiral Duckworth; yet probably there" 
might be a difference of opinion, whether . 
full and ample redress might not be obtaii^ - , 
ed for this officer, without legislative ihtef- 
ference.— Had this therefore been the only; 
object for tny wishing those papers to be,! 
laid upon the table, ] might probably ha^^e 
paused a little longer before 1 had troubled 
the bouse upon that subject; but when/ 
STfi^^is act of unparalleled violence an^ 
injustice to a meritorious naval oflScei: 
whilst employed in the service of his coun- 
try, is immediately connected with the vio- 
lation of an act of parliament, the foundur 
tion and key-stone of our naval discipline 
and glory ; when the violation of this law 
is sanctioned by the late naval court marr 
tial, and a do»'r thereby thrown open to 
the greatest abuses in the naval service of 
this country ; I am sure, ur, there is not 
any member of this house^ however much 
connected wdth the vice-admiral, whoso 
conduct is so deeply implicated in those 
abuses, who must not fool the necessity of 
attending to a subject of so great national 
importance.— Captain Wood, the officer 
whom sir J. Duckworth deprived of his 
ship for the purpose of conferring the com- 
mand upon hU own captain, has served in 
the royal navy upwards of thirty years, and 
is a post-cajitain of eight or nine years 
standing. — About three years 'ago lord St. 
Vincent appointed him to the command Of 
the A casta Jrigate of 44 guns, one of the 
finest frigates iir the navy ; and from the 
recommence rnent of the war until lastNo« 
vember bo was employed under admiral 
Cornwallis in the blockade off llrcst, and 
other French ports.— Were it necessary to 
have references to captain IVood's charac- 
ter in the navy, lord St. Vincent, Admirals 
Cornwallis and Harvey, and many other 
distinguished officers wib bear ample testi- 
mony to his merits. Towards the end of 
last November, the lords commissioners 
of the admiralty ordered captain Wood to 
Jamaica with a valuitble convoy of ships, 
where be arrived the beginning of February. 
He was the unfortunate bearer of vice- 
admiral Duckworth's recal, and of admihil 
Dacres* appointment to succeed him in 
that' command.— Admiral Duckworth de- 
termined upon returning home in theAcasta, 
which, as seuior officer, he had an un- 
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doubted right to do, although, had the good 
of hb majesty’s service been consulted, be 
iftrauld not have kept that frigate under the 
walls of Port Royal idle one month until 
the yellow fever commenced its bavock \ 
there were many other frigates that re- 
quired coming home to Kngland, in which 
the vice-admiral might have been accom- 
modated. Had admiral Duckworth re> 
turned in llie AcasU under the command 
of that captain to whom the lords of the 
admiralty had thought proper to intrust 
the coin mond of her, not only the com- 
mon usage of the service, but tliat atten- 
tion which every officer is bound to pa}* to 
the common calls of Justice and of huma- 
nity would have been preserved, but tliis 
would not have suited nor have answered 
the admiral’s purposes. — The AcasU was 
a large roomy frigate, and the admiral had 
u number of things to bring home, which 
he durst not ask any captain, a sti anger, 
to permit to be loaded ou board, and which 
uo one hut acorifidential frie nd would have 
smfl'ered to pass unnoticed. There was also 
a large freight^of treasure to be brought 
home from Jamaica, 7‘eighths of the com- 
rnission on which captain Wood wasentith d 
to; the other eighth to the admiral. Ad- 
miral Duckworth therefore not only deter- 
mined to return to England in the Acasta, 
but to deprive captain Wood of the cuni- 
maiid of her, for the purpose of conferring 
it upon captain Dunn, the admiral’s captain 
and confidential friend ; aud for this pur- 
pose the vice-admiral appoints capt. Wood 
to the licrculo, a 7-l-.i:un ship, at that lime 
at sea, and assigns as his reason, the giv- 
ing him a ship of greater consequence. 
This reason captain Wood knew to be false 
and grouudkss, and, as I shall shew here- 
after, the vice-admiral Inmstlf acknow- 
ledged to be so. bidepondent of this con- 
fession of tlie vicc-adniira), admiral Ducres 
(bis successor in the commaud) had in-r 
formed captain Wood ollicially that he bad 
determined to hr>ist his flag on board of the 
Hercuie the instant she returnejl to* port, 
which he acc'u cfmgly did, and which the 
vice-admiral knew he would do, before the 
4casva urnvo() at Jainaka.— lo this man- 
ner, bir, was capt. Wood dispossessed of tin* 
ccfmmmfd of his ship, the distress and mor- 
tification ^eaulting therefrom had nearly^ 
^clepnyei^lum of his reason, and labouring 
tinder Hias affliction without a friend oji 
wboip^^he could confide, or with whom he 
could advise, for the vice«.admira1 hud shift- 
ed all the officers, 170 of the ship's com- 
5 


pany, as well as the captain of the Acasta, 
is it to be wondered at, that the vice-ad- 
miral should have had tlie advantage of 
him at his trial, whose honest sensibility 
had to contend with power and systematic 
arrangements, supported by prejudice and 
partiality, nay even perjury? — Exclusive 
of losing' his ship, admiral Duckworth de- 
prived him of at least 20001. comiuissicn, 
to which he was entitled as conimundcr 
of the Acasta, as much as to his pay, ei- 
ther given to captain Dunn, or arranged 
in whatever other manntjr the admiral chose 
to dispose 6f it. — To reconcile to the cutn- 
mon feelings of mankind, much muic to 
justify so strong a measure, common pru- 
dence required that the motives of the 
vice-admiral himself shoukl have been per- 
fectly pure and disinterested, but it can be 
proved, that so ‘far hom having been ac- 
tuated by any disintcresled and honourable 
motive, that at this very time he must have 
had ill dontemplttlion the violation of an 
act of parlianuint for which the removal of 
captain Wood from the ship was absolutely 
necessary. — lu the first place, let me call 
the attention of the houso to the defence 
whidi the vice-admir;u offcis for super- 
seding un officer commanding one of ins 
majesty’s ships under a commission from 
the lords counniseioneis of the admiralty, 
to give her to a pioicgc of his own ; vi/. 

that he could not «:oiniTiit the humour 
of his Hiig, and his own character to the 
chapter of accidents, nor cross the Atlan- 
tic in a ship counmindecl by a stranger." 
Good God, sir, could there be a more 
gross or more scandalous libel against the 
whole of the captains of the British navy ? 
Excepliug captain Dunn, this admiral durst 
not 11 ust himself in a ship during a few 
I weeks' passage with any British captain 
with whom he had not a personal acquaint- 
ance, and, strange to relate, there could 
be founu a^najority of three admirals mid 
nine captains of the British navy, deliber- 
ately, in the character of judges, to recog- 
nize and approve of this act of violence, 
by^ which they acknowledge, that a com- 
musivin from the admiralty is no protec- 
tion tp "them against the whim, or caprice, 
or •revenge, of a commander in chiei on a 
foreign station, who may shift them from 
the finejst fri|;ate iu the service into any old 
bulk bearing a peudant, so that she hap- 
pens to be of a superior Mass iu the navy 
list, even w'hen recalled from cpinmaud, 
and not going upon service what have 
not those gentlemen to answer for to their 
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brotber officer* ? — Lei rtie now aubmil to j sleeping places, at least to make it- veTj^lfe? . . 
the house how totally at varianc® are the convenietit to them, ^nd tJO deprrV’e them <W ' 
actions aud professions of the vice-admiral, those comforts tb which our gullaiit tafs wenif ' , 
By the 18th article of war, every naval so well entitled. Capt. Dunn has acktiow* 
ollicer, who either loads on board, or per- ledged that lie ordered the? spirit mom to be 
naits to be laden on board of any ship of cleared out apd tlie 'spirits belohgitig to his ' ^ 
war, goods or merchandize, excepting for majesty to' be stowed in thehol<^,lor thepur- 
the sole use of the ship, is not only to be pose ot stbwi^n^ the adtiilrarsadiieeand spl-^ 
cashiered, but to be rendered fo^ pye|r in- fits in the public spirit-room, in diHecivipht- 
capablc of serving his majesty. Admiral lion of the' naval printed instructions^, whkfi' 
Duckworth had loaded on board of the st^te particularly thu maiinef in which the 
Acasta, by his own admission, 1 1 logs and spirit-robnr'is to be dtted up, and the" 

2 slabs of mahogany, large wardrobes made wine and spirits are to be taken care of by 
at Jamaica by the carpenters of the ship' the piifeefy who (say the instructions) Jt’' 
who were eating the king’s provisions, and never to e^t'pecl any allovvanee for leakage 
re ceiving the king's pay, and employed by of wine or spirits, but to see that the cask® 
the vice-admiral for the purpose of making be sound add full at their cothing on board, 
the furniture to be used in his house in, and td bC answ^^rable for the cait; of them' 
England. Any ^noble-minded man, sh*, afterw^atdd;, there being proper conve^- 
wouM have said lo his successor, '** these ‘liiences" made in the hold for securing 
are articles which I found necessary to the thepi from abuses^ which are not lo be 
conveuiunce and coiu/prl of niy comiiiand, employed ttt any other ush whatsoever.*--* 
thiy liave been made at little expence to H£r 1 captain Wood commanded the Acasta/ 
me, jiray consider them as beloxiging to itot a lcf|'of mahogany nor any of those' 
the house assigned for the commander in various articles enunierated/'and acknoVr* 
chief, and as 1 now transfer them to you, ledged to have been loaded on board, 
do you trike care that they are transferred could have been introduebd on board hh 
to your succcbMir." This^ fir, migfu have majesty's ship, without subjecting himself 
justilied the riiakiug them at llie king's ex- 10 the penalties of the iSth article of war, 
pence; but lo nianulacturo them at Ja- Captain Dunn, by' his frieudly complai* 
maica, and send them to I’.ngland in pack- sance to his admirars wishes, is now placed 
e.gos, (for it is not ]jretcnded that they were in that unfortunate situation, liable to be 
])ul on board for the adtuirars use on the tried by a court martial, hnd dismissed tte 
passage home,) they cun be^considered only service.*— -Notwithstanding admiral Duck* 
as articles of trade. 1 should be glad lo worth's oppressive and unjhst conduct' was 
know how the captain of the ship, who .most clearlv proved before the court mar* 
mustered Redhouse, the admiral’s joiner, tial, and indeed admitted by the lords of the 
(as he is called in the minutes of the court admiralty tliemselves, by their having im- 
martial,) for the liiree years he was work- mediately re-appoiiited qapt. Wood to the 
ing on shore, would answer to a charge of command of the Acasta; notwithstanding 
false muster, were it to be brought against it was clearly proved by captaiU Dunn, that 
him and the admiral. With regard to the the spiriuroom, in direct violation of the 
mahogany, of which there were eleven logs naval instructions, (pages 120 and 208,) was 
from two to three feet thick, and from 10 cleared out lo make w$y for the admiral's 
lo 14* feet long each, also two slabs (stock liquors; notwithstanding it was admitted 
for a first- rate cabinet-maker in London), by the admiral himself, that he had oh 
I will venture to pronounce, that there is board 11 logs and; 2 slabs of mahogany, 
not a member of this house who will say, several wardrobes, 200 guineas worth of 
that those articles could be considered as Spanish snuif, 20 casks of wine and spirits, 
any thing but “ goods and merchandize," aft'd $0 br 40 casks of fruit, with various 
within both the spirit and the letter of the other articles. A naval court martial has 
act of parliament. There were also ship- not merely acquitted him, but4nost fully 
ped on board the Acasta about 20 casks of and most honourably acquitted him,' of 
wine and rum, and from 80 #40 casks of every part of the chaigc ; nay, jibt satis* 
fruit, besides various other articles not. (led With his acquittal, they have declared 
worthy of notice; none of which have been «the charges gross, unfounded, malicious, 
alledged as for the shipVuse. To'ni&e and scandalous. So illegal and so unjust a 
room for those, he was obliged, if nof'ac* sentenefe, I will venture to assert, upon ihe 
tually to turn seamen ouf of tlieir usual veiy lin$t ‘legal opinions of this cmmiry, 



?ARL. ]^£&AT£S| XBOS^^Conduii ofAMiml puchniorth* (sojif 


never was pronounced by any court mar 
,sir» has not only an act of 
' parliament, formed for tlie express purpose 
of restricting iiayal officers from converting 
bis majesty’s ships of war to the private 
emolument of individuals^ been not merely 
set at defiance, but by the sanction of 
court martial the door has been thrown 
open to abuses, which if not speedily re 
inedied, must end in the ruin of the dis* 
cipline and good government of the naval 
service of this country.— When even the 
jiaws of the country may not have provided 
any direct and easy road for the protec* 
tion of individuals from gross and preme- 
ditated violence and injustice, but more 
particularly when those nets of injustice 
and oppression have been committed a> 
gaiust a scr\'aiit of die public, employed 
on the public service. 1 humbly conceive, 
sir, it is the boundeii duty of this house, 
not merely to enquire, but to sift such 
matters to the bottom, that they may sgp* 
port, without afifection or favour, that high 
character to which 1 trust the country will 
ever look up with confidence.— In the pre- 
sent instance, sir, it is not merely acts of 
gross violence and injustice that is com'> 
plained of, but the most daring breach of 
an act of parliament of the very first im- 
portanco to tin's country. Under such cir- 
cumstances, sir, precedent would be un- 
necessary, but there must be upon record 
many precedents, not merely respecting 
the interference of this hoiisf*, but of courts 
of law to correct and coutroui the unjust 
and illegal proceedings of courts martial. 
One Jnuned lately occurs, and is mentioned 
by. that very able and res|>ectttble gentle- 
man, Mr, Mac Arthur, to whom the pub- 
lic is so much indebted for hrs excellent 
treatise upon naval courts martial.— Capt. 
Norris was brouglit to a court martial at 
his own desire, for misbehaviour off Toulon 
ill the business of Alathews and Lestock ; 
the prosecutor lieutenant Jekyll of, the 
same ship. — Lieutenant Jekyll,Palli$er, a;nd 
others addressed the admiralty, coniplain* 
ing of the proceedings of this court mar- 
tial : the same as captain Wood has done 
iu the present instance. The proceedings^ 
were laid .before the bouse of commons, 
and they were declared to have been par- 
tial, arbitrary, and illegal. Admiral Row- 
ley president of QS captains, mein*' 

bera-^i^this court martial. Another ipr 
stgif^ happened the year before of the in- 
tefi^ence of the court of common pleas. 

1- ^ /* it ^ : L * t i 


to a court martial, by the captain of the 
Oxford man of war, for bis disobedience 
[iof ordersa Sir Chaloner Ogle was presi- 
dent of this court martial. He was sen- 
tenced to imprisoninent, and to be dis- 
missed the service. He recovered of sir 
Chaloner Ogle lOOO guineas damages ; and 
lord chief justice Wills told him, he would 
support an action against every other mem- 
ber of the court martial. He next pro- 
ceeded against two other members ; ad- 
miral Mayne and captain Renton, at that 
time members of a court martial, assembled 
at Deptford to try admiral Lestock, The 
court martial addressed the admiralty and 
his majesty, violently complaininjg of judge 
Wills's interference. 'iTie judge issued his 
capias against every member who signed 
tlie address, atid they were only pardoned 
upon the most submissive apology. — I shall 
therefore move, that there be laid upon 
the table of this house the proceedings 
of a late naval court martial held upon 
vice-admiral Duckworth ; the memorial of 
captain Wood to the lords commissioners 
of the admiralty, dated the 25th instant ; 
accompanying a case, and opinions of the 
attorney and solicitor general, Messrs, lir- 
skiue, Dallas, and Garrow, respecting the 
ISth article of war; also a return froip 
the customs and excise of all articles load- 
ed on board the Acasta that had been en- 
tered and paid duty." 

Mr, Divkiusoiif jun. said, he bad lis- 
tened to the hou. gent, in the expectation 
of learning some builicient grounds to in- 
duce the house to order these papers be- 
fore them. He however w’as perfectly 
disappointed in such cxpectution. He 
saw no advantage likely to arise to the 
public from the house interfering w'ith 
the sentence of a court martial, the 
proceedings of which were already suf- 
ficjienrly^knowii to convince the public, that 
no rcileption could possibly with justice 
Ije Cast upon him. He justified the cen- 
sure of the court martial on captain 
Wood. It was according to precedent. 

In Uiecase of sir Hugh Palliser, who brought 
ad-nifal KeppeL to trial, the court martial 
that acquitted Keppel declared the charge 
vexatious, in consequence of which sir 
Hugh lost his seat at the admiralty board, 

Ilia c6lonelc)||pf marines, the government 
of Scar6oroi^h Castle, and was induced 
to rosl^ix his ^at in parliament. The mo. 
tion ol the hon. colonel would be of no 
advantage to the public or individuals, and 


Frye of the marines was brought i^erefore he should give it his opposition. 
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Captain TJrti/itf/ spoke Jn favour of acl- 1 (sir Philip Stevens) must rem^mW ' 

miral Duckworth. pnictice before he was born. ' ' ; 

Sir IVillinm Efford testified, of his own Colonel tf^ood said, that as it appeajr^ 
knowledge, the excellence of the character to he the wish of the bouse tliat this mii|^ 
of the gallant admiral. ter should not be brought forward at pre« 

Mr. /><yA-cr-suid he should feci disgraced scn.t, he should withdraw it, with theiuten* 
if he were to remain silent, lie had no lion of taking another opportunity next ses- 
other interest in this motion, but that sion to bring u under their consideration, 
which ho took in behalf of a very revered Captain Hcne^ said, that as the bon, 
friend, who had been honourably employed, colonel had thought proper to bring for« 
for forty years, in Iho naval service ot his ward such aspersions against the ^liaracteip 
country ; not less than thirty of which of such a highly respectable and gallant 
were passed on ship-board. Though liis oilicer as sir John Duckworth was, iiotwith- 
long and meritoriousrfervices had been ho- standing tlie decision of the court martlali 
noiired and rewarded by his majostj*, it lie thought it was highly proper that th^ 
was impossible that he could hiive been in question should be put, so as to Imve the 
so many situations, without being subject sense of the house upon the subject. — Oa 
to some slight charges of this nature, He this, the question" that, the motion be with- 
said, he could not consider the prfcteut drawn, was put A'om the chair, and loudly 
proceeding as a very fair one, for, no sooner negatived without a division, 
was the verdict of the court martial known, [Dcke ok Atholi/s Claim.] Colonel 
than captain Wood had served the admiral Stanki^ moved the order of the day for 
witlr notice of a civil action, pending which, the consideration of the report of the com- 
this cnminal proceeding was attempted. niittee on the claim of the Duke of AtholL 
Lord Glcnberxic spoke in fav(‘ur of the The order of the day being read, 
admiral. Many oflicers of the navy whom Mr. Currirn rose, and spoke as follows - 
he know gave him the highest character. I rise, sir, to sfate my objections to the re- 
Their testimony was of the most uhquuli- j>ort made by this committee: It is, I 
lied nature, hesides, the production of conceive, impossible they could have come 
the jiajicrs moved for would be a dangerous to tlicse coucJiisions bad they adverted tp 
precedent. the whole of the evidence laid before them* 

Admiral Marh?iam stated what he knew and since submitted to tlie house; part of 
of the gallant atlmiral. He had served un- that evidence, highly material in itself, hai^ 
der his coiniiiand ; he had known him 30 passed unnoticed : other parts will be 

found in tlirect contradiction with their 
fpport. — The individual conduct of a mem- 
ber of this house, cm auy subject in which 
the public interest is concerned, needs* no 
apology ; but if 1 wanted one for the paii 
i think it my indispensable duty to take on 
this occasion, 1 should feel myself entitled 
to the indulgence of this house when de- 
fending the interest qf the house of Keys 
of the Isle of Man, acting under an unar 
.dimpus vote } the interest of 1300 rospecU 
aWq land-owners of that island, whose pe- 
tition }ies on your , table, and of 3O,OO0 ' 
unrepresented . persons, .its ihhabitants, - 
whose interests must materially suffer 
were the measure ,his grace of Atholl seeks 
to carry, unfortunately for them, to receive , 
the san 9 jtidii ,of,parfianient, — It is obvious 
how sincere must be the wish, how greatly 
it would be the iutei-est, of the iuhabitanU], 
tp stand oq fair terms witli the noble petiv 
Upner : to oppose wishes must be mat- 
ter. of sincere regi-et to them, nothing 
but the strictest sense of duty could ihducf , 
the house of Keys, or the people, to 
P 


ears ; lie went out with him to the West 
Indies in 178fl. la 17.97 and 17.98, he 
was under him on the coast of Ireland ; he 
went to the Mediterranean in 1798 ; in the 
cud of 1798, he went, subject to his or- 
ders, to iMinorca, second in command. 
Knowing so much of the gallant admiral, 
he felt it to be incumbent upon him to give 
his opinion on this occasion to the house, 
and he could hpnestly declare, that during 
the whole period, he never knew him to do 
any thing that was oppressive to the offi- 
cers under his command. With reiipeci 
to the law opinion, he would just say, 
that probably, not an ollicef in the navy 
but might be superseded on such an Ow 
pillion ; for, hardly one of them was frcQ 
from the sin of transgression' as to the 
ISth article of war. j[A laugji.] Most 
captains brought home a pi|Je,-" ^ 
more, of wine fpr Jiimself and fH<S>nd8, 
when on a wine station,; andfije him^f 
hid, lAfhen at the admiralty, requested 
of his naval friends to faring him some 
wine. An hon. cent, bvei- against him 
Vox.. V. 
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opposition to those wishes.— -No interest 
of a. private nature have they, sir, or have 
1, in opposin;; the present claim — and I 
trust we sh^l hear no more of rumours 
tvbK’li have circuhiterl, that the opposition 
U> ibis measure arires m pieju<litH-, or iti 
motives of a personal nature. — put the 
house fully m j)o‘^Hrysioii of the present 
case, it is nrcJ'srSJi y Lo cf'li i1a>ir attention 
to certain pre\ious Iranv.u tions r.nw known 
but to few. Of tljesn transactions, but loi 
parLi('uiiir connexion.^, and the circum 
hlanoes that have led my attention to the 
aobjcct, I should, like others, h«*>vr remain- 
ed ignorant. — In 1774, tin; piVi^^nt nob e 
claimant entered on ttie poj;scj.sion of the 
island. — In 1780, a petition appears to 
have been presented by him to this house, 
complaining of injury susLairieel in conse- 
quence of the act by which this islan-l was 
vested in his inajci'ty. — It stfernsjtohave 
been the design of the noble petitioner to 
get back rertaiii objects, unnecessarilv, as 
he maintained, and unintentionally, taken 
from his lamily. Of thesti the value did 
not, I believe, amount to 3001. a year. 
.But this petition had further objects; as 
to the creation of courts independent of 
the sovereign (the judges of which hj« 
grace sought to have the nomination of 
himself), and many other feudal and ma- 
nerial regulations. On this petition a bill 
was founded. Considerable alarm was 
excited in the island. By the direction of 
the treasury, references took place to the 
attorney and solicitor general of the day; 
carl Ros.dyn, then Mr. Wedderburne, and 
Mr. Wallace, names high in estimation ; 
and also to the insular alUnncy-gcncral, 
sir Wadsworth Busk (a man to whose ho- 
nour, integrity, and ability, all who know 
him can with me bear witness), and to the 
other crown ofllcerfi of the island. Their 
several reports were highly unfavourable 
to his grace's then objects, and the bill 
xvas laid to rest.— -In the following ycjar it 
rtvappeared : again it wa§ refereed to the 
succeeding attorney and *solic*itor.gencr(i1, 
Air. Wallace, and the' now chief justice 
A|an^iji»dd: and again the report was. uu-^ 
,frtvoniabh‘.— The same bill, botvever, little 
lo the credit of this house, was suffered to 
pi?s3 to the lords. There the hoiisc?pof Keysi 
opt)obcd it, and on tlie second reading it 
was' withdrawn; Its fate, sir, I now re- 
grrt: h;id it been stripped of its obno.xious 
clauses as to game, manerial courts, dtc. 
the objects his grace sought of a pecuniary 
, nature might perhaps have met with little 


opposition: the bill might have passed 
into a law, and we, probably, have been 
saved the qiortificatLon of itnes&ing and 
the island of contending against still more 
extraordinary measures which have h>l- 
lowed it; the lust of which we are now 
conaifivring. — In 17 S3 a petition, pointing 
in nearly the .same terms at the same ob- 
jects, again appears on your journals : but 
j do not Observe that any further steps 
were taken upon it. — Now, ia ihcsi; thiee 
several applications irri'Jc to this hou^e, 
what distinctly appears to ha%e been tr:e 
object sought by his grace r To '. vp'am 
and amend that \ery iici, of the operation 
and effects of which i.e is J till coinpian.mg : 
to rais*'^ obji*L'tion» to anri ndief agariist 
injurious toiK-equciv'cj riM-ulLing, us Iiti 
asserts, from that ine><sure. — j^r.d what 
rays his grace of inadequacy of coj>)pen.sa- 
tion ? of the incompotenre cf piihamcnt 
to legislate for hib isi...nd ? of lorcc or 
threats used to compel the proprietors to 
part with it? Was the inalienability of this 
property then urged as a founcldtion for 
any claim, or for the revision of the trans- 
action? On these topics not one word is 
said. — Recollect, sir, h.is grace had been 
six years in peaceable posses.uon of this 
fair domain ; that he had attained the age 
of from five to eight and twenty; that he 
had, apparently, most diligently looked 
into hib titles, and obtained the most 
acc.urute information and advice. Can it 
then be endured that he shall at this day 
contend he is dissatisfied with the price, or 
the mode on which his family parted with 
the property? The objects he now seeks 
might tlien more reasonably have been 
urged, and would have been urged, had 
his grace conceived any such claims to 
have existed. 1 do not accuse the noble 
duke of putting forward this bill of 1/80, 
as a prqlude to others ; that he meant to 
employ it as a step-ladder to ’his other 
claims. I do not impute to him such dis- 
ingcuuousnqss. No, sir, 1 ailirni that his 
grace must have been, us he now ought to 
be, well cont^.nt with a compact so bene- 
ficial to his family and himself, however he 
n^ight complain of incidental stipulations 
in it.— But I am not left to inference and 
conjecture as to his grace's then sentiments 
on the bargain made in ]7<io» 1 have the 
best authority oh that subject to produce, 
iianiely'that of his grace himself. If 1 am 
for he opinion 1 form, the npble 
duke has been the person to mislead me. 
Here is his biU* . De states, that the so- 





Vefeignly, ports, and commerce wete.po 
otherwise required to be revested in the 
crown than us they interfered with re- 
venue; and, considering the liberality with 
which the said treaty was conducted, it 
\yas meant the reservations should be fully 
secured to his family/* Now% can it be 
possible tliat he who uses these words can 
pretend he was dissatisfied, that the bar* 
Lain vvas void or compulsive, or even 
liurohl These transactions occupy three 
vears : can it be supposed that the opinion 
h»^re avowed was hghtiy held or inconsi- 
derately express'^d ! No, sir, I rely on it as 
incontcatdifle proof, that there vras no 
ojiiii’ou then entcrUiined by him or. hts 
himilv, ihat the bim^ain vvas other than be* 
nclicijL — Fn 17 P^j I do admit, thafopi- 
?iion iipT>eurs changed. Tv^*nLy-five years 
aOrr tiu* transaction are di£cl<»scd the first 
frvniptoms of discontent on the part of the 
xiohle duke; for that period of time he 
aiii'i hit) family had been in the enjoyment 
of those advantages which the conij^act 
w'iili goverimient secured to them. Then 
it first occurred to him to advance a claim 
of addition to that price, wliich appears to 
otlicrs not nieroly adequate but most li- 
beral. — To ticcouDL for this change of sen- 
timent is not ilifficult. Between the first 
petition in 1780, and that of l 790 w’hich 
we now have in view, considerable addition 
had been made by parlinment to the insu. 
lar customs; their gross produce in 1/80 
was but 3, ‘2001.; in I7i)0, it approached, 
within a few pounds, to 7 jOOOl. — Here then, 
sir, is the source of his grace's dmatisfac- 
iion. Here the grounds of his present 
hopes of /w/7^c;* comj)€nsation ! — After glan- 
cing, then, at this new discovery of the 
compensation jiaid twenty-five years pre- 
viously, being inadequate, the petition ashs 
the appointment of commissioners to en- 
quire into the nature and value of the 
rights and species of property necessary to 
remain vested in the crown for the secu- 
rity of the public revenue, and as to the 
injury alledged to be done to the peti- 
tioner's remaining interest.— -How modest 
and humble this request! How great the 
contrast with the petition of the present 
day! such as it was, however, his grace 
utterly failing in making out any case, the 
decided hostility of the house to tjie prin- 
ciple sought to be established, induced the 
right hon, gent, opposite me to withdraw 
the bill.-— In the following year coininis. 
sioners were sent, under the authority of 
the king, to institute these enquiries on 


the spot. And here Tdosire to^do 
the selection made ; there were on thiiteotn^^ 
mission men of the highest character fojt 
candour, abilities) and integrity. With th^ 
result of their labours, the bland, as well aa 
his grace, had reason to express, and each 
expresses, perfect satisfaction.— Here, tben^ 
it would naturally have been expected that 
every litigated object, every dormant claim, 
every possible subject of dispute, would 
have been brought forward, canvassed, and 
sifted to the bottom- Serious cause of 
conipliiint have I, sir, against the noble 
claunant, that when this opportunity of* 
j fer^d of discussing a most prominent ob- 
ject in this report, from that discussion be 
shrunk. Had he -then urged that mon- 
strous claim on which the committee and 
his grace’s other friends have so much 
dwelt, of a despotic power in tiie lord to 
iuipf'se. on commerce what taxes he pleas- 
ed, he could not have found a person com- 
petent to speak on the subject, who Would 
not have witnessed against his claim, and to 
the reputation of the right ‘being in the 
whole legislative body. This claim of 
arbitrary power in the lord proprietor, to 
ransom hi« vassals at discretion, with no 
limit but his moderation and their ability, 

I would have met in the island with neither 
friend nor supporter.— Is it just, is it even 
I decent, sir, to decide a subject so grave 
[and momentous as this, without hearing 
the whole of the evidence ; without giving 
to the house of Keys an opportunity, before 
some legal tribunal, of being hcawi ? This 
body derives its origin from the remotest 
periods of aiiiiquily : it is perhaps the only 
Celtic institution reinainir/g upon earth. 
The insular recorjls go back lour centuries. 
At their coinrnciicemcnt the house ol Keys 
existed; but how long anteiior it existed 
under the same appellation, is unknown. 
Before the revestment, the power of legb- 
lation, in all cases whatsoever, they claimed 
and possessed in union with the lord-pro- 
iprietor and his council. The mode of' 
i election into that house^ certainly I shall 
loot defend. But however objcctionablo 
in theory," no instance whatever of their 
abuse of power can be adduced. More 
failhfulr guardians of the people’s rights 
could not have been found. In every dis- 
pute with the lord they have ever steadily 
been found on the side of the pcoplb. 
When these commissioners were pursuing 
their enquiries in the island, there were 
members of the Keys, and other per.ou^i 
then living, whose memory could go back 
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half a century or upward, who could haye 
(luted the traditions of this subject, and 
explained difficuhies, if any there Were. 
To such sort^of evidence his grace did not 
think fit to resort. The; merit of this dis- 
covery was reserved for the labour and 
diligent researches of this commiUee.— 
However valuable tiic report inade^ and 
the evidence collected by these commis- 
sioners of enquiry, little good has yet re- 
"f ulted. There lies their report ; and the 
most important suggestions of improve- 
ment they have offered, sleep with it. — 
From 1790, the date of his grace's last ap- 
plication to parliament, he appears to have 
given these poor islanders a long respite. 
J^ot till 1801 do we hear again of his 
claims. In that year comes his petition 
to the privy council. — ^'I'he course of pro- 
ceedings on that first petition, deserve at- 
tention and applause. As ofteu as the 
conduct of the administration of that .day 
comes under considoration, so often will it 
demand my warm approbation. It was an 
administration in which the public purse 
was liusbanded; but at the same time that 
it was a government of less cost, it was, in 
my opinion, one of more vigour than the 
present. — The then minister, combining a 
just regard to the claims of an individual 
with the duty he owed the public, sent 
those claims for investigation* to the attor- 
ney and solicitor-general. I’hoir report is 
in all hands. It is the most satisfactory 
discussion of a mixed matter of law and 
fact that ever canic under my considera- 
tion.— One of the subscribers of that re- 
port now fills a more elevated situation ; 
from what we saw of him, when a member 
of this bouse, we are all, I trust, convinced 
that he will execute the duties of thaf 
station with honour to himself an<l advan- 
tage to his country. The other subscriber 
I sincerely regret, sir, noc having the satis- 
faction oi seeing this night in his place, but 
we all know him to be a man too honoura- 
ble to permit me to reason from his re- 
port, if he had clumged tlic opinions on 
which it is founded.— Able and masterly 
as that report is, it cannot but produce 
conviction with every man who brings an 
unprejudiced mind to its perusal.— >Not 
SO/ it seems, thought the present claimant. 
To tlie ^lorney and solicitor general his 
grace himself replies ! This is not, 1 pre- 
auine, very usual : his memorial was how- 
evor accepted ; and die privy council pro- 
ceeded to deliberate and consider the 
case.— They came to a decision, and made 


a minute of council. — It was not without 
difficulty we succeeded in bringing before 
the house this valuable document: it nega- 
tives, most completely, his grace's claims.— 
The next step to which the noble claimant 
resorts is to suggest to the privy council, 
that he iiad still another supplemental pe- 
tition to present, containing new matter of 
importance.-r-Thesame principle of equity 
and moderation which characterised that 
administration, influenced it to suspend the 
report till this further evidence was pro- 
duced. — ^Then comes a most material and 
fortunate occurrence for the noble duke— 
a chunge of adminjslration ! Mark the dif- 
ference of their conduct. On this supple- 
mentary petition of the duke of Atiioll, 
which turns out to contain not one single 
fact that can wtngh a feather in the scale ; 
without reference, n.s before, to the attor- 
ney and solicitor general ; wiiliout giving 
them an op^iortunity of investigating tlie 
contents of this precious supplementary 
paper; of defending or abandoning their 
former opinion ; the privy-council come to 
a report in dii*ect opposition to the furnier, 
ratilying his grace’s claims, and recom- 
mending the compensation being granted 
on the insular revenues ; employing in this 
invest igution not many more days than the 
preceding adinioi&tration hud done years.— 
On this report the present proceedings are 
founded. — Before I proceed, sir, to the 
consideration of the subject of the report 
of this committee, 1 must enter my solemn 
protest against the policy of the present 
measure. We are reversing the very pur- 
pose and principle of legislation: setting 
property adoat; rendering bargains inse- 
cure. Nothing but positive proof of vio- 
lence or fraud could justify parliament in 
entertaining such a measure. It must 
hereafter be' uncertain up to what period 
possession may be considered as a bar 
agait t ylaiins that may be advanced for 
turtlier Compensation. It is not for us, 
after the lapse of forty years, to examine 
whether the sale on the part of this family 
was provident or improvident. Were time 
no bar, we are precluded from entering into 
that enquiry by his grace of Atholl's own 
avowal at the commencenieiit of his career, 
of the liberality with which the treaty was 
conducted. If the principle be admitted, 
that the increased value, in the course of 
Ibrty years, of any one object whatever 
sold, be it to the public or to an indivi- 
dual, afTords a fit and just claim for the 
seller's demanding aa addition to his price, 







then, %itf there is an end to the security of 
property. — To this measure in particular, 
sir, I object, because we have now but one 
party in our view. We consider it but with 
relation. to the individuaL Tlie interests of 
the public, the injuries which provoked the 
servants of the crown to resort to the 
measures that were supposed to have led 
to the sale of the island, are now forgotten 
and unknown* Those who are now guar- 
dians of the public purse, no longer feel 
that sense of duty which impelled the 
illustrious minister of that day to act as he 
did in pulling down that nuisance. We 
arc now discusefhg this question as if 
against an innocent person ; as if the couit* 
try had no cause of complaint against bis 
noble predecessors. It is scarce in recol- 
lection, that a yearly sum ofiJ50,000J. was 
asserted to be lost to the revenue. If this 
was true, in ten years the public must 
have sustained an injury of three millions 
and a half of money. But certain it is, a 
gain had accrued to the proprietor of at 
least 50,OOOK beyond Jjis fair legal re- 
venue. — It is quite immaterial to me whe- 
thcT all this was done with or willwut his 
knowledge; he might, and ought not only 
to have known, but to have prevented it. 
Ills duty, us a good subject, forbad his 
being accessory to a violation of the lav\’8 
of the parent- country .—Why should not 
the descendants of the duke s ot llichmond 
and Grafton, or various others, demand a 
review of their contracts? If the country 
proceeds in a piogressive state of improve- 
ment, there will U* a greater disproportion 
in forty years between the amount of the 
revonue they sold, than there is in the 
present instance; but with this material 
difference, tliat vvliat they sold was their 
right. That which is now claimed springs 
from what the duke of Atholl hud not to 
sell; and from improvements resulting 
from Britisli trade, and manks industry.— 
lb come then to this report, which seVms 
to me to rest on four allegations : 1st, Pit- 
cipitancy in carrying into execution the 
agreement. J?d, Inalienability in the ob- 
jects conveyed. 3d, IncOmpelency in par- 
liament to legislate- for the l&le of Man. 
4lh, The notable discovery, recently made, 
of uncontrollable, despotic power in the 
feudal proprietor of the Isle of Man; of 
an absolute monarch ^created by a liihited 
one. On the first head, this alledged pre- 
cipitancy. If the charge be not fimnded 
on an arraignment of the usual form of 
proceeding ill parliamht, it apt>ears com- 


pletely unfounded.-^More time ftan usttUi /; 
indeed, appea^t^ to have been given. 4^^ 
was the noble i^rsonages* own fault if th||^ i 
had not more discussion as well before 
as another branch of the legi8lature,-^Bal 
were 1 to couple the charge his gfadli 
makes of -burry and precipitance ' at ona 
time, With the admission he makes of psN. 
feet liberality at another, this charge might 
be converted into an argument for defalch^ 
tiot), instead of increase of the price he ha#* 
received. — On the next hbad, ofinalienaw 
bility, and some supposed defective formap 
lities ; as I have not received a legal Odtfi* 
cation, it would ill become me to 
word. The house may probably heay 
from those who have had that advantaga^ 
opinions little according with liis gracoa* 

I have, indeed, been inforined, that besidol 
the sovereignty alienated to thccrotvn, the 
family have, from time to lime,r parted 
with tithes, and other heads of propci^ty. 
These titles arc held perfectly safe, and 
never have bei*n assailed by the duke of 
Atholl.— But exercising only one’s com- 
mon sense on this allegation, how ]>erfccUy 
irreconcilcable it with the present at« 
tempt! his gmee of Atholl asks mord 
money. Why? because what he brings 
to market cannot be sold; because be 
can take no price (or it ; because it muait 
be his and his family's property to the end 
of time. Excellent reasons these for re- 
storing, but the worst possible for further 
conipeusating. It is a claim that money 
cannot satisfy did lie come to par* 
liainent on his first, second, or third appli* 
cation, with this allegation ? Had he $0 done, 
it might have afforded fft matter for ex a** 
mination. This is neither the place, nor 
the time for fresh invesligations. 1 am 
convinced, indeed, it is not wished wO 
should look into them. This and the 
former allegation are merely ihroVvn out ai 
a help to amuse tliose who do not examine 
minutely .—They huve no bearing whatever 
on the'question of further compensation.—- 
On the next head of the alledged incom- 
petency of parliament tb legislate for the 
Isle of Man, 1 shall not presume to offer 
any opinion of my own, armed as I am by 
the attorney and solicitor general of Eng- 
land with tiie opinions of lord Coke, and 
Mr. justice Blackstone; 1 cannot but 
agree with tliem in thinking it a question 
on which no doubt can bo entertained. By ♦ 
lord Coke it has been held that by special 
name an act of parliament •* may extend 
to the Islo of Matti" and sir W. Blackstone 
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, fiddst that this right has not rested iu 
' theory, but has been iVcqucntly acted on 
in parliunient/' To the instances cited by 
tius attorney and solicitor-general, I beg 
leave, however, to add another, even 
somewhat prior in time, to any adduced 
by them: this is the 3.1d Henry VIII. 
called “ The bill for Cross-Bows and 
Hand-Guns;" which imposes ptiialties on 
the use of weapons of certain descriptioni. 
^Amongst other places the Isles of Wight 
and Man are exempted ; provided these 
weapons are not used against deer, and 
other enumerated animals. — If so used, 
the penalties clearly attached : here there- 
fore, distinctly appears an act of interior 
domestic legislation for the Isle of Man. — 
The 5lb of Fdi^abcth, c. 6tli, aflbrds an in- 
stance of the exercise of the very power 
repeated in that act of the 5lh of the king, 
chap. 39 , which the duke of At boll and 
bis fominitt<3o alL*ct to term the mischief- 
act. — French wines arc forbidden to be 
imported into the realm of Kngland, or 
any part of the same, except in English 
■vessels: two exceptions are aclmill«;d; of 
Ilocliollc wines into Wulcs ; into the Isle 
of Man, of 100 ton of I'rencli wines at the 
•most. For the queen’s duties on these 
excepted wines, expre^'S piovibiun is made. 
—It is evident tJnit the Isle of Man, and 
Wajes, are here considered in the same 
point of view, as members of the realm of 
England ; that it was equally competent to 
parliament to legislate for the one as foi 
the oilier; and that the importation of 
more than 100 ton of French wine by 
foreigners, was therefore, illegal.— I'hc 7tli 
of Geo. I, prohibiting the imporlulion into 
the Isle of Man of Easi-Imlia goods, ex- 
cept from great Biilairi, important as it is 
in every point of view, has wholly escaped 
the atlenlion of this eommittce. — In that 
act w'e see another legislative measure, 
directly aflccting the commerce of the 
island. — ^The 12tli Geo. I, lorbids the imr 
poriation from the Isle of Man, into great 
Britain or Ireland, of t^qy goods not its 
Own produce, and indict^ the penalty of 
forfeiture, as well of the goods, as of the 
ship convoying tlicin, superadding fine or 
imprisonment on, the persons concerned in 
the,laiidjiiij;. This statute also authorizes 
the JuieiaSsufy to treat with the proprietors 
claims over these regalities. — The 
ac tM ssed in the next reigu, imposing on 
thu^amen of the island the payment oi 
Gffenwich- Hospital money, and authoriz- 
ing the collection of it by the servants oi 


tjic crown- within the island, is equally de- 
cisive. “ Abundantly sufficient," w’e may 
well conclude with the attorney and soli- 
citor general, they arc to show that purlia- 
mcni has, in tact, again and again, exer- 
cised that right of legislation which lord 
Coke and sir W. Hlackstone so justly at- 
tribute to it: Here is both theory and 
practice. Nor has it ever been disputed 
by the inhabitants of the island, or by any 
person, or at any time that I have heard, 
e.xccpt on the present occasion, by the 
noble claimant. — If ever the time was 
when the competence of parhameiu on this 
head, if unfounded, shotild have been dis- 
puted, it was in l/fb, when the act for 
putting d(i\vn snu ggling was proposed. — 
The noble propru tors then pctiti -ned 
against it. A most elo:;nt’nt .Sj.*-'.*. h, oi 
which the meni'''**y ?idl 11 . os h. ti ad; Lion, 
and has b^'cn perpetrated bj the pMss, 
was tl;e!i d-bvered; a v dso on behalf of 
the petitioners, of wlacb i copy is no''* in 
my hand, was tl'cn piintcd. 1)cm‘s any 
one of these dori^nents breathe the .jlighl- 
est doubt as to the power 01 parliament r— 
At that }irriod the proprietors had ii'so the 
benefit of the professioivil lissistann- <»1 
anoUicr most eminent advocate, Mr. Ma- 
docks. Hut above all, they were aided by 
one whose .judgment and ragacity me 
known wherever our longue is spoken, l y 
one of the greatesL btaicsincu and huvy r.i 
the country ever prodoi^c'l, in .‘■horl, b 
lord jMriiisfit ld. J» it that t' ;s 

argument, il niaiutain tbio, could luive es- 
caped his penelra'iui;; ninui : liiat it would 
not have be<’u urpod with tvpiai fi rce imd 
inoie eireel tliaii any afiduced b\ ihe iid\o- 
catc.s ar ling lor tlic* uoldc petihontrs. — Be-, 
fore I adwit to tJ;e last cJaim this report 
states on iadialf 01 ' ihe lu.ble dnke, of the 
power of arbdrary l.ixallon e.xisling in the 
feudal propneUn’, J beg leave again to refer 
to t’ 0 same valuable document, containing^ 
the case submitted to this house in IZOi, by 
those proprietors,— INTany years ago 1 dis- 
covered it by accident among the papers of a 
deceased parent. IdUlc could 1 then dream, 
that I was this day to produce it as contain- 
ing & complete refutation of this despotic 
claim ; an unanswerable proof of the right 
of co-legislation enjoyed by the house of 
Keys, of which i have tlie honour to be a 
member^. — I'lie petitioners there state the 
insular government as composed of three 
estates: 1 st, ** The. lord, who hath ever 
retained the rights of the ancient kings in 
asi?eiiting or di£S;,ijting to the lavirs pro* 
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posed */’ 2d, “ In the governor and coun- 
cil;" and 3d, “ the Keys, who are the re^ 
preseiit&tives of the commons. — ^Tbeir triple 
concurrence makes the law." “ The laws 
of the island," the petitioners add, “have 
cstahlished a book \>f rates."— Now, sir, 
w’ere I required to furnish a distinct, clear 
deliniiioii of the power of legislation us it 
then existed, 1 could not do bett«r than 
refer to tluit prepared by the noble claim- 
ant’s fulher. lUit 1 ask whether his state- 
meut be not as distinctly and clearly irre- 
coiicil cable with the claim now advanced 
by this committee? Were fiirtheT proofs 
required of the latter’s claim being utterly 
uiil^nuidud in reason and m fact, those 
proUiS are furnished h\ ciiat \ery coinmitiee 
tliemselve:- . —in .'.e v\i'\ lir^t paLV‘ of their 
prinl' i! pri‘nf*, iL- y '‘aie. tnun tlfO leport 
of the { d an al- 

If^’diion (it he; ;:,Taee- thju iji, luuuly hud 
the p(e\er ol uu c.eanr the Iv.t.cS, with 
tiu’ onsent of ti’c Iv ^i-ititurc.— -Next they 
111 the third . vtf- collected from 
llie \.ii('le of ti.e evificnc'c, ihut it is not 
probable that tonsent would have Iweii 
given without an equivalent,— llcvdly, sir, 
1 am at ;i to conceive how the claim of 
ari)in.iry t.i\auon in 'the lord ean, even in 
liieir own oj)inioii, have one moment sub- 
fisicd in conti.idiclioii to prods so decisive 
ai' thii<-:c. — But, Siiv the coniinLtteo, “ they 
not di.sr:ovcr<^d, nor were they ndVrred 
any other iusIicac o*' Mie intorlercncc 
f'f the KeW', ns tii ij ohs of nilet, or du- 
ties on iiuj)oK.Aiion or oxpoiiatiou," ex- 
cept one in 1730’. — A.: u » 1 .ly, sir, I ap- 
peal to tlirir own e'-':lt‘nri., Tn page 4-2 
they theni..ei\e.'5 insert an insi.lar statute ot 
1734 , impo?ing duties u'or 2i years on im- 
portation of an*ack. equal in amount to 
the duty before p.iyubl-s: , dulioi on all 
other spirits; on wines, (.oifec, tea, India 
goods, lu short, on all foreign goods what- 
soever, apphcablq to tlie repair of tlieir 
harbours. — 'IhL statute, sir, (which has of 
course the consent and signature of the 
Keys) I produce in particular, detached 
from the ocliers, as being in point-blank 
contradiction to this most unguarded as- 
sertion of tlie committee, “ that they had 
not discovered or been referred to any 
otlier instance of the interference of the 
Keys as to duties on importations of e.x- 
puriatious." — ^'I’be intervention oftlie K^ys, 
as the committee still niqre broadly assert, 
was con titled to matters of internal regula- 
tion, and assessments for local purposes.^ 
From their own evidence I will again, air. 


prove the direct contriiry. It short, >t 19 iqpi-^ ^ * 
possible, I 'must repeat, that the framers ijsf ^ 
this report can have read the proofs on wliiett' " 
they ought to hav^j formed it. — Before f 
look more minutely into these proofs, part 
of which was laid before the commiltec by 
myself, I think it incumbent on me to no- 
tice the expression of surprise with which 
an hoii. and learned bart. has been pleasacjl 
to accompany his remarks on ttie part I 
took on this occasion ; as if it wore a pri- 
vate, ex pane transaction, in which niy 
lutcrforencc was improper.— *-I have sat iii 
this house nearly 20 years. On all trans- 
actions in which the public has an interest' 
t have constantly thought ii the duty of 
members of parliament* to pay aCtentioii« 
and, if in their power, tb aiTbrd information. 
This I have considerct .1 not merely as ex- 
cusable, but us their duty. High tis the 
uulhority may be of the bon. and learned 
ban. 1 shall require authority still higher 
than Ins before 1 forego this opinion, and 
this practice. — In proof of the indubitable, 
and, till now, undisputed, right of the 
house of Keys to interfere in all matters 
of legislation without exception, 1 shall 
now proceed, sir, to call the attention of 
the house to the sevei'ul acts of the insular 
legislature, termed acts of Tynwald, which 
the rcpoit of this committee lays befom 
us. — 'I'ho lirst legislative act in order of 
tinu*, of which a record now exists, is in 
14 - 17 , wit'nin a few years after the grant 
from the crown to the Stanley family. By 
this act penalties dre inflicted, or declared, 
against the receiving felons by certain infe- 
rior barons; or on persons concealing them- 
selves within these petty jurisdictions. To 
to tliis act the Keys are, eo nomine^ parties. 
Objections, I know, may be taken to the 
forjn of this instrument* Its style is that 
of “ indenture," but the eftect and sub- 
stance of it are clearly legislative: penal- 
ti(js are imposed by it on the subject. Al- 
lowance must be made for defects of form 
in bairbarous times, where the rude'and igno- 
rant inhabitant possessed^ no other language 
than his own dialect of the Celtic. — Next, 
sir, I would beg to draw» tlie attention of 
the house to the first book of Insular rates, 
dated in 1577 , which the committee as-^ 
serts to have been made by the lord of ^h« 
isle. — Again, 1 say, sir, the direct con- 
trary appears on their own showing. These 
rates appear, in their very front, to be but 
“allowed and confirmed” by flenry carji 
of Derby. How can a man allo\V and con- 
lirm his own act? Is it not most palpable 




PAU^iDEBATWi Claim. 

that tbi« act must be tha act of others? question.-^Iu l69f«,l am ready to admit# 
that it was complete when presented to him the lord proprietor# by his own and his 
♦for conhrmatiou ? It is not pretended that counci Ks authority, did innovate *an this 
the lord was sole legislator on any other book of rates* The commissioners of ecH 
head but imposing port-dutiea. Ilow is it quiry warn us of similar strides of power 
possible he could be in this, when lie him* having been attempted. They tell us' of 
self, in the very firtt instance on record, a few exceptions in which the commands 
claims to be, not imposcr and maker, but of the lord proprietor have been obtruded 
mi^rely as giving his allowance and coufir- as laws on the people." Between tlicse 
mation ?--^Safely as the case might here be acts of power, and the constitutional laws 
left, I do[iiot leave it here. An assembly of the country, 1 have already observed, 
of the legislative power of the island is there is this evident mark of distinction ; 
called once a year, or oftener, of which the latter are invariably proclaimed as laws 
the Keys are constituent members. This in a court of Tynwald : the former never 
is termed the court of Tynwald. Here were. The alteration made in the book of 
all legislative acts are proclaimed; aud rates in 1 692 never was: therefore, I say 
until proclaimed, they are npt received as it never was the law of the Jan<l. — Gen- 
law. Certain customs by the lord’s com>^ tlemcn 6{>eak of the house of Keys not 
mandment, put in writing by the Deem- having opposed tiiis obnoxious measure, 
sters, appear to have been thus proclaim* At this distai^ce of time I know not the 
ed on the 13th of July, 1577. Now, sir, fact, whether they did or did not. But if not, 
1 defy the noble claimant to show me one even at this day motives of excuse for their 
eolitary instance of. any law whatever, forbearance may readily be imagined, 
founded on the will of the lord, being Uius These, sir, were days of calamity to the 
proclaimed. A proclamation at a court of Isjc of ]Man; they had other more inipor- 
Tynwald, or of a court of Tynwald, must taut subjects of dispute with their lord, 
necessarily and essentially be of the acts Me had pressed forward claims to all their 
of that court; the Keys were indispensably lands. The island w^as then deeply dc- 
niembors of it: and, after careful research, pressed in poverty, and it would have been 
1 cannot find one instance of the U>rd, ai>- imprudent to irritate the lord proprietor 
splute as he endeavoured to make himself, on a subject of comparatively, and at the 
though certainly never so absolute as he moment, little importance to them. These 
IS here pretended to have been, ever at- duties were of trivial amount ; paid by 
tempting to obtain the sanction of this so- strangers ; and it was not then foreseen 
lemu proclamation to his own mandates.-— how much, and by what means that a-* 
Next, sir, I will point to the solution gi- mount was aiterwaids to be augmented.— 

, ven of u doubt which appears to have Even in 1 706, it appears, sir, by an act 
arisen on the interpretation of this book of Tynwald, slated by the committee, that 
of rates. A fee ot one penny, had been ‘‘ the poverty and mean circumstances of 
£xed by it for the entry of every boat; a the people" had prevented the payment of 
dispute arises to w'honi tlie penny be- the lortrs fines ; and that to raise on tbo 
longed. It is decided to belong to the island an assessment of so small a sum as 
captain’s ejerk. By whom decided? Why, idOl. a delay of three years was necessa- 
by the Deemsters and Keys. Now, sir, rily given. — Where then could the Keya 
1 ask whether this'does not most distinctly hi e looked for the resources to enable 
negative the assertion that the lord was thorn to enter into new contests with this 
the single maker of the rate ? Would not powerful lord proprietor ? They might ba 
the litigating parties have resorted to the silent; but vvas their poverty, not their 
lord to expound what be had himself made? will,’’ consented.*— -The motives, or length 
Would not the person whose claim was re* of titne, of this acquiescence, are now of 
jectcdby . the Deemsters and Keys, have little moment. I shall couvmre the house, 
complained to the lord of their invasion of that tlie lord has solemnly renounced this 
H^pr^^^tivc? would the Imrd himself supposed right. And renunciation of an 
in that invasion ?— To my assumed right proves ten times more 
uuderstuiding, these circumstances, even strongly'" against the renouncer, that it 
separately^ Imt teken together, most in* was unfounded, than if he never had'Oa-^ 
dispuUbly evince tl)6 very contrary of the sumed it.— An act of Tynwald of i7d69 
, committee’s assertion, and prove the lord after slating, “ that the present book -of 
proprietor iiot to have mode the rate in rates had. not hitherto had the contend 



laid' biftdUfVtiftriw thiS *4 ^ofcjhold^teeif ^rofm^fSyr ’Bo^erei^^ 

daiiis, <;6nsenta; And enacts By the n^uth<3k claW as the |>resefit seehismt war .1 

rity aforesaid^ that the fates mddrfl^d ahif irery futidamentat laws of sbcle^/ ASftJ - 
altered sht^ld be Icvi^' without aUctatioi^ liefe, sir^let h^e a^eal to the adtb^^ 
of any additional dudesj custdnii, ,or dtheff erne* whose' n&me gives iyeighl to all he Srfg >vv 
impositions to be laid oti any goddi ex.; wHtfen ; to ^honi the gepetaladmissibn / f 
ported or imjjofted for the future/' Ilia his bwiv add eirery suceeedi&g generatiooi 
^mce 8 friends evidently feel that this act hui allowed St place amongst the idost e^u; 
of Tynwald is dectstve dn the question.: lightt^nedWme'ii. The v^orksbf iKisgreiali 
They saytfie Keyi ** claimed, or assutnhd' wan hav4 ■ iKien \hdught t&orthy the parti- ; 
to themselves the right of condrmii^g the' ciito attention of a prelate, as distihguiEthr* 
rate." This is notcbrfect; it was not as-' ed by his piety, as he was emine^ot by hfei* 
Slimed; their right is admitted. IfiUoutd learning and talents. Presiding oVer ond'crf,. 
be pretended that the proprietor liimself the colleges at Cambridge, he encouragied * 
was then tinapprizcd of tlie extent of his. the study of the work to which 1 allude, ‘ 
prerogative, d^es he not appear to have the Best foiuidatiou for the furm^iifg pum!' 
been surrounded by his ofliitefs and tria- public prtnciples. "OftenhUsSlp^ me m- 
gistrates? Sevenr of them auBscribe this law. cnlcated the utility Of its fi^liciit peru- ' 
Call it be possible that this despotic power sal ; and happy i am in this opportunity of . 
could have had ari existence in right, and expressing my veneration for the memory 
none of these persons whisper iti the lord's, of this worthy pitlate; my gratitude for 
ear that he was imposed On fcan any man be- his kindness ; and the pride I feel in claim^' 
lieve that thOy would alB Be parties in a inghim as my relation. I allude to Locke's 
robbery of the lord ; and not merely of the immortal treatise on government, as edited 
lord, but of themselves? The rales of by bishop Law. If any one,"* he says, 
36'92, appear to have been imposed, not shall claim a power to lay and levy taxes 
by the lord singly, but By the lord and on the people by his own authority, and 
council : what could induce the council to without Consent of Use people, he hereby 
combine with the Keys against the lord invades die’ fundamental faw of property, 
by whom they were appointed, to deprive and subverts the end of government ; for 
him and themselves of power unlimited, what property have I in that whifcli anbtlmr 
but legal ?— Decisive evidence has, I think, may by right take when he pleases to hinnr- 
been given, that this right of arbitrary tax- self ?— *But to return to the labours of this 
•alien never resided in the lord; But if committee; they have asserted, sir, that 
there were a- doubt, a 6t occasion offered the intervention of the Keys was confined, 
when the commissioners were on the spot, in all instances’ but one, to matters of in* 

Tor its solution. At the proper time, in ternal regulation; ^ Extraordinary osser- 
the proper place, and before competent tiOnlTook at their own evidence. On the 
/judges, his grace of Atholl did not think 3d Au^dst* If 11, you find an act of Tyn* 
it convenient’ to institute this enquiry. Sir, wald for ** preventing frauds in .her ma- 
I must infer, and any man must infer, he jest's customs-;’* this is an insular mis- 
did not, because he knew it Would be de- chief-ac t which originated in the suggestion 
cided against him.-^But admitting for a of dtistbmdiouse ofiicefs there resident* 
‘moment the arguments adduced against; Had it not been at a subsequent period 
thisodiousclaimuottobesatisfBctoYy; that suspended, this 4ct alOne would have cpt . 
the evidence on either side wall balaneed’l up dmagglin|;by .the The only boon 

still I should hope this house most coftie to’ tm Keya asked in return, was tho liberty 
a decision favourabJe to the Keys. It is prtK of 'vending their native, produce among 
bable, the practice in this island mutt have their wcaltaler neighbours. It wak' refused' 
been auatogbus to that in the surrounding them,-^! dm sorry, sir, here to remark tha 
kingdoms. In ours, I deiiy there ever contrast between die then Conduct of this 
ejusted a right to tax the people without littlecominfunltyi knd thafof theserv^fe . 
theirown concurrence^H^Somemoderiikit^ of fhe croWn, the Wisdom of the insular : 
'toriaris attempt to fix the period whmre^ legWator^Mn prefemng the advantage^ 
aentetionbegatu Vain the attemptl It was resUHiog from r^ular industry, as a more 
not the gift of an Henry orao fid^rd. PiOib ^sertain voad to prosperity than the specious 
our Saxon progemtors we derive ftrj^whd profit’ of^ illicit comtneire.’ A more en- 
coeval with our representation was Ihc'right Tightened policy Would have induced the 
ii^ the popular assembly to grant or to wSb* treasuiy to compiv with so reasonable a 
Vox.. V. j Q ' 





petition ; to have cooferr^ it as a favour, 
if npt as a right, Concinviug, then, thut m 
"" ;dterii^ive remained hnt to smuggle or 
starve, In )7 13 the insular legislature sus- 
pend the former bcneticial law ; .ai>d prr^ 
bably the smuggler soon resumed his an- 
cient habits.— After the fouiUil proprielur 
had once consented to the abolition of 
illicit traffic, it would dll have become hioj 
personally to sanction its renewaL ']lo> 
relieve ium, perhaps, from this odium, tlie 
plan was adopted of granting a lease of hh^ 
customs to two straiigii.'r8. I'be tempting' 
^Ifer was made of a rent of 1000 guiueas ; 
and the magniheent idea pot in practma of 
rpsoTting to foreigu India compatides lor a 
supply v^paa find other coruinodities to 
smuggle bh our shores,— Then followed 
tlie act of the 7th Geo« inhibijtiug such 
importations, except from tlie mother- 
country: aiwl within a few years the draw- 
back on goods exported to tiie island was 
;disdl lowed, —The lessees* profits from 
iarming these customs being thus curtailed, 
they ulered to surrender tlieir term. It 
was ac^.‘epted« But does it appear that the 
feudal proprietor claimed indemnity ^r| 
the dlmmution of his prodis ? A clcfalca^ 
tioii theu probably tpok place hi hjs iucoc^c 
from thiiS source, of 8001, a year, nearly 
ecjual to 30(K)1. at the present day. But we 
.do not $nd that any complaint was uttered, 
any allegation made, of wropg done him by 
parliament in thi^s abridging bis customs, 
Again, iti 1726*, the court of p^ss 

and proclaim a law, approved by flip iprdr 
riestrainiug th^ cxportaiiop of salt. W Uhin 
five years after occuiv o strange measure, 
indeed, fur this puissant MM^)«uiri ii of man, 
ppss^^ssing powers greater than the aovo'- 
jcign of L^rUglaud* Our king can cirevisUp 
fCoppcT coiu by 'Proclamation : but jh^rc ijt 
appears that the ieudal pojfrietor ob- 

liged to go to the bouse of Keys,, for W>!iie 
to give curreiH^y to a few huodn^ pounck 
viprth of haltpence,-<^Qii the 
^his ijead of tljc por-’ 

feict conddence auid perf(ki/,iN?c;urijb>v.tsi ^ 
j^yidpnee cpllecte^l by this 
selvjBS, os proving 

ijwir assertions,— The. last .subject 10; 

^^vhich 1 ,aba4 entreat tbp 

Committeeii VK^ tba^ of tlip ipf npddjf 

.t]>e 

treatip^bis pbjeei^,^ ;i^y 
w^i%rdpc)rtv, ^rajuafi^robje 

or to be aaubjecit of.s^, eje 

'1^ I 


p^id for their Uuedt rv^i4,p^t.ta be jcqpsi- 
dered, ai any tiiiie,, or ^u.der any circuia^ 
Stances^ as merely soujccc of profit to ,aii 
tmiividuuh—By Uic i^rby ftmdly it woe 
never probably so v^^wed. Their princely 
Ibrtune* put them ulwve t))e need of the 
niWmblc produce of these duties. *J'be le- 
gislature uiost have intended them -as a 
squall .aid toward the defraymg the ex- 
penccs of civil go\erninei>|:, timii wholly 
incumbent on tlie proprietor s land-reve- 
nue. This his grace r«:Uiiiis,.libemted from 
the burtl^en of civil or miktary cxpe.nditure. 
—Another circumstance I inpst noiice, as 
placing tliis subject in a ftdse light, wlucji 
IS the calculating the f>robiiblc uiuuuut of 
the proprietor's duties in 1765, on pi csent 
produce,, present consumption, or present 
actual huportatipji. The population iu 
the intennediate time has arisen one lialf. 
The degree of increase taken place in tlie 
wealth of the island it is ditlicuU to culcu* 
late. A comparison between the rents 
paid then and now would indn ate an ad- 
vance from four to ciglU umes the amount 
in With the increased numbers, and 

the increased means of the inhabitants, 
haw great must be the increase of duties 
on imported luxuries !— But as we inus^t 
take spine criterion, let us even, take Ibie 
most favourable one to the nobh? cluiinant. 
Pursuing it with the ultorney and solicitor 
general, it turns out, that lire revenue to 
the lord, on the niobt favourable year that 
had tlieu occurred, ac<’-ording to the an- 
tient scale of duty, would have produced 
8461. ips. 'i’o winch, u is adnnUed, should 
be added, the a^c^age produce oi a duty 
oil herring-boats, a salmon hsbery, k'c. 
Making together 10()8l. Ips. — I 
have also, sir, two calculations, one on on 
average, pf seven years, of die actual im- 
.portniions, which, with the addition of tlie 
Mill docs uotanmunt to 1004)1. 'i'be 
formed un the importations pf J 862, 
in whkb the largest importatioi^ 
&v]e^>Jtopw^ were inade into the . iflaiid.> 
Wit&tjhti addition, tlris would amoui^ 

^127015.- The csdculaticpi give^i hr by 
Ifia gnoMs^^ m^ikes tb^ lir 

jdituui^d articles prp!di;ce.686). 3s. fid. Thp 
ud7 vajprem mticl^s ^ N ow, sir^ it h 
pifetty that on head! .wldfli 

Cjmte asporiigmi^^ -namely, the duties 

wofagfef imcJo^selyi^bi^ 
pit k I cdpcjWfi^p W 

pfk><»y/l^M;b/«V|eiry other 

smtie ^^4 wh,i9biodMi^; t\i 



Httnnicty to gi^ 

duf» ci^dit loi^ th«^ sum of v^svki 
also have iuducad them to notke thm 
omission, on had ilief 

awitre of it; to d<>duet fniw the aaioaut, 
the expenc^esf of cuHecejoti., of .ih« dLvil 
jftovernmcnt, and ali the other irhiisrg^ on 
the sovereign, la the aame, or iu a tiigber 
ratio, tliese mast have arivancech In 
tho5^ appear to have (uuouiitetLto 77 7 h 
reiicy. At this day it is probable tlwy 
would have absorbed every shiHiug of lliese 
duties; — A no tlier observation I itiubt make; 
Mr. Speaker, is^ that these recerpu and 
pavineiitsare bat in Munks carrency *rthat 
18 , one eevL^nth less than sterliag.-^'Fhink 
ing, as 1 do, any referiiiice to luesent cif« 
cu instances, iii order to draw results ap« 
plirablo to a state of things iorty years ago, 
to be fallacious in itself, and injurious to 
the cause of the pnbiic and the tsiami, still, 
fiir, 1 cannot avoid making a further 

IS tnus 


remarkb on the computations tWus found- 
ed. — On behulf of the duke of Atlmll, a 
paper of calculations was' laid before the 
committee, applying, as it is said, the 
rales of 1%!?, lo the imi^orUttoiis of 1S02* 
— Ile^de the articles of licensed goods, the 
present great source of the his alar revenue, 
it upi>eara.that in IWW, upon non>eiumie- 
rated good'*, payingrei tain per-centages, %a- 
rying from l/i to t.!} jim'cent. arose u reve- 
nue jif Ul<>jsL I (is. lOd. From that same] 
soiiri:e, I am iiiQirmcd, his grace computes ] 
tlwj propriety pcr-contage nl In no 

case, i believe, but with regard to corn as 
a matter of regnlatiou, did tliis exceed 1B| 
per ct>ut. on g(x>ds now imported free ;of : 
dniy^ or ^iibjrct to a |icrH[;ri«ag<--~Now, 
sir, pivmisiing tlmt a, large proportion of 
the ifthiud, probably .i third; perhaps a halti 
is rnonntaln ; assuming tlie number of .pro- 
ductive acres at l(k),0<)0, und tliuir avo- 
mg^irein at ten sbiUings; in both.rnf^aiices' 

I doubt exceeding the truth, . the 
of rent will be ^O^OOOb-H^Nextf 
lating whal Vvonld bh.tbe vaipe of 


2 i percent. 2199I; I fidd it 
•bo then beside the pHneipal fund 
which these cu&toms ariscr oaiwe^t tIOtjieBj 
on licensed goods^ the great 
portation, and Which Otttt 
it is neressery for his gi^eoVcaise^ to«|a^ 
that the value of noii^oumeiwted ^i^^ 
importe<l into this stitl 
island) and winch riUmdt bd Mknu^ 


certaihed, p^bbitbly isleeeddt by Ihw 
7iKt0l. its «wbQlo>, rebtalt-i*-\Vd teo^ 4iien^ 


tfcabto 

£0«<i^4.;to* .^wW6b :i0'' strictii^f . dd, 
apply : ^whpn 'tiheao iWkd , 

Hminedf; lhe^va<N)\vlbpb4«v ht’b 

nol unprebidw ^ eerily believe, : 
rally impefisihie to true.-r^> 
Huctnatkigibe tttt»td4r revejQOiU. «nd ,eve|V 
oiust be,; wlieh governed |b<o^ 

grtiui «S) ike good or iik success, 
herring fishei^', I isejijwk, ‘jhaib. t%: 
griiss amount of revenuo ni igtW; fSpew 
to. have hern 10*475l. ^5* /|’heih»^ery, 

of that year failed* Uitd U; Jfe^n 
cetsliul aatbttl of when 
amounted to 4001 I d,, tben^ after 
iiiem of all dmrgest, the surplus would hai,v4|;, 
been I6s* ^d. A pepsi^i of 300i^ 

bos since, it is said* been iiiiii'posvd >n this . 
revenue^ which would tliarelore^ redue^, 
this year'sapparenisuf plus to 23 jl^L 3d,r , 

. policy of the tnother-cpanb^y, sir,* 
the itiiere^iB of. the islaitd Astilf, require 
that itsat^k, tho^iWlii‘ry;Sl)Oui!d. recidt’e 
every possible ei^^ragemchlf^ itb morg 
hands, aud lucre capital employedv^ li may 
yietbe couBkkrabiy.extcnded^. bouiv 
lies that aiayhcra^^r be dtumed may call 
for the whole of tbc apparel^ surplus. I 
uorler&tadd, indeed* that this uvynt is by 
no means improbable, l^he continuance, 
file extension* or the increase of thm 
bounties', would find tif the duke of Akholj^ 
of necessity, ucunstani^pun^v^ 
on the oiber hap4r his utmost hash^t^^ 
and would cooimue id bd* ipxcr^d toaugf 
mm the customs* accounis dn your 
table prove the fiuctuation of tbef^emtornsV 
at present they are on the decline. ^ 11)0 
conmiittee state,. ^ that tiba. revenue of ,1302 
produced more than 1301* but of 1305' 
nnd : I 894 lliey say ^pthiag,. c , Why f fie* ' 
cause l^ie inkrancea td be cirw^dlrpm. those 
yeara^ though awfte to tlie. pui-pose* do not 

suit their views - of thd SUhie<ft*'T'®“t> S*0 
each ^;4e»o yehrs*. pnd eyecy year, pro. 
Isenis it,tdo 6tvo^ra|lja..vfe)r pf the insuUp? 
^aainieJ^ 4^^ tbefff im- 


to be importedJh otie;year to pn]Hrluda4i^^iea. 


tbieat the 

i ptbo^ Uw,;«» w«ii^icl¥ri‘We proiwrlioh , 
^ tlie Isleof Mao, qii 
(9»mtQCKl^iO),|w:,&ij^|o.w. duti^ t^rvaj-jt . 

.*!>? ^"1- 

«a),ieBwa£ •A'rWs^I, , 

io..tbe bi^T4 cuiteina ^e avpi^- 
of.tbh . ' 

eed tlfcir estijwcig^^iMMU s^wV 
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ish^ck these frauds.— Among other eirUs and improving pnblie .edidi^s, andeverir 
resulting from Its being placed in the hands other public impfoveaieiitt may be so much 
ere now ^nd it, in the committee's report taken out of his rent«cliarge. It has been* 

I observe' the extraordinary admission iltai for instance, thought that some of the in-t 
a sum of. upward of 20,0001. arising from sular magistrates and oOicers receive iiitido- 
these customs, is suflfered to remain in ar* quate salaries^ What hope can they have 
rear. .Where are we to look for this sum? of increase? In sliort, what measure aU 
Are we to advertise for it? Why is it not paid tended .with, increased cxpence will here- 
into the exchequer? Has not parliament after be eCTacted, if the surplus becomes^ 
* .precisely directed it to .be so paid? But tfte joint properly of the crowq* and an 
arc* I am grieved to suy it, so habitu* individual ? Do >ou not continue this fa, 
ated to the violations of aqUof parliament*, milyi of necessity, either their own ene- 
• timt we discover another flagrant inst^ce, mie$^ pr the hereditary and constant op, 
without any emotions of surprise.— If this ponentS' of the island* benefiting by its 
revenue were under the management of the (diarges, losing, by the sums expended for 
CostoOiB, it is by no n>eana probable its its advantage ? Do you not make it their 
produce for so many years would be thus interest to be perpetually proposing new 
withheld ; nor can I understand why this ta^es? |Lveu with regard to the motheiVi 
should be permitted .^The present claim* country# tbp ^ugtiou may not be void of 
by one of its sup|)ortera, who appears to danger; . It wUl be the interest of the fa- 
Itdmit it to be unfounded in justice, is put mily to encourage, by every means, the 
on some vague grounds of generosity or largest pc^ible importations ; but perfectly 
' liberality. 8rr,'l am not ashamed to say; indifierenFin poiut of interest it will be to 
that as a' member of parliament* as one of them* whether tliese importations are con-, 
the guardians of the public purse, ! do not sumed at home or elsewhere. Is this a 
comprehend the term. The liberality of situation in which a ought to be 
an individual, out of tliat which is his own* placed?— But ifil be determhted, sir, to 
I do understand* and know how to prize admit this claiip, if it must be compensated 
imd hpnour* But how can 1 be lllieral out of the means of those on whom last 
but of that' which is not my own? Mow of all this burthen should bp imposed, in 
the guardian display bis iiue feelings the name of God do it at once! Exe^rcise 
at the expense of his ward? The member your omnipotence. Take what you please : 
1*01 parliamcent* out of the pockets of his you may do it with impunity* But do not 
constituents ? But, sir* tbisact of liberality create, do not leave behind you a constant 
[s attexq^d' lb be exercised, not out pftlie source of dissatisfactiotu Do not erect a 
pockets pf our pofi^tituents, but otit of land-mark of discontent* by imposing per* 
tiie pockets pf those virho have op repre- petual burthens, which will at the same 
sentatives; who exclaim gainst U; who lime perpetuate those feelings of jndignuT 
think it not liberality, but an 'act of tion which the present measure has excit* 
.^profusion and u\ju8tlGe.— far from giy-. ed.^ Consider bow harsh it is to force these 
. iiig the present claiiylant further compen- Isliandefs tp pontributefor ever, to a cause 
nation, they, say they ^re as well entitled which |hey .dispUiim and disown*—- [..uok* 
to compensatioii as hidiself.* They.'have sixr the case as. applied to ourselves, 
had none* bo^ would think it doubly , hard ; ' tbei'O raised in any country so 

to be exclusively sxitiefl^ to tlftf seppr^ gr Idai^^Tenue when 
; ^ and every furtbar, cismipf ebxo^satibb;^ No mqn can pretend but that 

:the already sir^ itiapaid with 

to. advance, AVbraeven|yeater. burthens 
out of our iriew in what cape ttit. jaH^m ao long as tb« exigetieiea of the 

. blaimaftt htmsflf ie cbtn|w stub jr«qulra.jt*^an4 wp have Uie means* 

citato a claim he alledges; toJbe^:W^ founded: tbaab hw^ manfully bear. 

. Qutofan uncertain and flqeiaidiiy fevenuO:'^ Atid ytky^i Becauso we have the conviction 
yod put his interest in direcMid Pohstimt^ /thaii they .are our own benefit : that 
^ ^.,oppdisStStt't«* the weifere of thatsljipd* ' >a:iiass by that ;pa^ in the en- 

^ , ^,will bb W the interop of hlia: a||d^]^ no other comv- 

?ro.udly conscious of the 
to.de{ire«iaa}p^ iaettimable blessings >Ye 

alhle >ts lieceitsai^ expenditure. are ready to . contritmte up to 

charges oLcieql^: any-^oont the public. exigences; may rq- 





fluirc. fcui f woMld 9^ ft® rigfct hon bad they ie8i«l«d if« 6ntiiii|K^ 

<he chancellor of the e^cbcqjuerj wouW hope couWlb^y. have eoiertiuiied^rfi^^^ 
Iheae burthens be eoduwlr if there Abaniioned^. diehr natural 
as general a conviction, that they were ap. williout a^tid i with the ja»t odium ^ 

plied to purposes of iudi visual adviuUa^? ibem Mtacbing to -tbis:>Deiflriotta ,|r«^ 
Again; would it be safe or prudent to that resUhtupeinust have been fruitlesa^ 
pose the charge of remoneratiug an indi- The surplus of tbcdr fovenne they pert^^ 
vidual for services, however brUlianU on set apart by parhamenv undohblh^^ibr ' 

« this or that town, or this or the other pa- their use. > Other praa&of lbeinow^^i]^ 
ri'di? What must bo the feelings of the of parliament toward the^t they 4duiO!e^ , 
district on whom he was thus quartered? ladge, and of the exerdtee of tllip 
lJut still more, if its inhabitants consider^ erf its power they do not coropWo-^AdlO 
ed the burthen imposed on them as arising compensation to the noble cliumaiit» . ' 

from otlter motives than the merits of the bas, already been given most amply, as fdt ^ , 
ftvoured indtvidual.>^The strength of the as money can be its measure^ /l"he lasjr ' 
Isle of Man is its weakness, its reliance ^proprietor .of >tiits regality*, sreighing tlm 
is on the generosity and magnanimity of solid advantages to his reiit*roli, by ^part? . 
pariiameiit. If you do them this wrong, ing with the island, against the ^ratificfit 
and tl>c effect be but momentary, in time tion to be derb^d from its possession, pro* 
they in,ay forget it. The remembrance of furred, .and I think wisely, that which was 
pdsi kuiduess, the hope of your returning beneficial to his family, to the pride of 
favour, will afford sources of consolation; grasplngjn his hand a barren sce^tfe^ But 
but do not, let me adjure you, do not in- if the thing must be done, let it be dead 
diet a wound that is to rankle and fester in the way least ofieusive to the feelings i)jf 
for ever. — No grant eximlly of the nature the payers, 1 trust, hpvvever, it will not 
‘ now proposed has ever, I believe, been be done. On the part of the people of tho 
made. However objectionable some of Isle of Man, t pix>tesC against its injustice* 
those the most nearly apj^rouching it may As a member of parliament, 1 protest 
have been, tiiey are lost because coming gainst such a waste of the public moiiej^^ 
out of the general mass. Why cleeort this Never was there a periqd when it behewed 
policy f Why uiqxisc on one speck in the us more narrowly to watch its expenditure, 
.empire a burtiien intended for the beneht On these grounds 1 move, f** that Ibe fhr* 
of iiidividufilt;? — On the whole, 1 would ther consideration of this report be pat 
ohsei ve, llirit tljc allegations in this petition off to thit day three monlbs.*^ : . . , 

aie unproved and unfounded; that the •Sir W,, Burroughs Brgi^ 

femlal proprietors did not possess an arbi- ments oi* the hon. gentleman, and siqw 
trary power ol* imposing taxes; that neither ported' the claim of the duke of Atboll for 
Henry IV. nor James I, in lact, granted, an additional compunction. He attempted 
or could grant it ; that if it had been at- loproveby a reference tolord Coke, that the 
tempted to be granted^ that it would have lord of tli« Isle of Man was formerly an 
been an abuse of power in the grantor; dependent mbuArcbi l^udU^t the imusq of 
void and illegal in itself; that the dutieaof Keys was not a legislative but only a jodi- 
1,577 might be legal : buUboseof 11^32 are body. Thq members of that houso 
clearly against law^ and fraudulent, till > could .not be termed, representatives qf 
confirmed by the insular legislature > ihat the people, . fo^r they were seU-el^cted* 
even at this day the Revenue transfer]^ by The fords pi treasury in 1765 .bad 
- the proprietors to the crpYni, certaui^iy been/ authorised tofreat widi the repto- 
could not on its gross prodoee ha^ aver^ of,tte of the island, witV 

,aged ISOOl. a year; and pmbably du^ .any, imppiMlionthaf any other par 

not have cover(^ the expenew^foh were ehlbi^«v^T^ of Atlmil rg- 
incumbent on it; thqtilw present fused ' td alfotiate bis rightSti It was tiqt 

menu of tile island) from whieb. till the government of this country sliewed 

revenue would be txticaeUd, are' ibo a^ disposition to abridge those rights that 
suit of boops granted- by 4he l^liab^ the alfon^lon was; agreed to. Theqorm* 
iiament ; that the right of vfogfelabOn co$J prejtosiony of this country to 

Stanrly exercised by parliexneiit byerU^^ Imlifod and America were 

islanders, is founded on. the best e^^ned 1 was no better tight . ^ 

thorities: that .the revenue,^piirliaiimnt legMate for Man, except as the holders 
r imposes, the islanders pay ebeerfuliy; bdt ^Qf the rights of Aeford|# The cusfoips 





' fifienu^ Binen hoc] ii^creitsed ,from 

i 6'4O00U a y^9 eoiti>^ 

^Ihnsatlon yrhicli ivsis to be regulated by^ Uie 
leialt of the experimeut was cletmed' ae- 
. . leohliilglyi « The sum of .70^0001. with the 
. pentibn eras an inadequate compensation. 

' . l^-atfvertod to the purchase of the ben- 
lalilo Jurisdictions of Scotland, lahieh ti'Ord 
IHsty highly paid for, from che^ considd* 
ratioh of the honours surrendered. He 
'' tlrnstbd the mhiority of* the present duke, 

. tvheti the ^vas mudei would 

. |;rtb force to tliese arguments^ atiddispqae 
the house 50 . coAskier the daims nO\r 
: iaade as valid. • . 

'• Bon^ said, when he opposed the] 
present reception of this report^ lie dkl }t 
' fftt tlie principles laid do>v» by lord Cokrv 
sir Wm. Qlackstotie,^ and by the attorney 
And solicitor general, who had alj con 
curred in the opinion, that the ^thority 
^ t>f parliament pivratnount, ahd that it 
tnlci an unquestionable right to legisidte 
Ibftbe Islo'of Miinv , Whatever ingenious 
reasoning might Biive been employed by 
' the bon, and learned baronet, there were 
tio facts to shew that the duke of Atholi 
'"was independent of this control. l*he 
commissioueFi appointed to enquire into 
tbit business said, that if the custom duties 
were increased^ it must have been with 
the* consent df * the Ctav^n Insufct^ who 
would, require a return for such a con- 
. cession. Hotr, theii^ could the duke ob- 
tain an increaM^f revenudfrom^ this source 
. to the extdnt that had been pfetendedf 
ITie only question of importance was, if 
the , eompensation already made to the 
bduse of Atholi was grossly inadequate ; if 
it' were not,' tliere could be no sufficient ! 
lieasdn for opening what had so long been 
doted, 'rbfe increase of profit, from tlie 
sldvance of populatfoay dnd the imprbve- 
ihent of the sUte of society, could mit h^ 
any fit ground for such a- proceeding. H# 
'Was in the privy eoancil men tbisiubjHfi 
wi^as before it, it Was hof; thtirefore# wholly 
tiew to him. The matter wi^ at that imi 
aeferred td the 1^ officers dfll^d 
and their repoit was receivi^o^hli 
respect it delwveH. Td this ifepirt th# 
0 dble duke was permitted to wWy» hy tlib 
aabreise of unusual ihddfgSnce, Itr tM form 

J .« i fc.lh.fn4i ^ f 

I diwirten 
tiie^c 


Iwas laid 
applied to summit 
fe; jAtcM aiim the privy^oudi^rt 

With thiit^rhss 

new tkets sbddld not bnly nd^ 


but Important.* :* Whdnhe ()fr. liond)‘was 

ho longer a bomber; the phvy cduii< il 
baitie to a resolution, that the remune* 
,mUon tviis ihaflequate^ but lie know ,no« 
thing of wliHt led to this change of senti- 
ment and had in no respect altered his 
opinion on the subject. If it were not 
cofnpetent, the oma probandi was with the 
ditke^ and that burthen he had not thought 
proper to sustain, 'i'he memorial stated 
that . the ' revenues of 1805. .were much 
greater 4haii those of 1765; bhe should the 
decompensation he governed by tlie present 
state of 4l*e income, and, not by the pro- 
duce at the tjnici the .contract was made f 
Itiis. was an application, it should be re- 
memberech. not to the lil)erality, but to the 
ijttStice of the house ; and on no principle 
of justice' n<>uld' it be supported. 

Lord GicnbeP^tfie asked, if the opinions of 
the attorney aiul solicitor general were to 
be considered Jis law ; or that they werfj 
supposed to be binding on any in^=‘inbrr of 
that house ; lord Coke’s ojiinion was erro- 
neous with respect to the right oi England’ 
to Icgishue for Ireland at that time, as had 
been declared afterwards in effect by the 
act of 1782. Ills opinion relative to the 
Isle of .JM»n was equally unfounded. Yet 
the attorney and solicitor general had only 
pronounced a negatKe opinion on the case ; 
they had never come to any positive de- 
cision. For his part ho thought that, from 
a consideration of all the circumstances of 
the case, if he was on a jury upon the 
merits of tbe case, he should be bound to 
.'say, that at least it was entitled to rc-cou- 
^deration, 

Earl Temple observed, that the business 
had . tbe appearance of a job; and, of all 
-tiifiey that could possibly be pitched upon, 
the present was the most unpropitious to a 
niciisulrb of that sort. ' Seeing the very 
heavy i^burthens to which th« people of 
|it%la^,che!6rfully submitted for the ne- 
tSssary tbe state, he u^ould not 

think of voting away their mbiiey to ahy 
J]Etdividd 4 lj^ however highly respectable, 
tnlicaose the revenues of the hie 6f 
Blhp hktl ihereased since the bargain was 
* If the ilrst contract was a close 
bilgiuny ak'hud been urged^ hh conceived 
that coinpli^^ could not 


and belbtb Ihe'ljj^^dniblf be pMU tb hIS yevtfr^d reli^tive (Mr. George 


6reAvltle)i then the minister, and 

Ml^ SdOrdyitfedtofqhe public money, 
he ffilt hifhaelf bound to 
k^t^Vt tte'amdftdment. ; ’ 

lino GkaneeUer. 6f ike ^Bxchefitr jsup- 



ported the original <notipD» He cpnaidercd 
the cooipeii^^ifop ip p i\i;p-fpld esp^t, ns 
a compensation for dignity, and as a com- 
pensation for revenue. > The original suni 
of 70,0001. might he ppnsidered as nearly 
exhausted by the coinpensuliop for dignity, 
leaving buV a small surplus for revenue. 
Tie urged the claims of the duke also on 
account of tlie increase pf revenue since 
that period. 

Mr. IVindham considered tlie business as 
what was vulgarly called a He 

thought that a case had never occurred, 
which involved so unwarrantable and 
fili.inicful an abuse of the public money. 

I-ord hlaquiere and Mr. Rose sup- 
ported the petition, and spoke at great 
leiiglli in favour of the original motion. 

Mr^ HntikfSy Mr. IVilUrJorccy and Mr. 
argued against the motion. 

JMr. Hhvndan said, he would detain the 
house only with a very few words, and the 
rather he should be disposed to confine his 
reuiaiks, because, excepting from bis right 
bon. friend below him (Mr. Windham), he 
harl heard very little that was applicable to 
the qucstioti." The committee in which 
these claims were considered, had been 
treated as indecorous, irregular, and even 
clarnorous. It had the general defects of 
all open coinuiittccs, and this was all that 
could bn statcfi justly against it. The 
wiiok; of tlic pre.^ent debate was out of 
time ; the gentlemen wiio bad discussed 
the subject ought to have attended in the 
coniruittcc of which they complain, and to 
have assigned their reasons lor the conduct 
they would now pursue. The question 
now before tiie house was, whetlier tlie 
report of the committee should be taken 
into coinsidoration ; and it was absurd, on 
such an enquiry, to examine into the 
general ments. The whole afiair Iiad been 
charged as a ministerial job. 1 ic should 
not easily be suspected of .conducing to 
any project of this kind, and the doubt 
was not what the duke of Atboll should 
receive in remuneration, but whctl^r jtbe 
house of commons should preserve that 
dignity at»d justice in its proceedings, by 
^hich it should be ever cl^r^Wrtseo. 
Much of the argument had been applWd 
to the sovereign rights of the house ^ 
AtlipM* He should hnvo hieon e^tmmely 

g}ad to have seen U?® rightho^. ajftorr 

neyrgetie^Hl iu hit place,, to have depi^ 
,ejtistence ofeuclt r^gj^ts, and be dM not^ 
..appear in his plac^ to ,«>ijppprt 

0piAioiHJiieii9l^^t#|Teaf^ hf 


cai^cture, that the ngbt hoiii and : 

gentleman had^ Abandoned his 
seutinieuts. .He reluctlantly opposed tbf 
friends with whom he was accustomed to 
concur, but he felt it his duty to vote 
i-eccivina the report. , ./ 

Mr. Grey spoke at length . against rh^ 
claim, and made several observations on 
ihe arguments advanced. —The house then 
divided ; when there appeafed for ihn 
original motion 114; against it 48; ma* 
jority 0*6*. 

The Chancellor o f the Epeeheqjaer then pronr 
posed that the cummUtee be appuintM 
for Wednesday next, as the first open dayr, 
which was opposed by Mr. Curwen and 
Mr. Peter Moore, who moved an amend* 
ment, to insert the words on Moiidajr 
sc'rmight. The bouse then divuiech 
Against the amendment 40; for it 14> 
majority for the committee on Wednesday 
C6\ The other orders of the day were 
then disposed of, and the hou$e adjourned 
at half past throe o'clock to Monday* 


JIOUSK OF l«ORPS/ ^ 

Monday^ Jane 10 ^ 

' [MiTTOTps.] A message was received *' 
from the commons, importing that the 
bou.se hod granted perimssjon to .sir John 
and to sir Jumps Stewart, bwnets, ta at^ 
tend their lordships' committee^ if the said 
members thought fit.wA second message 
was received from the commons, presented 
by sir John Stewart, including^ an exposk* 
tion of the grounds on which the commit- 
tee of that bouse (to whom the considera- 
tion of the affair of sir H. Popham was re-» 
feiTcd) required the attendance of the ead 
of St. Vincent to be examined before tbenr, 
>^lx>rd Sidmoutl) shortly addressed tlieir 
lordships, lelative to ttie last message 
from the commons, to the purport, as we 
could collect, that lie waa authorised by 
bis noble fri.end, the earl of St- Viocciit, 
to declare that he was ready and willing tp 
atteiKl the eommutee pf the commons, 
should tbeir Tordships please to permit 
tiim.-^Lord VValsinghani acquainted tlip 
bouse, that a noble marquis (of Abercornjt, 
tben absent, intended to submit a motion 
to tbeir lordships t(HOorrow, reapeettog 
the sitting of the committee of the wbel^ . 
hou^ DJI ,the ease of Mr. justice 
Tbe bills Open f be tgbie were forwaided 
tbojrseyerai^si^s. 

Salaat BiLt4 
Earl pf Bifck^ghamihirc .moved tl^ 
first bdl onltiorisi^^ 



.^ 1 ' 

^ayn^imt of a' scdaiy to the cbal rtnan' pf the i ip the event of a person duly qualified fo^ 
^parter sessions of the county of Lutk'asterJ the oilice not being found willing to act 
'«Dp which / J without it. Inshdrt' from' thf* opinions of 

The of Kadnor ro$e, and exjpres^d f all those he had consulted, and from those 
Jbis decIM 'disapprobation of (he niea* | most conversant with these tilings in that 
sure. He observer), that the office to I pari of the country, he was convinced it 
. ^tiich the bill applied was one of untienti was an innovation rendered nr^ctissary by 
institution, greatly conducive to the pubfk] the peculiar cirbumstarices 6f the case. ^ 
^welfare '; and the more so, as U was always | The Earl of Bridgewater made a few ob- 
;^^ormed gratuitously. /He was willing jsefvatipns in favour of the measure, and, 
4d admit that some sti^ong and plausible ar- 1 after a few words in explanation from 

J uments would apply in tlid pre^qpt case. I the earl of RadnoV, the question was put, 
their lordships consider the dutieajand theam'ehdrhent of the latter negatived; 
'iWbicli were imposed on jurymeti, to be. j after which the bill was read a tihjt time. 

, gratuitously penormed, and %vho ^ Were ii- j • [St. PAiicnAS' Poou Bitt.] The 
able to be fined if they did not attend ; in I Bishop of A$aph rose to make his 
that respect, what difference should there I promised motion relative to this bill. 11c 
he between the county of Lancaster aiid j observed, the small mistake which gave 
.other i^unties 1 that part of the country J rise to a precipitate reading of the bill a 
vraS vbry populous, but was highly pro- j second time on that day fortnight, had 
^ apierbds ; why should it possess the advaii-j prevented those lordc' who disappVavwd 
* 4ages of prosperity, without at the same I (he measure from delivering tbcir senti- 
suffering some of the disadvantages (men ts, or those who petitioned agninst it * 
which re$aUed from it ? Were the bill in I from being heard by their counsel at the' 
question pifss^d, tltere would be appitca* | bar. For his own part, he greatly disap"'** 
tions of a siodfdr kind from other quarters* I proved of the bill; so much sO, that he 
He had sevoraL'bther objections, but he I should presently move that the order for a 
tK)w objeettKi to the principle of the bin;! committee silting on the bill io*niorrow be 
and, under his impression of it, would (discharged,' in order to follow it up, should 
move to an^iid tbo' noble. earl's motion, (he succeed ih it, with another motion for 
by subrtitu^ybr the word now,'* this I committing the bill on that day three 
day three dtOUths'.'' ' |tfiunth8. This he was induced to do, from 
The Elart of BucktfigHamft/nrc said,' he Ibis objections lo the principle of the bill; 
Was aware of 'several objections which] which, in fact, was totally to repeal the act 
might be made to the bill ; but' the truth | passed towards the end of last session ; an 
wsM, that all those whom he had consulted | act, which had much time and labour be* 
on the occasion, were impressed with the 1 stowed on it by several of their lordships, 
oiecessity of the measure,’ and were ofjm acommitioe, and in which it was consi- 
^kipinion, that it was impossible to carry pn jderably ameiidnd and iniprovf‘d ; this, the 
";tbc business to which the bill referred, j petitioners for the present bill, said, they 
^ wthout a provision of the kind ; so much j found from experience ; from the expenence 
, «o, that he thought he only discharged j of not more than half a year, to be insuf- 
his duty to the public in supporting it ; the j ficient to its purposes, and they now desired 
part of the county of Lancaster to be Mts total repeal as the best means to carry 
BflTected* by the bill Contained an immense jits p ovisions into effect 1 Who were the 
jpoopulatton, a gredt psirt of whoOi werejpeirsons lb be called Upon for this ? Not the 
^m^ufacturersr. For the Ibi'ee last years,} parish of St. Piincras. Tliey were a select 
office in qnesttdh was eifOcut^ by a ! body Or t)uml>er of men, styled them^ 
])brs6n who resided thirty miles firom tbe j selves the guardians or directors of the 
place; the measure ' under boiist<ferafiohi poor. The object was to take the adminis- 
.'SKras necessary in the opinion of many doa-J tratioir of siich afiairs from the vestry at 
' waraaiit with the business of the dourteof jtaSi'gO^tlid churchwardens, dee. and to vest 
justice* '' His' loriisfaip went tntd a state- jtt iiiThe said ^ect body. The right rev. 
^ment of the Humber of cases in thh jiitelate 'theh'^ettt ihto the history of the 
year ISOO/ and the four follOwii^ y^rsJ origlhal bHl vdikh caihe beforb their lordi- 
emd adverted to the seriduS ittconVtoh^CesJ ships towards thd^ latter end of the session 
Itnkf Were thbse/ df theldf labSy knd described the pOWers which 

IpMler part of they, left to'bO tr^^at'^the] l^'^jinbthoters' of bill lequlred should 
. /aqstses; 11m oi9y|be*vedied id ilieth. They were Wbe self* 





dected; tbe^ were to assess the rt^s; all 
the vacancies were to be filled up by them; 
they were to produce no vouchers; they 
were to be their own auditors, iVc. All 
these improper provisions were amended 
by their lordships. The result was, that 
the bill, ou account of the late period of 
the session, was lost for that year. The bill 
of last year, ameliorated and improved, as 
he had alluded to. followed ; and this bill, 
the panics in question suy, is insuflicient to 
its purposes, because it did not give them 
power enough. The present bill went to 
do away all the amendments made by their 
lordships to the last act; in fact, it repeal- 
ed the original bill, of which, without mean- 
ing to otl'end the aristocracy of the parish 
of St. Pancras, he must express his disap. 
probation. It reminded him of a bill, not 
long since, and very properly, thrown out 
by their lordships; the professed object of 
which was, the improvement of the art and 
mystery of chimney swtq)ing-— ‘[a laugh]. 
The object of that measure was, to place 
more power in the hands of a seh et body 
of opulent chimney sweepers. Wcie the 
bill under consideration sufFer(?d to go to a 
committee, the long and tedious discussions 
and hearing of counsel, who would have to 
argue that black was white and white ivas 
black, would be endless ; lor the worse the 
<'au$e was, the more subtle should the dis- 
tinctions necessarily be — [a laugh]. In con- 
cluding, his lordship adverted to the lute 
period of the session, and expressed himself 
decidedly against the farther progress of 
the bill^ and moved, “ that the order for 
the committee to sit ou the bill to-morrow, 
be discharged.” 

I’he Earl oi Suffolk approved of what had 
fahen from the right rev. prelate, and added, 
that the bill in question proposccl to relieve 
the poor, upon a principle, that those of 
the parish of IMiu-y-Ia-lhnine were better 
regulated; a position which ho must rletiy ; 
for, in Mary-la-IJonne parish, there were 
upwards of 40,000l. raised, for the main- 
leiiance of 1,01 .‘3 poor persons ; whereas, in 
the parish of St. Pancras, only 10,5001. 
were raised for the support of about half 
the number; there were some other de- 
tailed considerations, he observed, to be 
collected from the report of the other house 
of parliament, which would . lead ihim to 
decide against the present bill. 

• The Zor</ ChatKelhr, after shortly re- 
ferring to what had been said by the right 
rev. prelate, relative to the i^oceedings on 
tlie former bills, and jocularly ullu'diug to 
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what was said on the hearing of counsel, 
deprecated all hasty de^sions on bills of 
such a nature as the present. He adverted 
to the scenes of confusion and animosity^ 
and the numerous litigations which result* 
ed from certain popular parochial elections, 
more especially in large parishes. He ar- 
gued 111 favour of the bill’s goin^ to a com- 
mittee, and adverted to certain legal dtf. 
hculties, which had arisen with respect to 
the operation of the existing act. After 
Slime further observations from the noUa 
and learned lord, as to the merits of tb4 
particular question before them, the house 
divided on the motion of the bishop of St. 
Asaph ; when there appeared, for that pro- 
ceeding 7 ; against it 31 ; luajority for th 
bill 

[Conduct of Judge Fox.] A copy of 
the evidence taken before the close com^ 
mittee of their lordships, to whom it was 
referred to investigate the truth of the 
matters alledged in charge against Mr. 
justice Fox, being laid on the table ; 

Lord Minto moved, that the same be 
printed for the u^e of the inembers of the 
house," 

'Fhc Lard Chancellor^ after adverting to 
what liad been thrown out by a noble and 
learned lord the other night on the subject, 
observed, he had anxiously enquired with 
respect to the proceedings then alluded to, 
and found, that the house had been, in these 
instances, so cautious, that some degree of 
restriction prevailed with regard to the in- 
spection of these documents, even by peers 
themselves; and, the order, in which their 
lordships then expressed the parliamentary 
usage of the house, stated, that tire evidence 
(in the case of Mr. Hastings), printed from 
day to tlay, was for the use of members of the 
house otdjf. With this jirecedcnt, and under 
hi.3 own convictions upon the case, be 
would beg leave to amend the noble baron’s 
motion, by the addition of the word ‘^onl}';’' 
so that it would appear on the journals, 
that those with whom perhaps it most par- 
ticularly lay, had not forgotten to do what 
they tlioLiglit their duty. 

Lord IJawkeslfurif stated, that his idea 
was that the same degree of publicity ought 
to be given to tlie evidenct* taken, belpre 
the committee, as to tliat given at the bar 
of the house. He wislied for no more, nor 
could he take less. 

• I’he Itord Chancellor agreed so far wi^h 
the noble s^retary of state; but repeated 
his opinion of the impropriety, injustice, 
and probable mischievous coiisequeiices of 
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sufTeriug general publications of un/jnisbed 
trials to go forth, ^ ‘ 

Lord Si into observed, tliat his sole ob- 
ject was the attainment of substantial jus- 
tice ; he had ho objection to the noble and 
learned lord's auiendaicnt, but alluded to 
the difference between the case of Mr. 
liastings and the present, where the }>arty 
bfid , no .possible means of learning what 
transpired in evidence on the former occa- 
siem, except throiigli a proceeding of this 
kind.— The question was then put, and the 
jfootion, as amended by the lord chan- 
cellor, was agreed to. 

[STirLNOiARY Curates' BiLt..] The 
order of the day for sunnnoniiig their lord- 
ships, upon the blipeiidiary Curalcb* bill 
being read, 

The Bishop of T^ndo/t rose to move the 
second reading of tins bill, J lc describ- 
ed the leading provisions of the mea- 
sure, contended for the necessity of a 
regulation of the kind, and expatiated on 
the bciieficial cn'ccts. which wuiiUl result 
from it. lie described with great icehng 
and effect the iiii.'.cruble and (legradeil si- 
tuation in whicli niimbef s of the curates of 
the Church of England arc now placed, 
Janguishiiig in poverty and obscurity on 
their present paltry and inadequate sti- 
pends. IJe contendcid that the biJ! could 
not involve an invasimi of private property? 
as that spt!CK's to winch it refeiTcd v. as not 
as a frc€:ht)ld property, but including seri- 
oua and iinporUiit duties which the incunn ! 
bent was bound to perform, ortopiovidi * 
a substitute, at an adequate siihu\ ; and he 
.argued that no woll-toundod objectioiib could 
apply as to the dibcretionary powc'rs ol the 
bishops. He insisted on the propriety and 
justice of allowing the t'uratc who peifoinj- 
ed the duties, a stipend proportionate to 
the amount cjf the living; and cnncliidcd 
by rccoinmending, in pathetic tciins, the| 
cause of the unfortunalcj cuiaies to iho pe-j 
'culiar careaud protectign of a I3nli‘h house 
of peers! The rev. prel«ito,then moved, that 
othe bill be liovv n^id a •:Lc<md time. 

I’lie I'birl of Sttjfi'olk took Uie opportunity 
to state, tiuit, iiocoidiug to infurusatiou on 
which he could rrly, ilie small addition 
.lately grant(<l to the salaries had not bond 
Jide been. paid to* the in ; even the full uiuount 
#i^d(the poor 761. linear. He related an iinec- 
<lote of a hidy, who some years since be- 
. qp^uhed an addition of 20U per annum im 
t|^,j5plv which the curate of a certain pa- 
ri^' was paid} but, instead of paying the 
l^r. mail this annuity in addition, in* 



cumbent docked bis salary of an equal 
amount; he hoped no such practices would 
prevail in the cases under consideration ; 
there should be some degree of publicity 
in transactions of the kind, and the value 
of livings, &c. should be reported to some 
iidicial quarter. He was glad to under** 
stand, something of that kind was provided 
for in tlie bill. But, he observed, the situ- 
ation of the curates alone sliouid not be 
attended to; numbers of the poorer order 
of berudiced clergy were equally objects of 
considt ration ; and, of whicli his lordship 
relatoil a striking instance, wh ch he was a 
witness to in the Mortli of i'iiiglnnd. 

I'he Lord Chancellor^ after declaring him 
self a warm advocate for the object of the 
bill, entered into a detailed cousideralion 
of several of Its provisions, which lie agreed 
were matters for i.<iU)Ub eousicleralio.n in a 
committee : Ik; hoped, consiflering the late 
period of the session, no delay would lake 
place. Some of the provisions of the bill 
were new to Inni ; and due regard, he ob- 
served, should bo had to the extent of the 
ciiK , Adverting to an obsiu vution which 
fell from the* noble earl who sj)oke lust, he 
said he should not turn adveitUcr tor the 
ct>iuplaint8 of (‘urates. 

'i’lie K.irl orA'////b//., in explanation, said, 
he was imhbted for mneh of the important 
iiiforniariou lie had lecf ived on the sub- 
ject!, to what he bad said in that w^ay on a 
iormer occasion. II(‘ received more than 
too letters, most of them with names to 
them, though the general reipiest of the 
writers was tliat their iiauies should nut be 
mentioned. 

The Eiirl of liridij^ncnirr made a few 
Aibservalions in iiisour of the bill; but 
thought it eontained some provisions which 
wcK; iit inatter for Intme cunsideiation and 
aiuuudmeut. 

The IMiinjuis of Durkin^^ham luul the 
jirincijilu and objects of the bill warmly at 
heart. It was ei^sential to follow up. the 
imperfect measure of last year, and he had 
uo fears as to the bisliops’ abusing the dis- 
rrclianarv powers vested in them. . There 
w^re,, he agreed with some noble lord.s, 
certain parts of the bill worthy of serious 
future consideration, and susceptible of 
amendment ; yet he seemed to say, the ob- 
ject ofpthc bill vvas so desirable, it w’ould 
be belter it should pass with all its imper- 
fections on its head, than to belotaily lost* 

The Bishop of St* Asaph enterted into 
some detailed /•.onsiderations as to the me- 
rits of the thtnisure, and adverted to some 
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serious instances, in which the residence of 
the incumbent was thought fully as impor- 
tant, if not more so, than that of the curate, 
JVIncii as he h'.id the object of the bill at 
heart, be coull not go the length of the 
noble nianpiis in saying that he wished the 
bill to pas#; with all its imperfections; but 
tliesc, he hoped, iniglit be g('t rid of. 

Lord Am Uami spoke goiieriilly in favour 
of the bill; the principal object of which, 
the securing the residence of a clergyman 
in every j>arisl), he had greatly at heart. 

Karl I'itziAltiuuu thongli friendly to thv 
principle and ol>iectof the bill, adverle<I to 
>ome parts of it, which lie seemed to think 
very objectionable, and which should he 
mailer for serious hiture coii'^ideratiou. 

'J’lie Uisliop of Jjo/uIoh shortly exjdained ; 
after which the question was put, and the 
bill read a second time ; and, after a short 
explanatory convcrsaiioii bclwcon tbc right 
rev. prelate, the lord chancellor, and lord 
NValsingham, was committcfl for 'J’hursday. 
*— Atljourned. 


noU'^K or COMMON'S. 

Mo/uhn/, June 10 , 

pi. Nuir.s.] Lord J. Thynne brought 
in a bill for the bettor recovery of small 
debts ill the city of Bath ; which was read 
a lirst lime. — Mr. Whitbnaid moved lor an 
account of the date of the warrants of the 
treasury which were hud before his majesty 
on the 52pth of May, 1800, res|iecliiig tlie 
deticicncicsin the account of the late Adam 
Jellicoe, esq, as also the names of the per- 
sons to whom the said treasury w’arnints 
were issued. Ordered.— Mr. Whitbread 
also moved for an account of tbc bal.uic<*s 
in the hands of the reccivcr^-goiieral of tlm 
Kxcisc uj»on each (]Liarter, from the jth (»i 
January, 17.93, to the .^th of Jaiuia; y m the | 
present year ; aUo llie name.s of the ]u*r- 
sons in whose hiuul-> the said biiliuices re- 
mained. The hon. member aUo mo\!'(l 
for .an account of the nanics of those per- 
sons in whose names navy, victualling, anrl 
transport bills had been fundet) m the years 
179-^» iind 1796‘, for sums exceeding 
the value of Q0,000l. 'Khose several ac- 
counts w'ere then orderedj. — A person from 
the bank, pursuant to the order of the' 
house, presented an accriuut ofithe un-| 
clanncd dividends; which w'as received, | 
and onlered to lie on the table.— 'fbe Kx-j 
piling Laws bill, the Loyalty i.oan bill, the { 
irish Militia Pay and Cloti^hing bill, the 
Lottery bill, a^iid the bill for VtiguJaiing the 


Fees of Offices in Ireland, were severally 
reufl a second time, and ordered to be coitf- 
mitted for to-morrow. — Lord A. Hamilton 
moved lor, and obtained leave to bring in, a 
bill for the purpose of altering and amend- 
ing the corn laws which were past in the 
course of hist session. He considered the 
uvcKige pi ices therein slated to be’ much 
loo high, and particularly such as related to 
Scotland, — An account was ordered of the 
<iuantily of Herrings cured in the Hie of 
Man, an<l sent from thence into thi-sCouiY- 
(ry for c\jM)rialioii from tlie year 1790 T6 
the lu**t year. — L'jxni the report of tho 
commitleo to whom the petition of the 
f.ondon Docks Comjiany was leferrcd, 
leave was given ti) bring in a bill for grant- 
ing the sum of ()0,0001. to the said companj^ 
for the completion of tlie said docks.— 
k’oloncl Craufurd moved for a weekly rt- 
tiini of the men raised under the additional 
lorce act, from the .5th of April Iasi, to the 
latest period. Ordered. — Air. J. Fitzgerald 
moved for an account of the Irish Debt 
redeemed in Knglaiul, to the 5tli of Febru- 
ary last. Ordered.— Sir W, Young moved, 
that the order of tlie day for the second 
l eading of the Woollen Manufacturers’ bill, 
should be jiohtponcfl till 'I'luiixlay next. 
Aduiiral Beikeleygave notice that he should 
on the same day move for conlmuing the 
bill for the suspension of penalties which 
passed in tlio last •^♦ssioii. Mr. j*eter 
Moore staled, tint this busnuss had been 
three years undci tho consideration of the 
house, that it w'as a subject of the utmost 
irnportaiiee, as it affected tlie livelihood of 
c.'uove 100.000 mdustnons men, who had 
served a J -years appn-r.ticeship, and whose 
e\ei lion had m the mean lime raised- a 
C(‘ntiibntio:i of abo\e yo millions sterling 
fior.i me conliiient ol K.uropi*. They would 
lor.e the entire value of their long service, 
if j)Or>ons were to be allowed to work who 
had not served a similar apprenticeship. 
After some farlher cun^ers.ition between 
sir Wm. Young, admiral Jh;rkeltiy, and Mr. 
Moore, afirnirul Berkeley moved for. and 
obuiined leave to brmg in, a bill of the iiu- 
tuie be bud stated. 

[Duke of ATiior,z.*s Ci.aim.] Mr. 
Crccvff/ rose to remind the lionse, that he 
had, some time since, mo\ed lor an ac- 
count ot the balance in the hands of the col- 
lector ot customs in the Lie of Man, and 
the reasons why the said balances were 
not paid into the treasury, as by law' re* 
ipiired. An order was then made, from a 
return to whicii it appeared that a balativ^ 





had been accumtilftting in the bands 6f 
the collector for three or four years past, 
the amount of which, on the 7 th of Feb. 
last, was near 20,0001 • and the reason 
pleaded for not paying it in was a letter 
from tl)e secretary of the treasury, direct- 
ing the collector to bold over the balance* 
He therefore signified ins intention to move 
for a copy of that order, with the name of 
tlie secretary who signed it. 

Mr. HiUy Addington immediately rose, 
and said, he was glad that he happened acci- 
dentally to be in the house when the hon. 
geiit. signified his wish ; and as the order al- 
luded to had been issued u hile be was secreta- 
ry to the treasury, he would, to the best of 
his present recollection, explain the circum- 
stance. In the autumn of 1 MOI , shortly after 
the previous change of administration, the 
noble duke (of Atholl) presented a memorial 
to the lords of the treasury, upon the 
ground of his claims on the Jsle of Man, 
.which memorial had been referred to the 
law officers of the ctown ; slioitly after- 
wards the noble duke had called upon him, 
to request that the business of his memorial 
might be expedited, as much as possible, 
tbn^ugh the hands of those ollicers; and at 
the same time made a request, that an 
order might be sent to the collector of 
customs in the Isle of Man, ti*) hold over the 
balances then in his bands, niul which then 
amounted to no more than 40001 . In com- 
pliance with the request of the noble duke, 
and not apprehending any interference with 
the letter of an act of parliament, which 
directed the collectors to pay their balan- 
ces, from time to time, into the treasury, 
he did write a letter to the collector to re- 
tain in his hands the balance he then had, 
until further orders. He hoped the house 
would acquit linn of having written that 
letter with any wrong intention. ' It often 
happened, of necessity, that the secretary 
of the treasury did issue letters on several 
occasions, without waiting a regular order 
for that purpose, but* he never could have 
supposed that the collector would use that 
letter as an autiiorify for reuining in his 
hands the successive btilances of four years, 
otliervvise he would ccrtaiiily have repre- 
sented the matter to the lords of the treU'* 
a^ry, who would doubtless have recalled 
that order. 

. ‘Mr. Curwen said, it would be directly 
4 :ocitrary to all he had known of the right 
bon* gentleman, to suppose for one mo- 
fiusnt that he could be voluntarily privy to 
sinister transaction. The circum- 


stiknee, however, was another strong proof 
of the necessity of enquiry into the affairs 
of that island with the utmost minuteness* 
He concluded by moving, ** that the com- 
mittee on the duke of Atholi's petition be 
revived, and that the said collector be or« 
3ered to attend the samc,'^ Ordered*—* 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS* 

Tttesdajf, June 1 1 . 

[AfiNUTEs.] Their lordships, pursuant 
to the order of the day, resolved into a 
committee of privileges ; and lord Walsing- 
bam having taken the chair, Mr. Plomer 
was heard as counsel, at some length, in 
support of the claim of the duke of Rutland, 
to the Rods barony. After which, the 
committee deferred the farther considera- 
tion of the case till Friday,— The various 
bills upon the table were forwarded in their 
respective stages ; among these, the Army 
Pay-Ollice Regulation bill, the West-India 
Free Ports, the Post Horse Duty Farming 
bill, and the Public Accountants' Audit 
bills, severally passed committees of the 
whole house, withemt amendment, and were 
afterwards rejiorted.— Linghain's Divorce 
bill also passed through a committee ; but 
receiving an amendment on the motion of 
lord Auckland, the report was ordered to 
be uuuJe to-monow,— Lord Waisingham, 
(in the absence of the marquis of Abcrcorn,) 
moved that the committee of the whole 
house do proceed farther to-morrow in the 
consideration of the case of Mr. justice 
Fox ; and that the counsel be called in at 
half past two o'clock, and their lordships 
summoned on the occasion, which was or*- 
dcred accordingly. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday j June 11 . 

TMinutes,] Sir VV. Curtis brought in the 
Port of London Improvement liill, which was 
read a first, and ordered to be read a second 
ttnio to-morrow. — The Spanish Red Wine 
Duty bill was read a third time and passed. 
— A person Irom the Bank of England pre- 
sented, as moved yesterday by Mr. Whit- 
bread, a return of the navy money issued 
from the Bank, with a list of the names in 
which the same were drawn, together with 
the amount of the respective sums. Or- 
dered to lie on the table.— The Loyalty 
Loaiii the. Subaltern Officers, the MiKtia 
Adjutants and Serjeants Majof, the Lot- 
tery, the Assjissed Taxes Commissioners, 
and the Tristf Militia bilb* went through 
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committee stages, and were ordered to 
be reported tci-morrow.— The Dublin Police 
bill ¥rent through a committee. Ordered 
to be reported on this day three weeks, and 
to be printed. — Mr. Moore presented a 
petition from the city of Coventry, congra- 
tulating the house on their proceedings' 
respecting the Tenth Report of the Naval 
Commissioners ; see vol. iv. p. 846. Or- 
dered to lie on the table.— Mr* Rose 
brought in a bill for the better employment 
of Seamen engaged in the Coast Trade, 
which was read a first, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Thursday next*— 
The Southern Whale Fishery bill was read 
a third time. 

[iMraACHMENT OF LoRD MeLVILLC.] 
Previously to the moving the order of the 
day on Mr. Whitbread's motion for the im- 
])eachment of the right honourable lord 
viscount Melville, 

The Speaker rose, and addressed the 
house in the following words: 1 hold in| 
iny hand a letter which I am desired to | 
communicate to the house. It is signed' 
Melville,*' and dated Wimbledon, Junej 
1 1 . The contents of this letter are these : 

sir; having observed, in tlie votes of the 
** house of commons, that a committee has; 

been appointed to consider of the tenth 
** report of the cominissioucrs of naval 
enquiry; and having obtained a copy ofi 
a report which that committee has sub- j 
** niittcd to the house of commons, 1 
take the liberty of requesting that the' 
house will allow me to be admitted, and 
** heard on the subject of those reports. I 
** have the honour to be, sir, with great | 
** respect your most obedient and faithful 
servant, Melville.'* 

Mr. Robert Dundas (son of lord Mel- 
ville) then observed, that in consequence of 
the notice which he had formerly given, he 
would move that lord viscount Melville bej 
admitted into the house to be iieard in his 
own defence according to his request. — 
The question was put and carried in the 
afhrmative without a dissenting voice. 

The Speaker ordered the serjeant at arms 
to attend with the inace at the door, and to 
inform lord Melville that he might come in. 
Ills lordship, who was in waiting, imme- 
diately entered, and advanced within the 
bar, where there was a chair placed for his 
reception. The speaker said— “ there is a 
chair tor your lordship to repose jon/'-j 
After sitting down for a few momeJts, 

Lord Melville rose and sp^ke as fmlows 
llitlierto every attempt 1 have nyade to be 


heanl in explanation or vindication of 
own conduct and character, brought iili 
question by the tentii report of the cpiOf# 
missioners of naval enquiry, has been m 
vain ; and, therefore, it is my earliest dutj 
to make my acknowledgments to this houses 
for that privilege having been at last coiu 
ceded to me. Under these circumstances^ 
it miglit be unbeconiitig in me, in thU 
place, to call in question the justice of any 
of your proceedings which have already 
I taken place. If, therefore, before making 
any observations on the report now pro* 
duced by your own committee, 1 offer some 
I preliminary considerations, it is only from 
I an anxious ho{>e of being able to satbfy 
I you, that whatever considerations may have 
guided the wisdom of the house in their 
past proceedings, it is essential to the endn 
I of justice, that before deciding on this re^ 

I port, DOW in my hands, you should give n 
patient and dispassionate hearing to the 
considerations 1 wish to offer.— I shall, 
therefore, begin by shortly stating the dif- 
ferent modes in which I have attempted to 
obtain this indulgence. 1 was examined by 
the commissioners of naval enquiry, witb^ 
out the knowledge of the objects of investi- 
gation, and whih' they were in possession of 
the whole of Mr. Trotter's accounts with 
Messrs. Coutts and Co. It is on the items 
scattered throughout the pages of those ac- 
counts, that their observations on my con- 
duct are made, and from which their conclu- 
sions are chiefly drawn ; but, when I was be- 
fore them, not one item of those accounts was 
shewn to me, or explanation asked concern- 
ing any one of them. In fact, tlie hrst 
time I ever saw them, or knew that such 
accounts existed, was when I read them in 
tlie tenth report.— I am bound to suppose 
the commissioners conceived a reserve of 
Ibis nature to be necessary to the objects 
they had prescribed to themselves in pur- 
suing the enquiry entrusted to them. I 
shall not, at present, stop to examine into 
the justice of that mode of proceeding. 1 
1 mean barely to notice the fact, in illustra- 
I tion of the assertion 1 have made ; that tiiis^ 
I is the first moment 1 have been permitted, 
in any shape, to otTcr any explanation on 
the subject of those resolutions which have 
been enrolled on the journals of this house, 
and from thenc.e have found their way to 
the fu<Jt of ilic throne. — With the same 
view, I allude to my letter, of the 2Kth oj 
March last, to the commissioners, after the 
report made its apjiearance, (see voL iv, 
p* 136). — As the fact appeain on the pro- 
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eeediugs of this house of the Sth of April, 
I need not remark, that anoth(?r oppor. 
tunity was denied to me by its decision on 
the question of jnstituling an enejuiry be- 
fore proceeding to decision. — iMy letter to 
lord Ilawkcsbury is another proot oi what 
I have asserted, find this house ia acquaint- 
ed with the result communicated in the 
conference beUveen the twr; houses of par- 
liamejii, by which the hopes I had enter- 
tained of jronie kind of ex| lanation being 
opened to me, were piecliided, anfl your 
committee reduced to tlie necessity of 
makiiio their re|)<'rt, without receiving ex - 1 
pJanation from me in any orte particular, j 
This was a consequence resulting from the j 
decision of this house on the Sth of April; | 
for, if the criminating resolutions of that| 
day had not been \ assed, previously to 
6nqijiry, there would have been no bar, 
from tlic privileges of the house of lords, 
to have induced them to restrain me from 
being examined before tlio committee. The 
terms in which I addressed the lords, 
in my letter to lord Hawkcsbury, is a 
proof that no exertion was omitted by me 
that could lend to got over the didicul-| 
ty. Wimbledon, b*th May, 180.5. My 
“ lord, I observe that, on the message* 
** from the house of commons, desiring mv 
** attendance to be. examined by a com* 
“ inittee of their number, your lordship 
“ hjis started a difficulty, founded on a 
“ standing order of the house of lords. 
“ I certainly was not aware that such a 
standing order existed, and had taken 
« fur grmitcd, that the licence of the 
house, to my atleiiding the committee 
“ of the house of commons, would have 
“ been given as a matter of course* On 
a question of privilege, originating in 
“ the manner this was liono, your lordship 
will readily perceive the reasons whicJi 
render it imjjossible for me to take any 
“ part ; but, 1 trust, I am guilty of no im- 
“ proper inlrusion, when 1 put your lord- 
“ ship in possession of my own anxious 
wishes, that, if. possible, the difficulty 
may be got over, and that I may be at 
liberty to act upon my own feelings, 
which, notwithstanding the singular cir- 
cumstances in which i am placed, urge 
ihe most earnestly to express my hopes, 
that I shall not be debarred from giving 
“ my attendance on the committee of the 
** bouse of commons, as rcquc?sted in the 
message from that house. In stating 
these sentiments to your lordship, you 
** will; of course, underiland yourself at 


liberty to make atty ose of them you 
may think proper. I have the honour 
to be, &c. (Signed) Melville.*’ — I can- 
not conclude this subject, without ad-^ 
verting to another proceeding of this liouse 
which has likewise temled, in a very ma- 
terial degree,' to limit tlio means of any 
explaniilions being given, which could 
remove any of the nnpotations which have 
been cast upon me. 1 allude to the reso- 
lution of the l?.9lh of April, directing llm 
attorney-general to institute a civil suit,- 
for the recovery of any profits made by 
Mr. Tj otter or myself from the monies 
issued for naval purposes. I can know 
nothing with accuracy that passed in this 
house when this resolution was adopted; 
blit if I am to give credit to those channels 
of iuformfdion winch are connKed at in 
the daily piiblicaf ious, which are more or 
less perused by all of us, I am to under- 
stand it to have been stated in arguinont, 
tliat if tlie measure suggested in that re- 
solution w'as adopted, there could be no 
further proceeding against me in aiiy other 
modei Upon this ground it was opposed; 
by those who arc notsup]K>sed to have any 
particular partiality towards me. - With 
the recollection of this in my mind, I may 
be perha])S forgiven, if I expressed some 
degree of surprise, when I heard of tlie 
mutilation given of an inUnidcd motion of 
iiiifieachment. It was not, however, to 
make this remark, that I have adverted to 
this resolution ; I allude to it for the pur- 
pose of observing, that the delicacy ol your 
committee to I\Ir. 'IVolter, joined to their 
not having it in their power to examine 
myself, has certainly tended to deprive me 
of the benefit of any elucidation that 
might have arisen from a more niiiiute 
examination of the subject. Mr. Trotter 
is not interrogated as to any of the sup- 
posed participation which has been stated 
to have taken place between him and me, 
neither is he asked, v/hetber he was di- 
rected by me to lay out any public money 
for my benefit ; nor is he examined as to 
ray privity, or knowledge of any of those 
various modes of using the public money, 
stated ill the twelfth aiKl thirteenth reso- 
lutions of the Sth of April. — I have been 
the more pointed in bringing these par- 
ticulars Xo the recollection of the house ; 
because, by some strange perversion of 
.the tri th, an insinuation has reached me, 
that I tad omitted, till this last stage of 
your proceed i»g, to lake any measures 
for my own Mndicalion. The direct rflp 



verse is tbe faet.•^«^Aod even mw^ lilifd reco^riog sny imms of money that ifii^ 
myself placed in a very awkward situation, be due to the public from lord ’ viscount 
Understanding that, in consequence of the Melville, Or Alexander Trotter, esq; til 
general intimation some time ago given in respect of any profits derived by theiil 
this house, of my desire to be heard in from monies issued for naval purpos^, 
person, iiew difficulties bad been started and that mu\ have come into their bauds 
in another place, 1 again addressed myself subsequent to the first day of January, 
to lord Hawkesbiiry, by a letter, in the 178G/' The twelfth, thirteenth, and four-* 
following terms : “ Wimbledon, 7th June, teenth are chiefly deserving of attention, 

“ 1805. My lord; having reason to be- the previous ones being merely statements 
“ lieve, that, in consequence of a report of facts, which of fh^jmselves could not 
“ made to the house <if <!oromons by a have attracted any notice.— The twelfth 
“ select coniiiiittec, discussions arc likely resolution contains a statement of a variety 
“ to take place in that house, on which 1 of positions, upparentiy meant to lay the 
“ may be. dchirous of being heard in ex- basis for the conclusion drawn in the 
“ plauation and dolonce of parts of iny fourteenth resolution. l*‘rom the terms of 
“ conduct, I am anxious to obtain the the twelfth, 1 am lelt somewhat doubtful^ 

“ ptrrjis^:ion of the house of lords to at- whether it was meant to apply to me 
“ tend the bouse of commons for that pur- personally. But as I cannot suppose U 
jjohf, if 1 should think fit. In iny possible that the house (>4' commons could 
“ i(jnijt)r letter to your lord.ship of tlie (uh iiilciui to leave it ambtgiious, whom they 
“ lesldiit, 1 expres.s(.d to U)U, as strongly meant to charge with criminalit}', I must 
“as 1 could, my anxiety to be uJorded take it fur grauted tliat 1 am implicated in 
“some means of nnioviiig tiie imputa- it; and 1 am the more confirmed in this 
tions which had been Lad to rny charge, supposition, from having observed the 
and since that time many circum- commenls which, in other places, have 
“ stances have occurred to increase that been lavished, without any reserve, upoil 
“ anxiety, and 1 entreat your lordship that resolution, and those comments often 
“ to give your best assistance to for- made by persons, who being members of 
“ ward t!ie object of my present iv- narliunient, wi^ro, I presume, of course, 
“quest, r have tbo honour to be, *Vc. properly infonned, and competent to judge 
“ (signed) IVIelville." To the lord liawkes- oi the object of the resolutions which the 
burv. And the resolution of the house house of commons had adopted. In order, 
of lords is conceived in tJie foilowiiig ih.crclore, to ascertain the full extent of 
words: “ Resolved, that the lord viscount the charges contained in the twelfth reso- 
“ Melville have leave to go down to the lution, it must be coupled with, and taken 
“ house of coinmoiis, and to defend him- ui conjunction with the lhirtee"M3; and 
“ self theiT, if he shall think lit, on all the joint import of the two resolutions is, 

. “ poitiis on which the house of commons that “ Air, Trotter did, at various times, 

“ have not previously pasted any accusa- “ under pioience of naval services, and by 
“ tory or criminatory resolutions against “ a inaml'tfct evasion of the act, draw from 
“ Iiim.”— Circumscribed as 1 am by this “ the bunk, arfti invest in exchequer and 
resolution, I know I am not at liberty, “ navy’ bills, and lend upon the security 
even with your indulgence, to defend my- “ of stock, and employ in discounting 
self :igainst any of Itie resolutions of the “ private bills, and in the purchas^of bank 
8th of April last; and iherefore, if inad- •* and Kast India stock, large sums of pub- 
vei'tenily I should drop any thing that “ lie niiuicy for Rie purposes of private 
may be so construed, 1 hope it wdi be “ emolument, and in doing .o, he acted 
understood tliat it is not with an intention “ with my knov.ledge and consent, being 
to arraign in this place the justice of those “my private agent" .Xnd although the * 
lesolu lions, but with the view of being charge dot,. not expressly say so, it cer- 
certain that I understmid, and do not mis- tamly concludes in such a nijimcr us ipust 
lepiesc'iit them. The resolutions of the leave a hdi conviction on tlie mind of ' 
8th of April are fourteen in lunnljer, (see every leader, that “ Afr. 'I'rotler, so 
Aol. 4, p. ^^7 A,) to winch aiioXhi^ was .“acting as rny private ugent, did occa- 
added on the 25 jib, viz. that the “ sioiuilly lay out ten or twenty tnousand 

general be directed to uke such m/asure^ ‘‘pounds in iho^e transactions, for my 
as may appear to him to he inqgi^lfcctnal “ use and bemibr. " Upon this charge f 
hi due course of law, for as:c5?haai;ing and must, in triitli and justice to myself, so- 
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kimily assertf before this boose, and in the ** fraffictingi in the'mbst uneqaivocal and 
face of my country, that it is erroneous in unqualified terms^ . the malignant invecr 
every particular, I never knew that Mr. tives against my character^ founded on 
Trotter bad drawn any money, for the pur* the assertion, that I had, directly or 
poses of private emolument, in manifest ** indirectly, participated in any of the 
evasion of the act. I never knew that he emoluineiiU he may have derived from 
bad invested any money in exchequer or ** the use of the money imprest for naval 
navy bills. 1 never knew Uiat he had lent services and entrusted to his charge, 
upon the security of stock. J never knew and that I never was, at any moment 
that he had employed any money in the “ when he served under me, in the know- 
discount of private bills. I never knew “ ledge either of the nature, extent, or 
that he employed any public money in tlie “ application of those emoluments."— 1 
purchase of bank or India stock. Having am at a loss to conjecture, whether, not- 
disclaimed all knowledge of these transac- withstanding such direct and solemn asser- 
tions, it is scarcely necessary to add, that tions made by those who alone cun be 
if any such existed, they were not, as stat- informed of the truth, tlds calumny is still 
ed, with my privity and consent ; neither to be believed anti circulated. But there 
have 1 the smallest knowledge or belief, is one fact in refutaUon of it, which cannot 
that Mr. Trotter ever did lay out, for my fail to carry full conviction to the mind of 
use or benefit, in any such modes, any sum every man, if that upon which it rests is not 
of public money whatever. — Having, in so disbelieved or disapproved. 1 allude to 
pointed a manner, discluiined all know, the circumstance of which (in the midst of 
ledge of any of those transactions detailed the loudest clamours against me) a denial 
in the twelfth resolution, 1 need not stop a has never been attempted, that every sum 
moment to express the indignation I must advanced to me by Mr. Trotter, in any 
have felt, \\hcn 1 found that not only that shape, or on any account, has been repaid 
knowledge was imputed to me, but that, to the uttermost farthing, and that 1 am 
with a view to give the colour of probabi- not indebted upon the treasurership in 
lity to the insinuation of personal profit question, in one single mite, either to him, 
arising from such transactions (for no man or to the public. Is this reconcileable 
ventured to advance it as a charge) it was with the idea of participation ? The term 
even surmised, that Mr. Trotter had, in supposes receipts, arising out of a joint ^ 
the execution of those transactions, en- concern, upon which profits have arisen and 
joyed the benefit of my confidential know- are divided, and of course excludes the 
ledge of the secrets of government.— 1 am supposition of any restitution; and I should 
aware, that, notwithstanding all I have re- trust, that this observation must for ever 
presented, my statement would still be silence those who have been the most active 
deficient, if I were to pass over in silence in the propagation of ihis aspersion.— Not 
a charge, which, if not credited or adopted only in the resolutions upon which I have 
ill this house, lias certainly, through the been observing, but in other modes and in 
medium of your resolutions, made its way other places, my connection with IMr. 
to almost every corner ot the kingdom; Trotter, as my private agent, has been so 
and it must be within the knowledge or often alluded to, said its having been insi- 
observatioii of every man, that no pains nrnted for the most malevolent purposes, 
have bef n spared, no means neglected, to that my connection with him was so inti- 
gain proselytes to the belief of this charge, mate, as to procure for him a commu- * 
You will anticipate me, when 1 mention nicatiou of the confidential transactions of 
that of my having been a participator in government, I trust it will not be deemed 
the profits which Mr. Trotter is suf)posed foreign to the purpose of my attendance in 
to have made from the public money that this house, if I detain gentlemen a few mi- 
has passed through his hands. This is a nutes on this subject.— When 1 came into 
charge which 1 had positively denied, the navy pay office I found him there, 
before you passed tlie resolutions of the having been introduced to it, as 1 under* 
8th of April; and if a question to this stand, in consequence of his. relationship to 
effect had bech put to Mr. Trotter, in any the hue* air Gilbert Elliot and Mr. Coutts. 
shape, since that insinuation was made, .’He vfes, from these connections, coupte- 
eitlier in the tenth report, or any where fnanceej by Mr. Douglas, the paymaster, 

I have reason to kiiow, that be would and oc):^a«^»onMjUy will* me in the course of 
onibruced the “ opportunity of con* oflicial basintss. But he attracted my par- 





ticular i>otice, by his seal io pomtio([ outUayed at tbe treanur^r's o8!oe» aod iwr a te fe ' 
to me the many means that vrare used to count of leap than one humilM ai^ 
deprive ihe seamen and their fumtlses oi thirty-fourpiiUionssterlingbasbeeocloseiid^^ 
the full amount of what they were justly without the Ios(t of one farthing hanii|^>i 
entitled Co, He was encouraged by, me to arisen to the public during the whole 
prosecute those euquirieSi and I was In- that period.— 1 now proceed to the 
debted to bun for many of those sugges- teenth resolution, which is in,tbe foUowinyt 
ciouB, which enabled me, during the ume words:— “That the right boo. lord 
1 was treasurer u> the navy, to propose “ count Melville, having been towy to, and ^ 
to parliament, and pUce upon the sta- “ having connived at the wltboj^wing from ^ 
lute book, that sy'>tem of regulations “the bank of England, for the purpose^ ^ 
and arrangement, which has siiiLC given “ as stated by lord Melville, pf pnvatf^' 
complete socuiity, coiiiiurt, and pro- “ emolument to Mr* Trotter, ^Uuis issued^ 
lection, to every person, of every rank “ to lord Melville as treasurer pf the iiavy,)^ 
in the inilitaiy seiviccof the navy, and and placed to his account in the bankVj 
aftei their deaths, has extehded the same ** according to the provisions of the 35tli 
benelu%> to tbeir widows and children. — “Geo* 111. cap. has been guilty Pf 
I'hese circumbtances naturally increased ** a gross violation of the law, and a nigh ' 
my favourable dispositions towards Mr. “ breach of duty.'*— Before oxamining the 
Tt otter, and 1 selected him ior the oHice justice of the conclusion drawn in the end,^ 
of paymaster on Ihe death of Mr. Douglas, of this resolution, it is essential to under- ' 
Inconsequence of this he was in the le- stand the fact on which it is grounded,* 
cei pt fit my salary*, and being constantly, and which I am certain is altogether miS; ^ 
from his situation, near me, he became im- understood. It is assumed, and my own, ^ 
turally the cfiaiin*^], through which 1 had authority quoted for it, that I was privy J 
It 111 my power to conduct many inferior to the withdrawing from the bank of £ng« 
tiaiHactions relating Co my private allairs, land, for the purpose of private emolu^" 

— >Thc following is a copy of the power of ment to Mr. Trotter, sums issued to me 
attorney, by which, a, treasurer of the as treasurer of the navy. If by these words 
rmvy, 1 authoi i/ed Mr. Trotter to draw the it is meant to convey, that Mr. TroUer 
money horn the bank of luiglaiid . “ Know had any power or authority from met to , 
“all men these | leseiits^that 1, the drawb sums indiscriminately from the b%nk, 

“ right hon. Henry Dundaa, treasurer of for bis own use or emolument, I deny that 
“ Ins majesty’s navy, as well wnthiii Great I was privy to any such transactions. 1 1 
“ Briiaiii as without, have nommalc<l, con- deny that 1 ever said so, and 1 alBrmp there 
“ stituted, and appointed Alexander Trot- is no evidence to justify such an assertion. 

“ ter, esq. my paymaster, hereby giving But if it is meant to state, that after the 
“ and graining to him full power and au- money was drawn by assignments, under 
“ ihority to draw on thegiivernor and com- the authority of the competent boards, it 
“ pany of the bank of England, for and was illegal lo pat it into the custody of 
“ upon my account, as treasurer of his nia- Mr. Coutts, instead of putting it in the iron 
“ jebty’h navy, all and every sum and sums chest, or m the hands of the respective 
“ of money tliat now arc, and shall here- sub<accoiintants, I am yet, after all I have 
“ after be wanted for the public services, heard, to learn, that in doing so, the act 
“ under my care of payment, he being of parliament was violated. — That an in- 
** particularly careful to specify in each and discriminate power of drawing frdSn the 
“ every draft the service lor which the mo- bank was given by me to Mr. Trotter, t 
“ iipy IS drawn.”— Such is the short hiatory conceive, cannot be alledged by any per- 
of the origin and progress of Mr. Truttera son who attends to tlie real import of my 
connection with me in business, either evidence.— The first question put to me oa 
public or private ; and whatever cloud may this subject, by the commissioners of naval j 
now bang over him, and however some parts enquiry, was in the following wordst— ^ 
of his conduct may have recently brought “ Did you authorize the paymaster, inW * 
upon me much disquietude and anxiety, “ about the year 1786, to draw the mow^ 

I shall never refuse to hint i^ice of “applicable to naval services, from*. the 
acknowledging, that, under his^i2gl&' and lodge it in the bahds of a pi1- ' 

inent, the pay office of the navy wavcon- I* Vale banker My answer was “ I 
ducted, for a period of fi>uriesn^ealrs, p cannot precisely fix the time; bift 1 ana \ 
wathout one payment being a spMieiit de-{“ ceruin that I did permit Hr* Trotter ^ 
VoL.V. ’ j S 
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lodge way money drawn from' the to lx? what I have now explained. 
ibf public purposes, in his private I passage to which 1 allude is in the tcutij 
•* banker's bands^ during the period it was report (see v0l. 3, p. 116*0,) and in the 
not demanded to the purposes fur which following words: ** Lord Melville states, 
“it was drawn/' The plain import of “ that .he certainly did permit Mr. Trotter 
this answer is, that when ilie money was to lodge any money drawn from the bank, 
le^Uy,^ and in terms of the ait of parlia- “ for the public purposes, in his private 
tneiit, drawn irom the bank, 1 permitted Mr. ** banker s bands, during the period that 
Alr«Trotterto lodge such balance of the mo- “it was not demanded for the purposes 
oey assigned, as was not culled for by the per- “ for which it was drawp ; but it is to be 
Hon or pers<>ns entitled to receive it. Hut “inferred from his evidence, that he im 
, there is not a syllable in the answer, to “ tended Mr. Trotter to draw upon the 
import that 1 gave Mr. Trotter authority “ bank for the amount only of the assign- 
to draw from the bank, for his own private “ inents made on him by the difl'erent 
Emolument, any sum that had not been as- “ boards (an account of which is fiirnibhed 
signed or drawn iir terms of the tirovisions “ to him daily), and that the balance ol 
of the act of parliament .^'rhis proposition, “ such sum, till demanded, should alone 
. * which I aver to be the meaning of my an- “ be lodged by Mr. Trotter in the hands ot 
Swer, is made still more, clear in an after “ his private." bankers." — Having thus usi 
^ part of my evidence. The commissioners certained the fact tr it truly stands, the next 
put a qirestioii to rue in the following words: coubideration is, what 1'’ the act of parlia- 
“ As the money applicable to naval ser- ment, winch, according to this state of the 
vices was directed to be lodged in the fact, the rt^solution uflirnib to be violated ? I 
bank, by the act of 25 Geo. 111. cap. 31, contend, that there is not one clause of the 
and not tobedraw'u from thence without act prohibitory of the permission to lodge 
*^ specilying the services lor winch it is assigned money in the hands of ii private 
“ drawn, by what authority il;d you give banker, till the money so assigned is ap- 
permission to the payimister of the navy plied for by the peison entitled to it. 1 
“ to draw the money out of the bunk, hofje I stiite my proposition distinctly, and 
and lodge it m the hands of private desire it to be adverted to, that the point 
bankers?— From the terms of this (|ucs-> I at present discuss is altogether uncoi>- 
*tiori it struck me, that the commissioners nected with^he question, what use was 
were proceeding on the same mistake as made of the money when so lodged ? 'i'hat is 
that- which f>eeiiis to be countenanced by a separate question, and they ought not to 
the general words made use of in the four- bebJenderJ together. 1 am now', in this part 
tecntli resolution ; 1 therefore immediutejy of the rliscussion, exauiiniiig the truth or 
rectified their error by my aiisv\cr, whicn false hood of a proposition, whether Uicro 
is iti the following words: ** 1 take it for is anything in the act of parliament to 
granted, it always was drawn under the prohibit lodging the balance of assigned 
“ heads of 'service pointed out in the act money, till called lor, in a privaie ban- 
“ of pttrlwme.‘nt; and when 1 talk of per- kei’s hand. Suppose the case, that iii- 
mission, I meuii it under the expluna- stead of lodging tlie money of the descrip* 
tiuu contained in the answer to a iormer tiou 1 have slate^i in a private bunker’s 
question, in wliicli 1 suppose the inibney hands, the practice had been to open a se- 
drawn under competent authority."*!— parade account in the bank of Kngland, for 
>From this plain stuiemeiit 1 feel rnysell the deposit of such assigned money, till 
..4iuthorixed to repeat the assertion I have ciilied fur: I would ask, whether this 
'^keady made, that this resolution, adopt- would be a vidlatiun of the act of parlia- 
fiig the general terms it has done, assumes ment ? Nobody would )u\ve coiitcudcd, 
-iuid' pro«;eeciar tin a fact not warranted, ei* tl-ai in sucli an arrangement, the treasurer 
vstiver by the truth of the case, or by the of the navy would have, violated either the 
. tiftviAence contained iiv the teiitli report of letter or spirit of the act in any one re- 
fumimissioiiers of naval enquiry.; and 1 spect, or that he would have met with the 
llmust here be permilled to add, that the as- smallest blame from any quarter ki oxer* 

' tauknption in the Ibufteenth resolution,, of* discretion, whereby he would 

<^fetactto which 1 have advertedt. camei be e^bl&d to draw out the assigned mp. 

' me with theinore surfirise, as^in thet| ;ney mm the separate account, without hav- 

t^eepurl^of the cofmmtssiouors, Uiey have ling to the general account raised 

wjli tij^ uolJ^ stated Uie imporu of iny evidetice | in bis n^KSo^ in terms of the provisions ol 
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the act of parHament* And yeW >f the 
proposition is true, that no dfalit, could be 
except on the general account 
raised at the bank in the name of the trea- 
surer, the violation would fipuilly exist, iti 
the supposed as in the real cttSe*-^The 
error of the oi)po<‘ite urgumemt consists in 
supposing, that the object ot tlie act ol 
1785 went to an extent in its provisions, 
beyond what was ever in the view of tliose 
who p^opo^ed it, or of the legislature 
which passed it. It was not a law in- 
tendt».d to embruce all the regulations, 
w'IjjgIi it might be expedient, either by le- 
gislative provisions, or by ofllcial urranga- 
muiits, to establish, for the conduct of that 
groat machine, wliich has now become ne- 
cessary for the regular |viynient of the na- 
val service. 'Fhe single object which the 
uLt had ill view, was lo convert the trea. 
siirer's account from a personal to un otli- 
cial account, and Iheivhy to obviate an 
iihuse which hud been so much complained 
of, whereby ex-ti>iasurer3 of the nuvy had 
large btdunces in their hands, and remained 
great public accountants, many years after 
iliey were out of olliee. 1 o this object its 
provisi<»ns are complete, and have been ac 
curately complied with ; but, if you ex- 
pect to find in that act such a digest of 
ix\gul«iti(ms, as lo exclude, in the manage- 
ment -of the office, the discretion of the 
treasurer as id many paits of his duty, you 
will bcarch in vain. Even that arrange- 
ment, which has of late been so much 
the subject of discussion,! mean the-estal>- 
lishiiient of a Ijxed salary to the treusurer, 
m place of his former einolumvius from 
the use of the balance in his hands, is not 
provided for or regulated by this act of par- 
iiuinont. 'I'liat wusilone by the terms of his 
patent, several years before the act of par- 
liament existed. — The observation I have 
just made will appear the more forcilile, it 
gentlemen vvill take the trouble of rcferritig^l 
to the act which passed in 17S3, for regu- 
lating the odice of the paymaster- general 
of his im^csty’S land forces. It repeals an 
act wbicti had been passed on that i<ubjcct 
ill the preceding session, and enacts a new 
code and system of regulations, amouiiling 
to 1)0 less than thirty-nine clauses, and em- 
bracing minutely every circumstance con- 
nected with thje business of-thatolhee. (s 
tliere ntiy suu^ system of vegulalipi^ 
tained iu the act now under 
Certainly not. is a* short act, 
clauses, confined to the uulv Iromedbitl 
abject at that time iu vitwv^jji. wbut 1 


haveabemdy e«prei^»ed, the qpatwj^ 
treasurer's Bccoufit from a ^rsoiial 
oHicml onurbutiiut regulatiii(C 4 

sing to regulotf^ the conduct. of 

departmeut,— Not adverting to what I baiifi^ ^ 
just observed, 1 cannot tielp roocelvi|ti|g/: 
that gentlemeti mislead themselves; by * 
siniilatitig the navy pay oO)ce,;in a great. ’ 
degree, to the army pay otfice^ and sup^ 
posing that, iu all respec|j^, the one ' 
been regulated, or can, be riOg^tffd, by Uiu 
principles of the other, life t^is tliey 
totally mistaken; The nuvy pay office. Is. 
to the navy, what not the army pay office, 
alone, but tbe army pay office, with the , 
addition of army agents, of colonels of 
giments, of barrack-masters, and other eub- 
ordinute accountants, is to the army. The 
army pay office issues gross sums, to, bf , 
subsequently distributed by persons holdt 
iug no silugtioti in the office. The jnavy 
pay office makes the minutest individual 
pa3'nieiits : the fraction of a single seatnan^s 
yearly pay, or the .quarterly alTotmetiiof a 
seaman's wife. It may be practicable < 
make all army payments by si^ecific draffs 
to individuals; but it is iinpossiblct with 
regard to the navy payments, many oC 
which are for such small sums* I Jieve 
been inforineii, that iu twenty-six days of 
the month of- Jmiuary lust, the payindrtt 
amounted lo six thousand four buiidiwd 
and two in number ; of which no less ikati 
three thousand two hundred and seventy- 
eight wore of sun>s under tweffty pounds • 
and one thousand eight hundred and ninety** 
four, in sums from one pounds eight shil- 
lings to ten shillings find sixpence. Again, 
os to wages, there were recently,'^ if f am 
accurately informed, not less than six thou- 
sand eight hundred ships' books open iu. 
the pay room of the ofhee, upon uiiy one 
of which, at any hour> a call might- be 
made for the wages of any seaniau wiia 
might happen >1101 to' bave.been present at 
payment at the out-{x>rt, for th^ moody 
duo to him for four or five years, or as 
umny mouths servicu.-i-yo person will coitr 
tend, that in the cases referred to, \% is pos- 
.sible to carry on. the businiess of the de- 
partment by specific drafts, in favour of tho. ^ 
rftspectivd iudividualb, and 1 understand . 
the impossibility hns been distinctly 

mittedi Uulis it possible, consistently wtilt 

ihi^ admiesioni .not further to admiti that 
It coUd nut have been in thecontemplatidOL . 
of the act of pari lament, by minute proVi* ' 
aions; to regulatO'tiie whole conduct oftht 
offke, or to alter the wUpIja forouur pvaoe 
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tke» hfm fewpn^k>iis» dmcted to that of the navy boards say: <^This 

of alteHng the nature of tlie difference lies in the cashier's and vie- 
treasurer's hcebuiit? If such had beep the tualling branches, and arises from -the 
view of those who proposed this act, ■ is it ** following cause. ' When the boards as- 
possible that some clause or clauses would " sign bills upon the treasurer for payment, 
net have been introduced, to explain that they immediately give him credit for 
the general expression of drafts did not ** those bills in his account kept at their 
WMM to imply specific drafts, in payment offices ; but the treasurer does not liim- 
0f indiykluals, of such sums as those whicli self take credit for any bills in his own 
I have just referred to ? This subject was account till he actually pays them. The 
left, as it formerly had been, to the dis« ** persons who receive these bills do not 
cretion and official arrangement of the trea* always immediately present them to the 
tutor, on such principles as might be most “treasurer for payment, but frequently 
expedient and practicable for conducting “ keep them in their possession for a con- 
Ibe business of the offiee. It i$ sufficient, “ siderabte time. The treasurer's balance 
for the purpose of my present argument, “ must therefore exceed the navy balancer 
to contend, chut tho expression of drafts, “ as much. us the sum of the bills assigned 
ill the language of the act of parliament, “ upon him for payment exceeds the sura 
neither did nor could mean,6peci6r drafts, “ of the bilU actually paid by him. We 
in the name of each individual entitled ** conceive this excess is not money for 
to llie sum drawn for.-iiln like nian^ “which the treasurer is accountable to 

tier I contend, that an authority deri\ied “ the public, but belongs to the proprietors 
from aii3' of the competent boards, in the “ of those bills, and remains in his bands, 
siMpe of one or more assignments upon “ at their risk, until they apply to him 
toe treasurer, did not render it necessary “ for payment/'— In these words, the ex- 
io the payment of such assignments, that istence, nature, and consequences of the 
jt should be done by speci lie drafts, in fa- assignments not called for, are distinctly 
vou'r of the person entitled to receive it, and accurately pointed out ; and is it pos* 

In the isound construction of the act of par- sible to conceive, that if this act of par- 
Gameiit, the sums authorised by the assign- liament had meant to make any provision 
meats were fairly and legally drawn, from respecting these assignments, it ivould not 
the foment the assignments were made, have been done, in some such ‘plain and 
Dor did it make any difference in the exe- precise manner, as to exclude all doubt 
ciltion of the act, whether the sums us-* upon the subject f It would not have been 
signed were drawn from the bank in one left to doubtful implication or construction 
draft or in ten drafts. Put the case, that of the act, which has already, in the case 
ten, or ^ny given number of the holders of small ]>ayments, been clearly proved, 
of assignm^iis, had intimated a wish to not to mean generally speciiic drafts to in- 
feceive their payment at the office, or at dividuals, as contended for in that con- 
Messrs. Coutts's on a particular day ; it. stniction of the act which I have endea* 
aurely could not be maintained, that the voured to refute. It will be clearly un- 
fayniaster of the navy was debarred from derstood, that in the argument 1 have 
gratifying them in that wish, or that he stated, 1 only contend that llie act of par** 
was, guilty of {an illegality, if be mode had not this point in con templa- 

•tos payment agreeably to the mode su^. tioii, and therefore it is unwarrantable to 
gested ^ fhemsel^s.— It becomes still argue, or to resolve, that it has been vio- 
snore difficult to Mieve, that any such al- laied, by any practice which has taken 
*iefation was intended by the act, when it. place in» the navy pay oHioe cTuring my 
4i r4^onected, that the subject was birought treasure rsbip. — Before quitting this subject, 
disttaetly under (be view of those who I must not omit to observe, that the prac- 
panted the act in question ; aindyac no such tice of lodging naval money in the hands 
ptohibieiofi, ap now sappesed, was either of Messrs. Coutts continued for two years 
dtrecNiiy or-'fndirectly inserted in the act. after 1 was out of office, and that it was 
It has hton repeatedly i stated^ and it is a tered ultimately by Mr. Batluirst, not on 
me, dial the act of parliament originate^; by him of its il- 

i&^toport hf the coaiidissioneraiu 17811.«egaw, but because he thought it expe- 
ftWle commission^, speaking of the dif-ldi«it,\and the doubts entertained by lord 
toiptice between tfae trdasurer^s statementvjiiarrovKyL during his tieasurership, arose 
«|top'baUiu:eiuhishaii^^n a.giveu.ito^ that the practice was ia^ 



consistent i^ith > spiriti if' tHe 

letter of therlaw. 1 do noermenn-te^lii'*': 
sinuate, that they were aware of thei|i|o« 
ney beings again withdrawn from Meesra* 
Coutts, for the purpose of private i^riiohi* 
ment to the payniaster. My observation ! 
only goes to the point of stating^ that the 
abstract proposition of the ille^lilj of 
the practice of lodging assigned money in 
the hands of a private banker had not oc« ' 
curred to those able man, in the strong 
light it has been resolved with regard to 
me, otherwise the continuance of it w;ould 
not have been tolerated for two years after 
the treasurership of the navy had passed 
into their hands.-^And this leads me to an* 
other topic, to which 1 feel myself war- 
lanted to aummon the attention of the 
house, under the circumstances in which j 
I am placed. I have given my reasons in 
detail, why I contend that the act of par- 
liament has not been violated in any 
shape ; but 1 submit it to your justice to 
consider, how far 1 am, for the object of 
my present attendance, under the neces- 
sity of arguing my proposition to the full 
cKtent f have stated. A law may be violated 
without being grossly violated, and a breach 
of duly may be committed without war** 
ranting the appellation of a high breach of 
duty. My arguments^may have failed in 
convincing you, that niy construction of 
t!;o a«:t is the true one, and you may remain 
of opinion, that its jMovisions exton.^.^d to 
objects, which' I contend were never witiiin 
its contemplation. 1 can only say, that 
my judgmeiftt continues unaltered, and that 
1 never had even conceived the doubt as to 
the meaning, of the act, till the period of 
the late discussions, from wbicli 1 am cer*- 
tainly bound to doubt my owu opinion,, 
wlieti it difiers from others whose talents 1 
'Sincerely re^ct ; but 1 cannot carry my 
acquiescence so lar as to admit, that an 
error of judgment, resting upon the grounds 
i have stHt^, ought to have subjected me 
to such criminating rekilutions, as those 
which this house recorded ou the 8th of 
April iast,<-<^Having endeavoured, as clear*^ 
ly as 1 can, to exphiiti to the liousc the 
grounds on which I contend that no illega* 
Itiyis imputable to me, .on the Subject of 
drawing from the bank the sums assigned 
the competent boards, you will imine- 


to Utetvaasactiohaitrfwed to intba \ 
resolution, :siiid dodiod ibe imputtiiidit < 
tained in that resblutioo,. of my 
to show .tariui^ioniiy My impressit^ 
with regard to any “tferjeftt -the paym«Cit«j^ 
might derive lirooi tbe^ money lodged 
Messrs. CouttsV hands, was simply thiv^ 

1 conceived it to arise from an understando^ . 
itfg between him and the partners^of tbdt^ 
house, as to the advantage might 
spcctively derive from 
of money while in their handSy^addi' such an' 
arrongement between them, 1 know, epdid^^ 
not prevent the paymaster from drawing,^ 
at any mbment, from Messrs. ' Cootts'i^ 
house, any sum requisite for the disChargpr 
of any claim to which that deposite moneys 
was liable.— I bag not to be understood' as'' 
stating, that I euterfained this idea from' 
any actual information 1 had on the sub^ 
jecl; but the impression naturally arose in 
my mind, from knowing ^such to be thp 
practice universal in similiftV cases, not only 
with the public banks,* but all banking 
houses in another part of the kingdom;' 
and it is only within these three month#, 
that I have been made, awail^ of the mis^ 
take, by the perusal of a memorandutni' 
written by Mr. Coutts, the principal parU 
ner of that house.— Fhb is a precise state 
of die case and of the impressions' J had of 
it: and when I did not interpose, to prevent 
the paymaster’s enjoying such emolumeUlts;' 

I did not conceive myself to be infringing 
any act of parliament, nor did L feel that I 
was incurring, eitlier for the public or my* 
self, the smallest degree of risk, or expo* 
sing the business of the oflice to any incon* 
|:veoience whatever. 1 beg leave further to 
remark, that although 1 never lield out tliis 
species of advaotage4^s an established 
lun^nt of tlie office of paymaster, or one 
which I might not have put an end to at 
any moment I, found it expedient to do so,* 
i certainly never felt it to be a clandestitte' 
or mysterious arrangement.— Of this I can*; 
not give a stronger proof, than by Irtiferringt 
to a fact mentioned in ,tbe tenth report erf 
the coratxiissiouers of naval enquiiy.* 
mean the suggestion made by former coith*' 
missioners^ in the year 17S6’, in which diey» 
recommend . an augmentation of the pay« 
master^a salary from 500h to 8001; 
.ajonuitl* But although, from toe increase^ 


diately perceive the nature business which the difterent acta of pat*^ 

the which 1 conceived the pa<*^tim-|liament bod imposed upon toe clprkaahd^ 

ter might derive, from ItKigiiig the nkmeyJoihar o6icers of the navy pay office, I bet^ 
thus drawn from the bank, in tfm.handaoH been obliged to revise the eststoUshmei;^ 
Messrs. Coutts* 1. have already^verted [ and recommend to his ihiyesty 
5 |. '4 



to tinake very considerable additions to theif time ceitainly did satisfy me, and aAer t(io 
fNilanes, I did not recommend, that anjr matnrest consideration I can give to tlie 
such should be made lo the paymaster, subject; I am not yet cohvincecb that mv 
under the impression that, In the manner 1 opinion was erroneous. Jt would serve no 
have stated he must derive udvantuges, good purpose, at present, to enter upon a 
^htch rendered it unneressary to burthen discussion of that subject ; but if ever there 
the establibhment with an additional salary should be' Occasion to do so, I think, 1 can 
to him. In fact, no buch addition was made prove, that both the convenience and the 
till the year J 800, a sliort lime before my security of the pgblic would be better con- 
IC'^ving the odic^, when a further iu- suited, by the accounts of the sub-accoun* 
crease of business having been thrown upon tants being placed in a situation liable to 
the persons doing the duty of the navy pay the daily inspection and examination of 
o6^ce, in cou^et\\M:i)ce of the adoption of the paymaster, than by having them raised 
many new and beneficial regulations, which in their sepanite names, at so great a dis- 
since the former period had been adtled, it tance from the means of such habitual ex- 
beciirne necessary again to revise the esta- ainination.->*-I know that, from the natuie 
bh.':!nncnt, and attend to their earnest re* of the business, and the necessity of so 
pit^cuiation for tin augmentation of thoir much of it being done at the outports, it is 
allowances. Then, for the first lime, was iinpossiblo to procure perfect safety, either 
the augmentation to the paymaster’s salary to the jiublic or to the treasurer, by any 
adopted, which had betni recommended by con&tant and daily jnspection of the pay- 
the commissioners ; and it was done upon master; but that is no reason why re- 
the ghiund of seycrul others, in situaticMis course should nut be had to that additional 
inferior to the paymatff'r, having been check wherever it can be exercised. The 
raised to about oOOJ. 'I1ic augmentation commissioners of naval enquiry arc ihem- 
then made Was not fidt to be adequate to selves aware of the risks tliat arc run, and, 
the labour, importance, and rcspoiibibillty therefore; lliey have made the following 
ofthe office; but it was purposely kept down, suggestion: “ We were surprised to learn, 
on the understanding, uudoubtcdly cuter- “ that neither the ofikers nor clerks in the 
tained by others as well as hy me, that the “ navy pay oflitc, give any security for the 
paymaster enjoyed tliose advantages to “ fiiithlul discharge of their duty, not wills- 
which I have alluded. — 1 do not rest upon “ standing the great responsibility of their 
these circumstances, in the view of justify- ‘‘ situations. We arc of opinion, that ilie 
ing the regularity of a practice which may, “ paymaster, and oUier officers and clerks 
on other grounds, have been since found lo entrusted with the public money, should 
be either improper or irregular;' hut, cer- ** be rcquinal to find .security, in proportion 
taiiily, I am entitled to found upon them, “ to the amount of their salaries; for 
as the strongest proof that I meant no though such security may not be ade- 
c.Onceulnient in the transaction, and that I quute to the trust reposed .in them, we 
felt no consciousness of wTOug in what 1 think it would operate strongly, in pre- 
liad done.— With the permission of tim *M'€ntiiig tlit* misapplication of the public 
house, 1 must, fora few moments, recall money The measure here suggested 
their attention to a subject, to which I would give a vor}* small additional security 
have hitliorlo only slightly alluded. 1 refer to thd public ; but the suggestion proceeds 
to the insinuations thrown out, that my on the' apprehension that there is a risk, 
authorizing or conniving 'at the lodging of and that being the ciise, I contend that the 
the naVal money in the house' of Messrs* risk is increased, by tlie naval money l>eing 
Coutts, could only proceed froiii an inten- intrusted to a ' variety of persons, whose 
tion of its being appropriated to the pur- accounts are remote from inspection and 
poses of private emolument. Previoush examination, more tiian it would be, if 
to the year 17S(), the navy pay office was those accounts were subject to the daily 
ti.tuated in the clty% in the neighbourhood exaraination and inspection of one indi- 
of the bank, and it was in consequence of vidual, ^to whose accuracy and respou- 
its removat to Somerset-place, ' that the sibility ■ the treasurer must priOcipally 
suggestion was made to me Of ih^ convig^ own security and that of the 

ddee of putting the money; when draN^ puhfic.— Great puins appear to betaken by 
from the bank, in the Imnds of a respec\ the ( oinmissioncrf of naval enquiry, to es- 
tate, house in the neighbourhood of So- falilislKt^t no inconvenience has ensued 
i^fs^t-place; . The Treasons given at the from ckungiug the former muuc of coa- 

h. ■ 



ducting the business^ And having n^ur^ej. occurred, t$r crea^ in; (uy mind a ^mpichsu^, ' 
to that which is now practised. U|^ cdl that any coi^uoications made W me 
tliat species of evidence and observatioDf it the conimissi^oers >vere likely to be inteis . 
is siidicient for me to remark^ that the hew pret^ to my .di^dvantage.—- From. 
priictice has been, at least, of very short time I heard no hiore from the commii^ 
dumtion.- 1 sincerely hope it will answer sioners for the, space of four months, ciutiti(|i; 
tl>c expectations of those who, I make no which period^ it now appears, they had 
doubt, have, from the best of nioiives, come possessed of ail Mr. Trotter’s privato> 
adopted it; but, ia my own vindication, 1 accounts with the house of Messrs. Coutt8» 
cannot refrain from reaiiiiding tl»e house, Upon tlie 2(1 of November t.receivcd the 
that during the period of sixteen years, following summons from commis^ 
when 1 had the conduct of the odice, it was sioners: Olfic^e of Naval Cnqujry, Great 
done without any iticou\*enience or com- George Street, ‘2d Nov. 1804. My 
])l:iint, and, let tlic new practice prove, on “ lord, being dcbirous of receiving some 
exp(uieiice, to be us successful as its most informstipu from your lordship, relative ' 
sanguiuo panegyrists^ can desire, it never “ Co the maDagement ot the business of tlio 
can succeed better, as to its effects, than “ pay-oftice of the navy during your trea^ 
that which has been Itfid aside to make surership, wre request you vvill let us 
room for 'it.— •Having, in the course of my ** know, what day in the next week, and at 
stiltonieiit; ^given to this house a fair and ** wbat hour it will be most converiient for 
uuipialihcd explanation of every circum- your lordship to attemd us for that pur- 
stance conuecied with the purport of the pose.*’ In consequence of this summons, 
resolution^ adopt orJ on the 8th of April I immediately attended them, and under- 
last, I am perfectly aware it may naturally went an examination by questions, obvt. 
suggest itseif to>many who now hear me, tq^ ously prepared with much previous consi- 
usk, wliy 1 thought it necessary to make deration ; but as I have already oljservedy 
:inv reserve in the answers I gave, when \yithout a communication of one item of 
examined by the cuuitnibsioners of naval these accounts before them, and without 
eiKiuiry ? Tins question having been put to an explanation as to any one entry contain- 
ine by many of my private friends, I can the ed in them, and without a conception, on 
more readily suppose it to arise in the my part, that in that exaniiiiacion I w'as on 
minds of others.— From what 1 have al- iny trial, or liable, in consctiueoce of it, to. 
j^.idy stated, it must appear, that it has be subjected to severe criminating resolu- 
not been owing to any thinjr like reluc- tions,^— Having given this preliminary cx- 
tkUice oil my part, that ihrs doubt has not pUnation, I proceed to state, that. upon an 
l>eea long ago removed ; and I willingly accurate examination of the tehns of niy 
seize the /irst opportunity afforded me of evidence, you vvill perceive how much it 
explanation, to premise, that the real iru- has been misunderstood, if it is. supposed 
port of my examination before the com- that 1 had refused in genet al to answer, 
missloners lias been cither much mlsunder-' whether 1 bad derived beiieht from the 
stood or grossly misrepiTsented. It has, public money.— At the time of that ques- 
been afliriiied, in broad and general terms, tion. being put to me, I had received the 
that 1 refused to answer the commissiotiers, unexpected information, that in the ad- 
whethcr 1 bad derived profit from the pub-, vances Mr. Trotter had mode to me, on 
lie luciiey in the hm^s of the treasurer, I the account current of my ailuir.s, he (My. 
have done no siudi things The commit iVotter) had made those ndvaiucs, without, 
sioimrs, in their letter p>, ,tne of tlie2C!th <iiseriniuiating whether they wc^re made 
.lune, called uppu me to give them an ac*^ from privute funds, or from the public ba- 
couutofcertain particulars in detail, which,, lances in bis hands. Wah the knowledge 
tor the ix^asons I assigned in answer^ it was I possessed, from the ioforinatian thus given 
literally impossible for me to do; pud J me of the manner, in which he had bleudc^ 
added, that even if i bad the iheaus of his acoiunt, 1 was induced to adopt a de- 
dciing so, I should .thibk it toy doty pa gree of reserve, beyond what perhaps t^e 
withhold the informatipn required,, on tlw occasion called for ; and upon a review o^ 
grounds I statedly allu(iing to . which all .circumstances now before me,' I am' 
Jiod been occaaionally withdrawn foyt^m^r^smisfied, A 1 might then have as, dircct|y 

public purposes,, uoi naval. Perhaps I and as coo ddently answered the questipu 
^need not have added this; but let it bd in the negative, as lean now; conscious gs 
observed, that at that time o^th.iiig had 1 then was, and as 1 now am^ that 
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ime Aid I act, or authorize any other per- his maauer of blemUug bis public aod pri^ 
boii to act, in contravention of the patent vate accounts^ was the single reason I as- 
under ..which I held the office of treasurer signed for not answering any questioii pUt 
of the navy^The details I have this day to me, respecting nw having reaped any 
given to you must satisty every man, that benefit or advantage from money in the 
I , could have no motive, and that it was hands of the treasurer of the navy. Upon 
even contrary to my interest, to exercise that subject I never had recourse to the 
any reserve on this subject-— I have under- defence of not criminating myself. WJbaU 
stood, that a great deal of acrimony and ever, therefore, has any where been said 
ingenuity have been resorted to, in the in- upon that topic, may be a proof of dexte- 
terpretation of unoiher answer 1 ha\e given, rity in misrepresentation; but in point 
I mean when the question is put Ip me, candour or fair statement, it is cer* 
whetljer I did direct, or authorize Mr. tainly entitled to no merit.— I am in- 
Trotter, while paymaster of the navy, formed that another charge still has been 
** to lay out or apply, or cause to be laid ^Hedged against me in difterent quarters, 

“ out and applied, any of the money issued which 1 wish to say a few words, not so 
“ for carrying on the current service of the much from the importance of the charge 
“ navy, since the first of January 1786, for itself, as from iU being a striking proof of 
my benefit or arl vantage?'* 1 answered the extent to which a spirit of rancorous 
by saying, “ To the best of my rerollcc- hostility, once yielded to, will be induced 
^ tioA I never did/* 1 have less reason to tt> go» in its e.xeriiops to inflame itself and 
complain of the animadversions whicli have tbe minds ol others. The topic to which 
been made upon this answer; for I certainly ^ allude is that, whereby I have been charg- 
inighti and ought to have answered, simply, cd witli having no other motive for remam- 
that I never did and my having pre- i^g treasurer of the navy, after I became 
fixed the other useless words, arose (its is secretary of slate, except the unlawful gains 
well known to those who are in the habits I am supposed to have derived from that 
of living and conversing with me) out of a situation. What 1 am now to state does 
mode of expression customary with me in not rest upon my assertion. There is one 
speaking of past transactions.—! have also who now hears me, and others with whom 
curved, tiiat on anotlier topic much a6|ife- 1 have at present no comibction in politics, 
rity has been resorted tov founded on the who can bear testimony to the fact, that 1 
allegation of my having refused to answer never was one hour secretary of state with 
questions, on the ground of not being ob- my own inclination. Under the original 
liged to criminate myself. Of all the im- institution of the board of India conirais- 
putatious I have heard of, I confess this is Lionel's, the treasurership of the navy was 
the one I least expected. If I bad been of understood to be the appropriate situation 
that disposition, 1 should not have been of the person who was to take the leading 
exposed to any one of the charges tliat have part in the manngement and control of 
been brought against me; and it is the the afl'uirs of India. In that character I 
more extraordinary such a one ahouUl have had acted many years wiih great labour; 
arisen, when my accusers have rcste<l the and, perhaps, I may have had the vanity to 
whole of their charges on what they^are suppose, that by a successful administra- 
pleased to call my o\\n confession. The» tiop.oftbat groat concern, I hud done es- 
.observation is wholly founded on a misre- suitia!. service to my country, . and at the 
presentation of my evidence. I never same time gratified an anibttiou, of w hich 
made use of the clause in* tlie act ofiparlitt* no honourable mind has .reason to be 
ment for any personal reaion^ bulTsoiely to’ ashamed; I have no difficulty in ackuow- 
protect me from disclosing any r>l those ir» ludging, that i bad a- predilection for the 
regularities 1 may be supposed to have India department,, and it was the only one 
committed, in appropriating,' for a time, in which I ever wisherl 4o have ' been em- 
any of the naval money to other public ser- ,ployed-^-^On thia^*^lr6inid / 1- declined ac- 
tictis. So far from feeling that to be any ^cepting;.the«66als^'oi.‘the home department 
imputation upon my Itonour, { should. have ac the Grenville was appointed.; 

felt myself guilty, not only of a-breocii Of adafei^ perio^J, Twail induced 

puI^iO'duty, but a most unwammtabie.vid^ tof'irfiaeptroeai,^ it was uxxder an assurance, 
lation of private honour, if 1 had disclosed ithat i ahould only be nl^uired to hold them 
any jpf those transactions. The informa- ^br the short period of probably a few 
tiou.J^l)ad received from Mr. Trotter, of |moutbs, ’V5ULthe return from abroad of an 
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Doble lord for whom tliey were destined.' of the oflite ever were in my c^tody ai' 
He did not return at the time expected,' possession, and from tt)e day I transferred 
and Uie very critical and dangerous stale twy balawe to my successor, 1 considered 
of ihe country which immediately ensued, | my connection with tlie wsvy pay office to 
rendered it impossible for me to decline haw ceased, as much as if it never had 
obeying the coniniamJs of njy sovereign, at' existed ; except in so far as respected a 
a nionicnt wlicn lie was advised, that any small b.diince to which I might finally be 
exertions of mine might be of use in re-' liable, on the settlement of my account as 
fielliiig the dangers with which the coiisti- treasurer, previous to January 1786', as to 
tjition of tlie country was so pecuiiarlyl which my account must be made up and 
menaced, during the period 1 was in the cleared as an ex-trrusurer, agreeably to the 
home depiiriment. When the duke of old practice of the . office. I likewise took 
}V>rr)and was appointed to that situ.'itioii, I occasion to explain to tlie commissioners 
again made it iny earnest rtMpiest to his of naval eiujuiry, that for many years past 
majofity, that £ might be permitted to con- I never had considered the vouchers of 
fine Illy labours to the administration of my settled accounts with Mr. Trotter, in 
the artairs of India, and I only desisted the management of tny private affairs, as 
from rnijJving that request, wl\^t\ specially being of the smullcst use, and uever 
coitimarided by his majesty to do so.<-— I am thoiiglit of preserving them, more than I 
extremely coiiccraed to trouble the house should have done the vouchers of any 
with such personal details; but I am com. other settled account in which I was ever 
pelled to do so, by the^industry with which concerned. At the same lime, I men- 
my Piiemies think themselves at htierty to tiotied to them the infiirmation 1 bad re- 
lay hold of every circuiKstniice which they ceived from Mi*. Trotter, as to the manner 
fiupposo can create prejudice against rue, in which these accounts were blended, and 
'I'lu; result of \vhat I have suicni on this which deprived me of the means of giving 
topic is, that 1 iiever had the small-cst pre- any detailed or satisfactory information oti 
diicctioD for tlie office of treasurer of the the subject.-— I have shortly recapitulated 
4iavy, except iu so Ihr it was the sicua- these drcumstances, i« order that the 
tiuti ut that timo sup[)Oscd to be apju'opria- iiouse may feel the impossibility of my 
ted to tlw pers^oii at the head of the udmiiii- either conlirming or correcting any of ihu 
^traluin of India. — F shall now' proceed to ob- details which Mr. Trotter has given to 
serve upon the report of the committee of the cornmittee. It is true, 1 have now 
the house of cornrnons, and in doing so, 1 had the opportunity of looking into Mr. 
fliall follow the order of the vq|)ort itself, Trotter's accounts with Messrs. Coutts, 
In the out^^et, 1 cannot help expressing my cotUained in the appendix to the tenth re- 
regret for the circunj‘'tance, stated in the port; but the bare inspection of them is 
first page of it, and wishing it had occurred sufficient to convince every person of the 
to the coiiiniitCee, rather to expunge those impossibility of deriving any infonnution 
questions and answers wiiicii appeared to from them ; and every endeavour to un- 
thom to exceed tiic limits of their en<]uiry, ravel them has more and more proved the 
than to leave tlicin in the body of their impracticabiliiy of doing so.— In short, in 
evidence. The consequence of their not the w’hole minute details connected with 
doing so is, that several things are left in this investigation, 1 have been at the mercy 
the report, calculated to create an impres- of IHr, Trotters memory and recollection, 
t.ion which would not have existed If the without the means or power of either 
question had been pursued by more minute aiding or correcting his recollection in any 
eji(juiry;andthisinconveniencebecomesthe one item but this I can.affirm, that I am 
more striking, when it is recollected, that I not indebted in one shilling cither to*Mr. 
was, from the circumstances well known to Trotter or to the public. But upon any 
the committee, deprived of the opportunity aiitcribr details upon which Mr. Trotter 
of giving them personally any explanation, may have entered, or may hereafter enter, 
I'hc report begins* by stating the substance* for* tlie reasons already assigned any disi*' 
of Mr. 'IVotter's evidence respecting Wa tinct explanation from me must be obvt- 
advances m me ; upon which it iafcwecv.ssary lOusly impossible.— Nothing cun be fur- 
iminediately to observe, that it is quite cher from my thoughts, than to insinuate 
impossible to attempt, with precision^ to any intention, on the part of Mr. Trotinr^ 
analyse any of the statements given by to slate any thing differently from what 
Air. Trotter.— None of the public accounts his recollection may have suggested at the 
V. I t , • 
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moment. At the same lime, from the in- 
fonmition he has i;i\ en rcspociii^g his book^, 
lie has little else to resort to than his me- 
mory ; and both himself and his friendS' 
know that neither ho nor they have felt 
they could de| end upon it for ii very con- 
siderable titne past, in ihc manner tlirv 
inif^ht hiuc done some yeiirs aizo — Under 
these circuiijstaiii cs, and sjjfaiiing from 
recollection of transuctions many years 
av'o, It is not impossible or iiiiprobable, 
tijat in some of his details, Mr. Trotter 
iiiiiv have uiterniixed the transaetiuns ot 
one person uUh those of another. I 
thir.k 1 can perceive vestiges of the truih 
of this observation in evidence, where 
lie mentions lh(' name of Mr. 'I’wcpdio. It 
3s true.,' that in the* eiose ot his evidence l»e 
explains liuiiself to int .m no more 
that, he oniplo\cd ^Ir. "l^^eedie a njos- 
senger to me ; hut from the former part of 
his eMviCnre .'my ]*cr3tin would be. led. and 
the comiijIrU'c seems in fact to have been 
Jed info f>- belief, that, iii sonio shiUpe or 
c.thcr, Mr. Tweed i<! was entrusted or em 
ployed i>y me in noiiie way more confi- 
dential than as a more ine'?''rnger ; where- 
1 have nut the least rocollectic/n of any 
cin.unistiincc that could create such an im- 
pjv&cion in iMr. 'rrottcr's mind, and am 
licrfcclJy cmiain, that no contidontial m- 
torooiu>c of any description, ever passcrl 
between Mr. 'i'wendio and rny^elf. From 
whcit Mr. Trotter had saul injus evidence* 

1 observe that the coinmillee have been 
ihfluoed to exaii-inr the .-('ii of iMr. 'I'weedlf 
on the subject, un<l the import of his evi- 
dence \=s to confirm the ciatoment 1 li.avc 
now given. — Having ol^served thus inurh 
ill gencr.d, I shall proof od to oftcr every 
sutiMaction the nature of the case aduiils 
<if, consistently with the reserve that nalu- 
i.'ilJv hetongs to iraiipactions councfUal 
the government of liie country. Hut 
I must, in the first place, remark, that 
during the whole period in which I was 
treasurer of the navy, 1 was, at the same 
time, the confidential adviser of govern- 
meitt 111 eu'iv thing relating to the ad mi- 
iiktration oi the. adairs o( Sj otland, or sup- 
posed to he cvuv.iecied with the general 
bderest*. of ,lou nmir-nt in that part of the 
kingddm. In tiial capacity, every person 
must readily perceive tlie impossibility of 
being so, wuhout having recour'jC to 
exf>«nditiucoi occasional sums for the pur- 
posiis of government ; and, however sati-s- 
ii^dniy own convlcuon may has'e been, 
j^id however clear^th^ ueccssity and pro- 


priety of the expenditure, in the instances 
in ^vhieh it occurred, rniiilit in l*iet ha\c 
been, every one must be aware, lhi>t it is 
impo«sible that those purposes should be 
detailed, w'ithoiit boili great public and 
personal inci'iivcniencc : and I do airirni 
in the most flircct Kirms, that the* lo.OOdL 
which came into mv hands during the p.iy- 
tna-iership of Mr. Douglas, wdi? ueitlx-r 
nor meant to i)c used, for any ob- 
ject ofpersonal profit (»r uinoluinent to me. 
But I think it is iuifios^ible rc»r any one to 
expirct, that I shouiil enter into a mure 
minute explanation, either witli legjird to 
ih it 5iim, ©r anrdher, of, I believe, about 
a biniijar amount, at a later period, with- 
out incurring the charge of a great bieacl), 
as well of juibbc dntv as of private honour. 
It i." lUi’',^eessa^v to dwell upon the uneii-i- 
ness I have i\ It from lltc neta'Ssity of wiih- 
boiding explanau'.m on any pait of tliis 
buhjcct,* a'varo as I am of the m.inv insi- 
dious and in.iljgiaint observations, to which 
any l>ersnn must be e.xposed, wlio fetds 
such a reserve ti» be Ins only iKuiouriiblo 
hiuj of (('nduct — '^I’t'Cire iv, howevi r, one 
striking circmnsiancc in liiis bu'''im-?s, on 
which I may fairly rest in appc.ilmg to 
the candour of the lion.'^e. in my leUt v 
to the commissioners of naval enqmrv, on 
t!ie 30th of .Time l.l^t, though I reit-rred to 
the whoh*, I rcrtmnlv had puvlicularly in 
contempLiiion rjie sum of 40.0001. ad- 
vaiiced i.*y me to Mr, Fi(t,!or the jmr[>o‘-r 
c\pl.un*^(i in the report ot the eormmlO'e 
ot the house of commons. — 'Tins sum 
formed two-thirds of tlie whole; and if 
.Mr. Pitt had not thought it ev:pi;dient, as 
Hy>pear.s at one time to hav(^ ht'cn Ins led- 
mg, to divulge the tran.'-acoon in llei 
manner ho has done, I sliould ha\t*. 
thought it my duty never to make siu li a 
discoverv, f.i>m anv personal consider.il ion 
cither ot hime nr .‘safety ; and if this invc.s- 
tiguiion had t.iken place within that pe- 
riod, it i.s obvious to what iin e.xU.nt of 
additional suspicion and obloquy J must 
have been ex postal ; and yet from the 
disclosun; which has been made, it is now 
evident that such suspicions would have 
been groundless, and such obloquy un- 
just. — It will also be recollected, that with 
»*ogard to the sum of 10,0001. put into my 
hands by Air. Douglas, there is no room 
fj^r f^afging me in that transaction wuh 
any violation of the act of parliament; 
for it took place before the act passed : 
and wlmtever restraint I migiit have bee ii' 
under' frhin the terms of my patent, tbe 
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reguliitious cither as to placing money in 
the bank, or drawing it from thence, as 
enacted by the act in 17 in no respect 
applied to that ten thousand pounds. — 
The explanation I have now given, applies 
to t\\cnty thousand pounds of the sum lut n- 
tioneci in the report, and, with the addition 
of whatever siini JMr. 'i’rotter was at any 
time m advance for me, in his account cur- 
rent, loi ms the aggregate of any advance he 
may have made to me, in so far as I can 
s|>eak from the conviction of my own mind. 
It IS my belief, that there is some confusion 
111 iMr. I'rotter’s recollection, when he talks 
ot twonly-Uvo thousand pounds, 6r twenty- 
thiec ihousaml pounds, asdislintt from the 
advances of “ from ten tliuu&and pounds 
to twenty thousand p.ouiuls on his ac« 
count cun cut." Either the one or the 
other of these sums, 1 conceive, must be 
overstated. I am not aware from w'hat 
mateiials Mr. Trotter can make several 
of the distinctions he has done in his evi- 
dence, cling the ditlcrent funds from 
w'jiuii biu h aiUaiices were made. It is 
olivious, on the face of his evidence, that 
mncliof what lie stated bears the cJiaracler 
of afiCi-rc( oUcction. A sti iking e.xamplc* 
of this appears on his stxond day's exami- 
nation, when he desires to make an addi- 
tion (>( two thousand pounds or three 
thourimd pounds, to the sum of twenty 
tl 'Uian 1 I'OLindr, wIiK.h he liad staled in 
]<io cxaiiiihtttiou on llie fircccding cla)'. Jt 
j.-i true, I liave no mateiuib or docunicnts 
by whit h 1 can either .issihl or correct his 
iceollceUon. I was perfectly aware, in 
my own mind, that I was acctjun table to 
tlic pul he ftir the repayment of a sum to 
the innount of about twenty thousand 
pounds, <|iuwn for confidential jnirposes, 
exclusive of tlie forty thousand poumls to 
b(i iminedlaiely mentioned ; but Mr. Trot- 
U,i' wii.s. ttitally ignonsut of those appro- 
; and if he endcavouis, Irom any 
tiling recontiy avowed, to form a conjec- 
ture concerning them, 1 am sure it will 
only serve to inislcfid and confuse him. — 
It is now necessary to advert to a sum 
mentioned by Mr. 'fro tier as having been 
borrowed by my direction, and on my ac- 
count. He btates the sum to be twenty- 
two or twenty- three llioiisand pounds. 
This certainly differs from my vecoHection, 
which is clear us to the sent being* twenty 
thousand pounds, and the annual interest 
paid on it one thousand pounds. If, there- 
fore, the throe thousand pounds in addition 
was any advance on iny uccoant, it must 


have been on his account current, or iq 
•^omc other mode, which it is impossible 
for me to trace. The loan look place a-. 
fi>w years after 1 had unadvisedly left my 
profession, and was connected with some 
private family concerns, with wh.ic i it is 
unnecessary to trouble iho liouse. I ob- 
serve from the report of the cominiUee, 
that Mr. 'IVoiter, whom I employed to 
borrow the money, says he was bimself th;j 
lender : and, ^upoii his authority, I {.re- 
sume he was so. I certainly had no 
knowledge of It at the time, having only 
directed him to I'rucine the loan ; and 
probably, from the quotiou not being put 
to him, he lisis omitted to inionu the com- 
mittee, that the cuLumstance of his iiaving 
been so was oniy comniniitcate^ to me 
within these few veekv. — ^The next parti- 
cular in the repi'rt to be ob'-et ved upon, is 
the sum of 40,0001. advance d for the re- 
lief of Messrs, l^wd and Co.; and it seems 
to be taken for granted, that tnis transac- 
tion had been SutigC'^ted by me. If I had 
been examined, I ihink tljcre would have 
been found some shades of difference in my' 
recollection of the origin of tiie transaction, 
from what appears upon the evidence re- 
ported. But feeling then, us I do now', 
the urgent necessity of it, it is immalerial 
lo examine whencii the suggi^stion aro.se. 
Tht'ie stems no djircTcnci', of it collection, 
hovvetcr, as to the subbtiiiice of the Iraiis- 
action, which is fully bcl'cre you ; and I 
have no disposition to excuij'itte myself 
from any part of the blame wliich can bo 
supposed imjiniable to it. — Epcai this pait 
of the leport it will he e.xpcttcd ih-ii I 
should ad veil to what is stated as to my 
not paying interest, when I repaid to Mr. 
'iVotter the sums detaiJetl in the report of 
the committee. I do nut imagine it will 
be expected by llie house, that I siiould 
give any reason wiiy 1 did not i itlicr pay 
or demand interest on ;uiy part id' ilie sums 
of forty and twenty ihousand pounds 
withdrawn for other than naval puipcsci:. 
Those sums would have, yjolded no int<a*esc 
if they Imd remained in the bank ; and it 
certainly never cnlned into rny mind to 
conceive, that under the circumstances of 
! die case, the public could loc»k lor interest 
upon money so applied. It has been al- 
ready mentioned, tlml for the suin bor- 
rowed und^r my own anti only, interest 
was regularly paid ; and il I was, for years, 
in the practice of payuJg so largti a sum 
aimuully as interest, it seems to afford a 
pretty strong presumption, that I was not 
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ilk ihe habit of applying the public money j count with me, or through the house of 
imprest into my hands for the purjmse of Messrs. Coutts, I do not precisely know : 
private emolument. In truth, il l w'ere to; but this I certainly do know and aJIirm, 
enter into any detailed explanations of that in this transaction 1 never bad in 
my own private concerns, I am afraid it contemplation the prospect of ptsciiniary 
would be found, that 1 had, at all limes, emolument or advantage, nor indeed did 
too many proofs of that nature to which I consider it as any part of my private pro- 
I could have recourse.— -Any consideration' perty ; but as soon as the last msialment 
of interest, therefore, can alone apply to was paid, 1 executed a power of attturney 
the sums which Mr. Trotter was at any in favour of Messrs. Coutts, not only to 
tune in advance for me on my ]n*ivate ac- receive the dividend ii|Jon it, but to ilis- 
count ckirrent with him, From the lati- pose of the stock itself for the repayment 
tude of expression made use of by Mr. of the purchase money, whenever it buiti;d 
. Trotter, in his original evidence, 1 find it their convenience to do bo.— ‘fhe result 
has been inferred, that hd was in the prac- of what I have staterl is this, that if Miv 
tice occasionally of making advances to 'frottcr did advance any of the instalments 
me, to the extent of ten or twenty thou- upon the loyalty loan, beyond what he was 
sand pounds.* Mr. Trotter could never enabled to do by my private funds passing 
mean to state, that at any lime he had through his hiinds*, and ul the same iniie 
advanced to me a sum to that amount, carried the divulonthi to my cr(‘dit in Ins 
He clearly could only mean to speak of account, J may have been a gamer, to the 
the aggregate sum advanced oh his ac- amount of the dividend which arose troiu 
count current with me, adding all the .what he advanced, above wliat he might 
items together during the whole progress >iavc in his hands of my private limds. 
of the account, on which he plainly states Tliis would be the stale of the case in th« 
that thcrei was, at different times, a con- i-most exaggerated view that could be taken. 
■sidei*ab!e balance in my favour, on which oHl, even by the most hostile im.iginaliou. 
he did not pay any interest.— I have no The whole dividends upon the stock, dii- 
irnteriaN, nor has Mr. Trotter confessedly jring the time it was held, did not, iu aJU 
any, by which he could make a statement amount to two thousand pemnds; and I 
on this f»ubjcct, more accurately than he think I need not add more on this p(uut, 
has hitherto done. But he has very re- to prove how unwarranted all the exaggti- 
centiy communicated to me his belief, rations have been, which Wave been pro- 
that the advance for me of one or two in- pagated on the subject of inteicst. — I must 
‘.italments on what is called the loyalty ..also further slate, that to the best of my 
loan,' was the only material advance * to j'bcHef there passed through Mr. Trotter's 
which he mcaiit to allude: and, so far as hands, arising from my salary and other 
1 can form any judgment on the subject, T private funds, not less, and probably more 
am inclined to think, that his recollection than seventy thousand pounds during the 
<lo( s not much mislead him in this respect, fouiteeit years he served under me m the 
When 1 subscribed ten thousand pounds to navy pay office. Nor can U be reasoodbly 
that loan, I certainly had not. at my com- contended, that on an account of the fluc- 
maud the money wherewith to purchase tuating nature 1 have described, a minute 
liie stock ; but many who hear me will calculation of interest on every sum paid 
recollect, that it was expected of men in either side would have naturally oc- 
public situations that they should give curred to the mind of any man- No cir- 
conntenance to it, and’ I accordingly did camstance ever aixi&e between Mr. Trotter 
(as I believe many others did) give dircc* ..and myself to call my attention to the subr 
tions for subscribing to it, meaning t0.^dis- [ijcct, and indeed, from the general inipres- 
pose of it as soon as 1 could. The laie sion I* had of the amount of llw sums paid 
Mr. Henry Drummond arranged this for or rtceived on my account,, the balance 
rue ; but 1 inadvertently omitting to make was too inconsiderable to make the inte- 
rhe transftyr at the proper time, and the rest an object of importance.— ITie neict 
value of tht< stock having fallen, it remained p<;)int to be observed upon in the report of 
uj)on luy hands, 'lo the best of my re- the commftlel; is, what they state as their 
^u:nlh*ction I remitted the first instalment second head of enquiry, viz. the coininu* 
from mtniey borrotved in Scotland, Mr. nicatroii' said to have been made to Mr. 
I’l'^iticnmidc provi^iioii for the remainder, Pitt by Mr* Raikes. This is a conver- 
ilior by a<ivance on his^ private ac- satiou whihh' is said to' have taken pUca 
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ws far back as 1797 : anrt certainly any 
rc*folloction I have b«eii able to revive on 
the subject, is rather derived from what 
Mr. Pilt has recently siatml to ine, tluiw 
from any ftjcblo traces of it which re- 
muined in my ow'ii miiid. 1 can, there- 
fore, in observing upon this subject, only 
slate, that buppo^^ing Mr. Pitt in have 
icprcfccntcd to me the cominnnication in 
tin' precise terms he received it (as to 
which 1 certainly cannot s|)eak from any 
recollection of my owii)^ 1 make no doubt 
I should have treated it as an idle rumour, 
concf'iving that it originated in the per* 
mission 1 was aware I had given to Mr. 
Trotter tt) willulraw from the bank, and 
place in the hands of Messrs. C’outts, the 
Slims necessary in the regular course of 
the ofTico, for payment of the small sums 
which are hourly called for, as well as to 
aIl^wcr the claims of thos(‘ who were pos- 
sessed of assignments from the competent 
boards consistent with my idea of the 
jneamiig of the act f)t^ parliament which 1 
have already detailed at lengtk It was 
under this imprtjssion I sliouid naturally 
have so answered Mr* Pitt's comiiiuntca^ 
tion, and ibis w'ould so salistlictorily have 
accouiitfjd to me for the report, that 1 
#.liould not have thought of making tiny 
ft Li t her enijuiries on the subject* — The 
third head of enquiry referrcfl to the com- 
iiiitU'C, respects the loss sustained through 
Mr. Jellicoc. Being obliged to trouble 
the house so long on other points^ it is 
certainly not my intention to detain you 
on this : and liowever ruinouB to Hie it 
would have been if the loss had fallen 
U(>on me, 1 own it is the point of all 
others, on wiiich niy mind has been least 
anxious in the course of all these iiives* 
tigaiioiis^ My fame, not my fortune, .is 
the ‘object of consideration with me. I 
liave appeared before this house to vm« 
dicate the former; and as to the latter, 
the evidence is in your hands, and upon 
that you will form your opinion* When 
it is so clearly established, that the loss 
had occurred previous to iny having any 
connecUou with the treasurership of the 
navy, and that by no means in niy power 
the loss could have been prevented or 
diininishcd, I should feel myself most 
grievously injured, if his majisSty, had not 
been advised to give me* thd' relief I re- 
ceived. I am strongly impressed with a 
conviction, that if Mr, Jellicoe bad lived, 
and had been in a situation to establish 
bis bencdciad* interest in tlie invention for 


.which the patent' was gmutedt the publiof 
would, from ite vulue, have been* glad to 
have purchased the patent; at a higher 
price than the loss which has becii &>as- 
taiued by his failure ; und if 1 am right jin' 
that impression, it is a consolation at least 
to feel, that the })ublic enjoys the benelit 
of live iiiventiun, as I understand it is in' 
general use, without any compensation, 
except in so fur us the loss in question edw 
be eousidered us such.— Hefotv eoncludiug 
my observations on the repoit of yorir 
committee, it is necessary to advert to a 
circumstunre not particularly dwelt upon 
by the committee, but which, tVom the 
tendency of some libellous publications 
that have been shewn to me, seems to be 
enlarged upon with great assiduity, as af- 
fording gruiiiids of dark and mysterious 
biispicioii. i allude to the clause in tho 
release produced by Mr. 'IVotter, relative 
to the destroying the vouchers of all pecu- 
niary trausaetious between him and me. 

, I have likewise heard, that the temis of 
this clause liavc even operated on the 
minds of candid and honourable men ; 
and therefore i should be wanting in justice 
lo iny^t'ir and respect to them, if f were 
to pass it over without particular observa- 
tion: und 1 am confident, wiicthor you ex- 
annne this charge upon the only cv'ideuc^ 
before you, or upon the glaring absurdity 
of the injpiitution itsf If, you will be con- 
vinced how perfectly groundless and inju-- 
rious it is. — Let us first examine the evi- 
dence upon the subject* and it must im- 
mediately occur to your observation, than 
I was at the distance of four hundred miles, 
when this release was prepared and trans- 
mitted to me fur signature. I have no re- 
collection witether it was brought to me by 
aoy man of business, or was transmitted 
in a blank cover to me from Tx)ndon. f 
think this last most probable, as it appeai'a. 
that 1 received it iit my son's house in the* 
country, and the witnesses who attest my 
signature are* two of iny servauts* I am 
confident there was notking to call iny par- 
ticular attention' to this clause; and if tlWe 
had, it does not occur to me now, that it 
MTould have struck me as any thing unusual', 
or meaning more than a clause of coni^iort 
form, mtpressive of an obligation on the 
parties nqt ter keep in their possession any 
receipts; or other vouchers, which could 
be made the ground of a claim by the heiiw 
of either party against the other.<«-l do not',, 
however, enlarge upon this observation; 
the fott certainly beiiri|^, that clause 
1 
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mude no impression upon me of any kind, 
nor had I a recollection of its CNJst'.nce, 
till it was mentioned to me by a in^ar lela- 
tioii of mv ov'n, who now hears me, and 
this after Mr. 'J’l otter had hei'ii culled be- 
fore yonr comniitlee. — 1 lie next remark on 
the evidence ig, the alniurt certainty it af- 
toids, that 1 Vvtis ne^er coiisulit'd on the 
iiir.ertioii of siit h a claubc, nor lu a 
tion to be so. J hti\e already inloinied 
you, liiat f was at the thslance of ibin 
hundred fiom London, where ihcf 

deed wa*' ]>r(M;ai(‘(L and in addition to tiiis 
eircunislaiic(‘, >011 have the niv>si |)ositi\o 
testimony from Mr. Trotter, that 1 was 
neither conFulteil, nor did I any in- 
struf tions it. I le is asked c^|)rc^sh^ 
Did lord Melville give you any ms true- 
“ tions for inserting the tlanse to destroy 
vouchers in the release, before it was 
“ drawn up r” lie answers, “■ he did not.” 
“ Did you know' ol his having given such 
“ instructions to any other jicrson “ 1 do 
not.” So stands :Mr. Trott**r*s evicicace, 
evory word oi whicli 3 ’ou must buhev’-e to 
be a falsehood, before you can give the 
smallest credit to the iniputaliun of any 
&uch eoneei L or cons[)iracy as has been sur- 
mised. — riie evidence docs not rest here ; 
lor, in M* fir as negutise e\idence can go 
upon such a point, it is as strong as it can 
be III any cast*. Mr. .Spottiswoode having 
uiifoi’liinutcly cied within these few inoiiLlis, 
we are depn\u] of the benelit of his e\i- 
donee; but you have that of his partner 
and of his son : and if I had given any 
sjiecial <lirection‘j to Mr. Spottiswoode re- 
specting this clause, it is iTK»bt piobahlc 
that tlu)?c genlkmen would have known 
It from niy corrcspondeiice, or learnt it 
fioni their conversations with Mr. Spoltis- 
uoode at the time. — If, therefore, you are 
to proceed on the only tnidcncc before you 
on tins .subject, it is impossible for you to 
believe the fonl suspicions which are en- 
deavoured to bu reared upon this circum- 
stance. — But 1 maintain, further, the whole 
chaige is not more defective iii point of 
evidence, than it is palpably absurd on the 
face of it. If it means any thing, it must 
mean that Mr. 'I rottcr and I, being c<m- 
sebms of some foul transactions, had re- 
sols'ed to destroy the evidence of them. 
Allowing the premises, the conclusion is a 
fair one; but the mode of executing that 
intention would have been the most extra- 
ordinary that ever was imagined. If Mr. 
Trotter and myself had formed the plan of 
destroying such evidence, what prevented 
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our meeting togetlier, any day we pleased, 
and actually cuiryiug our purpose into ex-- 
ecutionr hut it would have been a most 
» xtraordinavy proceeding, not only to have 
informed Mr. Spoitibwoode and bis part- 
ners mid rlerkb of our iiiU-utiou, biit to 
haie recordcii lliat inu ntion in a formal 
<lee<l, uniiccei'j-arily and waiilonly cenfes- 
sing our own guilt, and jiubliihing to c\ery 
person who saw the deed, i hi’ means we 
had liikeii to cover Jt. — oiiM ivation 
atvpiucs imu-h adc!;tU)aai ioicc, wlicii it is 
rcmaikc.d, tliat the (it cd ccnta-i.? a chua>o 
ol legi.slration; and if either of ti e paWics 
-'lionici ever ha\.e occafeiuii to have if ccauvc 
to it as an obh:;atj<‘n ay'aiusl ic.c « tii^T, it 
was iitccs?arv it jlundd he ici'jni^ d in llu; 
supreme court of the kuipdom, a.id an (X- 
ti\ui of the deixl, conlainii'g the c]au‘^;e 
Itself, produced in ihe couit, brfcix' v\hirh 
any suit miglit bn brouglU, tor enhneing 
lh<; obligation it is siipix»strd to (outain. — 
If, afti*r combimug all llicse jia» tieulars, 
whether arndug out ol l!ie posilive and n(-* 
gati'.e evidence which is befoic >ou, or 
from a conlomplation of the nuinil? .A ah- 
Mirclitics in which tl.eclKirge is nrvolved, 
any jiercon can still allow him self, fur one 
moment to haiboiir siicli a smpicion m Ins 
mind, 1 must conlcss myself toiulfy una!)le 
to combat the malignity and }Wf'judK‘r » ot a 
ninnl so deeply tainted. — lint :uord(T ilud 
mo urcnmslaiKo in.iy be omitted whndi < an 
give a shadow of truth to ll.if: supposed con- 
spiracy, wo are desired to aiteud to the 
circumsliuice of heiring d.ile soon 
the comnusi-ionei.s ol naval eiujuiry weir 
appointed. But those wj:o attend to this 
remark will iminediaUly perceive, that it 
is liable lo every i;bs( i Vatican on the absur- 
dity of il which haslx'i n already ad\ei led to. 
ff the partie.'i coricerncil weic panic-strut k 
by a dread of the commissioners of laival 
eu(p iry, was it not more natural for tliem 
to have had iniiiicdiatc rccourte lo the 
destruction of thpsc dangerous dccuinenta 
of guilt, instead of entering into an obli- 
gation on the subject, liable lo all objec- 
tions and diiTjculties which have been ])oiiit- 
ed out ? They surely bad no ground to 
imagine, Uiat this release would not be pro- 
duced, aft w'ell as the documents meant to 
be destroyed ; and 1 certainly, without any 
broach of charity, may be permitted to 
suppose/ that' not one of the vouchers 
meant to he destroyed could have been 
dwelt upon with more ingfmuity and aspe, 
rity than this release, which the parties are 
said lo hav€ framed, for the purpose of 
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covering all the guilt which it is supposed 
tho-c vouchers would have proved. — I shall 
lurther observe, that if ihia deed was 
nieaiit to impose any active obligation upon 
11 ) 0 , I h.ive eortiiinly been very remiss in 
the pmfunnance of it. On my leavin*; 
Somerset I’liico I destroyed many nseiobs 
paperb. J did the same when i h it Wiiii- 
biodoii tim e years ago. I likewise did so 
wlien 1 Icdt London two yeidhs alter, and 1 . 
have uct asionally d-Jiic tiic same dining, 
rriv ‘lubLoquerjl. resi<h.iKo m .S*:otl!Ujd . bull 
1 rainu^t tiiarge my menitirv v^ifth having 
e'.tr destroyed any vonclier, fioiu a sensei 
of I'a* (‘bligation coiiiained in this reloaso. 
A ^ to the act of parliiinient appointing ilio ; 
commisftiom is ol n:L\al einiuiry, i belie\e 
nobody imagmerl that any thing but the 
abuses in the dock-yaids were llie real ob- 
ject of their appomtincnt. 'rhe abube now 
compl.imed of m tlu; practice ol the navy 
pay odiee had bee n rcetilicd before bill 
pa^bCil ; and I could not 3iippo->e it was in- 
tended lo remedy abuses which had- been 
a!nM-ly corrected. At the time f was 
apjdif.i to fv)r the rclea-je 1 v. living com- 
Imtablv and happily with my family and 
riiiioni^s'. luy friends in Scotland, not cem- 
xer. mg tliiu I over should be the object of 
attack as treasurer of tlu’ navy; and per- 
haps 1 am not very far mi^t.iken in think- 
ing, that if f had conliuueu in (hat bives- 
sion from jniljiic tatnatnui, the attack would 
never liave. botm d- ected against ,me. — I 
am ashamed to iewe troubled the houbC atj 
bo gre It a iength on tins part of theovi- 
deiuc buljjiuned to the repurt, l)ul for llio^ 
rea'ons 1 lagan by .stating, I thought it 
impo-aalde for me lo avoid il; and 1 hitve‘ 
oniyimlhi'i' lo obbcrve, tliat there is not 
olio uf.i.'i III the release of any intention 
or ol)!. Ration to cltslroy existing hooks or] 
accoLiiii-.. I am led to make tins remark, | 
from ()l)>erviiig m some oft.be proceedings 
befcu'c tlie cuiiimiUce, an iiiclmalion to 
conneeA wiiii the release, the non-exisU'nce 
of .some of Mr. 'rrotter’s books and ac- 
counts.— I have now linished the observa- 
tions which I have been desirous of laying 
before the liouse ; and in the course of 
tlu'in, 1 trust I have been successful in iiiy 
r^•^ollltiou of refriiining from any asperity 
of language, expressive of the feelings 1 
may be .supposed to possess on the si^bject 
of tliC proceedings which have* beep di- 
rected against me fot those many months 
past, ll I ever give vent to any such feel- 
ings, it will not be in this place. Tiiis is 
not 3 ucli a conclusion as I liad hoped for, 


and as I think I had a right to expect to a 
long and laborious hie, devoteej to the sei> 
vice of my country; but I feel within my^* 
soli a strength and fortitude of mind ad^^ 
quute to every sudering I have undergone, 
or bv which I may still be harassed. My 
oneuiies are mistaken, if they suppose that 
my spirits, are 'easily to be broken down by 
any exertions in their power ; but I wish 1 
could, with ef|u.il truth, assure them, that 
I was us unuss niiiblo in other quarters ; the 
intimded forme have indeed cruelly 
laceiiitod the feelings of many valuable 
irit'nds, and of others more nearly and 
dearly connectetl with mo, and perhaps 
lliese strokes are the lairder, as soinfe of 
them have come fiom liaiids whence they 
were le.i't expected, I .shall, howe.vcr, 
avoid dwelling on .‘.uch topics, and tliank 
the house lor t!:e indulgence iljcy have at 
present slicwn to me. — Neither shall 1 
in'iih'le you much on the motion I have 
heard to be intended after f retire. As no ■ 
sucli motion has yet been made, 1 am at 
libei'ty to, speak freely of it, and I lliink 
my miflerstundiiig is not so blinded on the 
subject, as to mislead my judgment with 
regani to the very extraordinary circum- 
stances under which such a motion would 
now be brought forward, Jf an iiiipcach- 
inent had been proposed on the Sili of 
April last, it would, at least, have como 
as an entire question, when no part of the 
punislunent would have preceded the trial, 

1 know I may bo told, that being removed 
from a high and important lvn?t, and se- 
piiratexl by the iiitcrposiLion of parliament 
from the councils of my sovereign, is no 
pnni-hment. I will not stop to discuss 
such puerilities; but 1 shall bog only lo 
a&k, whether what has already ^takcu place 
does not probably amoiiiU to as much, as 
even in the case of a conviction upon an 
Jinpcaclinieiit would Jiavo taken place ? 
A declaration of incapacity to serve his ma- 
jesty in any place ol conhde.ncc or trus^ 
would, under such circumstances, 

have been^nsiderecl a punishment not 
wanting in due severity. The house of 
commons have not done this in term 5 , but 
they have done it in substance froin what 
passed on the 8th of April and suLsec^uent 
occasions.— You have gone further. To 
punishment you have added an attack upon 
the remains of my private fortune, bv your 
direction lo the altorney-generah Jt may 
be said, this is only reclaiming unlaw, 
ful gains. Is that so clear a case ? and 
does U not admit of some doubt, whether 
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ckinifi ufyon me wuuld Lt* conniicd solely 
to wjiati have received f But in any view, 
is it no (uldiliumil punishment tu be iiarass- 
ed, God knows how long, in aeoiirt of law, 
by an investigation of my whole privote 
eoneerns for a great part of my life, with- 
out any documents or vouchers of any kind | 
to aid my recoifeclioii in any one parti- 
ucular ?— Indeed, when I lake a review of 
these past proceedings, I can scarcely bring 
myself to believe that a motion of impeach- 
jnent can be seriously intended. If any 
sUch intention has been entertained, it 
must have been conceived in n moment of 
sudden violence, forgetting all that has 
.been already said or done upon this sub- 
ject. Is it meant that a civil prosecution, 
under the direction of the attoniey-gcne- 
ral, is to be going on in one place, M’hcrc 
] am to be exainined upon oath, and tlie 
result of that exurninalion communicated 
(to the managers of the iiiipeachinent, to 
ciid them, in their conduct ot their criminal 
accusation in another place ? — I am con- 
iirmed in my conviition, that an iinpcacli- 
ment can never be seriously intended or 
persevered in, from attending to other 
circumstances, and in particular to that 
of the many illustriiius names, members 
of another house of parliament, which 
have been prefixed to requisitions for 
calling meetings, or have actually atten- 
ded them in various jiarts of the country, 
expressing very violent and intlamniatory 
opinions, founded on wliat they supposed 
to be the import of the resolutions passed 
.by the house of commons. In the cas^ of 
an impeachment, these peers would bo the 
Jiulges of the person chiefly aimed at in 
tliobc extrajudicial proceedings. It will 
scarcely be supposed, that no coirmiuni- 
catious oil this subjetl have passed be- 
tween tiic great authorities in tins house, 
who liavc tak(m a It'ud in its proewdings, 
and many of those nohlo lords to whom I 
.have referred, and it is altogether incon- 
,sislent wuh a belief of such^nimunica- 
tioiis, to suppose . that a mofion of im. 
peochmeut, could l)e intended ; for it ap- 
pears incredible, that under such circuin- 
.sCiiiices, those high and honourable cha- 
racters could have been induce^i to take 
a part so totally irreconcilc;ible with the 
judicial finlctions they might be caHeik 
Vipon to.piftiJforiTi.-* I believe J am accurate 
'in the rea^Il(3ctton of B circumstance which 
just occurs to me. It vvas on the occasion 
of llie triaU a.lV*\v years ago at Maidstone, 
.tin* cirewnsumus of- whUh wilt be easily 


recollected. A gentleman of the name of 
ilaikes was challenged asu juryman, and 
the challenge sustained, on accout his 
having been heard to utter intemperate 
language with regard to the objects of the 
trials; and this was considered its sutfi- 
cieiit to disqualiiy him from sitting as u. 
juryman upon their trial.— It has bt;en 
rumoured, that other modes of trial have 
; been thought tSf, in the shape of indictment. 
Hut on that subject, likewise, I am dis- 
posed to be incredulous : for I am turc, if 
any such measure had been in contein- 
pluUoii, no nieiTib(T of parliament would 
have been induced to take part in the ha* 
rangues nnd resolutions of meetings of 
every description, and even in this me- 
tropolis, calculated to poison the piibhc 
feelings, and pn judicc the minds of those 
from whom the jurvnien must be selected, 
if such criminal prosecution were to take 
place. — Upon this subject of prosecution 
by indictment, I must repeat the same nl> 
.servation I have already made on that of 
impeachineiit. It would be an attempt 
at double punishiiu'nt. Eine or irnprisun- 
niciit are the u^ual modes of punishment 
in the case of a conviction on an indict- 
tnent in a court of law ; but is ihete any 
man, circumstanced as I have been in life, 
who would ever consider wdiat has hap- 
pcnc<l in consequence of the interposition 
of jiarliament, as a les^^iur puiusiiment thuit 
that which 1 have stated us the usual result 
of a criminal cunviclnui ? 'I’liis }>roposi- 
tion may be dialorled by any subterfuge 
which ingenuity may devise; l)ut it is 
impossible seriously to muintaiu, that an 
attack upon me, in the form of a criminal 
proseculioiu would not be an uUempt to 
load jhe with reiterated puui.sliment, and 
that too, aggravated by the methods which 
have been already resorted to, for the 
p rpose of poisoning and prejudicing the 
public mind.— J’liese impressions arc so 
iTtrong and so convincing to my mind, 
that I feel secure no further proceedings 
will be taken ugaiust me, anci therefore 1 
should think myself guilt y of an unneccs- 
sury waste of your lime, if I were to insist 
Upon them more? at large, Perhaps I 
ought to be aware, that in cases of persons 
of rank, and who have filled high situa- 
tionf in ^government, their accusers may 
think theni^lvcb at liberty to pursue lines 
of conduct, which would be reckoned re- 
prehemiblc and oppressive, if adopted in 
the case of a cottager or a peasant; but 
even that 1ms its b^nds, and there uie 
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certain fixed and unalterable principles^ 
which cannot be departed from, in any 
case? without weakening in tlie minds of 
all ranks, thutconrtdencc in the pure admi* 
lustration of justice* which is essential to 
the happiness and safety of every inhabi- 
tant of a free country .—I have already 
cxpu’sscd my hopes, that nothing in the 
course of this day has f.Jlcn iroin me, in 
any degree disrespectful to the assembly 
wimli, with their ludulgentc, I have been 
permitted to address, ilut 1 equally trust, 
1 cannot be liable to censure, if t have not, 
111 any part of what 1 have said, ihewn a 
di*^po&ilKm to deprecate, by humiliating 
bubiiutsion, any of the future evils which 
may be in coiiteriipLition against me. 1 
have lived too long not to know, that 
popular clamour often dies away as rapidly 
as It is excited. A time may come, and 1 
h<ipc it is not far distant, when those who 
now puiTuc niy conduct with such unex- 
auipled rigour, will perceive their error, 
and become conscious of the injustice 1 
have butVered through misconception and 
111 isrepiesoniation.— Circumstances not in 
my power with honour to control, debar 
me fiom the possibility of uttering what 
it would be undoubtedly my personal in- 
lerobl to disclose, I desj^air not, even in 
my own time, to receive ample justice 
from my deluded country. This is, how- 
eVer, not the period to tjiitor upon that 
theme. But I led the consciousness of 
iiiy own rectitude deeply implanted in my 
breast, and 1 shall descend to*iny grave 
v/ilh tho hcartlelt satisfaction, that, how- 
ever the shalts of severity and cruelly may 
be levelled at^iiist me at the present mo*- 
incut, the future impartial historian will 
be able to hand down my name, in the list 
of those who have strenuously, and I hope 
not incductually, exerted, during a long 
life of public service, their unremitting 
endeavours to promote the welfare and the 
<loarest and most essential iiil crests of 
their country. — His lordship then with* 
drew, and after a short pause, 
hlr, Whithnud rose and spoke as follows : 
-—Sir, it must have been a great satisfaction 
to the house, I am sure it has been a great 
satisfaction to me, that the noble lord who 
is the subject of accusation, aqd against 
whom the house of commons came toioertain 
resolutions on a former night, lias fit 
taken an opportunity of defemUng himself. 
It would be a further source of satis&cUOh 
to me, if the noble lord could have been 
present during the observations I shall 
Von. V. 


have occasion to make upon tliat defencjai 
After the noble lord had stated his 
viotion gf his intiocentx^, one would natoiT 
rally have expected, that, in order to havg 
proved it, and in order that he might havai 
appeared to po&teiiiy in the colours hg 
wished tube represented in, he would Imvg 
«aid, lind me some tneuns of hging put on 
my trial ; Hud me some means oi proving 
iny iunocence ; let me not rest on my own 
assei lions," those absertioiis contradictory 
with one another, contmdictoi^ with die 
evidence of others, and with his own ev^ 
deuce on oath ; those assertions wliich, in 
the present state of the question, it is im- 
possible for 119 to t<tke notice of, and I am 
persuaded the house uf commons will not 
be coutentod with. But the noble lord, 
suppobing he was vvilling to {mt hmiself on 
his trial, wlacb it appears he is most utx** 
willing to do, has told us that tlicre is no, 
tribunal 'by which he can be tried. He 
says, “ you must not impeach me, because 
you have prejudged niy cause ; you cannot 
try me, because unfavouiuble irujircssions 
have been excited iu the pubiic mind 
against me.'* Undoubtedly impressions of 
au unfavourable nature have been made 
in the mind of every man, they have found 
their vent in expressions of public indig- 
nation ; and now, because be has conduc- 
ted hiin**elfin a Avay vvliicli has created the, 
prejudice be complains of, he says, “ my 
conduct has been such, that I cannot be 
tried.” He says, “ I challenge and arraign, 
not the panncl of the jur^, not the array, 
but the whole country ; there is not a man 
lit to sit on my trial that if there was 
an impartial tribunal, yet that you have so 
fettered } ourselves by your proceedings, 
that you have rendered yourselves incom- 
petent to vote either on the motion which 
I shall propose to 5 'ou, or even on any 
other. I deny the assertion. There is no 
proceeding wg have olready adopted which 
is'^iucuubistent with any oUicr \vc may 
adopt, and 1 call on the right hon. gent, 
opposite (the atiornoy gcnt»ral) carefully to 
watch every word I shall oder to the house. 

[ beg leave to say this, because there waa 
something in the speech of the noble lord, 
which reminds me of what fell on a former 
evening from a right hotu gent. (Mr. Can- 
nii}g)*as to what was the sense of the com- 
mittee on this subject, lie asked me whe- 
tiier, in addressing the house, I spoke as 
the organ of the committee of which 1 was 
a member. The question was uimeceswy, 
for he well knew I did not speak as the 
U 
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organ of that cbYnmittee.- I did not pro- 
fess to do 90. It* the committee had ex. 
pressed its sentiments to this house by any 
organ, it would have been by its chairman 
in preference to me ; but although the 
quf’Stioii was not iiecessiiry, it might ijot 
have been put without di sigu. 'the right 
bon. gent, might have meant to have insi- 
nuated,. that it 1 did not .speak as the organ 
of the committee, I perhaps spoke against 
the sense of the coniinittco. That insi- 
nnalion I deny. Whatever the private 
Opinions of the committee were, they have 
expressed none ; and I am at liberty to 
jjive notice, and to make the motion which 
] shall have the honour of submitting to 
the house. With regard to the proceed- 
ings, they stand thus : the house of coni- 
mons voted the 14* resolutions of the 8th 
of April, after which I proposed that the 
whole of the report should be referred to 
a select comodttce, moaning to enquire 
into lord Melville's participation of the 
profits of the public money. The house 
thought proper to restrict iho committee, 
and I was perjuaded to bring forward a 
motion for a civil proce&s. Feeling the 
difiictiUies with which I had to contend, 
I abstained from making (he motion I in- 
tended, and the house only voted for a 
select committee with restrictions, which 
were found inctTcctinil, and were directly 
against that course of justice which would 
but for those restrictions have been pur- 
sued. A civil suit was moved as well as 
a' r.imjinal prosecution^ The house adop- 
ted the civil suit ; but is that to be con- j 
sidered as a bar to the prosecution ? Will | 
any man profess that the one can operate i 
as :i bar lo the other ? Were it so, in wfmt 
situation would the commons of England 
stand ? , What would be the power of the 
crown, if, when any person was giiijty of I 
malversation in office> tho crown codd 
direct a civil process against him, and it! 
was to l>e con-sidered aa a bar to an ^m-i 
peachincnt by the commdtts ; or if the| 
crown was to drder the attorney general 
to, institute a civil process, in What cltua-l 
tion would the justice of Uic coimtry bc^ 
placed, if it could be contended that this 
was a bar to a criminal prosecution ? 1 
would iisfc| are there never two.dhferent 
processes going forward at Hie same time ) 
;Are siich proceedings unknown tQ |lie 
Che land? fn the common ca$e,. of an 
wo often find that a civil action 
a criminal prosecution are both insti- 
minted at the same time. ' Where a case is 


80 atrocious as to' call not only for resti- 
tution, but also for example on the part 
of the public, the two actions siaud on the 
same foundalion. Js there any difl[i?rence 
as to tlie principle in the present instance ? 
The civil suit is to recover money, the 
criminal prosecution to punish the of- 
fender, Notwithstanding all the noble 
lord has said, sure 1 am that the country 
would not consider tlie restitillion of tlie 
money from the |)ockt t of the noble loid, 
as any compensation. JUit, supposing tliat 
having ordered the civil process, the law 
was that we couhl not have the iin})crich- 
ment, wliat in such case should we do ? 
We should cut the knot. Wc should order 
the learned gent, over the wav (the attor- 
ney general) lo abandon the civil proc'ss. 
But then:? is another thing which 1 might 
proposed I might propo.se tli.tt the civ /I 
suit should be suspended — ceitamly it 
should either be abandoned as unworthy 
of the least consideration in the punish'- 
mewt of the delinquent, or it slioiikl be 
suspended till the criminal prosecutuHi 
was at an end. The noble lord has said, 
will you do this with respect to my case, 
wliich was never done in any instance 
before f Will you allow the evidence 
against rne to be taken (uit of one court, 
to be produced against me in another?^' 
No, I would not. What was the case with 
regard to Mr. Hastings, when he was im- 
peached by the commons? A civil process 
instituted by an individiuil v/as going on 
against him in the court of chancery at 
the same lime. Lord 'rhurlow ordered 
it to be suspended. This is what I recoin- 
iijcnd to be done in the* present case: 
let the civil pix>cess Ijc suspended, 1 
sliould, however, imagine, that the right 
hon. and learned gent, over the way has 
MOl made any very great progress m ob- 
taining the evidence thnlmay be necessary 
to give elfect to the civil prosecution. I do 
not* think he has any evidence that would 
be of much use lo those who ccmducteU 
the criminal prosecution.-^ With regard to 
the latter part of the noble lord's speech, 
in which he appeals to the feelings of the 
house, I have only to say, that there is 
no man 'more alive to such an appeal than 
I aitoir I am not surprized that a person in 
tAs high station, so degraded as ' he is, 
should feel as he professes to do, the ei- 
tuatioh in whidi he is placed. I hope 
e\fery man feds for such a degradation of 
rank. For the relatives of the noble loi^d 
I feel unfeigned sorrow and regret : but it 



Sj>3] PARJ-, 


is not for me or any man to lho8€ 
leelings to inUrkrf; with llie jluty tiue 
to tfie public. It is the case with every 
iiJiin \\ho <^omn)its an act which subjects 
him 10 the animiidverfcion of the law. 
Some of his relations must necessarily suf- 
fer, perhaps more than he liocs himself. — 
But, sir, us to the defence srt up by tlie 
noble lord, it docs fall so far short of any 
tiling cah ulated to dimmish the groutul of 
accusaluin iigainst the noble lord, that 
J confess it appears to iw he has ra- 
ther funushed topics on those parts a\ here 
■ I lult that nothing new could be said, and 
on which the house of commons have al- 
ready voted condeniuation. 7’he noble 
lord "has said, and his friends have said, 
has he not hecn already suflicitMitly punjsh- 
t’d ? 1 answer, he bus not. I’lie rcsoluuoiib 
voted by this house were carried to the loot 
of the throne ; they contained a proposi- 
tion to remove him from his majesty's per- 
son and govenimeni. 'I’he noble lord re- 
siiined his office of first lor<J of the admi- 
ralty. 'I'lic right hon. the chancellor of 
the exchequer suffered him to withdraw 
himself Iroiti the punishment which would 
liuve attended the carrying those resol u- 
tioiis into effect. At a subsequent time, 
wlion tht re was u notice of a motion given 
to remove him from his majesty's councils, 
the right hon. gent, again suffered him to 
withdraw hia name. The sinking his name 
from the list of privy counfll, was the mere 
act of the sovereign by the ad\ice of the 
right hon. gent, who would not have given 
It, if lie had not expected that he would 
have been U’ateii, if the question had been 
discussed in (his house. Now I say, that, 
on the report of the select coimnitiee, such 
new matter has come out, that it is impos- 
sible not to knove the impeachment, v or 
some other criminal proceeding. It was 
said, that it was not neceasary to go into 
the enquiry as to the participation, and re- 
strictions were imposed on the committee, 
which precluded the enquiry ; but, \vithout 
any intention, things oid incidentally come 
out, thuc induce rne to charge the noble 
lord with having participated iu the profits 
of the public money. It may bo said, 

** You did uot intend to enquirO into Uiat 
charge." I'rue ; but it would have been 
a gross dereliction of our duty if \ve*had 
not enquired into nil the cirdTimstances, 
after wo-had partly discovered them. Ke« 
diicc this to the analogy of private, life. 
Suppose an agent or steward w^as to be 
guilty of partiality towards a tenant, to 


the prejudicd'Of |)iii l^<llord--->$up]^ose 
landlord should say to a lawyer* 
mine into his accounU; but he 
from having been guiliy of peculatiqti, 

I do not e von- suspect him j tUrefore yoif 
need not iiuike any enquiry on that point.!^/ 
i^uppose, on inyestigatiog the charge, 
partiality, that it should appear there were 
ify nip toms of corroptioiii arid that thV 
steward had been partial' from corrupt niq^'^ 
lives, wuultl jtnut be proper,. in such ea«^', 
to proceed v\iili the enquiry f If it incideil* ' 
tally comes to the knowledge of the house 
of commons, i^at the noble lord has acted 
from corrupt motives, what can the house 
do but adopt the im peach itient 1 have pra^ 
posed, in order that, by a full trial pf'ajl 
the facts, the guilt or innoicence of the no^ 
hlc lord may aj)pear ? Give me leave to say, 
that 1 apprehend we are baton the verge ioid 
brink of iluit system of corruption which 
Iras jiist been discovered. But by the foot of 
ilercuh‘syoa may judge of his she; by 
Urn huger of a giant you may form an 
estimate of bis su englh. AVhelher my sus- 
picions are well or ill founded, it ifcimpo^ 
siblo tonne to say; but I arn satisfied it can- 
not be proved that the uotde lord is inno- 
cent, unless he does pass on his trial. We - 
cannot blink the conduct of his lord- 
ship. Upon the report ot the select com- 
mittee, 1 charge the noble lord, and call 
on thd house lo impeach liim on three dis- 
tinct grounds. First, lo impeach him fot 
the infringement of a direct act of parlia- 
ment,. and a high breach of duty, ui vio- 
latiill; that law, which he has con tended 
he did not violate; and 1 now redeem the 
pledge 1 gave on a former night, to submit 
a motion to the house for a prosecution 
aguiiist the noble lord, for participating in 
Jllui’emolunients derived from the use of 
the public money. ' I also charge him with 
having, by hd^e pretences, detrauded the 
public ot money ; and, above all, by tlie 
acquittance* h6 obtained on account of the 
business uf Mr. Jellicoe. What he suffered 
to be done by Mr. 'frotter was a manifest 
evasion of the law. He says he never 
evaded the law of the Und^ of that if he 
violated the law, he did not violate it - 
grossly. 1 maiiitaut bo did violate the law 
in the grossest niamver. Did we know of no- 
thing more than whut is contained in the lOth 
report, it would be sufiicieut ; 1 Ihercfuro 
sh^all detain the house as short a time sia 
possible. NVe find, in the first instance, 
that Wr.Trot^i^r had the authority uf the 
noble lord tq draw all the money for tho 
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Davy pay^oiSce out of the bank. The jKKlccmtinufing him in tbeoffice utidei; him : for» 
,ble lord confessed to certain sums being whether it was from misapprekeusioo of 
drawn from., the bank, and placed in the the consequence of his refusal to answer 
hands of tt private banker, as necessary to the naval commissioners, yet certain it 
jthe business of the uilice. The noble lord was, he did stand mute, when he ipight liave 
. would have us believe that there was some given very usetul inrorniatioii. This was 
limitation with regard to the mode of draw« a line of conduct by no meuns creditahle 
ing on the bunk, i maintain lie had un* to him, and it ought to have been marked 
limited power, lie drew for a million at a by that piuiishnient which would have been 
» time, and he might have drawn for all the indicted by lus dismissal. — I'he noble lord 
money in the bank, and he might have has said, that to these articles of charge, 

; placed it where he ideused. These are facts he never had any opportunity, before this, 

. which have been acknowledged, and there* of making any defence, lie forgets that 
1 fore I need .scaicely tak^ any notice of he was examined on oath before the naval 
them. The noble lord piirihe public mq- commisbioners ; he is no novice in bnsi- 
iiey beyond his own control. Afieritwas ness; yet, though the question was not 
placed in the hands of, Messrs. CouUs, put to him in wriiuig, one would have 
the noble lord hud noibing to do with thought he could have given intelligible 
it. ' Messrs. Contis might have gone off answt-'j i. He said be was taken by surprise. 
witJi it, without the possibility of Mr.Troi- But this is not all. M'hen the tenth leport 
ter’s obtaining restitution. Lor^ Melville was printed, liow did it happen that the 
• not only delegated iln.s povver to Mr. Trot- noble lord did not see the preaedent sooner 
ter^ but Mr. Trotter delegated it to Mr. which he bad very properly availed himself 
AVilson.* When Mr. 'I rotter went to Scot- of this day ? Why did he not write a letter 
land, he left Mn.Wilson bank drafts to to you, sir, bedure, desiring to be heard in 
be filloil np as he thought proper. Mr. bis defence at the bar of the house? No 
AViUon might have taken the money to person is more acquainted with precedents 
I)runimond*s, without being answerable to than the noble lord. But what does he do ? 
either lord Melville or Mr. 'JVottcr. Mr. lie writes to ihe commissioners, and says, 
Wilson might have done the Siime thing as “ I should wish to be examined again, in 
to any other clerk in the oldce, and that order to make an explanation of some part 
clerk as to anollier in an inferior capacity ; of iny evidence." DoCh he say he will go be- 
so that thei e might have been no end to the fore the house of commons? No ! he wi ites 
risk the public ran by lord Melville giv- the letter to th® commissioners, and states 
ing his implicit confidence to Mr.Trolter, that he will lav it before the house of coni- 
and allowing him to draw money from the mens as lus entire defence to the charge, 
bank. I am afraid these deputies' deq^Ues There was no charge of direct pariicipa* 
aVe a great deal too common. This remiiidb tiun, nor was there now, until the noble 
me ol fibttiry of si soNcrejgn coming into an lord spoke'. ’When the noble lord observed 
apartment of his pahice, and finding a rag- with regard to the conduct and machinery 
g£?d boy busily crniploycd in doing wtiat he of office, he said a great many extraordi- 
employed a servant in scarlet livery for. nary things. He stated, that the actof parlia- 
Upon the king asking him w ho he wtw, he inent was very inconripleie ; that it was not 
jeplii'd, “ I uin the page's jiage's pagers so good as the payinatter'a act, tliat the 
, page.'^ Jn ihe present ca^e, there was no one was a short act and the other a long 
reason w hy the principle might not have one, comprising a much greater numW of 
been coniiuucd to the lowest deputy in clauses; that the one did not go quite so 
office, 1 have expressed u sti'ong opinion far as the oilier. U vras the noble lord 
^ of the conduct of the right hou. gent, over who brought in the act, and he had many 
" the way(Mr.Canning). 1 tliink he is to biume opportunities afforded him of amending it, 
for not having dismissed Mr. Wilson. With and of altering it where it required regu- 
‘regard to Mr, Wilson, from what 1 have lation. Have not the public rehsoii to 
seen of him, 1 um induced to think that no blame him for not coming to parliament 
one. can be more correct than be appears to for a i^vv bill, if the first was iusufficient ^ 
be. person could have given his tes- With regdird to Mr. Trotter, who is the 
n^ny "^ith niorc candour and fairness than person tlirough w^se agency the whole Df 
|H}i<t. r have heard that in his office he this business ^as conducted, the noble lord 
^^^Jiighly useful ; but having heard that, I wrould have you believe that Mr. 'IVotter 
i^^ffiink iliie right hon. gent, is nut justified in is not a person in - whom coniidence ought 
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to be reposdS- He said, he kneis feSfr had j meney* The would be, 

fioine monpy of him, but he would have above that, would be his lordsbip^s privatt^;:/ 
us believe it was a siivaU sont, though he property. You are tohl, that *if ' 
knew that Mr. Wikon drew out 40,0001. ter*s acemmts are ■ c?aiifplicated, Coutt$*|' 
to be disposed of iu away to which 1 shall are' more so. Suppose Trotter was to'asit ' 
wot 'allude this night, because it will be a what money he had at Coutte's, and iiinii" 
subject of future disicussion. — With respect to be told that the accounts of the shop ' 
to the money in the hands of the private were st> blended, that il? was iinpdssibli' ta‘ 
banker, tor which interest was paid, the separate the one from the other, w6hld 
noble lord says, that the reason it was so Mr. Trotter believe this? Such an''asser« 
placed was owing to the circumstance of lion would be fundamentally false. AVitU 
his knowing that it was the custom of the regard to Mr. Trotter's fortune, it' is all 
bankers of Scotland to allow interest for public money, lie was a person original iy 
the money lodged in their hands. He not in an uflluunt situation. ' It was 
must have known that it was not the cos- cause be was a meritorious man that lord’^ 
torn of Messrs. Coutts or Drummond to Melville promoted him. 'To what? To d' 
allow inU'icst, at least in ordinary trans- salary of thousands ? No, to five hundred 
actions. In extraordinary transactions, a year only. Did that enable him to en- 
where large balances are left in bankers* Joy the comforts and luxuries of life, UtMl 
hands for a certain time, they do give a at the same time to increase his fortune td 
small interest while it is in their possession, an extent enabling him to lend large sum^ 

1 think the noble lord is sufficiently con vef- of money to lord Melville? It was dither 
saiit with business to know what the cus* public money, or money illegally laid out. 
tom is; but ho states that Mr. Trotter Lord Melville says tho act of parliament is 
advised him ; and yet he proiiounceij a pane- so constructed that it is impossible to abide 
gyric on him, stating that he recomniended by it. I should have said, make *the act 
himself, by the hints he gave for the relief consisffent. Would any one think of giving 
ofhfamen. All this might be very useful ; a banko/s chuck to a poor seaman who 
but it Mr. Trotter had deceived him, he came for a small sum of money ? Certainly ^ 
^lJOuld not have continued him in office, not. Consequently there must be mon^ 
but ho should have told the right hon, gent, at the office for the i*egu!ar pa3^riient5 re- 
(Mr. Canning) that he was not the man quired to be made. It would be impossi- 
wbonr it was proper to employ. ’I’he no- ble to be resorting conlinually either to ft 
ble lord said, Mr. Trotter w’ould havfvgi- private banker s, or even to the bank. Thft 
von evidence to the effect he had staled, noble lord bud again' pronounced a pane- 
if lie had been asked this or that question, gyric on Mr.TrotUr : he says there was no 
which would have given linn the opportu- loss, no risk in what was done. I am 
nity. lie has been asked in various ways, really ashamed to take up the time of the 
whoihcr lord Melville participated in the house in arguing this part of the case. It 
profits of the public money, and he said is the weakest part of the defence to stale 
he never would give atiy account. The that it was for gre^iter safety and eXpttdilioft 
noble lord says, that previous to his ex a- that the money was at a private bauker^s. 
ininalioii before the naval commissioners. By law it ought to have been at the bank of 
there was such a mi.xed account that he England; against law it was at a private 
could not particulari7e it. Is ibere any banker's ; the risk was therefore run by 
man of cotnmon sense who will believe lord Melville, whose money it Was nOt.— • 
that Mr. Trotter could not have discrinn- Before I proceed to the question of partl- 
iiated between the different items of the cipation, I come to the dosses to the pub- 
account by the mere operation of subtrac- lie. I believe thafif this trial weredo go 
tion ? Would th« noble lord believe Mr. on, it would be found the public 'have &o»- 
Coutts if he should say to him, •* really 1 tained losses to a considerable * ainouiiL 
have lost my books of accounts^ but I In one instance, there is the Sum of 12000K 
have 50,0001. of your money, you must a year, for I Cl years, the noble lord'B ad*- ’ 
take it as you can." r.veo ic^thuit case, it ditiotial salary, which has clearly been lost 
would be easy to ascertain the precise na- to the public. Why ‘was that salary grant* 
ture of the account. It would only be ne- ed ? It was on condition that he should not 
cessary to go to the dififerent counters at lake the money out of the bank. He has 
the bank, and desire the clerks to write violated that condition, and he ought there- 
^wn the different balances of the public fore to feturh the s^ar}- he has received, ks 

1 ' 
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40 ibat wbicb he has not done^ The sub« 
jecl of the navy bills will be lor future in- 
vestigation, when the trial is^goiie into. 
' He says, there are only two persons who 
can give any infornmtion, himself and Mr^ 
Trotter. He has not positively denied 
that he made a profit. of the public nMiney*. 
As to Mr. Trotter, he would not inform 
you . lie was examined two or three times . 
He is asked a question respecting JMr. 
Tierney, wliicli he answers, and then an*, 
other as to lord Melville, which be I'cfuhOs 
to answer. He afterwards came back with 
a written statement of the advances to- lord 
Melville ; he has three days to consider ^ 
he makes a deliberate slatenient of ad- 
vances of from 10 to *20,0001. Mr. Trpttcr 
is described as' a person of infirm memory, 
but he recollects himself a little : though 
he said at first there were no ttd\ances, be 
has brought them up now to the amount 
of 46*,000h Lord hlelvillc has not con- 
tradicted any of the stattmeids made by 
** Mr. Trotter# From what 1 bav6 seen of 
Mr. Trotter, he is a man of iulirm iiu mory, 
but a person of infirm memory does not 
wholly forget facts. Me only recollects ti»ein 
gradually, lie is like a person who, hav- 
ing been in a dream, is just awake. 1 have? 
no doubt, when he comes to recollect him- 
self, but^we shall hear of more, of many 
more advances. Before the report of the 
committee, there were strong grounds to 
infer the participation of lord Melville. 
Jt was natural to be supposed he would not 
have run the risk he did, or have placed 
9 Uth confidence in Mr. Trotter for nothing. 
His refusing to answer before the naval 
cx>mmissiouers is a strong presumption. Is 
that’ done away by what he Inis said to-day r 
Fte has never told us that he did not make 
9 profit of the public money. I have 
shewn that the presumption is strung against 
him.; ibatTrollcFs fortune has been rai.>ed, 
out of. the public money. From the pe- 
riod the noble lord went out of ollfice tu 
^ the present time, he has been in posses- 
niun of 50001. the balance of his^e.v^trea- 
Aorersbip ; we find bis balance whs not 
paid up. This is a strong circumstance' of 
' presumption. Another is, that before the 
'^ eojnmitlfee of . fees and gratuities in I786'i 
and the committee of finance in 17.97} the 
circumstaj[t<^bf public money being lodged 
" at priviili^iiirofcers, to increase the salsiry 
of f#K^®Potter, w^s not made known to 
' thfi^^^tnittee. There is ahother strong 
citdttibsfance, the books of accounts being 
' ^troyed; though the noble lord dwelt on 


that fact with great ingenuity, he did nut 
convince me. It is only by iho trial be 
can convince the woiid that the books 
were not destroyed for the jiurpose of c<»n- 
cealment. The noble lord sa\s, that afier 
his renreiiient to Seoiland, he was in the 
habit oecasionully of burning useless pa- 
pers. lie has only burnt occasionally bOine, 
and yet he • knows tlicre are none remain- 
ing. This IS an extraordinary cjrcuin- 
stance, from which 1 presume guilt. 'Fo 
whom did the pa| ors and books belong ? 
To lord Melville and Mr. Trotter? No, 
[the public was the third party. It was in 
the books so burnt that the tiansactions of 
the navy pay-ofiico were recorded. It i.s 
to be presumed, tliat it all these tran.suo 
tioos were innocent, the books and papt rs 
would have been preserved U»r the jusLihcu- 
tioa of the pc'^son who had the trafiicking 
wuh the public moiioy. '^lu^se cifciun- 
stances, however, are considerably aggia- 
vated by the report of the select coiinnit- 
tec, particularly by larger advances having 
been made than wtne before acknowledged. 
'I'lie advances by Mr. 'lYolter to lord Mel- 
ville were without iiiU n st ; how these ful- 
vances have been apj ioprnilcd, lord Mel- 
ville has most unoluslnngly told you lie 
will not reveal. 'I ‘he noble lord .stales, 
they burnt the. voucher- immediately afiu* 
the execution of the. release in wliich ihero 
IS that exlraordmary cicufec. He had bt('H 
out of office two years btlore the e.xeciitioii 
[of that release. Mr. 'Frottcr bad been in 
loJfice up U> the time wiibout any thing to 
jcalliorit; upon u sudden it strikes Mr. 
Trotter, that it might be necej-sary to exo- 
nerate the lieirs of lord Melville, it is a 
strong presumption of guilt, that the pre- 
cept lor the balances of the navy wt>rc is- 
sued at this period. Mr. 'Frotler tbouglit 
that something might come of the transac- 
tion!^ between him and lord Melville: he 
went to Mr.Spottiswoode, and the release 
was prepared. ‘ Immediately afterwards the 
sympathetic conflagration of papers began: 
thus, what was stated to be a casual burning 
of papers, turns out to have been preme- 
ditated, and the result of an agreement. 

Is it not known that persons lose the exer- 
cise of their reason and judgment, when 
they have done soiucthing they are afraid 
of being detected in ? 'Fheir fear, anxiety, . 
and .over>*caution, frequently lead to the 
detection of what they wish to conceal. 
I'hesG arc strong presumptions of guilt, 
which iisive been highly aggravated by the 
report.*-There is another circiqiisUtucfi 
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5 .tf nngly onforcing the guilt of the noble possible for him not to be found 
lorrl, whirl! came out 111 cvuiciioe before liui, wlw do I ast^you ? I know Chere^ 
the lli'st corniniltoc. It exonerateb the right circumstantial evidence which is irre$isl&, 
him. gent, opposite from having known any ble, but I know that circumstantial ey^ 
tiling ot ilie priv ate pruiit obtiiined by lord deuce may be overturned by a single fiurtj. 
Melville. Who ib tlmi right bon. gent. ? 1 do not ask you to convict him, but only 
The broitier niiiiisier iriend of the iio> to find a bill to put him on his trial. Let 
ble lord, the f»er.son to whom he ought to him pass on his trial. The noble lord, in 
have revealeil every thing of a secret na- his letter to the commissioners, states one 
t'lre; but if the right hon. gent, had known reason for not giving his evidence; lie 
of such tr:ins<i«;tion, he would have stop- premises that he has given instructions to 
pod it. Wlion the noble lord had the con- Air. IVottcr, to diadobe whatever heknewy^ 
vorsation with Air. he did not tell him and yet Trotter lefuscs to tell any thing.' ,< 
that one of the purpo-jj^s for withdrawing It is imposbihlo 'I rotter should not kiiowr \ 
-tlie money was to raiM3 Air, IVoUer's sa- what he jaiid into the luiiicis of lord AleU 
larv. He said, lie <lid not believe that ville. He asserts, he* never was in advance ' 
more was takfu from the bank than was more than from 10 to 20, OOOl. The noble 
-necessary. Tlio right lum. gent, placed a* lord does not deny it iiihis letter; he dobsr. 
f.ilse conlidence in the noble lord who con- not deny it now : there is a mixed phraseo- 
ccalod the truth from him. If Ti otter’s logy in his defence, between denial ai>d 
salary was- inadequate, that was the time avowal : the inlerencc U, that he docs not 
to havty mentioned it ; but the noble lord lecollect. lie omits faying any thing about 
knew the right hoii. gent, would have, pro- the ‘20,000l. Ho L-avs that the advance only 
hibited it, and tlicretore he did not tell it liappcntjd once ; Mr. Trotter states it wai? * 
him. What did lord Harrowby say r IIi.s many times. These two persons are at va- 
H'fL^on for not eiupdring is an aggnivation riance. Let us go to trial. Hero are two 
ot bird Alelvdle’s od'cnce. He says, thai men accusing each other; one raying, yo4 
as tile oliicB was regulated by several acts have made false statements, ami yet who 
of jjarhiiineiii,^ brought iii by his luune- continue U) panegyii«?e each other," Thei^ 
diatt* predecessor, lie hail no reason to is such a dilierence between them, that it 
snppo'je that any irregularity was commit- is a lit matter to bo tiiquircd into. We 
ted. No man could have supposed it, for shonhi know how far the public have l>ecu 
lord :M el vide concealed it till tho commis- delraudod. 'Ihcre are various o :hcr 
Moners of naval enquiry extorted it. 'I'hc m the report. 1 will take iho 25,0001. 
right hon. gent- sa\s, he does not believe which was lent without inlcrebt. In or- ' 
lord Melville adverted at ail to the act ot dor to show llmt the money did iiol come 
parliameut, or thought lliat the practice iiom Air. TrolP'r, it should have, been 
was illegal. One would have thought, jiroved whom Use it did come from. There 
when the noble lord was so defective in isanothcrsuiuoi 25,0001. advanced ihrougb 
niftiiiory, that he would not lrav« destroyed -Mr. 'I’wecdy . I’lie noble lord never tells 
thosi? valuable scraps. Nothing is so lutle us how or when he repaid it. I have a right 
under control as rbo memory. I hope, to piesurrie thin it is public money. 'iVot- 
whenever 1 am called upon to give iiiy evi- ter could have nothing in Ins posses-- 
dunce, there will be some document to as- sion, but the public money. 'I’liat part 
sist rny memory. The right hon. gent, of iht? transaction roniaim.d perfectly un- 
over the w'ay, w'ho is the biightest star of e\plaiiu*<l. There was direct proof that' 
oratory, wlio has often surprized thehou'Kjby lord Melville would not even trust his right 
hia sudden and unassisted memory of facts, hon. friend opposite (Air. Pitt) with hhs se- 
ttiid his facility of bnni{iiig them to bear, crets when in oflice, as he would not iu» 
every circuinalance is brought by the ef* fomi him what he had done with part of 
fort of his memory in a focus; yet when the pohlic money. His lordship vvou|[d 
you ask him a t)lain question, he suys he not have told what had become of t(fa 
cannot porfoctly recollect. 2'his is that 4^,0001. had he been a^ked concerniiyg 
which makes me lamcui the destruction of it. Was it to be supposed that 
the papers. If all these clrcumsUuces would sacrilice liis private,, for tune for 
were to go before a jury, after the noble the .public good? His lordship had said* 
lord lias peremptorily challenged the whole that he had not employed any of 
an ay, or selected twelve men from among money for his own use or advantage : but 
his own friendS; I think it would be im- I must still deny that any such inferen^ 
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iBftn .'possibly be drajvo from all the cir-|g]iven to the questions put by his lordship, 
fiUQistances of the cabe. It is evident *thai; and securities were (glared by Mr^ Jellicoe, 
both the Xp,0()0l. and the 20,0001. alluded which appear never to have been iTtkeu# 
to, have been employed for lord Melville's Owiiig to these circvunstances, and his 
private purposes. fi^ven supposing tluit having large -sums of the public money iii 
bis lordship's character was spotless, and his hands, Mr. Jellicoe had been tempted 
bis innocence undoubted, it was totally to do that which he would not have done, 
impossible that he (lord M.)eould obtain had not bis conduct been so overlooked 
that wish which he had expressed, that, by those who were over him, ami whose 
bis name might descend to po.sterity with duty it was to superintend these matters- 
bis reputation unhiernisljcd, so long as Was it not the duty of lord Melville, I 
.such serious charges lay against him UU'* must ask, on. discovering the circunihtauccs 
contradicted by proof, or without his of Mr. Jellicoe's case, iiuincil lately to sus- 
being put upon his trial. If his lordship pend him if he dij not make good his ba- 
bad a friend in the house— if ho had a lances ? Had his lordship followed such a 
relation in the world to whom his cha- line of procedure on this occasion, that 
xacter was dear — if lie had a heart to feel gent. (Mr. Jellicoe) might have lived 
what every honest man ought to feel, even longer, and died hapnier than he had done, 
although they luid all sliackled themselves It )s liH^dged for his lordahip, that cir- 
with forms as he himseh' had done, his cumstaaces of commiscraiiou influenced 
lordship ought to say to them, “ get over his conduct, luid preveuted him from sus- 
.these forms, and suiRt me to go before pending Mr. Jellicoe from his oliice. It 
my peers, that I may by the oaths of wit- is not unfair, however, to argue, that the 
nesses purge myself of such suspicion of compassion of lord ^Melville, in abstaining 
criminality." So far from acting thus, from taking notice of Mr. JcHicoc’s deii- 
however, his lordship has only said, “ 1 cieiicy, proceeded from panic uhir ciicum- 
aiu innocent, but do not try me." 1 shall stances. It is stated m the evidence, 
leave any impartial man to form an opinion that lord Melville's political and confi- 
upoii his lordship's character. \V’a$ it dential friend never questioned the truth 
possible for jSosterity to come to a perfect of what his lordship had asserted, nor ever 
knowledge of these transactions, when his called for any evidence copcerniug it. in 
lordship thus refused to furnish the clue the case of a political friend, it is natural 
to them ? — I have thus goue through the to place an implicit confidence ; so the 
most material charges against lord Mel- right hon. gent, opposite (Mr. l*iit) look 
ville, and if I have succeeded at all, I niii) it for granted every thing was tine, and 
assure myself that every man of honour adopted the plan Uiat was lirtt scggesled 
must necessaiily vote with what I am about to him. After searching for precedents 
to propose to the house, lielore con- during a period of fourteen yours, none 
eluding, however, there is another charge wei'c found to justity the measures adop- 
against Idrd Melville, which I cannot help ted. 'riiero was an intention of obtaining 
noticing. His Joidship had obtained the money from pai.liaincnt to make up Mr. 
sum of under false pretences, and Jeliicae's deficiency, ’merely because lord 

under statements that could not be borne Melv ’le said that there were some hopes 
out. 1 shall have occasion to animadvert entertained that parliament would make 
more fully on those matters when treating his patent for cast iron more valuable, by 
of the conduct of other individuals, which gianling him remuneration. Tiierc is ano- 
' stands totally without justification. I shall iher extraordinary feature in these trans* 
at present confine myself to the case of fictions, which shows the real spirit of 
lord Melville. Mr. Jellicoe was in the them. It is repeatedly said by lord Mel- 
,oflBce of paymaster, or deputy payiruwter, ville and Mr. Trotter, that the principal 
at the time lord Melville was appointed part of the balances ha<l accrued before his 
;tQ the ofiftce of treasurer, 'fhat gent, lordship came into office. Notwithstand^ 
.wa*d in the habit of baviug balances to a mg .ibis, lord - Melville entrusted Mr. 
considerable amount in bis custody. . It Jellicoe. with 20,0001. or 30,000l. even' 
struck lord Melville, in looking over those al'tex he disifovered his real situation. At 
, balances, that tliey never decreased below one period his lordship even suffered that 
pertain sum. His lordship had brought balance to amount to $7,0001. On ac- 
Mr« Jellicoe before him, and interrogated count of the statements mode by lord 
him upon this subject. An .answer was Melville Qtt^ this particular subject, it is 
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at>!$(»lutc]y necessary that he should go to 
trial upui) it; for without such iiivesti* 
giitioh, neither the house nor the public 
CHii be saiistied. Lord Melville said 
nnicli uboiiL the timnner in which he carno 
to be treasurer of the navy, and that he 
did not accc))t of it for the jiurposos of 
private emolument. I would wish to know 
when it was ever established as a rule, 
that the oflice of the treasurer of the navy 
should always go to the person at the 
head of the hoard of control? 'I’he one 
olhee had nothing to do with the other. 
It was therefore solely for the purpose of 
emolument that hi^ lordship had accepted | 
of both these oOices. His lordship had | 
continued secretary of state from year to ! 
yoar for the space of ten years, and had at 
leiiglh talked of retiring to Scotland for 
the remainder of his life. No such thing, 
however, has happened. On the first 
dawn of an alteration in administration, 
up comes lord Melville from Scotland, 
with 40 or 50 proxies, saving he was not 
too old or inliriii to stand camlidate again. 
II is lordship must have knowji well, that 
his right hoii. friend opposite could not 
s])are Inm. It is evident that lie procnied 
the odice of treasurer of the navy mendy 
as a sinecure, for the purpose of deriving 
certain prolils. Tins, up()u trial, will b(* 
})roved to satisfaction , — 'fhere are several 
<djjections urgetl against the further pro- 
sccution of lord Melville. I s«y he has 
not been punished for any of the acts hr 
has committed. Had no fresh evidence 
<urne out on the further investigation of 
the loth report, I should not probably have 
called on the house to inflict any addili<nial 
censure or pimishniciU. J h'»d it however 
to be my bouiKlen duty not to propose a 
conviction and ])unisimieiU, but only to 
ask that his lordship be put upon his trial. 
In laying this matter again before the 
house, I fully relied upon the support of 
his friends, on account of such a motion 
being the only lacaiib of proving his lord- 
ship’s innocence. It is no doubt some- 
what unfortunate, that when wc are so 
much occupied in considering of the means 
of defending ourselves from the attacks of 
foreign enemies, we should also have oc- 
casion thus to distract our attention to 
other matters; but, notwilhsianding all 
J have beard argued upon the necessity of 
leaviiigotf all other considerations than our 
national safety and defence, 1 know, and 
mil convinced of the fact, that no time is 
so proper for trying delinquents as the 
V^oL. V'. 


present time, or the niomrut their crimes 
are committed. If any delay is occa* 
sioiied, delinquencies will never be tried 
at all. If we are occujiying ourselves with 
minor considerations, instead of great 
Cfuuerns, the fault attached to those de- 
Imquenls lli'^mselves who had so otfended. 
With legard to the hmgth of time that may 
be occupied in siicli an impeachment,' I 
sliitll only btiy, that so far as depends on 
no d(*luy shall be. occasioned. The 
mitter lies now viihiii a very narrow 
compass, and the whole business may be 
accoiiijilisbed within a very short period. 
2n the caso of lord Macclcbiiehl, the space 
of <lays was only occupied in proving 
his guilt upon his trial. In the present 
case, perhaps, a similar period might be 
occupied, so that the loss of time cannot 
be dcciiK'd very material. Some talk of 
the expences that would be necessarily 
incurred, 'fhis, Jiuwever, is a very absurd 
consideration. If wc are too poor to be 
robbed, we are not too poor to demand 
justice. No sum of money would be too 
lgre.it for accomplishing the punishment, 
jor establishing the iiin»>ccnce of lord Mel- 
|vill(.*. Ills lord.ship has dwell on his 
greatness ; he has beaui raised to another 
liouhc of higher dignity than this ; that ho 
has not been raised to that dignity by a 
monarch vihom be has deceived and be*- 
trayed, is an object wonhy of being ascer- 
taiiM‘<l. Ho is .1 new peer, raised to that 
dignity uiidrr a minister, now a member 
also of the same house (lord Sidnioiitli), 
of whom 1 will say, that he never would 
have advised his niiijesly to raise lord 
Melville to iliat dignity, had he known of 
the transa- tioiis now known to the house 
of comiijoiis. Hut if a jicer is disgraced 
by his practices, it ought to be known to 
that house ilial he is a disgraced man. 
Snell n character is not irif?aiit to sit there. 
1 will not move the artules of impeach- 
ment now, but shall content myself at 
present wuth moving, “that Henry lord 
viscount Melville be impeached of high 
crimes and misdemeanours." 

Mr. /lewd, after expressing his agreement 
in opinion with tlie hon. gent, that some 
farther proceedings should be taken ui 
this afl’air, declared his dissent from him ai 
to the mode which he proposed to inirsu^ ; 
to which he slionld iJjerefoi-e offer an 
amendment. I'he proceedings of the hoiisti 
in this business seemed to have become 
somewhat enibarraf‘-ed, and, with the 
leave of the house, he would take a ahoit 
X 
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review of them. AVlien the hon. gent, 
first brought forward Ins motion lor a cen- 
sure of liie coiuhict of lord Melville, lie 
had voted against it, because he coiisi- j 
dered it as premature, and that it was not 
founded on a knowledge of all the circum- I 
stances of the car^c. 'J’ise inotjon, iu»w- | 
ever, for censure had been earned. 'J'hc 
next step was th*; appointment of a select 
conimitUc to inve>tigut(' closely tin? ulle- 
gniions c>f the tenth report, llebliictions 
were niipO'sed on that c- ■mniith e*, saiisfae- 
tory, no doubt, to tlusc who j)ioposed 
them, but quite the nweiDe to him. 'fhe 
question that then came to be Jisc.u.'^sed 
was, whetiier a civil or a criminal prosecu- 
tion should be iiislilutrd. Hesuliilions of 
ceusnie liad already been ])ahbC(l against 
lord Melville. He could not agree with 
those who asserted that this was no j»n- 
nislmient of the noble lord ; he should 
think himself wanting in respect to the 
dignity of the house, did he agree witli 
them; for his part, he should consider the 
expressed disapprobation of tlie house, as 
one of the greatest calamities that could 
befall him. After this, lord Melvilh; re- 
signed his high situation as first lord of the 
admiralty ; and here again he must dillbr 
from those who asserted that this was not 
the necessary effect of the vote of censure. I 
The striking off the noble loid's name 
from the list of the privy council was iiii- 
questioinably the effect of that volt;. Under 
these circumstances, feeling that this j)u- 
riishment was m itself seven', and being 
satislied that if the ends of jusUce were 
sati^/ied, the most lenient modes should 
be adopted for that purpose, he supported 
the motion for a civil process, because 
that was the milder measure. The qiic"*- 
lioii now was, is there not new iiiaiter 
suliK’ient to warrant a different mode ol 
procedure from lliat originally adopted ? 
lie contended that the circumstances re- 
cently disclosed were not only new, but 
in a much higher degree criminating than 
any that had hillicrtc^ ajipeared. 'Ihc; 
proved decidedly the participation of lord 
Alelville in the proJib made Ijy his agent. 
Ill the. first place, 10,0001. which lord 
Melville avowed to have been expended 
in the secret service of Scotland, and which 
he Mpluivd, on being (jucstianed as lo its 
ajipication, that no huinaii power should 
wrench it from him ; was that a satisfac- 
tory answer? was is not rather a most 
dangerous precedent ? and who could say 
at what point it might stop ? Did tiie noble 


lord lend this sum, or give it away ? If it 
was a gift, when was it repaid ? It it was a 
loan, how was it possible, wliatever cu- 
rious and delicate circumstances miglit 
liave at! ended the transaction at the luue 
in 17yh‘, that so many years should ha\e 
olap'^cd without allowing of its being divul- 
ged : At a subsequent period there was 
a sum of 11,0001. unaccounted for. Were 
tlies(‘ n^'t newv facts ? Tlie charge was not 
that lord IMelville had been a gainer by 
any particular speculation, but that the 
public nioMcy had been generally diverted 
ijom its }}iop(!r course, from which he had 
don\ed advantage. It was proved by 
evidence, tliat money hud been so diverted, 
that the !><'ble lord had laid his hands on it, 
that it had come into his j^osscssion, and 
it was but fair to co:'clude, that the charge 
of profiting by it was established. 'I’licse 
two grounds were a sufficient justification 
of a criminal prosecution ; but there wcie 
other strong facts in reserve. The hon. 
gent, aiherled to the convt^rsation between 
Mr. Ihtl and lord ‘Melville after the com- 
munication made to the former by Mr. 
llaikes, and reprvibated the conduct of 
lord Melville in concealing the truth from 
his riglit* hon, friend. It was impossible 
to blame that right hon. gent, for allowing 
himself to he deceived ; he had many 
things of great importance pressing on 
attcniion, and was obliged to place implicit 
confidence in those with whom he acted. 
No blame therefore attached to him, but 
veiy serious blame to the noble IohL 
^Vllen lie j)raciised that deception he knew 
that he was in the wrong, he knew that if 
the. real slate ot thcM'ase was explained, the 
person to v\hom he was addressing him- 
self would liave ctleclually j)revented the 
recurrence of such abuses. — Another 
strong fact was the circumstances attend- 
ing the exchange of releases betw'eeii lold 
j Melville and Mr. Trotter. The noble lord 
j.retcnded to say, that had it been his iiu 
[ terest lo conceal any part of this transac- 
tion, It w<juld have been absurd to display 
I it as he had done. But the display had 
not been very great. Neither Spottis- 
\voode*s partner nor clerk knew any thing 
about it ; and as to the registration, it was 
notorious that were the foulest conspiracy 
that could, pollute parchment sent to be 
registered, so indifferent were the clerks 
to what passed throngh their hands, that 
it would stand as little chance of becoming 
public as if it had been done in a foreign 
^country, Tlie date of this release created 
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more than ordinary suapicion. The act 
instituting a commission of naval enquiry 
passed on December 29. The first pre- 
cept of the commissioners was dated the 
17lh of the suceeerlinjr January; the se- 
cond precept the 2d ut February ; and the 
release was signed by lord Meivillci on the 
IHth of the same month (hear! hear!). 
Iniinediately after we find the noble lord 
busily employed in destroying papers, <Stc. 
If all this was innocent, if it were rnendy 
the efiect of chance, then was the noble 
lord the most unfortunate of men ; but 
a coincidence so extraordinary rt-quired 
a great deal more explanation, and till 
liiat explanation was given, the impression 
on his mind, and on that of every honest 
man must be, that there existed grave 
grounds of doubt that it was not entirely 
the result of accident. Let it be remem- 
bered, that all he wanted was further en- 
quiry. If the noble lord could acquit hini- 
«elf of the iinpulatious on liis character, 
h(j vowed to God lie had no friend who 
would njoice more sincerely than himself; 
but in tlm mean time, he felt it to be his 
duty to send him to that enquiry. The 
proceedings ought certainly to be criminal, 
but he di tiered from the hon. gent, oppo- 
site as to the mode. 'J’here were two 
modes, — iinpeac;hfnent, and a criminal pro- 
secution by the attorney geiicrdl. In the 
present instance he should preler the latter, 
^ome cases were moic fitted for the ordi- 
nary courts of justice, others fur a high 
and enlightened tribunal. If impeach- 1 
ineiit was more dignitied, it was likewise 
more cumbrous and ex|)cnsive. Of this 
W'c had bad many proofs. Would to God 
that one of them (the trial of Mr Hasting.-.) 
c.ould be blotted from our aiUMls! No- 
thing human could be more perfect than 
the adminislration of justice m the ordi- 
nary courts of Great Britain, and ho trusted 
he should not hear any objection to the 
proposilion, on the ground that the prose- 
cution was under the managenienl of an 
officer of the crow'n, when the high cha- 
racter of the altorney-gencrai, for honour 
and integrity, was considered. Although 
the hon. gent, had hinted the propriety oJ 
suspending the civil suit now carrying on 
against lord Melville, ho had not made a 
specific motion to that effect. would 
therefore insert it in his amendment, which 
would then run thus : — “ That bis majesty's 
attorney general be directed to prosecute 
Ilrury lord viscount Melville for the se- 
veral offences which appear, from the re- 


port of tlie commissioners of naval en- 
quiry and lliat of the select commiltee of 
the house of commons, to have been 
committed by the said JJcniy lord vi.scount 
.Melville ; and that the attorney general 
be directed to stay proceedings in llie civil 
suit, instiiiited by order of the house, 
against the said Henry lord vicount 
Melville." 

Mr. IVhilbnad, in exjdanation, observed 
that he meant to propose the suspension of 
the civil suit, if the impeaclnnciu should 
be carried. 

'I he Master of the liolk did not think 
it iieces.sarv to tcike up the time and atten- 
tion of the house v/it!i entering into a de- 
tail of all that had already passed upon the 
case now before the house. But be would 
ahk, vva.s it not an (/oject worthy of the 
attention of the house, that a notice bad, 
been publicly given of a motion to remove 
lord Melville Iroin his majesty s councils; 
iind that that motion, or the effects which 
might possibly How from it (an additional 
censure and a punishment, in conse(|uence 
of the prixicedings of that house), had 
only been prevented by the advice which 
his right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) had given 
to that efi'ect, and that his majesty had 
actually erased the name of that noble 
lord from the list of his firivy counsellors ? 
Was It not un object worthy of the atteii- 
lioii of the house, that lord Melville had 
resigned a most principal and osten.sible 
situation in the government of his country, 
in consequence of the determination of 
ihat house ? Were not the resolutions of the 
kstli of April still unreversed ; and were 
! iliey to add the resolutions now proposed, 
to th'.* pumsbineiil which ho had already 
received ? If the motion for an impeach- 
ment ha»l taken ])rc‘Cedenre of the other 
f)roceedings, it would have been impossible, 
according to the regular proceed uigs au- 
thorized by the constitution of the country, 
to have jidded the former proceedings to 
that winch is now proposed. By parity of 
reasoning, if not strictly speaking contrary 
to the forms of our biw, it would be, strict- 
ly speaking, according to the principles of 
justice, repugnant to all idea of equity and 
fair reasoning, that the two modes of pu- 
iiisiunent should be inlhcied in this inver.^ 
ted order of jirocceding. Tlie only case 
that he recollected in which any tiling si- 
milar was, attempted was iii that of lord 
.Somers and three oihcrs. According to 
Bishop Burnet, it was evident that an 
address to the throne and an impeachment 
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were movrd upon ibe same case. The 
lords, however, diflVrrrl in opinion from 
the commons, and thought that U might 
be dt'crned a bad precede iit ; they sent u)) 
an humble address lo the throne*, expres- 
sive of these sentiments, and the sense of 
the public ajipeared to go with them. 
The soNeieigu also refuseil lo gi\c his 
sanction to such a-T4 extiaonlmary mode oi 
proceediiiL',. Upon comparing that with 
the case now helore the house, or at least 
with the proceedings hud 14)011 it, it would 
be recollected, tliat at (irst a vole of ce n- 
surc was passed ujxm the conduct of the 
noble peer who had been that evening 
beard in the body oi the house in his own 
defence; the next subject of (lel>ate 
whether a criminal or civil luosecntioii 
should be instituted against him, and after 
that a committee was appointed to make 
further enquiries into the cin iimsUincc s of 
the case ; but that committee was preclu- 
ded from any investigation as to the paiti- 
cipation of the noble lord in the profits 
of public money, whicii, according to the 
terms of the resolutions, had been misap- 
plied. Something, however, had inci- 
dentally come out winch appeared like a 
proof of his participation, and the hon. 
gent, who had opened the dcliate had re- 
served himself to the present opportunity 
of bringing that before the licmsi). But 
he could assure the house, that no positive 
evidence to that effect had appealed be- 
fore the committee, although there won* 
grounds for conjecture, principally arising 
irorn the idea of the cornmixtuie of ac- 
counts, and from the circumsiance of 
papers having been burned which woie at 
that lime supposed to be UMd(.s&. Bur 
there was no additional e\id(*nc e as to 
. these points. The cncmnstance of a re- 
lease having passerl between the parties, 
he conceived lo be theoniy.ncw point that 
was now brought forward ; and, as far as 
any man could puMiivcly take on himsell 
fairly to say, lord Melville iiiight have 
been unacquainted w ith the minute clauses, 
or precise terms, of that release, ihoi.'gh he 
knew:, generally s-peaking, that a lelease 
was to be executcxl, and signed it in per- 
fect confidence on the propriety 01 con- 
duct of the parly Irom whom it came. In 
such, a case, it was necessary eiilier to 
settle accounts and gi\e up vouchers, or 
^ else to destroy ihnu generally. ^I'he latter 
ccilitse was adopted; and a.s he was con- 
that, betorc any grand jury, that 
not be sufficient evidence upon I 


w'hich to find a bill, he could not be indu*- 
ced to think that such a circumstance 
would form sufficient ground for that 
house bringing up an impeachment to the 
bar of the liigher chamber of parliament. 
The lion. gout, who opened the debate 
had nevertheless thought that it atlordod 
the strongest authority for the adoption of 
.*>uch a measure, and had given three prin- 
cipal reasons in support of his opinion. 
But, when the house came lo consider of 
llie first of them, namely, the charge of a 
breach of law by the manner in which he 
had applied the public money, they would 
find themselves under the ncct'ssity of re- 
vising their former jjiocceding belnrc they 
could bceuiblcfl to come to a Ircsh deter- 
ininalion i pon that point. In fact, before 
the year 17S‘?, it was a (piestion which 
admitted ol some doubt, whtiilu-r the appli- 
cation of ))iiblic money, in the maniu‘r 
which had been stated, was not to he 
considered the fair emolument of office ; 
and even on a consideration of the act of 
diawing money irom the bank, it did not 
appear lo him that there was any thing 
ciiininal within the meaning of llie act ; 
there was no tneiuioii made about wheic 
the money was to be dcpo.sited after it 
was drawn from the bank, whether it was 
to be lodged in the strong chest at the navv 
offi< e, or whcAlioj it iini..l»t noi lu* pha ccl 
ill llie hands of ihemostconvcnicnl bankei . 
But ailmitting to the full extent the idea of 
(Timinahty a^ expres.-^ed already bv the 
lionse, and to which delernnnalion it was 
his wish lo pay the ntinost possilih* rcspcf 
was it not to be retolli*cled that the hou.-e 
had already made its option, ihal it had 
adopterl a certain liiii* of proceeding ; that 
lord Melville had been already puni.‘'hed 
bv the eiasiire of his name from the coun- 
cils of his sovi rcign, hy bis loss of place, 
and by his future disqualification from 
liolding any ydace of public trust in conse- 
quence of such proceedings? It was not 
proposed to iiiifio the lornier part of his 
punislniicnl, and it was contrary to all 
principle of law to punish any ptason a 
second time for the same offence. All pu- 
nishment was inflicted for example's sake ; 
and would any man presume to suppose 
that it was at all probable that any future 
treasurer the navy would say, that the 
punishment of lord Melville was nothing, 
that he might follow a similar course with 
safely, provided Ihere was no . danger of 
an impeachment? — There was one point 
oi th speech of the hon. gent, who made 
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the motion, however, on which he thought i 
it would be necessary to tnako a single 
remark ; it had been staled that the ngbie 
lord had challenged the wliole country as 
unfit to sjt upon Jus jury; that there was 
not at present any Iribunal which was like- 
ly to come to a lair, dispasnioiiate decision 
on his case. Was it of slight ronsequence 
that the commons of the united kingdom 
had come to a decision that he hiuJ been 
guilty of a gross violation of law, and a 
high breach of duly ? was it of slight con- 
sequence that meetings had been held in 
various parts of the country lollowing up 
such a declaration ? was it (»f slight conse- 
quence tliat pceis of parliament liad lent 
the sanction of their names to resolutions 
of a similar nature ; or could any reason- 
able man suppose that it would be in the 
power of any individual whatever to do 
away the impression winch would be made 
upon the minds of all classes of his ma- 
jesty’s subjects by the authority of sucii 
lesolntions, or by tlie force of such ex- 
amples ? If any tribunal, however, could 
be chosen which uas more pure than 
another, it was the asbcmhly in which the 
subject was then discusserl; tliey were not 
tied down by Uio forms of ordinary courts 
of justice; tliey wi re a discretionary court, 
and they would Know how to appreciate 
the value of wh.»t laid already passed, 
form a correct and impartial judgment as 
to what lord IMoUillo had already suffered, 
and he had no doubt that they would, by 
a fair coinjKinson of the nature of the 
charge with that of the punishment which 
has followed, very readily decide whether 
the noble lord has nut ^en already pu- 
nished in a proportion adequate to his of- 
fence, or wln'flier there is a fouiidation in 
justice lor bringing hmi to a new trial. 
To those w'ho ilujught that lord Melville 
had, m the hrst instance, deserved to be 
impeached, he 8upp(»&ed it must now be 
elcjar that any lurther prosecution would 
be vexatious and unjust, 

Earl Temple obsei\v*d that the right horn 
and learned gent- had chielly rested on a 
comparison between the proceedings on 
the case of lord Melville with the ordinary 
course of proceedings in a court of justice, 
though he had admitted what constituted 
the riioBl essential pat t of the ^iiil'ereiice be- 
tween the proceedings in that house and 
those of a court of law, that is, that while 
the latter are conlined by rules of law, the 
power of the former is discretionary. This 
was an ai'guiiicnt why they should not be 


supposed to be fettered by any thing of 
adherence to the dry forms of law wbidi 
might, in some instances, be favourable to 
the rejection of a charge on which tb# 
critninai ought, in strict justice, to bO 
tound guilty and to receive the punish* 
niciit of the law. The learned gent, how- 
ever, could not wish that the noble lord 
"liould be freed from the charge which lay 
against him by any fiction of the law; it 
must be his wish that his lordship should 
be acquitted in a more honourable man- 
ner. For this reiison, he supposed, he 
liad quoted the case of lord Somers ; but 
he had entirrly omit led to notice the clis- 
tinclioii bt tween the two cases. In th^ 
case of lord Soaicrs there was an address 
sent up to the ihroiiCi and an iinpc acliment 
.o be nn)ved for in the house. In the case 
ot lord Melville the house had only deter- 
mined what apjicared to them to be the 
nature of the ofleiice committed by lord 
Melville, and Itdt the sovereign to the ex- 
ercise of iiis own feelings, without calling 
uj)on him for the expression of any opinion 
which might poftsibiy he siip[>osed to have 
weight in any other |>lare. 'fhe learned 
gent, had mentioned in another part of his 
speech, that there was notlmig new in what 
now appeared before the house. Was it 
not something new that llic noble lord had 
himself acknowledged that he might hava 
applied a considerable sum of money to 
the management of atlairs in Scotland, and 
that he had added, that he would not on 
any account divulge the nature of these 
transactions ? Wus it not of serious im- 
portance that the noble lord had not re- 
lated the whole of another transaction 
when questioned by the chancellor of 
excheejLier, but had concealed a part, eves 
from him P And, with respect to the law, 
though it did not precisely state wherft 
naval money was to be placed, in transiltl 
from the bank to the Jiands of those 
who had demands upon the navy ofhce, it 
stated clearly enough wliere it was not to 
be; it was not to be placed in the hands 
of Mr. Mark Sprott, or subjected to the 
conti’ol of Messrs. Coutts. He trusted the 
house would not lose any thing of its dig- 
nity by giving up a prosecution in a case 
where corruption was notoriously appa* 

I rent, and where statutes were laid aside Si 
useless lumber. 

Mr. 1. II. Hrowie observed, that be had 
voted for the resolutions agreed to by the 
house, which contained so severe a ceit^ 
sure on the conduct of lord MelvUle^ aiul 
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which were followed by the more degra- 
ding stigma of the erasure of the noble vis- 
count’s name from the list of the priv}* 
Council ; whether, by these proceedings, 
the noble lord had been sufficiently pu- 
nished or not, seemed now in a great de- 
gree to be the question. The punishment, 
in his opinion, was extremely severe, but, 
perhaps, not more so than ifie nature and 
extent of the crime demanded ; but, surely 
it might reasonably have been expected, 
that the f)uuibhment would have ended 
there. It is said, however, that now mat- 
ter of charge has since arisen, and that 
consequently additional punishment should 
be indicted. Here he thought there was 
much room to doubt ; the new matter so 
much spoken of seemed to him to consist 
of suspicions, which must have been con- 
siderably done away by the speech of the 
noble viscount, in which it was but can- 
dour to say, that there was a great deal to 
alleviate, little or nothing to aggravate his 
offence. He should not negative the mea- 
sures now proposed because he thought 
that the offence of the noble viscount was 
of a light nature, but because nothing 
new had been proved, and because, under 
all the circumstances of the case, he thought 
Che punishment already inflicted perfectly 
t U'lte to the offence. Uhe house 
• - ..1 not forget the perilous state of the 
L^iULtrv, ihe nienax'e of invasion lliat hung 
o\cr n, and I lie other serious exigencies 
tha; claiiiH (1 tlu-ir atieutiou. Nor did he 
believe lliiil the iiublic looked for any thing 
mor€^ than had been done by the vote of 
the 8th of A} ril. . 

Mr- thhy declared that he 

was proceediiig to execute the most painful 
duty, that in the whole course of his poli- 
tical lift* lie was ever called on to perform ; 
because he criiild not divest his mind of a 
just consideration of the great services ren- 
dered to his country by the noble person 
who was in this instance the object of ac- 
cusation, and because lie could never cease 
to renieiiiber the ‘many marks of private 
friendship and kindness, of unremitting at- 
tention, which it had been his fate to ex- 
^pprience from that noble lord. These were 
Considerations which could not be obli- 
terjated from his mind by any circumstances 
whatever. But still they must yield to a 
sense of public duty. After the very am- 
ple and able view which had been taken of 
the whole of the case by his right hon. 
friend who moved the amendment, in all 
iii>lK)!iC sentiments he entirely concurred, he 


did not feel it necessary long to trespass 
on the attention of the house. I’o .what 
had been urged by his learned friend on the 
floor (the master of the rolls), and aNo 
by the noble lord who was heard that nif;ht 
in his own delence, he had listened with 
the utmost attention, and he confessed, 
that for the first time in his li!e, lie was not 
convinced by his learned friend. When 
the first proceedings uere taken against 
lord Melville, uheii the criminating reso-. 
lutions were proposed, Ins wish was to have 
the whole of the case referred to the exa- 
mination of a select eonnnittee, before 
the house should coinc to any d(?cision 
upon It. But in that it was his misfortune 
to differ from a majority of the house, and 
to the vote of that majority he bowed wiih 
deference. He could not, however, for- 
bear to remark, lliat if one were allowed 
to judge from events, had the course then 
recommended to the house been adopted, 
this consequence at least would have re-- 
suited, that the whole of the tliargcs would 
have been referred to a committee, which 
would have gone into the investigation un- 
fettered, There would liave been in that 
event no pretence, umJ tlicrofore there 
could be no wish or inttntion, to subject 
the committee to any restriction. ’I’he 
house having conic to no determination 
upon the case of lord Melville, the house 
of peers could have had no reason to he- 
sitate in allowing that noble lord to attend 
a committee of this house, and to submit 
to an unrestrained examination. 'I’lie re- 
straints since imposed on lord Melville 
were, he fully believed, founded on the 
criminatory resolutions of the 8th of April. 

If it had been the pleasure of the house to 
pursue a different course', he was persuad- 
ed that considerable embarrassment would 
have been avoided in the prosecution of the 
enquiry. But it did not however follow, 
that because there might have been some- 
thing erroneous in the beginning of the bu- 
siness, that therefore the house should stop 
snort in the performance of its duty. If 
no farther steps were taken, he could not 
but say that full atonement would not be 
I made to public justice. When gentlemen 
stated, that justice was already satisfied, 
and that it was not intended to follow up 
the delinquency of the accused beyond 
the resolutions of the 8th of April and 
their consequences, he felt soinc degree 
of surprise. Unless it was in contcnipla- 
lion to take further proceedings, in ciise 
any new matter of crinmiaiiou should ap- 
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pfar, why refer any charge to the consi- 
ile ration of the select committee ? Unless 
8oIn^ thing more was intended, the purpose 
of the select i uinmiltee was quite nugatory. 
From the new matter which the report ol 
that committee had disclosed, further 
proceedings appeared to Iniii indispensably 
ncccfesary. It was next to impossible that 
the civil suit which had been ordered by 
the house could lead to any satisfactory 
result, and theiefore he should support tiie 
criminal process recommended by his right 
hon. friend. This process he would prefer 
to the proposition of impeachment, for the 
reasons staled by the right hoil. mover of 
the amendment. He would prefer it on 
these giouuds, that it would be more con- 
venient, while it was equally calculated for 
purposes of justice ; that it would be as 
efficacious in its enquiry, while it would 
be attended with less expence, and more 
expeditious in its decision. If, however, 
the criminal prosecution which the amend- 
ment proposed should not be acceded tcT, 
be was free to declare, that under the cir- 
cumstances, he saw no alternative left but 
to vote for the impeachment. The right 
lion, gen tinman concluded with repeating, 
that he felt the utmost pain from the irre- 
sistible iioccssity he was under, on this 
occasion, to biicrdke private feelings to the 
call of public duty. 

J\Jr. Alexander argued ilie question upon 
grounds principally legal. He contended 
that the mere using of money in the hands of 
a public accountant, was not considered by 
our constitution as an ofTence malum in sc; 
otherwise lord iMelville was only equally 
culjiable with the ancestor of IMr. Fox, 
and other prior paymasters. He argued 
that il wab not an ott'ence at common law; 
coiibcquently, it was to be considered as a 
breach mendy of a remedial statute, the 
object of which was, as the noble lord at 
the bar contended, principally to guard 
against lengthened accounts and combined 
responsibility, and the pretences of holding 
over public money founded upon such re- 
sponsibility. In that point of view the 
noble lord had, as speedily as possible, paid 
over the balance to his successor. Other 
gentlemen argued the object of the act w'as 
to guard against possible loss to the public 
by individuals speculating with public 
money. If they were right, he admitted 
the act had been infringed, but contended, 
ill a case between individuals, it would be 
a civil injury, to be redressed by a civil 
action only. He contended that statutei^ 


only prohibitory of what was not wroiig io 
itself, or contrary to the common laWf 
when not clothing themselves m the sane* 
tion of a penalty, as appeared from lha 
managers against lord Macclesfield's 'ad« 
mission, did not justity the commons in 
impeachment. If, however, lord Melville's 
case was taken out of this construction, by 
ins being a public oHicer, he contended at 
large, that dismissal from office, and the 
restitution sought through the attorney 
general, was the adequate punishment and 
proper mode of redress to the public. ^ 

Mr. Wilhcrforce rose, and suggested the 
propriety of an adjournment, Irom the 
state of the debate and the lateness of the 
hour (twelve o'clock) ; a loud cry of go 
on! go on!" followed, and the hon. gent, 
did not persevere. 

Mr. Pytrhes rose, and stated, that ac- 
cording to his opinion lord Melville would 
have done better had he intimated to some 
friend of his to tell the house that he ac- 
knowledged he had done wrong and was 
sorry for it; instead of coming forward 
himself to make a speech, in which he most 
pertinaciously asserted his innocence, and 
shewed not the least sign of any remorse 
of conscience. Had he manifested any 
thing like repentance, even though so late; 
had he even appealed to the feelings of the 
house, he might have met compassion* 
But from the whole of his demeanour^ 
combined with all the circumstauces of 
the case, he really thought him entirely 
undeserving of lenity, and should therefore 
vote for the impeachment. 

Mr. Somers Cox declared, that although 
he had no acquaintance whatever with the 
noble viscount, }et he felt as much for him 
as any man could for another when he saw 
him at the bar of the house that evening. 
But, ho w^e VC r deeply he might be impressed 
with the melancholy situation of lord Mel- 
ville, he had a paramount duty to dis. 
charge, which prevented him from being 
led away by his feelings. He could not 
I therefore agree that t|ie noble lord had 
been punished sufficiently, for though some 
honourable members entertained that opi- 
nion, what was the fact ? The noble lor<|, 
did not speak as a man who acknowledged 
the justice of the proceedings had against 
him; but, on the contrary, he said, that 
the day might come when his innocence 
would be established, and testihed by pos- 
terity. Good God! see what was the si- 
tuation of the country. Were not the peo- 
ple groaning under the severest ta;tes, 
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which they bore with patience anH resigna- 
tion? Should the house, at such a time, 
let the noble lord off, witliout coming to 
any resolution of confirming his guilt or 
establishing his innocence ? When the tenth 
report of the luival commissioners was 
fully examined, the facts which it stated 
must convince the mind of any man that 
the strongest suspicion ought to attach to 
lord Melville. In addition to this, when 
be looked at tlie proceedings of adminis- 
tration, who endeavoured (he lamented to 
say) to sustain the noble viscount; when 
he considered that tlie right hoii. gentle- 
man (Mr. Pitt) recommended to his ma- 
jesty to expunge the noble lord's nanie^ 
from the privy council book, what, he asked, I 
but the strongest suspicion of guilt could 
induce such a severe proceeding on the 
part of his right hon. friend and colleague ? 
The report of the select committee stated 
that the noble lord had 10,0001. of the 
public money in his hands, before the pay- 
mastersiiip of 'Frotter, and subsequently 
to that the use of 1 l,OOOl. more, beside 
the money of the floating account, for which 
no interest vpas paid. Under these cir- 
cumstances, how could he vote in any 
manner, but to ascertain those facts, and 
satisfy the public expectation? It must 
appear to the house that the matter was 
too momentous to be treated lightly. Me 
heard it argued since he came to town, 
that former paymasters used to convert the 
public money to their own private emolu- 
ment; but this was no justilication, for 
notbing could be clearer that the practice 
was wrong than the enactment <»f a statute 
to prohibit Its continuance. He also heard 
it said, that this was persecution and party 
matter; if he considered it in tliat point of 
view, he would be the last man in the 
world to support such a cause. When 
this conduct was imputed to opposition b) 
the other side of the house, llu>«y ought 
Surely to consider how far the charge was 
founded. It might be asked, was there no 
appearance of party-on the* ministerial side ? 
fie thought there was, and much more the 
appearance of U with them than with those 
termed the opposition. Under all the 
facts and circumstances of the case, he fell 
himself called on, in duly to himself and 
the country, to vote for the motion of im- 
peachment. 

Cartwright thought the object of 
justice, wheth(?r for the purpose of 
'?;^jAhiple or punishmonr, already attained 
f'witli respect to lord Mclvdle, and therefore 
d ^ I 


would oppose any further proceedings in 
this case. 

Lord Henry Petty ^ in reply to tlie oHser** 
vations made by the master of tlic rolls, 
said, that tiolh the noble lord wiio hud ap- 
peared wiAiin the bar, and the learned gen- 
tleman, had, in fact, impeached the resolu- 
tions of the house by the mauiuir in whicli 
they had atUunpted to reason on the con- 
struction of the act for the regulation of 
the navy olticc. It was to be remembered, 
that that act had been brought into the 
house by lord Melville hiiTisclf, and there 
could be no doubt on any man's mind as 
to the true intent and meaning of the act, 
when they looked back to the circumstan- 
ces under which it was introduced. It was 
after the resolutions moved by lord John 
Cavendish, after the nit Uiorable speech of 
Mr. Burke on the relonn of the abuses of 
ofJice, and after the various discussions 
that took place thereon, that this act was 
passed, and the distinct motive and end of 
it was, to prevent public oflicers from being 
private bankers, and to prevent the diver- 
sion of the public money to the purposes of 
private emolument. It was an act to re- 
medy a grievance that had prevailed, and 
which was universally felt at the time as a 
gross abuse. Tlie noble lord therefore, 
who yielded to the public sentiment in 
bringing in the bill, coiilfl not be ignorant 
of its true meaning, and it was idle to talk 
of its provisions not liaving been violated, 
because it did not specify how long money 
drawn for specilic. naval services might be 
suft’ered to remain in the Jiunds of tlie pay- 
master, in Its transit from the bank to the 
I pocket of the public ci editor. It was ob- 
I viously the spirit and letter of the act, that 
i.o money should be drawn but for specilic 
services, and that it should be applied 
directly to the ohjc’Ct. I’he simple ques- 
tion then vvab, whelher this law had not 
been violated ? Whether in various in- 
stances it had not been distinctly evaded — ^ 
such as ill the 40,0()0l. drawn for and given 
Messrs. Boyd ? And he asked how the 
learned gentleman could reason, that the 
law had not been broken when a fact so 
glaring etood uncontradicted ? In truth, 
not the least palliation liad been ottered by 
the noble lord ; nor did there appear in 
any part of tl^ case any thing to support 
the reasoning of the learned gentlenian« 
He was ready to confess that there might 
be circumstances attending the breach of 
a statute which might palliate and soften 
the departure, and to which the charge of 
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b, gross violation of iaw^ would not be ap. 
plicablo. A btalute niiglit be obsolete, or 
j)Oc«litir exigencies might arise to justify 
the departure from an act; but was thi^ 
the case hero? 'I'he ncible lord hud wilfully 
violated his own law, and in doing so he 
had been guilty of a high breach. of his 
public duty. The^.e were thQ resolutions 
of the lioii&e, and the truth <)f these reso- 
lutions could not be inipeachecl. Hut the 
leauiod gentleman a^ked^ wliy the house 
should go furihi-r, since no new circum- 
sUhccs liiid come out except the release ? 
Wlial, was tlm ^22 or ‘<J3,OOOl. advanced to 
lord Melville without interest no new cir* 
cijinslaiu'e ? Was not the 22 or 23,0001. 
lent luin, with interest, a new circumstance f 
and above all, was nut the extraordinary 
fact of tin; 10,0001. found in Ins Itanils in I 
17«S9, a now circumstance ? Was it notaj 
iii’w c ircumr'tance that Mr. 'IVotier had 
advanced money to lord Melville's family 
and servants, since it must be known to 
the noble lord, that all such advances 
Were made iioin the public money ? Cer- 
tainly most imjiortaiit matter had come 
out in the new eiujuiry, and above all he 
rocpici'tod the liouscj to pay attention to 
tlic discovery of the J0 »(j 001. which lord 
Melville owned to Mr. Trotter he had in 
liis hands. Mr. Trotter was taken up by 
lord Melville, no doubt, in a state of purity 
and innocence. He was unacquainted 
with the arts of oflice. He had a lair cha- 
racter, and it was to be presumed a clear 
conscience. In the duty that be owed to 
his patron, he would nutnrullv look to him 
f ii' instruction, but he would look also for 
exainjile. And what was the example he 
set him? He confessed to him, he held 
UO.OOOl. of the public money in his own 
bands, and which was to be managed so as 
ultimately not to fall on Mr. 'IVotter. 
What a declaration with whicti to cooi- 
mence this connection ! It is the preroga- 
tive of persons of high rank and station, to 
spread the indpeiico of their example all 
around them. IVhen such a bund as that; 
of lord Melville was put into the public 
purse, a thousand hands u'ould imitate the 
example. When ]Mr. Trotter saw that 
hLs principal was so little scrupulous aa to 
take 10,0001. out of the money iutrusteii 
to his care for his personal use, ite miistbc 
from that instant initiated in the abu^ of 
bis trust. Ihe xmble lord had that day 
pretended tluit 20,0001. which be had itlso 
taken from the uaval fund, be had employ-^ 
ed in secret services for the manag^ent; 
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of Scotland ; and he had, with a high 
declared that he never did, and he nevdr 
would cammunicste the application of this' 
sum. Ai liie time that the noble lord had 
presumed to do this, he was not itrthe-si* 
tuatiop of a contidential servant of his 
jesty. What were they to say then of ihi|^ 
munagement, which was not even to hi 
coinmimicaied to bis principals ? He viov 
lates the law; he*divefts from the tiavai 
s»t:rvice 20,0001. which lie must have ob* 
laiiied by a false pretence, and he loftily 
says, he will not disclose what he did vvitli ^ 
it; because it went fair the mijkuageinent of 
Scotland. Nof even to the nght hoti>.‘ 
genlleiiiun, the coididGiUial minister of tliff' 
crown, to wliom it was his duty to mak^ 
known the transaction, did he commit' 
nicate the use; for the right hon. gen«« 
tleman owned that he was ignorant of" 
it. Like the man of Ross, he seems “ to 
give by stealth;*' but perhaps- ho iiovr 
blushes ‘‘ to lind it fame/’ Jt was not, 
however, pixscisely the sort of fame which ^ 
a statesman ought to covet — to give away 
tho public money to unaccounted pur- - 
poses* It did not appear that any hint of 
this sum was ever given to any one, nor ' 
did it appear that the 10,0001. was ever 
repaid. Indeed all that regards this 10,000)* 
was most suspicious. Uis words to Mr. 
Trotter, on the occasion of his telling him 
of his having tlie money, are most singular. 
Me ex precises to him bis apprehension that 
he, Trotter, may ultimately sutl'cr ; and ' 
thus he put Mr. Trotter on his guard, and 
gave a sort of hint that he must take care 
of himsolf. Here perhaps wa.s the source 
of all the tiftffic, and speculation, and job- 
bing that followed, and particularly of that * 
nio-st notable novel discovery iu bvx)ka 
keeping, known by the name of a mixed * 
accoiiut ! Hut it was s tui, that an impeach-* ' 
meiit before the lords was improper in this 
instance, because several of them had made ’ 
deciarfiitous on the guilt of the noble lord, 
and at public meetings had prejudged his 
case. This was very idle. What great 
prosecution was there ever carried on, 
upon the merits of which, before trial, 
persons liable to be impannelled as a jury. . 
M^re not in the h'4bit of conversing^ and of 
giving their opinion ? No great ca^e could . 
occur, but It would be the topic of disensa* 
siori; and it was no argument against a 
fair trial, tliat it was freely canva&aed be* 
forehand. But a learned gentleman (Mr. 
Bond) had thrown oat mr Uuimation as if ^ 
there was something in the mode of im« 
Y 
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I^achcnent Mrhich made tbe house of lords 
an unfit in.strumeut for a trial, and he re* 
*ferred to the dilatory, protracted trial of 
.Warren Hastings. Lord Henry contended 
4hat this was aii argument against tlie con- 
atitution of the country. The argument of 
protraction in one case did not apply to 
another. There never was a case more 
suitable to impeachment than the present: 

minister of the crown, a public ac- 
countant, a peer had violated an act of 
parliament oi' his own making, had coin- 
hiitted a high breach of duty in using the 
public money for his own emolument, or 
at least there was strong presumption that 
he bad done so. Then by whom could he 
be properly tried but by the lK>use of peers ? 
By whom could he be properly pursued 
but by the house of commons, the guar- 
dians of the public purse, which he had 
dared to violate ? But it was said by an 
lion, gentleman (Mr. Hawkins Brown) that 
there were other reasons against further 
probccution, and he mentioned one, the 
menace of invasion 1 What, said lord j 
Henry, would the hon. gentleman insinuate, 
that such is our dread of the enemy that 
we must not even dare to proceed in the 
administration of our own laws for the pre* 
■servatiun of public morals! What would 
be say, on reading a paragraph in the ]Mo- 
nlteur, that such was our dread of iiivabioii 
as to desist from pursuing a state delin- 
quent I Lord Henry put this in a strong 
point of view, and concluded with an ani- 
mated appeal to the house not to disap- 
ffoint the expectations of the people, wdiich 
their steady and vigorous conduct iii the 
outset of this atVair bad so happily raised. 

Mr. Wtllfvrjtirce rose, and suggested tln^ 
propriety ol adjourning the debate. He ob- 
served, that there were a great many geii- 
tienien anxious to deliver their sentiments 
un a subject of such material importance ^ 
and the lateness of the hour (halt past two 
ot’ciock), he thought, would be a sufificient 
induceinciit to adjourn; especially when it 
was recollected,^ that by, lengthening the 
present discussion a few hours, no good 
wtnild be obtained, as every gencleiitan 
could out be able in that time to deliver 
his seiiUmentb. 

; *The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose, and 
.urgt*<l the same rea^ns as Mr. Wilberforce, 
for .flii .adjouromciit, to which eflcct he 
j^oiiclu^d with making a motion, which 
WQS unanimp^usly agreed to;, upon wdiich 
vihe house acjljourned at three o'clock on 
moruing. 


nOUSK: OF LORDS. 

Wednesday^ June 12 . 

[Teush’s Divorce Bill.] Previous to 
the order of the day for going into a com- 
mittee upon the case of Mr. justice Fox, 
their lordships resumed the coubideratioii 
of the bill lo divorce Mr.Teush from his 
now wife, hikI counsel and evidence were 
further heard. This principally respected 
the present situation and cirrumstaiices of 
Mr. Teush, with a view to his ability to pay 
the alimony of COOL per aim. awarded 
Mrs., Teush by the ec'clesiaslical court ; 
and evidence was adduced respecting the 
proceedings adopted at Doctors' Commons, 
respecting a due payment of the same. — It 
being proposed to adjoiini the farther cou- 
bideratiun of the case till Monday, 

The Earl of Carnarvon made a h;w re- 
marks on the occasion, and suggcbtcd IIkj 
propriety of summoning tlicii lordsliips 
upon the. farther conbidcration of the bill. 

The liOrd Chancellor said, it was not ne- 
cessary to make a distinct order to that ef- 
fect, as it was the usual custom to sum- 
mon the lords on occasion of divoue bills, 
lie, however, should prefer that that prac- 
tice was discontinued, inasmuch as it was 
not properly attended to. The general 
subject to which divorce bills referred, 
was one of the greatest importance to the 
religion and morals of tl>e country ; and yet 
interesting questions arising thereon were 
often left to be discussed by not more than 
three peers. He agreed with the noble 
earl who had just spoken, that all those 
bhoidd attend on the dibcussion of the pre- 
sent bill, whose aUendance was useful. 
The prcbcnt bill was one td' great and ju - 
culiar importance, and he was afraid it 
••’ould become his painful duty to resist the 
bccoiui reading of the bill. After some 
further observations from the*nf»ble and 
learned lord, and a short explanation from 
the carl of Carnarvon, who seemed to ex- 
press himself in favour of the measure, 
the further consideration of the bill was 
postponed till Monday. 

[Conduct of Judoe Fox.] The order of 
tlie di^y being read for their lordships go- 
ing into a committee for the lurther consi- 
derittion of the matters alledgecl in charge 
against >lr/Ju8tice Fox, 
The.MarqMi 9 pfvBtu;A?;/g^am, in reference 
to the pending case of that judicial cha-, 
racter,- begged leave to call their lordships’ 
attention to the circumstance of un act gf 
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the Iribh parliament, made in the second 
\-t*ar ol the reign of Geo. f. The benefit 
of the laws of that part of the united kmg- 
dofii, though, in S(Mue ii.stanres, Separate 
.uifl di'.linet from those of raiglancl, was 
lolly secured to tbo jKMjple of Ireland, by 
the act of union, lie culled ed, on for- 
mer discussions, from the noble lord on 
the wooKaek, und from other high law au- 
th()nti(“ in that house, Shut in u case of the 
latuliar iinjiort.iiice ot that adverted to, 
the proccediniis of that house should, as tar as 
<oiild })i()perly be had, be analagous to the 
fouise<»l jirf/Ci eding, and t^ie practice ot 
th«* couit'i below. On that general ground, 
ht iun<ei\ed it would be proper to imder 
tlieii It levanlprticeediugsunalogousto those 
which obtained, under an lush act of par- 
liauient, in an Irish court of justice. He 
1' id cnlei tamed iio])es that t^ e learned 
counsel would have saved him the trouble 
ot making these observations; that not, 
being the c.ise, he thought it might be e\- 
pcdioiit, that (if what he stated was vvor- 
Uiy ol* attention) the attention ot ibeir 
lonMiips, and the learned counsel, should 
be railed to it iii this way; they would ro- 
collec t, that the principal part of the charge 
under (onsider.ition consisted of allega- 
Uons ot words spoken by Mr. justice Fox. 
'I'lie act to w'liuh lie* re I erred, look its rise 
trom a jiaiticular occasion, connetlod with 
the couduci ol .i person then executing the 
oliice (it the highest tru^t an<l respectability 
in 1 1 eland. It piovided, that nO person, 
utter llic '2 nil ot June, 17*)0) should be 
piot-t( ut^ cl lor woid^ spoken, unless intor- 
iiiation was given upon oath thereof, within 
u given time, ice. He was aware this 
oould bo no rule as to their lord&hips' par- 
liunioiuaiy proceedings ; but ho submitted 
the consideration, how far, in a case oi 
Sjuch peculiar iialuro as the present, occur- 
ring 111 thatpait of the united kingdom, 
und where u c)uestion for an address for re- 
iiioviil was pending, and considering what 
undoubtedly would be the practice of’ an 
Irish court of law under the statute, the 
rprration of that act was worthy of atten- 
tion with respect to the case of the learned 
jmlgc. His object, in addressing their 
lordships on the subject, was, that the 
learned counsel might have an opportuuity 
of considcriiig the operation of the statute 
alluded to, and their lordships of giviuf. 
tliat dctrco of attention to it, that they 
should mink proper. 

, Tlie Lord Chancellor observed, that an 
f^pimon naturally could nQ( be expected 
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from him, whether the learned counsaij; 
were aware of the statute alluded to by the 
noble marquis. With respect to the provi** * ’ 
sions of the act, he thought they could! 
only apply to those proceedings mentioned • 
111 the eniLctnii<; clause* With respect to ^ 
the conduct of the learned counsel, in re* 
ference thereto, he observed, that if they, 
should think proper to ground any question* 
arising out of the statute, it would, no 
doubt, be duly attended, and fairly consi- 
dered by the house. 

I’he Marquis ol Ritehi/igham explained 
that by the declaration of the noble lord 
on the Woolsack, his purpose in addressing 
their lordships was tully answered, from 
the iiioincnt it was understood that if they 
tliought the provisions of the act alluded 
to worthy of their attention, they should 
be entitled to argue upon them. 

Mr. justice Fox then made his appear# 
auco ; the counsel on both sides having 
previously been at the bar, and the wit- 
nesses m attendance, the (earned judge 
took his seat on the left, within the newly- 
erected inclosure below the bar, and the 
•c'xanunation of evidence began.— The drat 
Witness brought forward was Mr. Deering, 
a gentleman of the Irish bar, who had been 
presait ut the greater part, if not the whole 
of the Inal ot Fletcl)er, Sharp, and Keeys, 
for murder, ut tlie autumn assizes in 1803, 
tor the county of Fermanagh. It was with 
respect to the conduct of Mr. justice Fox, * 
principally relative to tlie jury on that trial, 
that the article of charge, at present un- 
der consideration, was founded. The ac- 
count given by the witness dilTered very 
hltlo, as to the material substance, from 
that given by one of the former witnesses. 

As the present witness was proceeding in 
his statement of what bad been said by Mr. 
justice Fox on the occasion; Mr. Adam, 
leading counsel for Mr. justice Fox, uiler- 
puscd,iind observed, the witness had gone, 
aud was going into a detailed account 
from his lecollcctioii of what Mr. justice 
lo.x said to the petty jury, and to the grand 
jury, and on diderent days; this, wlien it 
was considered, that the words alledgcd 
to be spoken may be of a criminating na- 
ture, involved some degree of embai rass- 
ment. Some of their lordships wcmilc- 
quainted with an act of the late Insh legis- 
lature, coataiiiuig certain provisions, which, 
cis going to affiect an examination, such as 
that before them, might be mutter of se- 
rious consideration. Upon this ground, he 
felt a degree of cmbarmssmenc, and he 
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wished to eiihmit to tlie consirleration of 
their lordships, whether, in the Bituatimi 
in which he stood, the act of the Iririli par- 
liatiient alluded to, being new to him, lit, 
could be duly prepared to observe upon the 
question arising out of it, in the way m 
whk-h it ought to influence the minds of 
their lordships ; a case, where the words 
filledged, of a criminatory nature, were 
spoken a considerable time back. — Alter a 
few words from Mr. Roniilly, 

The Lord Chancellor directed that the 
fithtute book, containin^r the Irish act al- 
luded Uifl should hr liandcd to llie counsel 
for the leained judge.— After running over 
the act, Mr. Adam cuutiiuied. lie wished 
that his omharrassnient was removed by a 
j>eru«il of the act. In the preamble it was 
fret fort^', that, whereas there was no tiuH. 
limited bv la.v for the prosecution of per- 
6ons for words spoken, &c. great inco!i- 
^’€niencles had taken place, whioli would 
not have ariseij, if sucli cyses were tried 
jn a short time after. So far the case in 
question was afi'ected ; were it by iinpeacii- 
nireijt, it would precisely represent the 
grievance he iml to couiplam of. This 
was the more to be regretted, as he was 
able to prove by euidence., tliat,in the long 
lapse of time, the luanicd and veneftoble 
judge, fe>r whom Ire htwl the honour vo a|>' 
■pear as counsel, had been tleprived by death 
of a most ini|)ortant party. In one point 
of view, tlifi act met the case as fully as if 
|t were expressly named. V/ith respect to 
the eiTdctnig pan, as he could arri'er iVom ilie 
hasty peru‘-al, the present proceeding con- 
Mdered its penal cflect suflicicntly in point. 
What he submitted was. that an uppfTTtu- 
nity should beallovvid him cd consultiug 
Kviih those, who, from tlicir circattoslantcs, 
situation, and practice, had better meims 
of i>cing irilortncd upon the subject than 
hiniselli cspw^^aily, with regani to the pro- 
ceedings whu h obtained, and the construe- 
-tions put upon the- law in the course ol 
practice in Ireland. Mr. Nolan shortly 
foRowed on the jsfame side. Mr. Komil'y 
did iir.t deem it irticessary to oflfer any de- 
.tai)e>'i I brervaiions to their lordships upon 
|ho imbject. Mr. A dam, in further oljserv* 
in^ upon the point, conietidrdf tliaC in a 
cubi wi^ere words spoken farmed the pnn- 
cipral part of matter iu chaise, it was 
Ins duly to bring it under consideration. 
However, .in Uw present instance, he did 
Mt mean to interrupt the exoimiimtiou.— 
Mr. Dcoring tWi continued bis evkieuce 
^or some time longer, after which, he un- 


der wont a cross-P3iamintttion by Mr. Adam ; 
eome particular points in which being ob^ 
jeeted to by Mr. llciimlly, a short argiH 
ment look place bet wr en the learned coun- 
sel, the result of wlucli was, an agrccnuMit 
between them, that any further cross-exnmi- 
nation should he postponed to a future day. 
— rhe next witness culled vvab the solicitor 
for the crown on the north-western circuit. 
Ills name was Mr.Ghilbrailh. He PtaU‘d,he 
had been in court during the whole of the 
trial adverted to. He had token notes of 
the evidence given upon the trial. It was 
a general rule with him, to take a note of 
the evidence upon every case lie was c»ni-* 
cerned in, where it eoTiveniently could he 
done. Of the case in question, hf* thought, 
were he perm rl ted to recur lo his notes, 
lie could give a good report of what passed 
upon the ti'ial; be was conluicnt that no 
man could give a belter aicountof every 
tiling muternil that occuned. ll»‘ d»d not 
! .profess to have made his not<;s so mono- 
sylJably, as to take down every iota that 
was said. — It frfomed to be die si-use of 
their lotdsliips, that the witm ^s should 
be permitted to read his notes as* evidence. 
The witness, in tlie outset, answered onC' 
or two questions wJmh uerc ])Ut to him, 
without rccu in ug lo his notis; on which 
Mr. Nolan took th(' o])poi tuiiity to remark 
upon llie novelty of a wiinrss ilelivrrmg 
lePUiiionv, |.farily written, and parily pande. 
The wUiiChs llien prcceedcd. and delivered 
his chief exanunation, which repeated the 
evidence given upon the trial, and wat. of 
confridoraoie h ngih, from his ra.li ; iiid 
concluded, by observing geiierahv, Urat 
there was no inalerial cvideuee given 
upon the Inal, but what was .sot down in 
his nous.— It was tlicu orderwl, that the 
cbamiian should leave the chair; and the 
imuse having resumed, the committee was, 
on the motion of the lord chancidlor, or- 
dered to sit again on Friday.— Adjourned^ 

^ MOUSE OF COMMONS. 

fVidtienduvy June 12. 

[Minutes.] — Admiral Berkeley brought 
io a hWl to contuie.e lu force, for a limited 
t»nie, tlie ^J’^>oilen Manufacturers^ Snspen- 
sioa. ftcty passed ia^t session, which was 
ordered to ba read a second .time to-mor- 
row, and to ixJ printed.— Mr. Giles ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to extend 
the provisions of the act m Ibfce in this 
country, to prevent the forgery of bank 
notes and UUs of exchange, to every |)«^ 





of thekingdot]i.-^.Lord A« I kimil ton brought 
iu a bill for explaiulng and amendiug ihe. 
act ibr regulating the exportation and ini'* 
portation of corn, which was ordered to be 
read a second time on Monda}^ Jliext, and 
to be printed .‘-'-A message from the lords 
infonnt d the house* that they had agreed 
to the Post Horse Farming Duty bill, the 
Puvrauster-Gt’iierurs bill, atid the Auditors 
of Putdic Accouuls bill.— Col. Craufunl 
moved, that there be laid before the lions* 
an account of the nuinber of soldiers who 
returned Ironi the Fast Indies to Piurope, 
in r</nsuc|uei!<e of the expiration of their 
seivice, from the vrnrs 1788 to 17j)4 inclu^^ 
si\e; and tlie inm jer.of recruits raised. 
Ofdi'red. 

[l.MPLACll M£N r OF LoRD MeLVILLE.] 
The oi (U r Ml the day for resuming the ad- 
journed debate on the motion for the im* 
|>eu( hiiHMit <)t lord viscount ^Melville, being 
moved, and the original question and a- 
menduu lu Imv lug been put Ironi the chair, 

Ml. lAyccsnr rosK He said he should 
take that oj)|Jortunitv of ofterlng a few words 
to lilt* lioiiso in explanation, of the grounds 
on which lie IHt that he should discharge 
his ilnty conscientiously, both to lord Mel- 
ville and the public, in giving a negative 
to tin; mot ion. But before he should cotno 
to state these grounds, he begged to say a 
few words on a subject that was, only col- 
lateral to the qucbtiou in debate, namely, 
w”lmt the lion. gent, who had brought for*, 
ward the niotiori, iiud said wdtb respect to 
l\lr. Wilson. That hon. ,gent. had (itirly 
and c;in iidJy admitted that he undei"stood 
jMr, Wilsun ^to be a very mevitorious 
officer, and when he hud appeared as a 
witness before die committee, to have be- 
haved himself in a very proper and be- 
coming niftniier. In this statement ho con- 
curred, as be was sure every iwetaber of 
the conimitte would. But then the hon. 
gent, had staled that the right hon. gciit. 
Inflow him (Mr. Canning) ought to have 
dismissed Mr* Wilson fi'om his office, und 

this be differed from tliat hot), gent. The 
hon. member here offered some observa* 
tions to shew that Mr, Wilson had not 
pcttxi criminally, and ought not to have 
been dismis'sed from bis sttuauoo. Having 
stated so ixiucli as to tiie coilatei^ point, 
he came next to the main questiuuv. ^ tf the 
present were an original proceeding 
lordMelville, beahoitld not give his negative 
to the motion of the hon. gent, because the 
facts before the house were not sati^ihctofily 
Recounted for, and ha thought fnqoiry was 


i^cessary. But from his profetsioh^bhtt ^ 
he \vas not disposed to think a men 
till lie should be provedv to l>e 
having had a full opportunity of justifying ^ 
liimseif against the charges against him out ' 
a fair tritd. Whatever would have bemr' 
his opinion, with respect to the presehl^ 
motion, if it had been an original 
ceeding, the question had now takeft w , 
dilTcront turn. The question now wat» 
whether an impeachment according to tte 
motion, or a cnmiiial prosectitioBr accord^ . 
Uig to the amendment of his hoiu an4 
learned friend (Mr. Bond), should ‘W 
adopted i And here it was to be coiisideraj 
what proceedings had already taken piaces 
On the 8th of April, resolutions of ceiisme 
had been passed on the conduct of tbto 
noble, lord. On that occasion he Imd been 
discharging bis duty in a different placq^* ^ 
and had not heard what had been urged to 
induce tlio house to adopt these resolaa 
tions. He had no doubt that something: 
conclusive must have been brought forward 
on the occasion ; but for his part, he could 
not find any thing that would jiistily tto 
proceedings that had been taken. Lord 
Melville had been charged with withdraw^ 
ing the ptiblio money from the bank, 
the piir}>ose$ ol private emolument; bat 
lord Melville had stated the very revmo 
to be toe case ; He had stated, that it h&d’ 
been drawn only for the expediency of iho 
public service. From all that had pass^d^ 
he had not observed tmy thing tenditiR tO 
criniimite lord Melville on that head. Tho 
noble lorcf had afterwards been struck oot 
of tlie list of privy counsellors ; and On the 
29 th of April on order was made, directing 
the attorney general to commence a civS 
suit against his lordship. Two questions 
had arihen on liiat occasion; ffrst, wbeihet 
a civil suit should be commertced against 
him ; and next, whether a criminal prose* 
cution should be instituted; and though 
many different opinions prevailed on thd 
subject, which were ffuctuating and chang* 
ing, yet at length the civil suit for the re« 
covory of tlie money was preferred. It 
would be inconsistent for the house to 
order a criminal prosecution af^er'haviitg 
adopted the otlmr mode of proceeding; 
and herein it was painful to him to 
from, his right bon. and learned friend 
(Mr. Bond), Ibn wlmse opinion he pnter* 
tained tlie highest leapect, and for.wbose 
I>eit50O he fslt tlie most sincere and zeafoua 
frieudsliip. The circumstances which led 
to a suspicion of participation 00 thepar^, 
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lord iVlelvillc, had been before the hou5e, 
in that part of the evidence of Mr. Trotter, 
Where he says that he had bccj soincUrnes 
iu advance 10 or '20 thousand puumis to 
lord Melville. As the civil suit been 
ordered, the select committee, with the 
justructious they had received, hswi consi> 
dered thcm::clves as precluded from en- 
cj^uiring into any matter^ that were the ob- 
jects of that suit; and if any of the wit- 
Jtesses that had been examined before them, 
Lad set out with stating that they were 
nbout to give evidence touching sums ad- 
vanced for the private use of lord Melville, 
Le had no doubt that they would luivc been 
stopped ill the outset. That having been 
tlic case, he contended that it would be 
highly inconsistent for the house to stop 
the civil suit, and institute a criminal pro- 
secution now. lie did not mean to say 
that a case might not be made out, in 
'which it would be right to adopt such a 
course; but he insisted that such a case 
sliould be first made out. His right hon. 
end learned friend had stated that new 
matt'T had been ]jroduced to the Imuse, 
and he .was ready to admit that if such 
matter, as had not been in the contempla- 
lioii of the house before, had been brought 
to light, and of sufficient magnitude to 
justily the alteration of their proceedings, 
the inconsistency might be properly in- 
curred. 'Ihis question turned upon the 
cases respecting two or three sums. As to 
the 20,0001. that had been lent to lord 
^leiville by Mr. Trotter, there w'as ho 
evidence to prove that his lordship knew 
the fund from which it had been procured. 
Neither could he discover any trace of 
evidence to prove, as stated by liis learned 
friend, that lord Melville had participated 
in the interest arising from navy, e.\che> 
quei bills, or other stock purchased ; and 
he saw no reason fur supposing that such 
participation existed. He admitted that 
the I0,000l.whichhad been in the possession 
of lord Melville previous to I7^h, and the 
Otlier sumof 10 or 1,2 thousand pounds, being 
half of the 23,0001. advanced out of the 
public money, had been primd facie unex- 
plained. But, for sake of argument, he 
should suppose, what would he most dis- 
adv'antageous to lord Melville, that both 
had been , applied to his private use, and 
then it wopld only follow, that they had 
been ff|^dvanced to bhn from time to time 
as fl^^mporaiy acepnimodation. Jt had 
bcllllmrgued by tiie noble lord opposite 
Petty) that these sums had never 


been repaid. If that had been proved, 
should admit that it would be a sudkricii.t 
reason for the. Imusc to depart- from its 
adopted proceedings, in order to institiiU! 
a criminal proseculioii. But he wisbtd 
that iiolile lord to hear in mind that the 
charge was not suppoi ted by the evidence ; 
and that tlie hoii. gent, even, who had 
brou^iit forward the motion, bad not as- 
serted that these ^llnls iiad not been re- 
paid. It was stated in the report that 
these sums were repaid, but without' in- 
terest, lie could have wished that the no- 
blc lord bad examined the evidence before 
be contradicted tlialfact. The hoii. mem- 
ber Irere called the attention of tlie hon.*;#' 
to the answers of Mr. Trotter, to two 
que?stions on this subject, where he stated 
that these sums ini’st have bf^on to 
liim, and to him us paynia.^ter, and to hi? 
answer, that not only these sums, but all 
<‘ther advances to lord Melville, since the 
year 1786’, had since been repaid. He 
asked, therefore, whether in fairness or 
candour any mind could suppose that these 
sums bad not been repaid ^ If it could be 
proved that they bad not been repaid, that 
would make out a stronger case, than any 
that had yet been made, because it would 
prove an embezzlement of the public 
money. There was no proof that the pub- 
lic had lost a single shilling. On the 
whole, therefore, it appeared only, that in 
the course of 14- or 1 6 years, lord Melville 
had been accommodated with sums to the 
amount of between 20 and 30,0001, As 
to the bond of release, he thought there 
was nothing extraordinary in the clauso. 
Though such a clause was not usual in the 
precedents of bonds or release, he should 
not have thought it extraordinary if such a 
clause were piescnted to himself in a re- 
k ^se, and he should not hesitate to sign 
it. it appeared by the evidence of ono 
of the gentlemen that had been examin- 
ed, that covenants to give up vouchers 
were frequent; and the introduction of 
this clause, for burning of vouchers had 
arisen from the parties having been at 
the. distance* of 400 miles from each o- 
ther when the release had been executed, 
and the inconvenience of transmitting the 
vouchers mutually such a distance. If this 
clause had come to their knowledge witlw 
out ghy previous acquaintance with the 
circumstance of the destruction of vouch- 
ers, it would never have given rise to any 
unfavourable suspicions. All this, there- 
fore, hud been )enown previous to the ^ivil 
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suit ; and it would therefore be inconsis. 
tent 'to alter the course of proceeding, 
Jle would ask whether two processes 
could be instituted without subjecting the 
party to a double pnuishinent ? If they 
could not institute the criminal prosecution 
without interfering with the civil process, 
they ought not to proset;ute at all. The 
noble lord bad been already punished by 
the successive measures that had been 
taken with respect to him. Tl»e hon. gent, 
who had brought forward the motion had 
stated, that the noble lord’s resignation had 
been voluntary, and not in consequence of 
the resolutions of the house. But could 
an}’ one seriously assort* that he had iiut 
suffered in conseciueuce of the resolu- 
tions of the house? lie was himself of 
opinion, that the noble lord ought not to 
be further punished, because he had al- 
ready suffered punishment to the utmost 
extent to which an impeachment would 
subject hinu The hon. gent. (Mr. Whit- 
bread) had said, that he did nut wish to 
curry the punishment a hair’s breadth be- 
yond what the ends of justice required. But 
wliat was the end ofjusti<u:? Not to crush 
the 'individual but to make an example 
that might deter others from the coitunis- 
sioii of such crimes. Could any body sup- 
pose that lord Melville had not been made 
an example of? ’i’hey had only to consider 
what he was twelve months since, and to 
compare that with his present degraded and 
fallen state, lie confessed that he thought 
the ends of justice were satisfied, that lord 
Melville hud been sufficiently punished, 
and that enough had been done for exam- 
ple, and he should therefore vote against the 
motion. 

Mr. Wilbetforcc admitted that the hon. 
gent, wlu) had preceded him, had acted 
conformaldy to his usual character and 
coniluct, and had discussed the question 
throughout the whole of his, speech with 
that candour and moderation which be- 
came a ineml)^ of the legislature. It was 
painful to him, after all tiiat he had heard, 
to be compelled still to diwent from the 
conclusiousi which the bon. gent, had 
drawn, and particularly because he /fU 
the difficulty and embarrassment in which 
the house was placed. But whatever 
anight be his feelings on the occasion, or 
bis sense of these embarrassuiepttii,V ey, 
should all give way to the dictates of duty, 
and for the cuds of bubsiantial justice, 
lie had come down to tl)e house the pre- 
ceding day with his mind dischai^ed from 
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the influence qf what had passed, with H : 
view to attend to what the noble lord 1^;* . 
to urge ill bis defence, and in the expeci** 
tation that any thing .that was ddumful . *>• 
might be explained, and any thing that ; 
W 2 ^ wanted might be supplied. He had 
come to the house entertaining doubts 
concerning the motion which was to be. 
submitted to it. But. whatever might 
have been the impression on his mind in' 
that instance, the speech of the noble lord 
had convinced him, that some further 
criminal prosecution was necessary before 
the ends of justice would be satisfied. The* 
principles too which the noble lord luut 
laid down, and particularly one of them,' 
were such as to call for severe reprobatii^B. 

It might lie said that they had now arrived: 
at a new era in the course of the proceed- 
ings on this business. They bad been hi 
such a state with respect to several parti- 
culars, that they could not look for infor- 
mation to any otHer than his lordships 
and though, when permitted to attend in 
that house, be had been laid under re- 
strictions in another place, it was to have 
been expected, that notwitlistanding these 
restrictions, he would not have omitted to' 
have entered into a defence of his conduct, 
fairly and temperately. But so far had 
the spcecli of the noble lord been from 
a justification of his conduct, or from 
proving the steps hai'sh which the house 
had taken, that it strengthened the charges 
already affecting him. He should not go 
over the whole of the arguments of tha * 
noble lord, because they had been inu- 
iiitely lietLer refuted by the hon, gent, op- 
posite (Mr. Whitbread), and because he 
should Only injure that hon. gent.'s argu- 
ments, if he were to attempt to repeat 
them. But there were one or two topics 
on which, he felt it indispensably necessary 
for him to touch. The noble lord in bis 
speecli had aclviiovvledged no crimiiutlity ; 
he had attempted to justify his conduct^ 
and Slated that the law of the land had not 
been violated. In support of this asser-^ 
tion he had argued from thd statute, ah<I 
from the gonducc of subs^uent treasurers 
of the navy, and in particular of lord 
llarrowby • As. to the - argument founded 
on the provisions of the statute, the noble, 
lord insisted (bat the statute only required 
that the money should not be drawn from 
the bank but for naval services, which re- 
gulation of the statute had hot been vio- 
lated. But was it to be supposed, that ibe 
legislature could in such a statute jegulata 
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tbe manner ill which every minute sum 
was to be drawn^ or that having directed 
that the money was not to be drawn but for 
aaval services, it was not inttinded that 
the money, when djaw'ii, was not to be 
applied to any but naval sei'vices ? Could 
it be endured, that the money should be 
atated to have been drawn for naval ser- 
‘vices, and tlie application of it to any other 
purpose than naval services should be at- 
^ tempted to be justified by any such mise- 
rable quibble ? It had also been said by 
the noble lord, that lord Ilarrowby had 
doubted of the propriety of the practice,'^ 
and that it was continued two years after 
he had been in office. When that noble 
lord had found that the practice was illegal 
he reformed it. Every body who knew 
lord Hnrrowby, knew that his health had 
been such as not to allow him to attend, 
when a])pointed, to the duties of his ofi(k;e ; 
i^id every body who knew that n<Tble lord, 
knew also, that when ifi'terwards his state 
of health permitted him to discharge these 
duties fully, he liad conducted the business 
of his department in strict conformity with 
the law, and with a rigid adherence to the 
letter and spirit of the statute. It w'as 
unnecessary to argue that the act of par- 
liament was clear and imperative on this 
head. The manner in which it had ori- 
ginated, the discussions that had preceded 
it, and the circumstances that had attended 
its enactment, all threw a light on its 
meaning. Tlie great and main object of 
the statute was, to prevent balances from 
accumulating in tiie hands of sub-acconip- 
tants, and to make the bank the only | 
banker to the public for the navy money | 
He renieinberod an attempt that had been 
made to justify the practice of making 
private profit by the use of such money on. 
a former occasion, by a reference to the 
practice of former treasurers. But on this 
sul^ect two things were Xo be considered ; 
iirst, that the case had been altered when 
the law proscribed the practice ; and next, 
that the continuance of tlie practice we? 
aggravated by the* circumstances with re- 
spect to the noble lord under Which the law 
had passed. For what purpose was an 
miditiunai salary of SQOOl. given to the 
noble Ihflh. if as a compensation for 
bis bet'u deprived tlie emolu- 

ments msin^' from the use of the public 
money>f It is admitted that the treasurer 
waOV^ to make pioht by the public money ; 
ot^pl tlie distiiictian tp be tolerated that 
wl^tbp law does not allow to tlie treasurer 


of the navjs shall be permitted to the pny« 
master ? What is there in the law tliat 
does not apply to either as well as in the 
other? lie was sure that the provisions 
of tho law were equally clear as to both. 
'What the noble* lord could' have meant by 
stating he did not know of Mr. 'I’rotter's 
having derived any profit from the use of 
the public money, but by his shart? of the 
interest it bore when lodged in Messrs. 
Coutts's, he could net ptrrceive. The 
noble lord seemed throughout a grcat^mrl 
,of his speech to argue, that xMr. Trotter had 
not derived any private profit in drawing the 
money from the bank, though here he ad- 
mitted it [a cry of no! iio!j. He had 
made a note ‘on the circuinstra'.re at t!»o 
time, but if he misunderbtood the noble 
lord, he was glad to be ret right. It ap- 
peared to him, houover, a narrow and 
weak distinction that had been put be- 
tween the purposes for which the money 
had been drawn, and the uses to which it 
had been applied. The noble lord had 
said, that if he had been asked a question 
directly, as to that point, he could not 
have had any hesitation in answering it. 

I The conclusion, therefore, was, that Mr. 
j Frottev had been permitted to draw money 
from the bank, for the purpose of applying 
it to purposes of private emolument. He 
was sorry to be obliged to slate it, but this 
was not satisfactory to him, nor could it 
be so to any one who looked for subslanliul 
infurinalion. He could recollect but one 
part in which the noble loixi appeared to 
him to be salibfiictory, and that was his 
reason for keeping ids place of treasurer 
of the navy in consequence of its having 
bwu connected with the superintendance 
of Indian affairs, which that noble lord 
hadrpreift#ed over and regulated whilst at 
^he.hcad of tlie board of control; in a man- 
ner most honourable to himself and bene- 
ficktl to the country and the company: and 
here he begged leave to bear testimony, in 
justice to that noble lord,* to the purity 
and integnty with which be bad adminis- 
tered the affairs of the India 'company 
during the whole time he presided over 
I them, particularly 4n his appointments to 
high and important offices in that service# 

I He had an opportunity ot being acquainted 
wkh many such appointments, where the 
iioble lord 'knew nothing of the person he 
.Appointed^ but from his integrity and abi<« 
hty. He had heard one per'son (lord 
‘Teignmouth), who had been governor-*' 
Egeaerid of India by his lordship's appoint- 
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mcnt, say, that during the whole time of 
his being in that iiiipori ant station ho hitd 
Sicker been applied to by his lordship for 
any one thing as a matter of lavour, which 
could have bi-en in the smallest degree 
disagreeable to Ins feelings.— With regard 
to the burning of the papers and the clause 
in the release for that pvirpiose, he observed 
that many thought that a doubHul trans- 
action. i’or his own part, if, iv; it had 
been put by the leurneLl g(nit. (Mr. Li'v- 
cesu*r), that stood by ilseif, and they had 
not known of any destruction ot papers, 
he thought that it v;ould not have given 
rise to any suspicion, iiut he agreed with 
his right hon. friend (Mr. Bond^ wdio had 
remarked upon the coincidence ol the time, 
and the rle^truction of the papers, whilst 
the parties were at such a distance from 
each other, that this was a doubtful cir- 
cumstance. The noble hjrd in his letter 
to the coinmisbioncrs hud stated, that he 
was in the habit of amusing hiniself ucca- 
si< 3 nally with destroying useless papers 
(a loud cry of no, no; on w'hich the hon. 
iiuMulier consulted his copy ol the report). 
JJt‘ had mistaken a word. *rhe noble lord 
ha<l slated, that he employed himself in the 
occ.isional habit of dostroyitig useless 
pa|>er.s. When these circumstances were 
considered, it would be impossible lo di- 
vest 0110*8 mind of the suspicion ol sbmc 
ini])ro))riety. But the topic upon which 
he felt most sensibly, the article in his 
lordship's speech wliich atFectr' i him most 
forcibly, was that in which ho s})oko of the 
10,0001. which he had in his possessioa 
when Mr. Trotter had been appointed pay* 
master. Of the application >I this sum, 
he had declared tiiat lie w’ouid give no ac- 
count to that house, or to any other body 
or iudividuah It would have been sur- 
prising that any man should make such a 
declaration, but it was particularly asto- 
nishing in his lordship, who was so well 
acquainted with business, so well versod 
in history, *o well Skilled in the praetke 
of the constitution, so well informed on the 
subject of legal delinquency, and so much 
in the habit of preparing the defences of ^ 
others. What did it amount to but 4;he 
ovowal of a principle, , winch, if the house 
were once to recogniae, would put liu end 
to all the advantages of tlie consUtnuon^ 
and the most ih valuable privilegee^^ lhut- 
bouse? It was the same as it* the -noble 
lord were at once to say, ‘‘ I will be greater 
than the law ; i will be superior to the 
constitution; 1 will do tbat which both 
Vgj..V. 



prohibit, and 1 will nof be kc6uaUbl<^j^i 
any authority for the trespass.*^^ » 

bur sovereign ascends the thcohe to 
he U entitled by hereditary right, 
tpiired of him to take an oath that he ^tll 
govern according to the laws. It is equuVy 
the law that no money voted by parliament '" 
should be expended but as the law directs* 
The noble lord had spent 10,000l. for 
which he refused to give any account. It 
was a libel on the constitution to suppose 
that any grievance could arise for which it 
did not point out a remedy. It was a prin* 
ciple of our happy constitution, and that 
which endeared it most to his enthusiastic 
love and admiration, that it was as capable 
of vigour and secrecy on some occasions 
as of openness and publicity in others# 
But the noble lord was prevented from any' 
disclosure by considerations of public ho- 
nour aiiil private convenience. When the 
noble lord had accepted of a place in this 
country, bo must have entered into an ob« 
ligation to discharge the autics of it ac- 
cording to law. What country the objee* 
tionabie principle miglu be accommodat^ 
to, ho knew not ; but sure he was, that 'it 
was not calculated for the meridian of t^i 
country. This brought to liis mind itti 
aiiecdutgjof one of our own princes, wbp 
was most unprincipled and unfortunate^ 
James II. ; no, ho meant another that was 
more prolhgute than unfortunate, his im- 
mediate predecessor, Charles 11, who, if ho 
had bad the benefit of such a principlo us 
the iu>l)Ie lord s, need not have employed 
any chancellor of the exchequer, or re- 
sorted to the extraordinary means which 
he found necesbary to enable him to sup- 
ply his extravagancies. It could not be 
true that such a secrecy was either essential 
to the dignity of the government or the 
safety of tlie country. The anecdote he 
alluded to was one which is recorded of 
ilie observation made by a Mr. Gouriiey* 
on an occasion of one of the extraordinary 
means resbrted to, to extract money in the 
reign of tbat profligate monarch. H is obsei • 
vation liad been, “ that a king of England^ 
who governed by the laws, would be the 
greatest sovereign ou earth, but that if he 
should not be the man of his people, b6 
would be tbe vmkest." Tliis bad such ad ef-* 
feet on that monarch as to put a stop to 
extortions for a time. But they should loot, 
to the consequences that W 9 <j|;fe|^uh from, 
the principle of the noble measuroe 

of public corruption, secret depravity, an4 
undue OifiaencQ that it would give rUo to« 
Z 
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The avowal of such a principle led one to 
ihibk^that there was something dark and 
mysterious lu the transaction that would 
not bear the hght, and he should only add, 
tbat'the simple declaration of it was big 
with gangers wliich might not be foreseen 
The main question wus, in his mind, whe- 
ther lord IMelviilc had not bteii already 
punished ? and that would lead them to 
eonsjder the nature and amount of his 
lordship's crime, lie had formerly stated, 
that whether it were considered with re- 
spect to its intrinsic turpitude or hs possi- 
ble consequences, it w^is a crime of the 
greatest magnitude. -With respect to the 
circumstaiices that had attended its com* 
mission, it appeared equally indefensible. 
It had been coniinilted by one acquainted 
with the laws and judicial proceed itigfi ol 
the country ; it hadjiol been conniutted in 
a hurry not through passion, but had been 
persevered in for many years; so that it 
was characterised by its intensity, if the 
expression might be allowed, on one band, 
and ii*' coutiiuiity on the other. It had 
been urged that tl'.e noble lord !)ad ulirudy 
Siibtuinecl much punishment; but' it 
his opinion, that the striking him out of the 
list of privy counsellors was tlic only jui* 
nishinent which ho had yet suffered. (A 
cry of no, no, fnnn the treasury benches, 
and of hoar, li^ ar, from the opp*;>&iti(>n.) | 
The rcrolu lions that the hou'^c had v^»ted, j 
pronount ing on his conduct, unquestiona- 
bly formed uo part of his piinishrneiif, be- 
cause tliev might very propt rly precede the 
inoiinii tor impeuchuiert. And it the 
hou. member who hud brought toi ward this 
motion, luul followed up the resolut^on^ 
with a siinda! «»ne, it would have been right 
in him to have lukeu the sense of the house 
on the resoluiloiit tirst, and on the que^-" 
tion of guilt. L-hd^'r all the circumstance* 
of the con^idei ing tlnrt such a crime 
had been comnnuud, had been so eiuci^ 
dated, so justified, aud so defended, be 
would rather that they should rescuid nJi 
that had been done, and allow lord Mel- 
ville to be restored to all bis former dU« 
tijnctlons, tlum that they should stop here, 
and tiot adopt any further criminal prose* 
cation for obtaining the purposes ol lub- 
staiitial justkev It had been argued by 
the learned, gendemaa tbat the evimiom' 
prosecution would be inconsistienl wkb tbe • 
regiilari ty of proceedingitt buf ibbngb 
therehedbi^ k variety in the memiaresthey 
bad||jti|^ed,yet that v^^iety h^ ariseb 
il]i|ff|||Krent cinctff^ in whheb# at dif- 

tez^ times, .they bad beeu placed. When 


the resolutions had been voted, and the vote 
for carrying them to the foot of the throne, 
*tiie lights they then had were sufficient to jus- 
tify these proceedinys. They had also in view 
the criminal prosecution ;and if his right lion, 
friend (Mr. Pitt) had intended, by advising 
the name oftlio nOble lord to be struck out 
of the list of privy counsellors, to defeat 
the critniuai proceeding, he ought to have 
stated it to the bouse and given them a 
choice. In both these cases they h«ad acted 
according to the lights they had, and in 
carrying up their sense of the conduct of 
the.n€>ble lord to the throne, they had only 
discharged a duty as a branch of the legis- 
lature. But he could not conceive that 
they by that precluded themselves from 
adopting any further proceedings. 
regard to the ditTcicnt modes of proc<-*i.*iU 
ing, he was inclined to iulr)])t the amend- 
ment that iuid been proposed by his right 
hon. and learned Irirud (Mr, Boiitl). But 
he thought tliat those who were agreed in 
substance, should not differ about the man- 
ner of attaining it, and he was therefore of 
opinion that his right hon. Iricnd would do 
well not to pi ess his amendment on the 
house, bcciiu;»c it w^as desirable that those 
who.wf.re agreed npua lh« end should not 
appear to differ about the means. lie 
hhoulil therefore agree in the original mo- 
tion, ihougli ho was clisposud to prcfei* the 
amcndiijcut, lie gladly agreed with his 
right hon- friend in his eulogiuins on the 
admiwisiration of justice in this country ; 
he aUo witli pleasure concurred with his 
puUM'gwic on that mode of trial which wa^ 
one of the most valuable rights of the peo- 
ple of this country, ami rciid(*red its 
couMiitutioii ^tlie most enviable on carllu. 
Me should hope that the. hon* gonllcmcn 
opposite might bo induced . to adopt the 
ainendment; hut if they should persist in 
the^origiiml motiou, be should be obliged 
U> vote for it. lie begged pardon for 
trespassing at such length on the house ; 
but he could not sit ckjwn without making 
eue or twa observations on tbe arguments 
I f ffhe karned genllemau who bed preceded 
^in in the debate.' That learned gent. ha4 
i said^ that if it bad been proved that the 
:$4im bl 10,0001. had not been repaid, he 
should vote, for further proceedings. It 
appeared^ therefore, that hizt difficulty 
rwas dilly W't^eslion. of degree* and re- 
^olv^Hfidif into expediency.' If they 
iltougbt the punishment already in- 
flicted was not adequate, they were not 
preduded from adopting further proceeds 
tojUpt' Tbe learned gent, had insisted that 



341 J PARL. DEBATO W 

no loss {)ad been sustained by the public. 
But* there was one loss which tb« public 
badT certainly suffered, in the additional 
salary of 2,0001* that had been granted lo 
the trciisurer of the navy, as had been 
Slated by the hon. gent. (Mr. Whitbread), 
in lieu of the profits derived from the use 
of the public money. -But this he should 
not dwell on an item of loss. The great 
loss was not in money, it arose from a cause 
much more important and deeper, which 
struck lit the root of all those principles, 
xvliich, by being kept pure ttnd uncontatui- 
mitecl, coukl aJoue secure the constitution 
n:.vi»n^t public corruption, and prevent the 
a:h'cti<>iis of llie people frorti being alienate 
ed from that constitution which, was so 
justly the oiject of their admiration. He 
had 1)0 1 one remark more to make. When 
lord iMeiville allowed Mr. 'rrotter to draw 
the navy money fiom the bank for the 
purpose of placing it at a private banker^ 
to (ienve profit from a participation in the 
interest of it, ha ought iiaturuliy to have 
warned him against hazarding the public 
mfiiii'y by speculations in stock jobbing; 
yet no such evidence had appeared in the 
&t<i lenient of the noble lord. When also 
tile noble lord could, if iha case lutl nd* 
luiCted of it, have justifkd his conduct, 
and had omitted to t)o so, be was jusliind 
in concluding that he could not. 'I'he main 
Tijuestion, therefore, for the house to nsk 
IhernsoKos was, whether, as this motion; 
had been brought forwan), the puiiishineiit 
indicteii wiis suHiewnt, or whether, 
without consiiving at the conduct of lord 
Melville, iht y could vote against the mo- 
rion ? ho had been doubtful at hnit, but 
after having heard tlie defence of his lord- 
ship, he felt that he had no optioiu tie 
thougfit he understood from the learned 
gent, that tlicy might come at a knowledge 
of further cirtumstanctss relative fo the 
I0,000l. by tho evidence of Mr. Trotter, 
and that alone wus sufficient to justify 
1 urther proceediugs. If all persons in oflice 
wiio had the disposal or care of public 
money M^ere to imitate (he example oflorrf 
.Alelville, by diverting the public tnont^ to 
private purposes, crimes would be muUk 
plied, and there would be no end to the 
delinquency. As to the applieatiou of 
money to secret services, be begged to. 
remark, that only 100,OOOL weremlowtd 
annually for England, and that sums voted 
ibr foreign secret service money wereV 
accounted for by the oath of the secretary 
state that they had been expended. If 
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such practices as formed the diargesaga^^li 
lord Melville were to be suffered to pa^ 
with impunity, it would be vain to adopt ojc, 
(Uiact regulations for the secutUy of 
public money or the direction of publi^- 
olHces. Lord Melville should aceoubt fot 
the sums of public money which he had re^ 
ceived* 1 he leariu d member had said, that 
bis defence had uxlenilated his guilt, but 
|iu was convinced, on the contrary, that by 
at It had been aggravated. The leamfd 
gent, liad also stated, that this was not 
time for going into enquiries; but it waa. 
to be considered, that the necessity had 
}a;eH imposed u})on them by those wl^. 
would not let them know wdiat their guUt' 
was^ He depended on the strength and 
resources of the empire for iU protection^ 
on the superiority of our navy, and th^) . 
valour, of our forces; but he depended 
more on the aflection and attachment of 
the people of the country'; on their love 
for the constitution, and their loyalty to 
their sovereign, which would be ensured 
more effectually, if they should see thM , 
there was no impunity for crimes commiti* 
ted against the public, and that their rights 
were re8pcr;ted,jUieir liberties secured, aiid 
the laws equally administered on the eter- 
nal principles of sound policy and impartial 
justice^ 

Lord Cas^/cre(fg^ felt himself peculiarlv 
called upon lo state the grounds on whica 
he muse give his decided negative to the 
motion of the hon. gent. He had beeft 
anxious that the question should be dis- 
cussed by those who possessed great legal 
and constitutional knowledge; but how- 
ever that knowledge belonged to bis hon. 
friend who had just sat down, he was, be 
downed, surprised at tlie inode in which lie 
had treated the subject, to the drscussion 
of which be seemed to have come for the 
^rst time, and of which be appeared ta 
have taken the most antiquated view. I{e 
trusted the period was now arrived when 
Urn questibn wiis fully uuJerstood. When 
ibe hon. geut opposite nfade his motion, be 
was by no means aware whether he in- 
tended that the measure proposed by hiin 
should be supplemental to the civil suit 
stituted by order of tlie house, or wheKier 
it was to be a substitute for chat proceed** 
mg. The explsuatioii with which that boa* 
gent, had followed the speech of bis hon* 
friend behidd bim (Mt* Bond) shewed that 
he meant the latter. In this case the 
vil suit ought not only to be suspendedf 
but altogether abandoned^ , On the ptH 
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sitioki of bis bon* friend^ that if new mat- 
ter had been laid before the house, new 
steps ought to be taken, he was anxious to 
. join issue with him, supposing that his Ikhi. 
friend of course inrant new matter, not 
merely norniniilly so, but substantial aggra- 
vated matter, siiflicient to ar^e^t the atten* 
^tion of the house, and to induce it to adopt 
.that proposition, which, when the discus, 
sibii took place on the relative advantages 
ofa civil or a criminal proceedings hib hon. 
friend had thought it right to rt ject. *Up lO 
the present moriiont, every step taken by 
the iioiise seemed clearly to iiuJicate, that 
they lelinquished all idea of criminal pro- 
secution. He was by no means desirous of 
tying the hon. gent.' opposite (Mr. Fox) 
down to any opinions he had delivered ; 
but certainly, on the second niglit of the 
debate on this subject, that hon. gent, had 
declared, , that if lord Melville were re- 
moved from his majest y’s councils and pre- 
sence, he should consider all personal pio- 
ccedzngs against him as concluded, and that 
there would then only remain to obtain pe-> 
cuniary justice for the country. Hut it was 
not on authority, however high and re- 
spectable, that he wished to rest the merits 
of the case. He agreed perfectly with liia 
hon. friend who had Just delivered his sen- 
timents, that the house might come to cer- 
tain resolutions with a view to a. subse- 
. quent impeachment or ciiminal prosccu. 
tioii; but he put it to the candour of the 
hexn. gent, who moved those resolutions 
against lord Melville, wholher or not he 
had intimated any iniention of this nature. 
He hud not done so; he hud contented 
himself with dropping a hint that he would 
prosecute further enquiry into that part of 
the lUth repoit, in which, us he said, the 
chani'ellor of the exchequer was implicated, 
and that, on a future day, he would pro* 
pose that a civil suit should be iostitutetl 
against loid Melville, for the purpose of 
recovering from him any pro/its arising from 
the use ot the public money. By his fub- 
aequent tnoiion for an address to his mu'* 
jesty to remove lord Melville from his 
presence and councils for ever, be evi- 
dently and. avowedly looked for one pu- 
nisbrneot', and be would scarcely violate 
the constitution so grossly as at the same 
time to have another in his' view, -^e 
object address was not confined to 

• rem^^al^pending any criminal proceedings 
tlie noble lord. No : on cool de. 
li%^lion, after an. interval of three weeks 
the passing of tiie resolutions; the bon. 

\ n 
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gent, proposed that motion which was to 
dismiss lord Melville from all places of 
trust and dignity for ever. Nothing could 
be more cWr than that at that time all 
idea of criminal pi osecution was banishcej 
from the lion, geni.’s mind. — F.et us now 
consider the civil suit, nnd the ciinim- 
stanccs under which the select cornmiitee 
had been appointed. Was it possible to 
imagine, that if the house had entertajiied 
the most distant conception ot the p!ol)a- 
bilily of deriving from the rt scare hes of that 
committee matter on which it would be ex- 
pedient to ground a criminal pro^^cfution, 
they would have voted the institution iif a 
civil suit, .ind hav9 debarred the commit- 
tee from investigating tlmse points in the 
10th report, on which alono the expediency 
of such criminal 'prosecution could rest 
Up to the appointment of that committee, 
rheteforc, it wjis evident that nothing could 
be further from tlie contemplation of the 
house than the institution of anv criminal 
proceeding against the noble lord. A new 
CH.Mi must therefore be shewn, and irrcfni- 
gablo arguments adduced to incline the 
house now to adopt that I'roni which they 
so recently absiained ; othervvj>c the op- 
tion between u civil and a criminal prose- 
cution was no longer in their possession. 
Wore this principle not to be adhered to, 
lord Melville would be treated in a man- 
ner to which never had a liriibh subject 
been before exposed ; and his fate would 
remain on record as a monument of the 
inconsistent severity of parliament. Was 
♦here any new» ihattcr in the repoit of the 
select committee, and what was ns import 
and value ? In considering this part of the 
subject he wished to establish a distinction 
material to an accurate judgment. It w^as 
bel4i'eeu the charge of profit obtained from 
cbe. public money actually proved against 
lord Melville, and that of which only sus- 
picion existed. He intreatod the house to 
recollect the circumstances kmown to them 
prior to the appointment of the committee, 
and those with which they had subsequent- 
ly become acquainted. It was known m the 
further period, that considerable sums of 
the public mohey issued for naval services 
bad been appropriated to purposes not na* 
val.r Nay, the impression was stronger 
than it was now, for the house then knew 
that 6'0,000l. had been diverted in this 
manner, but they did not know that 40,0001. 
of if had been applied in a way which did 
infinite credit to those concerned in the 
application; and yet haying ' negatived a 




proposition to enter into criminal proceed- 
ing's at that times thev were now called on 
to accVjile to it when the circumstances were 
much less Hugnintt nor was the house ig- 
noninlat die time he alluded to>thatthepub* 
lie money hud been withdrawn by Trotter 
iroin the. bank with lord Melville’s know-^ 
ledge. The hon. gent, had laid much stress 
on the refusal of the noble lord to explain 
what was done with the 1 0,001. for which 
he was in advance prior to the paymaster- 
ship of "J rotter, and had insisted that be- 
cause he would not explain that trausac-^ 
tion, it must necessarily have been one 
from which he had derived personal ad- 
vantage ; but, surely it must occur to that 
Lon. gent, and to the house« that in times 
like thobc through which we have lately | 
passed, nioiiey might be applied in secret; 
services, the disclosure of which tp a single 
individual, might endanger the life and 
honour of those, who had placed implicit^ 
roididcnce in the good faith of a minister. 
Jlis lion, friend bad expressed a doubt 
wiictluT or not this money had been ever 
repaid; but if he would examine the evi* 
denett of 'Trotter, he would find that point! 
completely ascertained, lie says, tliat not 
only that sum, but every sum since ad-J 
vdiict cl to lord MoJville had been punc- 
tually replaced. With regard to the ex- 
tent of the danger wdlh which the cousti- 
tiition was tlireatened by this species of 
transaction, let it be cun^idered, that K 
any one does apply the public money to 
any object nut iiimiedialely regular, be ex- 
pects to be repaid from some legal quar- 
ter ; if not, he must lose the money; and 
the house surely need be under no alarm 
that any individual would thus dispose of 
his private property for the purposes of cor- 
ruption. Now, though the noble lord at 
the time when he .withdrew this sutn pf 
J0,000l. was not in any official situation 
as a minister, yet» with res^iect to Scot- 
land, he was, to all intents, a confiden- 
tial servant of the crown. It bad been 
supposed that this money was devoted ^o 
bis own emolument, but of this the Itlpde 
ill which he described his apprehensions 
to Trotter on his first coming into the pav- 
mastorship, w*as a sutheieDt refata^on^ It 
>vas the language of a man who bad ad»*^ 
vanced public money for public servicetit 
end who was fearful that the result would 
be detrimental to himaelL With regard 
to the other sum, with the employment 
of which for private advantage before his 
gc(|uain(afice >vitb Mr, Trotter^ lord Mdl- 


ville had been charged, it was'pw^y i 
ly the sum oil which no ihdlci^hif 
could possibly be framed. What WhS tho^ 
situation of lord Melyill at that tiftiei i ^ 
This sum was part of the balances of his tirsly 
and the first part of hrs second trea8Uri^r.t 
ship, to which the act of parliament did^^ 
not. apply. He allowed that the hoble 
lord was bound not to derive any advantage 
from those balances, but he was by 
means restrained by the resolutions of tbe^ 
eqmmissiouers of accounts, or by the 
cent increase of salary, from keeping'thcm. 
where he chose. Besides, if lord MeW 
ville had been so dead to sense of hc«^ 
Hour, or so willing to risk the shipwreck.of 
his character as be bad been represented, J 
would be have beCn satished with keeping,,^' 
this 10,0001. in his bands? Would he uokj" 
rather have retained the whole of the.ba?^ 
lances, amounting to 5d,000l.? If Ihench " 
bie lord had allowed himself to make use " 
with such facility of the public money, or 
it he had connived, in the way in which Im 
had been accused of doing, in the free 
use of such money by Trotter, is it credi*" 
ble that He would have borrowed from him 
thjssum often thousand pounds on interest} 
Would he not rather, if his relations with 
Trotter were such as had been described," 
have felt entitled to demand that he should 
feed, his wants ? It was far from his intent 
tion to say, that lord Melville bad not per-' 
milled a breach of the law, or that he had 
not, in his opinion, allowed considerable 
mismanagement to exist in his office ; but 
there jwan a wide difference between this 
accusation of irregular and not perfectly 
warrantable conduct, and a delinquency 
of the most sordid and base nature that 
could attach to nian«— With respect to the 
money drawn from the mixed fund, he al- 
lowed it was a fair object of jealousy, and 
he thought a civil proi:edure necessary to 
ascertain the ^composition of that fund: 
But surely his hon. friend, versed as he 
was in , the laws and constitution of the 
countiy, would not contend that a crimir 
nal court cpuld take cognisance of this mo- 
ney, until it was proved to be public pro- 
perty, which could, only be done by a civil 
suit, . At present it could only be argueii 
upon a matter of suspicion, and not estat^ 
lished by proof. . Ded uctiiig 10,0€kll;. whi$i& 
was, under qtber circumstances, the sutn 
on which suspicion arises, leaves 46,600l« 
He allowed, that previous to the report of 
the select committee,, with the except^ 
of Trotter's accoqqt correct, the house was 
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not ittpoBsesslon of any cvidiende expk« 
tiatory of the application of that sum, but 
Oh looking at it, the sum of 22 or 26 thou- 
iband pounds borrowed for lord Melville 
Trotter, pn interest, must be deducted* It 
was not • until he was hard pressed, tliat 
Trotter acknowledged in the committee, 
that he was himself the lender of this sUiiu 
The boii«gent. had urged against the noble 
lord that in his statement the preceding 
eVeiiing be had not mentioned either tlie 
lender ot this money or t^e socurity on 
which it was deposited. The reason ihli^ 
he had not done so was obvious. He cousin 
dered the whole as a private transaction, 
bet it did not fbllow tliat there was no 
Ostensible lender. It was not a sum from 
which lord -Melville had derived any per- 
sonal advantage, but for which he paid to 
Mr.Trotter the same interest that be would 
have done to any other member of the 
community. The sum was thus brought 
down to less than 2.^,0001. ; of this the Siily- 
ficription to the loyalty loan amounted to 
i 0,0001. the security for which remained 
in the hands of Trotter, and thj^ interest 
of which discharged the interest of the sum 
advanced for it. Thus was this gross sum 
for which lord Meh'ille stoo<l accountable, 

' deduced to that at which u was on the last 
Vote of the house^of conimons oh the sub- 
jeer, nanlely, between 10 and 15,0001. In 
the whole of this transaction thcreforei as 
developed by the select committee, nothing 
fiew, or more culpable than what was for-! 
tnerly known, had .been discovered; and 
waft it within the sphere of possibility that 
Idrd Melville should sacrifice even his seif- 
eaUmation, supposing that the atlair should 
. never be unveiled, for such a trifling cdn- 
^ aideration f It was not probable that at any 
' period he was in posGcssiou of more 
than 5 or 6006l« But stating it at the ut- 
■vhoftt, supposing it to be 15,0001. the ^ an- 
imal valoe 6f which was what mo- 
tive could ftuch a than, posses.fted of shell 
a character, viested with such power as that 
lioble ,l0rd> Iiava 10 embark in soch 
^wicked and bateikeed transaetiuh, for so 
paltry a sum? With respect to the payment 
of navy bills at Goutts^s, it Was a subject of 
genera! notoriety; no aifempt wbatevei® WOs 
made to conceal in Had there been kOy 
-Wieh to derivp fVpm th^ praetke Hlieitad.^ 
VanUgCs^ would drafts pn that bdnkini* 
JiooM have been |^Ven to every ihati w^ 
,w|dked the struts? in this counrry, ^hidb 
Wd toboeWi that tht^ Parity of its minis- 
' tere had been unpOttuted ibr denf dries, wa^ 


it possible to Suppose that the noble lord 
would sell himself to perdition for such a 
price, and in so stupid a manner ? A*ud to 
crown the whole, after the commissioners 
of' naval enquiry had been appointed, and 
after they had issued their treinrndoiis 
precepts, he is supposed, by way of con- 
cealing his connection with Trotter, to go 
to a Amn of business fur the pufjjode of 
enabling him- to do that which, had lie bcek 
guilty of that ivfaich was laid to his choege^ 
he (teiukl have done hioro elTectually 
self! Not ftildftfted with this confidence in 
Spottiswoode, he had confided in the regis- 
ter of Scotland ! And to what purpose was 
all this coiifidence?' According' to his ac- 
cusers it iiitist baVe been for the purpose 
of self-'desif action ! He owned, after the 
most anxibUs iktteUMoii that perhaps ho had 
ever paid to a subject in the whole course 
of his life, he could not impute any seri- 
ous guilt to the noble lord, although he 
could not but admit that notliing could be 
more unfortunate than his Situation. But 
that any new or strong additional fads 
against him had been produ».<;d in the re- 
port of the select coinmitiee he positively 
denied. On the contrary, that report ex- 
tenuated rather than ^aggravated the cir- 
cuinstances of the ca^e. lie intreal<;d the 
house now for the last time to consider the 
subject with the solemnity which Hs iin- 
portanee deitiand^fd, and to come to a dc- 
hberate decision, which th<;y should not 
hereafter feel comtwiled to view witli re- 
gret. Without meaning to derogate from 
the talents of the hoii. gent, who was tl'.e 
original prosecutor of this afiair, or to ut- 
ter any thing in rhe least disrespectful to 
liis character, he conj tired the house to a'A 
themselves whether or not he iiad been a 
prufieiit of successful adviser in the mea- 
sures hitherto adopted by them, and whe- 
tbef or nut he was likely to be So in those 
which were to follow ? IJe thought that 
hot>. goiitrflnu«t feel iti his 6wn bi-eaet, that 
tjbe proceedings recomnieudedby him liad 
dot been uUogetber satis^factory ; that to 
eoittb to a vote of conviction, without any 
proof of guilt, without hearing tlie ac- 
eitftedfj without possessing one ground ou 
Wjbicb aO EtPglish mind could reconcile to 
itself the condemnation ahy individual, 
however bbftcUrb and cofftebiptiblc; much 
fess euk who bore the high cbalucter for 
tiadeilts,' add who eti^oyed tke brilliant dis- 
tiuetiona of jdie hoble lord, was not en- 
tirely consonant to ^ dictates of Kberst^ 
liiy of jueiicet*- % the chavge^f prtet^ 
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p'^tationi lie ^vd to add that of aubseqiient 
iudccisioD. The hon. gent, gav^ notice of 
a mblioii, which after the lapse of a week 
lie sutldeuly abandoned. By his measures 
he hud involved the house of cominons in a 
situation of much embarrassment ; he bad 
given to their proceedings the appearance 
of u desire to punish lord Melville by piece- 
meal ; to put him to the torture, and to do 
tlml with pleasure and cxultutioii at which 
lilt; fiiehngs of every true Briton revoit- 
od. It hud b<icn said, why does not lord 
Melville wish to submit himjself to the judg- 
ment of hii5 peers ?'* Kor his own part, no- 
thing could induce him to negative the 
<[ue:»iion for bringing the noljle lord to that 
tribunal, did he conceive that it would 
afiord iiiin a fair opportunity of exculpa- 
tion. But this could not be the case. 
^Vhat evidence couhl be adduced ? His own 
must be rejected. There was no other but 
that of Mr, 'IVotter anil he had declared, 
that, although he knew of the 520,0001. being 
in the hands ot the noble lord, he was igiio* 
raiit of its application, and it was on the 
upplic.'icioii that the merits of the case rest, 
rd. Mow then could the house of lords 
decide? If they convicted him of holding 
10,0001. of the public money in his bauds 
anteredent to the puyinastership of Trotter 
(which was scarcely possible, us lord MeJ- 
vilh/s acknowledgment seemed to be the 
only cvklcnc<s and this was inadmissible 
in a court of justice), it would be only a 
roiiviction of legal guilt, and not guilt of 
that dai k. couiplcxion with which it hud been 
j.ainied by the hon. gent, and his co- 
il Ijutors, But if the house of peers de- 
clared lf»rd Mclsillo innocent, were the 
coriinions prepared to rescind the vote by 
which they had expelled from the service 
of Ins &ov€rci!!«n, and from the service of 
Ills country; a man, whose loss at such a 
lime the present vi’us most sincerely, to 
bo deplored ? Feeling, thciefore, that he 
iiiighl be considered as morally guilty, un- 
der the mask of legal guib, and that if he 
were prochuined innocent, he could not 
recover the advantages of innocence, was 
it wonderful that the noble lord was de- 
sirous to avoid the fruitless qrdeaU Wbajt 
mode of procedure then was left for the 
house to pursue? That on which thfy 
merly decided, a decision whiqh 
new had occurred to change. A civ^euiii 
was the best adapted to the ends pf pgh- 
lic justice. In a civil suit the jt^gps 
would not be prevented 
UmtiNdves of V^^imny tto.RPfele 



lord hiipself.. The proreediqgs in a * 
suit would be nipru likely to be 
with fairness and impartiality than in a U 
criminal prosecution. Should the guilt plf; : 
the noble lord be found as great as it wqa . 
described to be by his accusers, would tlm \ 
country think the tratisaction badl^ or pvr 
completely wound up by coippeUing bit|» 
to refund., his pecuniary gains, after tto 
o^her severe punishment which bad 
already been inflicted on him, a punislv*. 
ment tlie most bitter to the fejslings Oft 
man ; and iq consideration of the disgrace 
and ignominy that must attend higl 
through the remainder of his existfnepi? 
Under all these circumstances, he felt that 
the house h.id arrived at a point at whiq^ 
it was inrlispensable to tiie execution pf 
their public duty to press no further t^ 
punishment of the accused. Wpuld apy 
man say that the punishment lord Mel*^ 
ville had already undergone was not sufjS- 
cient to make every member of government 
look with the utmost strictness to tlm / 
execution of the laws with which they 
were separately entrusted ? Public justiqp ^ 
was appe^ised, mid it inigbt surely now 
allowed to look back on the public life pf 
the noble lord, and to examine whethep* 
or not that life had been devoted to 
service of the country, the resentment of 
u hicli had been so strongly excited agqfnst 
him. From his earliest acquaintance with 
lord Mvlvdle ho bad watched his actions 
with the utmost attention, and he h^d 
ever found him discharging the various 
and important duties in which he was 
engaged with the utmost integrity and 
ability. Uc had fought manfully by 
2 >i;)e in the defence of our happy constir 
lotion, ut a time when it was surrounded 
by the most perilous circumstances* In 
the peculiar department iu which, he had 
so unworthily succeeded that noble lordt 
he had daily opportunities of witnessing the 
eifects pf his brilliant talents ^d inda*- 
fatigable assidqity. . Feeling must strong- 
ly the sentiments which he had eudear 
Youred to convey to the house, be was ^ 
drmly convinced not pu}y that be should 
bf^t fulfli his duty to the hoiise and to the 
public by opposing the motion of the hon. 
gent., but that lie should be guilty of ahe 
fringing ihp oipst valuable privileges qf 
the English constitution, and the tuoet 
aaured prwiples of justice, if he^frl^ btp 
Induced to accede to that motion. 

jMr. Grfjf saidx qvuW no% allow thf 
qujwtipn t9 go te % ^ 



his opinion on the attack that had 
been made by him on his hoo. friend t he 
might say on the house itself. Tiie noble 
: lord acedeed his hon. friend of lia%*iiig 
^ misled the house into proceedings dis- 
creditable to them. Ilow was it that his 
lion, friend enjoyed so much influence 
. with the house ? Tlmt be possessed great 
abilities and great industry was true, but 
/would that industry or those abilities have 
prevailed on the house to adopt any un- 
just and iui])roper measure ? Be 6 ide 9 , 
what share had his hon. friend in the pro- 
ceedings complained of? The only one 
proposed by him Avas the rensiire coniaiiied 
in the resolutions of the 8tli of April. 
Jle afterwards moved for an unlimited 
committee on the other parts of the tenth 
report, particularly on those which lo. 
garded the qiu?stion of lord JMelvilJe'b pur- 
tici])ation in the profits arising from the 
use of the public money, but with all the 
influence with which he was supposed to 
be invested, did he persuade tlie house to 
, agree with him ? No. And because on a com- 
• mittee of limited authority huidng been 
appointed, on the motion of the chancellor 
of the exchequer, his hon. friend had 
abandoned his intended proposition for 
instituting a civil suit, now rendered nuga- 
tory, he had been accused of indecision. 
It was afterwards proposed, and carried, not 
by his hon. friend, but by an bon. gent, 
opposite, who had voted in favour of lord 
Melville on a preceding occasion, and who 
bad never since voted against him. He pul 
it to the house therefore to say, whether or 
'not it was commonly fair or commonly de- 
cent, to accuse his hon. friend of liuving 
been the cause of the embarrusszneiits in 
which the house was said to be involved 
by the adoption of the proposal for insti- 
tuting a civil suit against lord Melville. 
;By some singular perversion of reasoning, 
,,the resolutions passed by that house, ex« 
pressive of their sentiments on. the con- 
duct of the noble delinquent, had been 
considered by many, and amongst the rest 
by the noble lord who bad preceded him, 
as punishnient. 'J'hat they operated severely 
;on .the feelings of lord Melville be had no 
doubt, but he denied that they produced 
nny substantial punisbmenU It was gene* 
rally the practice to originate* impeaeb«. 
ments in resolutions of a sioiilar nature. 
As toJbe objection that the resolutions 
had Jbfen voted without enquiry, he must 
wbat bad beeti so frequently said, 


that they were founded on facts ; they 
rested on tlie ackiTowledgments of lord 
Melville niid Mr. Trotter ' themselves, 
which to the house seemed to require no 
further enquiry. But, then, says the noble 
lord, a measure of punishment was- after- 
wards takep. What? The resignation 
by lord Melville of his seat at the head of 
the admiralty Imard, followed up by a 
motion in the house for an address to his 
majesty to expel him from his councils, 
which was not agreed to. Was this pu- 
nishment ? was this retributive justice? 
Would a false steward be considt^red ns 
sufliciently punished by being dismissed 
from his situation ? Tor his part, he 
thought the house had done riglil m voting 
for the resolutions of the 8th of April, 
the necessary eon&oqiiunce of which was, 
the retiring of loid Melville from otiicc; 
and he lliought they had done right in 
laying those resolutions before the king, 
to apprize his nicTjesty, that he had a per., 
son in his service unlit for any place of trust 
and emolument. In the event his majesty 
ordeiod lord Melville's name to be erased 
from the list of pi ivy counsellors. If the 
noble lord thought this punishment utterly 
disproportionate to the oflbnce (which he 
had a-5S(Tled), he should allege this against 
the light hon. chancellor of the exchequer, 
who had recommended his royal master to 
take this step. In' his opinion, nothing in 
Iho proceedings that had already been 
adopted by the hous<*, could operate as a 
bar against any further proceedings that 
might be judged necessary. Did the noble 
lord mean to say that any punishment was 
too great ? or that had any very heinous 
traiisaciions been discovered by the select 
committee, the house would have been 
precluded from institjutiiig a criminal pro- 
secution of the pcr|>etrators ? The pro- 
ceedings of the house bad been hitherto 
conflned to the subject of lord Melville's 
allowing the law to be violated -by his 
agent. Why not, on that part of the sub- 
ject yet untouched, the pai-ticipation of 
'ord Melville in illicit profits, iustituco a 
criminal prosecution ? What could be 
urged against such a step? It could 
scarcely be maintained that other parts of 
the. transaction were subject to criminal 
prosecution, but that this was sacred. The 
question -then arose, whether or not lord 
Melville'^ had enjoyed such participation? 
This the noble lord did not affect entirely 
to deny. He contended indeed, tlmt the 
participation was not eo extensive as it waa 


' PARL. ^^p|!F£S; Juke 1^; i805»^Afrl fir ike , [35^ 

speech of the noble ford^ without express. 
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asserted to be by ioi^d IVrelvilfe's acctisers ; I takert place without any recourse to' tbj^ j 
but. he admitted that from atich partid- ex pedkmt, which hud been found perfectly , 
piitiori it was possible he might dortye un compatible with convenience. Howeyeir ^ 
income of 7501. a year. Jf so much paintui to him, he must say that he cooUf 
were adnutte<U tlic house might easily not possildy give credit to the assertiiMMr ; 
conjecture what was the fac|k 'J’he noble made by lord Melville in tlie hmise, thatin 
lord exprebsed his opinion, that the 171^7 ho did not know, tlmt money to a large 
drawiiig of niorify from the bank h»r the amount had bi»en drawn from the bank by 
purpose of facilitating the details of the Trotter. Lord Melville had -been acccm-* 
navy ollice, was a violation rather of the modated by 'iVotter \vith large sums of 
letter than of tlie spirit of the act ot par- money, not l>€ariiig interest, and he mpst 
liaincnt. If it wore reall)' and hotia Jide knc>w, that 'IVotter had no means of raising 
for the pnrpotcof di'ichaigiiig these .sin<ill this supply but bv withdrawing it from thf? 
bums, it would he ao’ and neither he, nor hank. W.is lie not aware tha the 22,0001, 
his hon. friend, nor any man in the house advanced to Twoedie, had not been drawn 
would, lie was convinced, be so viiuiictne from the bank, nu:rely for the details of 
as to pur-'UO such an infringemeiil of the public service? it was impossible that 
act to punishment- Ihit, was tins the he shoisrd not be so. When therefore we 
cli.irge? \o ; tlie charge was that lord find him assuring tlie chancellor of the CX- * 
Melville, under this specious pretext, did chequer that any reports of such proceed- 
luuhori/e ’rroltcr to withdraw immeii'-e ings were unfounded rumours, this was an 
suniMif inoiiey from the bank, to be after- additional circumstcincc to prove the ne- 
wards employed by Inin K* purposes of pri- cesssity of a criminal prosecutioin Thou, 
vale emolument. 'J'he enquiry would re- as to the famous transaction of the release, 
solve* Itself into twtj heads. Was this floiie containing a positive engagement to dc** 
wall tU" cniicurrrnw of lord Melville? stroy mu* only the vouchers and inernoran- 
and if fco, did he jjarlieipatc in tin* cmclu- dnnis, but even the books of accounts; 
tnciUolit? Info tlie discLissit/n ot tiicoe two The time at which this ngreeinont wafi 
Iiomls, the lion. gout, entered, and brought entered into, was enough to prove the real 
tt saricty of circumstances from the tenth cause of it. As to registration, it was no 
report, and fiom the uport ol the sehvl pahJicity. in his letter to the commis« 
committi-e to establish them. Ry ilie act Moners of naval enquiry, why did not loni 
founded on therepori ot the cominissiooerb Melville slate that the burning of his papeiu 
of public accounts in 178^, lord Melville was in consequence of that ndease ? The 
imi.ll have been aware that no addition ariieles by which lord Melville was sus* 
iial perqiiisiuj or gratuity was lo be made pected of making profit, he denied sepa- 

to the salary allotted by that act to the lately, Vml the charge was not on parti- 

paymaster of the navy. 'I’lio operation ciiiars, but that he had generally known of, 
of that act with regard to the liansfcr of and participated in the speculations of ^ 
balances from the hands of tlie paymaster Trotter. 'J'he sums advanced by Trotter 
into the custody of the bunk, was deferrerl to lord .Melville, increasing gradually from 
by the sole authority of lord Mehillt', eight hundred pounds lo nineteen thousand 
from July 17 t^o, when it ought to have pounds, coulrl not pixx'ced from any buf 
takeii place, to January 17H's when it public funds. Of the ten thousand pounds 

uctiially did take ]daco. On some of m the hands of lord Melville previous io^ 

these balances positive proof existed of the payniabtcrship of Trotter, we should 
profit having been made by lord Melville; never have heard but for the committee, 
on two of these balances particularly, I'his, therefore, was a now circumstance, 
amounting in all to of which the and a most material one, It was con- 

countVy had never rcceived^a shilling. To Iniry to law that he should be in possession 
conceal the false accounts of transfers, the of that sum ; and when he comes and telU 
documents, memorandums, &:c. had been you he will never disclose the appheathoa 
so cautiously destroyed. The noble lord of it to any man, he atfurds the strongest 
asserted, that the practice of lodging presumption that the application wa^’as 
uioncy ill the hands of private bankers illegal as the possession. If parlittnient 
WHS attended with much convenience, and passes over such d declaration as this un- 
that that convenience bad been affirmed punished, tlidro is an end of all respoiisi^' 
the jevidence of Trotter ; but since he bility in the public oHicers. - Of' what 
had left the ofljce a new at*rangcmciit had are all the acts restraining .such transact 
VoL. V, # 2 A 
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tions ? Of what use are the regulations 
respecting secret service money, if a trt'a- 
surer of the navy, or a paymaster, or a 
lofd of the treasury, can divert the public 
money to any purpose he pleases; and 
theti boldly suy, he will not only refuse 
to account to the house for the application 
of such money, but that he will refuse to 
cominunicato it to those who ought to bo 
completely in his coiitulenc'e, iu all public 
nieasures ? A licence woiihi ilius be given 
to malversation. The nuijle lord says, 
punishment is only for the sake of exam- 
pie, and that the example has already been 
reiidered suiliciently sinking to deter any 
imitators. Tliis is certainly the principal, 
but not the solo end of puuisluncot. Pu- 
nishment was sometimes inflictc'd for the 
purpose of reforming tlui otfender, some- 
times to remove him Irom the possibility 
of a repetition of his crimt*. A vai uHy 
of circuinStancos concurred to modify it. 
put in the pre&eut instance, had lord Mel- 
ville done any thing much lejss than what 
he has done, what punishment could be 
inflicted less than that which hp/'has suf- 
fered ? If ti'.e noble lord had been de- 
tected in Ibrgery, the degradation that 
would have followed would have been i«- 
tolf rable to a man of feeling ; but no man 
would say, it would have been enough to 
Saiisty the juslH'e of the country. 'I'hi* 
severity of justice was not designed tor 
the reformation of the individual, but to 
deter others from .similar cr;ines. It wa^ 
on this principle, that the piivacy of the 
triine was, in onr law’, a giound for tim 
aggravation of the puniahrnent. 'i'he crime 
principally complained of in the present 
instance, had continued 14- years iindis 
(tovered and imsuspccicd, and was at length 
discovered only by accident. A rigorous 
prosecution was nt*(:c«5‘?ary to pr»*vent the 
e.\aniple of the long secrecy, the detection 
urierel^’ by accident, and the insutficiency 
of the punishment on* the detection being 
drawn into an example to enfcoufage fu- 
ture malversation. 'I'liq proceeding by 
impeachment aflbrded the noble lord more 
ainpic means of defence, for it would com- 
prehend the whole consideration of the 
cirtaiufl^hces of the case. The noble 
)or4*w^d, that it was impossible lord 
fbuld defend himself against a 
cntviintjfl: prosecunon, having destroyed 
bl&'papers. That, however, was lord -Mel- 
viUa^^ own art, and ou^ht not to prevent 
If, on the trial, the court should 
i# of ^opinion that he had not participated 


in- the profits, and that bis crime wa«: 
merely having inadvertently suf^red the r 
ttbtise, he would he acquitted and restni^d 
to Jus station. For these rea.soji^®, and for 
those so ably enforced by his noble friend 
near him, (lord Henry Petty,) who, every 
time he spoke, raised himself higlier in the 
opinion of the house, he was for the ori- 
ginal motion, for proceeding hv impcach- 
nieiit. Next to impoachineut he . ap- 
proved of the criminal prosecution, and if 
the origiinil motion should not \ye agreed 
to, he would vote for the amendment, and 
move the iiibcrtion into it ot the words, 
“ that the Httornry-gener.il be directed to 
prosecute.’* He had no pcrs«)nal ill will 
to lord Melville. On the contrary, lie 
would rejoic?- if the noble lord could be 
pioved innocent. He supposed the noble 
lord alluded to him, win n he stated that 
the lashfs inflicted on him were rendered 
more severe by the con.'^ideratiou of the 
hands friun which they came. He under- 
stood this to apply to him from a former 
allusion. But he denied tlirit any obliga- 
tion bad been conferrecl ou him in the mat- 
ter referred to, which should prevent him 
from domg hi> duty. It was merely an 
act of justice that was done, certainly to 
persons w'ho were most dear to him (lord 
(irey, and earl St. Viiiceat). Ho had 
himself most earnestly pressed for the en- 
quiry, in oppo.^ition to those w-ho were 
supjjo.'Jcd to have acquired some right over 
resisting it. liovv did it happen that this 
ingratiliide, winch was now so liberally 
charged upon him, was nev cr once men- 
tioned during his constant opposition to 
the right hon. ge.nt. oppusile (the chan, 
cellor of the exchequer), who was equally 
active in confi'rniig the supposed favour^ 
[and against whom he had moved decided 
I resolutions of a criminal nature ? The 
i magnanimity of employing iu the service 
of the country persons of opposite political 
sentiments hud been much insisted upon ; 
but the fact was, that tlie noble earl whose 
services had so much beneflted the country, 
b^d always taken a very difl'erent coursa 
of politics from him. The noble lord who 
was the subject of the present debitte had 
less right than any man to complain of the 
possibility of the persons. by whom bpmqy 
be trif?d having been present at the nieetf 
mgs where resolutions hgd been entefed 
into against him* If any hardship could 
arise to the noble lord in this respect, it 
was a hardship inseparable iirom the con- 
stuutron. The persons vvho had at.teAdtd 
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flieie me«ting;s bad not deiieany tbi^g to to allude, and to which,, indeed, 

prejtidice^ the noble lord’5 ^'aae ; but no the able manner in which tliey liu^ , 

man was less entitled to complain of hard. l,>een treated in the course of the dchaletr. 
ship in th\s respect than the noble lord, by some gentlemen who concurred wittl. 
Every one would recollect the proceedings him in setitiment, he did not think it neceS'^ 
held with respect to the state. trials in 1?9'2 sary on his part to call tlie altetitiun oflha 
and I793» and bow active the noble lonl house, altlnmgh they appeared to him pe*. . 
had been in proniuting all these proceed* culiatly delusive. Of these points, bown 
ings. 1 ukixig the two leports together, he ever, there were some which he could not 
thought there was an irresistible mass of persuade liimself Intirely to overloojt. It 
cvulence to shew the crtminulity of the was stated in the resolutions before the 

iibble lord. If the iinpeuchnutnt should house, aud the statement was frequently' 

not be agreed to, he hoped the house would echoed by the gentlemen on the other side, 
vote tiial he be proceeded against criini- that lord Melville postponed the executioft 
nal. of the act of the 25th of his majesty, fuC 

i^urd CastUrta^h explained : he had about half a year, and from this alledgetl 
staled that if the lifteen thousand pounds pobtponeineiit, several very injurious infer* 
lent to lord IVlelvilie, should be proved to ences were (irawn. But, how did the casd. 
h«* public money* even then the advantage sUind ? the gentlemen who made the stivte* 
enjoyed from the use of it would amount iiient hud not, it appeared, ever perused 
to nu more than si^veii hundred and tifiy the act. For, in tlie very first clause it is 
pounds a vear, for which a man in lord prescribed, that the treasurer qf the navy 
Melville's situation could hardly be sup- should make out annual uccompts. Now» 
posed to hazard his character. the act passed in July, 17t>5 ; the annual 

Mr. Rohert Ditndns (son of lord Mel- acc »mpt was directed to close on the 31st 
ville), adverting to some allusions that had of December, 1783 ; of course it could uot 
been made to the observations of lord Mel- comuaujce before January; and from this 
vil le in hi.s address to the house, declared his proceeded the postponement complained 
conviction that nothing could be further of. Had the noble lord opened the ac- 
froin the mind of that noble lord th'an to compt immediately on the passing of the 
impeach the right of any iiieinbor to de- act, lie could have opened the first accompt 
liver his opitiion fully upon any public to- only for six months, which he was not 
pic. However, he could not help justify- competent to do, as the nature- of the ac- 
itig the complaint of the noble lord us to the compts and the time for the first act’ompt 
manner in which the right of public di.'cus- to close was expressly mentioned in the 
sioii had been exercised elsewhere. 'I'hc act. With thi'» statement he left the house 
noble lord was entitled to complain of the to concluile, whether the charge against 
conduct of those gentlemen who had made lord Melville, in this instance, of delaying 
statements and delivered opinions upon his the execution of a statute for sinister pur^ 
case before persons who were iM>t cuinpe- poses, wa-s at all applicable. With regard 
tent to form a correct decision ; before as- to the alii'gation, that lord Melville had 
seinblies which were not qualified from been guilty of practising a wilful and fraii- 
capacity to investigate and determine upon dulent deceit upon the public and iiuiivi* , 

the question. Tins conduct was the more duals respecting the moiiu of withdrawing 
deserving of complaint and censure, be- naval money from the bank and transfer* 
cause many of the statements that hud been ring it to a private banking-house, be must 
made were the very reverse of the truth, observe, that notwithstanding all that hud 
It was understood that at one of the late pub- been urged on the othef side, the natural 
lie meetings, in the neighbourhood of the and fair conclusion from the noble lord's 
metropolis, a person of high rank and con* conduct ou being informed of the coiniiiu* 
•ideration was heard to say, that high loans iiicatioii from Mr. Uaikes was tins, that he 
and burfehensome taxes proceeded from the was entirely unconscious of any illegality 
speculations of lord Melville and Trotter, sfo far as he knew of the proceedings of 
Ko«r, in point of fact, nothing cpuld Trotter. The impression on tho noble 
more untrue^ and yet could any thing be lord's mind appeared to bo, that no more 
more particularly calculated to mislead money was drawn from the bank by Trotter 
persons incapable of judging, and to in* than was necessary for the convenient dis* 
flame popular prejudices? There were charge of the business of the Navy Ollice. 
other points to which he was not disposed That Jorge sums were transferred by Trotter 

i 
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to a.privatc bank for his own private profit 
with the knowledge of lord Melville, really 
did not seem from this part of tlie case, 
upon wiiich some gentlemen dvveltso much. 
An hon. gent, had taken notice of some 
sums of money which were in ditferent dc- 
acriptions of stock in the name of lord 
JVIelville, at the lime the noble lord retired 
from ofticc. Hut he could absurc the house 
and tliat hon. gent, that if it were not 
that lord Melville was unw'illing to trespa^^s 
on the attention of the house, when he was 
before it yesterday, by a disgusting detail 
of family transactions, he could have easily 
shewn that of these several sums there w:is 
notone which had the least conuection with 
public money or jiuhlic afl'airs, except ing 
that which related to the loyalty loan. 
There was, indeed, a part of the jiropcrty 
alluded to, with which he had himself sonic 
connection, and that part the house might 
be assured was never purchased with puh- 
Vic moncY. I'lie hon. gent, therefore was 
not founded in the insinuations lie threw* 
out with respect to this stock. — Now', as to 
ihc lelcnsci ot which so inucli had been 
said, he eoidd slate, that g^^utlcmen were 
under a consuh'rable mist.ike when thev 
imagined that ssicli an inslrninent couhl 
be rcgislt'U'd w'lihovu publicity. The 
fac.t was, that like all ollu r (leeds in Siot- 
“ land, wbeic there was a clause ot registra- 
tion, it might be iutpc cted at the register 
oilice; and as to the omission of the names 
of the piocuratrirs in the bo<ly of the re- 
lease, which a iiohlc lord I’etty) hud 
last night lemailvcd upon, a sninl'dr omis- 
sion was to be kumd in every Scotch deed, 
the names of the prtj^nralors iie\er being 
kiii»wii until the deed about to be pro- 
ceeded upon. It had been argued by the 
hon. gent, who moved tlie m)]H:achn;eii.C, 
that a concert between lord iNIelville and 
'JVotter respecting this release was fairly to 
be presumed, because, as. the lion. gent, 
stated it, a precept from the Naval Com- 
uir-sioiicrs was issued on the 17 iU of Ja- 
nuary, !80J, requiring a leturu of the ba- 
lances of public money, at several periods, 
in the hands of the treasurer of the navy, 
to ^^j^h precept a return was made 
h^^^bruary, Just about the time gf 
ll^i’ii^Cdtion of tlie release. In this state- 
|j^»t\ fed" conceived that there must have 
a nnstake : for lord Melville being at 
tJ^.pei'iod ill Scotland, it was impossible 
precept could have beep served 
and the return received within 
tli^viiiiie luctiiioned. llaving made cii- 


CMlh— WhUkrt^ftn Motipn for^the » 

quiry upon this pointy he was enabled to 
state positively that no such precept was 
ever served upon lord Melville, nor did he 
know of any precept whatever from the 
Naval Commissioners until that in July. 
1804, which was mentioned in the Tenth 
Ueport. The train of suspicious circuiu- 
sUnces, therefore, which the hon. mover 
Would deduce from the precept allcdged to 
have been issued in Jjinuary, 180:>, was,, 
with rcapect to lord Melville, totally un- 
founded. 

Mr. Elihon contcmled tlwit there wore 
ample grounds for putting lord Melville ou 
his trial. The country at large expected to 
have the matter before them, and the peo- 
ple had a right to know the truth ; winch 
could not be known without a trial. When 
lie saw that tlie money ot his constituents 
had been applied to improper jiurposcs, lie 
felt it liib duty to suppoit the irnpi'ach'- 
moiit, and he trusted theeiKpiiry, winch he 
was sorry to see 50 many gcutlemeii desi- 
rous to avoid, would carry the. noble lord 
free and innocent through the business, ami 
he wished to sec liiin put in a situatioziy 
ill which matters would be settled either ta 
ins honour or his puiiishinout. It was at 
least the duty of the hou&e not to let the 
busiiu-ss go without investigation. 

G. ynnaittart \\'k\s for iustitutiug a 
criminal prosecution ; but the exjwiiice at- 
tendant on an impeaclnnent was so enor- 
mous,that he wished itto be instituted by the 
attorney-general us ii mode most consis- 
tent with economy, and best calculated to 
proiiiolo the ends of public justice. 

Mr. ihinhts regretted lliat the house had 
not come at first to the rosolution of a cri- 
minal prosecution, as Ik; had recommended 
on a former occasion. It had always ap- 
peared to iiirii, hd confessed, thata'^ivil 
\ rosccution could be attended with no ulti- 
mate advantage, and that the only way to 
investigate and sift the matter^ was* by a 
criiniiiul and not a civil suit, lie was 
led, on various grounds, to prefer this mode- 
of proceeding to an impeachment, though 
that he argued was still open. The incotin * 
veniency that the last impeachment had 
caused to many individuals must still be 
fresh in the recollection of the ns 

well as the little honour that accrued to 
them from the result of tlmt proceeding. 
This circumstance alone was suflUcient to. 
induce him to prefer almost any other 
mode of proceeding thaf was at all likely to 
meet the great ends of public justice. It 
had been asserted, however^ by tiiose who, 
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liQ thoiigbt» ought to know better^ that I ta^ly could licit be reckoned iaiferior^^^y 
tiicrc were no proredents tor this proceed- those of the noble lord iu<]uestion^ tiie 
mg : *but there was one to w.lucli he would solutions were carried up to her 
call the attention ol' the house, and which and as it was customary tor the crowirf 
agreed in almost every respect with the that (irpe, and not. the house, to direct pr<i(^^ 
case in fjuestion. It corresponded par. secuLions, she ordered ‘a. proaccutioa 
ticuUirly with the presetU case in the person consequence of the address from the hopi^^ 
being of superior rank. He meant the notwithstanding the duke vyaa not then,»l^ 
case of lord Halifax, who on theiJ7tli of the receipt of any eniolumente froin ofi5cip«P^, 
J.iiiiiaiy 1 70‘J. by certain resolutions of the Those resolutions therefore, it appeared^ 

< onimissioners was found guilty of a breach were not consideml of tbeiiiselveot.a$ 
of ti in not revising the quarterly ac- cient punishment, nor yet the deprivatip% 
counts, as it was the duty of his oilice to of cinoiument that might accompany tbeflai« 
do. It liad been represented as irregular, Bui hod the address been intended to 
and contrary to the principh^s of justice to rate as a snOicioul punishment, it ought tOi . 
lind a person guilty before ordering a pro- have been presented in another shape^au^: 
becutioii : but it was cerLajnly’ tho int>ht iia- to have prayed his majesty to have dUmiyi^ 
tural way to tiiid first the breaciiof the act of sed him from his presence and comiciU ftyjr 
pailiaineiit, and then to order a pru.se- ever, for as things now stood, the noble, 
cnlUiU on tho grouml of that breach of the lunl might be restort'd, at no distant p,e^ 
act. This was cxacllv tJie jiracticc adopted rind, to that situation from which he had 
in regard to lord Halifax. Ho was first been removed. 'I'lic dignity of the. houso 
declared guilty of a breach of trust by tlie could not be pix’served, nor the siilisfactUm 
resolutioiiis, «nd those resolutions were of the public ensured, without a fan* ami ■ 
afierw.irds laid before her maj(*bty, praiing open trial.. It had been aigued that. there;, 
her miijestv that slie would be pleased to were nw new nrcuni'^tauccs to justify any 
give directions to her attorney-general to fartlwr measures, but tins asseition he to-. 
jirobecutc lord Halifa.x for his otiimccs. in tally denied. AVusS the discovery of. Lh«t 
this iii.staiice, therefore, there were three release not a new circumstance? Was ixoc 
diiierrnt steps observable, the resolutions the 10,()(X)1. due by lord Alelville uudeif. 
of a breach of law, the vote to carry up the paymastrrsbip of Mr. Douglas, a nevv 
tliose resolutions to the throne, and the ad- ciicnmstaiice ? And was it not worthy 
dress to herinajebty to direct her aitonicjy- remark, that Mr. Douglas could not havo 
general to institute a prosecution for the advanced that sum to his lordship on tlwi 
same, blit itluKl beonullcdged hy the friends same ground us Mr. Trotter, as he is imt 
of the nolile lord, that iiis rcinoval from his pretemled to have been his private agent, 
majesty's privy council was puuishinciiL andyetnomemurfiudumof itseematobave 
enough in consequence of the resolutions existed in tha oflice ? If such then were lin» 
they had carried up to the throne. But addiiinnul transactions that had come ta 
this removal was not in consequence of any tlioir knowledge, what vfould the public 
inotiqii of the house to that etiect. Uwa^ say should they shut their eyes against 
the of his majesty alone, whici) Jk! had these new discoveries, discoveries made, 
done, not by any address from tliem, but too, contrary to w hat had been asserted ? 
by the advice of his ministers; and it up- Mr. Ca/uiing rose and spoke as follows; 
pcaietl to him tliai they had advised bis —The hon. g«nt. who has just sat dowu 
inajesty wisely, that u person,, so accused, seems to consider that lie bus found ojut.aii. 
us his lordship was, should not be penniued easy solution to all the diflicuhies aad ^un- 
to hold any ofTicial situation. But this \va.s barra^snients that other geutleincii hav# 
merely an ac t of expediency, afid did not conceived this question is involved ip. 
mark any positive degree of guilt, as such He has undertaken to shew that there la 
measures might with propriety be adopted nothing cotitrary to the established usaj^q 
in relation to persons in the lea^t degree and custom of parliauieut in the propjDst| 
suspected, as well as to the most guilty.— ttoo which has been made to you,- anci.^^ 
But the case pf lord Halifax was not the prove this he has cited two inataucefi^ 
only instance that bore on the present wliich he seems to consider perfecUy ap- 
quGslion. In the year 17 tl, when the plicable and similar to the pre^nt casct 
censure of the house was voted against the Iwt which I conceive to be widely dijS; 
duke of Marlborough, who hud done much ferent from it in the moat mateml circuit 
ibr bis country^ *aixd ^hosa services cer- stances* The first instance, which hq n ^.^9 
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tioM » the caifef of Iot^ Halifax, in the 
170tf, when it appears from the jour- 
nals of parliament that the house of com* 
itions presented to the throne the resolu- 
tions which they had entered into with 
respect to that nobleman, and that queen 
Anne 'accordingly directed her attorney- 
ceneral to prosecute ; but the great dif. 
meeiiCe between that case' and the present 
ih this, that the house of conimuns at that 
time announced to her majesty at once 
the grounds of their resolutions, and the 
object of them, aiid the prosecution was 
therefore imniediately ordered. In the 
second ihstance, when the house of com- 
mons voted resolutions expressive of their 
displeasure of certain parts of the conduct 
cif the great duke of Marlborough, the 
crown of itself ordered a prosecution, as 
conceiving the communication of the dis- 
pleasure of the house did at that time im- 
ply a recommendation to the crown to 
commence a prosecution. But how did 
either of those cases resemble the present 
in any point that was material to tlie pre- 
sent discussion ? In lord Melville's case, 
the commons had neither stated to the 
dirown their wish that a criminal prosecu- 
tion should be instituted, nor could the 
resolutions they had entered into bv sup- 
posed to convey that idea. They could 
not be so understood when they were pre- 
sented at the foot of the throne; they 
Were not so understood when they were 
vot^d bv the house. In the case before 
cited, the meaning and the wish of the 
commons were distinctly stated, and the 
natural consequences followed ; but in the 
present instance, the resolutions which 
vrere^first entered into by the house of 
commons, did not express or convey any 
ulterior object, they could not be under- 
stood. to convey tliat which hnd not even 
been stated by those who proposed them. 
In this respect it appears to me thsit there 
wide dUTerenCe between the present 
^ase, and those with which the bon* gent. 
I&iis thought proper to compare it. 'I'here 
atu some o^rvattons which have been 
fkiade another hon, gent. (Mr. Grey) 
16 vdlicn 1 think it necessary to reply. 
He •seems to consider it a most unusual, if 
ftot unj^rliamentary thing for the noble 
lottFerM, spoke yesterday (lord Melville), 
B»d die noble lord who has this day 
SfNsfceb (lord Castlereagb), to comment 
rather frdefy upon these^tesolotions of the 
liouset'ahd to appear not perfectly satis- 
ted with them. I am not e veiy old 


member of this house; but I have sat long 
enough in it to know that it is not at all 
unusual in other cases to refer to the con-' 
duct of parliament both in former tinies 
and in the present, and to express fully 
the opinion that any member fiia/ entertain 
of the votes and proceedings of the house 
when that opinion is necessarily connected 
with the question under discussion. If this 
is a practice in all coinriiun cases, why 
should it not be permitted in cases where 
the legislature liave acted in a judiciiil 
capacity ? Why should not we he as niiieh 
at liberty to speak with fret-doin of these 
resolutions as of other votc< and proceed- 
ings of the house, espeeially v\luni every 
one must acknowledge that they were 
brought forward after a hot debate, and 
adopted with more precipitancy than is 
usual in parliamentary proceedings. I'lie 
hon. gent. (Mr. (5rey) has said not only 
that the noble lord who .-its near me (lord 
Castlercagh), but that lord Melville has 
romplain#'d of the resolutions of the house. 
When lord Melville was perinilted to ad- 
dress this house, I cannot see why he 
should not have liberty of complaining, if 
he thought proper, of tliose rcsoliiiions 
from which be has sutTered so severely. 
But the fact is, that lord Melville did not 
make any complaml.s us to the justice of 
your ^e^•olution^, he did nut make any ad. 
ditional confessions w^bich he had before 
refused to make, but he confined hirncelf 
to explaining several circumstances, which, 
without his explanation, might have been 
cuinplrtely niisuiidersfood .by the housed 
and. in whicii he conceived he had been 
misunderstood. He contended that he 
had been mi.<understood, if it was ever 
supposed that he had meant to admit ^fhat 
he knowingly permitted Mr. Trotter to 
draw the jiuMic money from the bank for 
bis own gain, or that he had at all autho- 
rized those speculations which had been 
made in discounting bills and buying stock, 
if the house had been mista^;i^ in their 
construction of his evidence, why should 
he not be at liberty to explain it, and to 
shew that they were mistaken in the con«i 
elusions they had drawn t If the' housd 
supposed that lord Melville hud permitted 
; or consented to the drawing money out of 
the bank for the private emolument; of 
Mr. IVotter, or any other, at least 
soppositiou could not rest on any adtoii* 
sion of lord Melville, and could hardly be 
deduced feoni the tenths report ; for by 
referring to the evidence of lord MelviOe, 





in page 142 of the report^ it wouM >iseeii 
that u'hat lord Melville admitteii he bad 
authorized Mr. Trotter to draw for, was 
merely so much public money as was ne- 
cessary for the payment of the assign- 
ments from the rlitferent ollic<^:s, and for the 
small payments. The sense that those 
words would convey to any impartial and 
unprejudiced mind would certainly not be 
so coni;trued as to be conceived an admis- 
sion of an authority to Mr- Trotter to draw 
other money than what b so mentionedi 
and for other purposes ; not for the objects 
expressly stated, but for his own private 
emolument. If from other circuinsiuiices 
you can infer, that a greater degree of 
guilt attaches to lord Melvillei that may 
be a ditl'erent question ; but certainly it 
should be distinctly understood that there 
is nothing in lord Melville's admission 
from which it can be presumed that he 
either authorized or knew of any iinpruper 
use being made by Mr. Trotter of the 
pioney drawn from the bank ; or that he 
ever imagined that Mr. Ti otter could 
have derived any other advantage, except 
that small premium, whichf in some parts 
of the country, is given, on the deposit of 
large sums at a private banker's. From 
the evidence of lord Melville, it appean? 
highly doubthil whether he could have con- 
ceived that he was at all violating either 
the U tter or the spirit of the law. It ap- 
pears highly doubtful whether, in fact, he 
did violate the lau. It is :iiy decided opi- 
nion, that It no other iiiuxiey was drawn 
from the bank than what vvas necessary for 
the pavinenC of the assigiuxients, and for 
the .smaller payments, there was no viola- 
tion of the law'. Upon this point many 
genclenien, both in this house and out of 
H, are completely mistaken ixi their opi- 
nion, when they consider the (mention as 
merely drawing money from tne bank of 
Kiigland, and putting it into, a private 
bank. If the money was legally drawn 
out of the bank, the question is not be* 
tween the bank of England and Messrs. 
CotUtM, it is not that the house of Messrs. 
Coutts has been substituted for tlie bank, 
but it has been substituted for the iron 
chest in the office, where the money might 
have been kept in a manner more agree- 
able to official form but not with more 
lecurity. The question of security is not 
between the bank md Messrs. Coutfs, but 
it is between the iron chest at the office, 
(which is in some degree exposed to the 
various persons about the office), anc) the 


private beoker:.^ end, in this vieiiwofriA# 
subject, i do pot hMtate to say^ thet%- 
think the security of the private banker, ifi 
greater than tfiat^of the iron* chest.. . 
there would have been no ^vk>liaipii of Jtbi^ 
law in leaving the money so dniwn 001 * 111 ^ 
the iron chest, I will contend that it is net 
violation to leave ft ki ijbe hands of a pri^ 
vate banker. If, again, instead; of 
money so drawn from Um bank, bei^ 
by the paymaster in the hands of bis prib 
vate banker, it had been left in the ba^ 
of sub-accountants, that would have been 
more agreeable to thfi forms of t^ofltesfA^ 
but certainly it would not be safelror tbn 
public. The question, therefore, appesfk 
to me to be, whether lord Melville autl^ 
rised any other -money to be drawn IW>m 
the.bauk than what might legally be drawnt 
and it is my opinion Um public has suffer^ 
nothing, the law has suffered nothing,^lio||; 
a bajr of its head has been violated. If t 
was asked, whether 1 would prefer plaeing 
the balances in my bands in the iron chest 
of the office, > or in the hands of a private ^ 
banker, .1 should now certainly prefor the 
iron chest ; not that 1 think it mpre se- 
cure, nor yet as secure, but because, aftfr 
the dreadful experience of the xonse^ 
quences uhic:h might result to me perr 
sonully from lodging it ut a private bankfi'si 
after s<.‘eiijg the iiiisfortune which it bus 
oevaiioned to lord Melville, t should not 
venUiie to do so, even if 1 were cunvince4 
in my own judgment that it was the safor 
and the better way. Without dwelUiig 
longer on the dUausting ttansactioas of 
Mr. Trotter and bis accounts, 1 sb^Id 
wish to ask gentlemen on the other side,., do 
they believe the evidence of lord MelvUie, 
or 4o they uoi ; or do they only Itelieyu 
such parts of it as makes for tbepif 
reject all that makes against them f If you 
do believe the evidence of lord MelvillOt 
howfcunany person, 14 conscience or m 
sense, reject that account which' he gaitO 
at first, without the least disguise^ .aa ta bid 
knowledge of Mr. Trotters gainS|, ai^ 
which be has again distinctly explained, in 
his speech last night ? . What coul()>;;^ 
more natural than for him to suppose, 
Trotter might derive some small 
ment, in the nature of a per ceutege, , 

Uie money deposited by him. in the |i%it4l 
of Lis private banker f Such ia t]|i| uni* 
versa! custom in Scotland; gnd I Imyu 
OHufe particular enquiries, anyd find it is 
custom al^ at many of the country bn^ilui^ 
in this country, with many of opr.prmc^aj 
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itterchants, ftiitf even with some bankers 
in London. It was natural lor him to sti|)- 
pOM! timt this Was all the profit which INlr, 

, Trotter ma^te, and that a siiiaH o.iid inci- 
d^htal advantage of that sort was not 
contrary to tlw law. It could not then be 
contrary to the custom ot parliament, or 
to the rcs|)e(:t doe to this lajose, to speak 
iVeely on tlioM* topics uj>on w hich the re- 
>Bolutioiis may have been grounded. The 
time is now coma when we must see that 
is absolutely necessarv for us to review j 
thccvdience uimn w hich the resolu lions were ! 
grohn^^. While we kept ibc busiuc'^s in ^ 
CHir ovni hands, it was sullicicnt for us if 
ifcfe ivere satisfied with flie evith'iue ; but 
when we go further, and projiose prosecu- 
tions, we must consider whether wv have 
ony evidence that can legally supjioit llie 
conclusions we would wi^ili to draw. In 
our procct?dings in this house, il is incum- 
bent on the party ttccusccl to bring forward 
evidence lo discharge himsoh ; but if we 
are determint'd to send the matter to be 
tried before other tribunals; it is we that 
must bring forward legal e\ifl(*nce to sup- 
port our proseemion, and, therefore, he- 
tore wc decide on a prosecution, it appears 
to me absolutely iiecer^sary lo consider 
wliether lh<‘re has been any evidence which 
would logally' be siillieient to tupjx^rt it. 
It has been admitted by almost every 
gentleman wlio has spoken on this subjict, 
that if there had appeared nothing more 
against lord Melville than what was on tlic 
tVu'e of the leiilh report, it would be iiicon- 
tfi^ent with die former decisions of llie 
'house to jiroposo any new measure of pn- 
lushnient. i hey allow that the loss of his 
Ctitiiation as first lord of tlie admiralty, 
and his name being siretlv out of the list of 
privy emmsedievs, was as gnnit punishment 
ae the house of commons meant to inflict 
-for the violation of law stated in the tenth 
report ; and they say, that if notiiin^ new' i 
had apj^earod in the present report, it 
-would be mijnst and inconsistent lo pro- 
pose now any thing moie than what has 
been already proposed. I slmll therefore 
rtmsider, what it is that has now been dis- 
closed which aggiavatts the comjilcxion 
hf 4lwt guilt which appeared on the face 
of the tenth report. At the time that' you 
ptfsfcd those resolutions, it was confessed 
Ihousund pounds of the public 
tWHi^ been diverted to purposes not 
since that lime forty thousahxl 
have been accounted for in a nian- 
perfectly satisfactory 'to many 


gentlemen, and certainly in a manner that 
cannot be considered by any body as an 
aggravation. Where then is your new 
fact ? You passed those res<diinons when 
sixty thousand pounds w-ere iinaccowntcri 
for, and now you are culled u))on to t.ike 
much severer measures, when only iwcnty 
thousand pounds remuin to be accounted 
for. Ou the resolutions you first passed, 
lord Melville has been puniahc'd-— most 
severely punished. I cannot conceive w hat 
stiifi' that man's hc;art is made of, who can 
say he haa not bc^n jninished. It now 
turn> out, that tlie gvcalrr ]’art ol the 
money, wdnch was then unaceonntecl for 
is now pertbctly and satisfactorily ar- 
eoui5t*‘d lv)r; and that what at fil^t an- 
jicared 2 o ilh gul, will hardly now be called 
any thing inoic than irregiiLir. 'I’he tc;ii 
thousand ]>ounds which lord Melville cc-n- 
fesscs he borrowed from Mr. Trotn r, for 
his subscription to the loyalty loan, and 
which he adclv^ arris rcplacsd, was not n 
ciicumstanee, which, standing by itsxdf, 
could at all induce such a degree ot su*-- 
picion, as to be a ground for vt ry vindic- 
tive proceeding*^. As to the great inipiu- 
dcnce of lord Mohillc about his piivalc 
affairs, J am perlectly ready ly admit it. 

I consulcr that it was most highly ini).ru- 
dent in Iiiin to ha\(! employed the same 
man with whom he was connected in cOjcu 
to be his piivate agent. For lliisinipiu- 
denco he has paid most deaily ; and cer- 
tainly, if, iiislcad of employing Mi. 'rrot- 
ter as his agent, he had employed any 
other peisgn (»f jiroperty or connections, 
il would ha,ie been no extraordinary di'- 
maiid lor a pcrst/ii in his situation, and 
with Ills inconu', lo u[)ply to liis agent to 
procure him the means of subsr ribing tcu 
thousand pounds to the loyalty loan, 
jwhitdi, as his lordship expressly stated 
yesterday, he intended to sell out imme- 
diately alter the instalments were paid. 
'I'his w'oulfl certainly have been an accom- 
modation no greater than he might liave 
expected from any other agent, and it Is 
only from the circumstimcc of Mr. Trot- 
ter being at that time paymaster of the 
navy, that this sum of ten thousand pounds 
makes so cunsiderahle a figure in that ac- 
count. To this imprudence in appointing 
Mr. Trotter his 'private agent was addedf, 
tlm imprudence of Colliding too much in 
him,^and a negiiveiice in not Watching him 
as be ought, liis confidence was mis- 
pFiiced, mid he wa^ blameablc in not sutfi- 
ciemly watching him ? but surely that wiu* 
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ncit ^ sort of bkmA which wowld^ever'io- 
diice the bouse to add to tfte severity af 
tiie fkunishineiu they bad already. indicted, 
As to the point of the , rele£i$cs« an hoii. 
gent* (Mr. Bond) had stated them as i) 
they had been locked up in a private 
bos, and were intended to be carefully 
concealed from every eye. 1 Xhiak 1 have 
a right to complain of the hqn. gent.*s 
s^Uting such a thing as ibis, on an occasion 
of such groat importance, when it is im-* 
possible tor him to know the fact to be us 
he has stated, and when I lirmly believe 
the fart, to be entirely otlicrwdse. He 
.seems to speak with doubt of the register- 
ing, and considers the execution of that 
paper as j)roof of a conspiracy between 
lord ^Melville and Mr. Trotter. This cir 
cumstauce has already been explained, and 
it can hardly be imagined that lonl Mel- 
ville could be so foolish as to contrive 
weak a plan for executing a deed, to do 
tliat whi/.Ii could be done as effectually 
without a deed, and without admitting any 
other person into the secret, it has bcru 
urgetl as an aggravation to the criminality 
of violating the law, that he hinisclf was' 
the maker of it; on the other hand it 
might full as well be argued, that in a case 
of the doubtful construction of an act of 
parliament, he who made the act was most 
likely to understand the nieaning of it; It 
would be hard that his authority should be 
counted as nothing in the construction of 
the act, but that it should be reckonerhas 
a great aggravation of his offence in vio- 
lating not his construction of the act but 
yours. It has been said, tlilt lord MeU 
villcV bill was exactly the same as that 
for regulating the paymaster of the army, 
and that the cases were precisely similar. 
There, however, was a very marked dis- 
tinction between them. In the army the 
detailed payments were made by the dif* 
fereut army agents, and the payments 
made at the paymaster's office were so few 
and so simple, that there could be, no oc- 
casion for drawing money from the ^nk. 
The reason of' lord Melville’s bill Was, 
however, very different ; before that time 
almost every successive treasurer of fhe 
navy, on quitting the office, carried With 
him large balances of the public limaey, 
and w^ resi^psible for the payments due 
in his time ; me consequence of which was, 
that there were at . the same time no less 
than three ex-treasurers of the navy, all ' 
having large balances in their bands. To 
remedy these inconveniences, lord MeU 
VoL. V. • ‘ 


vilteV aotvl^rpylded that,, in fact, . 
should he in future but one .treasurer 
havy ; that each, at his dcpa>itUTefft!Of9.w: 
lice, should baud over his balat^es to. ? 
successor, and that those different, baidnij^ /; 
should be foriqed .intQ an aggregate so i^r , 

which should be deposited in inn 
and only drawn oat under certain circaai^ > 
stances. Cotildany thing be mo/eiibsQi^ ; 
than to suppose, that when lord hie](Vilft 
framed this law he had itin hiacantenijpfal^ ^ 
lion to break it, and to break itigra con$^ 
deration so very triff ixig snd pajiiy as those 
sums ate which he is supposed to ^ 

ed from the employment of the p^mic WiOff 
ney ? I have also informed, from eur 
quiries 1 lately made at the bank, th^ 
the original power given by lord ■ 

ville to At r- Trotter was very strictly drawsi^ 
up ancl worded, and perfectly agreetibl0»t<r 
the act. The reason I can speak positively 
oil that fact is thisr I culled at the- bank 
laudy to k now' what was the proper form o£ 
an authority to give to a paymaster whom- 
I lately appointed. I was then given the 
form of.lgrd Melville's power to Mr. Trot.- 
ter, as being much more . strictly drawn 
than any of the preceding powers. I 
tioii this circumstance, to shew that lord 
Melville could not at that time have had 
any deliberate intention of violating JliiS' 
own act, and if he almost immediately did' 
allow Mr.. Trotter to dr.aw money from thg 
bank in a manner that appears to ^tbui 
bouse a violation of IbO law^ it could only 
have been that he construed the law updo 
this point differently from the manner in 
which the house has since construed iU 
I must again ask, where are the new facts 
which should now induce the house to in* 
diet new^ and severer punishment ? We all 
recollect the impression that was on the 
public mind at the time those ixsolutions 
were passed; we then heard of the im* 
mense prodts, of the enormous goifne 
which lord Alelville must have nfade of ika* 
public money, and now those euormouft 
profits are diminished so far that by' the 
highest stutement they do not exceed two 
thousand pounds per annum. 1 must con* 
fess I was astonished at this falling off, and 
nothing can ajppear clearer to me than; that 
the supposed injury, which it was thought 
the public liad received^ has noAv dwindled 
into almost nothing. It ceruinly^ Will isDt 
he. said that this sum of twq. .thousand > 
pKtnnds was the occasion of fresh loans and 
taxes. 1 agree most perfectly with the ob» 
servation of lord Melville yesterday,^ that 
2 B 
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tli 9 iitne not far ilbt^nt when the uni^-l hears me*, whether it. ever c6uld have beer\ 
tural jiiagriitiKle. te which the ofj^nce ,i^i( the iateuliea>of ttTetioush to inilict tlieir 
i^encc it wai^} ha$ heeu swelled would suW puimhEoents at differcut tlmefy to wakj as 
side, and his clmr^tcr be rescoed froin it weiSt ULitil his striijues were healed, iu 
the obloquy which now, attcuds i.t/^ Vih order to give additional torn)ent, and to 
4er the circupstauce of the great confusion prolong the pain ? This would not be suita* 
1^ mixture in Mr. Trotter’s accounts, was bio to the genius or disposition of the peu« 
itpossiblefor lord Melville to say positively ,ple of this country, it would not bo the 
ti'hcther he had or had not received some road to public favour; on the contrary^ 
profit from the public money ? No muu can "the way to public favour in this couiiiry 
say positively whether or not he has^received ; would be by that of justice, to hear all, ta 
public money- If a inau sells his horse, it enquire into .all, and to punish once fur all i 
is iin|)ossible for him to say» whether what but even this seventy is not equal to some 
he receives as the price of it is or is not lother people's mercy. I’he hou. iiieniber, 
public money. T^e circumstances under who has recommended what he l.as called 
wliich the examinatioii ofjord Melville tht^ lenient course, wishes to deprive him 
took place were sonrewhat extraordinary, even of the privilege of being tried by his 
He received a very polite note from the j)eers« U should be considered, llial nieti 
commissioners of naval enquiry, icquest- iu high situations are much exposed to the 
jpg his atteiidancr. to explain to them the .envy of men comparcitively little, who 
manner of (b/mg bnainctss in the ofiiee of would have plca^’ure in trampling on IIiosq 
the treasurer of the navy, lie attended who once were high and great.. On this 
the iiiVitati^ni without in the Toast ^uspert- account, I think be ought to bt; tried by 
ing that the cxunoiiiiation w*as to be. pointed l4ie pcerc^, if there should be any occasion 
against him.' A few questions wtre asked to try him at all. 1 must confess that I 
him,, to which be replied.. They then print- iVcl, however, ranch astonislieil that there 
ed their report, and this wa.'j what was callt d should be gentlemen who seem to wish that 
his trial. If a luun, without any notice the ci\il suit should be &loi>pcd, merely in 
that any cbaige was iiitended against him, hopes a greater pr.nishmeat might be ob- 
should be requested by a judge's hitter to taiued by the ci nuinal prubccutioii ; but 
C^e to the Old lhiile\,. and should thvrj^' that it* that failed, llw^y, would like to havo 
be asked a few (pjcatiou.s would that be retoiir?c to the civil suit agaiiK 1 hope 
considered os u trial ? The questions in thu tiiat such a sentiment as tliis will never bo 
case were all prepared and concerted, the genewllyfclt in ihb country, and that such a 
miswers were given without suspicion and I conduct wall never bu adopted by this house, 
without time for mucbcoufeidcratioiu There Mr. Erag^t said, that if the right 

[s a sum of live thousand pounds, which, it hou.gent. who had sat down (Mr. Can« 

appeari, was but lately replaced, but until ning) tii(}u|||t ^^incercly that it would con-^ 
lately there was no one autliori^/ed to re- duce to the luccrostof viscount Melville in 
c;eive it. As to the business of Jeilicoe,. it the minds of the members of that house, 
is> eoufo&sed on ail bonds,, that the debt was that it would add to the honour and cha- 
contracted before lord Melville's treasurer- racier of that noble lord, tithe r with the 
lUid the only blame attempted to house or the cuuatry, to me nt Uni. in the 
laid, to bis charge in this respect is,, that manner be had done the moliuii made by 
bi^viug it’in hi| power to ruin Mr. Jellicoe Ins right lion, friend (Mr, Bond), he was 
oucc,.b^, prefciTud oudung some ar- certainly right iu doing so ; but in this he 
r,augem^t 9 .by which somcpa^l of tlie debt diHered inlirely frurq the right' hon, gent.; 

recovered foi;the public. The very cIn i^ncl thought, therefore*, it w'as his particu- 
cuuutauce of the ^at default of J^Ir.Jelr lur chity to give bis reasons lor suppocting 
llnoe servea to proye, that It w'lis saicr that the motioix of umeudineut brought forward 
,t|ic balMXK’^s of public money jsbbuld be left by bis right bon. friend, being conscious 
^ the ^ands of the paymaster or bis pri- tliat it did not merit those sarcastic epU 
yi|,lc baiiker,. tlmu that it should continue, thets which had been applied .to it. Ho 
a$ it had dn^before., in the bands pf fail- thought the rigjit hon. geni. wlip spoke last, 
ofothWMr* ieIljc^.^^ bod been very much niistli^n j;elative to 
I . bay&K^pF^^goue through the 'i^rinqp^ an Article; naipely, the release*. It had 
gVbujyj|f|||^n . nhich tho^e resoUitio^- ap- been vauntuigly said, by moje than one 
to have been founded, and 1 hon. that his right lion, friend wan 

^ the feehu^ of every man who ignorant oS the laws of Scotland| and al* 



togetlcr wrong in- having- as:^ert^4 
deeds in Scotland ne'^ QOt ' be'iTc^isitiOfCd* 
He Was certain ihis most proceed upon a 
most palpable mistake. His right hoo; 
friend had not maintained any such posi- 
tion. He had only said, that a deed in 
Sr:otland might be recorded, and very of- 
ten was so, without the contetrts being at 
all known, the title and date, with the 
names of the parties, being the whole that 
was recorded. It now tunwd out, however, 
that this deed, instead of being recorded, 
was in such a state as thait it would not 
perhaps ever be recorded. The names of 
the procurators were not put to it, nnd 
without ihcse it never could be recorded. 

, With respect to the motion itself, as brought 
forward by his right hon. friend, it hail, in 
order to avoid all objeotioiie, been drawn 
tip in the same fcu‘m as those motions have 
generally been, It*h«id always, he be- 
lieved, been usual to leave to the attorney- 
general .the mode of* commencing the pro- 
secution, and of applying every circuni 
t?tance that might tend to render it eti'ectiiak 
As such, the inotiun was generally worried, 
60 as to leave the wholes to hie conduct, 
discretion, and superior legal knowledge. 
With regard to the particular situation of 
the house relative to the proceedings which 
had already taken ])lace, he, for his own 
pai-t, savr' no didiculties but such as wore 
of their own creating. If it could be 
shewn they had done any thing which was 
actually done, or which it would be better 
not to have done; there was u plain and 
obvious track for the hou^^o pursue, 
they inigljt retrace their owl|Pfeteps. The 
other house of parliament, iti a ease of a 
similar tendency to the present, had fiir. 
weeks past been ^ing die same, and he' 
was confident that house might proceed in 
the way proposed, without aay disgrace or 
merited censure. The * question was not > 
whether there should be any investigation I 
at all, but whether the investigation should 
take place thitougb the ipedium of a civil 
suit, or a criminm prosocutioo. It was for 
the house to consider and deteriutne that 
point, and Co proceed accordingly* In 
his opinion new matter hadcertaanly arisen 
out of the last report. Thence oixmc the 
question on vrhieH so much had .elf^eody 
been said, relative to’ tho and to 

the 2S,000l. which hftd not before temi dt 
all explained. These futts, he woiddil- 
low, were not new in allegation, but they 
were so in point of proof, and unquestio- 
nably new facts ‘ would arrant now pro- 


kistkci£Hf4 tike^jttstiiceto the 
was its due, aiid ^ which was at ^sresetn 
lohdiy and' university <aUcd iu 
queiice cif ttmse very traosactioos, 
only be obtained by a civil suit, In.hM' 
opinion, it was perl^ly fruitless to hope 
or expect any such thing; It was, 
fore, tor the htjwse to decide^ %vbeiher they" 
would try viscount Melville by civil smti. 
which could produce nothing in fawut' 
of the public, for that strongest of all re^ 
sons that had been so often mentionedii 
namely, that the pa]3ers'^ and voucher^ 
which could alone furuish the necessary 
proof against him, were all destroyed; or; 
whether they would call the noble viscoupt 
to account by prosecuting him in a crimi* 
^ way, and thereby endeavouring to ob«. 
tain justice, and a due degr.ee of punkh- 
meut for the connivance he had been guilty 
of, and* the share he bad taken in the ille^ 
gul disposition of the public money which 
hud cOme to liis' bands, t^d of wbicli'he 
had repeatedly avowed he would give no 
account. He thought, therefore, there^ 
wjMi very good ground to proceed, and that 
it was absolutely necessary they should 
so. If viscount Melville was innocent, 
the house had done too mucli, and juMj^ 
would require they should retrace flw 
steps. If the noble lord was guilty, the bouse 
had not done enough ; and the duty they 
ow'ed ibemsclves, as well as that they 
owed the cowntry, demanded they should 
proceed, and bring him to that punishment 
wliich it might on a fair trial be found Im 
deserved ,-w-Fhc righ^ bou. gt\ut. tben ad., 
verted to what had been said relative i9 
the -evidence which lie lutd given before the 
eomBiissioi^ers of naval dhquiry, as to the 
reason for bis altering the mode of drawing 
moilby from the bank, during the time he 
was in the office of (treasurer of the navy^ 
He thought the best way he could pursue^ 
in Older to put. tlie house into the real 
possession of at, was, to read it from the 
printed evidence; wlj/tch he occordin^y 
did, and it appeared thereby, that on the 
commissioners of naval enquiry asking him; 

what was his reason fm* altering the mode 
of drawing money out of die bank to ,hhfv 
tised for naval purposes?” He answei^^* 
because he thought it inconsistent with 
the act of parliament, and tf^at It waa has 
duty "to* remedy immediately thht irregu^ 
The house would see^tbat he had 
mentioned it as an irregularity Only. Ho 
thought, howeveri that money drawn from 
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1l]» bank in order to be employed in pri-jof:his right hon. friend, 
vato purposes^ or for any other that twtim Mr» Hj/der contended that the course 
not navalt was a direct violation of the nowproposed was contrary to all the princi-* 
spirit oi the act. lie then adverted to the pies and the analogy of the law'of Kiigland, 
10,0001. as . matter of rriminal charge, nanjely, that after a man had received a 
and said, it was asserted it could not be so, sentence, and that sentence was inflicJed 
bercause it was used before the act passed on him, for any thing, he was not to he 
Of that; however, there was no certiiinty. punisheil further for what might be caileci 
And where money was grantetl for public the aggravation of his oftence. I'hc lu>nse 
purposes, to apply it to private, was un- had passed a resolution declaring ihnt the 
doubtedly gross inalversatioi), as many re- noble lord had misapplied the* public nu»- 
cent cases would plainly shew-. There ney, that \v*is the corpus ddkti; what 
svere some minister?; and many persons in had since been discovered in the last re- 
public olhces, who had ibeir salai ies very port was only an aggravation of that of- 
coiisiderably increased, in couhideration fence, 

of their relinquishing their right of taking The forncj/ ^General ohfivr\eL]^ on tlic 
fees. Now, if any of those ministers, course of the proceeding as far as the house 
persons in publioothces, p<dice magistrates, -had gone already, that ns to the qucbtinn 
end others, were to receive the which bad been put to him in the course 

end the fees also, he should think they of the debate, whether the civil suit al- 
were guilty of a direct'breach of tlie law, .ready instituted in this case would ocra> 
end ought to be punished accordingly. The sion any iuipediintsut, he had to answer, 
right hon. gent, (Mr\ Pitt) had admitted that the proceeding in that mutter would 
on a former occasion, that the sum ot be as Wreclual as it t!ie bill had been tiled 
’30,0(X)L was not satisfactorily accounted in the court of exchequer on liie laht day 
for. How then W“as the bouse to obtain of the last tcim, although as yet it had 
that satisfaction ? He had already said, it not been tiled ; iind this he bud a K-s tamed 
cibuld not be hud by a civil suit* It must, from, because he thought it iiif? duty to 
•therefore, be by some other. He did not wait the event of the report of the coin- 
for any harsh measures ; but the mittee sitting on that subject, to sec how 
dffiiury expected, and was entitled to sa- ftir new light might be lot in i»u the sub- 
tisfaciion. If the punishment the noble Ject; and so far was ho from agricing wifh 
lord had already suffered, should be found, bis learned friend behind (nm, that nothing 
on a trial, to be too great, it would be the which had ansen from the last report couhi 
duty of the house to address his majesty be made part of a civil proceodin", that he 
to have him restored to the honours of entertained a dilierent view of the point, 
which he had been deprived. If he was and some part of that report made a sab- 
found deserving t4iak punishment, the judg- stantial gf^P^d of charge. Another ques- 
ment of the court would confirm it, and tion had been put to him, whether or not 
the country would have justice.^ At all h© could state to the bouse, that the civil 
avents, he thought the noble lord's iiiiio- proceedings that bad been instituted could 
cence, which was now loaded with so chirk form any bar to u criminal proceeding? Ho 
a cloud of suspicion, never could be fiiir’y could only say, that as to bar, they un- 
proved to the satisfaction of the public, questionably iurmed none ; buthesubniit- 
but by a fair and impartial trial. Theques- ted to (be discretion of the house, that if 
tion, therefore, fonthe house to determine* it wished to be governed by analogy, and 
at present was, whether it would be pro to proceed us in any- other place than tb|t 
peY, after the steps \hey had already taken, house would be absolutely, of course, tlio^ 
to sit down and content themselves with a civil proceedings would form a comjid^tc 
di^il suit, which could not affect the new and invincible obstacle; and he trusted the 
inatier?' or whether they would adopt one house would not do that which in the 
of. the two motions proposed by way of hands of any other. prosecutor would be h 
* flccoinplisbing a proper punislrment,if gOtlt' proceeding rejecting great disgrace on him. 
should be.^nroved, or of convincing the The bouse could not, consisteittly ^ith jus- 
world of: the ndble lord’s mnbeence, should" ttoe, go on with two proceedings at once, 
he be acquitted of the matters .laid* to his With respect to the ameudinentof his right 
charge? He was sorry to have troubVi^he hon. friend, if carried, he^ as attorney- 
]>ouse so long; Init he thought it necessary general^ would be put into an exceedingly 
to give his reasons for voting for the motion disagreeab]esituation;.becausO; if thehouae 



S77] 


rAIUUpEBAm 



should direct the aitome}vgeneTal to pro* 
ceed fur atl the matters containf^ io the 
tenth report* he would take-tb^ liberty 
asking whether he was to run the risk of a 
failure, by omitting to slate that which 
might be important to ensure conviction, 
and by adopting only that which might 
appear to him to b© matter of aggravation? 
Now, op that part of the sufc^ci which re- 
lated to Mr. .lellicoeyjp knew not how to 
make that iiiatter of Jmrge against the no- 
ble viscount without a specific vote for that 
purpose, lie apprehended that he should 
require a direction of the house in many 
other paitK'uIars before he could exhibit 
them as matters of charge against the no- 
ble viscount, in tlie event of the house 
agreeing to come to a criminal proceeding 
against him. lie should require directions 
frv)ni the house in a distinct statement what 
the points were which lie was to make*, the 
subject of charge. If the house, said he, 
should order me to prosecute my lord Mel- 
ville on the legal guilt, my lord Melville 
must be convicted either on an impeach- 
ment or indictment ; but on his legal guilt 
lie has already been condemned, for that le** 
gal guilt IS constituted by the misapplica- 
tion of the public money ; the aggravation 
of that olleiicG is in the coarse which that 
proceeding took, and it does appear to me 
to be quite a novel proceeding for the house 
to go on the corpus delicti^ and after having 
Juid the effect of a criminal proceeding, 
that is, after it has produced punishment 
for the olfeiice, to proceed to a new prose- 
riitiou on the aggravation ofjUat charge. 
This is ejuite inconsistent witi||tlie rules of 
law, and repugnant to the principles of 
justice. If an indictment was found against 
a pereon for an assault, and he was con- 
victed of a common assault, and it was af- 
terwards discovered that the assault was 
committed with intent to kill, or to commit 
a robbery', that would be a great aggrava- 
tion of the crime ; but if the party were 
acquitted of that part of the charge, and 
found guilty of the common assault, and 
it was proposed to try him again on ac- 
count of a subsequent discovery, he could 
plead in bar to the charge that he had been, 
already convicted ^ but, in prosecution at | 
the instance of this house, a defendant lias { 
not that advantage, because you have no | 
technical record of the trial to which you 
could refer. You have not that farmrof a 
criminal court of justice, but you are in 
substance aud effect a criminal court of 
justice, add you should tiicrofore not ren- 


der it imppseible for a person accused 
fore you to obtain substantial justicet^l:l9^i^ 
charging him with the aggravation of, an 
offence after you have preceded to 
him for the deiicii; that would. .ilO. 

I absolutely unjust, and by which you would 
be availing yourselves of your own want of 
rules, by which the accused may protect 
himself in any other court appropriated to 
the administration of justice. You are 
I not in a situation in which you can proceed 
justly to ulterior punishment, for what <apr 
I pears to you to be what is called aggravOf 
I tion of an offence. Ilow would the charges 
I be constituted ? What makes the misap* ' 
plication of the public money the principle 
of an offence, and what aggravates it, would 
perhaps be difficult even for a lawyer to 
state correctly. 'I he aggravation of tbn 
^ crime is no distinet part of the crime it* 

* seif, and it is inconsistent with the princL- 
ples of the criminal justice of the countiy 
to proceed for the aggravation after pur 
nishment is inflicted for the crime itself; 
and, therefore, I trust the house will not 
adopt that mode of proceeding. You have 
brought y'ourscKes into this difficulty, and 
gentlemen now candidly confess they fed , 
the force of it. It is an embarrassment 
which the house ought to feel, for 
not proceed now without interfering wKh 
the merciful administraiion of justice, which 
I trust will always be the British adminis** 
tiationol jusiire; and therefore I hope, oft' 
Uie l^t reffection 1 can make on the sub* 

! jeet, mat gentlome*^ (however they may 
regret the circumstance) will feel that they 
have now no option. 1 know that ths 
has Uie same effect as if lord hlelville was to 
be pronounced not guilty on a crioiinal 
charge; but I will go no farther; if the 
house had not proceeded as it did, the 
case woi^ now be necessarily presented m 
a different point of view, because, as it 
stands, there would be ho answer as to iiie 
misapplication in point of law of the ten 
thousand pounds ; it would be a miappU- 
cation of the public money, for which ho 
might have been liable to punishment if 
lie had not. been punished. already.. The 
misapplication of the public money iuhia 
hands,^for which he did not account wqold 
be a case, which the constitutional jealousy 
of this house would entertain as a^seriotts , 
charge* ' 1 tlierefore am prepared to say* 
ah. far from being of opinion there is no le- 
gal gaUt in the case of my lord Melville, 
that 1 am by no means assured,! f the house 
hadftol; proceeded as it has doiiealthady» 




T di^l^ noit ' liave^ voted for ili$ ttw^ 
peacbment; ^ut I am now prepared toaay; 
that gaiHlemen on the .other bide would 
have had iny vote to«nigi)t, if they Jmd 
taken my adviee to wait until they had dib- 
covered^.as far as they have been enabled 
to discover, what the nature was of tho par- 
, ticular charges against my lord Melville. 
If they had proceeded morn quietly, more 
alowly, hut not tfec less surely for the at- 
‘ taiiunent of justice, the case woidd have 
sn^d very diirerently from whnt it now 
dees. Tlie hon. gent, says, that tlie ma« 
jority of the public has been greatly w'lth 
Lisa ; but bn the subject on which we are 
now debating, there is a prevailing and a 
growing sentiment in the public opinion. I 
stiy, 1 do believe that at this moment tlierc 
is a prevailing and a growing sentiment in the 
public mind, that the hon. genU would 
have given fairer advice to tho bouse, and 
acted in a safer and better way for the at«- 
tainmentof his object (which was, I have no 
doubt, tbe object of justice), if he had ab^ 
ataiAed from proceeding to a vote on any 
part of the case, before he knew tlie whole 
of 4t. If ttiti house should now adopt 
the mode proposed, it would be to deliver 
over ibc noble lord to the certainty of a 
conviction of an offence for which he has, 
been already punished ; for it is impoesi- ! 
ble that be should obtain an acquittal, and, ’ 
therefore, it must he in reairty pursuing' 
that system which 1 pressed tiie house to' 
resist; instead of which 1 take the Jiberty^ 
to recommend to tb*house that wmch is 
tlie true character of the British adminis- 
tration of justice, by which this rule is 
established,’ that nfier punishment is in- 1 
dieted for any crime, you shdl not .oddi 
another punishment on account .of yoiiri 
fcaving afterwards discovered fnune new cir- 
cumstalnce which constitutes utuaggra..i- 
aion of the guilt, Ceollemen eay the no- 
bfe lord docs, not desire or covet a trial, 
which they say ke ought to do. It is im- 
possible that be should be acquitted; every 
body admits, there is legal guilt; H is quite 
clear^there is legal guilt. Why then, what 
Cj^ortunity can the noble lord wish for to 
go to trial, in order to he acquitted f Jie^ 
daijmot be acquitted ; and tiiose who wish 
him to appear on his trial for what they 
]mve already punisiied him' for, forget the 
.principle luT British justice, moderation, 
ondixli0^i end 1 liopa tfie house wHi not 
hi a way by which, an ordinary 
^mibculur would disgrace himself. 

then rose to repl/f and 


spoke Irt sufotant^* «d follows,:-— •sir; in 
the cotitse of the long debates which Iwvo 
taken place on this most interesting^ and 
important subject, I have been .irnugned 
as acting from' feelings of vengcunco 
and cruelty. It has been said that I fiave 
placed lord MiiviHe in a situation more 
humiliating end more degrading than ever 
British subject was placed befoi^. ‘ 1 have 
been atTUStvehtoo (^.♦'tttrapping the house 
into a particular foPlf of proceedings whidi 
have created the utmost degree of embar- 
rassment. *ro clwrgcs of such a nature as 
this, I can by no means plead guilty, nor 
can I contentedly Injar assertions so confi- 
denlly advanced which have no fomidaliou 
in truth. Whatever a right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Cauning) may chtise to think of tho 
t>tupid and desultory manner in which I 
have managed this business, whatever the 
hon. and learned gent, who spoke last 
may conceive of the growing and prevailing 
sentiiTtcut of the country as to the impru- 
dencies of the vole of the 8ih of April, I 
feel myself called on to defend iny cha-^ 
racter against a charge so foul as the sup- ‘ 
position that 1 have ever uttered one ex- 
pression, or supported one sentiment from 
feelings of vengeance against any indivi- 
dual. 1 trust that on the coutrarv, 1 can 
appeal to my own heart for the purity of 
my motives* £ am conscious on all occa- 
sions of having been actuated by principles 
of iioncsty and views of public advantage. 
As to what has fallen this evuiiug from a 
right lion. gent, opposite (Mr. R. Dundas) 
who naturally feels the warmest iiitcrost in 
every Unng'^vhich concerns the cliaracter 
the noble lord whose conduct in the 
exercise of one of the most considerable 
offices in the state I have thought it rny 
:duty to iinaigq, I inu&t beg leave to make ^ 
one or two observations. 1 am sensible / 
that when speaking of the iioUe lord's con- 
duct 1 have been u^der the necessity of 
making use of very strong language. I 
have expressed myself strongly beiause, 
undoubtedly, I have felt strongry on the 
subjicet* 1 l^g leave, however, to assure 
the lioij, geut, that 1 have advanced no- 
thing which was calculated to give him 
personal oflence, that 1 have urged nethnig 
which' could give unnecessary 'pain , to hie 
ftelihgs. While I say this I think it due 
to the hon. gent, to add^ that thh manner 
in which he has this evening addressed the* 
house waa highly becoming and respectful. 

It woold^ indeed, have been well for the 
noble lord if he had entrusted his defeneq^ 







to the ben* gent«:ir«ther than have uiidet* 
t4ikeii it Sure. I am that tiul 

course had been pursued, the character of 
t))c noble lord would have' stood higher 
both in this house and in this couhtiy* than 
it did after his own defence was closed. 
Etiually certain 1 am; that if this course 
had been followed, the noble lord, would 
Lave had mure votes on his side this night. 
J confess 1 was astonished tu hear an bom 
gent., (Mr, Isaac Hawkins Browne) gravely 
!\tating that the defence of the noble lord 
peatly extenuated his criminality^ and that 
if 1 had been wise, 1 would, as soon as tliat 
defence w-as fiuitrhcd, have consented to 
withdraw iny motion. I may not, perhaps 
be so wise as the hon. geiit, ; but this I must 
say, that I am rather too nice to be satis- 
fied with a defence which neither supplied 
what is defective, explained what is inys* 
terious,' nor removed what is groui^J of the 
strongest sitspicion of aii ignominious par- 
ticipation of profits derivedfroen the illegal 
use of the public money, if the coocluCt of 
the noble lord was reprehensible before, J 
think hi^,.ow'n defence placed it in still more 
odious colours. A great deal has been 
said in the course of the debates, of the 


cuky, I sli^tdd ,baire. boifiiii 
the Gordian knot aiid /Siuffet 
to be suspended/or ev6v» ^Tbe 
pn the other side, however, cbargeoJl 
proceedings ^ with violence ' and . precipibfif 
tion. It would have been somewhoi sati^;, 
factot}!/. if those who brought forward- 
such a charge had condescended to brin^ 
some evidence to suplX)rt ^ their assort , 
tiou. I feel that so far> M>m acting With 
4}recipitatiou, the house has acted on tbi^ 
gravest consideration of the subject* If itk< 
my humble life, 1 have ever been proisd of 
the share which 1 have tukefi in public . 
affairs, it has been iuvthat sfmre whudij 
have taken in those proceedings whicb^, 
however lliey may be arraigned by the gen^ 
tlcmen on the other aide, have diffused tht^ 
utmost satlshiclion through eve^ part of 
the country. If ever the house bad reasont 
to be prdud of any of its proceeditigs,^ it 
has ground of Just exultation at those rescf 
lotions which have been follovrod by 
approbation »nd gratitude of a whole, peoi**^ 
pie. Gen tlemetioollie other side are loudiit 
coiidemi/mg the resolutions of the Sth of 
April. 1 dare them to propose to rescind 
those resolutions* 1 shall be ready to meet 


difliculties in which the proceedings of the such a propo&iUon if any member of thia* 
bouse are now involved. 1 do not pre- house were to bring it forward* 'But, liow 
tend to deny, «ir, that ddhculties do exist, is it that tlie charge of violence ami 
but of this 1 am quite seiv^ibie, that the pitation is supported? It will surely not 
greater part of them are dilhcuWes which be denied that to conic to certain ciimi-r 
the geuticmeti on the other side of the noting resolutions is notary unrcitsouablo 


house have knowingly and willtilly created, 
1 urn sensible that all which ingenuity, 
eloriiience, and dexterity could accomplish^ 
has been exerted for the 8olo« purpose of 
embarrassing and retarding our proceed- 
ings. But, sir, the grand didiculty which, 
once removed, every other would become 
.^trilling, is bimply this, tluit gentlemen on the 
^ther side will not proceed on tlie evidence 
"'which the report of the committee cofuainsi 
Tiiey will not .come to that direct vote 
which the whole of the evidence so clearly 
>oiuu out to be necessary. The hon, and 
earned gent, who spoke last hae , stated 
in answer to a question from 4 rtc, wlustber 
the civil suit and criminal charge were 
consistent with each otheiv tliat they are 
not incoinpatiblo* . Here, then, oho mate*j 
rial legal diilijQttky is„ by ihe hon. gent/s! 
own admission^ removed. But, sirr pveo! 
U this didiculty. bad been iusufiiioont^le, i 
if it had been tound that the civil suit and 
the criminal charge could not go on at the 
same time*, easy remedy coidd have been 
obtained* U i could not resolve the diffi- 


way of proi’eeding previous to a nK)tion of 
impeaehmeut. In this case, however, we^ 
hud 60,0001. of naval money illegally ap-* 
plied, and still wc have come to no ctioil- 
nuting resolutions. I maintain, then, that 
'I, itx common with tlie he^usc, am. left pef** 
fectly unfettered in any course of proceed* 
w>g^ which we may think -proper to |jdopl* 
VVitli respect to the case of Jellicoe^ whKh 
gentlemen' on the other side are in the 
Irabit of considering as a matter altogetlt^a 
Iriding,) I, for my part, never viewed , it itt^ 
this hght. On the contrary, 1~ had pre^ 
pared resolutions on the subject, to^be sub<« 
milted to the house, which 1 witlidrew 
merely because it was tkongbt .prope^v|o 
refpr^tbis^ together with the othe/ mattei^ 
of delinquency, to a select committee.fr^U. 
has beam very unjustly* insinuated. that 
due la^oe have been taken to indame^thdi, 
prejudices,, and to rouse the passioaajpttke 
people* lf» sir, thq public mind iaiivAafimd,. 
it baa been solely created by the eoutluct 
lord Melville, and let me aasure the gen^ 
tkmeti pu thO' other side,, that ^tbis*; Itvi 






feelinjg likely to aiibjiide till 
convicted delinquency meets with adequate 
punishment.--* An to the county meetings 
which have taken place in diderent parts 
of the kingdonr, 1 must say that 1 have 
never attended one of them, that 1 never 
signed even one requisition. 1 am ready 
to confess^ however, that the approbation 
expressed of my conduct at many of those 
meetings has fatren highly gratifying to my 
fbelinge. To me these marks of the ‘good 
opinion of my fel)bw.’6ubjects are the itiore 
gratifying, because 1 iiin conscious that 
they were by nie^^never meanly courted. 
But, as so much has been said of indam* 
inatory language, it may not be improper 
for me to recall to the recollection of some 
gentlemen tbe sort of language which was 
employed at the time by lord Melville, 
then a mefnber of this house of parliament, 
previous to the impeachment of sir Thomas 
Kumlimld. Before sir Thomas Rumbold 
was put on his defence, the charges against 
him (Were published and industriously cir- 
culated over the country. No art was left 
untried to inflame the passions of the peo- 
ple against him as a criminal of ' the drst 
magnitude. I myself can recollect the 
counsel of sir Thomas Rumbold making a 
formal complaint of those exertions to In* 
fianie the public mind, at the bar of this 
house. This counsel is now, sir, at the 
head of the law department of tfaid coun- 
try, and is doubtless a man of great ta- 
lents and wonderful acquirements. Not 
only is be able to discharge the arduous 
duties of judge in the court of Chancery 
and speaker of tbe house of lords, but he 
^nds leisure for nut a little political nia- 
nseuvre and intia^ue. If report does not 
sadly belie him, no long time has elapsed 
since, he was successfully employed in 
turning out one administration, and p ,r- 
haps no longthne will elapse before he has 
an opportunity of exerting hit talents In 
the same way with similar success. This 
dUthiguisIied person was a.t the bar when 
sir Thomas Ruiqbold’s iiupeadioient whis 
proposed, and, as I have already noticed, 
was employed as counsel. 1 remember', 
after hotking the violence exerted tigainst 
has client, he addressed lord Melville, "the 

» aecuaer, ui^e same language to itfhich 
king JasAMlildi'essed his favoorite Buck- 
k|gluud|flAd he was pressing forlhe tm-: 
peaoM^ltof earl Middleton p ** Stehny, 
Tyott area fool;' if you go on thus, 
have your beily*fbll of impeach- 
flXfl|i)»s before you Ae/' Such was the 


lafigimge addressed' to the noble Idri ofi’ 
thooccasiou I have referred to, and it is' 
not a little singular, that the predietion 
has been so exactly fulfilled.— Bui, sir, 
after all that has taken place, I protest I 
was quite, astonished at tire language of 
the noble lord when conducting his de- 
fence. “ He very gravely informs ns, that 
there are many irnperfeclions in the pre- 
sent management of the office of treasurer 
of the' navy; and eveh went so far as to 
say,' that he was perfectly master of a plan 
by which all the»e abuses might be reme- 
died. To'have hrai^d the noble lord, one 
would have thought that he was actually 
endeavouring to per:5uad#rl!u-f house to call 
him back to bis old favourite employment, 
ditat the country might once more eritoy 
the benefit 6f his services. I am aware, 
sir, that his friends are ready to exclaim, 
that it is I who have prevented this so de- 
sirable event; that it is 1 who have com- 
pletely extinguished him as a political cha- 
racter fur ever. To such a charge as ihi.s* 
it is quite impossible fur me to plead guilt}^, 
because I am conscious it is altogether un- 
deserved. If the noble lord is rendered 
incapable of returning to consequence or 
to power, he o'acs this to tiimself, and not 
to any efforts of mine. He is now, sir, in 
tlie strictest sense of the word, felo-dc-Jic. 
He is a political suicide. No more can ho 
hope again to enter the political Elysium. 
All his expectations of future honours arc 
fled ; all his schemes of future ambition are 
blasted. He must now wander on the 
banks of the Styx, with kindred spirits em- 
ployed in useless penitence, and forming 
unavailing schemes of reformation. Gladly 
now would tbe noble lord endeavour to 
persuade us, that once more returned 
to power, all his former delinquencies ■ 
would be abandoned. No more would 
tsuffer his agent, Mr. Trotter, scandalously 
to misapply the public money. No more 
would he form even the idea of participatiug 
in such dishonourable spoils. Nothing 
would then be’ too humble for him ; nolliing 
eOuId be presented to him which he w^ould 
not readily undertake : 

— Quam vellcnt ictherc m alto 

Nunc el puupcriowi, et 4uras perferre' labores ? 

^ Fata obstaiit, tristique pains mamabilis unda 

AJIigat, et ooyies ^tyx iuter/usa ederedt. 

not then the noble lordV friends im- 
pute to^me the blarne of tbe fall of their 
patron from his once high estate.— But, 
sir, passing^rom this point, what shall we 
say of the destruction of papers, which 
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forms so striking a fnature in this interesting 
business. It is a well known niaxim, that 
everything may be fairly presumed against 
a man who comes into a court of ]aw» and 
on his first entrance is forced to confess 
that he has taken the precautiun of de* 
stroying all his memorandums^ documents, 
and records, .though they all referred to 
matters of the highi-st importance. I put 
it to any, legal gentleman within these 
walls, what would be thought of a suitor 
who should go into the court of chancex^' 
under such circumstances ? Would he not 
instantly be suspected of gross fraud; and 
instead of obtaining a full hearing, would 
he not rather be handed over to a court of 
rriminul jurisdiction, where he wpuid re- 
ceive the'reward due to his villaipy 1 There 
ure, in this case, too, of the destruction of; 
papers, circumstances of peculiar aggrava* 
tion. Lord Melville and Mr. Trotter, not 
satisfied with destroying their own ac* 
counts, memorandums, and records, con- 
sign, at tJie same time, to the dames,, the 
documents and memorandums of other#. 
'J'his, 1 declare, seriously strikes my mind 
as one of the most suspicious circiimstun*’ 
CCS in the whole of tliis mysterious busi- 
ness. The only object of the destruction 
of the papers, must have been conceal- 
iTU'iit, and the oiily purpose of concealment 
mubt have been consciousness of guilt.-*- 
After all this, however, L am told, that, 
allowing the guilt of lord Melville to be as 
great as represented, still he has been suf« 
ticieuily punished. I have on former oc- 
casions troubled the house so much at 
length on this suiiject, that 1 cannot think 
at present of occupying much of your time, 
and therefore shall content myself with one 
or two observations. 1 wish, then, to call 
the attention of the gentlemen who hold 
opinion tliut lord Melville had been 
' already sufficiently punished, to tlie caseot 
lord ^laccleslieid, a case by no mekns 
equal in point (if atrocity to tlmt now 
under consideration. In that caoei lord 
Macclesfield was declared guilty of a gvods 
ofl'etice: tlie resolutions were carried hpjo 
the throne, and he was struck out of tlve 
li«tol* p4'ivy counsellors, all this did 
not satisfy the ends of publh^ justice. He 
was impeached, he >vas severely Tined, a|Kl 
he was irretrievably didgraoed and degf:td- 
ed. But, says the rightt hon; will 
you first afilice the noble lord with striped, j 
then cast him into a dungeon, at^ when liU: 
wounds are nearly healed up again, drag' 
him forth, and renew all his tortures f This: 

VOL. V, 


sort of idietaphdrical language be Mi 
very fine, but I confess I cannot,' for 
soul of me, see its application. Croehy li. 
hate in every form; and sooner Would f ^ 
endure the severest torturet than that any^ 
human being shotfld«by my means, be stttH ‘ 
jected to unnecessary chieliy* As, how- 
ever, the right hon^ gent;* has talked so*; 
much of metaphorical toftares, I tmmi beg' 
leave to refer him to his liable Irknd near* 
him (lord Custlareagh) who cad give, him' 
abundant iufbrmetidn of the tortures exer- 
cised oil the hart backs of the unfortunate . 
irdiabitants of Ireland, with the vieW of 
extorting confession of crimes of which" 
many had neither knowledge nor partici- 
pation. That noble lord does understand 
the nature of torture better than 1 can pre-^ 
tend to dp, and therefore 1 shall leave the 
right hon. gent* and him tto settle the 
matter together. I shall only say, that 
what 1 want, Is not cruelty to any indivi- , 
dual. It is ^bstontial justice to the noble 
lord who i^ii^cused; to this hoiisd who 
have heard the accusation; to the country, 
which ejtj)e('ts this justice at our hands. 
When the investigation was going forward' 
before the committee, it was tny ill fortune' ^ 
to have sevgral of the members decidedly 
hostile to any propositions on my part: 
these were the hoii. chairman, tlie right 
bon. and learned gent opposite (the master, 
of the rolls) and ihe noble lord who sits 
near him. But tliougfa certainly my task' 
was diflicult, t was inucb iti earnest to' 
bedeterred from following what 1 conceived 
to bo tny duty.» 'As 1 was not to be de- 
terred then, $0 shall I not be intimidated' 
.now. $ome gentlemen on the other' side' 
hav^ insisted,' very triumphantly, that the 
public has sustained iib loss, berause all 
the sums of money advanced have beerr 
fairly and honourably repaid. On this part 
of the subject { dilfor so materially iron} 
these him. gent lba|^ must take -tlie liber-t . , 
ty of ofTering d fow strictures on this sup^ ' 
posed ' repaymenf. It ninst be kib(4 id 
view. Unit {be foot of this Repay ment mti- 
etillrely on tJie evidence of Troitef, wbo^ by . 
the 'W'ay, is a person possCsii^bf a[mhst cck 
rHMiSk^d of recgllectioo.' , sir,' he.seeti^ 

to have eithera frail recdltec)i(fo'dV A deaf i 
recoUectipn precisely iwitsiiits his potpoSd 
at theUmeheiheXoi^ed. f may stateio ihi6; 
house i^ffi hirst 

the appliratfofi^ Of ' whfoh the nobtd'ford so. 
peremptorily 'refuses to 
asked, ^ do yod'know whctha9..thta tori' 
‘iU" - 
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t^QUEi^Dii. pouQjjs, .w^e ever repaid ^ Hie 
fttiew^r ivaEr po, 1 do not**' . Reflecting^ 
]^rbaps» on the nature of this ans^veri and 
iipding^it viptMid not prove satisfactory, he 
euerwar^js a^ed, that from the baliuices 
in hiis bands being correct, . it must have 
liNsep if^pa^d, though, be could not recotlect 
^the precise period, when, the repayij^nl 
took place. Is it not . then extraordic^y, 
that neither he nor lord Melville can cppr 
descend to in/orm us, on even ope period, 
wlien any pa^t of the sums adY^tpcedi froip 
time to time, for ^ the use, of jord Mc^lville^ 
were replaced. Both wcrf desired 'to, spe- 
cify even a soUtary cese whep ja repay nr\ent 
took pluce» and both profess >^their inability 
to satisfy tins so reasonable request. Trot- 
tcr’s recollection . is obsc^pre uimI coiifusetl, 
and the merhoiy pf his noble patron gnd 
associate is atiually frail and inenficieut. 
!]^bw, sir, speaking gravely ,on this most 
grave subjtxt, what are we Ip think of such 
conduct ? Are wc not naturally Ipd to think 
that there has been foul vilhipy practised 
by men who profess total ignorance on 
subjects on which men in general, bpv^ever 
negligent in other matters, endeavour to 
cjpftivate a certain degree of accuracy. I 
atn sensible, that I have not th| means of 
proving my assertion, and therefore I will 
not positively assert jt ; but this I willsay^, 
that there is the strongest prcsumptipu that 
lio bond fide re. payment pf the diilerent 
sums advanced ever did take place. 1 cun 
easily conceive, though I cannot prove it, 
that lord Melville should say to Mr. Trot- 
ter, ** 1 want ten thousand, pounds; you 
kpow.l.cannotrspay you, but make 
use of your t^me opportunities. Re- 
pl^etbp sumf^y degrees; keep the ba-^ 
%iic^9 tegular, aad no ouc wdi be the wiser 
for this tran^tion>!" I am not prepared 
ip say iba^tr thia langu^e, or laugpoga of a 
simjli^'na^ilie .was aaually used by, lord 
but no map has a right to de- 
prive .me of my aus|^ion« that, . in tbjs or 

. fomtU aunijar way b» the .only repayment 

of ih&sums wU^nwp.takiea,^ Tnie 
^tis, I hav^; dlrect proofW ihUt 'bi|t 
liaithurcan it9,pwft>ility or probabiUly. be 
' denied, il^w come we to the, twenty ibdu- 
laml pounds of which his. loidsliip^ refuses 
to ev^ep tha sb^jj^iest exptimatiQn« Jile 
t^ls ydui.^t for he tsas^not 

minj^iyPt governor for ; that 

word^ thppigfo not employed 
. by int tliatieferred to. 

fhdt pounbry, be^teSi you In^tbe face of the 
hpusci k disregards, youy power oi 


enquiring into the expenditurh oflhe pub- 
lic money, ,tbat he. is resolved to keep the. 
whole secret to lumself, and that nothing 
on earth shall ever extort the secret. from 
his bosom. Now, .sir, let us see in what 
sort of a situation the noble lord would be 
placed, if , the persons among whom the 
money has been distributed should by any 
cltmiqe come to. a serious disagreement, 
'and that some of, them should disclose the 
whole, transaction. What would come 
of the noble lord's secrecy then, pr what 
■would his convenient concealment avail 
him, I TMs, let.it.be rjecoUected, is no ideal 
case, jjk pamphlet is 410 w iu print, and 
generally circulated, in which all the cir« 
cumstauens of the advance of 40,0001. to 
Boyd and Bcnfield are fully detailed. What 
security Iw the noble lord that a similar 
event will not take place, and how can 
he then stand up and say, tiuit he defles 
the house of contmons to compel him to 
account lor bis expenditure of the public 
money? But, sir, it is worth while to 
consider, under what circumstances this 
secret-service money, drawn from the mo- 
ney appropriated to naval purposes was 
applied iii Scotland. Were there any in- 
surrectious to be put down, were there any 
dangerous persons to be watched ? Was 
there the least symptom of a design to vio- 
late the peace, or to, interfere with the re- 
gular details of bis majesty's government? 
Not a single tittle of any thing like this ex- 
isted. The only insurrection i believe that 
the noble lord had to fear, was an insurrcc- 
tipn against his own scandalous monopoly 
of power. The house have not forgotten 
;tlie conspiracy formed against the noble 
lord's influence in and it is not et aU 
Uidikely, that pari of this money, about 
wbicb the noble lord is so extremely deli- 
bright have been very usefully em- 
Ipfoyed iu softening down certain obdurate 
spirits. At that period, the noble lord was 
.called on to destroy a combinatipni. not 
against the cra^n, but bis own influence ; 
40t against the best intereats pf the comi^ 
try^ but against the ty runny of an. indi- 
viduolN, wiio was not satisfied without such 
on ab&ola^ke monopoly of power, as com- 
pletely excluded independence, talent, and 
virtue. . Wh^.the noble lord talks of this 
mysterious concealment of his distribution 
of uecmi-seivice money in Scotland, I am 
sure tl^ indignation of every member fivun 
that part of ibe kingdom must be roused. 

C am sure I need not press on all of them 
the peculiar obkgatioii under which they 



•dirS] DEBATES,' %Us,- 




ne plafljsrf,* to pome 'forward and see fd^bd 

acadaious businass folly tuvc&tigatedv’Gbi 'abandob^d f'XQmitny^Cl^^ha^t^i^tt 
thaae genildmen endure to have tf smd, is attmfd^' ibefohVefoeh^^^ 
that their country has been bought; sbldi ^bese incoh'stde^fe evils; are all tlib " 
and rul<^, Just ace6rdi(%;> to the ^Caprice sings of the '"pfiVitege of*^dur 

or the prejudice of any itidividual, /Ls constitudon toT)^ ttdd^inced*? 
in honour, therUtoe, tfoy are bound io meht from dfo tried of Mr. 
come forward and viiidicate ^ insdited the impeacA(iieht of foifd Melvijlo denvpa 
hotiduF of their country, and td as- die |fo4tesr piirt bf its Ib^ce 
sist in breaking' those dishonourable, traotoinairy lei|tb b'f tiniii^Wbfcli that tn^ 
chains under which they have so long con^np^d. ' 'But whaftigfoib^^^^ 
nominiously groaned; * The ndWe lord op. to preiiiitime/ ttiic becaoijiS' lfcd' frM 6^ Mr. ' 
posite (Castiereagh) isvery atneious tom** HasUn^oOe^lbdteh ye^rsji that lord 
press on the house the Impropriety bflisten* Vifte^a will detupj^ h siniiUr period '-At; 
ing to iny representations^ HO says, donT WefI might they ai^ue, ‘that bel'auto 'thia 
trust hkn, he is a dangerous man t he will iHgl of lord MaS^leiideld bdeupied only ^5 ^ 
certainly lead you into some serious embar^ daj^, the tHaf ortord MiEfivllts woptd ; 
rassment.*' In answer to' this 1 say, I do not ohj^ prabably tHh satoe space "of d IHTerb 

desire the house to trust me; but to trust to agfljn,.comes the l^n.'^gept. (die atro^^ 
my argermentsi supported by some of the hey general) With his bWeeudtr abdut tKe 
ablest heads in this country. The ndblelord. ehitranrass'ment of 6uf pn^hdings. •• Herp 
may wish to give' ine^>oitie very salutary yqd afe,^' says he, ** Ob to*‘-yotor hecks in . 
advice on this interesting subject. 1 del mhc). lEltit. 1 Wqn^ assIstVou.' I won’t toll 
Clare, giving the liOble lord all possible you how ife Cxtr^to ^ourSetves. ' I will 
credit for the purity of his motives, he is havb ydu to ifofte’r all the ednitoqtiences of 
exactly the last man in the world I sHobld. yOur joW^ ^^dniCy IhVefuiifngformejrly to 
choose for my political judge ; ahd if he did take ‘my bdvice^” llius ills that the^tight 
come to me with his advice, I sHou1dffau|r. hooi ghnt^ Is coutinqs^tty dsica^liig' bn the 
ly tell him, ** truly, ray lord, 1 am obti;|^d difllfcuhlies'W Wjiibh tyfe Uro placid,* and. 
to you for the trouble you haVe foifob in wllf ua thp' aid 6f nbfp^tOf his gireak 
this matter, but Us my mind is quite seftibg us Oft the Way to proper 

up, I cannot follow yourcounseh*^ Wea^e hrtdv^gular pr^ei^ditige. I am' sensiblo 
told that this attack oft lord'MeMliair at toortbaY the iiri^t hbn; gent; ^plbys d 
this time extremely imprudent^ as it hak 'very toarp sword; ^biit 1 aor not by any 
deprived iho state of the servieVsof a man mpahsnfmid of his*"' thrusts. ' VknoW tliat 
of great talents, ata crisis wben his nicer- before he reacbek hie, ISd ih'^tTpierce 
tions are }}€culiarly raquirad; tarn Sorry > thi^Mgh ttie kideS Of tfiis^ ^btifoand yours, 
at any time, when taleiit is lost to the' em^ I know ft tS said,* that if the ^i^tolutiQni 
pire, and more especially .when there' is of the 8th of Apql had Mot bedn^uhfbHtf; 
occasion for. the best exertion of all the ftol ely cotfte to; the whole $uk1niisk wbutd 
energy which the empire ' comprehends, have b^ft clear dhd ^xpKcff; 

But, m the disgrace of lord MqlviUi^ tve hdfo'ijiecn eMabted to prdifieed. rciularfy 
have in return effected a gtoatnatidnai ob- with thie4inpk?i^hmeui; laft tp aiemsdn in 
ject, we have detectod kcandalcms '((mr® ftibt, w*hetherld^|d )rfelvin^^ 
ruptioft, and' given a solemn ^id stHklftg In' ahy itlegied prof^Wf aftd to what extent 
example of punishment to all futUitl tots^j^tleibatidn took . This is all 
fenders.^But, say the ' gentiefo#n Veit phw^le/ biit the ptfty dhfect is, tKdt 

othersidekifevdn^lotdMelvtirewere^gdtlty^ ft fe ' 

impeaehftteift would be nugatory ! them; 

say they, to the impeachinent df plover 'to- , 
Hastoig^,andseebbWuilsadsfeeto]ryVtos%li Sftf of Ap"dL 

result;'^ If 'tbfis'SQ^rt SUdH feXwpitofonV 

forany'thtog, %]^ to A tlid pr 

tion of tlds'mQat-imjK^t^ 

ever wet todj^lft rtwptosdntof^ fjl|h'tfSf^Wtt5S & 
bly, the power Of 
nals before the 

face of the earthi foronvemeheW^ f cbii^ hk^%ehrllto|ddi^ 

less, there are atienittfig all impeakhlitebtl, the cate even Shf tfalkt ihiS^^WtriS passedt 



We find even jnp,^ the presejpA treonarer pt deteiU of the tenth report. They are in- 
thenavy (Mn.Ca^^ning) gravely lahouriog daed disgusting, but not in; the same sense 
"for the defence of his patron ihexulprit, in vbich.tlie right hon« gent, employs 
We fiiKl k seriously maintained, that to the expresaionp I’be public feel ihis^dis- 
. withdraw nava] money from the bank, and gust in full foroe; and never, I believe, 
to lodge it in the hands of a private bank- will the nausea be disdiarged from tlie 
ef, ia neither contrary to the letter nor the stomach of Hie public, {till the authors of 
Spirit of Che act of parlianmnh It is at these disgusting saeiies are brought to con- 
Jeast veiy clear, that if you once |idttit digii punishment. :it is said, ‘MviH 
the practme, it is quite inipossiblq. ^ say you forthese trifling de&lcations continue 
to what dangerous length it may b^ carried, to persecute an unfortunate individual. 
The house will recollect, that iu the tenth whom you have already sufliciently punish- 
. report notice is taken of no less a sum than ed r ‘ My answer is simply this ; I will punish 
a million being drawn out of the bank, , aqd tli© authors of such peculations, because 
lodged in the bands of a private banker I am convinced, that from what is already 
in one day. Now, lur^ let ine put a cast* discovw^ed, much omre atrocious proceed- 
. which is neither Impmtble. nor iihproba- ings are yet to be disclosed. 1 wish the 
ble. Let me , suppose, that betwixt ooblc lord to go fairly to his trial. If he 

teryal the money isdepositf^ and the time is acquitted, then justice is satisfied. If, 
it is wanted for die use of the public ^er- on the contrary, be is convicted, it will be 
vice, the treasurer of the navy were to die. ib the power of his friends to plead what 
What would here be the conaequeiice i h circumstances af^ear to them most worthy 
isquitecleartbenexttreasurer would have of r notice,, in mitigation of punishment, 
no power to draw it out, sjupe it was not It has been argued, however/ against the 
vested in his name. Trotter, and Trottei motion for the impeachment, that a num- 
oiily, could empower any person to . re- berof peers have at county meetings ex- 
ceive it. I, ask, then, is it fit, is It decent pressed their opinions, and therefore oan- 
that the public money should thus be iiot be supposed to be impartial judges. 1 
sported wioh, should thus be exposed to the challenge any' gentleman to come forward 
most imminent danger I Let me suppose a and ssy> that any peer in the realm bas not 
.still stronger case, where a large a consrit|utioiial right to deliver liit[ seuti- 

Jn the baud -of a private' banker*, l^t iue menisoii a public question, to express 
take it for granted, which is by no 100X0'*$ hiaiiidigmitiiDn inspecting a case of no lo- 
an impospiblo ease, that both tbe^ trcasu,rgr rious delinquency in the execution of one 
of the navy and. his pay^ster^ >tcmt ofihu bigteiiolficet in tbcstate- But, sir, 
healthy hmw, were in one day. to be cut ofl even supposing that all these peers whu 
from the iand of the living, what, in this have expressed such sen timenU were to be 
case, would become of tlie sums of money preseiit at the trial, surely the noble Joid 
wrhich either them had vested ? The Uici would Iwe no fairground of coinpJaant. 
IS simply thi^ that the private banker Considering the number of peers created 
might appropriate it, to wlmteveratnoutit, to since bis colleague, the right hoiii. 'gent* 
htsownuse, and there could be ho iueiuih<ip|)oeitej| came into power, hesur^tyhas 
to compel him to refund it, because tberel ujttflfcieht number ot personal friends, to 
existed no voiicbers of its ever being placed csj^nterbalance the number of bis political 
in his haiidf^ Tim. enemies. .: I have another reason for 

ever, tells us, that toiri^gthe impeachment to ^e eriin|l|^ ' 

kept in tbe Jiabds of the pt^m My j’^oii is, that I calmot 

a^ve ten ^ys at One. :coiilidence ia the hon. and learned 

ii" miserable, ^^srettned evasfa(|^li'^^;;if ^^#,K wbo is to conduct it, I dO' liot say 
the sum if only kept for ten dey9, Js:«iopeVthfe froBi any doubt in his honour and in- 
not a continual succession pC M9^f * J know, how<tver,. that lie has a 

aud;^y not tlieM successive halathx^ be pf^jndicb on his mind in favonr of 

applied to put^s % I do . not tbliik tbata person 

of pr^ate^olitofnif Do weiwit .^w, Jabourii^. under, ifuch impresriotes is a fit 

and person 4 prosecution specially 

infield, .^t^stderabfojM orito;ed of England). Such 

j5>r aotf that one part vsas bqmg my views, I call on those who are 

notti^lai^ 4^1 af^r e^pse of two year? ? fovouraWe fo .the criminal prosecution, to 
The rtihfhofi^ gent. ta»| vf the disgsstiiig give op their slight shade of difterence, and 
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to vole for the impoachment. I conjure 
themi at tiiey have acted with the purest 
honour, to preserve it uncon taminated^ 1 
caution them from embarking in the same 
cra^y bark v^ith the pilot, not the pitot 
who weathered the storm/’ as he has been 
called ill a sojig written by the right bon 
gent, opposite (Mr. C'aDning)^ but the pitot 
who forsook the vessel at the period ot her 
utmost distress, 1 trustthoy wUI contiMne in 
the patbofhonourandsafcty, and permit the 
pilot and his poet to encounter the stomi 
together. 1 remind them that disunion 
may rum all, and therefore earnestly soli* 
cit them to persevere in that harmony, 
which will enidile us to carry through wiui 


triumph, the glorious struggle which we have 
so honourably commencac 
The motion on the amendment was then 
put in the following manner : that the ori- 
ginal words, vu. that lord viscount Melville 
be impeached of high crimes and misdemea 
noun, stand part of this motionr." The ayes 
on this question went forth ;aod when in the 
lobby, Mr. Fox addressed the members, and 
said, that upon this question it was probable 
that they should be in a muiority. But as^ 
after this question, the amended motion 
^would be put for a criminal prosecution, 
he would certainly concur m that mode, 
though be did not think it so desirable 
as the mode of impeachment, lie intreat-^ 
cd those gentlemen, therefore, who thought 
With him on this point, /not fo quit the 
house. The house then diyi^d on t^ 
original motion, when the numbers were ; 
Fpr the Impeachment • • , , , • 
Against It ^72 

Majonty against the Impeachment 77 
This motiuu being iherefoie lost, tbe house 
again divided on Mi. Bond’s amendment, 
for a criminal pvusecution against lord Mel*' 
ville, when the iiumbeis were; 

For the Criounal Prosecution . 29$ 

Against It . it • , 

^lajontv for tbe cri/siinal proqecatiqii S 
Adjourned at 6 o'clock on Friday morning, 

Lut of the ^ajontjf on tie moim/orgrdtr^ 
wg uCrmmal Protectftian cgtfwst IltTifjf 
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HGtrss or BoptfS* 

^ FrUhfyJttutt 14. ' 

fCoNDOCT op Judos FoxT# Wal- 
gingbam moved, thbt the ps-derbf thc day 
for their lordships going into a committee 
upon the case of Mr. Justice Fox be dis- 
charged ; which being done, his lordship 
moved that die house do resolve itself into 
a commileo for ^he aboVe purpose, which 
was orddiBd accordingty. 

Lord AikMmd took the opportunity to 
give qbtice that he infoiided, before the 
order /of the day should be entered upon 
on Monday next, to sdbmit a motion to 
their lordships, that the , farther proceed- 
ings in the committee on the case of Mr, 
Justice Fox should be postponed fot two 
or three months, meaning, that it be post- 
poned until the next session of parliament. 
He thought it but fair and candid to give 
this previous notice, though perhaps he 
might be warranted by order, to move it on 
the very day of such Bis determination. 

Lord Hmokeshnry was of opinion, that, 
onder the circumstances of the case, the 
noble baton ought then to state some ge- 
neral ground or reason on which he was 
induced to propose such a motion. For 
his part, in every view of the case* parti« 
cubrly on three general grounds, first, that 
of the character and justice of pdrliameut ; 
secondly, with a view to the administration 
of justice in Ireland ; and, thirdly, with a 
! reference to tlie character and situation of 
! the individual himself, it was incumbent on 


V ^ HOUSE .or lords; 

Thttrsdaji, June li; 

' [Mikutes.] The claim ' of .sir Cecil 
BUtep to ^ ZoujcJ] peerage wa« further 
'pfoceeded Mr. GaseJee was Ifeard on 
thff claiinant.,— Lingham*s pi- 
vbree some other bills mostly 

private, i:eaii a third time an4 pasted. 

Lord printed <m Amount of 

the Prpe^^&:^.^e;Tjru*^ 

Chest ^ PSrlittmeiit ; 

Which W#is e»»ere4 fo Ifo 
Jr^w tile Salfmrd Fustictw? .feBf in, » 
febmmittcc 9f whole 
hf^tibepeace jfor ]>ncashire ^ 

which 

H mse resolved riftfif 

;^pendiaiy, Cniiteo’ 
matfon eti^uM reiiliyc 

jj. . 

I left jibe and 

rdered to 


the house to proceed with the myestiga- 
tidn, 'and to make as great a progress there- 
in as they possibly could’, this session. So y 
deeply was he impr^sssed with this sent!., 
meat, that he proposed, at least such was 
at present his fixed intention^ to introduce 
a bill for the purpose of continuing the pro- 
edidinga the next session of parliament. 
Tip? noble secretary of state referred to 
some minor oomiderationsi which should 
induce their lordships^ apj^ieation with- 
out dolayt particularly the groat additional 
Spence' which would bU incurred to se- 
VStaiof the patties^ were the' proceedings 
imme^tely postponed to foe next session. 

Lord 

little prospect 

that .obtained, not only of not getting 
thdbugh the inv<asjdgation during foe pre- 
sent Setsiem but Af- even making any cqu- • 
folfsreble inrof^esaw it - 

IbonI he^i^ to offer a few words 

on the oieeasion. /Ilicrf wasrio doubt but 
that ihaiebjm of aU their lordjfojps was to 



obt^ 6ubst«nti«il jMtiice, md with thetaoid w^of opttib# H w’^ a^dtftr 
least possible expeoco to tho parties. Tht» |or regabur to ad v^u to tbena. I ^ 

$m.and aiost in^portaot end could best he tioua to which' aUnded^ might hemiAd / ^ 
induced by their lordships' payifig a r<^lar sidered ae hifcyiiig such a» aolaToar^Mn^ ? ' i 
and uriinteitupW attention to the case, jfect; it was possible, but still hd . 4 ^ 

In that. point of dew, ho waS, ^vflo& the clin^ lo thiuk| indeed hd rsihev ^ ‘y:i 

^bolev incluied to think, at least as it at sqch an effect would net he predueedf^ii : 
prespne occurred to his mind, that the best any rata, that house should ddwiiat iCMt ' ^ 
way, and the earlier the better, wotild be to be its duty With mpeot tp She faall^ aSnt ' 
to liefer toe farther consideration of the with a view to its thorough leedfi^tiedf 
case until the next session, when they could and amendment, suppose the laither edaft* ' 
attend to thebuSihess wi(h6utititerrapsi4n« sideradon of ^ bill Was suifMntded dse 
[STieEkDlxaa CvRATsV^ Btti.}^ The threeorfour andin thedtottii dMF 
order being read for their lordships' going his noble aud learned friend, (he lupw el 
intoacommiUeoou Ibis btlh the house ac* noons so compelentb stouid give lie 
cord ingl^r rtuK^lved itself into the same. teifUdn to it^ and toature tbeanie^mdtils ;v 
Ttje CAeacr//or, pieVious to which be conceived necessmy to be inedtoL ^ : 

cushion ot any particular clause, addiessed The Lord CAeaceUbr, in « short 6d]dihffif 
the committee, at considerable length, prifi* don, observed, thet t^hfonoblef frfoM / 
Qipally relative to the nature and effect of waited but u few kmgef , hd 

many of the leading provisions of the bill, f^rceive diet eve'ry wordhd said, bad fl^ 
I'hese were, in many p(/mts« he observed^ ference to an arndtidmeni hd itttetoMI Iff 
6usc<jptibfo of various amendments, several have made. 

of winch were necessary to the due under*- Lord Sondiesiunf wi^ed te offir a fidff 

standing oi'the bill,, or .to the«conmtont observattods to tlie commktoc. 

and salutary execution of the measure, speetto; the principle of the bill, it wd#‘ 

He considered the provisions to be princts oue^ wifeu he considered it ih all Its vkiwff 
pally defective with regard to the poweva and bearings, to dhich he was eompleteljf 
, meant to be given to bishops. Tbene* friendly. He wasof opuiioii# at thwstfilffff 
bleaud learned lord was proceeding; when time, thatniaity of the providons of tltohiU 
Lord Aitcklond rose, iiotesipressiy to or* were very difeetive, and called for mStdilai 
der, for he should * conceive that his noble amendmedte, whith it was the duty of tbaf 
and learned friend might probably intend to house to endeavour to ntoke. He agrteV 
have concluded with amotion for the ehiiiw with the noble baron, that it' was imprepgg 
man's leaving the chair. He believed every and irregular to allade to ffhaft niiglit ffg 
lord in the committee was sincerely h'ieod*' the coutoqiuenee of eertahi ahtcndntoutff 
ly to the pniiciple.of the bill, and wished made in that bouse, with ns^pSbt to* its 
to obtain, as a most desirable Object, fate in another quarter*. Aithffsamett'WiW 
through its means, the residence of at Feast he waaawtoe of the prsectiealedbct'Whicb 
one ( lergyniairiii every parish in England such a cotimdbration must htivO on tl&ff 
lie came down deterniined to avoid all hy* 'minds of the noble lords; ybt^ he muB# 
percruical objeciions to the bill, and to contend, more especially wffafn a subject 
discountenance slight amendments. He was in question, which, as regarding ihil 
confessed that part of what Jell from bis veceltoiastical estahliBbiiiedt of the'coatiCrji^ 
noble and learned friend excited doubts, [was more peculiarly within tliejadsdiotiodi 
and raised didkulties in hi« mind. One of hli and province df th&ii^ Wdsbips' braacit of 
principal doubts re8])ected the exteiuion df ie^slatore, that it was the boundeU duty 
the bill to Irclsiid* Onepartof the bill, he of the house to make such ataendto^t# 
thought, must admit of such a construe^ aiid altefUllons as they: foil rights justr, anff 
tiou ; another part evutoed that such ccudd proper, witoout any rtference to wbad 
xmt br^themtentionoftheframersoftltobilL migh^be tlwr' iho quart## 

He perfectly agreed with bis noblC4tndleBni^ idtudsd to. Tdthe^retoiifblll, eapeeitd^#' 
ed friemh tWthe clausCB required a greit they weto bound to pi^orm their dotjn)' 
df'al of amendment; some or these ware krti oonseieiittoiiB and betotoingf miltillel^. 
of . that nature, which, if made in diat Tbs EaH of SilfoUt totpfwstod 
house, might induce the apprehension, in the priitoij^ff 6f iho 

some of their lordshijM* minds, tlmt such bill. He was^ con^vinced of Uk 'ialutiny 
ntightbe fatal to^be bill in another pliice, ix^ndSney so mneh, that he thoh^t it 
He disliked all constderationsoftliatfehid, wmiid fas propsr to paaff iff t l dff iei ii^ 
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with some of its iinperfectioav. Of some I entioosljr whst.ha deemed to be hirduty to 
detailed considerations in the measure, 'the public and to the house. He had no 
he disapproved, particularly the multi* personal interest to serve; henceforward, 
plication of oaths, and especially as they he left the bill to the- discretion, thd jus* 
wero appUed by the bill. . tice, and tl>e protection of the bouse. His 

>The Earl of BtidguaUr, in a detailed particular^thanks were due to the very re* 
point of view, adverted to some diOicul- spectable and learned gentleman who had 
ties which forcibly struck him : with re* introduced the bill into the other house, 
apect'.to the proposed valuations, it was and. whose ability and assiduity on the oc* 
well known, that in the northern parts of casion were highly Complimented by the 
the kingdom, the titties were subject to a right rev. prelate.- 
new valuation every year«r. In that case, Lord declared himself a warm 

the great fluctuations and advances in the advocate for prtne^fo of the bill ; yet, 
prices of corn, of late years, would present as to some of Its provisions, he certainly 
a rather serious difficulty. entertained doubts; and these doubts were 

The Bishop of St. Aaaph delivered hi^ rather increased by some of the able re- 
sentiments upon a variety of detailed con* marks which foil from the noble and learn- 
siderations in tlic bill, most of which loudly edlordWbo spoke lirst in the discussion, 
called for rectification and amendment. With rei^pect to the amelioration and revi- 
. On this head, he cordially agreed with sion of the bill, which it seemed the geno 
some of their lordships who had spoken, in ral sense of the committee should take 
Shp committee. Upon the whole, greatly place, he was happy at understanding that 
as he had the bill at heart, convinced as his noble apd learned friend was to pay 
he was of its salutary tendency, he would particular attention to it. In abler bands 
mher the bill should be lost, than that it it certainly could not be. In regard to 
should pass with its present uainemns ini* what wastbrowa out, as to the possible con* 
periections. In the course of his speech, sequeticesofa certain description of amend- 
the learued prelate adverted to several pro* menl made by their lordships, in reference 
visions of the bill, which struck him as to the fate of the bill in another place; on 
presenting a chaos of contradictions, as ab* this topic he felt a degree of delicacy and 
surd, iuefficient, injurious, and derogatory difficulty while addressing the committee, 
to the dignity of the clerical^ character; He was not to tell their lordships his sentK 
pud, lUt some Instances, tending to degrade cneutaon that part of the subject; nor was 
itae blsbi r s. In what he said, be meant he to express those teelings which he might 
»pi the slightest reference or allusion to the naturally *be expected to bring with him 
crmduct of bis right rev. brother (the bishop from that quarter. Situated as he was, 
of London) upon the ooNuioft. He well consideratioid of duty were paramount to 
knpw the purity and benignity of that right every other, and in that view he entirely 
Teva prelate's motives for coming forward ; agreed with what foil from some of tlieir 
these ware evinced by the bill introduced lordships, who were of opinion that the 
by his lordship for the purpose, in a for* house should do wh^it it folt to be its 
Wicr year ; wbicli was widely ditferent from duty with respect to any alteration or a- 
tbftt at pi^^it under consideration, add, ni^iidmeut of the bill, w'ithout reference 
ia S00>^ pom is of view, formed a striking twwliat might be the event of these altera, 
contrast to it. , : lions on the part of another branch of the 

^ The Bishiop qf Loirdon entertained, in fogislature. 'rhough' he spoke this gene, 
apnie points of view, a very diifer^nt'opi* rally, lie entertained strong hopes that the 
uion.of the present from the re\% bill might be rendered a salutary and bene* 
prelate who had lost spoken ; ueither could ^ ficlal measure, with the assistance of their 
be consider tlie provisions adverted to as a lordships, i^nd still met with the approba* 
qhapo , of contradictions. , vindicat<»i tioirof the other house of parliament; so 
lUs own motives in comms^forwardv. and the course of the present ses* 

ad verted. to ibe. history oiformer. bills on sion, it would receive the assent of both 
the subjecM^^pi^ intended to ptot hopsesi and afterwards receive the sanction 
Tided ib^Hlbvas propo^ by .tbe.pjrei^l of the eoyereign. — After a , short expl^a- 
biH,'by4piia^ in the res^nce bill ; that tory eonvoirsatipu, tlie chairman was di- 
wos dkwproved of at, the time, ej^ a se^ rccted to leave the choir'; and, op the 
parai^pill recommended. In supporting bouse resuming, Uie furt|pr consideration 
thej^resent measure, he performed consci* of the bill wus adjourned tilt 'Fhesday. « 
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[Conduct of s^r. pitt relative to 

THE LOAN TO BOYD AND BENFIELD.}*^ 

AJr. JJ'liitlrmiL — 1 notice, bir, boiiie 

time* ago, of niy iiUeinion to move certain re- 
solutions respecting tlio conduct of the right 
Jinii. gent, opposite, for the purpose of ex- 
jjresbing my opinion relative to that conduct, 
as made kn<»wn !)>’ the tenth report of tJie 
commissioners of naval enquiry, and by the 
report of the seic'ct committee ot this house, 
which was appointed to en<|uire into the mat- 
ters contained lu that tenth report. 1 now 
rise to fulfil the task I imposed upon 
myself, ai'.d whatever may have bet ii the 
wishes of the right hon. gent, or liisfriemls, 
t]\;it tlK*se re-oiiUlons .sluaild have been 
moved previous to i(ie snotitai for the irn- 


^utireJy done awajr» I have thought it c 
duty to say so iuuch, but at the same lime 
wish to avoid as much as possible all refer*'\ 
ence to lord Meivilie : his case is gone 
fore a tribunal where impartial juitico tvilfe 
be done, and far be it frv ;n mo to 
tiling that can tend to aggr.ivate the charges 
agaih^ him. It does appear, however, that 
in the \car 17 |> 7 > a respectable gcntlemsttij^' 
Mr. Haikes, wiio was then governor of tho 
bank of Kughnd, comm unw^a ted to IVIr. Pitt/ 
that naval money was drav/n out of the' 
bank, contrary to act of parliament. Th«" 
right lion. gent, conldnot in Ins evidence be-- 
f(ae tlic coiiMuiUce recollect all the points of 
this conversation, but although there wau 
.some ditl'erencp w ith rc.spect to the terms 


pcachmt'iit of lord Melville, T thiftk they j bet w(*cn his evidence and that of Mr. Raikes, 


must ac(piit me of liaviiig crvMted any unne- 
cc.ssnry delay, ilow' far I m.iy be r'anction- 
ed by the house 1 know not, hot I will sim- 
ply state that my object is to record upon the 
journals of the liou.se those illegal transac- 
tions which have <aken place, in order that 
they may not be drawii into urecedent j and 
I fihould think that the right lion, gciit. him- 
ficlf would wish that tiicse transactions, to 
wiiu'ii it is 'my (ibje<"t to allude, and wJiich 
he conceives to liave been founded iqion 
good grfiuncls (d'e\poc!ieiicv, may not be .suf- 
Icrcd to pass uniiotit cd, and iheicby become 
4i ])! credent for any sucevs.-^f-rs who ma}' not 
l..:\ e the same ju.slili<Mtii;n. 'l\> prevent ihclr 
bt'ing draw n into sucli a dcM rijitlon of pre- 
ecdeiU is my only ol’jer f, and 1 liojje, if it is 
i'.Uciided to propr'->c ;»•••)' oilur rc<oluti«»ns, 
(cvaniK-r risoiulioni> 1 ceiiuvve there can be 
iionc) lliat gcMitlcnien will not approve of 
tii./'.e, ii’.i'i rciect mine, inu'clv bcriii.se ttK-y 
;;cniine. When this subjei’t w^as befo»e 
ti e Louse on ilie Hth of April, the right lion, 
g :it. vwis (ijarged by me vvitii a strong sus- 
jjLcion ot having a knowledge of the trans ac- 
tions v\ hicli were then under discussion. It 
ctTtainly then appeared that he knew of the 
naval money beiag drawn from the bank, 
and Jiitiged at a private banker's. I never 
<\)ncei\cd lor a moment that he jwrticipatcd 
iu'tne cinolument.s derived I'rorii that mo- 
ney, blit, until it wa.s explained by Ida evi- 
denee before the committee, it certainly ap- 
peared to me most extraordinary that (he 
right lion, gent., knowing of that prni tico in 
the year l/.O/, tooL no sStt'ps to put a stop to 
it. It certainly apjKured \ cry exiraordimry ; 
but I lieg leave to say, that as it appears 
now, and as it is uororious to the world, 
whatcv'cr there may be of uegHgence, all 
suspicions of a graver nature arc totally and 
VoL. V. 


ilie substance was ilie same. vVs to this part 
of the subject, I .should hardly ihiuk it nc-. 
ce^saryto say one word iiiorcj but I havo 
heard from several resjicclable persons re-, 
marks upon the evidence, relative to this 
point, upon whicli I must make a lew obser- 
vations. It has been said, that this was not 
an nHicial conversation, and that the subject ■ 
of iVIr. Raik/‘s’s communication was a mere 
nimour cau.'jit up in the bank; that Air, 
Kalkos Iiiitl it from Abrnham Newland — that 
Abrciliam Ncvvland liad it from the clerk, 
and .so < n ,* but the fact turns out to be so, 
and that being the can*, it signifies not 
ilirougli how many hancN the rumour of it 
li.ul ])as.sed. Air. Raikes suy.s he informeil 
(he diivctiirs, when he returned, of the com- 
munication he had inaxk* to the chancellor of 
the oxciiequer ; they, however, conldnot 
recollect it, hut vvliethey tliey did or not i.s of 
no consequence whatt^ver, There is no 
doubt that ijie right lion. gent, wms informed 
of k, and a :>]iort time afterwards he had a 
conversation with lord Melville upon the 
..Libjcct, who vitisficd him that the money 
was not draw 11 out C)f the bank in any other 
manner than as requlrctl by the exigencies 
of the navid service. Now, it is a little ex- 
traordinary that the right Lon. gent, should 
not think it proper to make further euqut-* 
rios. I do not mean to impute to him Cri- 
minality, but great negligence. It would 
have betn raucli better if he hat* tiien nstFlts 
an enquiry into the circmnstanccs, and it - 
should be recollected that the rig lit hoh, 
gent, himself then stood in a j'ecuiiar situR- 
lion with respect to the naval in»;ney, as hj? 
had v/illulrawn a large sum from it the year 
preceding, of which I slw 11 speak pres«itl 3 %' 
and which was not at that time all repaid. 
The riahi lion, gc^nt. hoWcviJr tp hav© 
i C 
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been tofally apathetic upon that octjasron, al* 
tbodgh it must certainly appear very strange, 
that the minister of finance, anxious for the 
honour of his friends, and for the regularity 
ot financial transactions, should not, upon 
such a communication being made to him, 
have thought it right to institute a private 
enquiry. It appears also a little extraor- 
dmary that the right hon. gent, should never 
&ftcrvt^ards meniion this subject to Mr. 
Raikes. It has been said that it was ex- 
traordinary Mr. Baikes should never men- 
tion it to him ; but having stated it to die 
minister of finance, it may be fairly supposed 
tJjat he conceived he had done his duty, and 
that nothing further was required of him. A 
thousand excuses may certainly be found for 
the conduct of the right hon. gent, in thi.s 
instance ,* but no excuse which is satisfac- 
tory to me in the manner in which I view it. 
Another extraordinary p.irt of the evidence 
of the right hon. gent. Is, that the provi.sions 
of the law w'cre not at that time under hi.s 
contemplation; now it turns out that the 
law was broken ; but the right hon. gent, 
had forgot the act of parliament.^ 'Ihis 
would be no excuse to any subject in the 
land ; the me.anest individual cannot plead 
ignorance of the law, and ‘^halJ the right lion, 
genl. be allowed to plead tlhit lie luifi forgot- 
ten the la\y ? It is iK^t a little extraordinary 
that the right Jion. gent., who to<ik a part in 
the formation of this, as well as other laws of 
n .similar description, .should, when this sub- 
''ject of the violation rjf the lavv comes before 
him, forget the existence of such a Jaw. If 
this case, as it originally .stood, had nut been 
explained by the evidence before the select 
committee, I should have felt it my duty to 
move .some resolutions upon the subject; 
hbt not wishing to move any resolution that 
may be personally ollensive to the right hon. 
geht. — (and .so far a.s the right hon. gent, is 
concerned in the violation of the act, the 
evidence of the right hon. gent, being in a 
great meas!irc cntisfaclory) — I do not intend 
to move any resolution upon this subject. 
Ihe next subject upon which I wi.sh to 
trouble the house, and wdth rcspe< t to which 
I moan to move resolutions, is the deficiency 
ofJcllicoe. I s.. id so* much upon flits toph* | 
npoU a former niglit that I shall not weary | 
thti patience of the house by saying much i 
in<*re upon it now. I ihall only advert to 
tw*) or three circumstances which appear | 
very extraordinary. Some conversation took j 
Jilnre’ljelw'een the right hon.' gent and the ; 
tre.T-jiircr of the navy. The r\ ideiice of the i 
riglil hon. g^iit. is not nreciw upon this ' 


point; but it is probable, that .some previous 
conversation took place relative to this sub- 
ject. A memorial was drawn up on the 
part of lord Melville, and [absented to the 
treasury board. I’here i.s a ver)'- particular 
circumstance, however, respecting the dales 
upon thw occa.sion, xvhich has recently fallen 
under my notice. I'he minute of the trea- 
suxy board, on which the warrant was to is- 
sue for exonerating lord Melville from any 
respcnsibilityoii account of the deliciency of 
JelJicoe i.s dated tlie 29fh of May, ISOO. 
One would naturally snppo.se this to be a 
previous step to obtaining a writ of privy 
seal ; but it api^ears that tlie warrant w*i 3 
dated the 21st of May, eight day.s before the 
minute of the treasury authorising the war- 
rant. itiis circumstance may be explained, 
but it appc.irs to be a new mode of doing bu- 
siness to be laying the foundation of the 
hou.se at the top instead of the bottom ! The 
warrant, liowcver, is dated on the 31 st. the 
writ of privy .‘^cal xvas i.s.sued on the 27t|i, and 
on the 29th oI May, the minute of the triia- 
.sury board is dated, which was the founda- 
tion of the whole proceeding. This is cer- 
tainly very strange. The right hon. gent, 
may jay that this is a usual mode of doing 
Imsines^j — that it i.s usual to put the hor.se 
behind the cart, and to do business before 
tJie order authorising it is given. Unless 
some satisfactory explanation i.s given upon 
thi.s point, I cannot excuse the right hon. 
get. from blame. Not attending accurately 
to datc.s, I had .supposed that the change of 
ministry had taken place about that time, 
and that in the hurry of packing iip,nhes 3 
trifles had not been attended to ; but I see 
the right hon. gent, continued in oftice near- 
ly a twelvemonth afterwards. The right 
hoij. gent, may .say, that this i.s a matter of 
detail, and that it belonged to the secretary 
of the livasmy. Supposing, however, that 
point cxplaiiierl, there* are still other features, 
lemaining. I’he right hon. gent.. certainly 
mtiy not have leisure to read with Iiis own eyes 
all the papers relative to any particular sub- 
ject, or bear with his owm ears all the infor- 
mation r*pon the subject; but thi.s case i.s a 
.single insionce. The rt. hon. gent, said in his 
e^.'idonce before the select committee, that 
he believed ihtre were otlier in.aanccs of tlie 
same kind. It appearji , ho\'x*ver, t hat from 
t!u* year l/O’O, <luring the whole of his pre- 
sent niaiesty’s rcigii, there is no writ of privy 
se.il wliirh can form a precede nt of this na- 
ture. 'J liere Iku c lieen warrants to pass ac- 
counts bn t not I O' exonerate irom dchcicn- 
cies. ihere i'ppcjrs, indeed, a warrant to 
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exonerate lord Grenville respecting a sumap- the question, it is not the \vay that any perr 
plied lor secret service money, the person to sous would argue in private life with regard 
whoni it was 'advanced having ran away, but to their own conc*ern.'s, and it is a mode o/ 
nothing else that can be construed into a aixument that ought not to be applied to thsa 
precedent. On these ciraimstances it is dint expenditure of public money. I admit (hat 
J ground a charge against the right hon. some portion of compassion may sometim^ 
gent of not enquiring into die truth of the be very properly exercised in favour of a 
allegations made with a view to obtain the debtor, but there appears no just plea of that 
writ r>i‘ privy seal, respecting die deticiency kind in this case. Mr. Samucljellicoe, the 
of Jollicoe, or not directing the secretary to son of Adam Jellicoe, in whose accounts UlkO 
the treasury to make such an enquiry. Rut deficiency existed, stated in the first instance 
what in this case were die junior lords of before the committee, that he attributed the 
the tj casury about ? Could not the right forbearance exercised towards liiiii *.ta cooir 
hon. gent. <ieputc Mr. Smith, or lord Glen- passionate motives j but the next day lie con- 
ben io, or Mr. Pybus, to make some enquiry tradicted that evidence, and said he did not 
uj)on this subject, and make a special report know to wliat motives to ascribe it. Mr, 
upon it ^ Could not lord GJenbcn’ie, a man of White, solicitor to the treasury, was employ- 
thc g.^calest solidity, as well as knowledge of «d to get possession of the property and cf- 
busincss, make some enquiry relative to the fccts of the deceased Adam Jellicoe, and ;it 
circumn;inres of this case? 'J hat noble lord first he bustled about, and scorned to have 
now !ioids an office, that of surveyor general nearl}^ extracted all the property .which Mr, 
of woods and forests, which requires all the Jellicoe once possessed, lie then stopped, 
exerlions of his iiiiud, and upon tlie etfective He was first employed in the year 1788, and 
pcrform.inee of the duties of which dtqiertds [after the year l/L)'A ho took no further step 
in a great measure the strength of our navy, in the busincsi, except .some instidmcnl!! 
It is in 'nil ar however lliat though the name lieingpaid. I have said thu.s much upon. 
(;f lord (Tllenbcrvio appears at tlie foot of the this snbjt‘ct, in erder to state all the poinl.s to 
minute of the treasury board, yet when ask- the right hon. gent. The solicitor of tho 
cd rclcitivo to (his subject before the com- trea.sarv took no steps at all from May, 180Q, 
mittee he replied lie knew nothing about it ^ nor were any taken by any person to reco- 
hr could not en recollect whether he was ver the remainder of the debt due to the 
present on that occasion; and belitued he crown, whilst, at the same time, sonic of ^je 
liad not attended for a year. ISow, Sir, propeity ajipears to hive been valued at less 
though unlimited in talent, the right hon. than (lie value. It is upon these grounds 
gent, id not unlimited in point of .strength or that 1 call upon the house to vote certain re- 
<jf lime. Ji is imp-o-ssible he can look to all solulioiis, in which I have expressed my opi- 
tliese' things [iini‘-elf ; but wiiy should not nion upon this Rubject. — Having discharged 
the junior lords look to them ? and certainly my mind of these minor topics, t noxv 
iT is iinpo.'silile they can investigate them if to tlie most material pari of the subject, 1 
they absent lUemselvcs. 1 do not blame the mean the mb am e of 40,0001. to the house 
riglit lion. gent, so miu'h for his ow'ii ipdiv i- of lldyd and Rontield. It is now pretty well 
(liial conduct a.s for no'l giving .sutlicicrit or- known, that if the nav:il commissioners had, 
dors Id others. 1 am particular upon this not been apiH>inteil, this fact would never have 
subject, bee ’.use in case such enquiry had been known to the honisc. WitJi resiiect to the 
been made, it would have been found that statements of the right hon. gent, and another 
the aiermeiit.s contained in the inemoriai righthon.gent. (Mr. Long,) who,atlbe|Teripd 
from lord Melville were not exactly founded when the acUame was made, was one of tlte 
ill fact, and it is upon this 1 shall call upon secretaries of tlie treasury, the facts of t|ie 
tlie house to agree to some resolutions wliicli case, thougli not liefom the house, have 
1 intend to propose, and which I think tliej been long know n, although there Is some 
cannot reject; if they do they w'ill sanction a difierenc’e in the satt incuts. Wlien a great 
waste o* public money, wdiich may lead to commercial Jiousc fails, it too olten b'lppens 
the very w'orst c(snsc<juences. 1 .’>ay, that that quarrels a-ise, by which meaii-s 
upon tlie grooiid of a lal.ie suUcinent which metits on both sides a.^’C produc«jd. tii which 
might iiaye been discot erod to be tal.se upon the public generally led veiy little interest, 
ex a mi nation, it appears that no step had been These statements, howeier, will enable 
taken to recover the remainder of the debt to discover whether the house ot Royd ui^i . 
due to the croAvn. People may say all this Benfield was at the time tliis advance w.as 
is triiling, but that i.i not the Avay to arijue made in a solvent stsTtir ; il it wn.^ not, I 
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. contend the adva^n<^c made to them u^as most j Walter Boyd, jun. by whom the balls were 
nuiious, as it tended to raise ihcir hopes and | pnrportcil to be drawn at hlamburgh', but 
inflame their expectations, and thus to lead j who was in fact at that time in London, 
them on the sociur to their downhill. lam j Who was Mr. Boyd ? I believe bisn to be 
fer fri^m saying that there is no occasion on : a man of talent, a nnn c f vast views, who 
^hicli a minister ought not to violate all j ('oulrl sketch out a jirojcct in a few minutes 
■forms and aclupv)n tl:e spur of the moment, ; wliicli should produce H or 10,tX;0,(Xi0, 
or that it may not lie iKicessary to conceal i without any possible loss, or any body lieing 
for a lime such a violation of form, other | the worse for it. He unfortunately obtain- 
.wise llv efloct of the measure will be lost . i ed the confldenoe of the rivlit limi. gent., 
The^ stale may somelime-^ be sa\ed by a \io- j and obtained an ascendency in tlio eoinmcr- 
, 1ati<*i of form. But if a minister feels him- : cial world which was ec'ry injiiriou.s, a.s it in- 
self called upon to violate forms, for v.hat | iroduced a sy.steni, which w.is prodnctiie t?f 
he conceives to be th '3 expediency of the | very injurious etUvfs. He also at that time 
public sen'ire, ought he not to take steps to contra( ted lor ;i wiiii h I believe was 

prevent otlicrs who sviccecd him frohwuail- a dose loan, ^i’he fii.'.lresM ', nt oovemment 
ing tlicniselvesr of this precedent for a bad w^'ere so great, tlial tlu v ^ ailed. lor an antiei- 
pnrpose ? How can he do tliis, but by paliou of the jmuneuts (ai tJie loan. Beiort# 
making a record of it, that if he live he tbi'.'^c were ail made, Oicn^ wa.s another Joan 
imy tell the pubhc of it, or, if he die, the (;f 1S,(XK>,CX)t)i., wliioli the ri ;hl lion. gent, 
reasons of the aer may appear, and apiece- u idled to he by i v)mpctitior ; In this Mr. 
ck'iit may not be established destiiictive to Boyd objected, and the right lion. };i nt. at 
ihc pubdic imerest. If forms must he liabi- length agreed that he sJionld bid o'. er ih.? 
tually vioJaied, they oiight not to exist. TIu* tilher biddin.gs, if he jilcased 5 tiiis in the 
right hou. gent, said in evideiu'e before the end became a dose loan, or, at least/ in 
committee, that he could not revraj the cir- which Mr. Boyd, and (>theirt uerc? ('(Ui tract 01 s. 
cun)stan<’c.s of this transarJion, beeau'^e, if 'IJie loan of l.s,0()(>,(XH)]., tor the service 
he had, it woidid, ha\c induced that uhich it of the year, was a cl(;so loan, and it wa,-. 
was his ol)jecl in doing it to avoid. This I up’on thi.s that f!ie transaction took plai'e. 
do not ask, but that I'C should have revealed Mr. T><'yd obtauied ad\ant.u>es uj'on that 
it when lie <y'u!(l do it vith .<«.ifety, tliepe- loan, v. hidi beeame th<' mblei t <.f di^cu^- 
ri(xl being jV'.l when any injurious civii'-e- 
ciuencc:! ouiki iia'. e n suited from tlie di^clo- 
Kure. The only rci^fcn given Iw tlie right 
bon. gent, in Jdis evidence for not dvdiig so 
was, that it did not occur to him. The 
light hon. gent, having tlnis,\ iolated the law, 
and not revealed it to tills bouse, 1 feel my- 
self compelled to call iip.on the hou.se to take 
some mc.i.'Ure in consequence of this con- fell to a coiisiderabJc discount, to tittecn, 
duct, i v)wn I am a great friend to thfr deal- and }5l, the average, of tlie premium was 
ing, and if the right hon. gent, had c'ometo about 7 •» ‘‘1 die discount O'. Jl u w 

,lhe house of comiiirjns, and stated tb.c (ir- in September dial Boyd informed the 

cnm.staiKys of the case, I would IiaVe .cnid, right hon. gent, of his situation, although in 
take your hill of indemnity, let it n<9t be tlie April previous Jic had contracted for 
drawn into a precedent. — Let ns, .sir, now another clo.*c loan of 7 dXX>,(X^<)J., at least i: is 
, consider some of the (.ircumstances of this slatedtobcclo.se. What did the house i>f 
^ tf^nsaction. In the years I79-'>> J/pd, and Boyd and Beuflcid <lo all this lime if ll)i*y 
. 1/97 J great distress was felt for money both did not sell iJieir scrip ? Some might si 11 
by government and iiulividiials. In they*, ir at a premium, .and otJiers migiit stay till they 
- J 795 , the distress for adv.'uicen on tJie loan were obliged to .soil at a loss; but in lira; 
was (50 great that tlie rigid hon. gonl. had ca.se lliey must pay for their own mi.si'i»r- 
.teeourse t(?. an expedient winch would have tunes ; and to single out one individual in 
ihrowg^j^^l^edit on amv mercantile hoii.se in this situaliou for as.sistaiice from govun- 
Jiuropej^^ht of making ficlitious paper for ment, w.is acting unfairly to all the ivst. It 
. -thcpjtrpok' of raising nu)P''’y.'l his expedient, besides creates siuspiiion, when it is ccini- 
did not succeed, c.vJ a great part dered that the gent, was a member ct’ p u - 
of t^jj?' paper came back wiiiumt pioductng JumienI, that Ins partner was a member of 
a h'ljfliing. Who managed this traftsactioi. ? parliament, and that tlioy were tjjc i c,:oe;.a- 
Mi*;'' Boyd. Who drew Uie bills? Alv. l tors oi Huniljiirgli bills, b.rong s;.',h'iou 


.sion in a commitlco ol this hoii'-e, and oy 
vliieli it api)e;,ired tli.'it the lo.in was at a jM‘c- 
minni ol’ 1*2 per ('cnt. before the first in- 
stalment was due. Miieii has been said 
about the discount upon this loan ; it ap* 
pears, however, that u[) to late in April 
I7f)^^» h w.as at a premium of O'; ; in gene- 
ral ten, and sometimes twelve ; it afterwauis 





PAUL. DEBuVTES, Jujie 14, lSoh>*^ihe Loan Jo and Jhnfield.' 



is excited that this was the cause oF their eel for every thing which 1 have the happiniessi 
haviijg the tvvo loaiw of 1S,000,0()01, and tube possessed of. The public, I believe# 
7,Ot^,OCX)l. given to them. When it is as well as the individual who has now tlta 
<$iiid that the luivance of this averted honcyir of addressing you, may find reiwciii 

a groat public calamity in preventing the* to rejoice in the .success of tlioso e^etliofi*, 
taiiiire of the house, it is ijnpo:>siblc to snp- and the rewards which must stimulate th#, 
j)osc that the v\ aut of could h.ivc energies of industry : in eni idling an indi- 

c:ui'»cd the faikire (U' sudi a house. Why vidiul, they added to the wealth of th^osu 
ojuld it nut he obtained by cany ing their with whom he was coiu emod ; and in pro- 
.srrip to niarktt? In recurring to these curing wealth to hunself, in stewl of hurting 
transactions, 1 wish as mndi as possible to any man, he diffused it, in a just propor- 
iivuid sji(Mking of Mr. IJentidd. 1 caniu^l tion, amongst tlioyto aroiiiul him. Lot Otliers, 
but feel for the situation of lhi;t gent., who if they ploa'^e, boiisL of an illusirlous Imeof 
was unfurUinately the ])artnev of Mr. Boyd, ancesd-y. 1 do not envy ; on the contrary, 

1 n*spect If s unmerited inisforuiues and can- I respect them. I think the eslinivUion of 
not but lanifot that ho and liis family have ancestors a'l Jiscful for producing emulation 
lwu s’.idi sufferers by llie wild and in the descendants, as the cxihteiKV of rank 

< liimcricai eculalicjus ])arriier. Why is necessary to the good order of a slate. 

^Jwj-dd not Ml . fbnd sell his scrip, as well Every tainily, howeter great and illustrious, 
as oiiier neojde, if he wanted money? and must have b id its founder ; :md \\hile otheis 
wouid tlieiv l'>e any singidiU'ity in his doing pride thcnisehes in their rcmijteness from 
so, as be was supported by the example (»f their founder, J feel a pi Ide and salisf.iclion in 
the Ollier great JiiercaiUile liouses ? Sup- being the nearest to mine. M'ith t hex? sent 1- 
posing Hen the c.onsecpiciice to bo that the menis and i;ni>ressions, I own that I caiinot 
Jiouse uf Ml . Boyd should have failed a lit- rccogniho the atiinity w hit h th.* inoaiod mar- 
tie soon; r, would if have had a greater, or ket has to any otlier, nor can i l iitig myndf ' 
rinb' i* WDOiil it not ha\ehad a much less in- to thiifk of it but with ili.^gust. When we 
jurion.-, eifei't upon c redit, lliaii any of t|u>sc hear of such things a ■> sbK,h-jobhing, wad- 
me.vMiitile bou.ses, not^siiliject to such daring diing out of the Alle;; , birne ilucKs, the. nu- 
^]^ecllla^ion.s, and known at all to have been melons aithiees, but, abmeali, the fiecjuciit 
infinitely more substantial ? How was it to and fatal forgenes wliitb arc commilted 
be supposed that the Joan of *4n,(X)0l, was a ihroiigh the means of this inark<?t, it can- 
.sum could have prodiu ed any elfci't not be viewed ^it with abboiTLiice. coni- 

wliatevcr upcjij a house nuh as ?vlr. Boyd’s pared with nn^)ther ; and, if tho:»o con- 
was then supposed <‘lo ha\e been. J deny, eerned in them grow lich, 1 cannot esteem 
that if the house Wii.s Solvent, e\en any tern- it obtained with so nrich eredir U) ihc* 
jior.iry effect was of such a nature a.s could indindual, and x) much benefit to the 
justify the* violation of the law. Even on public, as that wbic.li has descended hi 
the snp])()sition of their selling the scrip at me. d’hex*, sir, are l!ie reasons, why I 
the greatest discount, the utmost h ns could di.like l!ie vi ry n;:rie of money market, 
be no more than lij,0(X)l. which could be But, dismissing th.U ‘•ubjvt't, it is said th:Jt 
b'.it a Iritle to a hou.sc imnn^rsed in .such stu- } :ii that market there is a \v,iy of getting at 
jiendous engagements. If the right lion. | the \ote.s of members uf llii^ bouse, I a/u 
gent, h.'itl no other reason to .suspe('t them, ! ^ery far f om saying that ii is so. 1 ccr- 
he should have done it, e\en on' aecciuit of tainly do iioi assert any sucli tiling myself; 
tlu*ir being in distres.s, udiich eovld only that would be unbe(*omin.g. Bui, in ilic 
have been produced by their making so Ixid opinion of many, and, pcrl«i[)s, of the 
an use of the immense advantages tJiey pos- public too, ir was somewhat strange, that 
so.ssed in what is called tlie monied market, such Joans sliould have been guen only tf> 

J nv.i.-,t confess tb.M f.*an e.u!;/ liabits and members of ]>nliamenl. At t lie lime th« 
ac(]uainiance with ii^irkets oi aiivHher de* bank of England iVanvAvcd li?e:r discounts, 
scription, 1 ha\e a great dislike to the word ; and,p:ircieuiarJ) to tjie bolide of Bs-yd. why 
monied mark!:!, as I cannot well compte-jdid not llie right hon. gcrJ. en.p-dre into 
head the lueaning of the Ivrm. When I i tlscir reasoi.r, for ]i.i\ ing c]..>uc so r B u^astin- 
hcar of (he corn market, and the liop niar- qutNtinnaldy hl.-» duty to li u c .‘o.id.e il.e cii- 
ket, I under- bind the phrase perfectly well, qniry, for the "safely «d‘ the pi.blie ; ami 
and it re ninds me of li:m to who>e iiidetati- if he had done it, b.e u.)*dd ibuivl 

gable indiislr/, and judicious exertions in that the unb.suiid.'d of Mr, 

u*aiisjctions with thcsemarkclb I mu indebi- Boyd, in the ^Uiey, diem /euson to 
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suspect the solvency of- the house. Mr. 
B<>yd represented to the right hon. gent., 
fliat tlic bank narrowed their accointno- 
dations to him, only to oppress him > 
and was the right hon. geut. such a no- 
vice as to suppose, tliiit oppression could 
been their motive, or that they 
had not other very sufticient reasons for 
doing so ? To set the mutter, however, 
beyond all controversy, tlie fact is known, 
that die bank had made repre.seiitations to 
the ri^ht hon. gent, upon the subject, and 
informed him that tliey could have no con- 
iideucc in the, security of Boyd, as it was 
his practice to make great promises, and as 
often regularly to fail in them. I will do 
the right hou. gent, the justice to say, that 
he di<r not lend the 4<),CXX)1. without having 
obtained security for it ; but he sliould have 
confidence that Boyd ought to have other 
resources without having recourse to so ex- 
traordinary a one as this was. It is further 
to be remarked, Ilut in the midst of the.se 
embarrassments, the right hou. gent had 
anotlier transaction witJi Mr. Boyd for send- 
ing 150,0001. to China, by the way of the 
Cape of Good Hope. I know not why it 
is, sir } but when I hear this silver contract 
mentioned amongst mercantile men, I always 
see them laugh 3 but, as I am* not in die 
secret oi diis silver contract, I shidl say no 
more about itj and should not, perhaps, 
have mentioned it at to shew Uiat 

. Mr. Bo^^d at that time jWT the preference 
in every thing, Mr. Boyd had also other 
loans in the years 1796 and 1797 > and no- 
thing so fully proves the negligence of the 
minister, as that he took no means to in- 
form himself of the circumstances of that 
gentleman, who was under extreme era- 
barrasment long before diese had taken -place, 
[Mr. Whitbread here read extract.^ from se- 
veral letters, in proof of the 'existence of 
these embarrassments.] I lind in a letter 
" which, previously to these loans in 1 79(1 
and 1797> he wrote to Mr. Benfield, in 
^ whidl he told him, that he was a mined 
man. In August and September 1796, he 
in letters to tlxe same gentleman, the 
g^t distresses of the house, and the 
relief he found in a di^.count from a 
njreigp housi^ with which he had been io- 
diftately acquainted, of 50,0001. Hisem- 
blitaimehts; he further adds, were so great, 
he was under die. necessity of applying 
to Another quarter, namely, to Mr. Pitt and 
vfa^Tit Melville, where in prudence and 
pc^y .his clUtrc'sses ought not to be known. 
In snoit, ^ougbout the \^liule of Un:; 


period, hia letters contain a shocking re* 
cital of his .distresses, all occasioned by his 
adventurous speculations in the Alley. It 
has been said, that after all there was no 
inconvenience occasioned by this advance to 
the payments of the navy, and i am ready 
to admit that no demands on the office of 
the paymaster went unpaid at that time. 
It must at the same time be remembered, 
howev er, that the^navy bills were not puid 
with proper punctuality. I remember, on 
a former occasion, M^hen an hon. gent, not 
at this time a member of this house (Mr. 
Robson), having staled, that a bill for 17I. 
or 18l. went unpaid at the sick and hurt 
office, he was taken up in such a ttaie of 
indignation and defiance to prove his clunge 
by the then chancellor of die oxcihcqut^r, 
that the right hon. member alluded to WtW 
stunned, anti apprehensive at the momeuL 
that he had lx*en guilty of a kind of trea- 
son, whereas, in a short time afteiwaris, it 
turned out that tlie statement was not only 
true, but that tJicrc w'ere several other bilU 
in the same predicament. It is ith pain 
and concern 1 al^o observe, tliat there have 
all along been very .slianiefuJ delays in the 
payments of the half-pay of the navy ; and 
surely, of all other branches of the servic«>. 
there is not one which so imperiously re- 
quire.s a prompt and immediate payment, 
as the supply of the exigencies of those gen- 
tlemen, who having won such gl(»riou.s 
laurels for their country,' and having no 
oilier support but their pay, arc kept gene- 
rally six, but constantly three months in 
arrears. TJiis distressing rircum.staiu'e liad 
hitherto escaped iny notice ; and I hope that 
it will be remedied without delay. — ^Thi.s, 
sir, is a task which I impo.scd upon luyscjf, 
when I gave notice of my former motion, 
and iu the discharge of it, I do not mean to 
criminate- the right hon. gent, though J wiah 
to have the circumstance placed a.s a record 
vpon your journals. A confidence in that 
right iiori. gent., when he was con.«ide!efl 
in the midst of his rapid career, for ih ? sal- 
vation of his country, made tilings be own*- 
looked, which, in other times, and under 
offier administrations, would have created 
considerable alarms^ but, at the prese nt 
moment, it become.^ parliament, that it will 
not always.be indirferent to liim. I own 1 
am anxious this night for the co-operation 
of the friends and adherents of the noble 
viscount, who prot cded the present chan- 
cellor of the excliequcr, for I must, in 
common with thcMU, commAul the accuracy 
of lord Sidmoulh’s administration of the 
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finances; he nev'er i^tempted those dash- 
ing things that are so conspicuous in die 
charatter of his successor. And I must con- 
fess, tliat however I may have condemned 
the incapacity of that noble lord as a war 
minister, diough he did but little in his 
short administration of the war, his succes- 
sor has done less in a much longer period. 
—The hon. gent, concluded by moving the 
follpwingresolutions. i."* That in September 
j/gd, Messrs. Boyd, Benhcld, and Co. 
being then contractors for two loans in the 
progress of payment, did rc*prcscnt to the 
right hon. William Pitt and die right 
hon. lord viscount Melville their inability 
to make good an insUdmeiit, falling due on 
the gth day of September I79d, on account 
of the general embarrassments at that time, 
alfecting both public and jjrivate credit, 
and the. particular line of conduct adopted at 
the bank, of limiting dieir accomodations 
in the way of discount.” — 2. ** That the 
right hon. William Pitt being impressed, 
as stated by him, with the belief of the im- 
portance and urgent ncces.sity, with a view 
to es.sential public interests, of granting re- 
lief to the said Messrs. Boyd, Benfield, and 
Co. for the purposes of making good the 
said instalment, and no other means sug- 
gesting themselves by whicli much public 
mischief might be prevented, and having 
understood from the right lion, lord vis- 
count Melville, the treasurer of the na\y, 
that the sum of4Q,000l., which, together 
with other been issued from the 

c\clie< 3 uer, and |iMP to the credit of the 
.said lord \iscount Melville, at the bank 
ot England, as treasurer of the navy, for 
navy services, might be spared without in- 
convenience, provided unquestionable secu- 
1 ities were obtained lor tlie repayment of the 
same, within a sJiort period, did consent to 
tiieatlvance of tlie .sum of *10,0001. which had 
been for navy .'jcrvices as albresnid to 

the said Jioiisc of Boyd, Benfield, and Co.” — 

:j. “ That it appears to this house, that 
.sufficit'iU .securities were nrovluced for the re- 
rei^ayment of the said sum of 40,0001. ; tlm 
it was afterwards repaid by insralmeobi, the 
last of wiiidi wzis received in January, 179^3; 
and that no inierest was paid thereon by the 
said Me.ssi's. Boyd, Beiitield, and Co.” — 

•1. “ That no rnemoiMiidum oi enty of any 
kind of the said rrniisict ion appears to have 
been pre.svTv«.*d, rind that no act of indem- 
nuy I’or tlie pi'isons concerned in such trans- 
action had been obtained.”— A.s s<K)n as the 
resolutions were handed up to the chair, 

’i'hc t'kuna'lifjr of tht Exrhetiuer and 


LoAH iff J^d dnetBenjia' 

spoke to the fbllowiug effect Sir, J do 
not think it necessary lo endeavour to tbl^ 
low the lion. gent, through the variety pf 
matter, unconnected with tho subject, whidb 
he has thought proper to introduce. ^It can- 
not be expected by the house that I shouW 
do so, since it would be occupying tliek 
time ill discussing affairs with rejini to 
which they are npt on the present occasion, 
called upon for a decision. L^st of all, sir, can 
it be supposed that 1 should follow him, wbpn, 
in bringing forward a specific charge against 
an individual, he wanders from the question 
in order to discass thediftbreiff merits pf the^ 
pre.5ent and late administrations — the difie- 
rent merits of lords JNfelville and St. Vincent 
in the blockade of the enemy's ports— the 
degrees of economy of different ministersr-^ 
and a great many otlier points, Uie infrp- 
duction of which can serve no other earthly 
purpose but that of wasting the time of the 
house. Thc.se things I shall abstain from 
for the present. Tlicre will be a day soon, 
when, upon the motion of an hon. gent. 
(Mr. Grey) near him, they will come ia 
more naturally. Till that time arrives, th© 
house will not expect that I should enter 
upon these topics, and allow inybdf to bo 
diverted by tJiera from the question im- 
mediately before us. On reflection, I am 
persuaded that tlic hon. gent, himself will 
think that they might very well have been 
simred. Now, a|r, looking at those thing* 
thatde.servc to be enquired into, wc find tfo 
hon. gent, talking of the money market, the 
bulls and the bears, the lame ducks, and 
other circumstances connected with 'Change- 
alley, with all which he forsooth i.s mightily 
di.spJeased. Now, sir, it .so hapjjen!*, that in 
tins country, distinguished for its wealtli> 
its commerce, and great necessary ex- 
penditure, there must be a money market, 
and this i approJiend is not to be accounted 
a very bad thing merely because, tlie hon, • 
gent, does not like the. plira.-e. ‘ His fasti- 
dious ear is great Jv offendea \ritJi tlie coarse 
term money market.” But llie questioiir 
is not with respect to llie term, but iL ’ 
wdiether there hliall be in*i!iis country pubic 
and private credit, and if it be decided in did^ 
affirmative, 1 trust i!ie hou.so wdl be qf? 
opinion that a money merkei is not,.>a;! 
disgraceful a thing, 'tlM-:»g!i liic teaixlia^ ) 
given such a rude shock to the dclicato;; ‘ ■ 
and critical e,:r of the hon. gviU.— 
sir, to .come #0 the fjesiness before iis [ 
more particularly ; 1 must, iii the first 1 
place, shortly adwit to the ailair of Mr, ♦ 
Raikes and my.«'Jf;‘ tJiougli this part is 
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rendered the founjjation of a sjwcific motion! 
The hon. gent., in touching upon ilii** point, 
has very candklly .idmittcd tliat iJierc is ho 
appearance of partieij^ation or corrupt in- 
tention on my parr. 1 am glad, sir, of this 
adinisMon, and the more so, as it prevents 
the . necessity of my troubling the house 
with any long discus'^ion of tnat ])art of the 
case. At the same time J (annot pass it 
over entirely without congratulating the hon. 
gent, that lie has acejuind so much new 
light on ihi^ subject, which shews Jiim that 
the case does not stand e^sactly in the same 
sitnation as lio once apprel tended . Pcrliajts 
lathis may teach him, on any doubtful poi it t 
hereafter, to be more .sparing of Jiis in.sii>n- 
alions, and to wait witli more patience till 
the whole of i)ic evidence is brought for- 
ward, before he comes to any thing like a 
decision. He u ill, 1 iru.si, Ic irn to reserve 
his judgment prudently and cautiously, con- 
sidering that the re.sult of any invc.stigation 
may possildy turn oat very different from 
'what he niayliavc at supposed. There is 
another thing, tm, which is not to be alto- 
gether left in bilciu c. I'ho hon. gent, has (old 
tis, that he thinks llicre has been a great df^al 
of supcrflutius distussion about the manner in 
which ilic communication wa.s made} supjio- 
6rng no doubt, tliat if the. communiention was 
made, the manner is not very material. Hut 
' the Loll. gent, has surely not attended to this 
circum.stauce sufficiently, otherwise lie would 
never hate gi\en such an ojilnion a.s this. I 
would a^'k the house, and that hen. gent. 
Jiimself, whether in con.sidering an atfair of 
this naiurc, a great deal does not dejiend on 
' the deliberaiion with which the romimini- 
cation w\'is made, and ilie chanu ter of tla; 
person making it. I do not inoau his charac- 
ter as to rcsjjectability, but the ca^vicity in 
which he {>food and acted, the do<'muents 
(bar were prcauced, and a variety of otlu r 
circum .tant'cs. It makes, surely, a \crv 
wide dlu- aucc wjiethcr a.comnnnuca*ion i.s 
le-'ularly and ©fticially made, or whether it 
be made in ' sonic casual or geheral conversa- 
tjoii. degr*'c of weiojit, iht? degree of 
pirecision, ;»«d tl:c*\yhoic of the circum- 
fttauce.s under whitJi the atfair happened. 
muV be taken int«) aci ount, in I’otming a 
^ dt'clsion on such a subject as this. It is not 
therefore, sir, inunaU rial to ascertain whe- 
tlier Mr. Raikes i’pi;ke lo me as gove 'nor of 
the bank, or merely as a priiate individiuil 
r- whether be' spoke at the# desire of the 
hank, or of hi.s own mvord — Ironi bi.s own 
knowledge,' nr iipdii hearsay. 'The house,! 
Mr, art? now in p<.i4sn?aioti of tJie evidence on ' 


that point, and I hope- they Avill think that I 
have done my duty, though I myself certain- 
ly regret, from what has since hapf>ciied, ' 
that I did nbt enquire more particularly into 
the matter suggested by Mr. R.iike.s. Yet I 
hope the house wdll be of opinion that under 
i all the circum.stances of the case inucii blame 
could not attach fo me ha* not having at tiiat 
time made a more particular inquiry. Tins 
leads me to another general observation, 
which i.s here too maierial to he passed over. 

It i.s this, sir, that when a man is broaglit 
forward under a charge of this natui-c, you 
are not to take the circumstances exactly as 
they .stand at present, but ytai are to put 
your.self in his situalion, and consider how 
lie was to at:t with the light ::ad in the pre- 
di(‘nment wdiirh lie then .sto(;d. It is to l>c 
observed that such an oxplanafuai w';;s given 
me as appeared to t Ivar u]j the wlu»!e matter 
relatiie t(^ tlic commoMicalloii m.ule to me 
by Mr. Ralkc.*^, according to thf' \iew wJiich 
1 then had of the act of parliament. Rut 
the lion. p;ent. lias said, that it is singular 
that I should Jiavo forgot the act of parlia- 
ment. Now, if he will again look at tlie 
report of tlie committee, be will tnid tliat he 
iias given an interpritation to my w(n*ds 
wddeh they will not fairly boar. 1 did not 
say, sir, tliat J had forgot that there A\as 
.sueii an act of pailianieni, but that a parti- 
culm* provi.sion of the' act was not under my 
contemplation. I certainly conceived that 
the withdrawing of tlicifloney was not ille- 
gal, when it was only in such fiums 

were said lo ho necc-.ssai^lllTO carry on the de- 
lail.spf the oHicc. Whether (»r not tb.iL be 
(he sense the act, maybe still peril. qis a 
matter of doubt, but I do ncA think it neces- 
sary to consider tliat point at jirescnt. Ir 
may hereafter be a proper topic for di.scns- 
sion, but at this linu' it is not material, liii.s 
is all, sir, that I tliink it n.:i'C'.sary to any on 
that part of the hon. gentleman’s ^]K■och -> 
upem which no charge is brought against me. 
'^fhe next point, sir, and onoon whicii a .spc- 
citic charge is made^. is the transaciioii re- 
specting i\[r. Jcllicuc. On thi.s, I shall cer- 
tainly not trouble the iiouse at any great lengtii . 
ButI tee! iiiyselTjustitied in declaring, that if the 
thingw'as to happen again, under tire same cir- 
cumstances precisely, I .diaiild certainly act 
as I have done before. J w:h, and am per- 
suaded, tliat it wa-i nothing hut the strictest 
justice lo lord McUill« lo grant him th* 
discharge requin'd in this instance. I’ho 
tT(M.sury board had enough before them to 
convin«-n them of that circumstance, and 
thought themselves wl* course bound to act 



401 J PARL. ^DEBATES, Svsz l^, Loan io [4Qji^^‘ 


according to the view which they, in my 
opinion, with great justness and accuracy, 
eiiteilained of the matter. The grounds, 
sir, on which this opinion rested, are briefly 
these : — Lord Melville did not appoint Mr. 
Jellicoe, but foiifld him an old and .conti- 
dcntial senMiU of the public, who appe;ired 
to have acted with great fidelity in tlie tlis- 
charge of his duty for a long period of fiine. 
Lord hlelville never knew Turn before, nor 
could he be. supposed to entertain par- 
ticular personal partiality for him. He af- 
terwards found that, from some degree of 
imprudence, Mr. Jellicoe was embarrassed 
in Ills alUiirs. But, whatever degree of blame 
might attach to Mr. Jellicoe for the parti- 
cular acts whicJi he iiad committed, yet 
wJjen his long services were considered; 
when it was considered how he had been 
seduced, the degree of feeling and honest 
agony which he displayed ; nobody, who 
knows lord Melville, and the humane and 
liberal sciitimoTUs by which he is actuated, 
could suppose that lie would ht^ very forward 
to bear hard on a man in that siipation. 
Any unnecer.'.ary severity 1 am sure he could 
not use. But Oosidcs this, sir, there was no 
possibility at ih,. time that any lujig could 
result from s^-veic niiwsures being pursued, 
but the t )tal ruin of ?»Ir. Jellic<xi, at the 
same lime that every chance would be taken 
away of i::>ving the money repaid. Lord 
Melville, therefore, upnm a consideration of 
ihtf circuiu'jiance'i of the case, determined 
not to act with severity against Mr. Jellicoe, 
which mode of prclceediiig conferred a fii- 
vour on him, of which j)erha]>s he wa^not 
allogctlier undeserving, and at the same 
time afforded a bet ter*^ chance of liaviug the 
money repaid to the ofiicc, and though that 
chance has fnlod, yet it is imjxjssible on 
that accoimt to iliink the worse of the tran.i- 
aclion, which, under the circumstances, aoy 
one might be fairly justified in having 
course to. Why, then, in tlii.s situation, with 
such a case before them, could the lords of 
the treasury hesitate a moment whether lord 
Melville should be made perspnally respoiw 
sible for the sum that was lost, or whether 
the writ of privy seal should not be granted 
him to di'^charge the debt r. 11 icy thought, 
sir, and in my opinion thought jusUy, that, 
under all the circumstances he was. fairly 
entitled to his discharge, and it was accord- 
ingly granted. Any furtlie: enquiry ai>- 
I)earod to be ui>neces.sary, and the best evi- 
dence to shevv that it was unnecessary, is, 
tliat at this day, after inch a long period has 
elapsed, the very same sentiments seem to 
VoL. V. 


be justifiable witli regard to this case. IS 
this be true, what more, enquiry could W \ 
then reckoned necessary? The treasury ; 
board had a case before tliem, which they, 
thought amply proved, and they acted ac* . 
cordingly ; and I trust the house will be 
opinion that they acted justly. -Now, sir,.* 
as to the dates of the warrant; and tlie writ 
of privy seal to which the hon. gent, baa 
adverted. I must fnrly confe.ss, that thetfe 
does appear on the fiicc of them an incori- 
gmity wliich 1 am at tJiis moment not qble, 
to explain. Perhaps, sir, it was merely a 
mistake, perhap*! wrong dates were inserted 
by accident ; or what is more probable, per-»# 
haps the incongruity arose fix^ni a wish to 
save time, and to expedite the writ, with a. 
view to have it laid before the treasury board; 

I certainly cannot explain how the incop^ii. 
gruity of the dales arose in this instance. 
But at the same time it is to be observed, 
that such thiflgs are very often done, and, 
in fact, it must be obvious to every person hi 
Uie Jiabit of conducting the concerns of any 
great and busy department, that it is im- 
jaussible that oiticial busiiie.ss can be jicr- 
formed Without sometimes, for the sake of 
convenience, having recourse to trifling ir-. 
rcgularilies of this nature.^ All tljis is of less 
inconvenience, becaust; it is impossible that 
it can be productive of' atjy mi.schief, at least' 
in this in. stance, for the irn^gvijarity cannot 
prevent the whole from being as complctel/v 
open to discussion as if no irregularity Ixad 
taken place. I therefore trust that iJie house 
will not be disposed to give more w'eight to 
tlii,s circumstance .than it really deserves. 
There is, sir, only one other point in tiiis,, " 
part of die case to vyhicli I wish to advert. 
The hon. gent- , h. is siikl, that there is no 
othep. instance oif any discharge, being givejii 
in this naanner by. a . WTit of privy seal, 

I say, tiiat the regular mode of proceeding 
ill cases of this sort is by a writ of privy seal 
tlroni tb« treasury. I am not at presentment 
tering upon tlie merits^ of the case, but oiily ' 
discussing the juopriety of tfie mode' of pron 
cedure. '‘.Now I say, that' the caatt of my 
lord Grenville, mentioned by the hon, gent, 
is strictly analogous to the pre.sent. 
supposes that lord Grjenvilie having obtnintjd 
this money for secret; service^ advanced it fei . 
some person abroad, who ran away with 
The fact thaf. being issued to the lUibJq ^ 

lord for sqcr^ service, he delivered, it to 
some person, acting under him, and ,be cnir 
bezzledit. , ft would be. extremely hard, in^ 
deed,* if lord Grenville should be persfjnilly 
responsible in this case,, and accordingly' 
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discjinrge was granted him, in the propriety mcnts of conferring favour on any person, 
irf which proceeding the hon. gent, seepis But when in this instance the practice was 
jto concur. Now, the plaiii fact of the case departed from, there were strong su.spirioui 
of lord Melville is, that he having obtained that there was favour in the case, and a great 
the money in his oriicial capacity entrusted clamour was raised on the occasion. The 
an ofliicer, acting under him. who misap- strictest scrutiny was therefore instituted iii- 
plied it. N.i two cases could possibly be to tlie affair, and the result was, that tlie 
more similar, though I aj)prehciui that little j liouse came to tlie following resolution : — 
depends upon tlie exact similarity. How- | [Here the right hon. gent, read from the 
ever, it . does happen tliat tliev arc of the same journals a resolution of the house to the toJ- 
nature, and a discharge in the one rase, as lo\vii>g effect ;] — Resolved, tliat it appeals 
fhr as the forn} is concerned, was as proper to this house, that the practice of procuring 
in the one as in the other. This being the loans by open competition, established by 
short and plain statement of the matter, it the chancellor of the exchequer, has been 
really does lujt appear to me tliat I need piodueiive of very great advantage to the 
trouble the housc*any longer on this point, public, but that here it could not be applied 

NVnv, sir, I come to the most material in consistency with the particular circum- 

part of ihe lu?n. gentlcmnn'ji speech, which stances of the case, and' the public faith 
b'that which rela.Lcs Jo i lie 4t),(XK)l. lent to pledged to indU iduals.” — ^This, sir, was lh<*. 
the house of Eoyd and Beniicjd. Here again, opinion of the house upon a iran-aition 
sir, Imiut say, that the hon. ;gent. has gone which is now conjured up to induci^ the 
into a variety of matters Unconnected witfi house to think that I was ai tuated by some 
the subject.*^ Jle has dwelt upon dillerent motives of favour to certain pc ivms, on ac- 
Iransactions, such as the Hamburgh bills, a count of their being members of parlianicnl , 
former loan, and' a great many other things by whom I was at tliat tinn^ supported. I 
that were regularly encpiired into by a coin- trust, Iiowtvit, the house is coin, nurd, dial 
in it tee of (Jiis house, and properly hivesti- I was aitnati'd liy no sucli motives. Why, 
^ated by them. ,TIie hop. genf supposes then, .sir, as to the Hamlmrgli bllls^ the hon. 
that the former loan in 1795 was ariose gent, talks as if there had \k\ii\ sometlmig 
loan. ' Thp fact is, that this' was an ojicn peculiarly mysteiioii-^ in tliat atKiir. Ilur 
loan i but another loan of 18 millions was this too was enquired into, and foimd to !»>'• 
wanted in December in the same year, which nc'cessary for the public sorvi< o. d'Jui hoo. 
was a clase loan. And \vhy was it clo.se ? gent, h.as read rc'^olutions, st.ning m; ivly tl l. 
It was be/ause the house of Boyd and Ihctj but it was .i waste of llu* timt' of 

field hndng purchased the former loan, \t house to enter upon any tliat dal not lead to 
was'conlrarv’ to agreement, and inconristent a practical conclusion. The only reason lor 

V vilh the public faith, tliat apother open joaii . resolving upon facts is the praerKMl anu ie- 

■ ^^iiimld be Vtmtracted fpr till the instahuerjts | sion to which they inay k\u|. d he resulu 
bf the former was paid tip. ’ There was an- tions read by the lion. gent, at the lime of 
"iilheV .smaller loan of ' seven millions and* a issuing these Hamburgh bills, were designed 
,;half rcj]uiredin Ajiril, l/tjO', and this was a a.s the groundwork ot a .strop, g censuu’ of 
^Sdsp one for ilip" same rca.sop! Thp house the practiee. The question was put on 
abet Benfield had the tirst loan be- these, the yeas went forth — [reading fnan 
They were 'the highest bidders, and tlfte journals] — tellers, Mr. Jckyll and the 
the pihers because we fiad no right h<wi.‘ gent. Mr. 'XVhitbread, with whom 
to'ifesbft fo any other persons, is the eight person's concurred in opinion. — (A 

r^Vstate'of 'pi^tntnsactrdn, laiigh.) — It is somewhat singuhu- after this, 

^dil probably i'ecJall«;tV ■ But) sir,' if is need*, that the hon. gent, should again advert ia 
IW to (ivA'Il aqy length on tips /iibiei:f, .thpsc bills. There has been lately an oc- 
.fceoabse it luo already bc^eh sufficiently^ Hi- casion when he thought the opinions of a 
testigiud by a committee cf this hcnifie/ aVid ‘smaller nwjority of much more conscijuence. 
fbatcpnimittee niadc a tffpoxf whicji pfq- Now, sir) the hon. gent, seems to insinuati', 
dueled' a ' iresphitioti, with" «'}^ 'cpnsept that this hxan 'was made to tlic Ionise of 

hf house, I sMl iiiKe t^e liberty to read. Boyd and Benlield, as a rctuvn for their ns- 
It appeared' tljerd, sir, thW I wa$ t}ie first Sistaiic^ with respect to the I^Iamburgh bills. 
I^ho resbrfc?d Yq *t|ie’ method contacting, fjut what are the facts pf the case ? ' Ihey are 
liWfoiihs cdni^Hioh^‘for 'pdf- these i—rThc housp ofBoydand Ben-- 

f.ose of ’ ‘It impossible •that they held had contracted for two loan. s tin; one 

Ihould be pesri^ed and’ made the imtni- ofVightocn millions, in December lyg.l, 

K:, .... . ■ ' f ^ 
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and tlie other in April I7g6, and one of the procured at that time, even on good* seal* 
jnjitalnients WL»sdueoiithe ver} 'day in which | rity and therefore, govcrnnietit wad unde^ ' 
tlie accommodation of the 4t,)/XX>h w^as re-* i the necessity of accepting those securities; > 
quested} at the lime, Uie house of Boyd and of advancing the sum ‘ required. Bu€ 
and Ih'iitield were the principal holders of then wo arc told, that the house of Boyd 
these loans. But he said, that they might and Bcmi field might have sold stock, if they 
have sold them early, and by that means ! had any scrip at tliat time. If they had 
made a great advantage of tliciri. But the j done so, sir, it is well known tltat they must 
fact is, that they had not sold thedi, an<l that I have done it at. a very great disadvantage, 
a great part still remained in theif lunds. j They must have sold at a very large discount, 
Under these circnmstaiu'e.i, when there was j and increased ihcir embarra.-.tjment.s so nmch 
an ev'idcnt distresb from what the witiiesse.s as to render them incurable. But the mis- 
called a scarcity of money, when no iiioney chief vv^oiiM not bo confined to lliemseivcg 
could be procured even on good security, alone : such (plant ity of .«!tfX'k brought into 
M’h^n government securities and East-lndia the market would have occasioned a fall tlial 
securi lies could not be turned into money} would have perhaps ruined many of the 
under these circumstances, which were other contractors, who had stf>ck upon the Tr 
known to be facts, they said that they could hantls, and a heavy blow w'ould be given to 
not pay tJie instalment, unless the 40,0001. the most considerable mercantile Irm ci. 
which they required was advanced to them. The fconsequence, therefore, of refusing to 
>incc no money could be raised on good ;c- advance the 40;0(X)1. v.’oiild liavcd^een, that 
curity. It w-as impossible in such a case to a new loan must have been comrac ed for ou 
refuse the accommodation required without very disadv^ititageous terms indeed to the 
the most serious mischief to the public, public; The nation then mubt have 
Now, sir, tlie evidence of Mr. Dhimmotid, taiued by the tCfusrd a fir greater lois than 
who was one of the partners in the house of that of the dO,(KX)l., even Kujjp )sii)g that it 
lh>yd and Benlield, may haw contrilmfed to had been lost, which however could not he, 
mislead some. When he was first examined, s»iuce .security fu* tlu? mcniey was lodged in 
he declared tlmt he was not conscious of any the hand.s of government. But this, sir, U 
ejuharra.ssment in the house at that time, or not ail. Peopit* mav perli.ips dider ns to 
any extraordinary difliculty in procuring mo- the propvicly of givaug money to foiviga . 
iicy. But it afterwards appeared that he courts. But* tlie hon. gent, has admitted, 
mistook the question, which he siqiposcd to that the qnesli.m here is to be ('onsidered 
ri‘for t<; the period of the loan in 1/95. with a view to the opinions of those who 
Wiien the matter was explained to him, lie were tlicn at rlie head of aflairs. Boyd and 
did distinctly state that the house laboured Benlield vvere tlihi employed -in Iransmlttinp 
in 17 (} 6 “ vinder very great embarrassment, the loan to the KmpiTov of (Germany, in 
and that it was next to inqxissible to procure support of a cause in which we iJvought that ^ 
niouey in any way whatever. But, sir, the thesalvaiion of Kurope and of this county/ v 
matter doc.’* not rest on his evidence alone, depended. When di'.ti.rbauces then vvere ’ 
it is in the riTollection of every person that apprehended in IrelaivJ, vvheu the run look 
there did prevail a very great didiculty in tJie pKtee on tlie northern I Muks, vUiich led to 
money market at that time, that there were the mea^me of slopping the payment of 
some apprehensions of an inSurrectum In ciialvat the l).mk ; when the affairs of tins 
Ireland, and a great run on the northern country Mere in this critical situation, vv.as 
banks, which lead to the necessity of stop- «hat a moment wlicn tin? lioni iter ot tins 
ping the cash payments of the hank of - Kn- a>untry, who liojied to Jesene the cor.ti- 
gl.md. It is well known, tint IhtTO was a deiue of this could suder any cou- 

biagnntion ill (xunmercc} and a conuViitteo sideration, any pcr.^oiial responsibility to 
investigaltd all iJiese ifircumstaiices, aiid stand in the wa) td a mdJjsure on which^he , 
coutirnied the existence of th 4 d facts by their fate of the country niight depend 1 know 
report. But, in addition to this, we bttve the candour ot the boii^n. with which I- hay0, 
the authority of an hob. gent., a. member of } to doj and 1 trust they will think diat I hav-xj 
this house, whose opinion on this .subject ' not deserved censure. Yet, whritover 
must be of tlic grcate.st wciglitj one whom ■, be their opinion, I shdl bow with r^p^ct . 
the house cannot djsbelic4e, as possessing the to their decision. ]iUt,,at the .same 
‘best means of iuf&ination, having acted in rio apprehfT.'.ion of any pemikyi'. not even 
the offiees of director and governor of the thedi.sjilensuie ot,thi> hotne^ whkh I fhould 
bank, lio i.iiou.s, tliat money could not bj • reckon the £rv::lcst calami ly that covild bcL*’ 
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mej except one^ and that is, tlie remorse of 
conscience which I should feel if I allowed 
any fcai* of personal danger to deter me 
from acting tor what I considered the sal- 
vation of my country, could prevent me 
from taking the measures which I did take 
. on the occasion to which I am adverting. 
These, sir, were the circumstances of tht; 
case j this was the situation in which I 
stood, and all are borne out by the histoiy 
of that pcM io'!, wliich must be in tliC recol- 
lection of every one. hut the hon,- gent, 
thinks that I sin mkl have niade'a more par- 
ticular enquiry into the circumstances of the 
A house of Boyd and lientield. 7'his, sir, 

* however, is nothing to his motion in the 
present instance, as he says that the insol- 
vency of the house 'might have been pre- 
vented by other means. However, sir, I 
do not wish to lake any advantage of that 
circiunstancc. I know th.it they were em- 
barrasscil at the time, but at the same time 
no particular enquiry was allied tor, because 
Boyd came to me with securities in hi.s 
hand, and it was therefore natural to con- 
clude that he was cmbarnjssed, nof from a 
failure of edects, but from the peculiar cir- 
cumstance tliat money could not be raised 
upon good securities, I'his was a iiotorkm.s 
fact at the -time. If he had come tp me 
merely with a general assertion of his sol- 
vency, tlien 1 allow that it would have been 
incumbent on me to have examined more 
particularly. But wdien on the contrary he 
camcAvith unexceptionable securities, that 
complelelv altered the case. In such a si- 
tuation, when the safety of the country was 
,.’ Jn various ways connected with the adair^ 
when Uic instalment was to be paid on that 
very day ; could I hesitate to grant the ac- 
comroodatidn which seemed to be called for 
by unavoidable circumstances ? What, if I 
bad said that I could not grant the request 
immediately $ that I must appoint a com- 
mittee, con.si.stii)g among others of lord 
Glenbcn’ie, wJio was so much talked of by 
the hon. gent, in order to examine into the 
diatters which Boyd and ;58enfield were so 
desiro^is to conceal; and by these means de- 
lay relief till the evil b<^ame incurable ? 
;Wbuld this be a of proceeding to bp 
> jnstihed in my situation ^ I'he house, 1* 
timt, will not be. of that opinion. He says, 
that J might by a little attention have dis- 
coi'entd the state of the house of Boyd and 
Bcnfield; adverted to letters from 

the parties. sort of recrimination, 

contained letters and printed pam- 

. pl^ts of in that situation, are do- 


enmente that’ can very little h? ‘:k:rended 
upon. I at that time thuii/hr the j.o; .e in 
no danger of insolven y, Hini ii sv iirq^us- 
sible I could Mip])o<5c iha' tiiere e» . I'd uiy 
re.a.Hon for an inquiry when good stc. vi^y 
was offered for the money. I Ji;ue been 
the more anxious to state tliis, as the bun. 
gent, seemed to iripinu that 1 might liavc 
f ivoiircd the house of Boyd and BeufeUl in 
pardcui.ar. Now, it is fortunate jfor me ihat 
circnnistmces came oni ui evidence befoie 
the committee that throw some light on the 
transaction. It does apj^oar that Boyd and 
Bciifield received the loan under tlie .sano 
tion oi the bank govt rnors wlio were pre- 
.senr, and jf there were any doubts t.s to the 
solvency of any hou.se I was accustomed to 
fake their opinions. One instance in par- 
ticular J recollect of one hou&e, to vhich, 
on acccunt of .som.e of its connexions, I 
might be sup; osed partial, if J had ever al- 
lowed partiaiity to interfere witli my duty, 
which was rejected on a doubt of its sol- 
vency having ari.scn. In the same manner 
the house of Boyd and Beufield wrmid have 
been rejected had any doubts been enter- 
tained of its solvency, for I trust that no 
circwpstance of ray life am justify the sup- 
position that I would allow favour to any 
individuals to stand in the w^ay of my public 
duty. The opinion of the solvency ot Boyd 
and Benfield did nOt re.st on my opinion 
solely. It was only in 1798 that Mr. 1 horn- 
ton first entertained doubts of its ul- 
timate .solvency, vvhicii he communicated to 
me in the spring of 1/99. If the circum- 
stance was only then for the fir.‘)t time known 
to the governors of the bank, is it surpri‘-ing 
that it should not ha\e been known to me 
three years bcfoie r When Boyd and Ben - 
field.stated facts, which J knew to be true, 
and whicli have shaken the credit f>f the 
best house in the city, could Ibe justified in 
reftising an accommodation that might serve 
tO: prevent so many evils \ Under these cir- 
cumstances, I shall certainly submit with 
resignation to any penalty which the house 
may think I deserve. I thouglit myself 
justified in what I did, though I khev/ that 
it was irregular, but there 5$ no atonement 
to wdiich I would not submit rather than 
abandon the principle by w^hich I was ac- 
tuated ; J shall bow to the decfision of the 
house, because I am sure that whatever that 
may te, )t will be right. If tliey should 
tliiiik that I deserve censure, let it be in- 
dicted ; but while I submit to their rc.solu- 
tion, I cannot but feel that, under tlie same 
circumstances, 1 w^ould again act in the same. 
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manner. I trust, however, that the house declare, that this loan, on account of its 
\iill do me justice in the motives by which being secret, was a most dangerous precev 
I was actuated, and conclude that my con- dent. Now, I am quite at a loss to know 
duct, Uiough irregular, was both reasonable why a thing is to be a dangerous precedenti 
and expedient. When it is asked why, un- Ix^cause it is a secret 5 and how it is to be a 
del* those circumstances I did not immediate- bud example, because it is not known! I ' 
ly come to parliament and ask for a bill of am not now meaning to defend any violation 
indemnity? 1 muiit answ'er, that if I had of the l.iw, if kept a secret ; but I think it 
done so, I slio\il(i have ct;mpletely counter- most strange to say, tliat by being a secret, 
acted and defeated the very purpose for it is therefore a bad example. 1 should ra«« 

V !> • [t this ad\’anre was made. If I had im- ther have rbonghr, that it wy.s those crimes 

fjlciy tiiouglit it necessary to disclose and ^ioL^tlons of the law which arc known, 

• ' w w t..ic tr.nis:''' isojt to parliament and the and not tlif;se vvhi<:li are not, that form l)ad 
cnuT c.-y, the dlhi Insure would have done preceilents and had' examples. This is really, 
rau . n'.orc mischief to that commercial j as 1 consider, the fair legal sUite of the ques- 
hou'.e than the accommodation could have tion : it isnowfuJly beiorcMhe considerariou 
done them service. 1 believe it must be ap- of the house, and it is for them to determine 
j;atcnt to every genllenian in the house, that upon it a.s they think fit. 
the didt'losure could not have been made Mr, Herrnf Lascellcs commenced his 
wdth any degree of honour, propriety, or speech with observing, that it would ill be- 
dclicacy, so lotig as that house supported a come him, after what the house had heard 
flourishing ropulation, and its solvency had stated, with inlinite ability, by the right hon. 
not been doubted. But when did the failure gent, (the clianrrllor of the exchequer) l>e- 
of Boyd and Benficdd take place ? Itw'as not low him, to go at large into the question. 
\intil the end of the year 1/99^ or the be- Tn taking up the time of the house, he was 
ginning of the year ISOf), which was three not sanguine enough to hope that he sJiould 
} ears after the acrcrnmodiilion had be<‘n so aflbrd them any additional satisfaction; but 
granted. If for the three years pr^eding having sat everyday n])on that committee, 
tlien f illiire, it wrjuld have been improper | and having given all the attention in faix 
to niiiKe any such disclosure, gentlemen net-d . power to what liad passed there; lie thougiit 
not be any way surprised if in the year their it iiu umbent on him to give notice, on a 
failure took place, the many imporbmt and former evening, t!\at he would propose ' 
un)nccetk*nlc<l events which took place pre- counter-re'folutions to any motion of cen&ure 
vented me from adv|||ting much to tlie ue- which the hoii. membc’r on the opposite sid« 
fossity of getting aii^cl of indeninlty re- might think proper to bring forward against 
fcjiecting this iransat tion. The truth is, the tlic ryjil hon. gent, below him. It, how- 
eircuni.stance did not present itself to ii'y •ever, aUbrded him much satisfaction to see 
mind with such force as to make me deli- the. hon. geut. who brought forward the re- 
bcrnlc at all about it. The hon. gent, seems solutions thi.^ night, as-Hime a tone .and mar.- 
to suppose, that 1 (»nght to have felt jSiich ner so difleront to that which he manifested 
compunction of conscience, such stings of . when be nrst nicutloned his intention of 
remf>r.->e, abtail this -KbOOGl. as sh^aild have 1 incvvlpating the right bon. gent, below him 
pre^vsud n'.e not to lose » day, or an hour, in j c rom all that ho had then declared, he con- 
getting this act of indemnity. I assure the j eluded, that he had determined to bring for- 
lion. gent. I have none of those feelings . ward a resoluticn of direct and unqualified 
of rcmorbc lliat he scem-S to sup|K>6e I ; censure against the right ijon. gent., w'honi 
ought* to entertain. I know tliat for my ho .seemed to wish to implicate in the ruis- 
share in that transaction I am re.sponsibIe : conduct which had lately engaged so much 
that 1 have been in some degree irregular, I of the attention of that hoii«c. On a for- 
am free to confess j but whether that vibl;a- mer night, when a moiitm of censure w as 
tion of law vvas not strictly justifiable by tlie carried against the violation of an act of 
particular circuni-sfaiices of the case ; whe- ! parliament, and that it was vmcu a liigh 
iher I deserve much blame for not having ^ breach iif duty, he recollecteil th:it s«ipe ‘ 
sooner apjilicd lor a bill of indemnity j alfo gentlemen on the other side of the house, 
questions which I have now to submit to endeavoured to extend ih it censure to the 
the candid consideration of the hottse,— Be- right bow. gent., and loudly exclaimed, that; 
fore I sit down, 1 must take notice of tlie tlie country was governed by a ** disgraced 
spirit of the resolution moved by the hon. administration.” Some of those gemlemeu 
gent. 7'he object of tliis resolution is to ’ had since an opi^ortinity of convincing thorjl- 

,1 ■ 
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telv«& that the epithet was ill applied^ and 
he was happy to see them adopt a tone and 
nianner, suited to the evidence which ap- 
peared before that coinnjittee, of which they 
were such distinguished members. The 
lion, member who opened the debate was 
the leading member of that committee ; he 
called for what evidence lic pleased, exa- 
mined them as he liked, no obstacle was 
(thrown in hs way, all the documents on 
the table w^ere produced b}' his ingenuity and 
assiduity ; and it w»as not unfair to presume, 
that the moderate tone of the resolutions 
Jbe brought forw'ard, was the eifect of tlie 
close and semtiKizing investigation which he 
jjad made into the conduct of the right hon. 
gent, in certain parts of the matters referred 
to that committee. There were three dis- 1 
tinrt facts \vh:« li were the foundation of the ! 
resolutions. 'Ihe com muni cat ion made to 
the chaiuelK)!' of the exchequer by Mr. 
Raik 0 i>, the <'onduct of the tre:isury in the | 
affair of Jellicoe, and tlic accommodation 
afforded to the house of Boyd and Co. As 
to the lirsr point, it was comparatively of 
small importance, and therefore he should 
not take up the time of the house Vith any 
obseiTations on it. As to the conduct of the 
treasury w^itli respect to the debt clue from 
Jellicoe, he did not tliit.k that negligence 
was to be imputed to the right hon. gent. 
*J'be cubtc;mary (jrders for enforcing payment 
had been issi'.ed an soon as the defalcation 
was discovered, and it w'as not to be ex- 
pected that a minister, superintending tlie 
most important interests of the country, 
could have leisure or opportunity for the 
consideration of such trilling details. The 
accommodation afforded to Boyd and Co. 
w^as not only jiLslifiable, but ineritoriobs in 
ft great degree. All tlie evidences agree as 
to tlie di.stress w'hich prevailed among com- 
niereial men at that period, arising from 
tlie scarcity of money, the impossibility of 
Tendering securities of any kind available, 
and the ruin then impending over, and 
which sliortly afterwards did fall upon sonte 
of the inost respectable comrbereial establish- 
ments. At such a crisis could then hon. 
gent, have acted otherwise towards a ho?Jse 
fio intimately connected with the govern- 
ment, using, as tliey did, the, precaution to 
to Jake .ample security for tlie accommoda- 
tion they extended to tliat liouse ? But the 
right hon. gent, was censured for not having 
.applied for. a bill of indemnity: that cer- 
tainly. wijijii^^iave been more regular. I-et, 
however,4gontfenicii call to recollection the 
difterent circumstances wldch occurred to 


prevent that application, he was persuaded 
they would see no great cause Ibr cen- 
suring the negligence of the right hon.«gcut. 
in that respect. The hon. member, who 
moved the resolutions, thought there ivould 
be no great difference of opinion as to the 
* resolutions. In tiiat he could not concur 
I with him. He could not agree with him 
j as to his mode of stating the facts j and 
i in the last resolution he did not think there 
was that positive expression of the cxigenev 
of tJie country, at that jieriod, which, to 
the know ledge, lie believed, of every man 
in the house, existed to a very great degree. 
He would, therefore, move an aniend- 
ment, by proposing to put the previous 
question on all (lie resolutions but the last, 
in the place of which, with the leave, of 
the house, he would substitute one he had 
prepared. Tl>chon member then rxkI the 
resolution, which was in substance, “ 'I’hut 
the adv'ance of a loan of forty thou*>jiid 
pounds to the house of Boyd and Co. though 
not strictly conformable, to law, was highly 
expedient in the existing circumstances, 
and attended wilk the most beneticial ef- 
fects.”-^On the question being put. 

The Clianfvllor of tJu* Eirherjufr rose, 
just f4make a single observation. ITe vvi.sli- 
ed to know whether this was a case in which 
it would be proper for him to withdraw. 
The resolutions proposed ronbiined nothing 
of a criminating nature, and the hon. gonr. 
who propo.sed Uiein had disclaimed any in- 
tention of moving tlBm with a view U) cri- 
minate him. But upon referring to a tbrmer 
case, when resolutions of a criminating ton- 
d^cy had been proposed, he observeil an 
ciifry made, that the member, after conclud- 
ing what he had to say in his defence, tJicn 
withdrew. It was for the house to detenuino, 
whether the present was a case in which 
he should adopt a similar course. — (A ge- 
neral cry of no, no.) 

The 5/ stated, that it w'ould be for 
the house in its wisdom to decitie ; but as 
tho ’’resolutions wevQ not of a criminating 
nature, it was his opinion that the case . 
wa.s nut such as to require the right hon. 
member to \vithdra^^^ 

Mr. Fo:c said, in. reference to the obser* 
vation of the right hon. gciil.. It was un- 
doubtedly for himself to ccaisider whether it 
would be proper to retire. But it did not 
appear to his mind that there was any thing 
in tlie.jresc^lutions proposed by hi^ hon. 
fifiepd ^ crtiuinating nature, with 

respect to the right hon. gent., as to bring 
his case within the ircccdeiit alluded to* 
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Before he entered into the subject of the and unhappy had it turned out, after Hid 
debate, he begged leave to advert to what high station which the right hon. gent, had 
had falJcn from the Jwn. gcni. under the so long held — after the opposition even* 
gallery ‘(Mr. Lascfelles). That hon. gent, which he himself had telt it his duty 
had stated that his hon. friend had materially give him, that the right hon. gent, waa 
altered his tone since, the first time this pcrpoually corrupt. For himself, he could 
transaction was brought under the view of doclrire, tjiat he never eutertainod such ari 
the house, and the hon. geiu. to(jk occasion opinion of him, and lie was hapjiy that 
to repeat some words that wca'c used by him tlie result of die cnqtuiy did not jasirfy the 
(Mr.Fox)at theclose of ihrdebate en theSth adoption of even a sontiinenr of suspicion 
of April. Certainly, ho did say aJ iliattimc. on that ground. Altrougb he had frequently 
after the resolutions v\lucli the house had condemned the pn Id ir conduct of the right 
passed, that th(‘ c ountry wai then under a hon. gent. ; altluaigli he had bn manyoc- ' 
disgraced adniinistralion,’* and he c’x- ctsions uttered .seuiiments respecting him . 
pressed Ins hope and wish, that, while in which he sliould liave felt it treason against 
tJiat situation, no public besinos* should be his country and lii c conscience to suppress, 
proceeded upon, lint then iliis observation . still he ucvc-r expre.j.sccl a suspicion that th <9 
applied to lord Melville, who, iiotwithstand- right bon. gcnl. was capable of personal 
ing ihc^ criminating a on- pf dial house, | corruption, nor did he ever enter tiin such 
I'ormed an essentiar ])art of the adiniiiistra- ! a su-:picion. However ho might charge him 
tion. If the hon. gent, meant to insinuate j w'ilh that .species of c'orruplioii that nltached 
that the right hon. gent., whose conduct | to general neglect of duty, his miml entirely 
was now the subject of debate, was con- j ‘"cqnittecl the right hon. gent, of that kind' 
deinncd before he wa.s heard, or before any | of sordid corruption alluded to by the hon. 
eiKiuiry into his <-onduct took place, he | gent, under tlie gallery. — But yet in the case 
exmld as.sure the lion, gem t. that, witli re- • undertime consideration of tlie Jioust?, another* 
spect to him, the insinuation was totally un- c|uestion arose. Thi rii^hl hon. gent, ap- 
j'oiin(le<l } or, if lie would infer thft any j)eared to him, on the first mention of the 
such disposition at all exi.sted, he begged for transaction, with regard to lord Melville; 
himself to be excused from the iiiierence. ! not to luive paid a proper deference and at- 
Neither he nor his hon. friend, the mover tention to law, wJien he was informed of its 
of the resolution before the house, everdiil, violation by Mr. li:tike.s. When inforina- 
in any spcecii, directly or indirectly, in- tion of that nature wa.s conimimicated to 

sinuate what would be the result of the him by any person w hate ver holding that 

enquiry belbre the select committee. In- otfice, which in Ibreign countries, is deno- 
deed, ill point of fact, none of the gentle- miuated “ super! ntendnnt of the finances,’* 
intai f)n his side of the house ever did Imit. if was justly thought incumbent on him to 

that the rigJit hon. gent, v^as at all iiivolved have instituted an entjuiry into llie cir- 

iii the mi.'jconduct of lord Melville, The cumslances, and to have put a stop to the 
connection first apj>e.arefl from the state- evil complainwl of. From the report of the 
ineiU of the right Jioii. gent, liiinseify with committee it appeared that the right hon. 
rcspfrt to the 40,()0(3l. ; and undoubtedly gent, had made enquiry, and however un- 
froin that nnmicnt the right hon. c'^nf was willing he might feel to aggravate the cas6 
justly .said to be implicated in the del in- of lord Melville, who wa.s now ordered for 
■quency of violating the law. Bnt he never trial, Ii« <0Uld not help obseiTing, that he 
was con.Videred to be criminal ill any degree did not tliirfk it possible that such an an- 
beyond that which his own avovval naturally swer coitld have been given to such en- 
iinplied. And lie assure»l the right hon. quiry. llic right hon. gentleman’s" reliancie 
g'/nt. that he should feel as siiucndy sorry on that ansvycr, from the nature of tho 
Hi. any man in lhaf house if it had appear- .situation lield by lord Melville, and the 
cd, from the rc.sulr. of the enquiry, that the c'»)nju'ctirui subsisting between him and the ‘ 
right. hoTU g(*nt. WMS guilt V to the .same de- right honi gent., could not fairly be made 
gree as lord Melville. Ihjw^cver innch he the ground of cepsurc, although the iieg- 
inighl have ditl'ercd from the right hon. Icciiiig to investigate iJic bu-siness fartiiei^, , 
gent, in the course of hi.s politic':il life ^ belravi’d rather a want of diligence. But 
howtwer he might have tliought liis gene- I ho circunistAin'e, howxwer, of’ tho righj^ 
im 1 conduct dL'serving of blame j how'ever hoii. gentleman’:; Ejo hig credit to tfajo 
ho might tliink him bl.micable in this statement of ioid IMelvillc, although a' 
^!j.sLince, )ct he should have fell uiie.i'y m.iltcr of r 'grot, was not a just fou^d^ 
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tion for blame. No, but if the evidence on 
the table was correct, as he had no doubt 
that it was, for it stood uncontradicted by any 
thing tliat came from lord Melville him- 
self when before the house, the guilt of the 
noble lord was in an inverse ratio to that of 
the right hon. gent. Witliout entering into 
the question, whether, if tJic amount of the 
transfers from the bank to tlie house of 
Messrs. Coutls, was bona fide for the pur- 
pose of carrying on the " details of ortice,” 
such transfers would have involved a vio- 
lation of the act, as was his own opinion, 
tliere surely could be no question that tlie 
transfers that were actually made were 
contrary to its spirit anti letter. — But how- 
ever the right hon. gent, might stand in this 
part of the subject, f rom his excusable con- 
fidence in tlie word of lord Melville, he 
was very diflereiitly ciicumstanced with re- 
spect tb the case of Jcllicoe. 1 .ord Mel- 
ville’s tenderncas to tliat man niiglit form, 
on the store of humanity and justice, some 
claim to the consideration of tlie lords of the 
treasury. But the complaint was, that the 
noWe lord ditl, in his endeavour to obtain 
tlie writ of privy seal, state that wliich was 
not fdctj and that the treasury board did act 
on misrepresentation witJtout enquiry. Lord 
Melville, it appeared, stated in ins niomorird 
that Jellicoe’s debt was contracted before he 
entered into otfice, wdicreas the fact was, 
tliat much the greater part of it accrued after 
he became treasurer of the navy 5 and still 
more, that, after the indiscretion and debt 
of Jeliicoe was comniui)icatt?d to lord Mel- 
ville, he coiiiimVed to trust him. Now 
there was this marked dittbrcnce between 
the case of a noblt; friend of his (lord Gren- 
ville), for wliom it was impossible for him 
to feel any other .scnlimciit than tJiat of 
respect, and the ca.se of Jeliicoe, to which 
the right hon. gent, professed to consider it 
quite analogous, that lord Grenville, afier 
the money was embozzeled, reposed iv> far- 
ther contiJeiice in the person who was guilty, 
and made no false statement ; while, in the 
instance of lord Melville, the conduct pur- 
sued w as dia*ctly, the reverse* Ibe blame 
tiien Avhich attached to the right hon, ger t. 
in the ca^e of Jeliicoe consisted in tbi.s, that 
Ibe granted lord Melville an' acquittance 
.uppn false grounds, and in an unprecedented 
manner, for a debt due to the public. Now, 
as to the 40,0001. lent to Mr. Boyd, he 
considered tb|s transaction contrary, not 
only tostflt;tt|ji^y]a\v, but to the spirit "of the 
constitutionv^stnd the principles of com- 
mon sense. Nay, Inon., ijjere wei e on the 


journals several resolutions eK]>ressJy con- 
demning the misappropriation of naval mo- 
ney. Every man, th 6 refoi*e, must be aware 
of the impropriety of such a practice. In- 
deed he was one of those who akvays 
thought tliat the law fhould not be dis- 
pensed with by any power, unless where 
the necessity was so urgent, iliat to abstain 
from such dispen'iation, would be a higher 
breach of duty than the violation of the 
law it.self would involve. I'he question then 
was, whether the case of Boyd, was such 
as to justify a deviation from the general rule ? 
When first the reason of this loan wacr 
stated, it really struck him with sunnise. 
It appeared a most extraordinary transac- 
tion. What ! tliat the cr d\i of the go- 
vernment should b(5 sin>posecl to depr*rid 
on a loan of 40,0001. If tht" goverjunent 
redly stood in .su^'h a situation, wiii('li was 
to be collected from the gcaicral arguniiaits 
of the right lion, gent., whcii he slalcvl as a 
rea-son for avoiding enquiry, that if any de- 
lay took place, the evil might become reme- 
dile.ss, then much as was generally .said 
about delicacy of commercial credit, public 
credit was still more delicate. The right 
hon. gent, had stated tliat Boyd could not 
obtain money in the market for the secu- 
rities he produced to government, in 
coiiatquence of the .soarciiy t>i’ ca.du and the 
general embarrassment thai then prevailed/’ 
and yet, si range to toil, i! was not above 
three weeks afterwards, when his majesty, 
in a speech from the throne, congratulated 
the Country on the prosperous sUiie of its 
fnannfactnrcs, oonnnerce, and rapidly grow- 
ing wealth. I’he precod.eut ol sucli a loan 
w'as most alarmingly mi.schievoiis, and inu.4, 
if suffercil to be acted upon, e^Uiblish 0 de- 
gree of arbitrary power in a mini.'^ler. — 
What ! if it sliould be understood Ifcat a 
minister shall have the discretion of advan- 
ciUg the public money to merchants, fir 
their accommodation, upon any conception 
that he might form of their necc.ssity, or to 
])revfint any po.ssitj]o. evil that his extravagant 
fancy might suppose, could there be any 
security for our freedom ? How liable 
would such practices be to interfere w tli 
the purity of that liouse, ‘and even with the 
independence of the mercantile world. For, 
it would be very unlikely that any merchant, 
independent of mini.sters, would partii ipnte 
of such accommodations. T here were many 
failures xif great mercantile houses in the 
city at the time Boyd received tliis aid, and 
upon Vhal principle sJiould aid be granted to 
one liousc,. and refused to another? If it 
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were really necessary to lend the public 
money, why not apply to parliament for 
its ccfticurrence, as in the case of tlie West- 
India merchants some years ago ? Nothing 
of the kind should be done without an act 
of parliament : the consequence of per- 
mitting it must be obvious. It was very 
justly asked, if the right hon. gent, felt 
the necessity of the case to be so strong, 
tliat he was confident of justification, why 
did he not apply to parliament for an 
act of indemnity ? but the right Imn. gent, 
said, he could not at the time the loan was 
made, without a disclosure, that must de- 
feat the object in view. This was an argu- 
ment, however, that did not avail after the 
temporary embarrassment of Boyd’s house 
had ceased, when they had become so flou- 
rishing as to be entrustdd by government 
with a large sum of money to be remitted to 
the Cape of Good Hope. It would have 
been no disgrace to Boyd’s house to reveal 
tlie circurnstinces of the loan at that time. 
But after the total failure of the house no 
motive of delicacy could be pretended to 
exist. In the part of the right hon. gentle- 
man’s speech which referred to this point, 
he could not help observing, that thyre was 
much to complain of and e\ en to deplore. 
The right lion. gent, declared, that he felt 
no compunction for the act. There was 
really something very extraordinary in the 
de claration — that a minister who violated a 
law for purposes of private expediency felt 
no burthen on his conscience— that he who 
was entrusted with a principal office in the 
execution of the law, should reflect, without 
pain, on a gross breach of provi.sions. The 
thing was not, as his hon. friend (Mr. 
Whitbread) had truly stated, to be heard 
without surprise and indignation in any 
goveriimeiU of law, but particularly in this 
country. The right hon. gent, stated, 
at one time, that when the bankruptcy took 
place thc5 act of indemnity did not occur to 
him. But why did it not occur to him } 
If the right hon. gent, were not in the 
habit of making such use of the public 
money, which he was not inclined to be- 
lieve, and that this was the only case that 
had bewi detected,^ one would naturally sup- 
pose that the indemnity should have occur- 
red to him, atul it was a bad symptom of 
his government that he was not anxious to 
obtain it. But it might be said that he 
considered the application to parliament 
unnecessary, as he hoped the ttansacdon 
would remain a secret. In this hope, if 
the right hou. gent, entertained it, he had 
VoL. V. 


been disappointed, and he trusted tliat 
would serve as an example that tlie trans^ 
gression of the law was not likely to remain^ 
a secret j for afternine years concealment, ite 
malversation before the houss was brought 
to light. Indeed, the misappropriation of 
the public money, was a thing that was 
never known to have escaped detection,^ 
at some time or other. With the excep- 
tion of tlic 20,0001. mentioned by lord Mel- 
ville a few nights since, tJiat was a case 
perfectly sui generis. But the fact wa*?, 
that the loan of the 40,()00l. being known 
to many persons, was not likely to remain 
a .secret, and as a secret precedent might 
operate considerable mischief. Fcr what 
might be the consequence on a successor of 
the right hon. gent., who, from his ex- 
ample, might be induced to make similar 
loans. Such a successor might be told, 
** there, Mr. Pitt, who was repre.sented by 
his friends, and admitted by his enemies, 
to be perfectly free from personal corrup- 
tion, lent ^K),(XX)1. of the public money to 
accommodate an individual, liow can you 
hesitate to do the same So much as to 
preccdciits in secresy, which really might 
be more dangerous than jmblic precedents. 
However, the idea respecting money did 
not apply to the resolution before the house, 
for, although this act wax secret before, 
it was now become a matter of publicity j 
and, therefore, some proceeding to guard 
against the operation of such a precedent 
ought to be adopted. — In considering tlie 
course tliat ought to be adopted on this 
occasion, it was his desire to distinguish 
the motive from the act. He had already 
said, that he acquitted the right hon. gent . 
of any degree of personal comiption, and 
of course did not mean to impeach his 
motive in this transaction, but his object 
was to provide against such an act growing 
into a precedent ; and he really thought 
that in candour the right hon. gent, himself 
would admit the propriety of such a pro- 
vision. If the house should proceed beyond 
that } if any censure should be jironounced* 
it was his wish that such censure should 
be as mild as words could convey ; for no- - 
thing appeared to him more essential' ia... 
moral justice than to keep a marked liw‘ 
of distinction between the different 
of delinquency in the distribution 
nishment ; that crimes of high enormity 
should not be con I ou tided witli ^^hose. to 
which but a slight degree of blame waa 
attributable. It was, in his judgment, as 
culpable to apply severe censure tu .i slight 
2 E 
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^crinqu3ncy, as to suffer a flagrant offender 
to escape 'with impunity. He, particularly 
wished, that* under existing circumstances, 
the house should keep in view the distinc- 
tion he alluded to. It was far from his 
intention, or that of his hon. friend, to 
fellow the course of those proceedings 
from ■ any thing like party feelings. He 
trusted that the house and the country 
would do justice to the motives lliat ac- 
tuated their prosecution of great delinquency, 
^nd separate these mcaives altogeOicr from 
any thing like party animosity. — With re- 
spect to the different modes of proceed- 
ing recommended in this case, the lion, 
gent, declared that, if his hon. friend’s pro- 
positions should not be adopted, he would 
prefer a bill of indoinniry, in the preamble 
to which the seirc of the house might be 
50 fully and strongly expressed so as to guard 
against the precedent complained of. 

. Mr. H. ob.scrved, tliat if the 

house adopted Ids resolution, a bill of iii- 
demnity might afterwards be brought in upon 
that re.solution. 

• Lord Castiereagh did not wish, nor feel 
it necessary to argue the general question 
at any length, concei\'iiig that on the ge- 
neral view of the siibject, there was no 
material difference of opinion, that might 
not easily be accommodated. He acknow- 
ledged the candour and moderation in which 
' the original re.solutions had l)een brought 
forward by iJie hon. mover, and also the 
hon. member who supported his motion ; 
and was sure it must l>e satisfactory to the 
house, as well as to l\is right hon. friend, 
who had also acknovlodged it. The only 
difference betw'con the motion proposed by 
the hon. gent, who hu: oduced the debate, 
and that of his hon. friend behind him 
(Mr. Lasccilc-'i) was, the former did not 
fully state the facts, nor recognise the 
neces.sity upon which the act v.a.s done. 
He thought the motion proposed hy his 
•hon, friend nmeh more to the puipo.se, 
and that coupled with a bill of indemnity, 
‘and a few words in arnejidmcnt, staling, 
that the instance ‘.diould not he drawn iu‘o 
precedent, it would meet the object of bcJi 
gjjudi^s of the house. 

^ Mr. liuse vindicated the conduct of lord 
•Mflivville and the lords of the treasury, on 
the uhject of Mr. Jellicoe’j; arfear, and 
'Stated that Mr. Jellicce had not been origi- 
paliy ciTiplqyed by lord Melville, nor had 
his arrear-afccrned under his immediate ad- 
iniaistiationln that department; and that the 
whole of his j>roperfy h.id been sold under 
qu oaent towards making good hisdefidcPty.- 


T/ord Glenlervie no\d, the statement made 
in the report of the committee, of the evi- 
dence lie gave, was erroneous. He dift not 
say was present a.s a lord of the trea- 
sury, w hen the w'^an'ant was issued, to in- 
demnify lord Melville for JelJicoe’s arrear. 
If he had been, he should most probably 
have agreed to it without examination ; but 
he was not for some time in the Iiabit of 
attending that board, being employed more 
advantageously elsewhere for the public 
Service. 

Mr. Sheridan rose to ask a question, in 
order to .save the lime of the house • as 
upon the answer he should receive would 
depend whether lie should think it neces- 
sary to debate the question at greater length, 
I'he question was, whether it was intended 
to ground a hill of indemnity upon the re- 
solution announced by the hon. gent. ? 

Mr. LaseeUes thought he had explain- 
ed hi.s idea, that tlie house had it in its 
option to pass a bill of indemnity, if it 
thought nccef-sary. He himself thought the 
resolution snfbcient ; but if it was the scn.so 
of the house, he should have no objection 
to move for leave to bring in a bill of in- 
demnity, founded upon liis proposed reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Grey could not agree to the vvording 
of the re.soiulion proposed by the hon. gent, 
because he could not consent to record 
the approval of an ait, vvhicli, howcvir 
w.irranted by circuiii.-.tnnces, or (lesrning 
of indemnity, was a \iol:ition of the Jaw. 
What he should propose thor», instead of 
the resolution moved by lii.s hon. friend, 
was mcrcl/' a rcbtdiuion, that the sum 
of 4<h0iX)l. had been i^Micd by the lords 
of the treasury, for a purpose v.lii^ h ap- 
peared to them, at the time, neccs>ary to 
men a great injury to public ircdit ; ai)d 
(hen, upon that ground, without express- 
ing any approbation or censure, to move 
for leave to *bring in a bill of indci*- 
nit}', 

ihlr. u. Thornton liked the resolution as 
propofied by his hon. friend below Jiini 
(Mr. Laser Ikv-), but did not think the in- 
scnion of die words, not to be brought 
into preiedent,’* necessary. He did not 
think such an event likely again to occur, 
I'he adv’aiTcc to the house of Boyd and Co. 
at the time, he thought was critically and 
indispensably made ; if it was considered 
that the liouse was at that time agent for a 
loan of four millions to the -emperor of 
Germany, and that ir^vas pledged to pay a 
dividend of lS7^0C0l. in a tew wock.s after- 
wards ; any failure in eitlicr of which en- 
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gagements would have been attended with 
ruiiF to their house, and very serious con- 
setjuences to our aftairs on the continent. 
He said also, the testimony given by Mr. 
llaikes on this subject was only founded 
on report, and certainly extra odicial ; and 
without meaning at all to implicate the 
veracity of that gentleman’s statement, of 
a communication made by Jiim to four of 
the directors, he could state, from authority, 
that not one of tliose gentlemen re- 
meniored a word of such comniunication. 

Mr. Dillon thought the diflerenre between 
the resolutions pro])osed on both sides of 
tlie ho jse so trivial, as to be very easily 
recoiK'iled, and produce the unanimity so 
desirable, 

Mr. Conning thought* that in my rc- 
S(»lulion adopted by the bouse, two things 
should be done j one to cliaractcrise the act 
itself; the other, to guinl against its being 
in future drawn into precedent. The latter 
of those would be done tlie resolution 
proposed by the hon. member behind him 
(Mr. Lascelles), and from ilic character 
gi\e:i iji the same resblution, of the act 
it>e!f, he would not depart an inch. 

Mr. JFifidhani (honglit it an unfair return 
for (he moderiiti(.n and candour admitted by 
genileincn on the other side to havtt becji 
exhibited ' by the hon. mover, and by his 
buji. liiend (Mr, Fox), to force them to 
Aceni to appr*»ve of what they had not in- 
vestigated. He* thought the rcsoJittioii of 
his hon. frit?nd (Mr Whitbread) the only 
thing the himse ought to ^ote at present; 
the substance of wiiicliMas, that the con- 
duct to v.'hi(.h he referred being against law, 
:is it w IS adinitlcd to be, ought n<d to be 
drawn into precedent, d'he liouso ouglU not 
to give any opinion on the expedumey of 
the measure, because, v.'.ithout a great deal 
of enquiry, the house could not l)e siulicient- 
ly informed to make up an Of inion. 

I'lie Attornny Cnoiorul paid many liand- 
sorne compliments to gentlemen on the 
otlicir side lor their candour and moderation 
upon this subject, but tjbservod, llirit they 
should not place the minister in a worse .si- 
tuation by their candour, tluirt^ they coubd 
have doin' by their utmost hostility. Had 
they attacked iiini hostilcly,thev would have 
put him on his defence, .'md tlicii it was ma- 
nifest that the house would have agreed that 
his Conduct, although against a positive law, 
and, thcrefoiv, not to be drawn into a pre- 
cedent, w-asyet, under all the circumstances 
of thcca.se, not only justiliable, but highly 
meritorious. Gentlemen uow ;nked the 


latter part of the propo.sed resolution to 
left out, which wa^ endeavouring by thejjr 
candour to place the minister in a worisp 
situation than they could have been able to , 
do by tJieir ho.stility : for which reason hot 
supported the proposition of the hon. genf, 
(Mr. La.scelles) \vhich, at the same time 
that it provided the case should not be drawn 
into a precedent, yet gave it the true cha- 
racter it bore, namely, a measure justified by 
the necos.sity of it. 

Mr. Fox, in answer, thought the imputa- 
tion upon his candour was ill-timed. Fje 
never said that the act was positively right, 
lie only admitted that, ihongh wrong, it 
might h.nve been done wlfli a good intent. 

The Atlornty Ccnvral, in reply, observed, 
that the candour of the hon. gent. >vouId 
have tile efiect of hostility ; but he had not 
charged the hon. gent, with meaning it 
should h:ive tliat operation. 

Mr. IFilliam Smith arose, aniidst a loud 
cry for the question. He considered the 
evidence in justification of the clianceiJor of 
the exchequer as detective, as it did not 
.shew that the house of Boyd IkkI attcmpte^l 
to .sell out their scrip in .small portions 
which might h.ivc been done w itl.out de- 
preciating the article, and also because Mr' 
Pitt was content wdtii the mere w(n'd of Mr. 
Boyd, 'and ma<io no encpiiry bitotlic necessity 
of t he case. 

]\Ir. //. Lo^cclh'ii said,' as the sense of tlie 
Jiousc .seemed to be in fiViwr of a bill of 
indemnity, he had ii > obj>.'clion to sqch a 
courvj. He tlien ro .d bi^ resf;luiion, \ hich' 
ho pn>poi,cd as the pn'amble of such bill, 
with the proposed an:endinont of lord Castle--- 
ivagh, statjng, thut the act, though not cpij- 
fonniibio with l iw, a.ed, as suc.h, not to he 
Jr.iwn into precede, t, \v:i.s justified by thfe 
peculiar exigencies ot tlu* iime-i. 

Mr. irUi'crfoi.c wa^dte.dedly fi)r the bill 
of iiilemniiy, as the best lecognition. the 
him.-^e could adopt, of a tian.^actioii so ox- 
traorhnary ; winch, though warranted by 
the necessity of the e.ise, and justified Use 
jHirity of his right bon.^iru-nd s intentions, 
w'as ucvei’thclcbs tt'iitr.iry to law, and could 
not be .'‘Uilicicp.ily re('o,'.::i/Cil by a mere 
sointioii. But he v.'as ag.nsist using tlie 
wovih not to be again drawn into pre- 
cedent;’’ for certainly a similar iiectssity 
would justify a. sirriUar transaction, subject, , 
how'ever, to the cognisance of parliamefiC. 
He approved of biiii of indernnity wherever 
any breach of la\y w^as committed, and he 
prefcrml it in the piesent iustofice to a Wte 
of iliiit house, the more pat Ucularly, becatitfe 
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he thought it Jiropcr, their being so many 
mercantile men in that house, and this be- 
ing a mercantile question, that it should 
receive the sancliou of the other bouse of 
parliament. 

The Master rtf the Rolls said. If the house 
thought the act justifiable, it was wrong to 
say it should not be drawn into precedent ; 
and if it were not justifiable, it ought to be 
marked with censure. A bill of indemnity, 
in f he. present case, he conceived to be a' 
matier of indifference, if not a work of 
supererogation. 

Lord Castlereagh did not think that the 
w^ords not to be drawn into precedent,** 
would operate as a restriction upon future 
ministers. Ife approved of the resolution 
of Mr. Lascelles, w'ith a bill of indemnity. 
He said, the amendment had been thrown 
in in compliance with the suggestion of the 
hon. gent, opposite. But as it w^as objected 
to, ho should withdraw it. 

Mr. Bond Avas favourable to the bill of 
indemnity, because an art of parliament had 
been violated } and howe\cr justifiable the 
motive, he thought nothing but in act of 
parliament would do aw'ay tlie transgres- 
sion. 

Colonel Hutchinson arose, but the demand 
for the question, for some time loud, how 
so much increased as to prevent his progress. 
At length, raising his voice very high, he 
said, I will go on j if gentlemen think they 
will put me down in this way, they do not 
know the individual whom they attack. No 
gentleman, in or out of tliis house, shall treat 
me in a manner I do not deserve. If I am 
disorderly, let any gentleman arise, and 
shew me in what respect I am so,— The 
hon. member then proceeded to state, that 
the resolution of Mr. Lascelles implied a 
strong approbation of the act 5 whereas, he 
thought, that the conduct of Mr. Pitt, in 
not disclosing it immediately, ought not to 
go down with applause ; and, therefore, he 
should support the original motion. The 
house became clamorous for the question be- 
fore the hon. mcmj>er sat down. 

' Mr. IFhillread in reply alluded to w’h at 
bad fallen from the attorney general, who 
disliked candour and hated mercy, on tlie 
candid and moderate speech of his hon. 
friend (Mr. Fox), and on the resolution ex- 
pressed by another right hon. gent (Mr. 
Canning), to yidd an inch, while gen- 
tlemen on tint side of the house were wil- 
ling, to yield so ‘ far. The noble lord, too, 
who seemed so conciotis of the spirit of 
moderation displayed on that side of tlie 
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house, and who, under that impression pro- 
posed a few words which he tliought Would 
be acceptable to them, had I'epenied of his 
condescension, and withdrawn his amend- 
ment. They did not Wish, he presumed, 
tliat any thing like agreement sliould seem 
to prevail or, tliey were probably afraid, 
that he and his friends, from finding ihemr 
selves so often in a majority, should groAV 
too frisky, and therefore wished to drive 
them to a division on a question in which 
they wotild be left in a great minority. He 
should not, however, decline what lie thought 
his duty from any consideration of the kind. 
He had acted with his friends near him 
when very few in number, and they had, 
on every occasion where their duty required 
it, opposed the right hon. gent. In the 
course of that opposition, he had found that 
steady adherence to principle and lo the in- 
terests of the country w^ould, in time, com- 
mand success. He must, therefore, as the 
hon. gentlemen would not allow him to 
agree with them, insist on his own motion. 
He was happy, however, at all events, in 
thinking that his agitating the question would 
have the effect of getting a bill of indemnity 
introduced. — The question being loudly 
called for, the gallery was cleared ^ but no 
division took place. I'be previous question 
was put on each of Mr. Whitbread’s reso- 
lutions, and carried ; after which the follow- 
ing resolution, which had been moved by 
way of amendment by Mr. Lascelles, w'as 
agreed to.— Resolved, that tlie measure 
bf adv'ancing 40 , 000 ). to Messrs. Boyd and 
Co. upon unquestionable securities, whicli 
have been regularly discharged, was adopted 
for the pnrpoto of averting consequences 
which might have proved highly injurious to 
the financial and commercial interests of the 
country j and, although not conformable to 
law, appeared at the time to be called for by 
the peculiar exigencies of public affairs.*’— 
Mr. Lascelles afterwards obtained leave to 
bring in a bill of indemnity for the above 
transaction . — ^Adjourned. 

UOVSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, Jane 17. 

[Minutes.]— The bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their respective stages ; 
after which their lordships adjourned during 
pleasure. Af^er a short interval, the hou.se 
was resum^> when Mr. Alexander brought 
up from die commons die Irish Paper Duty 
bill, the Offender.!* Amendment bill, the 
British and Irish Militia Pay and Clothing 
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bills, and the Lottery, bills. — It was ordered, 
on the motion of the lord chancellor, that 
his majesty’s judges be desired to attend on 
to-morrow se’nnight, in order to deliver 
their opinions respecting the case of I'hd- 
lussnhs and Woodfords. . 

[Conduct of Judge Fox.] — Lord Auck- 
land rose, pursuant to his notice, to bring 
forward his motion re.specting tile case of 
the above judicial ciiaraotcr. He called the 
attention of their lordships to the proposi- 
tions which he had on ditferent former oc- 
casions tiiought it his duly to submit to the 
house upon the subject, and which, in ge- 
neral, were negatively decided upon by the 
house. In cori.sequence of this, and the 
line of proceeding preferably adopted, their 
lordships were at the end of four mouths 
arrived at the examination of a seconii wit- 
ness upon one of the charge-s at the bar. 
He continued to think, that the objections 
he had formerly urged were well founded 5 
and that the power exercised by the house, 
on these occasions, with reference to the 
act of settlement, was not rightly exercised. 
The charge under consideration, their lord- 
ships would recollect, was not for corruption, 
but for words spoken so long ago from this 
period, as twenty-two months, and, from 
tlic period of the first notice being given to 
the house, it was very near ten months. 
The principal consideration on which he 
founded what he should now propose, was 
the expediency of concluding the proceed- 
ings for the present sessions. Their lord- 
ships should consider the time of year, and 
the very ad\ aiiced period oif tlie sessions : to 
make any tolerable progress in the investi- 
gations, it would take theiJia at least seven 
or eight hours every day, Ind even then it 
would be to no purpose. Under the cir- 
cumstances of the case, they would not be 
able to do justice to the parties, nor conse- 
quently to the public this session. For his 
part, he had doubts of being able to attend ; 
but whatever progress they could make would 
be usele:>s, from the circumstance of the 
nearly approaching end of the ses.'sion. He 
adverted to the great number of witnesses 
which M'ere to examined, even on one 
side of the question they may go on j but 
he could not conceive what useful end it 
could answer. They w'ere further to con- 
sider how the investigation must interrupt 
the regular legislative business of the house. 
All these inconveniencies and unfavourable 
considerations might be got rid of, by simply 
adjourning the further consideration of the 
case till next session. His lordship conclud- 


iS03*^Cf^nduct 9 / Judge Far. 

ed by moving', " that the farther proceed"*;, 
ings in the inve.stigation of the ca.se of Mri 
Justice Fox be adjourned till this day two 
months.” 

Lord llawheslura differed essentially from 
the noble baron, lie thought that many oif 
the positions he had laid down induced the 
contiarv effect j and, with regard to the act 
of settlement, their proceeding would de- 
termine whether that was a dead letter, or 
whether it could be acted ujx)!! ; and would 
shew to the public what coidd be done under 
it. With regard to the noble baron's im- 
mediate proposition, he could not see upon 
what possible principle it Avas founded. For^ 
let them ask themselves, would such a line 
of conduct be consistent with those regards 
which are due to the considerations of jus- 
tice ? with what was due to the individual 
accused ? w ith what was due to the peti- 
tioners ? with what w as due to the public ? 
And, after having proceeded so hir with the 
ca.se, they should now do that which would 
in a .manner quash, and put an end to the 
investigation. It would be contrary to fill 
tho.se duties he had stated ; and they were 
imperiously called upon to proceed, and to 
come to some determination upon the issue 
of the business. He contended, it was their 
bounden duty to proceed with the investi- 
gation without delay. However short the 
period of the session might be, it was their 
duty to proceed as Jong as they could, and 
to make as considerable .a progress as they 
could, in the course of the pre-sent session. 
With respect to the bill he hadlon a former 
day mentioned as his intention to bring in, 
he was more and more convinced of the 
convenience and expediency of it. Their 
prcKveding as far as they could, wmuld evi- 
dently tend to the convenience of several 
individuals who might be finally examined 
that session, and released from further trou- 
ble and expense. It wa.s, he rt-jx-ated, the 
duty of the house, steadily and persever- 
ingiy to pursue the iiivestigation to the end. 
He could see no solid reason which could 
be adduced against such a legislative mccisure 
as he intended to propMOse, namely, a bill 
for continuing the proceeding from ses&ion 
to .session. With a reference to the act of 
settlement, and the general principles of the 
law itself, they were bound to come to 
some conclusion upon the present case ; he 
therefore trusted, iheir lord&hips would re- 
sist a motion, whicii, in principle, would tend 
to put an end to the proceedings altogether. 

The Plarl of Carnarvon, tljoiigh he seemed 
to adiiiit a great deal might be urged on the 
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other .side of the question )"ct, upon the house, or be entertained by tlw* house, except 
whole, was inclined to concur in supporting in matters of privilege j and I am iv t satis- 
the piotion. With respect lo the noble se- tied that the clause of the act of settlement 
cretary's intended bill, he observed, tliat its resj)ccting the removal of the judges from 
passing into a law would not altogether de- thear oHices, in consequence of the joint 
pend upon that house. • address i^f the two houses of parliameiit, 

Lord Ahckfavd observed, that if the no- • meant or can be c'on. trued to lake the judged 
ble secretary of state brought in a bill cf the , from the general protertion of the lav. t \ 
nature of that to which he had alluded, ac- I llie land, in order to idace them in a Mfuj- 
cording (o all precodeitt, the investigation ' tinii of di^nd’^antago mid (lependaKc.e, v. '.ich 
must be (liscontinuod during the progress of j does not elket ar.} oilier iiid.;\:duak. r r any 
the bill through both houses of parliaruenl. other class <if men. 2. Becau -., if o.ir pi- 
Iii the present state of jmblic biisines.s lie | riodiction in t’n . c a^e could he es- ibli.'^hed, 
Biippo.^eJ it would lake at least three weeks | stiil I ^l’./)ulvl oi" «t to maners alh^id in 

to pass such a bill, and it could not be ex- j khe ]>rop»)se'i ad ‘-v- . '.\liich are tbr Vvord '5 

peeled that the sessim would last longer ' said to ha\e been .-.>t»ken ahno..t two years 
th '.ii four weeks. All the adxantage, tliert‘- ! ago, of whirli no mn’’' c was tak.-n hy the 
fore, that w-ould be ^ •iicd, wouhl, at thelpaM*- e ^ ti i n. n n.ontli.-; alua wmuI ,, 

mo.st, be about four days for the exiiiuin.Ciion ! and reqK al je *■ hu h the evidi nee, alkr 

of witnesses. : sui*h a ia]^‘ ; .q tin.’, .. ijow' Ir hiieicivcJ. 

The Lon/ ChcimtHor declini 'l gohig into j Jt r.}'peurs to ni“, ihat suMi a p’ neediin; i-. 
a g(?neraJ argument upon certain eonsideni- contrar) to tli'* general an. dogy lav, aial 
tions e.mnec-ted with the subject, and ad- more especially objei lionahle/ as adWthig.i 
verted to by some of the noble lords j but, judge who may beexpciMcl to imidicus uai- 
in reference to what v.’as thrown out, as to . .sidernlioiis in the disch.trge ot his duik-'’. 
the approaching period of th ' sc^.sion, he :J. Because the judge w'l.o is the (ihject ot’ 
would fay, that e\eii if they could make no the proposed addre.ss, has aliLL-dy been ^ub- 
more progress than four days examination, jeeted to great delays in this in‘j.ilri , aiul u» 
he ih^fughl if would undeniably be a gross a most di-tic'-Miig exjieive, in eojiseciuenu 
inj,ubtlee to Mr. Justice box, if they neglect- of the i our-e o'’ proi ceding first ado])t( d by 
ed to secure to him .‘'O much of a further this h- use, and simv dehi^^ed fiom on lanei 
examination. 1 he tw'O w^itnesses, Isir. c-onsidMaiion -i Ikeau>e lh(‘ C'qiruM- ot 
Arimstrong and Mr. Galbraith, it would be siuh an iiue^tigation at our bar inn;t, I'o'.'. 
recollected, had only been examined in i^ the mestuit and futun' v a''e'', jnaKhitv ilu 
chief. The very lea.st they could do w'ould inevi'pMe ruin )t llie jud; es ho nj,.y l.i 
be to secure the benefit of their examination brought to mswer, wlu-llicr thi. y slrall b ‘ 
to Mr. Justice b'ox. Even as the case stood, guilty I’r iiiporent of tlie ru't fif nn.-couJu! t 
a very dc.sirable progress inighl be made this 
session, were their lordships lo set ear u’ .'lv 
to the bu.siiies.s : were they lo come down, 
suppose about one o’clock, and to give 
or seven hours per day for a few' days t() the 
investigation, ii considerable progress iiught drawn to otlu-r public duties j and when it 
be made; but at least, he repeated, let is i ipos^ible that tlic enquiiy can bebrongiit 
them, on the principles of common justice, to a concliulon } and wdien the iwilt c.m 
secure the cross-examination of the wit- only serve to send hack iJie judge to the ex- 
ne.sses to wdiom he had alluded. crcise of his judicial fiincijoii> latlcn aiul 

The question was then put, and lord prejudiced by a mass of printed twidence 
Auckland’s motion was negatived wdlliout a taken against biiUf and respecting which lie 
'division. , Ilis lordship afterwards entered will not have had the means of making hi? 
.the following Protest on the journals. defence. (Signed) Auckland. 

Di.sscntieiit. — 1. Because the proceedings [Teosh's Divorce Bili .] — 'I he order 
in quesrion are grounded on allegation.^, of the day resj)ccting this bill being read, 
BOine of which amount to a charge of counsel and evidence in .'>iij)port of llio .same 
crime and misdemeanor ; and it is clearly were called to Uie. b.ir. After the counsel 
contrary to tlie laws and statutes of tliis had withdrawn, 

rcaliUj’ tlwt any accusation or complaint The Bishop of St. Asaph ro.ee: he oh- 
Oiiiaining a charge of crime and mi sdenica- .sened, the question before tlu.ir lo/d.ships 
nor; ^caii originally be preferred in this was one of greul aiul peculiar imp r^aucc. 


a”cg' J ,iga'-isl them. .‘5. becauhc, it’ 
pnaecfl'iig vitc nol <|UCstif»nable as to law. 
j.i.stia\ :ncl t %|H*dH*iK'y, stih it is (jl'jccll- 'U- 
;:!'le ui Mii.s l.ile pciiod of tlie session, when 
Mie .'.iteiulance of inriny nt'ers must be wiih- 
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'riiat house was more especially tlie guard- public morals, tliat the husband to the lady 
ians of llie public morals j and against these, in question should be suffered to do cveiy 
nothiiTg, he conceived, could be more de- thing tliat could disgrace her, and deprive 
triniental than tlie frequency of divorces j her of the comforts of life ? Whether it 
he was, thorefbro, ujxm all occasions, un- w^s neco.>sai7, for the sake of good morals, 
willing to concur in tJicm j and, he thought, that the lady should be driven to seek relief 
ho\vt‘\cr hard the ca. ' might press upon a at the door of a profligate, wJio had robbed 
ft w inJivnIuiils, it would, tai the wJiole, be her of her husband’s affections, and dimi- 
bcitt-r ir no bill of ‘lie kind were ever passed, nishecl his means of maintaining her. After 
With rc^pu;t to the pic cm case, he must dwelling shortly on these topics, witJi some 
s:u . u e'rhibited an inst.ina* the grossest degree of warmth .ind feeling, hi.s lordship 
inl'idci.i, . it vvt, not a singli. :u't from a Slid- pioceeded to the consiJjraiion of certain 
dcii Impul'je uf t'lc pa.'.^l<'.!l^, but adobbe- canonical laws, and eei'lediislical rcgu]alion.s^ 
r.jlc' ahanii'.^jimoni f'f a well wo- which bore upon the subject, ]>art!culnrJy a 

man, and a takin;: ut a 'aruiu}‘*t Ids canon of llic year Kit ):i, which lie argued 
aro'.s, luwhl.lihc p. r e\ eivd iiaji. was not binding upon the laity, nor upon 

fio^^evv r, to c :ho sidiiot i oti g< tic* ejergy, firlhcr than they tliougbl proper, 

ail. I ou p’.ildic gniun !-, ilieu. n - -at be aiirttlatdho’-cfswerepermittedbytliedi* 

.s jCiK iinO'.., I'l I'uharlj- stroiv' \rid • fri'dir hi a \lnc law. Ho thru recurred to the Mibject 
< 'isc •' t!ds kind, to iiuiLici* ^ .* f ...ire u ihcbill, and ndvcrUdtotlier.vliieedcir- 

t.. :.s cut to ior jir-iycv of the petition lie umstances of the lady’s hudjaud, which 

/•a-.c of "' . 1 ). ’u-iiM).!, Rfcired by the must atibet the p-uMicnt oi the alimony, 
Cvyuuscl, w one cialh distinct and argued Ibr the }.>Uf5sing of the bid, wdiich 
from th.iT niidu'i* is.'.Vub** afi< .:i. In that case would enable iht petitioner to sepenie hiT- 
it w .i .1 mov il inipovsibiiity that the .«elf from an imwoithy husbaiul. Hawns 

p.u!]c>. ''oukirfmv togcllicr ; as it wa.'^prov- not appreliensivc of the Idil’s - hig i dan- 
cd that tl-c )iud)aiul had an adulterous imer- gerous prci'cdeiU, as every case wc/c.'d natu- 
v. idi bis w ifo’.<^ own sister. Nay, rally ic'.r iipon its own pan irular mcMU, aiit^ 
f.iitlur, l‘'e w.iC hv'r-'cH \XouM be guilty of , be decided upon by tirdi lordships accor* 
iii C',!, if she refurned to Jier hn.sband. ‘ dlngly. 

M ii-'-.c was no'blng of tb.it ijiid to induce a Lord Ilnn keshnry coi-n nrred witlilhenry. 
Moral ijopos^ibilii) in tb< present ja.se — prelate, in a great deal of w hat he said upon 
nothing but a strong dcgR of intercnce. the general subject. He observed, that no 
'I'luy toi'bi (Oil i<«rly with a ir-^st im- preicdcut whatever obtained, of a bill being 
poitam ddt;. , (’('usent t(' relieve ♦he peu- granted upt>n the application of a w'oinan, 
rioncr in the ])a»| 'Cu. Howc. t, he except in the oaic of Mrs. Addison, thocir- 
b.ad to obsCi\c, lie could not iin Icr-.t.ind c unnkuiccs of whii li wviv not iu t.hc least 
how llicj l.uiy’.N circ'imstanres coulc ho iin applicable totbcprcsentca.se. In the Mic 
proved by a (ll.-soliiti(>n of th.* mnuiai" , a rec ora 11 iatiqn between the parties 

wdiiuj would involve a lo^ior th<* vallniony .vas torajly out oj' tlic question j intheju'u- 
the wbf'lc, the learned ]>rci..ii’s 00 ;- .<*ru, it wa.^ merely improbable. A material 
nloii of the case w:is hucli, to indue' bin'. • tl.siinctl an appeared thr>ugboul. But tlie 
to move, that, iiistcad of now," “ ibc gc icial qiic.-Ziion involved consiilcrationa 
bill r.hou!d be read a second tiiiie tb it day \vliicji were ici be contoiiiplated with a rc- 
thiec months,'’ fcrencc' to their effects upon society j a dls- 

'J’he Earl of Carnarvon expressed his dis"- liuct rule and principle, with re.spect to such- 
FCJit from tlu* opinion of the learned prelate, cases, Iiitherto obtained : were this to be 
that their lordships passing such a bill ns tiut broken in upon, it would be difficult in fu- 
nndcr cinisideration w^ould operate injurious- lure cases to draw" the line. The very good 
ly upon the public morale. Xeitlier was he nature c»f some individual peers would induco 
aware of any law, or any nile of that house, them to grant, witliovlt sufficient* discrimi- 
wdiidi precluded a w’oman from addressing nation, tiiat which, in the view's lie referred 
the Icgiskii lire, and obtainiiiv relief, as well to, would event aalJy be dethnieiibd and in^ 
a.s a man, if tho particular merits of the jurlous. ^ 

r.ise entitled lifer to it. He tlm-ught the cir- Lord Auckland made a few general obser- 
cuifid:inct‘s of the case under considera- vatiolis in fa^xuir of wdiat fell from the rev. 
tioii ought tej induce their ’ lord-ships to prelate, and the noble secretary of state. It 
assent to ilic bill. He would :isk the rev. w\ns a point upon which he seemed to ha\^ 
p;\iatc, whether it w*as n.‘;eeti;ary to tlie made up his nffud;, and parttcukuly 
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verted to tlie serious importance of the ques- 
tion, with reference to its setting a precedent 
for future applications. 

< The Lord Ckancelhr adverted to what he 
hadstatedoii a former evening, namely, hh 
prehension, that he should fetl it his painful 
duty to give a negati\e to the farther, pro- 
gress of the bill, unless the counsel in bup- 

£ ort of the measure c<iuM alter the opinion 
e then ciUerraineJ, and lliat he thought the 
best way of gi\ ing notice on tlie occasion. 
With respect to the particular case, he never 
recollected to hear a morti favourahki repre- 
sentation given of any woman. But yet, 
on those general grounds of public morality, 
which had been so ably atlverted to by those 
noble lords who had pr<.‘ceded him, lie must 
proceed with respect to his assent to the bill. 
With regard to the rase of Mrs. Addison, 
whicii had been referred to, it was as dis- 
tinct from that under consideration, as any 
case could be, and yet, even that case, in its 
©Sects without doors, had produced consi- 
derable mischief, as any of their lordships 
would perceive, should they take the trouble 
to look at certain trials. With respect to 
particular parts of the allegations on the part 
of the petitioner, there were still open dif- 
ferent modes of redress dihlinct from that of 
divorce, and wJiu h could be recurred to. 
As to the (jLicstion before the house, upon 
those great at id leading principles to which 
lie had referred, and the conviction he felt 
as to the probable, nay almost Certain inju- 
rious eftects of trenching u|>on them, he 
felt it his painful duty to give a negative to 
the original motion. — ^'Fhe house then divid- 
ed } when there appeared for the bishop of 
St. Asaph’s amendment 10 — Against it 7 — 
Majority 3. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Mondaij^ June 17 . 

[Minutes.] — ^Thc Bark Preservation bill 
ssed through a committee. — Mr. Giles 
ought in a bill for extending, the provi- 
sions of the Bank Note Forgery Prevention 
bill to all parts of the united kingdom. Head 
a first time, to be read a second to-morrow, 
-r— Lord. W. Russell presented a petition 
6’om certain inhabitants of Camberwell, in 
jfevoyr of the Camberwell Water Works bill. 
Ordered to lie on the table. Also a petition 
from certain persons whose names were 
thereunto subscribed, ag.iinst the bill for 
making a Koad under the River Thames. 
Referred t<r the committee on the bill, and 
be p^'^otiers ordered to be heard by their 
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counsel against the said bill. — Lord Grenville 
brought up the report of the committee ap* 
pointed to draw up an answer to so milch of 
the message of their lordships of Friday, as 
relates to tlie request of tlie house, that lord 
Sldmouth ami e.irls Buckinghamshire and 
St. Vincent, he permitted to attend the com- 
mittee ou the Eleventh Report. Ordered to 
lie on the table. — Sir W. Scott, pursuant to 
notice, moved for and obtained leave to 
bring in a bill to amend an act of tJie 1st of 
Geo. I. for augmeniing the niaimenance of 
the Poor Clergy. — Mr. I'icrncy moved the 
order of the d.iy for the further consideration 
of the report on the Cambcrw'ell Water 
Works bill. He stated at some length the 
grounds upon wdiich the measiue was found- 
ed, and the motives that had induced him to 
call the attention of the house .so often and 
so particularly to it. He concluded by mov- 
ing, that the bill be re-corn mi tied. The 
motion was opposed by Mr. Foidil inque. A 
short conversation succeeded, in wJiich sir 
G. Hill, l(«*d W. Russell, and Mr. Roac, 
took a part, when a division took jilace for 
tlie rc-copamitmeril 41, agaiuot it It), majo- 
rity 2.'). — Colonel Crauford cxpre.ssed some 
unwillingness to delay any further his in- 
tended motion on the State of the Army j 
hut as many of the ])apers would not be 
ready early enough for to-morrow, and 
there w'as no other tlay open thi.i week, he 
felt himself under the necessity of putting 
it off till Monday. — Mr. Sturge.ss Bouine 
gave notice, that his right hon. friend, jrow 
absent (the chancellor of the exchequer), 
intended to make a motion in the committee 
of Ways and Means on Wednesday, for tlifj 
appropriation of the surplus of the Consoli- 
dated Fund on the 5th of April last. — Mr. 
Grey said, there would be five millions to bo 
appropriated for the surplus of the Consoli- 
dated Fund of this year, unlcb.s it was ap- 
plied to the purpo.ses of continental subsidy. 
He wished to know whether the notice had 
ai*y relation to this ? Mr. S, Bonnie said, 
his notice related only to the surplus of the 
laat year.— The Prize bill, and the Comrai.s- 
sioners of Taxes’ bill was read a third time 
and passed. I'he Corn Laws Amendment 
bill was read a second time. The Land-Tax 
Redemption Regulation bill, and the lri.sh 
Civil List bill xs^ere read a s^econd time and 
cardcred to be committed for to-morrow. , . 

[IniSH Commissioners of Comfensa* 
TiONS.]---Sir jViftt'/w/ offered to>^4he 
house some observations oq the motion of 
wiiich he had given notice respecting two. 
bo;ii:ds of t»)nuni&sioik^s at present sitting, 
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tn Ireland 5 the pne appointed by the acta of 
tlie JJSth, 39th, and 40tb of hi» majesty, 
for examining the claims of the loyjilists who 
suifered during the rebellion of i799, and 
the other for investigating the cases of tliose 
who claimed compensation in consequence 
of the union. With respect to the former 
commission, he contended/ that the object 
for which they uere appointed had been 
completed j the claims of those who suffer- 
ed had been investigated and decided upon, 
and therefore the public ought to be relie ved 
from the expense of paying the commission- 
ers. He should therefore submit a resolu- 
tion to that efK:ct. The other board, for 
investigating the claims of those who had 
suffered by the union, had also had ample 
time to finish their labours ; tiiey had so 
little business before them for some lime 
past, that they only sat on Saturdays, instead 
of sitting from day to day. It was true, 
that great numbers of claims had been laid 
before them for their consideration, but 
some of them were of so ridiculous a nature 
as not to have dc‘'Cn*ed attention j such, for 
instance, ?.s tliat of Mr. Fox, ratcatcher to 
the board of ordnance, who claimed to lx* 
indeniriified for losscss sustained by the 
iinif)n. He would not, however, at present 
propose to put an end to that commission; 
but lie thought some time should be fixed 
wltliin which they ought to decide upon all 
the (daiins before them. He concluded with 
moving, with respect to the h>rjner board,- 
That it is the opinion of this house, that 
the objects for which a board of commis- 
sioners in Ireland were constituted by the 
.38th, the 3f;th, and the 40th of his majes- 
ty, that is to say, to Ixrar and determine the 
d.iims of compensation due to loyalists suf- 
fering in the rebellion of 1798, under a fi- 
nal provision that no claim for compensation 
should be received after the first day of No- 
vember inc)0, are or ought to have been 
long since effected, and that the longer con- 
tinuance of that board, by reinlering a fur- 
ther protnsion for their salaries necessary, 
would occasion a considerable and useless 
expenditure of public money.*' 

Mr. Fansiitart said, he unfortunately 
W'as not in the house when the hon, baro- 
net gave notice of his motion, and therefore 
did not know the day on which it was to be 
brought torw'ard. He begged leave to state 
a few circumstances, W'hioh, he had no 
doubt, would convince the house that tlie 
Irish governipent were not inattentive to 
economy, nor desirous to continue tfiesc 
boards after their labours were completed. 
VoL. V. 


With respect to the board for compen.satinj^ ■ 
loyalists, lie must 'entirely exculpate tfio 
Irish government, and take whatever bldmo«* 
belonged to it oft himself, because his pre- 
decessor had prepared a bill to put an end to- 
that board before he went out of oflice. Tlio 
right hon. gent, said, that his attention hav- 
ing been called to other objects, he had riot- 
yet broiiglii it in ; l)Ut it would speedily boi 
submitted to the house ; and he taisted thi1^* ' 
would be satisfactory to the hon. baronet; 
With respect to the other board, it apfieared^ 
that there were chims now before thent, 
soTue of wliich w*‘re of a recent date, there*- 
for he was not prepnred at present to fix the 
time of their duration ; but he admitted that- 
a time ought lo be fixed, beyond which tiO 
further claims ought to be admitted, and . 
that the board might to report as soonaspos-' 
si hie, and be put iiii end to. If the hori.* 
baronet w^ould renew his motion on a luturo 
dny, he hoped fh:'t the lion, baronet W'Oiild 
find every thing had been done that I)e could 
require. Having said thus much, lie wan 
anxious that a motion which implicxl a cen- 
sure uptyi tlie Irish governtnent should not 
pass., lie tlierefore moved the previous 
question. 

hlr. Ponsonly expressed fiis satisfaction at 
what had fallen fi^n the right lion, gent., 
but hoped that the commissioner.s would itt 
future sit from day to day. » 

Six J. Newport after what had fallen- 
from the right ho^v he would not press 
his first motion. With respect to the other 
board, he thought they ought now to limit 
the time within wliich they ought to report 
upon all the claims, and he hoped that the 
right hnn. gent, would not titink six months 
too short a period. 

Mr. Fansittart said, that he Iiad already 
stated tha^ with respect to llic comniis=i;oner.s 
for sulfering loyal ho meant imme- 
diately to .submit a motion to the house. 
With regard to the boatd he hoped in a 
short time to receive from Ireland 

wdiich w'ould enable hnu !o lay some pro-’ 
position before .thia 'fi<xise, — ^I'he previous 
question w'as th|?|l‘^.gteedto. 

Sir John tfirn moved Jiis pccorul 

resolution, viz; That it is the opinion- 
of this house, thk the board <4* coinmis-: 
sloncrs in Ireland, coiMUntcd bv the^KIth 
of his majesty, for granting alhnv.mces tO' 
bodies corporate, and individuals, in re.spect 
to representative fi-anchises extinguished 6y' 
the union, and to make conipeiLvation tO' 
those persons whose offices may thereby b^^ 
discontinued or di minified in value, oughCji 

3 F 
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:i)ridiin the space of six months from this the cxtcnsiori of that delay wlifick ha4> 
period, finally to adjudge and determine already kept Middlesex three years unre- 
al! such claims as now remain not disposed presented. He could not, therefore, con- 
cf, and should be then dissolved, as tlieir sent to any long delay now, lest it should 
longer continuance beyond sucli period, by prevent tlje decision from taking place 
rendering necessary a furlJier provision for within the present session, 
their salaries and expenses, would occasion Mr. Creevey allowed there were appedr- 
ar useless expenditure of public money.** ances of collusion in tlie circumstances ad- 
Mr, Cinry defended the conduct of the verted to by the hon. gent. He thouglit 
,Irif^h govenimcnt, but at the same time that some delay should be gr/mted, from a 
expressed hi.? opinion that these boards regard to the general provisions of the act, 
QUght to cea.se. With regard to the absur- and the general rights of petitioners under 
clity of sonic claims, Hint was not the fault it ; but he was ready to admit that delay 
of the commissioners : tiK*y were bound to should be very little in this case, 
investigate eveiy cLiim that was brought The Jttorncy-Oeneral agreed in the rea- 
beforc them. — ^I'he previous question was i sonablcnes.s of the arguments of the hon. 
moved and carried upon this resolution. | gent, who spoke last, and the fa'a ness of his 

[Middlksex Election.] — ^M i*. i admissions. He proposed the cjtchange of 

rose to move the house to fix a day fur the the ii.>t8 to take place on Wednesday, and 
escliango of Vi^ts of dispultxi votes between ; the ballot on Friday. — A long conversation 
.the petitioning freeholders of Middlesex and , cn.sued, in which Fox slated that Jio 
Mr- JMaiuwariiig. He argued tiiat the pe- I thought that too short a time. Mr. Mel- 
^ationiiig freeholders stood precisely in the j lish represented the advantage given in by 
. situation, and were entitled to ail the rights- Mr. Mainw^iring in the nnlitication of llio 
'of tlie candidate who had declined to pro- j oaths lie meant to object to, without re- 
secute the claims. This, he said,, was the j ceiving any information from the opposite 
intention of the fH’t, the object of which •' party in return. Mr. Fox considered that 
Vras to prevent collusion between the can- , the petitioners*, if treated bona fide as such, 
dhkites, to the prejudice of the freeholders, were not bouml by any thing done by cither 
flo w'ould propo.se to fix the exchange of , of the other jwrties. — Mr. Sturges Bourne 
the lists lor Thursday or Friday, and the 'thought the petitioners not ciiiiiled to any 
consideration of the petition for some day j indulgence of time, as tJiey Juid held back 
in the next wees:, [ their petition to the very last moment of iho 

Mr. H. Thorntdn doubted whether the Uime allowed them by parliament to present 
petitioners were entitled to «nll the rights . it. — Mr. Fox could not admit, that when a 
^at were claimed for them. If they were certain time was allowed by parliament for- 
Entitled to come into the place of the ran > ally purpo.se, those to \vliom it wasgranieil 
^idate, the equity of the ca.se .seemed to j were liable to answer for having a\ ailed 
require that they sJumld come in rather to } themselves of it to the full extent. Mr. 
the sii nation in w'hieh the candidate stood , Mainwaring, the elder, had delayed to the 
nt the time of giving in his declaration of - last day on which he could have presented 
his intention ol w'ithdrawiiig, than to his his petition, and nobody arraigned him on 
aiCUation at the time of the presentation of tliat account. — Mr. Wilberforce offered, a 
tfbe petition. It collusion was spoken of, few obsen'ations. The ballot was fixed for 
he saw more reason, in tlib instance, to Friday, dud the exchange of lists for Tlwa- 
^pprebend collasioii bcrtween tlie withdraw- day, — Adjourned, 
ing candidate and these pfe|itioner.s, than bo- ■— 

tween llie tu o caudhUte-H, , of the prin- j^iousB of lords. 

Cipal petitioners were cdfltJftnttee-men of 'luesrloy, June IS, 

dir Francis Burdett, ahd the agents were t!ie [M^nvtes.] — P urwnt to the order of 

Bame that had acted for Francis. Mr. th*’ dijy, their lordships resolved into a com- 
Mainwaring had delivered his Ji>t to the mitice of privileges, aud, lord WalMTighara 
Agents of sir Francis, and .sir Fraiwis, on having taken the chair, counsel and ^vi- 
his part, had caused no li.st to l?c delivered, dcncc wer^ further, hoard, respecting the 
Under rhe-^e circprostances it was evident ebifn of lady Henry Fitzgwald to the above 
the petitioners v'ouM. have an advantage, barony, the duke of KuUand'.s deforce 
He conceived, tl^refore, that a substitn- of his tide , to the same,, &c. ; after 
tion to the ejUerit of the pecunUry rights which (he ^ farther con-sideration. of the case 
pf the candidaCe, would only" tei:d to \yas deferred till. Friday .r-rThe bills 
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the table were fbtwarded in their respective 
fetag«s. Among these the British and Irish 
Militbi pay and clothing bills, tlie lottery 
bill, the Irish Paper Duty, and the Militia 
Adjutants' bills, were rend a second time, 
and severally ordered to be committed. 

[State of laELAXD.]— The order of the 
day being read : 

Tlic Earl of Stiff olh rose to bring forward 
liis promised motion on the above subject. 
He prefaced it by a speech of considerable 
lengtli, in tlie course of wJiich, he expati- 
ated upon the superior policy and expe- 
dience of enquiry on the principle' which 
he was about to recommend j a principle, 
whicli was sanctioned by the authority and 
reixiinmendation of that great statesmau 
and philosopher, lord chaiicdlor Bacon, and 
to the want of a proper attention to which, 
was in a great degree to be attributed tlie 
lo^s of our late possessions in North America. 
He dwelt upon the great importance of 
Ireland as a component and integral part of 
tlic united kingdom, and its peculiar politi- 
cal .importance, resulting from its geogra- 
phical situation, and the various local ad- 
%ant.'igc.s possessed by that island, lliis 
impojtant part of the united kingdom, he 
was warranted by authority, In saying, was 
far from being in a tranquil state j this be 
coulvl fairly infer from various ojiinions upon 
the subject, whicli were given by many 
noble lords in the course of late irafiortant 
discussions on the catholic question, and 
more c^ipecially from the legislative autho- 
rity f)f the two bills passed in the early part 
of the session, exclusively applicable to Ire- 
land j tlie one for suspending the habeas 
corpus act, and the other authorising the 
exercise of martial law. Politically .speak- 
ing, therefore, Ireland was not to be re- 
garded as in a tranquil state ; and, with rc- 
fijioot to its domestic and internal cnnsfdera- 
tion3, he trusted he could prove it to be, 
so far as to lay a ground for his intended 
motion, in a state, comparatively, of the 
niOist deplorable mlseiyl To . the p^seat 
uiiibrtiinate situation of Ireland, lie wser- 
ved, various causes coijtrilnitcd, and some 
of the principal of these he sh^ld eiidea- 
X our to explain to their lordships. In this 
view, what struck him as one of the most 
prominent, was the consideration of tithes, 
which, under tlie existing regulations, and 
in the way in which they' were colfctod in 
Ireland, were to be regarded as an in- 
tolerable grievance. Their lordships woidJ 
• recollect, that the great body of the peasantry 
and theiowercluss the people in tJiat country 


were of the Boman catholic pe]:isuutsi6n^ ;j|k 
a priiportion of at least nine-tenths j' ! 

xvere liable to the payment of for ^ 

maintenance of a church of • which thiy ^ ] 
M'cre not members, in addition to : f 

contributed to the support of thecleiW ^f 
their own commintjion, and thas had wy, 
the lower and poor.^* pnlefs of the pe 9 ^e 9 ’ 
a peasantry, perhaps tlie most distressed of 
any inexistence, to pay a double tax. 
their lordships con.sicler tlie point, and put .it 
to their own feelings ; it was xvhat none'.pf 
them could approve of. In his conclusions 
on this part of the subject, he was borne 
out by the opinions of the insurgent 
Doctors M'Nevin and Kraniett, on th^ir 
examiiiatiun, on being questioned as to the 
point, said, the Roman caiiolic peasantry of 
Ireland did not care a farthing aliout ena:m- 
cipalion j what they wisheti for was, Hie 
abolition of tithes. — He next expatiated dit 
the dismissed situation of the Irish pea- 
santry, which he described as greatly agf- 
gravated by the present, tilho system in 
that country. It was well. known, tliat the 
principal food of the Irish peasants was po- . 
tatoGs. For the grounds on wliicJi that ro^t 
was raised, live peasant paid a very high 
rent’ j four, five, and, in some cases, even 
ten j^oimcls n year vent ; added to this, 
llie cultivation of the jwtabx; ‘ required ; 

gi'eater proportion pf manual labour tb;^i ^ 

any otlicr vcgcUible, and from those tjie 
tithe was rigidly exacted? a grievance, wbiph 
those combined considerations ‘greatly 
gravated. His lordship expatiated a gpetit . 
deal on the salutary consequences, which, he 
conceived, would result to Ircfancl, and to . 
the empire at large, frothiG^holiceniaupi- 
parion, ap<l seemed to argue, from a variety 
of priK'ectlings which tpok place in!lrelaqti, * . 
and from the language held wt from various . . 
quafters, particularly from the year 
to the completion of the measure pf nnipn, 
that the catholics were led to imagine, j'f 
they were not promised it in terms,\tjiat' f; 
their constitutional cmaurijiafion ,\youJd b® A 
.one of the earliest results of tlio,^niqn. 
That ,snch might hi that ev»e^^t safely apd 
beneficially bike place, be Mated, vVas 
opinion and senturient of same of the na^t 
celebrated itatesntc^n and. writers of jrhat ria- 
tion, who, in • general, iaculcated iuph ^ ■ . 

‘principle : . some of th^se were retermk.t>' 

' by liis* lordship, as well tiv the jjpeeg'h -of 
lord-Jicatenant to tfie Jrish ^rliamentii 
of which the projci'ted, ajVqlioratfo.i 
of the state of the Irish ^atJibUcs and 1 

rantry formed a leading fcauire? and the ed- 4 
2 1 ' 2 ’ 
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4^r^ftseft from certain Reman catlioUc meeN 
ings in the counties of Wexford, Waterford, 
and Cork, witii Ibo answer uf the then 
secretary to tlie lord-Ueuteiiiur, ^ord Cattle- 
reg«h, were, on the annie princ iple, n ferred 
to by his lordship. He continued to espa- 
tiate upon tlie salutary cllbcts which he 
argued, would attend catholic emancipation, 

- and commented on what he thought the 
injustice and oppression <jf continuing the 
present system with respect to the Irish 
. cutJ^olics. lie described the wretched and 
miserable situation of the Irish peasantry as 
in a great degree owing to these odious and 
impolitic restraints j referring, as he pro- 
ceeded, to the opinions of vnrious writers 
upon the siihject, and on ths slate of Ire- 
land : they were ill dotlied, ill fed, and ill 
lodged ; t he luxury of slioos, stockings, or 
meat food, which their country so abundant- 
ly produced, was unknown to them. And 
tJiese he contrasted with the hituallon of 
the com-soouding classes of the inhabitants 
of Soiitli Jji'it tin, where a different system, 
civil and eoclcsia .iical, prevailed. lie dwelt 
upon the gcucrous and atlectionafo disposi- 
tions of that |)ea.saiitry j and, generally 
speaking, when left to thcmschcs, of their 
docility find innoflensi^e demeanour. He 
Limcnted the late decision of parliament on 
tlie subject of Irish Roman catholic eman- 
cipation, and adverted to the fears wjiich 
seemed to be entertained, in a legislative 
point of view, of such a measure as 
groundless and absurd. No serious injury 
to citlier church or state could ever be ap- 
prehended from the introduction of perhaps 
seven or eight Irish Roman catholic coin- 
monexs into a legislative assembly of be- 
tween six and seven hundred protcstanls j 
nor $rom the circumshmee of eleven or 
twelve catholic peers taking their seats 
dmong their lordships. Resides, in that point 
of view, sortie degree of restriction may be 
well interposed; for instance, those who 
changed their religion from the protestant to 
tlie catholic, should not be allowed to sit in 
parliament. He only threw this out as a 
general . idea, IIc w'as a strong advoaite 
fqr the principles of toleration 5 genuine 
C/hristlanity went not to ordain . rejigious 
etfoWi&hments ia a sfeite; and he panc- 
■ gyrlsed the system adopted in" America with 
res^xtet to religion, where every denomina- 
tion „of Christians was equal in the eye of 
the law, >nd alike eligible to the admini- 
sn-ating government j neither were the Irish 
catholiqjK so well treated as their fellow* 
suyecjf of the iKune >ptfisuasion> ,in. otJier 


parts of his Majesty's dominions. . He ad# 
verted particularly to those of Canada, who, 
forming a great majority of the inhabitants 
of that part of the empire, had their re- 
ligion established in their favour 5 and why, 
he would ask, was the coronation oath of 
the sovereign to be held binding, wUh Re- 
spect to the catholics of Ireland, and not 
su titered to ■ alTcct those of Canada ? On 
the benelivial ehecls, either in a view of 
internal or external policy," of the sy.stera 
adopted with respect to Canada,; he dwelt 
short ly, and referred to the authority of 
certain writers on that subject, which, he 
argued, bore him out in his .conclusion. 
Another consid.eration, which, he said, 
contributed to iJie miserable situation of 
the Iridi peasantry, to which the present 
un.fortunnto state of that country w-as so 
greatly o\vii\v,, v/as the extreme low i)rices 
of labour. I his, he (observed, was, in many 
parrs of Ireland, not more than live pence 
per day ; though the rents paid for land, 
were, upon the whole, as h gh, or rather 
higher, titan thon* paivl in Lngl.md j ?nd 
one of the leading evpedient«> wliich ho. 
would ret'oinmend to aimlioratc ‘he con- 
dition of the poor in tliat co untry, would 
be, to raise the prices of labour. With 
their present wages, it was astonishing how 
they could protract existence : to many parts 
of the province of Munster, he understood 
these observations would particularly appl)". 
Another leading consideration, and which 
greatly contributed to the present slate of 
Ireland, and the di. stressed condition of the 
poor, was the sy.stem in general adopted 
by absentee landlords, and which, in some 
points of view, tliough they mostly let 
their estates at lower rents than others in 
the first instance, operated as a great grie- 
vance ; what lie principally adverted to 
was, their practice of Jetting their lands 
to what wore called middle men," who 
p.sually let them out again to tlie occupying 
tenant at exhorbitant rents.- This system 
was equally injurious to the head landlord, 
.^4 ..the person who tilled the ground. By 
absentees Ife did not mean those noble lords 
who attended their duty in that liouse, but 
^;Teat landed proprietors, . who. rarely, if 
cvei* visit (§d Ireland ; and he in.stanced some 
cases where, by the adoption of a different 
plan, the occupier of the ground was con- 
siderably benefilted in his situation, and 
Uxe rents of the head landlord at the same 
time greatly increa.sed ; and be also advert- 
ed to some proceedings known to bimseli^ 
which, hev contended, evinced tlie^ necaa- 
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«ltyy w*th a reimnce , to the ameVi0rati<m 
of the state of Ireland, of some alterations 
in that part of the system. All these con- 
si Ji^rAtions combined, indeed, and the no- 
torious internal situation of Ireland called 
lor it. shewed the necessity of an enquiry 
into the real state of that rnluahlc and impor- 
tant part of the united kingdom, in order 
that government and the legislature may, 
as tar as practicable, ascertain what steps 
were proper and necessary to be taken for 
ameliorating the condition of its inhabitants, 
and the security of that part of the empire. 
A great majority of the people in that 
country were, he contended, obviously dis- 
satisfied witli their present condition ^ and, 
he feared, that the large armed force, 
which Jt was found necessary to maintain 
in Ireland, was not so much for the pur- 
pose of repelling invasion, «as to suppress 
insurrection. ’ With a view to obviate every 
tiling unfavourable that might be appre- 
hended, and to lay the ground M ork of the 
Ixiiietleial results to which he alluded, he 
M'ould move their lord.sliips, ** that an hum- 
^ Me address be presented to his majesty, 
praying that he would be graciously pleas^ 
to appoint commissioners to enquire into 
tiie pivsenf state of that part of tlie united 
' kingdom called Ireland, and to order that 
the said cxmimissioners do report the state 
of each county 5 and that the same be laid 
he foi e his majesty and the two hoases of 
parliament.” — On the question being put; 

The Earl of Limerick rose, and observed, 
that ns an Irishman, he must decidedly 
oppose the motion of the noble earl, as 
likely to prcxluce great mischiefs. Indeed, 
for a long time, he should not have sx\\h- 
posed the noble carl to liave been speaking 
of Ireland, till, by further attention, and 
the frequent repetition of tlie word, he 
found the noble earl meant to apply his ob- 
servatioiLs to tJiat part of tlie united king- 
dom. In the present instance, he assured 
their lordships he would intrucle upon their 
patience but a very short time ; and, first, 
he \v'ould observe, that one of the lending 
propositions of the noble earl, as lie under- 
stood its application, would go to deprive 
the protestant established church of Ireland 
irf its means of support : he alluded to the 
destruction of tithes. Were their lordships 
prepared to accede to ’ any jproposition that 
•would tend to that ? With regard to tlie 
4iohie earl’s description of tJie state of Ire- 
land i with ^spect to the coiidkion. of its 
peasantry, ^le low prices of labour, he 
mpst have made his oakuktions upon what. 


rv, 

was the state of tliosc things a great 
years sineb. He had, from the considc-^/ ' 
ration, whether fortunate or unfortunate,', v' 
: he could not say, of living a great man/ 
years in Ireland, much personal and loeiil 
i knowledge in these respects. He , could so 
far controvert his statements. And, with 
respect to what may be matters of opiniojis 
ins conclusions were formed from aiUhcM ^ 
rities, very difterent from those referred to 
by the noble earl.- He knew full wvll and 
was free to confess, tli.it the bituation of 
Ireland, in many of the parts adverted td, 
was by no means so favourable as that of 
this country ; nor would they bear a com- 
parison ; but for this he would contend, 
that Ii-eland had been for many years back^ 
and still continued in a state of progres*- 
sive improvement and amelioration, and 
which tlicre was every reason to expect would 
increase every day r to adopt tlie measure 
recommended by the noble earl, therefore, 
especially whence situatitm of that country, 
menaced by invasion, and (he empire at 
large, embarked in an arduous and exten- 
sive warfare, was considered, would be im- 
politic *and dangerous in the highest de- 
gree. His lordship tlicn shortlyadvertedto the 
general nature of the noble earl’s addre.sx 
to the house, a great part of which applied 
to the question of catholic esmancipation ; a 
.subject which had so recently, so fully, and 
.so temperately been canvassed in that liouse, 
and solemnly decided upon by their lonl- 
ships. On that part of the noble earl’s 
speech, he should not, therefore, offer a 
single obscTVMtioti. He then adverted to k 
few of the noble carl’s observations rcspect* 
ing the ab.sentee landlords, and particularly 
to a circum-stance introduced into tliat part 
of his spoocl), which, it .seemed, admitted 
a very different inference from that draWik 
by tlic noble earl. He apologised to their 
lordships, for this short occupation of their 
time ^ for his part he felt.it decidedly his 
duty to opj>osc the motion. 

Ibe Duke of Notjolh begged leave trt 
offer a few ob.scrvations on tlie subject 
With respect to those njiscliicvoits effects, 
which the noble earl, wdio had last .spoke. 
Seemed to apprehend, in case the, i^otion 
WTis agreed to, he confessed no such appre- 
hensions presented themselves to his iniud. 
With respect" to die important subject of 
tithes, liis grace observed, that finding the 
law in that respect coeval in tins oodntryi 
wiiji the laws for tJio conservation of every 
other kind of property, he considered thciii 
as entitled to cqnd regarik They were thi 



^ '(4k 

‘prbpert 7 ‘of tbe church, to be respected as 'would induce him to object to it. With 
such, and iiM)lved‘Consideratioii» affeqling s noble earl, he thought it would be 
the union bf church and state, which, he ' productive at present of mischievous effects, 
'trusted, wouW always continue to support With him, he thought tliat a great deal of 
each oAer. With respect to what had been the noble mover’s speech was api)lic*dblc to 
isaid as arising from the topic of catholic ' the question of catholic emancipation ; 
“emancipation, he fnlly agreed that tliat im- ^ which, wMth the noble duke, he thought 
•pbrtant subject had been fairly, fully, and ; had been most fully, fairly, and tciUpc- 
tobly discussed by the house, and though . rately considered in that hou.se, as much 
formed one of a comparatively small so as any topic that ever came before 
‘minority, who thought it wa.s proper their * parliament ; and that being solemnly decided 
lordships should go into a committee on that ' upc^n, by a large majority, not only of that, 
■Subject, yet, he bowed to the decision of , but of the other branch of the legislature ; 
the majority of tlieir ’ lordships, and practi- | he felt it unnecessary to offer a single ob- 
calJy must consider such decision as rightly J serration upon all tlie relevant part of the 
made. Yet he seemed to think that, noble rarl’s spwli! With respect to the 
from those disaissions, matter transpired, important consideration of tithes, on which 
which tended to* shew the expediency of such ' the noble secretary, in the r(>ui*se of his 
anenquiry as his noble friend proposed, fn | observations, laid considerable .stress; he 
some points of view, he disapproved of par - most ..cordially agreed with the position of 
'tial quoCations from authois 3 they required ‘ the noble duke, that they ronstimted pro- 
a great portion of the context, in order fully perty, and that of the most sacred kind, 
to ascertain the sense of^the writer ; and ; indeed, the gentlemen alliulcd to by tlie 
*orte particularly, wliom his noble relative j noble earl, Messrs. Kmmett and M‘Novin, 
had more than once quoted that cv'cning, i when they were examined on the part of 
correctly, no doubt, one with whom he had j the government of Ireland, .seemed to have 
'the happtn^s and the honour to be long gi^ on their evidence very ingenuously upon 
acquahUed, the late archdeacon Paley, went that .subject; they, after giving (luar opi- 
on to sny, speaking of the subject of tithes, nioiis as to the wishes of tJie Irish pcM.siini ry^ 
that which, in his mind operated in a difre- for the abolition of tithes, went on to 
rent way fr<mj what his noble relative admit, that were those abolished, I lie rents 
seemed to understand it. Adverting to the would be immediately raised by the land- 
state of the established religion in Ireland, lords, in a proportionate degree, so that fht! 
he obseired, there existed, .some years ago, relevant situation of the peasantry would, 
that which should induce liim^ to think the .50 far, remaiii the same. Jn fact, to abolish 
'Huperior clergy of that couiitiy h'fghly re- the tithe, would be to rob f lie clergy; I hey 
prfrhensible. He alluded to the circum- -were their property, and, in the vyy of the 
stances of many parishes of considerable law, equally sacred with every other cle- 
exteut, and which paid all the clerical dues, scriptidii of properly. I'he benefirs of Lh(;ni 
being not only without a cleig}nnan, but w'crc, in fact, equally experienced, and 
'6veh W’ithout a church. He thought the enjoyed by the land-owners, as it w«is ob- 
ttiOSt favonraWe epoch for redrc.ssing many vious that these, from the consideration of 
of the grievances adverted to by his noble their lands being liable to tithes purcha.srd 
relative, as affecting Ireland, wa.s the oc- them proportbmably at a lc.ss rate ; and tfiiii 
'casioii of tlie s^justment in 1/82, when wn.s conskleralion, independent of the 
Ifeland was relieved from tlie commercial political and religious point.s of view in 
letters of this country. A peculiarly fa- which the subject may be con.slilered, which 
'vourabld di)porjunlty was then presented, should place them, equally with every other 
^rth respSjet to the 'question before the species bf property, under the protection of 
’House, he thought ir was one that demand- the laws, and such he misted, they would 
an opinion from some of his majesty^s . for ever remain. In concluding, his lord- 
ministers. ' ship alluded to the very advanced period of 

SLotA ffttwkeshury obswed, the' motion the session, and the consequence of UiMr 
' cd^ideratixni was one which he should attendance as lijghly improper for the coii- 
ftei ‘it hw.ditty to resist, were it only upon aidtiation of a subject of a nature equally ge- 
'the ground of ' its 'being^ very ill-timed : it neral and important, and which branched out 
fejtohTO cbrisideratioh.s; which, tmder into such a, variety of intererting details, and 
^ j^wbnt prcumstances and situatioit, not which additionally operated- upon his mind 
ftUhnd;- but^ of ‘tlie enipfrc at large, m inditclng him to decide against the mbtiOn. 

/ / 




Tlio Earl of Suffolk spoke in' explana>- [ 
tion,. and stated that his ide:w did not go • 
to the*ahf)}ition of titlies, whicli, he agreed, } 
i^iould be considered as the property of the 
church. He adverted to aiul enforced some j 
of the propositions ha h:ul in the llrst in- 
stance advanced, and retcrred to tlie act of 
Elizabeth, wliich recognised the principle, 
and enjoined eiujuirics ot the kind, as we j 
understtxKl his lordship, through the medium j 
of tlie judges, who w'cre lu report the rcDult ! 
of their enquiries to the crown, and which 
he thouglii it would be well toad ujxin. — 
After some farther olwe; ions, , the ques- ' 
tion was put, and decided in the negative, ' 
without a divibioti. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF c'OM^o5rs. 

Tuesday, June IS. 

The house was counted by the speaker at 
four o’clock, when the re<iui.s'ito nuniber of 
members not being present, it was imine- 
dutely adjourneil till to-morrow. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, June If). 

[UTinuttes.] — L ord Glcr.ljcnie, accom- 
panied by sf'\eral menibers, delivered a 
inovSiige iVom the coniinons, purj«>rting, 
tlut Vhe conimitlee of tliat liouse, on 
which the periiiisslon uf their lordsihips for 
the iiireiulaiu'c of the viscount Sidmouth, 
and llie earl of Buckinghamslure, hail been 
requested, haviiig ck).sed the hearing wi: 
evidence, and made their report, ihc ne- 
cessity for such attendance, on the part 
of those noble lor:L, no longer existed.^ — 
Mr. Alexander pitbcnled the Seamen’s En- 
couragement hill, and the London Tort Im- 
provement bill, which, with several private 
hills, recently brought up, were severally 
read a first lime. — ^The bills upon the table 
were forwarded in tiieir respective stages. 
Among those I ho Irisli Paper Duty bill, 
ihe English and Irish Militia Pay bills, and 
the Militia Adjutants’ bills sevvirally wfent 
tJirough commiiteoa of the whole house, and 
the reports were receive J. — In the cnmniittw* j 
on the General Turnpike Road. bill. The 
dake of Norfolk objected to one of ks 
leading proviahHis. By the former act, a 
moiety of certain monies, levied fuf ofiences 
under the act, was granted to t!ie infomier. 
In the present bill, tlio whole money was 
^>proppated to* the repair of live roads, which 
tjcpfive the informer of his principal 


motive for acting. He, therefore, proposed- 
an amendment, tejiding to restore the 
vision of the tormer act, in that respect.. 
This proposition, not seeming to meet thoj 
sense of the eominitlee, was, on thg questipa 
being put, negatived without a division^. 
The report of the bill was cr<lcrc\l to be ru-- 
ceived to-morrow.— A. petition from sir Johi|r 
Johnstone, bart. claiming, the title of mar-, 
qtiis of Annaiidale, A’c. was preseutedi. 
referred, by their lord^iiys, to ilie 
duration of tlie rommiUee irf pj iv-ileges.^. 
I'he hoiKc resolved into a committee ott 
Morris’ ili voice bill, v hen several amendr 
inenth wcero made by the omission cf cejtaii|> 
clauses. — ^I'he .siijjcndiary cuiutes ’oill wput 
through a ciinimktee of the wliolc housp,,^ 
and was ordered to be reported to-mpf-* 
^o\v^ 

[Conduct of Judoe Fox.] — Lord 
vi/h seeing a noble secretary of Male in hU 
phice observetl, that he rose in coubcqucnco 
of liis understanding the noble lord had glveiv 
notice of his intention to bring in a bill to 
( oiUinuc the proceeding.^ in the case of Mr. 
Justice Fox, until the next session of parr 
liament. * He rose to trouble, their lortlshipft* 
with a very lew obsv.a vat ions upon the sub«^ 
ject. He was aware he was not piTfectly 
in order, but his sense of Uie intended pro- 
ceeding was so strong, that he seized tha 
first opportunity he had of N^ying a few 
j words upon It, The proposed measure,, int 
I his opinion, would tend to a inatei ial alte- 
ration of the wliole frame and constitution 
of lh(i parliimcnt of this country. He hoped 
full time would be allowed lor tlie coiisi-? 
deration of a question of such groat im- 
portance ; a cjuostion of no ic.ss inomeuG 
than w hether they $lM)iild now, for the first 
time since parliament existed, enact by a 
law, that Ihe king slumkl not have the poweiF 
! by his preiogative of puttUig an end to mo- 
tkw^a, diw ussioiiji, and biljs, which might bet 
penJiug in both Jimises- of parliamont. Ae 
far as he had bceen able to mforni himself 
upon the. subject, tJiere wa.s no instanp^ upQt|» 
record of cc.nitinuing ‘from session tp 
sion, bills, or the ^deliberative procppdtwgtt 
of theJegislature. ‘His lordship adverted tet 
a solemn 'deckioa, whicli had 
with re.spert to the pv>int by l)oth hou$ex, on 
a particiJar tx^rasion. With respec t e^c- 
tioii coinudtteea, where the pfoeped^^ 
were continqed^ the pase was quite dij&reitf ^ 
as such made a, separi^te tribunal, .$he prcH 
cecdings of wh’ch were withii)^ ' 

were .so coustkuted by a law, .a«^ 

for a particular He 









^dlb e?Epressing hk*hope, tbai; full notice 
. ;)jPOuid be given of the intended discsiswon 
" a measure of sucli gi eat and peculiar im» 
portance. 

, ^ Lord Hawkesbury observed, that no pro- 
\Cie^ng should obtain with respect to the 
sIR^iect adverted to by the noble Ixiron, 

, which would indicate any intention on his 
\|Qlt of taking the house by surprise. He 
however, rather obliged to the noble 
J^rdfor giving his general opinion at so early 
ja period upon the point, though it was done 
’ Wiaway, perhaps, contrary to the forms of 
^at bouse. Of the intended discussion, the 
; noble baron might be assured, ample notice 
riiould be given. Ho could not say that he 
coincided with the opinion thrown out. He 
»'.«aw the point in a dittbreiu light. ' Jt should 
be recollected, tkit a great difference existed 
between a legislative, and a judicial proceed- 
ing of tlwt house 5 and hooemceived in tliat 
,vicw of llie subject what he proposed* cogld 
-Very properly be done. Added, to thi.s, tlie 
■case was perfectly a novel one, and tUe^liousc 
wo\ild rather have to form '.a precedent. 
^With respect to tlie'^other JuiUse |?arlia- 
^meuL a case occurred Wlhicli, he s^enied to 
„tjiink, bore a siiniliiude to what lie sug- 
gested : he meantuUo 'Caf^ of air Thottu^^ 
..'Bumbold,. whendn, witj^reference^vio a bill 
^fpaina and penaltfes,, it propose^l to 
.contmUe jtlx^^.procoediug#. With respect tOs 
Jiis iiitendad &11, he .abould propose r»horj.ly 
to, bring it in, have, jt-printed for the perusal 
^and consideration of -their lordships, 'and, 
W.ith respect to the discussion ,'$v'hich might 
. take place on the- question for the second 
reading, the noble lord miglit depend upon’ 
ample notice should be given. 

[Messaub vrom thk KiNGr]— Lord 
Hawkesbury delivered the following message 
4^on\ his majesty : 

- Cfeorge R.—#His majesty thinks proper 
>t)Oi acqoauit die house of lords, that the eom- 
.m.unicationi$ which have taken pla<^^ andare 
still depending, between his majesty and 
.some of the powers the continent, have 
not' yet been brought to such a point as. to. 
enable his majesty result of them 

.Wore the house, of to ei^ter into any further 
eBpldnation , with the French government, 
consistently with the sentiments expressed 
by his majesty at the opening of ihSe present 
tessron. But his majesty >eooceivei thatrdt 
may he of es^tiaJ importance that he should 
, have U in hit tasw«l hiinselfof any 

^vmaasble givjng^‘>4^ccttlb. 


dinate aftibition of Fra^nc^^i or^may be mpst 
likely to lead to a tenniq^hpii of the pyesent^ 
contest, on grounds consistent with the per- 
^manent safety and interests of his majesty's 
dominions, and tlie securlt)r and indepen- 
dence of Europe. ‘His majestf therefore 
jrecoaunends it to the house of lords to con- 
sider of making provision tor enabling his 
majesty to take sucli measures and enter into 
such engagements-as the eicigcndies of af- 
fairs may require. ' G. R.'* 
Lord Hawhesbur^ ,^eT\ .moved, ^ that his 
majesty's message, be takenjnto confideration 
to-morrow. Agreed to. — Adjourned,., 


HOUSE OP CbjltMOHS. . 

JFeclnesclo^9 Juncig. 

[MxNUtES.]—- Sir J'.tB.sWarren brought 
up the report of tJ^e committee, to w'hoin 
the petition of. the trustees of the Naval 
.Asylum wbh referred; / Ordlircd to lie on 
^tj^o • table* to, be printed, and to be taken 
Into ipQiisideralioa by a committiJe of the 
fWlfole house on Friday next — On. the mo- 
Ibn of lord Glenbcrvie, it was orderevl', thdt 
a rqessagi^ should sent, to the lord.s, !ac- 
quaintiiig aheir lordships,' that the seket 
committee on- the eleventl> report of the 
;comniissioners of naval enquiry having closed 
their examinations* the commons no longer 
' thought it necessar)'^ to desire the aitenilance 
-of tlie lord pmsidcut of tlie conneik the earl 
St. Vincent, and tlw carl of Buckingham- 
shire, — rTbe Bank Forgery bill was read a 
second time* ordered to be committed on 
Tiiesday, and in, the mtan time to be print- 
ed.~Tho « Ixaufon Pori Jinproveioeut bill 
was read a tliird time, and passed. — Serjeant 
Bestmovetl the secx)nd rcailing of the Mem- 
bers of Parliament Bankrupt bill. Sir W.- 
Lemon conceiving that the bill was of great 
importance* hoped the learned gentleman 
.would not press it through the house the 
p*’;;sent session. The bill was then rer*d a 
second time, and ordered to be committed 
bn Ibesday.-— The London Fish Bounty 
Amendment; act was read a third time anil 
passed. — Mr. Long brought up the report of 
thb committee to whom the petition of the 
trustees of the British Museum was referred,* 
stating, that, in their opinion, the purchase 
of the late Mr. Towbl^'s collection of an- 
tiques, was an object of great national 
portanoe, and that the sum required of 
20,0001. was a moderate price for the same. 
Ordered to lie on the table* jnd to be prirtN 
ed.'i^On. the fuotton of Mr. Bankes, it was 
ordercdjdiat such part of the report of Um^ 
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«dmnnittee on the petition from the tru^^tees 
of the Britifsh Museum, as related to the ad- 
ditions making to that building, for the re- 
ception of antiques, &c- be referred to a 
committee. — The house went into a c^mi- 
Tuittee on the Irish Compensation acts, • in 
which Mr, Vanslttart stated his inteulion to 
‘bring in a bill obliging the conunissioncr.s 
to advertifc a certain day of limitation be- 
yond which no ckiim should be attended. 
The House having resumed, the report was 
received, and Mr. Vansittart obtained h ave 
to bring in a bill accordingly. — Mr. Rose 
brought in a bill tor repealing the duties on 
wix)lleii goods exported to the Kast Indies, 
which w'as read a tir-st time, and ordered to 
be read a second time lo-jiiorrow: — ()n the 
motion of Mr. Huskisson, accounts were 
ordered to* be laid betbre the house, of tiie 
amount of Exchequer bills outstanding and 
unproi ided for, on the two loans in 1804, 
one of eight millions, the other of one mil- 
lion and a half. — Mr. Vansittart brought in 
tlie Irish Compensation Limitation bill, 
w'hich was read a first time, and ordered to ; 
be read a second time to-morrow. — Mr. H. | 
Lascelles brought in Mr. Pitfs Indemnity | 
bill, which was read a first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time to-morrow. ' Mr. 
Long presented an account of the further 
films that would be necessary for tlie erec- 
tion of a court-house, Sre, in the city of 
Wesimin.ster.— The house went into a com- 
mittee oil the American Wool IVado bill 5 
when it resumed, Mr. Ro.se obtained leave 
to bring in a bill permitting the exportation 
of wool from the Briti.sh pJantaiions in 
America to the united kingdom. — Mr. Foster 
brought in a bill for regulating the duties cai 
the imports and exports of Ireland, which 
was read a first time, and ordered to be 
printed and to be read a second time on 
Monday. — l"he house ueiit into a committee 
on the Gnat Skin act, the report of winch 
was ordered to be received .lo-inorrow. — 
On the order of the day for tiie second read- 
ing of tlje Woollen MannfaiTturcr,s bill, 
Mr. Rrooke intimated Jiis disposition to 
abandon the bill at present, if he could be 
«s.sured that a .similar one should be brought 
' forward early next session. It was a subject 
of much consequence, as it kept in suspense 
a body of above 200,0CK) men. 'Jl iic chan- 
€«llor of the' exchequer, th.ough he cxniUl 
give no pledge that such a bill sliould l>e 
brought forward, yet assured the hou. g-mt. 
•Ishat the attention of parliament .should cer- 
'^tabiiy l>c drav/ii to Uic subject as early as 
possible in the nsxt session. After a few 
\ OL. V. 


words from sir W. Young, the bill waf 
given up. — Colonel Crauftind mov’ed, that 
there be laid before the houic an account of 
the number of men wanting to compkftr 
the regular forces in his majesty’s service, 
cavalry and infantry, on the 1st of May, 
180.0, distingiiishiii'i; British trpops from 
foreign, and tho^e enlisted for limited ser- 
vice from tlu'se cnli.sted for unlimited .ser- 
vice ; as also an abstract of the number of 
men rai.scd under llie addilioiiaJ defence ^ 
in Groat Britain and Ireland, shewing the 
number raised on the l.st of Feb. 1805, and 
the number from that period to the present ‘ 
time. After some doubt expressed by the 
dsancellorof the exchequer whether or not 
sonic of these papers could be published, 
colonel Craiifurd's motion was agreed to.— 
After a .short conver.sation between the se- 
cretary at war, general Fitziiatrick, Mr. 
Fox, and the chancellor of the exchequer, 
the Militia Officers' bill was read a second 
lime, and ordered to he committed to-mor- 
row.— Ordered, tliat the house do go into a 
committee of the whole house to-morri/vi*, 
to consifler the report of the committee on 
the Pilchard act. — ^I'he Barrack Masters’ bill 
was read a third time and passed.— The re- 
port of the committee on the lA^yalty Loan 
Bill was received, the amendments wero 
agreed to, and tiie bill was ordered to be 
read a third time to-morrow.— The Univer- 
sity Advowsons bill was ordered to be read ai. 
third time on Friday. — Mr. "Ward brought in 
a bill for amending the Act of George the 
First, relative to the situation of the poorer 
clergy, which was read first lime, and or- 
dered to be read a second time to-moiTOw. 

{Committee of Supply.] — The order 
' of tlie day for the hou.se resolving itself into 
a committee of ways and means having been 
read, it wa.s ordered, on the motion of the 
chair ellor of the cxcheijiier, that the public 
e.sTimates and accxiantsbe referred to the said 
committee. On the motion fiir tlie spea- 
ker’ .s leaving the chair, 

Mr. Fb.v asked tiie right hon. genl. oppo- 
site, wliother or not lie was right in under- 
standing that tiic sum of.fivc millions to be 
appropriated to a particular puq>osi% had 
been already voted in the comiuittee of sup- 
ply ? 

The Chaitt'clhr of //ic Eic/o-yvfV’ replied, 
that it was certainly included in tlie general 
vote, but tbal there bad been no .specific vfite 
on that subject j in fact tlie .specltle vott?s had 
been kept back tlie rircuuistani cs of 
the destination o\' that sum not having been 
ascertained. He lioi>cd, however^ eitb«r 
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tt>-^aj or to-monow to }af before fhe hOi^ forwdnl bis elaims'iii j^Uuc^t, but it 
^ -mes&ige from his majesty on that subject, not until several applicatioiU lx?eii^*siicW 
j^n .accidentcjl circumstance alone bad pre- cessflilly resisted' that; In the idea of 

bis not haviug done so already^ but pleading in adeipVacy in point of pecuii&iy 
Re trusted ^ef(;rc the rising of the house be con^pensation bi*st ‘ oceitrrW to the noble 
Sfiftight yet be enabled to communicate Jt to duke, after an inteiyal of 25 years from the 

* conclasUmcf the original bari;ai'n. Thehon. 

:Qrey observed, that v^'ben he gave gent, entered into a history <if the proceccU- 
^t^Wtice of nis motion, which stood for ingsof tlte commissioners and of the privy 
; f^'moiTow, it was be-^ause no coramunica- coancil on the duke's claims, and contended 
jdbh’of iliC kind alluded toby the right hon. that his grace’s supplementary petition was 
bJtd been mrule to the house; an oc- meant to surprise those who were unac- 
curreacj vj'.ich might alter his intention. — qiiainted with the merits of tlie case into an 
""i'hj. iu 'ise then Went into a committee, in acquiescence willi hw wd>Ues. Nodiing 
v/h.rh!^ '..t? re.iolved on the motion of the coiilcl be more absurd than the arguments 
ch?,’ ’ r vif thjL* e^o!lequer, that the sum that h.id been urged by the friends of the 
ot* <: « • . 1 s * ’;i ' i the surplus of the con- noble duke, tliat Use Biiti.sh parVuiment had 
- a itiii'l, an ' tb of l.lha.l 15 I no power to bind the Isle of Man. It 
li, ;} 01 ' t L f the surplus of the giants of w'a.s by an act of pailiament alone that hiA 
03 granted towards the supply, gracehad "any right wliatever in the island.' 
h •.jv:se huving resumed, the report was 'Without that .act he would Jiave been ex^ 
f,.' a Ui be receivt-d to-morrow. eluded from it. ' The circimi^nces attend-. 

TTKC OF Athol l's Claim.] — The or- ing the negociation of the sale between the 
d- the day ha\ing been read for the crown find tlje ancestor of the noble duke 
. 'e resolving it. seif into a committee o|i bad been nK>st open and honourable. With 
ibe i'eporf of the committee to wjjom the regard to the arr.Ti Ion ^ tl)at the value of the 
peti-ion of die di*ke ct Alholl had been re- j*cveniies hrul inca^aiJcd, he was willing to 
iCiTf.d, Cijloncl Stanley moved that tlic .'tpc-a*- adniil if ? but why had th<*\ iiuTeased ? lie- 
icer do WiW leave the cl.air. c-nisc they h.»d been in (lio heiuds of the Bri- 

• h' . /"/(i'o'iA/w / opposed the motion, and ti.di paihanficnt ; bivause wher rnea-siues 
|i,xpre»&ed hU ct'uvic^inn, vhat a more impor- l hadU'cn atlopreci with regard to ihoni. Had 
taut st.bjcct bad novel been brought lunbie ! tl.c nets sys ciii laded, .aiul h:ul therevet^ues 
parliam.ut ; not cejiriiuiy uith regard to the • been dimin!;hcd iss uii'ch as they have beefi 
imguiti.de of the iniineditite object of dis- f anginented, u(‘Vild it hci\e been considered' 
pussion, hut with regard to tlie danger of ; fair or luiurntrabie to deduct from (he price 
the precedent. JTe was convinced that the paid for thini ? Wijy ilicii should the seller 
/^cads of the nol,V duke v. ould csstnlkiUy beionsideitd as enlilled to a particij;«iioii 
him, wore they to advi‘,e him to m ith- in advar}l 3 ge.s w hidi nc\cr would li:ne ac-- 
his petiiion, {> begin llie bust|ic|i>i. de onicd had the island vemained in tlieposses- 
iloto, and to give !• quite a ilili’erent direc- sion of hiinnr lii** fuinljy f In his opinion 
fion. JNlucli «tle^s h id t>cen !.Hid on the dis- (he cciiiptnsanon already iuv.u'dcd was more' 
l^tisfiiction tihU Will iiianifestedat the periocT than cquivalriit to the object gained. If 
^ihen th.fJ iM3'nlbC3 of tiio Lsle of Man were j more, however, mii.st yet be gi anted,’ as 
.fold to the crown of Great Britain by the ^ IJrJjti.sh fniuUhnd bencnicd from tliecircunv 
xince.stor of the noble ilul.e ; h\it this was the ] sUiicc, from firiti.sh fiiiuls tlie additional re^ 
dissatisihction (hat naturally arose in men of ' mnneration ought unquestionably to pra»> 
high minds nt being deprived of peculiar ccvd. ' * , 

|witilegcs j it was niKoniiecicd’with any pe- ?»Ir. observed, that the duke of 

piivary idea, and was ^xTsuaded, thrft Atholl, cont’essediy depriifd of rigliis fm* 
bad yuOfOLH).]. been purcLa.se money in- ‘Hvhlch no sum could be an adequate coni- 
pteau 0 .f 7<)>jOu 1. tjiat ^Isiatis fact Ion would ; pensation, came fo the house for the lestrV 
aftll ha\e been dbplat^cd. 'llie noble duke i ration of several rights, whn:h, when grant- 
hlitjscdf, in his early application's to parh'a- j ed, could be nr) ]o.’>s to tlie public. 

Ipctoi on tbis KVihiect, had not hinted at* any failetf' hi this ; but aUhough 'no peainiary 
’iir^'clajuacy in the pecuniary ^XJthpeimtion.’i compyu-sation was at hrst thought of, 3 ''er, 
fje had nict^iy asserted his right to viSWom • when it Wi>s tbuud that the right was iold at 
vestigea of princely powev> mVd having a ciuurter of its •\alue, it was perfectly ojx^n 
defeated in iiis attempts to 'procure to the uobb duke bring forward the 
u^thp courts of laWy 'lie Rad brought sent claim..- The bargain had been proeij^!^^ 
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lately oonditded. If it had been delil>enife- 
ly made* an was usual in such ca^s, some- 
thing mi 2 ;ht indoed be founded upon it, in 
opposition to any further compensation. Bat 
w'heil tlie noble duKe’s ancestor was told by 
the first legal autliority (»f that tiay (lord 
Mansfudd), that if lie did not accept what 
was ofiered he w<inJd Ji:ive nothing at all, 
was that a way to conclude a bargain, or 
were the rights voluntarily yielded? An 
hon. gent, had said, that p.arliaiuent always 
had tile right to legislate for the island. It 
certainly, however, Jiail no such thing. Tlie 
hon. gent, had <pioted several a ’ts in proof 
of hi.s opiiiion.s. The fact was, that these 
Acts only refeiTed to the security of the 
country again.st any illegal and injurious pro- 
ceedings that might be carrit'd on in that 
island. He had quoli'd the at't of the 7ih 
of James 1. to prove that the island wns not 
independent of parliament. But, what said 
lord Coke ? though it was not entirely a dic- 
tum of his, but the opinion of the other 
judges. They all said, that parliament had 
not a right to legi.slnle for the island j but 
that str.ne special provl.'ions might extend to | 
it. For instance, parliament had a right to | 
take care that it should do iiorhlng’ to ininre 


without reference to any account. Mm*;. 
Grenville, urged by I be revenue board, 
taken .'HXkOl. per annum, and that incresi«l%; 
too, from Hie individual, aiid only pai^ 
7(),(X^f)l. wliich was no adequate compensjH 
tinii cv'*n in a pecuniary view. Mr, Rotreji^ 
the n defended the duke of Athol from ‘ 
charge of delay and contrivance in 
Ihe hon. g..uit. had sard lint as parlmneht? ,> 
gave, it iniglit take away. Suppose it'^had 
given away a frceliold estate, could it taki^ 
it again ? Yet thi.s was as complete a private 
right as any freehold estate. I'be way of* 
dealing here had been very exUaordiiiary^ 
and difibrent fnan what took phice in other 
cases Some .said, that no .pecuniary com-* 
pensalion should bo granted for rights of this ■ 
sort. All he would .s.ay was, that parlia- 
ment had in «u'cral instances decided other- 
wi.se. It was cruel to say, that after a bar- 
gain had been concluded, in a case of 
this sort, where there was a total misap- 
prehension of the value f)f the article, and 
a gre-at reluctance on one siac, a door ‘'hould 
not be left open for father consideration. 
They said, tliat pa.iianiciit could take mea- 
sures to diiL down these rights. Biit it had 
no right to talic such measures. There was 


tills country. But then it was urged, that I a .mrpl as reicnue frf; n the islai..l, and from 
the act of parliament hCilled the suece 'siou to • this thecompcn.satio.nwaspr.q ds.-cttol.c jjaid. 
it. Undoubtedly it was i>o far dependent on j It was said that llic no!;!c da'-c was anxious 
the crown, and parliament also settled the to have t’ne .‘^overeign'y rc^t(;i•ed. Ho had 
.succession (o the crown of Seotliin i in the | heard nothing of (hi-', but he was a/ixious 
same way. INIr. Rose (hen advened to the j to have a faircompen '-ruion ibr his pet uniary 
several acts relative to the isJaiul sinr e the i and to th's he was entitled on every 
time of George 1. One in parii.rul ir had principle of justice and equity, 
been mentioned I'V the attorney-general, in j S.r //'///he' Ihuing taken an ac- 

his opinion given on this subject, to proxe j the pail in tie* di i e.sMoci on a p riiion pre* 
<hal parliament JkuI legidated ibr the Isle of j ''iided r'iUi.i tise hi! .ihitami cl Man about 
IMan. I’ll i s wa.s staled by Kim .!< an act to i t weiUy y \r's i..* the lu/u.s.*, tlictught he 
prevent tiie exportatien of any goods from ! co’ihl furni h liic K )U'V v. iili >oLne Ugfus on 
the island but its own produce. 'J'he truth ' the 'i h..t .ii' -i .-'el, that one 

was, Jiowover, that tlie object of the act j half of those who wuv i *. rly rngnged 


wa.s only to prevent the exportation of any 
gO(Kl.s to this country except its own pro- 
duce. The hon. gent, had .said that this was 
a title W'itiiouL eniolunient, and ineutioned, 
that in J/OO it was only lOOl. per annc.m. 
W'hich had been gradually inerea.sing till in 
179^ tljc revenue was 150()l.^per annum. 
AVhat did this shew, but that" the revenue 
wjis in SL rapid slate of improvement? It 
Was surely proper that, in making a bargain 
on this subject , it should bo considered not 
only w hat the revenue w*as at tlie time, but 
what it was likcfly to become. Ibe right of 
the noble duke's ancestor to the royalty ol 
tbe^ island was tlear, and for alGUie rights 
W'Ucb he possessed, he only rcceh^d 7< >/vX)dl. 


in tlie (onli.ibau'l tr d-e had emigrated to 
Anienc'i, aiul the (‘'her Ji :ii Ic; i ie.sorted to 
the fishciy f.j»* suppo^r. Of thirty-two 
tlioiisand tiic island eo;i- 

taiitecl, ihire weiv t.hiw* thousand employed' 
on ili(' se::,, h -'ry a great 'v number of able- 
bodied in .ai propoiiicn’ to tl,e popni.a- 
iio:i cfilij i.dand, any otlic?!* part of 

the united eiu])iie ailbiV.cd for his majesty’# 
n.^vy. '■J'h,'' ai)ce.slor c*f the duke cf Athoil 
had fj;;n'‘d thff *>''vctH;e ol the id-icd tft a 
tncrciiant uf Lj\cipool for oim thousand 
pounds a year, and the iltihe had no right 
to claim additiouni tojnpcii.*r-Ut'n in cense- 
rinence of the increase nf tlial rewenne under 
the foster! lie care of tlie Biitish legishtmif. 



ADd from the Influence of the laws» the wns observable that learned gentleimn dkl 
liberty, .and the coastitntion of this country, not attend to support that opinion,^ and it 
^e whole revenue of the island had been was therefore fair to infer he had changed 
m year before last 11,6831. $ the expenses it. With regard to the length of time which 
ef salaries, &c. was 4, 9421. the amount of liad elapsed since the agreement was made ; 
bounties on the exportation of herrings was to make use of tliat as an argument against 
^KX)1I. toVhirh was to be added 2,0001. the altering it now, was reiilly the most unjust 
of bounties with-held on red her- and pernicious mode of reasoning that could 
exported to the Mediterranean, a con- be adopted in parliament •, for it was making 
nde^vable branch of the trade of the island; government say this— >we will resist your 
thus the expenditure would be 10,9431. out claim for forty years, and at the end of it 
of a revenue of 11,6831. It was not right, tell you that your claim is barred by length 
therefore, to put the duke of Atholl in a of time, and that too in a case in which wo 
situation that would make it his interest to are both party and judge ! For these and 
subtract from the bounties for the encou- other reasons he supported the motion for 
rugement of the fishery, in order to render entering into an investigation of the claim 
the surplus of the re\ enue adequate to his in a committee of the whole iiouse. 
compensation. If any compensation was to Mr. Johnstone felt it extremely unpleasant 
be given, which he had . not argued, it to oppose the claims of an individual so dis- 
ought to be given from the public purse. tinguished as the noble duke, but he had a 
Sir. D. Giddy followed on the same sidej^^ , paramount duty to perform, lie never vo- 
and argued, that the compensation, if any ted away any of the money of the public, 
ought to be granted, (the contrary to whlt!h but under circumstances in which he would 
he maintained,) should be granted from the consent to give away his own. In this ca.se, 
public purse. If it was in ctmsequcnce of upon a full view of it, he did not think 
tlie public advantages derived from Uie trans- himself justified in assenting to, on the con- 
action, tliat the compensation wasVlemaud- trary, he thought himself called upon to op- 
ed, it was but just the public should pay. |>ose the claim of the noble duke. 

If a pension were to be given to any indi- Mr. Harrison was averse to the grant- 
vidual for public services, it would be unjust ing any thing further by way of cumpen- 
to make a particular parish supply the in-* "sation to the noble duke, on the ground 
come, that it liad Ix'en settled forty years ago, and 

Mr. Kinnaird supported the claim of the that the opinions of the law officers of Um 
noble duke. He observed that the obj^tions crown w ere decidedly against tlic claim of 
to that claim had been directed rathef^^inst the ij(?b]e duke. He thought the long lapse 
the manner than the matto of it. %f time since tlie bargain an argument against 

men treated this as a har^hip. 'Oi) the in- the claim, other w'i. sc no bargain made for the 
habitants of the Isle of MSfojvV that"' was no public was secure. The money paid for th« 
more matter of objection , practice island had been laid out in lands in Scot- 
of granting to persons in fliis coiiptr}^ pen- land, and the increase of emolument upon 
•ions upon the Irish establishment ; a prac- it must be much greater than the increase 
tice which was common, and not objected of the reveiine of the island, 
to. He thought the former bargain between J.urd Henniker thought the house Iiad a 
government dnd the duke of Atholl in 1/65, right at all times to correct errors as they 
when seventy thousand pounds were allow - ap|)eared, let them be of ever so long 
ed, extremely bard upon the noble duke, standing ; and under all the circumstances. 
In point of fact, tlie whole revenue of the he did in his conscience think the duke of 
island was his sole property, and he w as Atlioll entitled to comi^ensation ; as to the 
the sole legislator also of the island, at least amount, that was a matter to be settled by 
he possessed absolute power over the re- the committee. 

Venue, and he had a right to the enjoyment Sir A. If'VUams thought the compensa* 
of the whole of its surplus, as much as our tion very ample at the time, and was de- 
lovereigti had to his civil list, all of which cidedly against any further compensatioi^ 
thb duke gave up ; nor had the present whatever. 

noble duke the means of resisting hard Mr. fhndham wi^ed to record his senli^ 
iMrgam made in i;^5, he had tlierefore a '^mrnU upon tlve subject. Theborthea of 
jclaijji' on the justice and liberality of the proof was on Q^c who 8up[x>rted this 
hou^. 'As to the opinion which . ^ 10 - iriajm. >csolit«:aded that there was no 

tomey*geuera] had given on the duke of Atboil to 

adverse to tlie daim of the the terms h« agreed te » the 

' h ' 
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year 17 ®. Not a word was heard against 
this bargain for uventy-tive years together, 
theiehn’e there w’as no presumption that it 
was improperly made. Jt w as said, that if 
the duke of XthoU had not taken what was 
o^red to him by government, he would 
liave had nothing ] true, but then he would 
have had his estate, for he was not bound to 
part from it, as the proprietors of estates, 
houses, ike. were obliged to do in the case 
of every road or canal bill, your wet docks 
and the like, where the commissioners said, 
we must have your property at all events, 
and you shall have for it only what we ofter, 
or what a jury w'ill give yoi|', but the pro- 
perty you shall not keep. The noble duke 
might have kept his j there was therefore 
no compulsion. He did not say the sum 
given was equivalent for tlic regalities and 
honours which belonged Ut the duke of 
Atholl, but if lie chose to barter them for 
money, he should not afterwards fix a 
higher pecuniary value on tliem. That 
money w'as the objett was clear, for the 
noble duke did not say, give back my titles 
and my honours, but give more money, 
therefore he did not see that the house 
ought to feel any sympathy with the noble 
duke for the aristcxiracy of tliis ('ase, for it 
was a mere question of pecuniary consider- 
ation : and as to the ^ alue of the revenues 
of the Isle of Man, the answer was, that 
the prosperity of the island w'as what par- 
liament itself had created by its laws and 
regulations ,* and now it was asked of par- 
liament to grant to the duke of Atb'd a sum 
of money on account of the prosperity 
which they had themselves proc ured to the 
country. He considered the opinion of iJie 
attorney-general, as given in the u pen t of 
that learned gentleman, of great w^eight in 
this case, as hostile to the claim of (he noble 
duke ; it must be taken for granted tliat the 
learnt gentleman retained tliat opinion, at 
Jeast the house had some reason to lament 
he did not attend to support his former opi- 
nion, or to announce his conversion. ITe 
thought that if this claim w'as granted, 
there would be no end of applications to 
parliament on this subject, because the 
principle would be established, that the 
duke of Athuli's family had a right to coni- 
peiisatioii in proportion as the prosperity of 
the Isle of Man increased j so it w'ould be 
for ever growing with our growth, strength- 
ening with our strength. He related a story 
of a man^and a cat tied at e^ch end of a 
rope^ and thrown inftT the winter, aiui it 
vmf iaid that the aversion of to that 

fdemedt wad such, that her cnertioiis being 


proportionate tc> her aversion, ^ kept 
self alx>ve it, , and the man below' it. In tbii^' 
present case, the aversion of one party ' 
w'hat was called a bad bargain would createT* 
extraordinary exertion, nor could there ' 
wanting some assistants for that purpose; ' 
so that the stronger body of the two should’ 
be kept under and drawn through the wateifi: 
He did not say, or mean (to insinuate that 
this matter appeared to those who supported 
it as a job ; if it did, they would not suppoit 
it, he was assured but it had tliat np^Ksar* 
ance to him. 

Mr. Sheridan s.aid he had listened with 
attention to his friends who had opposed the 
claim of the duke of Atholl, under some 
apprehension they might change his opiniott 
upon that subject ; but instead of doing so, 
they had each in his turn confirmed him in 
that opinion. He did not think his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) had enricjhed' 
his speech that night so much as he 
usually did by lively sallies of wit and 
sprightly eloquence. He did not think much 
of tJie story of the cat tied at one end of 
die rope, and the man at the other, unlesa 
for the mere pun on the Isle of Man 5 it 
reminded him, however, of the exertionar 
of his hon. friends wdth regard to their 
pulling at the end of the rope against thm 
claim of the noble duke, for it certainly wsia 
“ a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull all 
together.*’ He suspected, indeed, from the 
manner in \i hich his hon. friends had op- 
posed this cJ.iiin, that iJtey had not given 
themselves tlie trouble of reading it 5 which ■ 
reniinecl him of a learned friend of his, who 
was oiK'e attorney-general, although he 
usually voted on the opposition side of the 
house, who had spoken to him of the peace 
after the American w ar, and roproliated it in 
tiie mo?»t .severe manner. * ‘ What doyou Uiink 
of the 7 th article ? Have you read that ?” 
said 1. " No.” said he, " I <io not think 

that any part of it is fit to be read.*’ So 
here his hon. friends did not think the 
claim of the duke of Athol was fit to be 
read, otlieiwise it was to him manifest 
they would not oppose it us they did. He 
considered the letters of Mr. Hammersley 
and of the late dnke of Atholl, as conclusive 
ev idence that seventy thousand pounds wai 
not then considered as a sutfieieut compeu<« 
sation. In hi.s’ letter to lordMairsfield, re- 
que-iting his lordship’s advice, he sent A 
detailed, cstimiite at' the losses at six hun- 
dred and twenty thousand pounds. It could 
not be presumed that he would have sent 
such estimate, if it had been evidently and 
most ridiculously over the value. Nei^cr 
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did lorii Mansfield appear to. consider it so. ’ ments that had been advanced in, &voar ot 
i) -As to the value of the royalties, it .‘♦hould the motion; after which tlie ho^isc. 

I he recollected hi what u \ery hiijh rate ‘he \cry loud for the quention, a division took 
Jieritahle juiislirlioiis ill Scoliniid were pur- place: Ayc» t;:5, Nocs> 3d-— Majority in fa- 
chased up. Xc.ir one hundred and lifty vo' it of the claim, 57 . 
thousand poMnd.s hriii been j^iven to pnrclia-e [MrssAoii from the Kikg.] — The 
tfia which in income did not exceed eic^ht Cliancelloi* of the J'!xcheqncr brought clown 
huiidrt'd poiiiuU per annum, and at that lime a message from his majesry, for which see 
. the duke ol’ Argykt Received twenty-one the prix^eedings of the house of lords. As 
thousand pounds, for what did not really soon as tlie message was read from the 
bi-iiig in money more than twent)'-eight chair, the right hon. gent, gave notice, that 
pounds per annum. The duke liacl not lot be shciud move; on Friday next, that his 
in's claims sleep in silence, but had urged majesty’s most gracious mer»agc be referred 
them topailiamcnf in several bills that bad to a committee of supply, not imagining that 
been proposed since the rcvestmenl. Upon on that day it would provoke much debate, 
the whole, so far from oonsiflcrlng it to be n.i ihic suhieet maitci’ of llKMUCssacre w'as 


(as some gentlemen termed it) an infamon.s 
and scjudalous job, he consiilered it a claim 
that rested (-u strict jiislice, and was sup- 
ported by tlic clearest evidence ; iie tlicre- 
fore felt it his duty, as a member of thut 
house, to suppiUt it. 

Mr. iTjhrce begged the houMc so- 
riously to con.ider tint the piv-^cnt dc- 
xnand was not so much upon t lu‘ revenues 
of the Isle of Man, as upon tlie consoli- 
dated fund of Great-Britnin and the money 
of their constituents. Uc ridiciilccl the e.s- 
timrite of (>2(),OOOl. sent in by the late duke 
of AtlioJl, and xiid it would seem as if his : 
grace Ind considered the sovereignty of the] 
Isle of !Man as something nearly ecpiivalcnt j 
in value to the crown of Poland, whicli 
was estimated at a million in the follow ing i 
lines, 

, “ The crow’ of Poland, venal twice an 

“ 'I'ojusi a million stinted modest i 

He then road extracts of letters fn.ni both 
the duke and cluchcb.*! t)f Atlioll (tlic duchc.vs j 
being the heiress of tlie i'^Iaiul) in which • 
they both consider .se\ciily thousand pounds j 
us a full equiv'alent for what llu'y were going . 
-to lose. He po.sitiveJy denied that any coni- 
mittcc ]i.ad as yet reported in favour of the 1 
duke’s claim, and lie tlionglit if it was now | 
granted, it w oulil be a precedent to thatfanhiy . 
to come again at a future lime, and demand j 
still farther ronqien sat ion. I 

Mr. Barham thought it extremely im- ' 
proper to gi\c the name of an inUimous . 
job to fl meabure that any ccaiiidcrahle nu '')- ; 
ber of members in that house niialit think ! 
it their duty to siipixirt. If even the charge ! 
was consistent with truth, it xvas language i 
not consistent w itli gootl manners He 
th^n entered into the considcRitioii of tlie 
claim of his grace, which he stronlgy sup- 
ported. 

JMr. Curwen replied to the different argu- 


llk(*]y to occupy iiiucli of tlie next day’s 
dibcnssion. 

; Mr Fox was ready fn allow that min h of 
what the retenvd to might >cry 

likely come unut • discu.^sioU the next day, 
hut not so cntiiviy c.iid dibtiiiclly as wJien 
the right hon. gt lit. inv aded mure imme- 
diately to snlmht it io„ the consideration of 
the house. It w.'S therefore liis opinion, 
dint the more propc.* moment fu* entering 
into a tli?caif>icm oi die message, w'onlvi be 
on the motion th.iT ilie speaker do leave liw 
chair. — AdjouriK >1. 

IT o U s K or LORD S. 

Tliftrsdai/y June 20. 

[Mivtm'i-.s] — C oun.‘,el were furdicr hcr'rd 
ill the toiiniiiUee of [u iiilege U‘lali\e to tilts 
claim of sir Cecil Bi-shop to ilic; Barony of 
Zouch. — Strangers were dien excluded for 
some time, during which bome bills were 
Imnight up from tlie coininons. After lair 
re-adinissicai, the [.ottery bill, iheMilitia Pay 
am! Clothing bill, the Militia Adjutant’s hiil, 
the Miiitia Sub;»ltcni’s bill, and some oilier 
bills, were read a third time and passetl ; as 
was also the Ijish Cominissioiier’s bill, after 
a few observations from the earl of Sutfolk 
rel.itive lotlic Barrack Department in Ireland 
and tills country. — The I’urnpike Act 
Amendment bill was also read a tliird time 
and p.i.ssed, after leaving out, on llic motion 
of the duke of Norfolk, llic clause which 
gave the whole penalty to be applied to the 
repairs of the road. — The earl ol Sutfolk pre- 
sented a petition from the churchwardens 
and inliabitants ot St. Pancras against th St. 
Pancras Poor bil , but in coiisequcn of 
some informality i withdrawn, for the 
purpose of bepig presented again to -morrow". 

[Hi.s MjiiiESTY's'MEssAGKf] — ordcr 
of the daj^J^ng moved Ibr taking his inajes^ 


If# 
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ty'f! most gracious mf^ssage into considera- 
tion, as well ab the message in ttues- 
tioii, (see p. 4-J7) being reaJ, 

Lord said," with respect to 

the address'* whic'li he should have the ho- 
nour of moving on the oeca.dion of lii:» ma- 
jesry’.s me'Sagc, he Mt it uiineces!‘ary, at 
in iheiisst instance, to trouble tbeir 
lordships viitli any observations. TJ^e ad- 
circ'^s he shonlil projuise did not tend to 
2 dedge lie lK)u>e to any ‘'jvrifie line of pro- 
cet clViig, beyo'id that wliich be was confKl*'iit 
every one of their lordships would wIlIi to 
adopt on liie orcasion. The address, merely 
founded on the message, wor.ld speak lor ii- 
selt, and. to iis substance, he th.ougiit no oh- 
jccthin could n' rjsihly be made. At the 
same time, he ’ .‘ lico, in case any objcrtiori 
should be in ^df., it mi 'Jit Le undersioofl he 
was at libe/iy to oiler some oliservatious to 
their lordships up'on the subject. 'Vlie noble 
.8err;.‘ncy then ino\e'.l . n address to the fo!- 
Jowin;^ effect : ‘‘to :( Mrn tlv; ihuiks eiine 
house to his m'ljo.'iy ior hi,-, mo^l gricloas 
communication; tairl to assure his mejeaiy, 
that liie house would ro-dliy cone r m ena- 
bling his majesty to lake due adt.mtage of 
such opportunities as nny occur, and to f’d- 
hl such eii^'ag<.mcn<s re .lie exigem of af- 
fairs iLjy jv^june.” — On the question being 
put 

'J'lie Iir.rl of Cory^furt rose and sai l, that 
the que-ahm tlien beioro the bouse invr]\<.d 
those iironositioiis, on \Jiii li it luid iK-on hi.s 
iiitenlioii to have troubled tlicir lonlsiiips 
vith his .seniirneiJts. In obse.ving upon the 
proceeding of ye>terday, and the jjuestion 
uiidci consideration that evening, he should 
Jiave to c.ill their hvrd.dilps’ alfeiition to the 
rommunicatioii from the tlirone at the open- 
ing ot the session, the jirorecdings adopn-d 
in consefjuence, and the liegrce ofcoiitidcnt 
expectation which these conniiumcations ne- 
cessarily excited. The question now befc-re 
tbeir lordships, notwithstanding tlit* way in , 
which the noble .secretary seemed to treat it, | 
was one of great and peculiar im]»ortana;. i 
He thought he wa.s authoritatively founded, ! 
in asserting that the vote of credit, to wiiit h , 
the mcss.ig/ raid tlu: addre.ss evidently refer- ! 
rod, was to a grualer extent than any pro- j 
jio.scd in similar clicumstance-^, that e\cr| 
appeared upon the records of jiiriianieiit | 
J b WHS anthorisi'd to say, bi’can.se it was 
pubii'dy spoken of, that the pro\isioii in- 
Iciitled to In; ni-ide, for enabling hisiiiajcdy’»i 
piini.st(?r^ to pursue whatjyji^line of conduct 
tlitjy should think prefer, waAiO le ss than j 
the ei>orm()vV: sum of ii\c uwlb,C‘nT *, an ' 

■ ■ , . .f :' ' 


arnpnnt equal to the whole revenue of 
of the potentates of the first rank in Eqro^y 
At ii procecvUug of thi.s kind, he was perftjd^. 
ty astoiiislied. He would ask upon yfbAtr 
grounds ministers coukl expect so imn^u^ 
a sain tg be confided to tJicir disposal, with- 
out any knowledge on the part of parliauneilt 
of any jiiirticuhir object they liad in contem^ 
plntioii; or withoiu any intimatiou wharevei*^ 
bein'; gl^cii, as to the {lollticnl views to 
V. hit h tbeir advice to his majesty was to be 
d'ret tf‘*l } lie was astonished how the noble 
secret.: i) of state could imagine it possible 
that such a protveding could be passed over 
jin ^ 4 'mce in tint house. In their capacity 
I of liercditary counsellors of tlie crown, it 
1 was impos.-able they could so far forget al) 
j the duties they owed to their sovereign, ns to 
remain s' lent on so extraordinary an occa- 
' sicu. Ihey could not, under such a circum- 
sUiDce, ftirbear to cxert'lsc that general su- 
perinieudanrc over all the great conceriLS of 
the State, wlilcli was ('(ujsilrutionallv \e.ste(l 
in them; pirticvJarly with refereiKv to aa 
important cji-a'> in tlic liLlory of the coun- 
try, indiitCvi by th^ improvident ndvdee of ■ 
(hose whom his majesty had cal Jed (o Ida 
counciN ; of liio-jo win Iiad hithcrio'given 
no probable ground ot hope (bat the affairs 
of the country would be brought to a favour- 
able or happy isMu*. He had to (‘ondemn 
(hegtMicTal M-ioni adopted by ministers with 
re- jcl to ('omniiiiiiLations to parliament on 
, the suite of polilic*al aHair.s : tiie l^d^i^e of 
; th.it great council (>f the nation .should be 
f.cip.cnily t.'iken, and couimunicalions, con- 
tain' Me true inff'»-mation iv^pecti«H5 the st^lo 
ot ] ubii' affairs, (jughr trccjneuily to be 
iiHi'ic. If a line of conduct, founded upon 
that p^-'f'.ciple, li.id been pursued, they would 
' nor i>ov' h.iNO to Limont that the country 
V xs w iti)out a singltj ally upon tlie continent , 

I <;f Europe, and iliat ministers, with respect 
to fonning a connexion uilh I’orcign [Hiwers, 
hud bwii i’or more than .six months perfectly 
inactive, ll’ a dilfercnr lin.o of conduct ironi 
that adopted by his majesty's ministers, had 
been follo'.\’c<l, they should not now have to 
fear the fftu<'r‘> of ihc preponderating power 
anrl inrl’ience of iM inco. 'riiey would see 
tin* foreign pover.s, instead of resisting our 
.s.i]icMalion '., and instead of keeping aloof, 

V, i)v.U court alliaiiie and connexioir* with 
Hreii Ijiitam, ande\cn themselves propose 
i.i cf-iifc*h‘rare with if, in onh'r to .secure a 
la^ibig jxxur tvi Kurupc. finuided on die se- 
curity and independence of every nation in 
it. Hut th(‘ steps taken vt late years, on the 
part of Uiis cuunti y, wire such as tci^ded to 
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.podtice effects dh^Tietrically opposite; tliey 
. liad a tendency e\'en to sliake the confidence 
of foreign powers in the conduct of Great 
Britain » and certainly to overturn that wise 
^ and vigorous system of our ancestors with 
. irespeqt lo their foreign policy. In discus- 

• aing tliis important part of the subject, he 
caUed their lordships' attention to the late 

• treaty of peace, in consequence of which 
. this country was entirely left by itself, solely 

dq^endant on its own strengtli, and under 
continual apprehension of invasion by a con- 
. tihental enemy. That measure, and the 

• correspondent line of conduct pursued by his 
majesty's ministers, reduced this county to 
the necessity of mainUitning a large internal 
military force, and entailed a great additional 

. burthen upon the. people. It was impossible 
that we could long act upon such a system ; 

. it was incompatible with the interests or se- 
curity of a country whose prosperity so much 
depended upon its commerce and the free- 
dom of its constitution. — With respect to 
•the occasion to which he had recently advert- 
ed (the treaty of Amien.s), it was with satis- | 
faction he reflected that he had concurred 
with some other noble lords, in declaring at 
that time his convictions relative to that 
inauspicious measure, and of those consc- 
qtienccs which must, of necessity, result 
from it ; and their lordships could not but 
recollect, tliat when the definitive treaty w^as 
under consideration, ihtj miiiister.s were not 
only distinctly warned of the consequence.s 
of the measure, but ad\ iscd to adopt a spe- 
cific line of conduct, by which that spirit of 
encroachment, which, c\eii at that very 
lime, was manifested hy France, might be 
counteracted and tho.se pledges retained, 
^W'hich the enemy might be compelled, on 
•their parts, to a due execution of the treaty. 
.Unfortunately for the country, ministers then 
thought proper to disregard those warnings, 
,and preferred to act in such a way, as if the 
situation of Europe and the conduct o'* 
France, were not such as must not render it 
necessary again to recur to force, l lie mea- 
sure to which he adverted, could not be call- 
ed a treaty of pea^;o ; it was, in point of fart, 

9 mere suspension of arms. The country 
was again plunged in war, and it was a duty 
imposed upon that house to enquire with 
respect to the system of conducting it; and 
to consider the probabilities under that sys- 
tem, of its being brought to a .safe and fii- 
vourable issue. In this view cf tiic cpaeAtion, 
they would have to compare ti^e pre,ient si- 
tuation of tUe country with ih.atin wJiicIi it 
••tood at die commencenic::t of ti'.e war. Wc 


were then masters of every sea in the woHd, 
the united naval force of Eurppe coujd not 
act with effect against us. Wt had a force 
sufficient, as was stated by ministers, amply 
sufficient for the defence of the country, and 
they even boasted, that they had collected in 
arms, a body of men, constituting a military 
force, superior to that of any country in thi 
w'orld ; that its numbers, of all descriptions, 
exceeded eight hundred thousand men in 
arms. Let their lordships contrast that with 
the present state of the country, and it would 
bo seen what a use ministers made of such 
extraordinary pow'ers. With a naval force 
exceeding in number seven hundred .ships, 
the enemy’s marine not only received no 
hlowq but they were able to continue, with- 
out interruption, all their preparations for 
the inva.'.imi of the country. In every res- 
pect were the enemy now superior to us, 
not only in a military, but in a naval point 
of view, and the country had reason this mo- 
ment to tremble for the safety of its foreign 
possessions, particularly its we.stern posses- 
sions ; and the security of its trading ships 
not so much depended on the superiority of 
its marine as on the favourable effects of 
chance, and the apparent hope existed of a 
renewal of those continental connexions, on 
which the interests and security of Great 
Britain and Europe reciprocally depended. 
Their lordships had no information whether 
the negotiations with Russia, or with any 
other continental power, were with a view 
to ho.stile operation.^, nor e\en w'hether any 
proofs of a pacific disposition appeared 
on the part of the enemy ; but merely that 
the sovereign did not think him.self enabled 
to make a communication on the subject to 
the house. These serious and important 
considerations, he thought, called for expla- 
nation on the part of ministers. Their con- 
duct in these instances, was w'idely different' 
from that adopted by our ancestors ; and, 
illustrating this, his lo^ship particularly re- 
ferred to the communications made to par- 
liament, at and subs^uent to the period of 
forming the grand alliance against France in 
the reign of William III. Some of these, 
with the answers, particularly of the com- 
mons, were cpioted by his lordship, who fre- 
quently advised the crown as to the prefer- 
able line of conduct to be pursued. The 
happy ami beiieficiai effects of such a modo 
of jmK'oeding was, ho contended, sufficiently 
apparent. Let their lord.ship8, onthepre* 
sout occasi(m,*^d^.v these great and pa- 
triotic exa^lcs £)ftfteir ancestors. Let them 
shew, muims in their pout'erj 

I * 
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their language, and by their actions, their 
firm .delenni nation to give every support to 
liis majesty, but in suc!i a way as may be 
most condu cive to the great endj they all 
had in view. I^iCt them she w their deter- 
jnirntioii to secure i.Ke fiill l)cnefit.s of the 
invaluable coiistitutlou of the country. Let 
them remember, th.it ih-^ king of the united 
kiiig<iom of Greit Britain and Ireland was 
pl.ice.l in a Lfide.ent situation fern that of 
other potenhKOs in Kurope. l...r the general 
sense, Sj-'nit , and wL-ihes of his people he 
pressed to him, by their constitutional or- 
gan, the parliament. (In these principles, 
and under the convictions by ndiich he was 
impressed, he would beg liMive to sugge‘'t an 
aiuep.dmcnl, the ultimate object of which, 
however, was, llval: ofllie proposed address 3 
it would go to gi\c his majesty the highest 
assuiMiiecs »)f the fullest support of that 
lu)ll.^e j that li'.ey would not merely concur 
in a vo^e for a limited sum, but assure 
him of their full and cordial a -isi stance, in 
enabling his maj'^^-ly to make the best advan- 
tage of nny o]>pf?niuiity that might ariae. 
lie should tlierefore mcive to amend the 
motion f rr the address, by ica> ing out a part 
t)f il, as original ly proposed, and Inseriing, 
iuwcad tlicr.’ )f, a declurrdion ot the ho.i^e to 
the above t itVct ; the conekidlng part of 
v. lilch iiicLrkfl a renue t in purport, ** that 
his majesty woulu he ^/racieU'.ly plens'*d no< 
to proro.;wv' ills parii lu.eid, mrn his mrjerty 
’shnnli] be e I'.'hlea if) commumc ite !n ae fil- 
ly djfj slfU'* of his iiw?goiMtions with torch n 
power*), iS:e.’' — On this the question bemg 
put ; 

Lord Mtilprivo ro^-e, and begged permis- 
Tiion of the hoii.se to otfer a few ob.^ei various 3 
hcwa.snot disjjosed to enter into a di-riis- 
'sion of the far greater number of the con- 
siderations adverU'd to by the noble earl who 
j)roposed the amendment, as he was t(4ai'y 
at a loss to conceive how inoht of tlie oosei- 
vations made by him could apjdv to the ques- 
tion before the house, bo lar from that 
question mvolving any thing tending to se- 
parate this country from its connexions with 
the continent, that ])nneiple w'as expressly 
recognised, and a dis’po.sition on the j?art of 
his maje.sty to npludd tliiit sy-Vieni of con- 
nexion 3 inasmuch as the intimate connexion 
between the interests and pro.siXTity of his 
ddminiom:, with the security and iiidepen- 
deiK'C of KiirojH*, was exp:e<sed in terms. A 
great part of the noble eaiTs speccii. how- 
ever, turned ^on 

application of the powers of the^'ountiy, its 
■jinvuis r)f delencc and orfeno/r’-uid the al- 
V. { 


leged unfitness of his majf sty’s present mi-» 
nisters to administer those means and 
pfiwers, with honour to his majesty, or with 
safety and advantage to his dominions. An i. 
on those .questions, as arising out of the no- 
ble earl’s speech, he begged lca\e to ofier a 
few remarks. — Lir&t, with rc.spcct Jo the 
state of our in’dirary dofeiuc, f u exertions of 
government; f'»r the last sixteen ii' /’n: were 
such as, he W'a-! confident, would give ''rlisT 
fad ion to .‘he Jiouse. Ihose, he \va.s sure, 
never had Ixen. ' ^C'-'eded, Liinler .simii.ir cir<r 
cuin:»lant:es, in any L^>entry whatever. Vv^'ilhr 
in that period no less than 3//'/"? men had 
been added to l!u; diqjocihle i ' ‘r e of tin? 
country. So that at this moment our dis- 
posable fi.p'e was at ieasit one hundred and 
nineteen thou, -.and men. With re)»pect to 
the provision made for the defence of our 
colonial p{ ^sesirions, no less than se\enteen 
thousand men Ind l)cen dispatched for their 
security. I’he relative naval force of thi»i 
country, rompared wiili that of the C!^„*my, 
was every way superic'ir. The number of 
ohips actually in commission was no le.ss thau 
ninety-gne sail of the line. These were ac- 
turdh' in sen ice. dlic total amount of tho 
enemy’s naval fiircc, from the best iiiformn- 
tlon they could collect, did net exf'eed eighty- 
three sliips of the line, iiuluding Dulch, 
Spani‘«h, and French. In addition to our 
ships of the line, we li.id in mtc ice twelve 
fifty g>in ships. Of that description offeree, 
adtieii to our sivps of die line, we Iiad a do 
( ided .iiipto-io.rv, in j'ohit of nufvher, (.f at 
l(.M>tt\\ent) ships. We had still a grcalw 
prop irlion of fiigams. this agu’‘'';.rate 

iurce, we had everywhere a clear :.!’-d de-r 
' cidcd v.ineriorit;. ; and, umil very lat(‘iy, the 
whole of the enemy’s n.'iv.'d force was closely 
blocked up in ih‘ ir ports. On this p,?hu, 
their io. 'lsliips would /)f course con.'iider fje- 
impo-,Mi/i]ity cf any government iMi.nlii:g 
iq/»n that wliich de]x nded on r.o'biim.m 
foresight or pov.^^r — iluru* iinhiliyv 5 c) ae^Ol»■ 
p..te or to jjrcNeui iIk' civ'iige*) .uj'.I thu b'.a- 
tuMis of w iiids and w e.it'icr, .".nd - n winch 
these kimt of naval ahMdiUelv rle- 

tjen^^ed. From the moivent diey i'.eard of 
the escape of a part of the ouvmy's naval 
force from their ports, not .aU instant wais 
joivi. in seiuiing dctuiimcrU in .pu.-.suit of 
them. Under sucli eircumstanevs, it w*ulJ 
be e(|uaily impossibles for any government to 
obtain iuiuirale information, as to the dasti- 
n It ion of squadrons which Inxl «o e>(';ipe».h 
iUit he could fully asMire their lordships, 
that under these circumstances, e\ory pc«^ 
>,ilile precaulioi\ had been taken on tlte part 
•i II 
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• of government to conntonlct and defeat the endeavoured to preserve tliat degree of c6n- 
opei*ati(*ns and elforts of the enemy. With ' nexion Avith foreign powers, which it wai 
respect to tlic state of the negotiations in of the utmost importance to the interests 
question, he hid to observe, tliat their ac- ‘ of the country to keep up. That this 
tual state rendered it ijiiproper to make a principle was steadily kept in view, and 
comraunicarion to parliament upon them, j duly asserted, he could refer to the discus- 
III the amendment proposed by the noble ‘ sions w hidi took place on the late prclimi- 
earl, a n' liu t was made to his majesty that j nary and definitive treaties of peace. But, 
parliament should not be prorogued until j he must observe, long before these treatie.s 
such coininuiiicatioiis should be made to the ■ that the fate of the eontinent had been de- 
house. With reg.ird to this, he would ask cided — he alluded to the provisions of tJie 
on what ground such a retiuisilinn was made? ‘ treaty of Lunev ille. Alter that measure. 
Did sucli a practice obtain on former occa- | with a view to our own particular interest, 
sion.*'? Dill it take, place at any period of the and even to tiic relative situations of the 
late exien /ive and eventful warfare ? Cer- | powers on the continent, it was thought 
taiiil)' not. With respect tu the pari-icular ' more cxpcwlient to husband our resources, 
obieot to which tlie address more immediate- ‘ than to continue tlie struggle alone, in 
ly refoT'^d, it was tha uniform practice in all which, if tliis country had perdsted, it would 
the late wars, to come to a vote of credit .si- _ be luvv :sary to have engiged .single handed 
niil.ir to that now proposed, to enable go- j with the enemy, w’.houi lird tr , ing the ex- 
vernmon*’ to take mb ant age of .such coni in- ! peri men t of pea.AV lie would sLite ciis- 
gent ci'vumdanccs as might arise, during tinclly, tliat the principles upon wJiich the 
the •VvX'-s of parh. mt?i!t. I nJcr tlie oxlaiing | treaty of Amiens proeeedeil, were not 
circcm.slance-, tlie sovereign iiad not been ; only tlio^^e winch were best for the in- 
able to make a tlirect eoiuMunication on the terests of this country, hut for those of the 
topics :ulvi‘rred to by parii meiit. lie would I ('ontineiil of Europe. Ever since that pe- 
subniit to the ho:oa‘, vliether it was either riod, he* contended there wa.s no opportunity 
constiuuion.il or eiai'i^..^ir v\ iih ih * praciiee Jo^t vvdiatever, of forming a benctiLial eoii- 
of parliament, to in lerioe with tiiv^ progress no <ion with foreign power.s j but the cir- 
of negotiations, the louduct of which was, cumstances under w hleh, and llie reasons 
bv tlio consiilalion, cvclubivcly in tb.c crown, why such eiide:i\o\:: s did not snceccd, forin- 
His majo-ty would he advi-ed by hi'^ con- ed entirely distiiu • rpie’tious^ but the ob- 
fidend 1* se/v uits and mini' b rs, \>l;cu.su(li jert Ii.kI been <'on‘'laiuly juU 'Ucd, and no 
a ( o.unrmii a:.on c v.ild i)rv.)[)cr]y be nnule ^ ground cxi-'ted b>r iiupuliug hi line in that 
and lie would tin rr fore put it to (lie iion.se, rcspei t to ilje luiuhiet id' li is majesty’s go- 
whether at the pn'seut moment, and under vernmeiit. — ^'J’he (pu‘slit>n now before their 
the existing clrLmusUiures, they would not ; l(a\M)ips niighr be resohed into a narrow 
put the same degree id' eoiiiiJc jkc in mi- j compass. In l!je oidnion id his maje.sty, 
lusters, which on simil u* oeraohais, they ' co:)>ideriug the season of tlie )car, and llie 
had formerly d vae ? — Ali» r the noble seeve- st.«te of the piibJic, it vv.'s po.[>er speedily 
tary had Cijnelvided, a j) u-.e fur two or three to put .an cud to the ‘-c^siou of pailiaincnt. 
ininute.s took place, audiiojierr bhewed a In this v’cvv', the luu.il vole of creuit wj.s 
disposition to speak. j\L]e:igiIi, : propo-.si'd, audwliiiii, in due course, would 

Lord IJowkcsiurij rose obseiTcd, . conic before their lorddiips to be decided 

that be felt it his diiiy, on the p.v.'vur oc- on. But it seemed the ol^jcctions avcic 
caslon, to second, by eveiy argument in inade no! so much for wJiat tlie mc.s.sagc did 
his power, whit li.ad fillen from his noh’c contain, as for vvh.it it dhl not contain, 
colleague. Without entering into a minute Tfow ever, in point of fact, tlieie was nothing 
detail of the o’fivetious of the noble earl, in the address which at all miniated against 
he could nc't allow' eei tale- id' hi> allusions to llio.so ]M inciplc.s which the noble lord so 
pass without making svime olr-erv'ations upon sliongly a.sserled ; nor did if go to pledge 
them. FiiM, upon the e^pef'iency and ad- them to any more than w'liat the hou.Se 
vantage of cominental conne .ions, upon recognised, and by its vole repCcUedly sanc- 
which point .so niueli Ind been .said, no tinned. Indeed, both the me.s.s.igc and tlio 
peer in that house, he believed, entertained address grew actually out of the speech 
the smallest dilference of opinio!!. ]Muii«icis delivered by his mnjc.sty, on the lirst day 
always found it t!ie inteieht of the ciuinfry, of the prcsej^iv'ii^^i, and from the l orie.s- 
and al'.vavs felt it llreir duly to attend to ponding afllress votcHl by the li.iuse — ti«ey 
the rclatii-c date of the contineiil, and were, therrfiSare, not called upbii to acqiii- 
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esce under any principles, but those they 
6d£ni|ted on the tir&t day oC vho schbi«m ; in 
illustration of whicli, tlic noble sccretrry 
read a part of the addreas alluded to, and 
which particularly referred to the pa-sin,^ 
communications between his majesty ana the 
emperor of Russia. The negociaiio»is which 
subsequently took place had not yet licen 
bfonght to that point in wlilcli his majesty 
could make a regular parliiiinentary cam- 
munication. Was tJiere any thing in that 
consideration not arising out of the con- 
fit it lUion of this country, or out of tlic prac- 
tice of parliament ? Did it imply blame to j 
government, because the state of nego- j 
I'ialions was not laid before parliament !)e- 
fore tliey had come to some result ? He 
did not mean to deny there might exist 
some particular cases where it migljtbe the 
duty of parliament to call for the state of 
ncgociatioiis wdiile pending. IBiit, he be- 
lieved, it was the generally understood 
practice of the house, more especially of 
late years, and gcnerqjly admitted, that to 
coinniunicatc negociations while pending 
Would be to frustrate their objects ; to render 
them productive of no real benefit j and lastly, 
to exonerate ministers from tliat responsi- 
bility which otherwise they v.'oiild bear, 
l'i»e question before the house was by no 
means one of principle, it was solely a 
question of discretion : under a priiK ijilc 
generally admitted, tliey might surely dc- j 
cide upon tint which might be fitting the I 
interests of the country, vvilhoiU Wirning j 
for the issue of negociationsj more e^^pecialiy | 
on a question not invt)lving any principle, j 
but merely its application. Under all tlic • 
circuiuftauces of the case, be could s<*e 
no solid reason whatever for adopting the 
amendment. The address, as hii 
friend h:ii well stated, pledged the hon-e 
to nothing, but what they all o)iu.urretI in, 
namely, to su’qiort his majesty 5 and C'\cii 
that did not pledge tlieni in one point be- 
yond their address on the livst day of the 
session. He .saw^ no good ground tor voting ^ 
for the ameiulment 3 therefore he should j 
resi'.t its adoption. j 

The fOtui (»f ('arUsIc said, the amendment | 
proposed by Jiis ncdile IVicn i was of s<) ; 
fiimple a n.'iture, that he thought there couM 
be. no hc.iltarioii in agivvin; to it, as it 
merely proposed to aik Ins uiniesty to s»:dcr 1 
p.irliaiiiont to continue shting for tome . 
lime longer, in ordfr fine the/ mighi have 
iiilbrnution co.i.sti'.'.H nV?!..''!)' rjvoii to 
lljiwn of the result of the r.' p^fations with 1 
ih;: coudnanfai powers. Tid-/»vas, he con- : 

\ i 


reived, in many views of the subject, to M 
considered as the right iTuxie of acting. It 
could not be supposed for a moment that > 
he could be so absurd as to rerjuire infor^ 
UKiiion lelatlvc to the negociatiou whilst 
il w:is depending 3 all he wished was, that 
instead of b,jLng prorogued, parliament mi.jhfc 
be allowed to adjourn, in (;rder tliat a com- 
munication of the result of » he regcxdatKVii 
now depending,^ miglit be made io if ii» 
soon r:.s posdldcMifter .siich informal i. n had 
been rcrcived. It was well l-rpnv n to vJiat 
jmrpO’Os informatii.n upon simii.ir subjects 
niiglii be turntd in tj'is comui}, aiid it 
w'as therefore highly Jes’r-'Me, in that p*»int 
of view, iliat tlie intoi'i * uitui iipoi fh s .snb^ 
jef:t,wdien received, slionl i Ik ((< n i unictucd 
to parliament and ihep.ibfu- wtiii all ptvss.jle 
dispatch. Tlie state of ireluid also 
another material con.sidvration, aUiur.igi', 
thank Ood, nothing serious h:*d f ''owe J 
the agitation of the catholic ( 1 un.s. li tJie 
amendment (;f his nolle friend wa', , grCL’d t^, 
tiu're would then also be no iieocfs^iry ior 
the bill wliicli the noble .'•ecretnry of siat« 
had .signified Jiis iufontic n to bring in, and 
w'hich, perhaps, mi.j!it pot p.i^s liie houfot 
of commons, for conlijei nj; ijie lUh^el of 
the proceedings relative to .Mr. Ju.sti(e Fox 
to the next ii^ l.'cy nf’gi't then be 

continued by adio'inucei.t, \vit):o'..t th'* iK- 
ccsdty of any bill »>i* that n.it.uw ^ 'ihe 
aineivliuent |/roi)osed by his noble triend 
m!^:ht be a u 'vcl inea-.'’‘e; hut it was call- 
ed for iw tire novelty of cmo* siuval!t»n. He 
did not iiican to b.np'iee any Idame to mi- 
nl.ster.s, wu a''* tomi of the Kaiiing of the 
enemv'\ ilecl'., b.it it was unlbi lunate, 
ai:d '’ill m- re so, lliat wc siio’dd liave no 

i. it.fh . of *±l\v uu'.-e, and lliat hia 

i-v.h ^tvb i.vi.UM' rs be entirely ignorsnt 

of Til 'I' lie I'.ro'Jit.:; He had heard. iK}\vi.vcr, 
jvune*urs i!’p:m this s’ul ^ *<'1, wliicii he l e]:ed 
tiu* lufjle lord, whom h.* tiow i*:ivv lor tliiJ 
ji:*' t T:r je in hispl'C', (loid ll i.lu U ) wi.'idd 
ccntia.l'cr. He l-ad l.e.nd it rwnwi.wl that 
vc-v*b: h.id be. ii j.fo :i \\h:A was n.usiicrcd 
:;s ill.- h '-t rrou’iig ground, wohoul re- 
fereijce to their st \\hen tiioy ouyjit 

*0 !m\c l.^cn cmplferfJ. in watclfug the 

enuiiV. He hoped, liowevcr. ‘hai this ru- 
mo'u* w’(’u*d 1).* ('ontr idict'^di b_\ the r.ol'le 
lord to v/.o'uhe hjfiahu hd. and dcel^ired 
to be, as verv p’.V'b.iPly it was entirely 
deUitute of t ' • nci-itiou. M'hrh r^•^;)eor, 
how e- or, to wh:U h.d b'Mi by tha 

ii, )!»’e ]oi\i as to t.'-e u :irb*er of cv:.r .ship* 
cf the line, he bel.e' fd it would b*' foiMid 
ll>at o; iv i.n\c :'.d.liiioual s»bipa of Lue iiua 
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^ere put into commission during the last ‘ by the noble carl who had just sat 
year. With respect to the army, he ad- the former having been so short a time hi 
mitted liuit the drafts from the militia had the house. These facts, however, ipoke 
been of use, but with the exception of this for themselves, as to the exertions or his 
measure, what had been done to augment majesty’s ministers ; nor could he omit 
our army, cr increase our disposable force ? pa>iiig a just tribute of applause to the in- 
There was still another reason for agreeing def.itigable exertions of the noble viscount 
to the amendment of his noble friend, and : (Melville) who lately quitted the Admiralty, 
that ivas the dijsentlous which were known and who had been unceasingly employed 
to exist in his majesty's cabinet. Instead of during his continuance in ofBce in endea* 
being employed in considering how the ' vouring to place tlie navy uptai that footing 
country was to be extricated from its difti- '^^hich the exigencies of the country required, 
ciiltics, 'dniost the w hole time of ministers His exertions had been followed up by those 
was know n to be taken up in endeavouring of ihe noble lord now'^ at tjie head of the 
to reconcile disputes which wTre continually Admiralty, wdiose endeavours were un- 
taking place. 'I’hese things were notorious, i remittingly directed to tlie same end. Ha- 
e\Try person in the street Uilked of them, he . vmg made tliesc statements, in answ er to 
could not meet a person in the street that the assertion made by noble lords on the 
lie new', bat lie was asked who’s in, and ; other ‘-ide, he should conclude by express- 


who’o out ? — he could only answ'er I don’t 
know, but the llochfort squadron have been 
out, have done great mischief to our We.st- 
India.pcisscksions, and have returned home 
unmolested ; the Toulon squadron is out, 
and gone God knows where, or what mis- 
chief it may do. For tlicse reasons he 
sliould vote fur the amendment' of his 
noble friend. 

Earl Catnefen said, he conceived this to be 
a mere iwual proceeding w itli respect to a 
vote of credit, nor coiild he discover any 
reason for tlie amendment moved by the 
noble lord. The two point.s which had been 
chiefly insisted upon by the nolile bird who 
moved the amendment, and by the noble 
lord w'lio had just sat down, related to the 
army and Uie navy. With regard to the 
former he could confirm the statements of 
bis noble friend that since the ^th January 
1801 , 37,000 men had been added to our 
dispo.sable force, and that 17,000 men had 
been sent to defend our foreign possessions. 
Added to this, our whole efl’eciive regular 
force amounted to 174,8(39 men, which w'as 
3,000 inore iJian die greatest army we had 
during the last war ^ and of these but a 
small part were limited in iheir service. 
With respect to tlie navy his noble friend 
was ill ati error, ;|s instead of 93 there w'ere 
now (jS ship, of the line in actual ser\’ice, 
besides Iwel/e .OO-giui ships, w Iiilat last year 
there were only bl. Since June 170 
yesspls of ditfereiit descriptions had been put 
into commission, whilst 7'i had been Joist, 
taken, or brdteii up as unfit for service, 
leaving a bal.'iice therefore of near one 
hundred vc'-sels added to the iia^y of Great 
Britain, 
the iiobk* 


ing his determination to vote against the 
amendment. 

Earl Darnhy said, he could not agree in 
the conclusions drawn by the noble lord 
from his stateraeiUs, nor in his determina- 
tion to vote against tile amendment. As to 
the army, after deducting the draiiglits from 
the militia, nothing had been done to in- 
crease our disposable force, except by 
means of the additional force act, the only 
measure of the present administration, cal- 
culated for that purpose, and wiiich, W'hen 
he last addressed their lordships upon the 
subject, had produced only 300 men. With 
re.specl to the number of vessels mentioned 
by the noble lord to have been added to the 
na\y, he had cndea\oured to prove to their 
lordships upon a forme, r occasion, and he 
was still of opinion, that many of those 
which had been purchased were unfit for 
the purposes of the public service. When, 
however, he saw tlie fleets of the enemy 
.sailing in every direction, and ministers 
unable even to give a guess as to tljcir 
destination, he thought it impossible that 
there could be the least hesitation in agree- 
ing to the amendment proposed by the noble 
lord. The reason also mentioned by the 
noble lord ^(Carlisle) as to the disputes and 
dissensions notoriously known to exist in. 
the cabinet, was with him also a cogent 
reason for agreeing to the amendment. 

The Earl of Wesimorelnnd said, he had 
listened attentively to noble lords on Uie 
oUier side, but he had been unable to dis- 
cover any reaton whatever for the new and 
extraordinary measure which was now pro- 
poard, 


Ht* ga\o these dot iik instead of [ prerogativeyrby prayhig his majesty not .to 
lord who lud bec’.i c.ilJed upon ! prorr.gLC hikj[)arliamenL --and uiilil when aid 


\ 
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tiob)^ ^88ion 5hc^d be | 

be eonfinaed ?; Was it to be continued uti- 
tli the/ should be pleased to address his ma-^ 
jcsty .to put all end to it, or did they moan 
tliat the parliament should continue perma- 
nently sitting? Certainly no substantial 
reason had been alleged for so no\'el and ex- 
traordinary a measure j neither had the mea- 
sure itself which was proposed, been stated 
in any ultelljgiblc shape. Noble lords had 
blamed ministers for suftering the enemy’s 
fleets to escape, and upon this subject he 
expected that a noble friend of his in the blue 
ribband (earl Spencer) would rise to defend 
himself. During the period that that noble 
lord was at the head of the admiralty the 
Brest fleet came out of port and got to Ire- 
land, without molestation j the Toulon fleet 
got safe to Egypt, an expedition which gave 
occasion to the glorious victory gained on 
that coast; so at this period the enemy’s 
fleets had escaped, but as no blame was im- 
putable to that noble lord w hen at the head 
of the admiralty on account of the escape of 
tlie enemy’s fleets, so no blam'e was impu- 
table now^ Bad weather, fahe intelligence, 
and a variety of accidents might contribute 
to drive oil our squadrons, or lead them 
upon a false cliase and permit the escape of 
the enemy j but the moment that the escape 
of their fleets was known, squadrons w'ere 
immediately despatched after them. It was 
true the Rochfort squadron had escaped, had 
goi:e to the West-Iiidics, and come back 
again without molestation j but tlie circum- 
stances attendant upon tliis expedition 
proved tlie exertions and llie care of the mi- 
nisters for the defence of our foreign pos- 
sessions. That that squadron could make 
no impression upon any one of our islands 
was to be attributed to the excellent .slate of 
defence in which iniiii.stcrs had takeii care 
they should be placed. No blame could he 
imputable to ministers for what was in its 
nature unavoidable, and which a rote from 
circumstances that could not be controlled. 
No case wlutever had, in his opinion, been 
made out wliich could w'arrant so extraor- 
dinary a measure as that now proposed, and, 
tlpierefore, he should oppose the amend- 
ment. 

Earl Spencer said, he was in entire igno- 
rance with regard to the objects for wdiich 
to large a vote of credit was wanted, as that 
which he was aiUhori-*ed to say would be 
proposed, namely, 5,000,0001. ; but it was 
■that very ignorance \yhicl\.jriduced him to 
oppose the motion fongiVing ^ pledge such 
aithat demiViidoJ b/ the noble ac-.icury of 


state, as he could not place ponfidenoe.ii^;;^ 
tliose ministers by whom it was asked. 
declared he had not confidence enough in . 
majesty’s ministers to entrust them with tbfi ' 
disposal of this money. The very ciicunw 
stance of the enemy’s fleets having bete, 
suflered to sail from their ports, wilhcto 
their destination being known was a sufll- 
cient ground why no confidence should ba 
placed in them. On the subject of the iia- 
vy he must say he did not know whero 
blame lay, and, therefore, he did not 
pute blame on tliat account to any iiidivl* 
dual. With regard to the military forcc^ 
the country expected a great deal more to 
have been done in that department than wail 
done. Upon the whole, it was impossibk^ 
not to feel a strong suspicion that there wa» 
no union of sentiment among the members 
of his majesty’s government ; and therefore 
they were for that rensim undeserving of 
confidence. On the grourid, therefore, that 
parliament was in a situation it had never 
been in before, and that a sum so large ai 
this had never been left to the discretionary 
disposal of ininii;tcTs, he would siipport the 
amendnient of the noble lord, which re- 
quired nothing more thiin that the king 
should not prorogue the p.uiiatnent, as long 
as the government stored in need of the ad- 
vice and assistance of the ineml)crs of that 
house, who were tlie hereditary counsellors 
of the crown. 

Lord Harr.oicly maintained, that the vote 
proposed was not a novel measure, as had 
been asserted. In 17P9» ^ subsidy of 
800,tXX)l. had been voted to Ru.ssia for 
15,000 men, who were not at the time 
agreed foi*, but only meant as an offer to be 
made for sncii an object. I'iiere was no- 
thing extraordinary, thwlbre, in asking 
tJie iiou.M.* to c*nahle his majesty to conclude 
surli engagements in the e\>urse of the ne- 
gotiation as should apj)LV.r nocc*j»‘>ary j and 
let the goveriirncnl be wlutit migJil, w'oiild 
the house, by \vith-hok!ing its con'fidctice 
from that government, .ind tlie means of 
fuitilling its engagemeiils, ,lhus diminish tho 
weiglit of the country in tliu eslimadon of 
iho'jc nations which it w';S our object to com- 
bine with us «- idler ia carrying on the war.- 
or in bringing' about a secure and permanent , 
peace ? * 

The Earl of Suffafk supported the anfelid'* 
ment, and, in answ'er to f-ome olvervalioua 
from the eail of Wei?tmoiel;'.nd,oiithe’prane- 
nc**-s of opjK)'»itif'n ci..ij‘'t:»nt]y to condemn 
the measures of admin istiulion, without 
preposinj a.iy of tli-ir obscj-vei, 
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not tell the noble lord in the blue rib- 
band what he and his friends would do, but 
what tJiey would not do. I’hey would not, 
witli such a numerous fleet as ministers 
boasted, sufler the Rochfort squadron to 
» proceed to the West-Indles, and tlien to ra- 
vage our islands, for six whole weeks, un- 
molested, and afterwards to return to their 
own ports in safety. I’liey would not sufter 
the combined fleets of Fi ance, Spain, and 
Holland, to proceed to sea, upon a distant 
and unknown destination, without being 
lible to find out that destination. They 
would not, at a moment when the country 
was menaced with danger on all hands, re- 
fuse a measure of conciliation to the people 
of Ireland, which would unite the strengtii 
and affections of that country for llie de- 
fence of tiiese islands. They would not 
auffer the credit and character of this coun- 
try to sink so low in the estimation of con- 
tinental nations, as not be able, in a nego- 
tiation of six months, to procure a single 
ally on the continent. 

The Earl of Carnarvon said, if the pro- 
position now before the house for allowing so 
large a sum to government, had any shape 
all, it was that of its being a subsidy. 
But nobody knew whether it was a subsidy 
for peace or for war 5 for, notvs ithstanding 
the professions made from the throne, of 
hitcnded alliances on the continent, there 
was not as yet any aiipCwiraiK e of a disposi- 
tion on the part of the powers on the con- 
tinent to join ns in the war. A space of six 
months had elapsed since that communica- 
tion, and the public were still iu complete 
ignorance on the subject. The present ques- 
tion was without an example. The house 
did not know for wdiat purpose ministers 
wanted the hk ney 5 wdiether it w'as to patch 
up another miserable peace of Amiens, or 
to Carry on the w'ar. He would now ask the 
house, whether the public purse wasto begiv- 
en up to men who had misapplied it before? 
To do so, would be a total breach of trust 
on the part of the house, w'hich could not 
be justi lied in rej)o.sing such confidence. He 
had no opinion wliftever of the present ad- 
^ninislralioii, as they w ere now formed, and 
the house w^ould betray its trust by placing 
any confiilcncc in them. 

lit^rd Sidmouth said, that the view in 
which lie Jicld the subject diftered so mate- 
rially from the opinion expressed by ihe no- 
ble lord w ho spoke last, and many of those 
noble lords who supported the amendment, 
that he must entreat the indulgence of the 
house, in expressing hi?* opinion, and the 


reasons upon which he should 
amendment. 'Hie noble lord who Just 
sat dowm said, that this addras^ \vould to a 
vote of credit ; in this description he could 
not agree : a vote of credit, as far as his par- 
liamentary experience could inform liim, 
was a vote usually passed by the house of 
commons at the conclusion of each session pf 
parliament, to enable his majesty to raise a 
sum for the sendee of the year, over and 
above the sums already voted on estimates, 
in case of any unforeseen exigency that 
might occur. The measure now proposed 
was not of this description. It was not a 
vote to raise money for the cxigentdes of the 
year on credit, but a motion to empower Jiis 
majesty to apply a sum already voted in the 
last year. He had observed, from the votes 
of the hou'^e of commons, to wdiich he be- 
lieved it was not unparliamentary to refer, 
that a large sum had been prov^ided by that 
house ii])on the estimates of the last year, 
over and above ihe actual exigencies of the 
I year, and for the liberty of appropriating 
which to the probable or eventual exigencies 
of the present year, the original motion was 
directed, but which he would admit tlie 
house was not bound to allow, unless they 
thought pi'oper ; but if tliia was not a vote 
of credit properly so called, it was a proof of 
the anxiety of his majesty*s ministers to so- 
licit the assent of the house for the leave of 
application in a w ay which they conceived 
most respectful to parliament. It was to vest 
the money at the disposal of his majesty for 
the exigencies that might become eventual- 
ly necessary for the service of the year j the 
manner w'as not, perhaps, formally recog- 
nised. It was not, how'cver, unusual or in- 
consistent w'^ith parliamentary usage, to pass 
votes of credit, \vit]u)ut any eomrnuniralion as 
to those objects wdiich were expressly stated 
to be casual and unforeseen in the estimates 
for the general service of the year. But go- 
/ernment not being enabled to make any 
specific or definitive communication on the 
subject of the pending negotiations ; and his 
majesty's ministers not foreseeing any imme- 
diate likelihood of making such a eommuni- 
cation, before tfee usual time wdien parlia- 
ment w as prorogued \ it was deemed light to 
make the application for leave to apply this 
sum, wilboui waiting for an uncertain con- 
clusion to the negotiations, or keeping the 
houses of parliament sitting beyond the 
usual time, under an uncertainty. There 
was, howeve]r?^^fl^lR:r mode of proceeding 
to which he did not w^ish to alludo, but''iO 
which his majesty’s miniitcrs might resort / 



A QcnjjaiUteA of J? 
the di^f**mS6t^ t)f p^liaii^nt;' to rwf Ip 
Wjes^^ 8|:^h i|hd te- 
(t^tii m6$8^geu and lb move wt tlie mm in 
ii^estipn be ap^ted by his ma|esty to the ne- 
e^ry exi^cfi^ of the . public service in 
the curriSt year. Blht the present mode 
was adopted as more jrttspectfbl to the dlg- 


by aea'ahd md^' as never h# bem - 
at ahy jSSriod ojf our history, and this^^ 
two y^ars of tli^ cpmmencetnenji; tl? 
Tlie imble lord strongly professed 
friendly iiUercfwfeo and connexion wiih «i 
tinental powers had always formed a 


hity of parKaraeht.— rTbc iiobl^ lord pro- j object of his adrainiatration. 



Reeded* m answer several of the arguments j ed, with rpspect to the present mt^tion’, .tljj 
against his maiesty*!' ndnisters. In the i no occasion whatever existed to impede tte 


I:le coutffiV 


icohrse of the delate. nor mean to 

‘ oa discussion .of the aiguments ob-* 

S to the mbtjpo of the noble Ibrd^. (lord 
^rav|^/' The noble lord wlio p^ned 
this debate, had said, tliat the negotiation 
ehoiild, be carried bn with a large and ex- 
tended view to continental connexion ; and 


prorogation of parliament at the usW;}:h.^ 
as his m!|jesty was pmpo^ered by* law iTojf.-- 
it together in fourteen, days, should oopaS^ 
require^s and conduded by supporting 
original morion. * - 

Lord Holland supported the amend , ^ 
and went into a wide field Of attack! .] 




the noble lord had made, Strong allusions tp ! the peace of Amiens, and tlie minUiersv 


the subject of the late pbace.of Amiens, and 
had said that hts majesty^s ministers in con- 
cluding that peacejhad betrayed their coiiti- 
nentnl coitnexioits, and totally forfeited thpjr 
conhdence. The subject of that peace had 
been so amidy discussed already, that he felt 
it unnecessiiry to g(5 into tlie subject now, 
no farther Jilian to dedare, that nothing could 
be flirther from the mind of his majesty's 
ministers, who concluded tliat peace, than to 
betray of vuider>*alue their continental poin- 


by concluding it and ab^indoning contiup.^ 
connexions^, n^d so mueh excited the disgq^ 
and hatred of those powers, and predil^ 
themselves from all confidence, Uiat in six 
months, with all the exertions of diplomatic 
intrigue, they were not yet able to negotiaife 
an ailianee of friendly intercourse with a sio* 
gle power. The answer of Russia to exuf 
communication of the Lite pacific overture^i 
of France pro\ecl that pO'.vcr disposed to 


, peace for itseif. and mediation for that of 
liexions. Tiiey advistd his majesty* to tWt \ Europe, and, therefore, doeuledly averse m 
peace, with a hope that it would alibrd an • the views of lil.s inajcsly’s iniiiLiers, w^O 
opportunity for resWing a secure and per- 
manent peace to Europe, but with a per- 
suasion at the time, that if the ainbitioug 
views of France should lead to a revival oH disgusted and dderred from the coinioxioii 


the war, we siiould enabled, M'ith renew- 
ed energies, to rocominence hostilities with 
vigour ; and that the continental powers, by 
an iiUen^al of peace, might be enabled to re- 
cruit their vigour, and be prepared to co- 
operate with us, should war become inevi- 
table, and c^pqrlunity pfcve favourable. If 
the peace had tjiit tlien been agreed to, we 
should not’ nbw' have the important advan- 
tage we possessed hi the unanimous voice of 
the Jieople offengland in support of-tliat war 
which' they now saw was inevitable, wiili 
cverj disposition Sind ^idcavour, oil the part 
of his nnjesty’s governniept^ to avoLyt So 
that this dispoMtion, to w,l|fch tve we^ in- 
debted for ouv security against the menaced 
attacks of an ihiplaeable enemy upon our 
shores, has proceeded from this reprobated 
treaty of peace. This was not the only ad- 
vantage; for besides the physical .strength 
and universal opinion pf the, country roused 
iijj^favour of tke war, in the slioh space of 55 
jtnoUths our revenues had^increaseJ to double 


shewed themselves, and not the Yiiibz olT 
France, !io»tib to the peace of nLauUnd-i- 
that a bloody warfare was tlieir object, which 


and alliance ihose contijiental powers, in 
whom their conduct hid begotl(‘!j a lassitu^le 
for war, and an earneat desire for thc'maiii,- 
tenance of peace. To such .ministm 
he could give no conlidenr-*, and, there-' 
fore, he would not pIUcc at their disposal tlxii 
enormous Sinn of fi.e niiJii:»ns, for objects 
totally uncNplaiiied, and uiidcfin'-d. He 
fhoiight it absolutely necessary for the par-' 
linment to continue at its j>ost, and eudcjle-s 
voiir to extricate the c<iiiiu.»*y from the dan- 
gers that surrounded her; a task whicli mi- 
.ni.sters were unequal to. ^ When the present 
administration was formed, hv^lieard of great 
changes and improvements about to 1^, 
adopted; but nothing was done exGej|^^' 
giving the country two “ giant, s refrftsli^||*^ii 
instead of one. But no oAe act Iiad'h^p ' 
done for the Ixjnelit of thu country; nothuw ^ 
that could ttiicue us from our present drea£. 
ful situation. 

Lord Grenville expressed himself by ijo - 
meads surprl.'.wd that noble lords on tliq otll^ 
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side had i&iled to give any thing like a satis- 
farfory answer to arguments which had been 
adduced in favour oft he amendment. They 
seemed to l>e conscious that no answer 
could be given. What, indeed, was the 
object of the motion of the noble lord op- 
posite ? That parliament should shut its eyes 
and ears to the condurl of ministers ; should 
address his inajc^ty to clisiriiss them from 
any farther attendance at ]n'?.sent on their 
duty j and thus lliat five millions of the 
public money should be left at the disposal 
of ministeiw to expend in any manner which 
they might choose, without regard to the 
essential interests of the country. A noble 
lord had asked if the subject had been coin- 
municatod by his majesty nt'w for the first 
time, would he have been for opposing the 
address ? If by this it were meant to be asked, 
if he W'ould decline coming to the conclu- 
'sion of at once taking the five millions of 
money nut of the hands of the hon«c, aufl 
putting it into the hands of ministers, he 
Jiad no Jiesitation in saying, that he certainly 
would decline coming /.ny such conclu- 
sion. If, on the other h irid, t!\f subject 
wore now for the first time started, he must 
say, that he should be happy to afford every 
facility for entering into ^^ch negotiations i 
as might be calculafed to lead t«) a peace j 
con-iistent w'iih the safety of this country , 
and the general interests of Europe. Great ! 
sacrifices, he was of ojiinion, should l>e| 
made to procure the co-operation of con- | 
tinental ptnvcrs, partiailarl} of uiissia. Till 
he once knew, however, the naiiire of the 
coinmunie.itioiis v. liich had boon going for- 
ward, and was in romc ilegr^o made ac- 
quainted w'ith tho advantages which they 
might bs likely pr.xlva e, ho did not feel 
himself at liberty to s.iy iliat five millions was 
no more than a ret (iiupence for the part that 
the country wr.- willing to take in the bu>i- 
ncs.s. Asan argument to shew thatthe^mend.- 
ment was not lUH fssary, ii had l>ecn oh* erved, 
that although pariiamc-nt might hcpr.»ro^rued, 
it could be assembled again in fi/urieen d.ays. 
This he admitted. But did it follow that 
it actually would be ro-asscmbl(;d ? And 
W'a.s it n it bolter for thorn to keep the hob! 
whidi they at pre^ont luul over th.s large 
‘fiuin, and not to give it. out of tbeir own 
hands ? This was raM to be but the usual 
confidence reposed in iuini:»ters, and it wa:» 
insinuated, that it woukl he wrong to ex- 
press any want of ronfidenee. This he was 
surprised at hearing fnjui the noble lord who 
advanced it. He h.id the happiness about a 
year ago to concur in opinion wirU that noble 


lord, that nothing could be so necessrfr^T 
for that house to express their opinion tliut 
no confidence could be placed in the then 
ministers. The rcsnlt, he w^as happy to 
think, had been a compliance on the paft of 
tlie king v/ith the opinion expressed by tJie 
hoa^^e ; and there had, at the same time, 
been no v.ymptom of despondency manifested 
among tne pc'ople. No confidence was 
placed in that ministry, because they were 
not deserving of any. He dedared he felt 
the s:ime to be applicable to the present mi- 
nistry ; they were almost entirely composed 
of the makers of the peace of Amiens, in 
which were so\\'ii the seeds which gave rise 
to the present war ; .secils .sown in so fertile 
a soil as made it next to impossible that it 
should not yield the fruit it had producod. 
I'here never was a transaction in whirh so 
total a want of npacity, and of c\ ery quali- 
fication, was exhibitet!, as in the manage- 
ment of that treaty. They threw away "the 
Cape, as if they had been eager to gut quit 
of it ; and could he place confidence in men 
guilty of so enormous a crime ? Jhit it was 
not in the instance of the Cape alone they 
had shewntheir total incapacity 3 they framed 
a pi*ace on su^h comj)Hcrited terms as ren- 
dered the meaning of iJie ditfereiU parts of 
it hardjy intelligible ? and liaving (lone so, 
they recommenced hostilities on such grcuuuiji 
a.s made tho cause of this country .ippear 
unjuit in the eyes of alnuj.-.t every foreign 
power. If there was nothing else this \\ mild 
be to him sulucicnt ground for not entrust- 
ing such unluMid-ot c*onUdena‘ as that now 
required in the s..inc hands. The noole Jt)rd 
then proceeded to examine the state of our 
army and na> y ; the former, he contended, 
had been only apparently encivased by a 
sort of hocus poi in transl'erringof tlxeforees 
from one he. d to another. 'Jhe latter, he 
said, could hardly have been diminished, 
and during the war w e liad not to boast of 
a single iiaival triumjih. These surely did 
not conspire to give us additional confidence 
in our rulers, lint there was anorhef cir- 
ciimst.ince wliich had been alluded to, and 
line! received no answer, which, independent 
of any otlier, was decisive fiii this point ; 
was it of no conscqiu^nce that, at so im- 
portant a crisis, in which every thing essen- 
tial to the satety of tlic country was involved^ 
instead of ha\ing a ministry completely alive 
to the urgency of our situation, we should 
iusve a set of ministers completely dis- 
united among flK'msejves, and more anxious 
to discover and lake advantage of the errtfrs 
of their collCagueh than to watch over thijt 
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opentions of the enemy ? Yet in such mea^ 
wuhout kiiQv^ing whom {a pditiml^r, or 
how 'long Uitv might continue to act to- 
gether* was the house called on to repose 
m extraordinary and unprecedented d^ee 
ot confidence. His lord»hsp declared^ tliat 
ha thought no time ought to be lost in an- 
Uouncing to the whole of Europe our 4e« 
termination to act on such principles as were 
calculated for tlie general safety, and best 
8 lited to that brood and Ubeml policy which 
would ha\e for its basis die independence 
and security of tlie whole of Europe, if 
ue could not piocure continental powers on 
such terms to act with us as allies^ our next 
object ought to be to propose to negotiate 
betore them in open premess, taking them 
as the umpires of our uifferei^ces. Wlien 
satished tliat we w'ere sincere in such a sys- 
tom* wc might soon depend on having peace 
oil fair and equitable ternu^ or a vi^rous 
co-operation in carrying on tlie war. If 
there could be any reason for suppoali^an 
unw illingnesb in the powers of the continent 
to bust 111 our siacenty* we must look back 
to the f teaiv of Amienb for die causes which 
ga\e use to diat suspicion. We must look 
to the persons at the head of our counsels* 
as being the great authors and causes of that 
dibtiust. To give efiect to such a declara- 
tion* It ought to be die work of parliament* 
not of an> private proposition* originating 
with the servants of the crown These* be 
thought* wcie reasons any one of them more 
th in sufficient to shew the necessity of the 
amendment 

The Lord Chancellor defended the peace 
of Amiens* as the foundation of all that p^» 
triotic zeal by which the cxiUiiMy was now 
so cfiectually defended. He il^ed* if there 
was more wisdom shewn in die negexfiations 
at Lisle tlian at Amiens ? At the time this 
fiejty was made* we had no allies on the 
continent $ we ha^ lost them all during that 
very administration of w tiich the nobte lord 
who spoke last formed a part. 'With what 
justice* thsn* could that noble lord ebam 
the late administration with having^ made 
a treaty by which we lost all continental 
coiuiexions ^ *llie noble lord had gpne into 
au hotch-potch debate upon eveiy topic al- 
most that bad been discussed in that hooae 
foi years past. Ini»t6ad of so detached* de- 
sultory* and irrelevant a mode ot proceeding* 
he wished to have a night set apart for dis- 
cussing those measures which he had de*> 
tended before* and would nianfoUy defend 
again. He thbught it very unreasonable to 
for the r^eiument of thic 'whole of the 
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secrets of government pending a 
and not less extraordinary that it whole adTs 
mimstration should be cetauredbecanseite- 
Conduct of a part of it had been disapproro^ 
As to the ouestion now before the house* hiti 
maintained that gotfemment required ue 
greater degree of confidence than had usooliy 
been given* aiul that there was no necessity 
whatever for continuing the session of par&. 
Itftof nt beyond the usual period. 

The Earl of CarHsk explained* that thb 
whole secrets of government were by no 
means called for : all that was wanted Mug 
the necesbsaiy infomiation to enable the 
house to judge of the propriety of the present 
measures of ministers. 

Lord QrtnviiU also explained. He did 
not mean to convey a censure upon thit 
lebole the members of admiuistratUm') 
but $0% ef them as had concluded the 
advantageous treaty of Amiens. With tfld 
spect to the right hon. gent, at the head or 
administration* he still retained* andhe'haif 
no doubt alwwa should* the high sentimeallv 
he had formerly expressed of his talenU and 
charactq*. 

His Royal Highness the Prince of fPafei 
said* that no had delayed rising till that later 
hour* in expectation of the arrival of a boble 
relative of his* who hod been prevented from 
attending the house by particular circum- 
stances. He rose merely for the purpose of 
statir^* that that noble j^rson bad inbendedf 
to dehver his sennmeiits on the subject now 
before the house* m favour of the amend- 
ment* mid m com^dete unison with the sen* 
timentv so ably delivered by his noble firiend 
(lord Grenvilfe) . He bad no hesitation also 
instating* tliat those sentiments were eti* 
tirely similar to what his royal highness him- 
self entertained. 

The question was then put* when the 
house divided on the motion for the address*' 
Contents* present - * - 0/ 

proxies . - - 44 

lU 

Non contents* msent - ^ 36 < 

Proxies * * 22 

f — gg 1 

Ad)oaii>ed at two o'clock on TbtirtiM»‘ 
Oionung. ‘ ^ 

HOU8B 09 COMHOVS. 

'Thm4as, 30 ^ < > 

[MiNtrm.} On the motion 
HtukiMon, the hoioe ’WoH, intoh cchttAlf^ 
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OR fte Dl^tiUt^.^ts. Resolutions, contain-^ 
ing certain new^xegulations. respecting the 
^istUlatjoii oif ;iptrii« in Engliuid and Scot- 
Jied, when intended lu be exported from 
cither country to the otJier, were agreed to. 
Tlie report was received, and a bill ordered 
accordingly.— Mr . Peter AJoorc presented a 
petition from the clothiers of Yorkphire, 
Wilts, Somerset, and Gloucester, against 
bill now pending for the buspcjition of 
^nallies aireeting their trade. The peti- 
tioners. were ordered tc' be heard on the 
report. — On the inotiini for the second reiid- 
jng of this bid for the susi>cnsioii of pt*naltie.s 
in the woollen manufacture, ^ Mr. Brooka 
opposed the bill, on the ground that it gave 
a monopoly to tliose who made use of the 
prohibited mncliincs, under favour of the 
suspension. - Admiral Bcikclcy defended 
the bill. He hoped tliat before tho%xpiru- 
iton cf the short period for which it was 
|b be in force (till 1st May) a full arraiigc- 
|nent would be brouglit forward by his ma- 
govern ihcni. Mr. rcter Moore op- 
posed the bill, which had only the signatures 
j6f 63 manufacturers tt) recommend it, while 
the number c»f its opponents anioifntcd to 
•200,000. The olTiciil proceedings, so far 
as they went, coincided v ith the bill brought 
forward by his hou. friend (Mr. Brooke), 
Brooke w islied to take the .sense of tlie 
house on tlie propriety of pulling ot 5 * the 
furtlier proceedings on this bill till this day 
tliree moiitlis 5 but he deferred pre.s&ing the 
division till anotlicr day. T he biil^\va.N road 
a second time, and ordered to be committed 
tb-raorrow.— Mr. Huskiscou presented ac- 
^counts of tbe- exchequer bills ouiMandinr*: on 
the aids of tlie last year, and gave nt-tice 
ih»t ’A motion would be made w ith respect 
tb theqa in the r ommittee of w ays and ni* r.n.s 
tp"mofrow. — Mr. Foster prcaciited an csti- 
inate of -the conjpt'usatiou to be granted to 
' l^ersoiwJn public ofIice.s in Ireknivl for XMXj, 
^or;iexiraj trouble,— Jlie Irish Civil f/ist bill 
went tlirough a comiihtlee, in wdiicii there 
fionie conversation between Mr, Van- 
" ijftart, yiT, Sheridan, and sir iSTew- 
|iorl,^ oil a ^'Janse subjecting the acnnuits of 
expenditure of sums granted tor secret 
the approbation <d’ tlie lord iieu- 
" ipC .The clause w^as agreed to, and the 
qrt otidered to be received io-inorrow;. — 
^.rj IIttAhson presented an account of pVn- 
Ranted Ly the crown, and a cetpy of 
hTOO WOTant of the barx^ns of the exchequer 
iplBt^tland, griJnting. certain an ears of 
t^e .stewar^hip of Fife to. Lady Melville. | 
^jLqririenry Tel ty gave notice, tliat he would 
Iffhig t(Jf\Vai*d scine 'fesutuUops bn ' lliis sub- i 


ject . -early in the.; ensuing 8essiQif;~Mr; 
4 ^exandeV brought up the report of the 
committee of w ays and means, Ayere 
ordered conformably to the, i;esoiutions^Jfbr 
the appropriation of tlie surplus of tlie 
solidated fund, for the last year. — ^Mr. Piiul 
deferred till Monday his notice relative to 
the nabob of Oude. He thought it proper 
to .state particularly that. lie meant the same 
day to bring forw^ard a distinct cJiarge against 
tlie marquis WtHe-^-ley, iVoin the conduct 
observed tow'ards that prince. 

[Jmpbachmknt op Lord Melville.]— 
Mr. Bofid wished to put a qiu^siion to vthe 
lion. gent, opposite (Mr. Whitbread), the 
answer to which would jirobably picvent the 
necessity of a partveuJar motion. 7 he hous<* 
having instructed the attorney general to, 
prosecute lord Melville for the criraiiud mat- 
ter imputed to him in the tenth report, he 
conceived it was not in the power of the. 
attorney general to exclude from t he range 
of that pro.secution any offence whatsoever 
contained in tliat report. If, therefore, it 
was proper that any particular tr.insactionx 
should lie i excluded from the prosecution* 
it was fit the' attorney general should be in-, 
structedas to .such exclusion. Ihere couldi 
be now no doubt that the forty thouJ-and 
pound.s, advanced to Boyd and Beniield, was 
one p(;int on .whicli there could be no in- 
tention (.q proset nie. He was of opinion, 
that the c:l>c of Jv*llicoe alto .‘jhouM be ex- 
cluded, as not of sudlcient impnrtaiue to 
b ? made a prouiid of cliarge. But, as he re-i 
rollertcd that the bon. gent, oj petite (Mr, 
Whitbrcjad) made it the gn und ot fvio of 
the articles of in»pe 3 climent which he meant 
to' have pre.^ented, he asked that hr>o gent, 
now whether ho n^oant it should ituike. one 
of the snbjet ts of the prosecution d rented 
by the house? If the hon. gent, did not 
think it should, and if np iniimaticn of a 
ooutraiY pcntijueut came from any other 
part of the house, he thought that it would be 
sufficient to let the , attorney general kno^ 
tliat this also was not to be included in the 
prosecution, , 

M|:. TFhithrcad had certainly considered 
Jdliroc’s budness as of importance, and had 
made it one of thcgroiinds of impeachment. 
He admitted, however, that it did not maka 
tho same *impres.‘>lon on the house, and 
therefore - he doubted w hether lie should 
have jirpduccd .that article. He had not 
any- wish individually that this matter should 
be included in the prcsecution by the aKor- 
ney gctieraL ' ^ 

. The Attorney General trnsfed he sliould 
not" shew the slightest disrespect for any 
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iifiilhrMiiad^ if he wis!i«d that the hoiSse should 
fibhour brrtx,colJe('tively with its tJohimands, 
iindlhat these commands should be distihc*^ 
thl^y exfmJssed. Jf thc ' hoq^e thought j 
proper txx siij^ei-serlo that jealousy which 
seemed constitutionally to belong to it; when 
one'tovaht of the rrown was to be prosecut- 
ed •by auotiier, he supposed it would at least 
be thought proper DQt to leave tt "matter ofj 
iqiiestu)n» how far the officer charge wftB 
the proKc*cUtiun should or should hot wnijply 
with the wisju^s of the house, 1ft the 
he might take. He ti*iisted>*therefore> that 
it would not be iitij^per ri1-='«hrik, 

if he wished, lusted of coBet'Hbg indwell*- 
liiinately from the wh6]© body Of the rt* 
ports, sucli matter^'as 'm^ht Ije'madfe 'fhe 
groumt of criininat cluirge; fthat the liot^e 
should 9i>ccify what it tlibitfehlprojter tb bb 
prosecuted, and whsit it did 'irotf * HeyrtiouH 
also bt* glad ♦ to have tlw' i6f th& 

house as to whether tH& civif thiif ffe 
been directed t0 
ville and Mr. Trotter shotdtf 
pended, o? \vhethee d:tu*shpidd'>e^ 
carry it on aga^n&t '’Mr/‘Tf(htte^^^^^ 
caul eTi leavour, 

Inal dilliculty \V(Aild 

siiing tlH5 one withhuf the oth<^lJ'» 


M^whedto know whether, 'if he pr^orWed 
civilly against Mr.'T>atferrli^ wlay at liberty 
to make use of him as a tvitwcM 
jVlelville. Also, Whether he^vas at Ilb^y 
to bring in proof against Infd hWvilie v;^lat 
h:id fallen from hhft in tl\«t ^hUse, thl^ 
bar, \djich he oc/uld hot do wilhtwf rn^fruc^ 
lions from .the house, though he couSl liig; 
ttiider no difliculty as to iti betiig tecNv^d m 
tlie court where tlie prosecution Viivs ro 
carried on. niesc pmnts Ke thouglrt ^ 
cossaiy to stcite to thft Imuse, irot* to 
He had further to rcniatk u diffien'f)'' ^ hirh 
Rtosc trom the j)rartfce' newly of' 
ordering pvosetnitlofts to be hftmeitiiitel.r fu- 
st iriited at the conu^nalnd 6f fhehbus^v^rMher 
titan by address to 'his majeitty, 
majesty to direct sucJi ^ pi^^Ufbn 
instituted. Uiider\tiie 
any -difficulty Bbduld Vm hhy'poii)t^;^nd 
he should find te?rtmcti6i»^ 
course was to report d^e diiiij^lQr tot ilio ee^‘ 
cret'iry of state, and the' 
give its} instructions in 


atid of judging iHiether thtfprbctoiiifgfi .* 
the new fbrnr would answer iuT wfefies, dt"; 
whedier ’ft heV,udclre<s should be carried ttp': 
to eiifoitre a satisfactory course. TWH , , 
w^oUld be abetter mode than if he w'ere l^ft " 
alone to Mlfect tbo^'mattci: of the charges, ‘ 
to cairy oft thoj>N>cefeding^'s bj acquaint 
hinisebf whitt tieVJwd done, and to‘argg# J 
cotnipH'i^^ with tl>e wishes of 
the house. Ho tlterefee hoped the house 
wc^ald instruct hitn more spe^ific^Iy by vote 
It wi&ed to make- matter of par^ 
ikkihft^ciiar^. ’ 

'"Mr. jftewd; ki expfettation, raid, he had 
bbjectfoft io propel a Vote for excluding 
dte^iftatter ef ielHooe^ diough bethought 
th^'djihpre^ mode of ascertafftiftg tliu. 
jOtf tRe house Ire had alf^y noticed/M^ 
Ittfiii^ieftt. ^ As’ to tfeu otheV <iifficuttiesV»hg- 
jfeWed’ fey tlte attorney general, it would ftg 

g SHb^On in him "tor nbtsce therja. 

It ‘to life attorney general, f if he should 


ihe prbsccUfToii within too- «arrW l3iwi^^^ 
Vas probable ft 
down tb*^ tho hdii'se 

q^^rrefice, abd the house ^vouldFlth^'b^Vu,! 
ill' opportunity of leaniluji; the, pnitk^^. 


after^Tsirds; ffeid 'these mffitukles stand iahia 
Wuy,' t^'^hiake thein the sfubjecu of fiirtlw 

the house w'ould 
fituf a r hon. atid learned TOnt. to 

gotofttof alllhe embaimsinents with which* 
he lotttid hhihself iiurrounrfed, and enaWc 
ihfrti to do complete justice between the iH- 
dlvidp’»l'^bo #as the oMectof hia pjrosecu*^ , 
fkm 'and the ’'public. His mvn interitloft 
nnair,' !1‘ Uie impcAchftnmt^bad' been agre^ 
to, td'*'stTspdnd th^ tJivdl suit Willi respect to 
B<^th ford MeMllo and ‘ Mr. Ttotter, and if 
ifihiiiias iK)t sitftdeilit fo enable Mr. Trotter 
wisfttfe, ! Itft a bill 0/ ihdeni- 

ffity' for that tlie whole 

^Steta of ^eftirtgr |wyoilice? should be laid 

think the 

ilamtrt^'n^ii'fdbgh still to be adopted ; but 
it'itisted hlm^ but with the hon. 

Mid* i^ad the mode of 
prcK;A^lftg'^4®d‘oft'by tlni house, to bring 
♦lithe rcgidaftbfts jyhieii Wo necessary Iri 
coxis<*quenoe^ r ‘ 

” the Etche^ner thought ^ 

enough appealed w&t had; ^ssed^ to ' 
shewnhftt itwobtdhavtfbean ivise iia the hobse 
to 'haVe pfoct'Oded wdih more deliberation.' 
WiiJf res^vert to lW m^^eaf'-how before the 
wite Cmiid^rd hS« nhd leann^d 
fcfff^ad Ifoftld Wishes of the iv>^ 

what fell 

individual I It jwas not endbgh 

ifebVxs otif the hmft^ of y«9hcos, Ito iii^j tl>^ 
wlw^le remilihiri^^i^ter i^f for 
^ iWh^rfted^^ftt. W8«Sdd/' 

jTfJfe l^ifUijer to e^ ^ duilVj b” 

V aT»' T' r 
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mdi other matter at^ it ivsis notodvimhletor of the house wad not fairly taken up(m Mt» 
promcutei and 'fa :«t!ite distinctlf by other Ithetbnnsof thehouseadmitred an amend- 
j«m!mionairtt|tiimtobeprosecoa^ The^ menti by on^ittiog all the origHiai motion 
ftitScolties with respect to the mamler but .me word ** that i*’ he could DOt heljp 
p^eeding also deserrtd considers and‘ thinking, however, that such amondnients 
he all' diese things appealed to him were disgraceful to' the house, llicf only 

to furnish snificieut ground Ibr neoonsfdering distinct parlkmentafy course was a motion, 
the t^utloii tlie house had come to, and and an amendmc'nt upon it. Ntithtng was 
tor again enquiring whether a procecution more clear thim that this Was the proper 
by the attorney general should bo adhered to parliamentary course, though hU majesty's 
rather than un impeachmeiit. . He confessed mtnistert.had not thought proper to coincide 
he was still, after all the consideratkin be ink. Htsmajeny'smkiisters,tnooghtheytheii 
had givbn to die subject, of opinkm, tisw voted against the modes of prosecution 
neither ought to have been tosofted to^ proposed, pow did him and hi» friends the 
t!limigh, a^r the decktem the house hid' Worn to would have voted with 

<X)Yneto, he must feel msidl deliQU^ them in; preference. He was dad to hear 

daring such an opinkm. Beit^ of this this even now, but he wished th^ bad 
opinion, he had not at the time feaned hrs thou^t proper to declare their" preference 
mind to the consideration which of the then. Ihe majority was tormed of persona 
two ptopoied modes was best, in a ptpie^ some of whom ihoc^ht one mode preferable, 
which he disapproved of genemBy. otliers anotht^, but all agreed that eithot 
Bbt the- more he neiketed on diittmottot, was desirable rather than no prosecution 
the more be considered the difficulties that whatever should take place. This would 
had arisen since, the more he considered be the prindpal subject of -the discussion 
what was required by the oonstitotion Inge* wBdt would take pboe on another day; 
neral, what was duo to the ^pTiviti^ of but ^ that die attor^-general was not to 
]Msers, tothe substantial justice to which the take opew him the responsibility of the 
party was entitled, and to the delicacy owing prosecution; or that It might not be put 
to the conftdenttal servants of the crown; ' ii|wn him/' was what he could not allow, 
the more he considered all these things, the It the mode impeachment had been*' 
more -he was convinced, that the mode adopted, difficulties would liave attended 
which had been adopted was not that that' also; and If the plea of difficulties 
which the majority of the house wohld, now ofierad was to be allowed, there was* 
on reftexiort, think apfdteaUe to the pro^ nooneproaecution which might not be stop- 
ceedings it wislied tor. Be •hoped th# ped aim Amdoned on the samogrom^s:^ 
attend^ of toe hcaise would be caBctf iHe wished gentlemen to bear this In mind' 
to this matter on an early day, and tfeod-^ wbflt they came to conuder toe right use 
those Who disapproved of any part of* to he made of the ulterior proceedings; and’ 
the. course lately agrieed> t^on, wonld llim^ when' gamleniea came to consider what^ 
have an opportunh^of mpportUss the most; byad^been resolved upon and what was tor- 
constitutidifel measure correspooffing to the ; ther to. be done, the propriety of departing 
circumstances. " . - feqm a rOtolmitm d^ie^tely formed woulii- 

Mr. Fox said, he wodd smt sii^bw ent^ bea material point of the'deilbdratidn, par- 
into particulars; ' os the wholes mattot was to tic^rk when the reconsideration was sUg^ 
be made toe subject of totuswd^Kxission; but ^wsted wa pari^ which Was»tiot friendly to 
lie cotdd not admit tbe’^diffiedtiea • statc^by eltfilr ortfar propde^ modes^f preseciuion 
the attorueyrgeneid, * asi^h^ •wore ; kxsisted Mr. Bond Wished^ here to give notice,- 
u{Kmby tlwn;i^ttioo.7jp^ (dtocharkdlor tla^^ the^ next day .trawe an in- 

or toe exchequer),,'' In all pmtcutioas.dl^ struction^ tor excluding toe matter of Jch» 
reetod^by the house, ttm^a^brUey'^gextiral; Hcoe p buti; on toe siigi^ thechan-^ 

Wes responsible.'^ If toe proieeudon was<in^' cellor-' of the exchequer, who thought any 
sdtutod by address, ait totermediafe' rrapbfi^ nmloii ottitoe tobject likely to inv^ve th 
aibHUyiestoduponlum'f but toe atton^-r jmaler part of de» 

general was not thereby exempted notice tm Tuesday. ^ 

responsibility;..,.:- With respept to the mode MirSki^idau thoiigiit toe mode^of pro-* 
oC^fMnoceedkg,. be wax^one cd'-iluise of the isecretaiy' 

upproved^ftoe^ pmeedte by iaaiwtoev fxf states not likely be always attended 
mentj^lVjthDQgh.^th^ w'lto sfl. those acU^antages^^tod^ attotoey^i^ 

ptomt^die ooidd nohadodl duktheiaensp^ naral impmed to The leemikry af-stanst. 
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migiU .be,the ^penoti «nd^ pcosecttti^>.>llH' 
vr» t^iit ctt(«ney<'gen«;al to cainiQiH^t«8 
Vitb'^im oa .« pro!)«cutiao sig9u»t birow^? ; 
fat it (Ud nqt fpl)ow that, he \ir«ukl be d«K.j 
(Qiwed wbon . A,,pr(Mecuti<Htx.w«» 
agflinit him. ^ Tltose who MSete .ntpiMl MWn 
ioiw noiw to focal the intpe0cbniie(>t:^M}F;hie4|)j 
fore remtfdi tecoodedifheit^liS^tiioa. tttrbMik 
by di© h(m. g*»t. U»ft obimiOT.^eafend.... If 
the rij^t bat|».g9llr bad in an{$Qrtja^i 
tbs original moti<m»<ba-lRaald:jMtra$ 
it impuMtbjia too that hy)i 0 ^lpi^n^t*bii^ 
was now putter tp higtt 

be ©wiW.have bll4<4iM dbaiBcd.^^^ 

rying tb© pointhe^iaMd tft^itbatipfnteitniilil. 
ing al) prosecution ; 

proposed impt^nasblfktWeiw -.fOR^ 
vote for die «di«ioal>|trow(!lldras| O0^4M‘ 
^lnre,of-.tbatt«4tbt>te..whe> tbtXR^f fi%rdMiai.< 
the : orimiaalwpmwimtiOR»;^idddiM% 
voted for the in^acbine^f !l3»«it^tdl0h>-' 
gent., was (he«i|tot» .guUty ioh sbbitwdih, sha-. 
he pftea iu<t)4t. ta)^fRrit>;^iiMlheiSt' 
in the firtt inttBnce4>^.diflbe4i8jMtflh<-#^ 
bad foilowed tliia,^C9W|^ ^ 
not have fallen . intp, thaHdlWlio^f iiKdahicb 
it, DOW stoods ibF,»,a^^OHibq;rWftrft,p^ 
it appeared -no(ti^ rtlaf.-430;wm* of:^ sAtae : 
opinion, and.tbat. a.aBiQ0Hty of JQihad pre^; j 
scribed ;to this grcMt^nisjority. x^Boi hairbig:] 
oaoe come t»,'tbo.iies(dutioi«i«|tt|do]MI»p|(.ntf 
criminal prosecution, itiiiVni hMT n<Mlic)it«.. 
question to tbiab ;bf .feeaUbig tbfftrhatolttm 
tion tq. return t)i>,.8ttptber, .iiytmiRwenttntoi 
whiob it:,hadbeen<adopted<:,:^{^«<inU Qt%<. 
be done widtout ronuing diiO;i:i^ of jMvii^t 
noprocf^iog. at nil,, for tbe..'«mo]*~lof)tilfK 
existing plan sbonid be i^oioded be^suiyj 
tiling new copld bn..ndopteds,.(lild,>itii!th^ 
matter of cliaflae:^hetberHju]]r«di^W^. 
would, be made,. ,7belii0UfA.5AtniddeiqKi)^ 
itself .to the imimbitiep.tf ficKMtNhi .awit 
would shake iiimf..hi thn- J^phtteni^ d^^ 
cowtty . by..4ibaadt»^ili^4dl’ bad..h^. 
done in this witn^ tbe.!f«|ft9i^||^t«f 
b«Dg atderto retrieve ondfeop^'^wgikat 
opinion it would ■■.•'■» ,'«d- 

.Mr. <7(|Matii{gAllo«pAds th*tifh.naim0d9r-sf 
SQ hnppsed -it/h aattdtnnwgtoih. * imjjority, of- 
^,ilbat; was. 'ipfi : 

calling^the conddeiitd^ 
rererskig the decUioD. ao^riiMr<»<c Alt 
worthy •, of, ,itbS£<msid« 9 nit|(i^^t^.thA-.,h^ 
whether, if an ©pporttMdi^ .'. tgM.ajfiiidhdr 
it should loot reconsk^rtaB grMt.titns#!^ 
tionalsiuestkm, whgtt»n«,niatt 0afMb»,: 
td^d.byr bis peers ^ ne\ . Jra* . j b?' .a, ‘V ] 

^r:^«nftmpaid, thi|n’asthe.-1^4hBAj 
swQi be.had hod a *at' in tha): thsf 



bft had h«il44»e,<^«MWhqr.,gAW<«d[v/!lW i 
mstmotinntirRdinhh pspsco^fc 
ed^9tipRiirh^wbi4triMkmM ; 

■jtt»am,-jtbe ,hot»^;i',,Ih#-,Mwdittp««rib ' 

task.onjMiias«-A(4v>««MNM«i^^ i 

ptifn 
to tboboNkt 

>nkda: 

..bont.lbh 

WM- WEsa thh 

andfli«ii#«{t i^tbdtt»eB9b *» 

:sijk,. idipwu^ ti»btai.4b0t « pi^^j 

^?|hd,df«dWi9dftitwlf^l^^ ^PbeobtRtMii 
hadicnspe gppti^SiuipmK^f thstf'<.iK 

ttthd b*di,dk#bt dMRmbtiri,, iHtd^ 
:tilita|fkirn«y}gedarali»a^^^ ,for a, 

9ugb bntt‘'‘ 

^h^,attwpi^gndee«l.,Mni|i!;4.. 

<ii^%..cibnesi . Ii . 
>sro^-'eale(^^;Siidi; aotvibht-boiMte 'vwyrht 
lMdt>4Mf»^..diine>^^ .es 

igentWwn' :weiw lOQi'bs^Egeaeiiil'.sn^^ 

j .;i,1Pber:i(ttaena)iMS«pn^ 

's^ it ;wn8E»dt:^idt ie^pect toupokits' ef laW) 
tbftt;'h«;- tdptcal ,inttnwtie«i,'S'4hiit, . Ui, b*; 
wM to j,ebeient»itbe,wisbsa.'Of the bh!tufn> he. 
ttttttsd hd..did<h»t dsfait'nAei^ dstfriat 
;adUngatimew»ttuetkiahj«s .totbo»;Wisbe*i * 

' /IdfjsdCaaskse sew ho rmaqp totihltorios. 
(iif:Cias(»h}ti«n tlMcb«ptiMtd,i3<Hia».|»t.-.«^' 
hfdhadtoivatl^ tbpie wbft'bNa»n'l)rfi»as-i>.' 
s^iis..dilStt«it| Md tef->. 
•saiiit;to;.te<W|Bbmighd,' thin. .«';With.'iM^Meit't(a 
.thttp(Neri!(d]ltj«tfi» ^totfiqibkHS oCw «Eidt 
pmm toMler jqctoMnhdrdi^ tb«.,deport.iKNii!i 
yivm chsfgpMdsibnjfttoriiei!© 

ga«t^^hh:.fhM4^!Mtot^vh«h^ - 

day' ,wh^ tnat was- to be the.iuideet!h£it 
d«pbeldlfWilsieBi.i.V'r.t *.41 ,:...v v 
dtmediBltthd’ihat.jheffif tm 
stance-eiatbe jipunad^jaf qnidfie instrnctioaai 
to the aitorsK 7 ^f(fliai»ltor mmii^Dga,pi!o<.< 
lenuioa) .case mt then 

jpurbalsdikwli^ 'pit^Minoqh es^' 

anaples tm-to* JhhttM&4ra% sa ooii^dkated aa>i' 
.tbia.'^lff bkam<itotito«{«^ aniiinsushijatt-- 

ibif.ailpesoa|!.f.Vi; U'h ' ■’■ 

t.;i||dpM.*e-«vPohtta'-Ai*st«».3»wMr* ffriglfe- 
to nukr 

|itate ,of p3blkv'.-^i!^dl>to'‘s|s;keAto>raMh*‘i 
ktaMeas-tolloWst.^t ria*. sir,.fqtlitbtt^{H>f> 
.pOHofstollibg thehtototioii iM*4taat4Uttseto.4 
shwpitoanMiMMt crititol stito^o^ihe cmuw;, 
ltty.,:.sitnl-)B’d(^.:«r I am nc6<Awar«'.that; 
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tny other will lx; neressary, than 

what the subject will afford. Whether 
we look to our •foreign or our domestic 
Ittate, whether we hx our view on onr 
colonial establishments, on the stuiatioii of 
our commerce, our finances, of our army 
or navy, whether wc look at the state of 
tlie war, and the chmcG of our state, et^en 
in the event of peace, W'C shall iiud tliat 
on every one of these points^ form in); in Uie 
aggregate the actual state of tiie empire at 
large, there is matter of serious oonsidera- 
fiou, that upon the -whole there i« room 
for much,aniiety, and that to carry us safe 
through tlie present Crisis, will demand all 
tlie wisdom and energy we possess. To 
embrace all this, Variety of subjects in a 
fingle V discussion, would exceed any abjlt- 
tics, however great I and for me to offer 
fven a slight sketch of them, might seem 
‘i|Mesuroption, were .it not that the state of 
^^amirs itself so imperiously calls for investi- 
gation, and the Mn|)ortance of the interests 
at stake, renders it the duty of a member of 
porluiment to bring the sitizatiori of allaits 
before tlio public. It now two years 
since the coinmencemeut of war, a war in 
which w'e are s|f;Ul engaged; undertaken 
after a shorty uncertain interval of itnaA'ailing 
peace. Ijt naturally suggests itself, then, to 
enquire, what were the grounds on %vhicb 
tbe.war was commenced? what the objects 
to wliidi it was directed ? what the p*"®- 
spects of success . witb which it is attended ? 
and whpt the best policy in the conduct of 
It? ^ The first object which presents itself 
U the state of our finances, a subject of iu 
Mlf sufficient for i more tlian one day's dis<> 
aission $ . upon . which ^ . liowevcr, I sltall en- 
ter into no detail,, particuhuiy a^ of late it 
has he^ tlie practice at the eud of the ses- 
sihi^n, to lay betbre thehoirsea statement of 
public, finances, as they stand at the 
time, and 1 ho^ an able and hon. friend of 
nune (Mr. Jqhnstone), . who has already 
distinguished, himself in this business, will 
this ^ear favour the house wHh a sinnh'ir 
exertion of has industry. At , the beginning 
of, ^ war wewqre assured, that the war 
codidbe carried «> for several years, with*" 
outlay addition the capital of the debt^ 
borrowing no more than was, ^tin^uisbed 
bv the ofH^iation of tlie sinking fun^' T 
tm time ^btedUie solidity of diis prpmis^^/ 
nnd.we certain that ft was fitUacioUSi 

tbree>^mrB of t Iw aw forty ^ mtllhms 
have abieady been borrowed, and au addidon 
of at least thirty millions made capl- 
in of W del^ beyond v^'hat the sinking 


fund has redeemed. Such is the effect of 
the WOT, as to the capital of our debt al- 
ready 5 but, when we contemplate the “mag- 
nitude of otir expenditure, when we consi- 
der that last year our expense amounted to 
seventy millions, and that this year, in all 
probability, it wiD be more, it is impossihle 
not to see that our finances, though uii- 
douhtedly they are still great, and with good 
niauugernent adequate to the greatest ob- 
jects, rauit deserve tlie serious attention of 
every British statesman. They are in suth 
a situation as to render either prodigal ad- 
ministration, or wanton expense, in tha 
highest d^ren criminal ; and in a compi.-ri- 
son of our prospects they strongly rernincl us 
that war ought not to be pursued, if peace 
oil fair and honourable tiTms can be oh- 
tained. But, it is not the amount of our 
exti'aordinary viar expcmdilure only that 
must increase^ Evtn ^^’e^e war to cease 
immediately, our permanent expenditure 
must be greatly increased. 1 shall not, I be- 
lieve, be contradicted, when I say that the 
wholcainotint of the interest, &c. ('f our debt , 
will be at least thirty millions, ami lo<»king 
at the state of Fiurope afiar a peace, it can- 
not be imagined that wO could sit down ith 
a peace establishment of less than foity mil- 
lions a year. At a time, then, when the 
amount of the taxes is so great, and when 
for the first time there appears reason to 
conclude from their produce, that they b.ne 
been tvarried as far as they can go, it ihe 
more- necessary to enfjuire whether war be 
indispensable. But. lea\ing this snbic«:t, I 
shall barely allude to tlie state tJic* 
anny, IxJcaUse at the beginning of the r(?s- 
sion.diat subject was so completely discussed 
l>y. . my right lion, friend (Mr. ^^'indhrmO, 
and a notice of a motion has been given by’ 
an hon. colofiel (Cnuiruixl) so well qualified 
to do it justice. This much, howtn er, I may 
obser^ generally, tlnil the necessity Of r.if 
irrnr<nTn>®nt of our army was last year 
\uiivewallyiadmitted. Jt was so particularly 
insisted U|)on by the present 'minister, iir 
the shape of a charge agiiinst Jiis- pre- 
decessor, that it cannot now be forgot- 
tel^ or V disputed. -Yet it has been shewn* 
that any improvement tliat may have* 
taken place is far short both of w hat the 
•fi#|ioiV > right to expfeot* and of what 
its aituafion deirtatided. 1 he sapplementary 
mBHia has been reduced, and this measure, 
as-fatWft it goes, I do no| disanprove of ; but 
be rerUember^fthat if it gives us any'' 
ndvi^fage in point /if discipHiid • and ciuabty, 
it add$ notlung> to our ^lumbei: for honiss 
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flefence. But allowing ns much for this as 
cau be claimed, yet, when we conii>:U*e our 
w'holt^ military tbrce with that of the «ierriy, 
wah liLs incrciihing means, with his imiu- 
tiM i-iipied exertions, with the meiiftced aU 
ia( U upon us, w ithdrawdng oar naval pro- 
icclion to foreign stations, we shall be for- 
ced to conclude that we have, not kept pace 
with the prepress of the foe, 5 that, in coni- 
paiison with our danger, our means of 
security b<»ve not advanced, and that in 
reality the country is now less upon*, an 
c(]ualiLy with the preparations, and with 
the iiKans of France, than it w'as last year 
w ht n ti^c riglit Jion. gent, so strongly ar- 
ra.cutd lilt imbecility and incapacity of his 
puticLC'.-sors in ctMcc. It appears from cj 
p;ipcr i have Left'ie me, that since January 
IbOv), there lune bc*"n raised four thousand 
two or iliic c hundred men, by ordinary re*- 
criiitiijg. Of these above two thousand 
hn\ e been for regiments at home. It ap- 
pears, too, thal the casualties within that pe- 
riod, to the regiments at home, is witnin 
iiundreci and seventy of the whole sup- 
tlKv have received by ordinaiy' rctruHf 
ii:g. And if we reckon, as doubtless w'e 
may, the casualties of regiments on foreign 
stations. f*t least as great as of those at 
home, it w ill follow that the army, on (he 
footing jt luAv stamls, can with diliiculty 
bo kept up by the recruits it receives. The 
rcrlurtion of tlie militia, which makes no 
addition to the mi niliers for home defence^ 
is llic only angmemaiiou whiclt the army of 
tlie country has obtained in the course of the 
}ast year, Ihe w'liolo of this subject will 
be so much more ably stated by the lion, 
colonel (Crauf'urcl) w’h<» has tuiued his at- 
tention to it, that I .''hall abstain l&'ora any 
further remarks, contenting myself with 
saying, that tho.se facts which are within 
the lc\cl of every matfs obstirvaiion, are; 
of iheiusches sufh<’icnt to ^xcilo anxiety in 
so important a branch pf our defence.— I 
piot:ccd now to ilidt which is tlM! grand hul- 
w'arh of our safety, the navy j and . if, as 
we have seen, there i.s no cause to congnt-* 
tulate ourselves on the improvement of our 
fmancest or of our army, J. tear that the 
state of the navy w ill a;d*ord hide more rea- 
son for exultation. ^ J^ast year at 
\vc had in, coiTjmis.siou offtho linu eighty^ 
eight ships, and at th<i niom^ut i 

undernUind the number of tins .das# in 
ccminiHsiom is only n incly -one, , being .aji. 
increase of three hiiit^rijast year. There 
beao been s<*venlfrigate 3 , twenty- 

iwp sloops, • and fifty, tun \n*lgs, I'ho 


number of seamen voted last year w-as 
seventy-eight thousand, and the numb^ 
actually mustered w^a*! above eighty-sevdt 
thousand, being above nbie thousand more 
tlian the vole. ^Vliat the number now’^ mus- 
tered is I cauTTO say, but I apprehend from 
the didiculiy of manning the ships put in 
commission, of which I have heard some- 
thing, that the number now mustered is not 
greater than that mustered this time twch^c- 
nionth . 1 he addition of line of battle diips, 
and of frigates,, we see, is very small, and 
though that of giui-ln’igs is larger in the 
amount, 1 do not think it adds greatly* to bur 
security. I fear, indeed, that the right hbni 
gent, has been deceived as to the importance 
of this class of vesscUi Compared, with Ihfi 
immense number of die enemy, tliey ara 
nothing 5 and if our detente were to det>end. 
on them, we sliould be wTetched indeed.^ 
The improvement of the navy in that claW^' 
of ships W'hich must constitute our chief de- 
fence against every naval attempt of the ene- 
my is by no means satisfactoiy. Jt is ad- 
mitted, indeed, by many on the otlierslde, 
that our navy is not in the state in which it 
ought to* be ) but this they assert as matter 
■ of charge against a former board of admi- 
ralty. That charge, and the defence of the 
accused party, forms just ground of enqui- 
ry into the facts. For my own part, I pro- 
fess io be little versed in the subject, but as 
far as autJiority goes, and as far as my own 
investigations can form the ground of my 
judgment, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
the system of lord St. Vincent was the best, 
.and tJiat if he had remained ' in office lie 
w ould have placed the navy of England in 
t Jiat state of superiority and of pow er wbirli 
nil friends to the country must desire to seieu 
1 ’h» 3 , , hbvvcver,' J only state incidentally, 
and- after tlwj opjwslte opinions so strongly 
advanced, as deserving of examination j and 
with a view to Our situation either for carry- 
ing on war with vigour or negotiating with 
^ect, the JVruy demands the miost seridut 
care and attention of ihe Iiouse.^If from 
ihc^ u^ics iwe turn to our domestic situa^ 
lion; tliea indeed there its* room for a sajjjfa- 
f«U:tion unmingkd. was there ft pe- 

riod, .when the people wore more disposed 
cheerfoUy to bear the burden imposed upon 
them by the circumstances of die times, » 
,Kem .was .there loyalty more active" and ^ 
inore cbrdlai;. ; JMev^eri'was the spirit of the 
whole nation more determined to resist ev'cry 
attack jOju their hidfpeiidf and to defend ' 

themselves at ^ery hazard. But ' while w-e * 
congratulate emrsedves on this plcftsing^pic^' 
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tare, ■.'W8; cannot help obscn ing, that , the 
burden of taites presses liard on many classes ^ 
and we ought the mote to feel tliat burdens 
borne with so much loyalty, sbooW be light* 
eoed^ if possible 5 at leasts jjphould not be 
increased without necessity /^Jf we look at 
Ireland, Ihope that iheie too we shall find 
^njiind of salibfaction, for, ih part, throtigh 
toe conciliating administration of lord Hard- 
wkke, considerable progress lias by^n nude 
In composing that country. More indeed 
has been done by tlie example of the coti^ 
^uences of Prench aid to tlioso who ever 
looked vrith any degree of hope to thecd^ts 
of French co-oj^eration. If the state of Ire- 
land be not yet so satisfactoty as it might be, 
yet there is reason to hope that the Irish 
how see the advantage of British connexion, 
md that they know that what they have to 
expect from Uie liberal'ty and the policy of 
.Great Britain, would utterly be lost by 
French conouest ,• that by cootribuiing to 
the injury of their natuhd friends, by a cor- 
r^ondence with France, they would only 
lie adding themselves to th^ list of slaves 
whom France iiks seduced under lier domi- 
nion, either in an abject di^epdence, or tp- 
tally stripped of their naihe and existence aa 
a nation. Such re^Octlohs and sucK exam- 
ples must have wrought fk great change in 
the s^timeuts even oi the ^affected. But 
still there IS. room ifet £irtliet improvement. 
There is room fur Ihat cOr^ality be- 
twoeU the twocouhtH^i or hdlicr toweeu 
the dift'erent parts e£ the enmire, that In- 
stead of tiding tmr w^nes^, Irelaiid sho^d 
be one of tlie,. chief instrwents df wr 
^eathess > instead of absorbing a large porv 
tion of; our militaiy force to preseh p tian-r 
4^ulHlty, she might contribute lam a por- 
tion to the active milit^ streng£ of the 
Atatc. To me it seems,,, that whi^ any ob- 
stacle remains^' to the. entire satisfaction of 
the cathoiip boilyi hi r«^rd to the objects 
tOT' wbkh theyv {i^|!tianed/Jho. 1^1^ 
the . progws to, and to 

compete cx>-o|^a^Wn^ shbitpf 
what it might h^., ' ^ 
ttk!d8tifes^ aiid by' 
much may be^ dooe^ v I em 
ft is the wish of , lord mtdwiqte tb do eveiy 
thing that di^udit iu^ ^I h^ that 
on uie ipth^ iMeqf mu'channelf,; us ,hei|^ 
they labonr Undejit^tHdism^iqn a divide 

^ gorerhna^t. , ]^tdw!€ke can Uisytr 
give foil to, liitiSlKYsheL,' whjle the Sp* 
condo$our in^ Imlend is atioi^red .||#. imn* 
tfnue$ while the Ayateni of the ^rstor.se* 
cond miller of is so 

' < *• 


different from that which lord Hordwicke 
would be disposed to adopt. Much, there- 
fore, As has been done, yet much remains, 
which a wise administration might accom- 
plish j and Ireland still appears that part of 
the empire to which it is impossible to look 
without some anxiety, and without feeling 
that it merits our utmost vigilance and atten- 
tion. — As to the state of the w^ar, it will be 
fonnd to adbrd as little ground of exultation 
as any of the topics we ha\'e revieviTd. The 
war in India may be thought an exception ; 
but on that branch, as indeed not connected 
with the war with France, and as already 
discussed at much detail on a motion of my 
hon. friend (Mr. Francis), 1 shall* not en- 
large. Let us then shoilly enquire what ha.s 
been the effect of tire war ; what the objects 
of it, and the chanc':s of their attainment ? 
The general object, independent of tJie par- 
ticulai' causes enumerated at the time, I ap- 
prehend to have been the necessity of limit- 
ing the ^randiaement and restraining the 
ambition of France ; and some, I believe, 
went so far as to insist on the necessity of 
reducing her power. What progress^ then, 
has been m(^e in these objects? Is the 
power of France reduced ? Has any barrier 
apinit its increase been obtained ? On the 
contrary, has not Buonaparte placed the iron 
qrown of Italy on his head ? Has he nut con- 
verted Spain from a reluctant tributary into 
an active and efficient ally ? Is not Portng.iJ, 
because we are unable to defend her, 
compelled to furnish a subsidy to be em- 
ployed in the annoyance of her most ancient 
and most sincere friend ? Does not Bclj^Ium 
still continue iitcorporated with France, and 
b not Holland entirely under her control ? 
Are hot both of them compelled to contri- 
bute Uueir exertions for tlie destruction of 
this counhy I Are hot tlieir ports tilled 
with preprationx for invading us ? Is not 
Hattbver occupied by France, and compelled 
tqffifnishsuj^plies for the enemies of her 
Javi^ Mvereign ? Are not the Alps, the 
Pyrenees, the Bbine and the ocean ilie 
boufidaries of France I And, while her 
' pptver on the continent seems botli extended 
and consolidated. Is there are any pmspcct 
I of an efficient confederacy to limit her in^ 
soleuK^ and .reduce her power? Onthecon- 
traiy, .are toot the great powers of the coin 
lit$ent; averse ffiom any continental war K 
tloae^iiot loanee occupy Italy and Switeer- 
iahd,..rHk positions from which to Tall upon 
Austria I . Does sMfe^hot hold Hitnover tot 
watch 4 Ue north pf Europe */ Aud^wh^' 
^.MY^ngth seems ^kus e:|tendedjr hdr 



<973 PARE. DEBATES, June' 20,' 1803.— f<£^ 


positions so formidable, is there any thing 
in hrT intc^3:il .<;itiinti()n to aHTord a ration.!) 
prospect of relief from time or accident ? 
Are her finances ruined, her army mutin- 
ous, or her n;uy dilapidated ? But this 
year wc hare had no comparisons fnmi the 
rij^ht lion. gent. tn^t%vcen the resouroe:3 and 
thecrcHlitof France and this country; we 
have heard no assi*rtioii that she wa.s on tlic 
vcige, nay, in the gulf of bankniptcy ; or 
«ny hope whatever, that ifom w*/int of 
means she would be coinpclied to . give up 
tlio contest. Even sir Francis D’Ivcrnois, 
perservering in his warfare with the Fiench 
fiiiiinces, affords us, at Icast^up to the pre- 
sent moment, little room for c\jjiigralulation. 
The t^xpose, some time sinci' presented by 
the French government to the legislature, 
asserts, that witlioiu new imposts, or extra- 
ordinary rosv)urce-. or loans, the war will be 
maintahied by the roicnue of tliirty millions 
a ytar, and r' .M if the war were to la.st ten 
years, it would add notliing to tlie debt of 
Franco, v\ Idle that of Engiand would be in- 
crea-.ed four milliards. This promi.se re- 
sembles that made by the mini.sters of this 
country at the beginning of the war, but I 
am afraid that hitherio, at Iciiht, it has been 
better kc]it, since even sir Franoi.s IVlver- 
nois lulmits that her contributions in time of 
war w ill cover the deficiency in her receipts, 
and that Ijor domesttf revenues and het tb- 
reign u ntrihntiotis have covered her expen- 
.«es. IJe ihiuK.-i, indeed, that this must 
cease, since the supplies from Spain arc cUt 
off by the vigoious policy of this govern- 
ment ; a policy, however, wliich I fear this 
country wjJl lun e ( ause to me, wlien we see 
thetribufe exchanged for a co-ojxjratiou .so 
active aral .so elfeclual, .as appears now to be 
displayed. That such a country as France, 
with cn active and ingcniou.9 population, 
should ho mined in her iinanccf:, while her 
expenditure confined w ithin thirty millioue 
sterling, it Merc the height ■ of ab^brdity td 
suppo-ic. If, tlien. t^'- \v,:‘ were lb bc a u'ar 
of finances, and allowing every thing fpi* 
the superur Indus:.-/, capital, aitd braiimt rbe 
of this country, it would be vain to attempt 
to conquer by that moans, whife our own ex- 
penditure was little ^hoi‘tof eighty milHoiw, 
and that of our opptnieAt hut thhty millions, 
a year. Bi|t, if we caui u>t raise oiir hopes on 
the aportMchinT; bankruptcy of FnTnce, can 
we Calculate upon the sfcite of her arrn/'^ 
Arc not its numbers cpnmlete, il.s bpititAtn- 
bwken ^ ^ uot comnand^ by the wiosi | 
sAi fill officer^ And d^s it noton evtn'yj 
fide oa upy 
Voi,. V. 


tl|^ 


every 

most fiffn^ablc positions } 


Surely this comparison with our awv^ does 
not encourage flattering hope of atbiin- 
hig the objects of the war. Is the state (rf* • 
htr nav'y more consbJatory to us ? Wc have 
ndJod three ships of the line to our navy. 
France, by extraordinary exertions, has, in 
the course of last year, added tlects to heri. 
The navy of France cannot now be estimat- 
ed at less than forty-elglu i»hip.s of tlie lino ^ 
the Dutch ha^e eleven .sail ; Spain in all has 
sixty-one sail } but, allowing a groat num- 
ber to be unfit for service, I believe 1 am 
Mithin the mark vviieu T spy, that Spain cori- 
tributes to the navy of Friiice twenty-fivo 
ships of the line fit for svivicc. Thas Fraiuj 
^ has in all oighfy-ilirec .ships of tlic line at her 
disposal, being elglu than the fot-*-..' v<\? 
now have. This disproportion, indeed, U 
greatly inrre?iscd, by the ‘.rperiority of bkhl 
and dist ipline posso.s.sed by our seamen. BuL 
.still we see that France, within so slio;t .i 
.space, lias made adv'ar:ces to*ward.s us .li to- 
gether unexpected. She has contrived, (<)o' 

I by well combined pl.ins, and through thp 
want of vigour and intelligence in oiir;;j - 
v’crnmeiit, to scud to sea considerable o.\- 
}>edilion.s. Occupying large div isions of our 
fleets in blockades along J)cr whole line of 
coast, she has equij'ped armaments that have, 
escaped our vigilance, have gor.e to our di.s- 
tint culor.ie':, cominitiing depredati(jns, if 
not to die extent ihey^ might have done, de- 
predations highly prejudicial to our interest.s^ 
and disgraceful to the nation. It certainly 
i.s an extraordinary spectacle' at tiie eml of 
two years of a war, undertaken io limit thu ' 
ag^a.idi/ement, and reduce the power of 
France?, and. ll'.at ii-o uu-l r clixT*in.stanccb, 
particnlarip ah to the iiav al state of France, 
pccuH. I rly fivournble, th^t we now sot* her 
rnoro jHiwehul than evei* on the conlijit ul^ 
growing formidable on the ocean, threatening 
our foreign possessions with a powerful ar- 
mament," of which though we are igurr..ijt 
ofthe de.st;aation, M;e ai-e almost certain that 
it wtil go to some quarter where we Iv.ive net 
an adequate force to oppose it. Tlie circum- 
stances atfendifig llie sailing of the Toulon 
fleet, and its junction with that of Cadiz, 
are of theinbelv'cs siuficiently extraonlinaiy 
to call for enquiry. The Toulon fleet sailed 
twice without being met by our fleet in jlic 
Mediterrane.'^n, which not only shews *oiir 
want of intelligence, but thcM'ant of a con- 
venient station in that sea fiojn which to ob- 
serve the movements of the enemy, d'^cir- 
cum.^itanco, by the way, whicli may serve 
to iilu. 4 tDHfc the importance of Malta, 
whh'ly^i the Isginiung of 
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much was attached. It sailed twice, how- 
ever, witliont lulerruptron, and havin«r ef- 
fected a junction with iho Spaniards at Ca- 
ciiz on the 9lli of April, proceeded to ^ea 
again. And is it not an extraordinary cir- 
cumstance, that now, on the v.()ih of Jiuie, 
we should be igno’Viut of the destination of 
so larfv an ann.nnent, which sailed frtaii 
Cadiz (ill tliofitli of April, to slrik'o a blow' 
at ot r/ar l<iivig,n settlements? In- 

deed, so O'riranjciioary is this alKiir, tluit the 
house ou^ht not to separate till il bo inves- 
tisMtoil. [ must add, too, that t lie conduct 
of iho olliivv wjio r(nnr:ianded our tlect'olf 
v.htn the i'roneh appeared, on llio 
fa(' 0 (*i il a ll., ier eiKjiiirv. 1 do not mean 
to sa v tliat sir .lo;m Orsle m jy not ‘be aide 
to jii.-.thy hiiiiboh" } ho (V' ta'nly was ^re:\tly 
ii'.i'orior in ipoint of niimbeis. Vv^e trust, 
on iv.aiiy oiv lvoiis, to th.e sa])erior:ry of our 
navy und^*’* great inequabry of numlrors, 
but nrth Mg li.is iiu re icnriivi to rrcate that 
excellcMiie, w ji. h j.isiihi ^ l!io. (onfidencc, 
than the soiu.d disiTciion e':ere:-,cd ia the 
appcdiitmeni .n naval eennnandcrs, a dis- 
cretion on will. Il die public opinion ouglu 
to have no incansi hji.ible weight, because 
that ('piinon calls lorth the incnt it rewards. 
I do not bbnio sir John Orde boaiu.Je he iii- 
btanlly put to .sea as soon as'the French iieet 
app(Mri.d ; he was inferior to thvi enemy 
doubtless j hut there' nre occasions -when 
high spirit, and a strong feel mg of the pub- 
lic caiL'j, will inriiice men to run great 
risks for grc'at tibjects, and it is on such oc- 
casions wlien bold ^at tempts are olVcn cnj^i- 
ed with sut'i ess, or at least fnid the bestfjp- 
solation for disappointment. The striking 
fict is, tkiT .sir John Ordc made, a retreat 
frcjiTj Cadiz at the tiioineiit wlicn a junction 
was to he eihcted, from which the mc'^f im- 
portant criusequences, and probably great 
disasters fo tliis country, were likely to en- 
jsue. Sir John Ovde, however, inaybeper- 
iLCtly justiciable, I only say that the atfhir 
calls f;r iij\estigation. The. state of h*is fleet 
may have been h as to make it improper 
for h'm to do that which, with a fleet in 
puili.Me (udor, hewould H|.yv altenipted. [ 
Iiave seen a j»a*|)cr which gives an account wf 
the v/])olc and 'of each sliip respective- 

ly of his fleet. The Glory is stated to hayo 
been hurt in her mast, and othferwif>e c/Ot of 
repair j.-jflie Defeni^’c was Iv.iky, nfid is since 
gone mm dock ; the Agamemnon was likc- 
wise^dp^ective in j^oints, so tbePol-y- 

plicmiis'and Henown. lY this i^pre.^giita- 
tioij’ be correct, it involves a seriod.s 
iigaliJst ilic adniiriUt y j 'buf thp 


ships should have wanted water, which* 
might h:n e been had from the const of. Pi.>r- 
tugal, or from Gibraltar, 1 am at a loss to 
.say. At any rate, howdver, v.hy divl not 
sir John Ouie leave behind stune ve.s.'-.els 
to watch and to trace the enemy, run! to give 
such information, either to lord ' Ntd.'On, 
when he airtie down the jMediterrane.ni, or 
to go\ crnmvnt ai Iioin<*, that the foe might 
have been jiui'niifd with a proindfdity of 
overtaking him ? Wliy did not .sir John 
f)rde, if ho thought hhn.solf iinecpial in any 
manner to engage the enemy, .stand away to 
Fei rol , and,' joining that .squadron , ol .st ruct 
the .s.inini> of (he enemy’s nrmanu nt, and 
p(‘rhaps defeat it ? Or, miyju Ic' nol have; 
taken a middle station, to watch them till 
joined bv sonie r)ther squadron ? Y'he.'.c are 
all very inij'i riant ciren: i iit.-inc.es ; the public 
experts the clucK'.ilion (d* ilieiu. ; and it is 
the d‘;ly of the hon.-.e tf) Ic.cl Ik' way in the 
enquiry. As to thcMUx-.tiuatiori oi’ rheJlc'ci, 
Jamaica appeal s to me llie most id eiv object, 
and there is a rmrK.ur ia town, which at 
least niay be tiue, that it hc:‘> been atraekrrh 
After that, Brazil appears iIk* mo.l prnb..ble 
object, and il is one swe:y way of \ad im- 
portance : as :i nv'li'.'irv .«(.ition, it would 
give the enemy the command of our Incliii 
trade. We could not blockade Kio Janeiio; 
and our India fleets mu.t go under a convoy 
as strong a -5 the enemv on (hat .sraiion might 
be. As auK-’liary to mtimalo ^ in India, 
it would be of vast r<.n.s:'(|uence, and it 
would supply .ship timber j it would atlbrd 
iu3mcn.se wealth, and it would nflcct onr in- 
terest, by de priving ui r f the Brazil coHon, 
so essiintial in our r..; t:nfacturcs. If their 
object, hovvc*\ cr, be. tlie Kasr Indies, I sli;ill 
rejoice, because there I am pc rsnaded, that 
though tJjey may do cja\»idcivljle injniy, 
they will least aflcct our perm.meiU interests, 
and will, in the end, mo.si certainly bo ow-r- 
cothe; and with such oiiiccr.s as .sir Kdw.ird 
Pellexv and sir Thomas 'iVo abridge in that 
quarter, there woulflbe little chance of tiicir 
acquiring; any a.sccndern'y by sea. Ju c\ery 
quarter to which ti.ey may go, h()we\cr* 
they can meet v'itii no fierce adequate to op- 
pose them, and the q\;e.stion ajqicar.s to he 
only this. Where arc they likely to do the 
least dam."!gt? ? ' If we escape we ('an a.-crihe . 
it only to Providence, unlcs.s wecaVulatc 
the same mismanagement in this that has 
been conspicuou.s in (heir formw naiiil ex« 
p^litions, which,^ ho;vvev*er, in iho pre?oi>t 
c»r4imnStance.s, is n*i so likely as on ot>jcr orf- 
ca.sions. — Siu b, (h|n, i.s the sihiadou cd’ ifio 
wary tile war th^t to lim?.^ the ambit\civ 
? 
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and reduce tlie power of France. * But we 
I)a\ 0 rf?sif»ted the threatened iiivason ! TJiis 
appears to me a very futile boast. The in- 
- vasion was threatened at tlic beginning of the 
war, and it is threatened now. If it Ji;:s 
not hitherto been attempted, (hat may be 
ascribed, not so ninch to oiir domestic pre- 
paratioii, as to the snpcriorily of our navy. 
I, for one, never believed that the invasion 
would iininediately be attempted. It has, 
in a great measure, answered wJiat probably 
wj!i Its end ; it has kept the nation in per- 
petual alarm', and exposed ns to immense 
expense, without at all advancing the object? 
f)f thi* war, and all the preparations for the 
desi»;:i are according to the infonnation in 
the king’s speech, still continued. That 
one groat object of llso ('nemy was to di6:rilct 
our attention, is highly probable ^ but, if 
invasion ever was the object, rlieie is no 
mv-xai whatever to believe tijat it is nhan- 
douod. Vvli ,tever Buonaparte's character 
in « idler respects may he, wc hcuc not .soeii 
that js a soidfcr lie is subject to passion 5 he 
is not to be inciti'd by taunts, to an attempt 
for wl'.ich tilings are not ready j but if arfiiirs 
hc*e aie c(»iuUu:ted as they have l ecn, when 
our Beets arc si'attercd in pur.-uil of tlie 
cunnv, when our troops arc disjxTsed in 
^ fereigtj ^^•ttlements, that attempt for w'hich 
p'lep.i rations ha\e ne\ or been relavcnl a 
inoint‘nt, may at last be tried ; and that 
Biioiitiparlc sees all these combmations there 
c\ai he lu^ doubr. 'Jlic bo.^t of not being 
invaded, is one of tJie most idle and absurd 
whic!'. it is possible to conceive. — sir, I 
have .sjiervn, from unquestionable facts, that 
lio material improvement has taken place in 
our miiitary and naval r-tate ; that none of 
the objects of the war have been attained ;■ 
and that no jirogrcss whatever has been made 
toWiUds them, or is likely in future. In 
• situatiiiu, it is the Irnwrious duly of the 
liouse lo (m:! upon ministers to give us some 
raiioniil prosjwt of pursuing the v/ar with 
suc<-c!>s, or of explaining to us that jicaccon 
equitable and honourable terms is not tu be 
obtained. — Tin.-. lcad.s me to notice the stale, 
of our contiiieiilal alliance, as ulJudod to iu 
the .sjjoccli from the throne, in the speeclteb 
ol* the inijfister, or in other communiciifu»iis. 
On llii.'* lic.ad, too, I fear there b nothing 
on -wbic h we can congratulate ourselvtr^. 
Wliile Buoiiaparltt’s poweiL on the coi\ib 
nent rem nns unimpaired, he exercises over 
his ueigliboiirs an iinluw*nce of policy or.in- 
iimidatiou wii;,:|j af ^fresent leaves jiteb. 
loom to iiojj/r fi'r-t'ibqielvco-opcratikin. Af 
.tlie oJ tic^.,'5bsion \v;5 Nveit; toM, 
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notwithstiuiding them transaclious, so re* 
pnguanr to every sentiment of moderation 
and justice, I h.ive recendy received a com-: 
n'jiinication from the French government^, 
conuiiuiijg profc.s^ions of a pacific disposi- 
tion. I have, in coc.-’secpience, expressed my 
earnest desirv? m einbimxj tlte hr.'il oj)jior;u<* 
nllv of restoring the blessings ».d' pea'v, on 
'.uch ground.^ a.s may be conslstcrti vvUii the 
permanent <;alL;^y and intere.«r.? oi’ my do- 
minions j but am coutident on will ;>giw 
wiiji me, that llu»se objects arc closclv 
a^nnected with l!io g^neniJ .security of 
Europe. I i>av;?, (hcrefore, not thought 
it right to cntci in'o any mr>re particulnr 
explanatii'n, v. itiioiit piv-vioiis coiumnnira- 
lion with tlUM' powers on iJie continent 
with whom 1 am engaged in conti-.’.ental 
inlercot'.ri-o and cnitiK'xutn, with a view 
to that iuiporUuit object, and e-:>eeiiilJy 
willi the emperor of Hui^ia, who has 
given the .strongest jjroofs ot' llie v, i'O and 
dignified .'•enrimeuts by wliich lic is aninia-* 
ted, and of tlic warm intcre.st he takevs in 
the safety and inde|x*iKience of Eunipe.*’ — 
There is no instance, 1 believe, of tlie hou^u 
being tlius left so me.cli in the dark, not of 
the actual state of things, but of the views 
and objei'ts of govcnimeiit. llio fo -mcr it 
may be proper to ( O'neca'l j but fd tbti 
latter, ran it be fi» that the Jiouw' ‘•hould 
be ignorant, when tl^e jMibJic is to umlergQ 
the burdens they may imtilvc ? Tlie coni- 
! muniration.s on such subjects dining the 
[ \var have been generally of three kinds: 
’either they state, tlut peace, through tluj 
s M t and "ambition of tlie enemy, is un- 
n^uable; or that propositions have been 
received^ but not such as to jiKiify lelixa- 
tion in the conduct of government, vr prv> 
pnratiunsff);* the war ; ('r, iri^>‘vly, they iiavtj 
aiinoi.uccd negotiations, the rc'-.ult (;f whidi 
would in clue time he bid bcKae pr.riij- 
ment. But Jiis majesty’.*; .«pcecli n:e:'cJ/ 
buys, that to au own u re, on the face oi it 
fair and open, no ari'^ubr c;ffi be given, 
Ihxxiusc lii.s majesty is engaged in contideu- 
tial intcrciHiise with odicr powius. No 
views whatever 6ft hve ppiicy to w Inch tluit 
intercourse' b di^fe'ettd ; no hint, w^licl her it 
is an iiitercouihc pointing to airangement 
for peace or for w^ap, 'is* given, • Sndi was 
the ignorance of pariknneut nt Uic gpen- 
ing ‘of the S'c^'sion. ’ From some of this 
principles !»Xafe-i in aholh*»r part . <'f ‘he 
tpw'h, of w lfw-h d'la»V».' j\Mi! ;g> Extract, 1 
unr so far fro!;i iibsei:ting> that d am happy 
do take this oppCKtunity of expressing rujr 
c<xicu^fhce in them to any fair cQu?e- 
■ 2^iL 2 ’■ ■' . ■ 
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<j[uenccs to which they can be carried. 
The speech says, that the interest of this 
country is connected with that of tlie con- 
tinent ; and tliat proposition is peciiiiafiy 
true in the present circumstances of Great- 
Britain and of Europe. I therefore distinctly 
avow my assent to this proposition, because 
without a great and powerful co-oj5enition 
on the continent there can be no chance of 
reducing tlio power of France ; and because 
unlc.ss, failing that, the great powers take a 
part in negotiation in one shape or other, 
my hope of permanent peace will be much 
weaki^ned* Ihit, in saying tlHs I must say 
Itio, tlwt unless the co-oiH?ration of the con- 
tinental poT\crs be such as to afford a 
ntional prospect of success, it would not 
bo desirable. Intlvtt case, too, it appears 
to me tliat a separate peace, on moderate 
tr'rms, would lie preferable to a mere de- 
fensive w'ar. If, indeed, the enemy w'ere 
to be so unreasonable as to reject all equi- 
table terms, the nation would then not 
only suhmir to a defensive war, but to every 
.s;icrifice and privation, rather than hill down 
at the feet of France. Then, indeed, jt would 
be proper to make no peace, and the spirit 
of the country would make none , till every 
resource had been exhausted and every 
exertion tried j till we could say in the 
word.s formerly quoted by (he right hon. 
gent . — ** Potuit qu.T plurima virtiw, Ike.”—- 
This extreme ca.M? is not likely to occur 5 
but if, reduced to the necessity of that de- 
fensive war, 'which is only not worse than 
ail inadequate peace, it Avould be Jjie 
duty of the house to see that it was 
conducted as to be even more dangerous 
than peice, and to take care that every 
cUbrt should be well directed, and every 
expense applied with economy, I'he other 
alternative I have mentioned is a separate 
jieaoe, in ca^e the co-opeiation of th*^ coii- 
tinetit or the concert of other powers in 
negotiation were unavailing. I hope such 
a.pt‘ace will not take; phire. It is impossible 
to. say beforehand, however, what .such a 
peace might be *, it might be better than a 
mere defensive war. A ggpat responsibility 
would be on tho.se w ho excluded it, as t j 
the (i me and the terms of it, and obtaining 
tljLe best j^lprifies which circumstances 


TfouM 
♦o b e 
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But, at any rate they ought 
!5, if violated, would at once 
strongest light, . the injustice 
lice of the eneni/. Upon these 
siiall not.dll.'ite, as it is impossible 
pate either the ctr<nimst;mces that 
ti/y or condemn such n CriSW'tion, 


whether peace were negotiated in cc'njtipc* 
tioii with our allies, or under tliO mediation' 
or giwrantee of other jjowers. Let us nofw,* 
then, examine the answer sent by our go* 
vernment to Buonaparte's overture. Hiid 
we at lint tirtie been engaged in alliance 
with Rus.^ia, or had negotiation? with that 
power been S(' far advanced as to be on the 
eve of conclusion, it would have been 
highly proper .to decline any negotiation till 
Russia was consulted. If the negotbtions 
for alliance were in an advanced progress, 
surely they ought now to have been 
bmught to a conclusibh. If they were not, 
might not minist(‘rs have answered Buona- 
liarte^ and pointed out a negotiation with 
other powers, as that most likely to lead 
to pcficf? ? As far as appears, there was not 
sufficient reason, so far as our intercourse 
with Riis.sia was cct^cerned, for not giving a 
more direct answer to a diret:t overture. 7 'h#Te 
is a wantof infonnation on the subject, 1 con- 
fess, which leaves us much in the dark in this 
disciis.sion 5 but it is to supply that infor- 
mation that the present motion is, in part, 
intemlcd. Since the opening of the session, 
hpwe\'er, we have received another com- 
nuuiicatioh — the message now on the table; 
We are told, ** that the communicatioiii 
which have taken place, and are still de- 
pending, between his majesty and some of 
the powers of the continent, have not yet 
been brought to sucli a point as to enablts 
his majesty to lay the result of (hem lie- 
fbre the house, or to enter into any farther 
explanation with (he Frciicli government, 
comLstcntly with the sentiments expressed 
’ by his majejjty at the opening of the pre- 
! sent session.” I have said that tiie speech 
i at the opening of the session Icil us ig- 
! norant of the state of the intercourse with 
Russia, and we receiied no informal ion 
(ill, on the opening of the budget, the right 
hod. gent, stated Uiat he propostxl to rcscnc 
li\*e millions to be voted afterwards, us siil>- 
' sidles to foreign powers, if ciramistaiires 
! rendered it expedient. Fiw month.? have 
[elapsed since that time, and still we have 
no information, eitlior on (lie actual state 
of die negotiation or the objects of it, ex- 
cept as far as it may be gcuhered fmm 
the subsidy we are' called on to vole. The 
mode of prot*eeding, at the beginning of 
the session, appeared unprecedented, and 
this ^till more so 5 for wc arc called on to 
vote money for objects we do not know,: 
Tgiiorant whether t we* money is to be in tlifl 
first instance ajiplira to prosec\Ate tiie wai, 
or only in case the relq? i' rta?oaauln 

/v ' r 
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terms of pe.nc?, which it may now be in- ) 
tended to propose. This indeed would be 
to leave a large discretion with- ministers, 
such as never before was claimed. Last ^var, 
indeed, a sum was left at the discretion of{ 
ministers, ' but it was after the object i 
W'as thoroughly known, the power to which } 
it was granted ascertained, not to men- 1 
tion tJiat the amount, a thing of no small I 
ractical importance, was so much less, 
ut here tlie cause, the means, the pro- 
spect of co-operatiOn, its value, its applica- 
tion are beforehand unkuowm, and it is to 
be left at the discretion of the minister to' 
apj)ly five millions in any manner, to any 
purpose, and to aiw power he may think fit. 
Surely the house will not so far abdicate its 
Ihuctions, as thus, blindfold, to vote away 
its essential right of controliug the applica- 
tion of the public supplies. Subsidies un- 
doubtedly may sometimes be expedient, but 
the policy ol’ gmnling them will depend 
on the object to which they are directed, 
the power that is to receive them^ and 
his abilHy and disposition to render a fair 
equivalent of service. The time of granting 
them ou.’ht to be considered. But at pre- 
sent Isow ilo we know who are the powers 
to be subsidised ? Can we expert an efii- 
dciit co-(*peratJoii witliont one of the great 
powers, A islria or Prussia ? Without them, 
would the co-f)peration of Russia, even the 
greatest of the other powers, not to speiik 
of Denmark or Sweden, lie worth piir- 
diasing ? And what is the time ) If Rus-”' 
ski be the prmcrjial power to be subsidised, 
shall \vc be tohl at tlie end of June that 
it is necessary to come to this vote for any 
elHcient co-operation tliis season ? Let us at 
least be informed of the grounds and object 
of the allinnce with Russia, If the negotia- 
tion, after so long a delay, be not ready, 
surely its consummation cannot be distant, 
if it be at all probable. Then let the house 
sit till the atfiiir be adjusted ; and whatever 
inconvenience might arise to individuals 
from a protracted session, it is the duty of 
all to attend the business of their country 
on an occasion of such magnitude, invol- 
ving the highest privileges, and most im- 
portant functions of a house of commons. 

1 have thus laid betbre the house, at greater 
length than I could have vdshed, a lew ge- 
neral outlines of the situation of the coun- 
try, critical, in the opinion of all, beyond 
any i^jiti^niple. EnTy fact which is betbre 
every consequence t\) which those ' facts' 
evidently lea,^ impose uj^on us the duty of 
investigating ''UT situuYan ; aud parliament 
\ \ I I 


ought not to separate till it has asc^rtain^' 
die real state of the country. If the motion oiF 
which I gave notice appeared to me neces*^ 
sary a few days ago, it appears more fife 
and seasonable, in consequence of the mes-; 
sage presented yesterday ; and, when called^ 
upon to vote a sum of five millions, without 
information of any kind, I trust the housd 
will hesitate before they pledge their own 
credit, and the money of tlieir constituents^ 
in a manner so unasual. I therefore move> 
“ that an humble address be presented tb' 
his majesty, praying that he will gra^ 
cioiisly pleased not to [irorogue his purliameiitf 
until he shall have been enabled to afibrd^ 
to this house more full information witif 
respect b<ith to his majesty's relations with- 
tbreign powers, and to his views and pro^- 
spects in tlic contest in which his majesty is 
engaged." 

Ixird Ca^tlereagh sai l, he did not meaii 
to follow the hon. gout, through the whole- 
«>f his statements, but merely to reply 
to the general points of his argument. 
The hori. gent, had coni ended that it was 
not consistent with the duty of the bouse 
to place such a discretion in his majesty's 
government, as the vote of the sum alluaed 
to '.WHild -amount to ; but before he sat dowtv 
he trusted he should pcrsna.de 't)ie house 
that if they couKl not intrust such a discre- 
tion to the prtsciit government, they ought 
to substitute some other government, to 
which they could intrust' it, and that no 
case could w^arrant their with-holding it; 
butJt want 6f confidence in his majesty's 
g^|p*ninent, that, if an occasion .should ansc;’' 
they would not assemble parliament to coni-* 
municate the matter to them. He con- 
curred in a great part of tHo speech of the' 
hod. gent. He agreed particularly iu what 
he had slated in the outset of his speecli, 
ihat there never had been in a period iiv 
the hi.story of the country, when the peo]di5- 
had been more true to themselves and their 
real interesta. He concurred too with the' 
lion, gent.,, tliat if Ireland was not precisely 
in tlie state in which it was desirable it 
should l>e, it. was yapidly edvanemg toward* 
it. He was ready to join issue with the 
hon. gent, in his uvellminary matter, .tor 
he pertectly agreed with him. Hie hon. 
gent, might'justly call upon Iiis maje.'tty's 
ministers to jiutity and explain the manner it|' 
which they had applitHl the ix^sources afi4 
^ctlitiespf the country, ' find how they had- 
di$|>C}sevi of them in the jrt bsenuli'ojvof 
war, Tl'v hon. gent, had in this vicnV ad-^ - 
verted' ti lhe*i»tale of 'the uriny iwad 
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nzyy. It was^ satisfactory, however, to his 
rig}it bop. friend, as it must liave been to 
hbiisc, that on the first point to which 
tiw hon. gent, had acTvcited, reJative to die 
finances of the country, he' had made no 
charge against tlie able administration of 
that deparlment. The prosperity of the 
cpuntVy, which was t« bo inferred from die 
flourisliing state of its finances, was certainly 
po argument for the prosecution of a war 
i^t was not in itself just and neces.^my. 
5^c lion. gent, had stated that the war had 
teen begun under an assnrance Uiat no ad-» 
dition would be made to the national debt 
ti the prosecution of it. Ihit tlie'hon. gout. 
Inust rocodcct that this 'statemont had boon 
made' ill' the contemj)latit»n of a certain 
q^iantuni of war e .pensos, and if tliat ratio 
of expenditure li:id not been oKcocded, this 
country would ha\c been in the singular 
riiuation of niainlainiiig a war expoii- 
ilLture of 2.5,C)do,0(X)l. nnnu.all}', without 
adding to its debt. WJicn the war com- 
mcnccd it Iiad a .singular character, the 
enemy threatened our existence, and avo 
had to pro\ide in that in.stauoe only for our ^ 
defence. Since, however, it had been die! 
policy' to apply our luijitnry resources not 
only to the purjioses of defence, but for 
active odensivc operptiotis if an occasion 
Should otfer. The hmi. gent, had stated, 
that- now, at the end of two years of war, 
ouVdebt Imd been iiu roamed thirty millions. 
The fact w:n, that this was the nominal ad- 
dition to it, and, not inure than hail’ that 
t»um h.ad been borrowed. 'I'ho lion. gent, 
iwd animadverted on ihe stat.e of the aiitny 
9nd navy, and ' Iizd made a chai'ge of w\'iiit 
of vigour font idl'd ujion it against his nuv 
jesty’s govei'iunent. lie had .stated th.U our 
military silu-uion had not been improved. 
Tlie hon. gent, could not hroe looked at- 
tentively. at the subject, or he would not 
have rated so low our general military pojji- 
tloh, nor stated that it liml not undergone 


efforts of former governments for tluit pur- 
pose. In tlio year 180i2, our whole regular 
force, exclusive of militia, was one hun- 
dred and seventy-four thousand men j on 
the 1st June, 18()5, it was one hundred and 
.scveiity-six thousand eight hundred and 
ftincty-niiic, so that it was now three 
I thousand more than at the period when it 
had been higher than at any former period 
ofour history; therefore the picture the hon. 
gent. )iad drawn of our military strength 
was too gloomy and unfounded. If tJic 
hop. gent, took the period of the change of 
adinini.slration, it would be found, that the 
military force had bciii imjM-ovcd in (juality, 
as wall as carried to as high a degtee as 
pd.s.sihlc under tlie circumstances of tlie 
coiinirv. The gross amount of -the military 
force wa.s, in IHOd, two hundred and thirty- 
two thousand, at pre.senl it was two Iiundrod 
and forty-sevon tbouoaiid, - being an iiiciry.se 
of lifteen tlionsand on the groo force. The 
troops serving abroad ainouiiled at prc'^ent 
to sixty-seven thousand, being an increa.se 
of nineli^n-thou.sand above wlial they were 
ia J 80 d, so that lliere was a toMl increase 
of thirty-five thonsdnd regular troops since 
I that period. The di.spo.sable infanhy were, 
in IHOd, ninety-eight thousand ; they were 
! now one hundred and twenty thousand, bc- 
\ ing an increase of twenty-two thousand ; so 
j tliat our military force was now greater than 
I ever, and proved the country to be in a 
situation highly encouraging, so far from 
•justifying, th.c gloomy views of the hon. 
■gent, 'ihe noble lord then .stated, that lli© 
j regulnr recruiting had pi ot lured w ithin the 
1 first four luonlh-s of this, year .seven llion- 
I sand four Iiundird and si\ty-four, and there 
had been lecruitcd th'.rtcui ihou.sand from 
the militia, making together an accession 
of twenty thousand. 'Ihcro Avas therefore 
roa.snn to expect that hftceii thuu.sai'd more 
would be obtained by the regular recruiting 
ill tjie next eight months of ihe year, by 


a considerable improvement .since tl ic period tlie other means of procuring an accession 
with AAdiich he had compared it. As to the to the army, tJiree thou.-and had been ob- 
gfeiicral. amount" of the military force, Ji.e tained during the last fi\c months of last 
'should not deny that it Avns highly desi-^ year, and five ihousiuid in the fn>t: five 
rabie to add to our military strength as mu h I months of this' year, and vith'.ut at all 
as possible, and to cany it e\en beyond interfering Avitli the regular recruiting. The 
/Avliafit was at present. J3ut when the, lion, ^^ext point to which the lion, member had 
representecl it as inadequate, Jic ought adverted Avas the state of the navy. He had 
JO . have ctsn^ared if with its state at some considered- oiily the number of .ships in 

" tbynier of our History. He was commission, but in order to make a lair 

aware;thaf^s would hot be a jiisl criterioiS and. impartial cumpari.s')n, Jic ouglu to haw 
fi£ its '^pi^ent aAlerpiiicy, btrt it would-be a tajicn into his viijiv 'ihe number tlitf hj;i 

‘ crltqir^ll^if the 'power, of calli'n^ forth the been put out of^.a-ommis-siost. Sineb t ic 

the country/ of the ^rioJ alluded to ^Jj^a e had added t# 
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Ills majesty’s navy twenty-three ships of the forci;pi stations or at home. Tlie 
Jine,» fifty-eight frigates, eighty-two gun- fiiht directed their whoJe attention to ti\& 
brigs, and thirty-two fire-ships, making in invasion of this country j before they chaii- 
all an addition of one hundred and seventy j ged tliat (diaracter of the war, the 'hoh* 
sail; and notwithstanding the niunber put j gent, would not have approved of the dis- 
oe.t of commission from being unlit for ser- j tributioji of the na'.al force by his niajesiyi 
vice, and casualties, &c. the uuinher of j miifiators, if whilst die enemy's fleets were 
veS‘>o]i of all descriptions now in commission I in iiresl, iiochefort, Toulon, kc. our /bred 
exceeded those in 1804 by one hundred and j a! home were to liave. been weakened 10 
hi^ty sail. Hut the comparative state '»f j detach .-qinflron^? to. the West-Inclle^. ..It 
the navy must depend on the exigency of: was sud^cient to hive the means of .sending 
t!ie inonieiU and tlic duty it Jiad to perform, I a force fioin home to follow tJic enemy 
and on that grouiid he was prepared to argue [ any part of the world. The .iirrangeiueui^ 
it. 'riic hon. member, in that part of his j had been made with a view to kcepove^-, 
spcecli V herein lie Jiad slated that all the j tlie enemy a superiority at Toulon and 
objei'ls (;f illy war had failed, had appeared | hlediterranfan, at (’alais, Fenol, 
to have mistated the (^bj(‘cls of the war. ! foi t, Ihvst, X-c. The: e wa- besides ^ strong^ 
llfs iinpiwssion of tlic ol)jC<-ls of the war v.as, . sqnadmti off Ireland. Ko point had 
(and tiie lioase wouKl rci'wltcct what ohje/‘ts ! neglected, and the . superiority had h.eeii , 

it had sanctioned b) iis approbation,) p('i a I in rained in every stafum. The argumcnj; 

spt 1 ulati^e hope of reducing the power of I ol the lion, member relati\e to the d|* 

f'rara'i*, or its intiuenre on tire omtinent ; i the eneuiy’s fleet, would go to give up. the. 
not the speculative liope of being able to ' hkn kading system altogether. Jf a fleefc 
coutine it within its present limits, or of ' could get out of ;i p<^i*l wliero otir f(>tve w.is 


J educing these limitji ; no, it was the con- 
vieti<»u irresistibly impressed on the nnnds 
of I'lS majesty’s ministers, and on die coun- 
try, that they had no clioico, that they had 
only the alternative whelhor lliey should 
<'n ;;ago in the war with some securities in 
thejr ivo'i''-ession, or endeavour to conciliate, 
\vhi. h lie cuiUendeil would inn o been cri- 
minal, and might have atilrded tlia boa. 
[M'ut. aground of charge again‘'4his njajc'»ty\ 
g)\erumcnt. 'I’he 1k)ii. gent, liad staled 
this of tlie v ar to 5 lavc been to re- 

duce by i)uro\vn erTbrts the v. liole power of 
Fiance, ainl ilien liad charged iJio iucrea'>ed. 
meai'.s of tie.: c-neiny as a prt.>of of the fai- 
lure of hi -i majesty’s mlni'jiers, ;ind ihc ob- 
jeels of tiu* war. lint i:,.’ should hav'^e 
shewn ilvi the Frencli ruler would not hav'c 
proceeded in his prugvoss of tyranny and 
r.stirparion from the rhiciic of France to 
that of Italy, from the plundv'r of Holland ! 
to the subje( tioii ill wiiicli he kept Spain, 
Switzerland, and the continent, if we had 
ct/nti lined at peace, in order to prove liis 
m.iji'sty’s miiiisiers culpable. Tlie non, gent, 
after having untiuly represented the objects 
of tlie war., had proceeded to a criticism 
<'11 the manner in uliich it had been con- 
ducted. He thought ITS h.ighly as any one 
of the naval resonna'S t)f this country, but 
he did not think them <'apabh* of aflort^ing 
«s a comm.iuding- .Mipenewity on foreign 
\itious, and eiiabii ig i.s to <'ontinne the 
hmclmdes at/lmme. Vv’ liad to rhoo*.e 
wljetJ'icr we s; ould kc'. dt^wii oui* force on 


stiongcr, it could l■c:^.lilll/ get into a pmt 
wlj(Te if was weakest .d'lto Inui. inemher ap- 
juc.ired (v> iii.dniiate that blame was impiutabl^ 
to ^ir Jolm Orde and lord NTelson, for the 
escape of .the Toulon dec t. The nature of 
a b!(;ekadc was .sndi, tliat tJiere was perliap'd 
bur one <)r two pc'rls iti the vv'orld that 
could be Cv;mpletcly blockadi'd, and therp^r 
fore wh'. n tlie cT.Ciuy was Writching th« op^ 
p >nciiiiy, curt »inly nut glorious lohinuself, of 
s'c-nl'Jigout, ii was not surprising that they 
j had ^v.ccceded. He hoped, tlwreforci the 
I hoii. gent. Wi)uld notporvwer«e in detractiQ^ 
j from the glories and the laurels of the 
I noble lord, wl-.o was equally distinguished 
I as a p inaot ainl a hero. The lion. gent, had 
cliarged upon his majesty’s mini.'^ter^ ihJaj; 

I they uiel not know to what part of tliv' world 
I lac eneiily’s fleet Ivid proceezled ; hut the 
information that a government iiMjally bad, 
was ns to the force in the liart'w'urs of 
the enemy, and the naturo of their equip- 
ments, which miglit lead I > ;) conjec- 
ture of their deNtinaiion. Tiic ncble lotid 
who. coniinanded the (‘liannel licet ha'd 
general instructions to deficii in purs-\iit 
of any of the enemy's squndroii'' that should 
escape from the western ports ; whan tlie ' 
enemy changed tlicir mode of warfare,* 

k-.i 1.'. 


follow them to any part of the workk' 
nO\v came to that p:ift of t\i(: hon. 
man's .speech which «u'as mo^t 
I fa w.is ' .imiy to find that the hon.^ 
liad rj difference wiMi him oil the geherSI ’ 


y 





ffl^lp}0^AW^ Bad admitted tfast it wat 
.|iR^dsib}0«t0*aescare the permaoeAt inter- 
atahiof thiac^otr^^ and pafiicnlarly at tbit 
IkDA. Tbe hon^ gent, had stated> that the 
•mtnre of the French government alluded 
0 izKtte !»>eech from the tiuone, wsia frank 
tiKid open/ but if the hon. g^nt. bad advert* 


' edttOUie spirit of the message of the French 

§ tf> his council a days after, he 
not be likely to designate the overture 
and open^ nor would be think that 
iSKmId have been gained by acting ui« 
eonsidetatdy upbn it. He tnzsted the hoose 
Illiquid adhere to the ^timents in their ad- 
drWf tb^t his m^ijesty would not return any 
linger to the overtiucj till bb should com-* 

S " nlcate wiih the po^ver$ of the continent 
t hon. gent, had stated, that there were 
tfireedesciipHons of communications usually 
xnadb Co the house .it its assembling pending 
■iwar* either that the uar was to be con- 
.Itnued from the impossibility of making 
or that no eligible terms could be 
obtained, or that negotiations were going 
on. As to the Litter Head, the ccmrararca- 
tlon of his majesty's speech was as ^mple as 
iuif the crown usually made, ft was impos- 
^le that hi^ majesty could give any further 
^epmtnunicatiou to parliament, and he called 
Oq the house to pUi e confidence in his ma- 
ministers. It was impossible, under 
idL the circumstances of the case, to give a 
l^^lOre detailed view of the traii'-action. He 
gifted, whether the negotlatiuns could have 
been completed in a shorter period ? There 
were three points of view to which our 
communications with the cejntineut might 
6e directed; whether tlie powers of die 
ebntincnt would co-operate with us in the 
War t whether they should co-operatc with 
m consequence of the refusal on the pait 
of the JP'reiich government to accept terms 
peace ; or whether they should act in coo- 
l^twithus, in defensive measures of the 
coutip^r, tQ enable the powers ibero to 
r<l$5st euproachtbents o/ Frapee. He 
ntit it tQ the hon. gddt. on narrowest 
gmuod^. syheiher, the distance 

and the period or thp year, the 
n^iation con{d ^heen 'td a 

conclusion sooner ) >yhfthj3r4n the present 

B thp nonhnent, pud the 

the negotiation 
4 in a shorter periodl 
iied charge it upon hU 
> that thejr hod ngt Hi 
a tnom torward state at 
o£ the aoBsion^ so as to 
Munoar mom n|>e for fkiismiimicahvin; hut 


I the hodse would mcollect tliat it was about 
that time that the court of Russia became 
iktigued with its friendly interference, in 
the multiplied breaches of treaties hr the 
French govemmeut, and an openiiig of pros- 
p^ts u as made for continental co-operaiion. 
The hon. gent, had argued that» if his nia* 
jesty's ministers were not prepared to advise 
him to bring a detailed communication be- 
I lore the house, parliament should continue 
I sitting till such communication could be 
imade. The acbptionof thebon gentleman's 
; motion would betray a jealousy of his roa- 
jjesty’s ministers, that they would not be 
disposetl to asseinble parliament, if a ncccs*- 
slty should occur. The vote u ould not tetter 
parliament as to tlic discussion of the ques- 
tion at its next meeting. The proceeding 
would be novel and unusual, and m*ght 
have A very matenil effect upon the councils 
of the powxjrs With wdiom wc are negoliat- 
ing; it has no precedent in the lui>tory of 
the country. The noble lord recapitulated the 
principal points to which he had adverted^ 
and, contending tliat the hon. gent, lud made 
no ground for his motion, concluded by 
expressing his intention to give it a negative. 

Mr. TrmdTCani observed, that the ques- 
tion to be cou**idcred on tliis occasion was 
not as the noble loid wlio just sat down had 
stated it, whether the auiount of tjie sum 
proposed to be voted was necc^sar), or 
whether that sum woi Id lie ptoperly applied, 
but whether, under all the ciriiun'»laiices of 
tlie tountry, it would be proper that paiha- 
ment should be prorogued. It was not 
meant to be argued, nor had any thing of 
the kind been Si^iid by his hon. friend who 
opened the debate,* th.it ministers could or 
ought to make any communication to the 
bouse at present, with regard to any nego- 
tiations they might be aigaged in with fo« 
lelgn powers. The position was, that in 
ordigr to afibid the opportunity of making 
i4c^earlicst possible communication upon 
tliat important subject, parliament should 
not prorogue*! 5 that w'as the ^uractiial 
question at is>uc. But the objacilon to com- 
ply with the motion was, it seemed, that 
such cotuplinnee would imply a want of con- 
fidence in his majesty's ministers. To that, 
however, he w(^ say, that the confidence 




demand^ was more than they or any other 
ministj^ES were entitled to claim. What! 
that pjsfUement should separate, leaving the 
country Id fuch a state, surrounded w'ltbsuch ^ 
toepiwing^gers, hnd so inadequately pr^ 
vidod* to meet (Iwm. bveij^ man out of 
doors must feel sunrise th^>^the thought 
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could bo entertained for a moment at such a 
oribis, E\t'iy man say that we are at 
present in such a siiuatiou that it was im- 
possible to concei\e M'hat plan of proceediiuj 
goveniincnt had in coiiLoiiipLHiuii > at whai 
point their policy was le\elled 3 or to v. hat 
it was likely to leail ; wl 1 ether to pence or 
the serious pro.'Oeul ion of the war. Xobody 
A:ould tell or divine, tJiough all were na- 
turally anxious to ascertain their object. At 
a time, then, that such doubt and anxiety 
prevailed, and that there wa-. •-o little ili- po- 
sition to conlide in the tli'icrelinii of his ma- 
jesty's rnini.slt'i's, (vadd it he s. lioudy tircjed 
that it would he wise in [xuliaiacm to sepa- 
rate } If the persnii.d n >• e. . niicnee of mem- 
bers was odered as a greond for proroga- 
tion, he Avould say with his hou. friend, 
that .such a consifleration wa.^ not to be pi;t 
in competition with the rcason.s thni pie^-ed 
iijjon the hou.se to condmie .sitting. 'Jlic 
<*o:3si(!cralion of personal conviaiience was 
indeed nnwuwihy to bo alleged in that Iion-e 
against tlie peilormanee of a great public 
duty, when, to say the least, tlie affairs of 
the empire, upon a general \iow, were in 
finch a situation that parliament ought to 
continue in a state of immediate .snperin- 
tendance. To continue would not, he main- 
tained, imply any uiiilne want of contidence 
ill lii.s niajeslv’s ministers. lJut they pro- 
.fes.sed to be of a ditfercnt opinion, and ap- 
peared pi incipally to rest their opj>ositioii to 
the motion upon that ba.si'*. Liu- <'laiiu to 
confidenre upon the p.nt of ministers on 
thi.sr occasion, naturally led him into an ex- 
amination of the groundi' upon wJiieh their 
title v/as sustained, and Ji.id a dtjuble 
o'pcralion, first, as it reganlcd the ministers 
themselves, and, .SM(<i]dly, a.s rcgvrding 
through them the siiuaiinn of thccunmp-. 
*J'Jic more the miiii.aers weie undesi‘i\in‘; <h 
tcjufidence, the moie alarmlnj: Ava.s tiie si- 


provision for its permanent supply. Upoi| 
this head ministers had certainly rather 
broken their pledges to parliament and the 
»'«>untiT, and this was the more de.serving 
of nolice, when It was ivcfillecled, that the 
inattenliori of their pj‘ed<?cessor.s to the army 
wjj I lie principal eanvc of their removed 
from oftic.-*, and the piindpal article of af> 

I cusitiuii Too exhibited agams: (.hem by soon? 
j of tlb ir prt’.j( lit colleague.;. l’hi’» inarLexi 
I inattcuLlon lo tlw amy liv 'on-ldered tjuito 
j a sidf •. lent yr.ri.nr!, at ha^t, of distn-st, in 
I hi*. in.'jCNiy’s ioiiii''ters ; and if un.ioabledl/ 
o«tjii.>ned mi. ill gjoi'iu and di'>eont<'n,t 
tliroughout the ( jur.i.y. On tiii'. subjec't , 
J»e c.i’.itioiied the hoa'-c .ig.iiii-a (he c'^'ae.^icrat,*. 
ed .siatemoiit which llie noble lov. i hail made 
as to tlu‘ .amount ot our foo e. 1 ie viiil mlH: 
mean tbai this .s:alcmciii was purpv>.ie!_) ex- 
aggerated by lilt' noble lord j but he v, ished 
ti) impre s on the holi.^e the propriety of 
1 analysing Mid-, statcmeiir before it atiaclied 
, much imixirtaiu'e to it. 7 ho noble lord 
' had Saul, that our dt -posable force lied le-r 
ceived an increase within the year of no Je^ii 
liiaii J.5,()()t) men. Jhit the quesliojj wus 
of w hut kind was (hat inct 'aVi ? We had 
lieard of a tr.msfer of fn an 1 .0 tf > i o',()o0 men 
from the militia ; hut of w!»at soil were th» 
remaijider ol'lhe .lugnu lUatioii : W'^civ the)'* 
of su 'll a dcsciiplion .n the corps talked of 
at \hwv Ih'unsw'ick orC'eyloji If iIkw werOji, 
tliev suri'ly tormcd no inalinal addiluin to a 
regular army, aUhv);o;h they might swell a 
aareiiKUt. A.s to tl''- addninn which 
a'liu received from the, niihtla, tt/ry couW 
<l.iim no credit lor that addition w ho fre- 
(juenily contendrii dial the irdii..! wa re cs- 
ellkientand as i.i.Ucr.al in the .niength of 
the louniry a.- the ivgulrT army. .Hut in 
point of fad, ho.ve^e^ ioini-.leis inielu 
of liie c’u reaire width iia I t.ifen pi.ut' iu 
il'C reirular annv, tlu-iv were im -mcarw 


tuatien of the country, and tlie greater om- 
f>equcntly wa.s the confidence re. 'if; red to be 
reposed. N<jw, as applying to boih thoi,e 
topics, it W';is to be observed, that tiieiv w'as 
a remarkable di.wcjrdaucy bet wccii w hat had 


taken place .since inini.sur: s came into oiliee, 
and what they promised at llie time tJicy ac- 
cepted otlice. They certainly did not fi.lfii 
w hat they .so frequently prom Ised ivsperiing 
the army, the inedlcleiu y of w hicli w as the 
promiuenl tlaune of the charge urg.--ilagain.st 
tJieir pivdeccs>or.s. 7'hc army whicii, it 
was generally sniiptrsed, formed a material 


^ngiedient 
Ai which 
I oily nec 


Vot, 


in - war, was in ilii.s jiectdiar war 
the country is engaged, almost 
loUed, that i.s, w'ith rcg.ird to a 


adopted that |u jmi.>ed arc.;ular and c:i . :eut 
•‘'upjdv- 7-’liis w.'is the gvueral Lomphan}. 
'Jhe 'miliiia h.id fuiifcdied one bupplv.; 
U),(X>>iuen hail been oht.iined from 1 ia- 
no\er. But then no i)cnn.inenl rtsomcc, 
was pjovided: tia' men the army had got 
were not pn'curi'd l)y ivciuiling, nor hy any 
settled sv^iem ill. t W.'IS hkely I.) contiuitu 
piv-diutive. Mo ; the means bv widelf tiio 
;miv wMs augmented fuiiuslK'd the extent of 
tlieir c.ip.'U'iiy once for .'dl ; .ind i!io a/my 

was absolutely left in J.itme tv) depend f<ii? 
s’appiy on acciilenls 01 shifts. — Ihe nobi& 
loid, die right hoii. gent, olxservecl, .hsd 
prised on from the army to tlie navy, and 
o\;ne into as it w ero the deuils of two yo.kvS 
^ 2 h ' 
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naval campaicns. But willuml followim: 
th * noble lord tlirough all, or any of his <le- 
tails, the gonoral result was before ihe eyts 
of pu.liaiiiein :»jd t’.e country, and upon 
that general result e\ery man could decide. 
Ai long all tlie uci .situilcs of war, among 
all I 'lC gloumy and di » icting prospects 
'whcli iheprc. ciit w jri . -.-.ired. pudiamcnt 
and iho pcopl*' were ii . asiomcd to hear and 
<Jer'ae ttaiM)J.uio i l oni the thought tliat 
Great Bi . 'ii IukI t’ e doiuiiu* ri of iho ‘'Cas. 
But how d. tlu cj e now ^Jand ? The tlwC^s 
of the eoeii y vvre ( 'at ui vai.ous dinvtions. 
A h'i'uiidabje ior was gone we know not 
vh.TO; tho hidt v.is j-lioi, and where it 
nUc. H '111, time aloiic cuulil tell !)iit 
that r wiiA li’:- .V to g‘ve our '’''Mnnnui^ a 
Stymie \.v.ut J. .hne\*js loo miv ii le.; on 
to dread A •j/reLendonfi were etdunained 
for Irela-'vl, ihv l.nlics, t^^e. ruM:c.m\ia\ 
eag(:ily ougl t tlu* enemy' . de-Jtii^.V' ion, but 
all was sibi ense and luu i it./uty. 'i'he jao- 
ple w'ere uu'*n*-y, uo.d the gCAcmnuMt was 
(giumiiT. — ^’iiie light lion. gent, exp-c-^wd 
H hope and anuious wijdi, that notw ith'^t. nd- 
ing the prc'ent slate of things, particularly 
i<»('itli iesj)ect to die Free.eh fle't, ihv country 
•fibonld ha\e neildu.g more in the end to 
.O’rcj'lain of, but the mismanagement (jf 
t/i to en. quire about the elfuiency 
pr inellickucy of the system of bh ('bade*. 
, Every Bp ton mu-c naturally feel glad if the 
ptUct of Il)0 present alaritiing pio^peds 
Ifh mlil at least be reparable, and that it 
tdn- M n )t prove tli.it w'C bad an inse(‘ure 
bold of the liominlou of llio sea. But he 
could not help sr.) iiig, that the appearaneo 
of our affairs w'as by no means calculated to 
pneourage c»n fulcnee, such as the noble 
lord endeavoured to excite by a statement 
^hat,hmvcver, it might tell at a court martial, 
the trial of the blockading oliicer, could 


higher than the sum provided. Why, truJy^ 
it was in ih.it way that estimates were com- 
monlv found to fail. Wh*. it hlio'iJd aii^vvcr 
the n ^bJ^• U^rd’.s purpo-e heifer to .si ee that 
die e vpenuinirc e.\ceeded llie incuiiic, than 
tc» .say that the income fell short of die cx- 
pcndirure, he w as not able to di.soover. It 
was the fact of the two not n reting that 
nia.le the failiu**, and that failure was an 
addition il eason for not relying with ecpial 
runfulem c upon ministers. — Bu' t’le stiong- 
e-it gr.mnd for di-trust arose from the state 
of the army. Tf it weie said ijiat this s ate 
Avas not wholly char*:c'ahlc to the present 
ministers, he woi.Ll it ; for it w'onld 

lia\e oien iinpo.s.sihle tor thtm since their 
aece.s'i'a.:* to j^ower, to have repaiied what 
tl'c ir ] r. d 'fv. sers had done, aid to have 
.snppiu' wild il o,e predecessors had left 
irufji.e. B’liI )et the present niini-ters might 
liave pul me isui>".s 'n motion, and tho.se niea- 
hu.es m»:’^lit have been now^ in progre.s.s, to 
remove il^e eviJ ('omplaiiied ni‘. llus, now- 
ever, was not the case. ’Tik* ar.n.y w^r.s left 
low asto a .vav, unle*>> some chance arose) 
unkss some hick) Cind-seud I'lurod to sup- 
ply it j nnie.s ''<.me otlirr country like lla- 
nover Jiould fall into the binds of the 
enemy. U lus w iis a mel.nv holy runsidera-r 
tion, for just in prpp(»rtion as our danger 
pressed, wdiethcr il was our object to con- 
clude a peace or carry on a war wdth vigour, 
a forniicLibL* army was e.ssentially iieres.s.'iry. 
— With all the noble lords oh-erwitions re- 
specting the propriety of cultivating a cun- 
liiienlal conuexiem, the rght hon gent. 
exprc.S3ed a decided conciiirence. lie re- 
niembcn'd, lioweAcr, when (piitc a dilleicnl 
sentiment prc\. ilcd in that houve, and wl.ca 
some gentlenu ii j*.‘.tih(*dihe peace ofAmien.Sj, 
in conscf]nence of its tendency to put au 
end to sucli ('(.nnexions. But he w'a.s gl.id 


,'>inake but little iinpi\w.d'iii ujif ii tli.it house, j 
pr the dioughttul part of the public, with' 
respect to the general coi I aucL of oqr naval 
^^irs. — ^^riie noble lord’s view of our fi- , 
^pances, the right hon. gent, slated hi*. di.s- , 
iiicl illation to enter into, bcf’aiisi’ Jie did not 1 
J|i)iuk that p.irt of Id.i -spccdi vc iy material | 
the prujciit (jivjsii ni. But yet there was j 
pne hhort remark v. hii'Ii lie beggeil to si | 
pjit, "Ihe noble lord, in bis eii leaionr to ' 
pccount hu* tlic non-performanco ot th.-.t , 
pahiisrer’s pioinihc, who said, that tor a e'er- t 
period no cncrcase of our debt would; 
fake jilacc', staled indeed, that the di->.ip- ' 
poinppent of ibp cxjjk taiiim e.xcited by ikat 

{ Tomise (if any cnedi d ..criously pcly on it), 
roi^e fiom this, ih-it tlu; expeui^i^e was 


to witness the clum^e that now appeared, 
and that giaillemi’n were ii'^’come .scijsible (if 
the pn/priety of contiiiemai connexions for 
this c( 3 uiitry. Ne('e.s.>ity was a haish teacher, 
but the*!! she w'as not a bad one. IMucli as 
llic bouse bad lu^ard of tlie pride and honesty 
of standing ulone, it ums now found that so- 
litude in danger vvas not a very consoling 
situation. Aftci having made use of taunt- 
ing language i after iuuing endeavoured, 
under the alrl elation of magnanimity iiiul 
lofty professions, to cover the indiscretion, 
and c\en the treachery of insulting and de- 
serting our cimtinenlai friends, it w'as now 
felt necessary to reijoit to lliem, to court-''" 
them. Some of them, however, were 
ij be foonJ. Sardinia was iipw no mor^ 3 
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and others were in fetters. Rut sueh «is felt 
any jvish towards us should be sought after, 
and tlv ir sup'jort eoueiliated if jjossiWe 
There were posters to which uiinislers niiglit 
look for aitl, willi sonic hope of succors. 
What tiiey h.rt done \ ct in this way tht'v 
dccliiifil, pcrii.ips \cr)' properh', to C('ni- 
moniente to the house. Rut ihoir declinlnnr 
to do so, Lind the necessity ot the continen- 
tal concert lo(»ked tor, foinied consid(*ratioiis 
to shew tlv-u p.irlianKUt .‘■liould contiiuu* tn 
sit to watch the niauncr in w!iicji the ini- 
nisfers should exercise tli ’ po\\ ers vested in 
their hands, and to u'ceive tliO e:rlie.‘t in- 
tellij;;ence of theie-iult of tlr/r ncy niatLcns, 
In tlic opinion of the noble lord, li(»\.(*\er, 
the want of ronfidcn''e in lunii iters \\hi« h, 
according to his judg nent, the ado]>tion ot 
the motion would infer, was a j-i i groupfl 
of objection. Recanse, as I lie iioMc lonl 
argued, to refuse coniidence to loini.sters at 
pre-ent would be to reduce them in llu' es- 
timation of the country, .still more 1 1 ‘ a e: ei 
C(Airls, and thiii injure the progre-‘‘ o| the 
pending iiegolialioiis. If such an argument, 
however, were admitted, it would operate 
for unis ersal confidence in ministers. Ihit 
it became iieoes.sary to take a ctjursc hetwei n 
two extremes; to take avs ay irom ministiTS 
apart of the power of doing good k .t they 
should do liarm. It was one of th.* disad- 
vantages of our ronsiitulion, and ot every 
Ollier nation in vs Inch tlu re exi.ded a po- 
pul ir assembly, that the government must 
have a hmitetl contidence. This dis.idsiin- 
tage, boss ever, w'.is more than ('ompeiisated 
by the advantages resulting Irom such an 
arrangement. Hut this was a di.s.idvaiitage 
of which all ministers nnght e(]Udlly com- 
plain, lor all ministers were subject to the 
same control ; and, in order to l.icilitate tiie 
exercise of that control, their pensers were 
Jimiteil. lo pnVrve this ^alut:lrv coiurol 
over the prcxcedings of ministers at the 
present ini])ortant juncture, it was his wish 
that parliament should not be prorogued. — 
As to the noble lord’s (juotation of prece- 
dt'uls, of which lie seemed very fond, llie 
right hon. gent, obserwd, that tlic noble 
lord often resorted to them, wliere, in p'oint 
of fact, they did not form a jiroper criterion. 
When the noble lord alluded to the army, 
instead of dwelling upon the peculiar state 
of the country, and its capacity to produce 
a large military force, he went back to other 
periods, and iiistituled a comparison between 
’^ines and circumstances, having no analogy 
^liatevcr. But whether, in constituting an 


army or demanding contidence, it was the 
noble lord’s pleasure to resort to preccdenlSi 
it however happened, lliat the precedent 
wdiicii he liadi 411016x1 on thi.s oecasion <i»‘dd 
not avail him; for there were not rieoly 
“ shades of dilferenct*,” as the noble bird 
expressed it, between the clrcnnistanccs 
und.r which the vole cd' 'hr»»e millKay^, in 
iTikb an.d those which exist *' I at jircA ni; 
but they were essentia !v uiiie.*-eiit. la th.i 
former in-lircc the siiiii A')taJ :s Ufit only 
much less ill.; M that n/\v p/opcA'd, hut the 
jiegt.ti.'lix.ii ivas ju lualiy coiK'ludetl, aiul the 
line i^f j'Hi'veding vlearly marke 1 out, and 
nar eoni.nentalconiv'xlon^ nvertained. Mow 
then, indepciidenliy of any coiisideratiua 
ari ii'g fVoiU adlii‘erene‘ as to o.i.- dangers, 
could A ronmarl on be sii 1 In lie :u to flie 
two pcHJJus ^ 'id'.ey wore, in f.iCl, : lto;;t tl.er 
(!i xsiiiciar. Wuhout re-eoiketin ■ : .1 th ' cIj- 
l.dls, there was, )KM-h.'p , c,n.* j) 'ikular 
rcMion wliV that pve \k*ii. aiIs not ai ; lica- 
hk*. ft rji;!it \er/ wc'l h open ■.!- 

tlM»:u,h tii(M*e v^ isi.n iiidlvidii. 1 in ihr prcsi. nt 
adniiifn-tralion wlio "’so bi lor^A^d to tJic a,!- 
inini'itnilKni ot J/Od, ptiiiMu.e.'L and tjie 
count rv li.’d inueli more c aihdc. e(‘ in the 
admlnl.draiion ot fi* ii 'di'U ' x 'o wil- 

ling to grant to the ;‘r(‘A it — V’hei'. .’look- 
ing to the motion on the leo.id gUiiind of 
public safely, or to the x!e^ A'eoi contidence 
due to ministeis, the rialit hon. J..ent. d.-;- 
cUlcilly thought, th..l it o :ght to i e, needed 
to. r.uliamcnt would iles.-at us duty if it 
imested ministers \\ ith unlimiti'd power at 
such a ni‘is as the present j if it leii to them 
the whole management of public affairs; if 
it allowed a vast sum ot mone}' to be dis- 
posed of aecoruing to their direeliop. Jf 
all this wa. In be sul;mitted to, uu-iciy in 
order that jv.’orogatioii should hepieteiieil to 
.idjoii.umeiit, it mu-^t cxi'itii the suipri.:.© 
.and di''C('ntent of the country.— -d’he rght 
hon. f;ent. c mcluded with recapitulating his' 
several arguments, and staling that the dan- 
gers of the country were such, that whether 
It w’as meant to eontiniie tj;;* war or lake a 
leniporaiy refuge in peace, ir was become 
necessary always to have in contemphuioTi 
ihat we had to ciuitend with an enemy wl o 
ht;th folio v.-'d the ambition of the ancici t 
Ho. nans, and emulated their virtues (if vir- 
tues they could be called), and having the 
.same view of uni verbal dominion, w'as* m 
little likely to de.fist from it either in war 
or peace. Into many topii ^ of the iiobio 
louV.s speech, ihe right luai gci.t declined 
to enter for I lie present, p ink ukuly that 
2 L 2 
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which related to the army, as an opportu- 
nity for fully discussing tliat subject would 
offer itself in a few dii)s. 

Mr. Canning saw no advantage that could 
be derived from the adoption cd' the proposi- 
tion before the house ; for it’ the meeting of 
a parliament shv)uld at any time bo nccos- 
sary, it might he convoked with sufficient 
promptness and lac ility even after the pro- 
rogation. 1 o It.ep the members in town at 
this season, did not apj)e:ir to him to pro- 
jnise any parlicalar public good, while it 
might be productiveof great public nnschief 
As to the sum proposed to bo voted in con- 
sequence of liis majesty’s mcs> igo, Jio could 
not sec why his riL,ht liou. friciui shtaild 
assume thvit it would amount to fi^e mil- 
lions. Tlw. right hoii. gent, iloprccatcd the 
idea of fixing a sii^picioa on liis majesty’s 
ministers, by iidopLing a motion .so con- 
trary to general ciisloni as th,it before I lie 
house, and proc laiming to the country and 
to foreign courts, that they were unworthy of 
confidence. Wliat the gentlemen on the 
other side could propose to obtain by piessing 
this motion, and pre\cMiting a prorogation, he 
confessed himself cpiite unable to compre- 
hend. If it was their object to discu.^s and 
improve the .‘^tate of the army, they w'^onld 
have a full opportunity of communicating 
their de.signs on Monclay next, for upon 
that day the house w as aware tliat a great 
authority was to come forward with groat 
military jdansj in con.scquence of which, 
the scbsions might clo'C* with a now niiliiviry 
system, that should do away all the blunders 
that had been luTcMofc’iv committed ; that 
should set a iic'v military niaciiine in mo- 
tion quite free (lom bleu, ijili, arc! incapable 
of obstruct icui 5 that slitvuld, m lac't, lender 
it unnec(’**'‘nry for paillanu iit, for years, 
again to consider a miliiary suhjc’Ct. If it 
was the wish of gentlemen to enquires iuio 
the system of bJf’ckade as applicable to the 
c.scapo of the Toulcvn fleet, with a view to 
attribute biainc to niinistcTs, he called nj)ou 
them to institute the enquiry immediately, 
and they would find that lord Nelson's fleet 
was more than adccjuate, in every rci.pect, 
to the FreiicJi fleef, of course, that adequate 
provision was made on the part of ministers 
in ih.'t quarter. The right hon. gent, com- 
bated the various arguments of his right hon. 
friend in favour of the motion, and con- 
tended tJ)at two-thirds of his hon. friend’s 
r^.'ceeli made ap^ainst ilie motion. From the 
111! t ion if '.If, he m\v no good that could 
arihc; nor CK/akl he conceive it to have any 
r'.hc: object in view, than to <-.xprcs.s u little 

\ 


spleen, .and to proclaim an unfounded want 
of confidence in his majesty’s ministers., 

Mr. Windham stated, in explanation, that 
his meaning was, lliat parliament should 
continue to bit, and not vote the money re- 
quired, until it should prove to be actually 
iicce.ssary ; tlius any improper confidence in 
ministers would be guarded against. 

Earl Temple su ported the motion of his 
hon. friend, and partieakuly argued, that, 
if hi.'» iihaje^ty was not yet lu a hituation that 
enabled him to make any comniuuication 
to the house, respecting his foreign rela- 
tions, they should at least continue to sit, 
and by that means be In the same situation 
as at the beginning of the session. What 
they wanted was, that they should not be 
out of a situation in w hich they might re- 
ceive ‘ con luiunicat ions when ready to be 
made. The sum ’eft at the disposal of the 
miriisler, was no doubt grc'at j but it was 
not the amount to w'hich he cjbjocledj rt 
was to the principle, which he regarded as 
unconstitutional and iinprcccdeutod. The 
v'ote of credit alluded to in the year 
WMs very diflerent. There was in that case 
a specific o’njcrt to which tlie money was to 
be ;;p])licd. There was au existing alliance 
and an engagement hiul been formed ; but 
Iiere tlu ie wa.sno precise objeet submitted 
to the lioiiso. The one was a real, the other 
au eventual expense. There, was a great 
difi'erenc e, he. ( oiiteiulod, bi‘tween adjourn- 
ineiil and prorogation. In the one ease they 
wore <*crlain -‘t the day of meeting j but in 
llie other, whatever might be the situation 
of the country, whatever calls there might 
be for the <lisinl)utioii of the, public money, 
they could have no control over it. 

ISlr. For sail!, he could not reconcile it to 
his feelings to give a si lent v(Ae upon a ques- 
tion .so intimately connect’ -d as the pre.sent 
with the rights and jirivilcii^'s of jjarliament, 
and tile policy of the. country j he should, 

! )\vever, eiuleavimrto bring what he had 
to subiiiit to the hoii.^c, w ilhin as short ;i 
eompa.*iS as possible. The first point, he 
observed, w'as, lliat by the three last loans 
fliis country had added to the capital of it.s 
debt not less than eighty millions of money. 
This was a niaffiT of grave consideration, 
con.sitlcring the former burtheirs of the 
country to which this was an addition, not- 
w'ithstanding the progress of the consolidated 
fund, and the salutary system (jf raising w ar 
taxes, and providing for so large a portion 
of our expenditure w ithin the year. WitliX 
regard to the army of this country, hp 
should touch upon it riiL fitly, jjecause thi^'t 
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subject was soon to be discns.sed at large by 
- an ho^i. friend of his, who was well quali- 
fied for that undertaking (colonel Craufurd); 
and if that hon. gent, had been tliought 
sanguine ns to his plan in that object, yet 
it must bo allowed that tlie rigJit hon. gent, 
opposite to him (Mr. Pitt) was also sanguine 
in his plan , for he had made it one of the 
great foundations of his attack on the^ late 
administration, with jwrt of which lie had 
afterwards joined, lliat tlicy had not suf- 
ficiently provided for the pcrmaneiit esta- 
blishment of the army, and he had brought 
in a bill to supply that defect : that bill had 
been tried, and without being very sanguine 
as to the effect of the plan of his Jum- 
friend, he might venture to predict, that if 
it should be tried, it would lx? as eflicicnt 
as the bill of the right hon. gcnt.forthe 
permaneMt encrease of oUr iniliinry forces 
indeed, the bill of the right lion. gent, 
coining from a person so evtraordiniiy in 
talents, reminded Iiim of what was said by | 
Dr. Johnson of the pm'm of O-^ -ian. Leiug j 
asked, from what man uj^on enith. hat its au- j 
Ihor, could it be expected? Did lie know any j 
other man upon earth capable of writing such i 
apcx'in ? ‘‘ Oyes,” said iJic doctor, “ many i 
men, many veanen, and many ciiildren !” ' 
He believed this t(j be the true dt\-»criptioti 
of the bill the right hon. gent, for the 
permanent improvement ol‘ the army. With 
regard to the navy, he del'endcd tlie statc- 
ini'iit of his hon. fiiend (Mr. Chvy), and 
maintained that the waul ot information of 
our government, with respect to (he Toulon 
and Rochefort sejuadrons, wMs much to he 
lamented J and he did not approve of the 
maiiiier in wliich our naval force was dis- 
j)osed of in tlie Mediterranean, the fault.s 
of whieli lie imputed not to any of the gal- 
lant oriicers, but lo government, w ho gave 
them (U’ders, andVft4io provided the force. 
Upon the subject of Ireland, the noble lord 
(Casticrcagli) had agreed to much of wliat 
had been .stated by his hon. friend in the 
opening of this debate, and he agreed also 
with them both, that the state of Ireland 
was good ill .some respects; but when he 
used flic word good, he u.-^ed it in the m-uh' 
to express the id?*a that Ireland was con- 
siderably amendetl I'rom the condition il Ji.ul I 
been in : and liere he mast bear an hoin st ' 
tribute to the merit of lord Hardwicke, to 
whom much of the improvement of the 
condition of the people of that cmnlry was 
\jwing. This lie should have no ditiifuliv 
m saying, alllioiigh tluTo were point-; in tin* 
ctHiiduct of that noble lord, as lorJ-lieiilc-naut 


of Ireland, towards a relation of his (genewjl 
Fox) wdiile there, which met his disappe^V 
bation. However, he could not help 
inenting that lord Hardwicke, as he under-r 
stood from pretty w^dl grounded rumour,.’ 
was not supported by tliat cordiality andt 
union, ill tlie administration of that country^ 
which was essential to carry into effect any 
of the best plans of any government. He* 
understood that some pari of the system of 
that noble lord was opposed by another noble 
person, who had distinguished liimself by 
his opposition to the catholic.^ (lord Rc-^ 
desdalc) : nrich good was not to l)e expect- 
ed from any government where perfect har- 
mony did not subsist among all its racrol)cr 5 . 
He liad had the honour to present to the house 
a petition on behalf of the catholics of that 
country, the prayer of “which had been re- 
jected by a l?rge nnjoriiy. He wished to 
know, whetiier any thing short of tliat 
piMyer 'v .is in > ended to be granted to tliat 
Ixxiy of persons, containing almost all the . 

р. 'poj.‘t‘inii of iliat country ^ Hr had no he- 
sii..ui»ai in sjying, that it Ixhov’ccJ govern- 
ment to do ail tint can be done slioit of 
granting* the jirincr of that pi’liiion. Ho 
wished the praytr to bo granted altogciher; 
but idler tho souse of parliament had bocu 
so fully expressoci, lie could not expect go- 
verin)H‘nl U) have the .same view of (hat 
subjcit. Jl was not for liim wdio tliought 
the prayer ought to be granted, to point out 
what other inode should be adopted ; but it 
behoved t ho >0 who opposed that prayer to 
look into llie case, and devise the best re- 
medy lliat ii])i)oarcd to them to be applicable 
to it, for il was not to be expected that the 
people of that country would be content 
with evciy thing remaining exactly in its 
present tuiidilloii there. He rcconiinondeil 
this subject to the most .seri(»us iilteulion of 
go' crnnient. — He now' caint* to the business 
of the king’s message, aiul to that which 
was conneited with (he .speech from t'i« 
thri'iie, to which h(* wi.-.hed the liou'.e par- 
ticularly lo al'(‘nd, "J’lu* king by that sjxvv h 
told parliaiutnl tiial lie Imd received au oltlr 
(jt' iK’goiiaiion from the French governmerd ; 

(h 't .dteatod iii his majistv'was, he tlioiiglit 
j"o|)er (o ^ ly, iJ.al l;c w.is engaged in coii- 
lideuti.d in!- re 'Uivo with a certain great 
power, in- aai').!, iiiC* « mperor of Russia; 

{]i it ho tlu'C.r-it it ]■ J)f to apprise that ino- 
1 ! u.-'h of iho (i\ er'oues w lileh iiad tK'en made 
b;, FjV.ui'c O) hi.s u. ay. and must 

с. nl^liit witii hi’u IkIviiv he could rclurn 

an .w'er to Fi\:ii-v. \ov.% he wtmld 
<i-k, wi:at was l!ic meaning t?f that com- 


/ 

f 


/ 






PASIi. t)£SATES> June 20, 1805.— Jlfr. Grey*s Motion on the 


[514 


launicatlon. He was not now delivering an 
j^nion what the answer of his majesty 
ought to be. It was natural enough that 
his majesty should not make any answer to 
France until he had consulted with the em- 
peror of Russia, possibly until he had agreed 
Upon a treaty with that monarch j but then 
it was not so likely a way to negotiate with 
effect fur peace, if liis m^esty had to say to 
the enemy, Stay until I can see whether 
1 shall be able to enter into a treaty wdth 
another power, for the purpose of our carry^- 
ingon rijc war jointly against you.’* Now, 
if his majesty’s answer to the overture 
of France for peace was capable of two 
constructions, it was not wonderful if this 
was the construction the French put upon 
it. The question then W'as, when that 
period was to conic wdien the house of 
commons was to have intbrmatioii upon that 
subject ? When so proper Ui ask it as when 
the application was made by the crown for 
money to carry on the plan, whatever it be, 
which refers to that very subject ? The 
great and fundamental principle of our con- 
stitution w'as, tlu;t ihe house should demand 
all necessary explanation of the Executive 
government in these important public con- 
cerns, and no time was so proper, because 
none was likely to be so effectual, as when 
they were voting money to support the sys- 
tem of government j this was the time when 
the advice of the house of commons to tlie 
throne was most seasonable, and likely to be 
most respected. I’liis was one of the right 
uses whicli the house lind to make of its 
power over tlie public purse, rjid ministers 
bhouid, when they came ffn* money, explain 
this matter to die house. And here he nuist 
remind the house, that the right hon. gent., 
when this subject was mcnlioncd at llie 
opening of the budget, and the sum of five 
millions WHS reserved for the probable use 
of subsidies, candidly stated, that no mem- 
ber of the house was to be understood to 
have pledged himself to any opinion what 
ever, not even to the length of granting the 
money, or any part of it, unless he should 
approve of the proposed ajiplication. The 
house of cemmofiS did not ))(>int out any 
tlting concerning the ];ccuniary arrangement 
of this matter ; and the right hon. gent, had 
then hopes of being able to give the house 
Som‘e information upon this .subject in the 
course of the present session. He sliould 
now a^k thefight hon. gent, when he could 
make the communicaticn ? If he could not 
answer iww, the next point was, since the 
answ'er ciinnot be made at die present period 


of the session, let the session be made to 
continue until the answer comes ; sinqe the 
answer cannot be made to accommodate the 
session, let the session be made to accom- 
modate the answer. He was .sure the right 
hon. gent, would give the house the intor- 
mation if it wa.s in his power ; if he could 
not do .so now, he should allow the 
house to sit until he could. But this mode 
of asking the minister to continue parlia- 
ment together until he could give it some in- 
formation, was holdmg forth to the public 
that government was entitled to a mark of 
want of confidence in die house ! Want of 
confidence was the constitutional character 
of that house. It was a mark it ought to 
set upon every minister of die crown, it wa» 
a mark he was entitled to ex officio, and 
that the more especially under the present 
circumstances , for here was to be a large 
sum of money, perhaps five millions, to be 
pioposcd to be voted, without any informa- 
tion as to its probable application. There 
was a distinction between the present case 
and the former vote of credit of three mil- 
lions, At the time of that vote wc w^ere at 
war; so wc are now, but then we were 
engaged in a continental war, and it was 
then expressed what the money on the vote 
of credit was to be applied to— that of carry- 
ingon a continental war, a war frequently 
discussed and approved of by the house ; but 
now the house did not know what this mo- 
ney was ft)r, nor could the house liave any 
guess what i! was for. The house knew no- 
thing Init wJiat uas to be collected from tho 
king’s speech at the opening of the session, 
and the nies‘-age of yesterday ; but the me.s- 
.sage was not rlearor than the speei h, and 
perhaps it could not at pre.scrit lie clearer ; 
but then the remedy for that was for parlia- 
ment to remain togclher nntil information 
came. But it was asked,. ’.wiere the difference 
was between prorogation, when parliament 
light assemble in f(>iirteen days, and an ad- 
journment for tliat time ? The difference 
was, that one of these matters was in the 
power of the minister, the other in the 
power of the house of commons ; which 
reminded him of a scene in an excellent co- 
medy, wherein the father takes out a bond, 
and tlie son says “ Let me bold it in my 
hand.” The faiher say.s, "What .signifies 
it whicli of us should hold it — neither of u* 
shall hold it.” And then he puts it in his 
pc/cket. So it w«as in this case. The minis- 
ter asked, what difference there was between 
an adjonrrmciit and a prorogation ? The 
dilfcrence was, that he had the bond in hU 
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pocket, if there was a prorogation.— Ho share of confidetico*^ ' Who,' 
then took notice of die power ot parliament gent., can expect, that we should 
to remse to confirm the eng.igement of his traordinary confidence, or that fbhngn is^^ 
majesty, in the event of its disapproving of tions should give any confidence at alt; 
the terms of such engagt ment, (a power such an administration a?* die present ? -H 
which was unqne^tionablc,) for the purpose am, perhaps, less sanguine than othei-s, 
of shewing how much right the house had respect to Utegood that ccnid betioiieby thl 
to demand explanation before it assenied to best administration ; but I fee] mysiif 
the granting a vote for a large sum of mo- th..t uii administradoii Tornicd to comply 
n^' ; and he apprehended ttiat the govern- iiend ell that is res!iectiible for niik, talenta, 
ment of foreign powers was not so destitute character and iulluencc in the country, af- 
jof information of the n iture of our consti- fords the only chance of safety ; and 1 tmti 
tut ion as not to be fully awiire that all the that nobody can suppose that any iudividud 
engagements of our government were sub- (however he may disapprove, as I certafln^ 
ject to the approbation or rejection of par- do, the unconstitutional principle of exclu^ 
Jiameiit j and therefore die ar auin nt that sion) would sufil r any personal object *<i< 
this motii)n, if agreed to, would diminish ambition, il ain'iition he had, to stand tn 
the re.^pcct of foreign pow<TS for our cxe- the way of the formation of such a minisv 
cutive government, had no force in it. — He try.— If the present executive government 
then proceeded to observe on the want of did not feel this truth, it was time that the 
confidence in his majesty’s ministers parti- people told them of it. Wli;.t might be th^ 
cularly. TJie right hon. gent, could not ex- effect of such a combination he kne^ notj 
pect him to have much coiifidence in him. but this he knew, that without it there wai 
He certainly had no particular confidence in no chance of this country weathering the 
the right hon. gent., but he had no diliiculty storm, and encountering its p«riis. By diis 
in saying that his want of corfideiice did he did not mean that the country would be 
not arise from personal considerations, but annihiJat&d, but that die piusperity of it 
from his public character as to the situation would be at an end.— The hon. gent, then 
in which he stood : — the situation in which proceeded to observe on the conduct of go- 
lie stood with reference to the principle on vernment witli regard to Russia, and thought 
wdiich the present ministry were formed ; ministers ought to have j>ut a short question 
for die right hon. gent, was sometimes sup- to tha<- court, whether they would consent 
ported by those with whom he could not to our treating with France, or whether they 
agree before his administration was formed, thought w^e should refu*' altogether ? and 
and with w hom he could scarcely agree iio%v. if Russia refused to answer that question. 
It was a system of di-iputes, forced rcsigiia- wdtli all his partiality for Russia, the nego- 
itions, and rapid reconciliations ; but they tiation would not have been wortli having 
now adhered together from a principle which w'hhout that explicit answer. — He ilitn en- 
was a very strung one, aJihougli it had no \ tered into our general policy, preferred the 
cordiality whatev^ in it, namely, that one j alliance of Russia to that of any other pow^- 
party could not remain w ilhout the adhc- i er j but confessed he saw no prospect of a 
reii'ce of the otliej ; but wdicn lie saw no * speedy termination of our content by that 
other principle Al^mohesion among these I aJh ince alone, without the assistance of 
persons, lie must be allowed to observe that • other powers. He disapproved of the con- 
such an administration was not entitled to I duct of France in the late war as well as in 
any peculiar confidence; and without .speak- the present, but lie disapproved, if possible, 
ing with disrespect of those who composed slillhiore of any government pursuing un- 
tbe pre.sent administration, he might fairly der the title of indemnities a .sy.stcm of par- 
say, that, independent of the splendid ta- titioii of stales, making some republics^ 
lents of the right hon. gent, himself, there lome monarchies, and annihilating the poli- 
was nothing in the present administration to lical existence of others, without regard to 
entitle them to any peculiar confidence, and morul rectitude or to the common feeling#,, 
the house ought tg take care not to give too of m.mkind, which considerations had mord/ 
much confidence to them, lie w'as the influt nee on the atfairs of the world 
more confirmed in the necessity of thi.s cau- some politicians w^ere aware. Tlie partition' 
tion from what, had ap^>eared in the course of Poland, the seizure of Holland, the' 
Sf this session, by which he was convinced subjugation of Switzerland, and the divi- 
it was morally imptissible for the present nd- S’on of sbites, by the agreement of some;. 
{OV^lstfatiofi tp expect any extraordinary and by tlie fraud and nparityof gtners, hod' 
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tnore to destr'oy the confidence of 
''ijpnkind iti' each other^ than all the other 
eniticondiict of the powers put togetlier. In 
fvrivate society, when men lost their confi- 
dehre in one another, the compact was dis- 
ndved. The same rule, appli^ to state.s, 
'ior they were only aggregates of individuals. 
»ile recommended to all Uje powers of Eu- 
^^epe a system of justice and moderation, 
ns the only means of putting an end to the 
evils under which we labour. He reconi- 
juended a general congress, and that these 
principles should be prevalent in itsdeliber- 
vdons. He knew be excited a smile when 
•he recommended these notions, because 
they -were thought chimerical 5 but those 
who thought so had found their own system 
had failed, and they had never tried his. 
Having dwelt on tlie.se and other kindred 
topics for .some time, he concluded with 
givitighis hearty concurrence to tlie motion 
iA' his bon. friend. 

The Chance! lor of the Ercliequcr express- 
.cd his regret that the same circumstances 
which prevented his majesty from making 
«ny more direct comiiiuiiicalion to the house, 
than that wJiicb the me.ssage <5ontained. 
Tendered it impossible for him to follow the 
^on. member who had just sat down, through 
many of the details which liis speech con- 
tained. Before lie proceeded to offer a few 
observations on the quc.stion immediately 
beiorc the hou.se, he \va.s anxious to make 
one or two remarks on those topics with 
which the hon. member who introduced 
the business had prefaced his molion. I'lic.se 
topics had been so ably commented cii by 
his pobie friend near him (lord Casllereagh) 
that he .should not have thought it ncccs- 
tary to refer to them, if the last spcaLcr bad 
tiot revived and cnfiuccd them. AnotJier 
Teasen that rendered it the less rcqui.site for 
him to enlarge on them wa.s, that they were 
not practically connected w'ith the question 
•ubmitted to the consideration of the house. 
The house had heard in succession of the situa- 
tion of the finances, of the state of the army, 
cf tlie extent of our navy, and of present 
fttate of the public mind in Ireland. All 
these points were urged, and in tltat way 
too, which gave ri.se to an idea that the 
hon. member wi.shcd to have them all 
the .subject of separate discussions, w'ith 
the view of removing what was defective, 
lod placing every thing on ii ditferent estab- 
lishment j Hits idea, however, turned out 
to be crrptieou.s, for the lion, member would 
be satisfiw.with a simple adjournment from 
week taweek, 6 r from Ibricight to fort- 


night, not for the purpose of enabling the 
house to renew any discussions on t^e ge- 
neral state of our relations, foreign and do- 
mestic, but merely for receiving that com- 
munication w'hich could not be brought for- 
ward under the present circumstances. Such 
being the .state of the case, lie was relieved 
from the necessity of going into any mi- 
nuteness of detail. Of the state of our fi- 
nances, he could by no means entertain 
those gloomy ideas which the hon. gent, 
entertained. He thought, on the contrary, 
tlie prospect they afforded was highly con- 
.solatory. As to the promise on which the 
hon. gent, had in.sisted, he liad to say, tliat 
he w'as not in office at the time it was made, 
but he was satisfied that if great and un- 
exampled biirden.s had not been rendered 
necessary, the “pledge would have been 
amply fulfilled. Even if a sum of .sev’cn or 
eight million.^ had beeii .sufficient, the sink- 
ing fund would have covered it without ac- 
cumulating more debt. Tt was consoling 
and encouraging that, instead of adding to 
our loans, wo could rai.se by the sinking 
fund, and the taxes raised w ithin the year, 
no les.s a sum than twenty millions tliis year. 
This wa.s a most flattering picture of the 
state of our resource.s, and the regular pay- 
ment of near eight millions a year by tho 
sinking fund, in spite of our accumulated 
difficuilies, was the best testimony in fa- 
vour of public credit. The beneficial ef- 
fects of this system it was needless for him 
to insist upon, for they were felt in tfie 
general pro.sperity, industry and comfort 
the people. He would not go into detail^ 
on this part of the subject, as another op- 
portunity w’^onld be afforded him, w hen an 
lion, gent., whose abilitjy'and accuracy well 
fitted him for the lask, i.should submit hia 
re.solutionslollielioii.se. y/hen the.se resolu- 
tions were jntroduc»d,^ 4 i<^* .should, he trust- 
ed, be able to shew the house that the 
view w'hich he gave of the financial state 
of the country was by no means delusive. 
As to tlie prc.scnt state of our army, he de- 
clined .s.aying much at pre.sent, reserving 
himself for the day wdiea liie subject would 
be fujly discus.sed. He begged leave how- 
ever, to allude to what had been said about 
bis promises to place the army on a proj>er 
footing, and the di.sappointinent of tliese . 
promises. He hail to complain, that 
sentiments and language had on this sub- 
ject been cither misunderstood or misrepre- 
sented. As to, the* actual amount of otjr 
military force, he bad long since declared 
that it appeared to him nearly adcqaato^tOi 
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die circumstances of thfrrcouu^. '^hat 
he objecteil to was, principally, die manner 
in whi(:lt it was distributed. He had com- 
plained tooj of our deficiency in disposable 
ibrce, and to supply, this delkiency, his 
most active exertions had been directed. 
He did not see then any ground for aup- 
posing that, for the accomplishment of so 
desirable an end, temporary expedients 
should noX be resorted to, and ministers 
had accordingly combined these with a pUh 
for the regular recruiting of tKeahny, 'If 
from this period kst year, doWct>to the 
present’ day, twenty or thirty thoniand 
men had been added to Our- disposable 
force, he did not see with wliat justice mi- 
nisters could tjc accused of neglecting our 
military resources’. He begged gentlemelj 
to reflect on the difficulties attending tlie 
recruiting for the army in this commercial 
country, and yet with all'these difficulties, 
we had now a disposable force of a hmi- 
dred and forty thousand well disciplined 
troops, besides a hundred thousand that w'ere 
stationary. To these were'to be added about 
four Imiidred thousand volunteers, fixrmihg 
altogether a force wJiich at once shewed 
the activity of the government, and tl>6 
zeal and sijlrit of onr general population. 
'I 'he slate of dur military strength was in- 
deed such as to remove all diffidence or 
anxiety. The right lion, member next ad- 
verted to the state of the navy. - It whs 
true that theikj '^'as in ships of the line a 
vc*ry trifling increase, but when it was 
^ considered how many had been necessarily 
laid up in the docks to be repaired, he was 
sure that tlie exertions of the noble ford 
lately at ihe head of th« admiralty, to ex-* 
pedite this iinpAtant branch of the public 
service, was CRiiihd -to the gratitude of 
the country. Egadly entitled to approba- 
tion was his zealoUs activity in providing 
Stores of every description, and lits dili- 
gence in hastening the fitting out of that 
inferior species of naval force which the 
peculiar circumstances of tlie cour^y ’re-^ 
r|hired. He denied that the e^lcape ofthd 
French squadrons at all evinced want of 
KiKAvledge or activity on the part df the 
admiralty. On every one of tii^ stations 
where the squadrons of the enemy - werci 
they had been blockaded, and if py Acci- 
dent Uie blockade Was raised, there was lio 
proof of the least blame* attached td any 
one individual. It was quite impossible^ 
^reat as was the amount of our naval 
to ^jiave squadrons in all parts of the vwW 
ift which a hostile fleet might by accident 
VOL.V. , 


dircct'lta ^course. 

duct of ^ admiralty as to the fiM> 

of the Toulon*^ It Wat 

certniiied that Iftey had ^ewt of the^JSlj^^' ^ 

diterraneam pii' tte contrary, there wjj^ 

then reaiion to suppose ;ffiat th^ 

view an 

tempteither oA 'Our Westilniifia 

the Brazils, tiioaj|h he at libe^^ 

to speak' with, floater frwipm^o^ 

ject He^dculedthiVt the mmtM’Of , 

oh board the Toultm fleet fcid 

ast^ertaincd. On the Cohb*aiyulte-tt^;cdjt^ .... 

fradictory accounts had ai 

come into the possession of i"; 

feasoikble precaution had 

tlie part' of government, ' but £ 

hbvi'cver active,, could at till tifbeiii^prdNTO' ; 

the escape' of an enemy, oontStmai^ ' 

the Watch to elude us; Ho . 

on dhe ^tate of Irclandji whkh < hi^ 

was ground of not ^ little 

improvement IM taken plac^ - 

yet remained to 'fee done to 

vantages; of the imion. th^ '^ 

every thing Tnflan^matory . 

dioitsly *avbid«il^ on ra’ subject so'‘'%l»6afe/’ 

and at thb ► Isarnb Itffie so 

it had only ISben^'iMdeA tally , 

shpuldhot ihsist bh it dir f he pfrcisenfe cii^ 

rioii. Aft«?r going through 

the right lion, gcrit. proceeded to iJtam Wlik; • . 

had been bis original vicvi*^ of 

M' hostilities,, views heViifili V. 

never for a momdnt Vkpavted:'^ 

never fehppoiied or 

Ktdry (br’re bfWhJS> cpnhtty Was ^ 

reduce ffie lrt«SWjii^jO*atnbiti^k or fsorf^ J 
tbe. o^rgtbwn pdwdr of Frai^V 
iflaifiisSned, hoWeiTsrv that' tills .. ’ 

ebftljS notf consistently with its ’ safer . , hoW 
re^iA relations of and amity ^it& 



of thb. of the cojitineitt; /; . 

an oppibfifctmity might bte foiind of ' 

a cothmofi cause Wth tbetn; against 
bt^itiou bf an htdiViaual ^ - 

of thoAe laws Iumfch re^ 

of elviliZod khigdpmsV 
this edumry to fj^poFthe iHvi 
bhtorkined b dhubtV 
i^tfempt;^ Jf^madei would'bb: s<iy 
ta.bpib^^ 

feaf teul bflfbn^ ib slavish Cfir 
nse^ ' Up' and shako off tlfei^f ig 
cliaihs.^ ^Siich Weref the viewi whtefi 
2 



mi 






hadihii^ 4owa> taoA #uch had l^n the prln 
‘ «l{j^ea PO' wh^ the confidential cpjtiununi* 

laitiena alhided to i» W maje»ty:*a m^sage 
^ heeo condoctedi . The principle ot joint 
peace, or joiOt war formed the of the 
iMMtiaiioiiii/aud he was glad to find Uie 
f|$t htm. gent (Mr., Windham) folly en- 
’^ted into the system. To obtain such' a 
eo-opemtion from Russia was wliat ministers 
were desirous of effocdhg^ and >vhat true 
policy dearly demanded^ He allowed^ in* 
deed, that Russia ^nfi independent of 
Other continentaLpowersj ^as not efficient 
foreftectna]ly>redncing thp- power of France. 
To interest other .powers.i|i the same c^use 
became therefore a matter .of Uie utmost 
pcms€quence> , but to acetwplish this, he 
peeded not to apprise the house, was a mat- 
ter i of -cuttmne difficulty*. . The sccresy 
tocb n<%otiatton$ ret^uired, the dig- 
dismil. of. all the circumstances connected 
with nkh a dose union of interests, and the 
imnngbmeDt pf the means by . which the 
sS&rent mefob^s of the cbnfedcracycpuld 
be brot^t to aCt^tpgether, were all, reasons 
^Ay the communication .alluded to in the 
iWessage could no^ nowjr after so ’Jong an 
Intervil, be satisfactorily eaplatned. He 
tmsted^ tfaenj the house wookl hot refuse 
to give bn this occasion^ the same credit to 
Iho message, which other messages, under 
Siiiiitar^ dccnmstaaicesi had obtained. His 
majesty stated^ that no morci distiip:t com< 
inunication could be made with safety^ and 
thtofom he hoped that no unnecessa^ ob* 
It^e might be thrown in the .way .of con- 
la^xkms c^Ue of prod^cilig tlie most satU- 
iMto^iesolts. The right hon. gent, conclu- 
de giving his, negative to the motion, 
i'Mr. &rey^.in repy., adverted to thede< 
d^ifiation respecting the sufficiency of tile 
Mhoduce of Inc suipos of the Consolidated 
Fdnd to dei^y tba expenses of loans 
for tha«.threo Him yeaw during die war^. 
Such^-hri Uftdcrstopddtto have been then 
iuierttd; meinher now 

wnleavDtirod to put another coastructipa on 
it; Upon the array he would .not then say 
«ny thing, as that subject was to be brdv^it 
forward oy an hon. memher. l%.foe ob- 
•ma^om idhieh he made xespMtihg foe 
notsU foe st^ll cpmpsra- 
H for foe pu?po«t? of 

{MHangffofoiJifmb^ pf but tp 

riittw i&at ik$m O^ua) to fop sifoaiion 
af/foe m ,ht^%^wjfo 

-jB^d .wfojph, fo^uU jot have 


been 1 

Thjfe charge, as he could collect, *fpr th^ 
rigiit hon. gent, did not openly express it, 
was, that, that noble lord had npt exerted 
himself as he should have done, to supply 
the usual decay of the navy. .But liow did 
the ^C^^ors of the noble earl supply the 
defidencies occasioned by decay ? Why, by 
puithasing from the merchant-yards such 
ships as rafght be hiirly said to constitute not 
any portion of the strength, but rather of 
foe u^ahne^ of the British navy. Hb 
would not deny but that the greatest vigi- 
lance might be sometimes baffled, and that 
a^ single squadron might escape from tlitf 
enemy^s ports, and yet no blame be im- 
putable either to the board of admiralty, of 
the officer who com^n^ded on the station 
But what weft; the hou^ to think, when 
one. fleet escaped from Toulon, another 
frcmi Cadix, two from Aochefort, one of 
which was now at sea with 3,500 troops on 
board 1 surely there Was fomething more than 
mere accident in so many escapes. Hr 
\yould ask/ after two years of war, what 
had been done } Could ministers say where> 
the fleets of France or Spain were gone ? 
Could they undertake to the assure countiy, 
that tlicy were not at foe very moment 
giviifg a decisive blow to some of the most 
important interests of foe country ?-— Tho 
question being loudly called for/ tiie house 
divided. 

Ayes - ...--Jio 


Noes 


26i 


Majority againstMr. Grey’s motion 1 5 1 * 
Adjourned at a quarter before three 
o’clock on P'riday morning. 
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HOUSE OF L0,lll)9. 

A * ' ' . . r 

Friday, 

[MiilUTEs.l— -Mr. Lascelles brought up^* 
frpnithp commons Mr. Pittas Itid^nity bill; 
whicli was read a first time, and ordered tix 
be printed. — Lord Suftblk presented a p^i- 
tion ffdm foe church-wardens of tiie parhlv' 
of S|. Flrndras, against the PancHas Poor bill. 
T!ps petition, like that presented yesterday, 
wait Tound to be irregular, and was with- 
drawn, Sh drder that adofoer more consist- 
ent With foe orders of the house might be 
preseilted/--^Tbe Stipendiary Curates* bill 
being reH^mmitted, the archbishop of Ar- 
ningh mdved^ that the words ** England and 
be teft out, in order to make the bilt ' 
applicabte fo Ifoland^ elab. After a long 
coDVersatkm> ia which foe arebbisbop 

•' j ' ■ ' ■ 





Pnbliri, the archbishop of (^nterBuiv, the 
}ord Chancellor, earl Fttewillia®, thebidif^ 
of St. Asaph, the bishop of Lwdon, «c. 
9 poke, die motion was negatived. The 
cnalrtnan then reported end ob- 

Uined leave to sit again 
* [CoWpucT ov Judge Fox.J“)U>t«fWal,'- 
(fngliam presented a petitioh ftoni Jci^- 
dcefox. The petitioner, after rtfei^ng fti 
the examination of the witnesses, w^ich tfifok 
place on Wednesday last, i^ated. that he felt 
ft his duty to spbrnit h> tlieir IdMshIps* coif- 
aideration tho^situatjlon in which h^.^toud,1:ii 
order , that the hardship of that sUuatfoii 
might be removed*. He ftdd leah-^d oh 
Wednesday, that the expeiijjes of W . Arfnr 
strong,^ and others^ who wefe ^rtics a^itis't 
were deftayed at dxe pnblic G&rge, 
These, ,^j^Ds were, riot only ekamip^ ni 
ivituesses aga^iust himi but were he^Vd by 
counsel, usual, in cases o^pViyate ite- 

titiouers,, charges^ againsf bjba r^ated 

S transactirijv^ wbioi occurred so far Inck M 
e summer ^assizes in iSOcI, and l)e liad re- 
ceived tl^e first notice of the proceedings 'on 
the subject in their lordships’ bodse, tfarbritfh 
the medium of the public newspapers, Tne 
petitioner farther obsen-^d, that he liad 
greatly harassed, arid stiftwed much'vexatidtt' 
of mind, by. tbp proo^dings against him# and 
had been subjected to expens^. Bjit 
tltough the expend he had already ititct^rra 
was considerable, it formed bpt a sm^f tW 
of that which he would probably fee put to. 
He M'as thus placed in a sltiiation very un- 
equal to tliat in which the parties ag jinsf 
liinj stood. He, a pribhe magistrate, whs 
obliged to defend himself iji^t bii bwp hx- 
expense, against jtfiy|itc {ndividuals^ho'iCftK" 
ried on their pro^utiori with the public 
money. The peption also Umeutc^l tJiat the 
duties which many of their loridships had, at 
this season of the to perform ^llewhm 
necessarily rc^pcedthc imiuher of 
aiid w^isli^that 

wlio mightrbave to djerfeW 9 ri bjfs cw, WFs| 
hayo an opporljmi^qf hearing 
tlie procer dings, ' Tfee petition 
reqijbstiug. tlieir^Wfliitu^ tO: t^^orihe/pr^^. 
miscsinto consideijstioo, apd ta 
nicasufcs thcrppok^asj^to jth^oif'jiboola 
proi>er,. . . . ,, ■ ^ 

.^he Z^rfll Chancellor <^se,iv^y /Wt .JU,, 
resp^ which wa^4ueji> 


proj^sic^ tb:refer It ida comrilitteh 
it embi^^lced'aevefal other object^, 
it more ptiSper tbaf it should bdeometl^ 
subject of i&Hbemion hi the house^^ 
therefore, raov^, that it be tak^ lutn^eoai^ . 
slderatlbuw on Tliesiday nexty andthatvtlMt ' 
Idrddhips' O9N; 

deRxf.^Ad]oun^. '^5 - 




\Vhbna. this petition 00 , 11 ^,. ^ ji^U Jli'toyAb'i 
ipiportaiU matters it W 

\yorthy of their lordshipa’.most'serit^'^Q^^ 
Had it f^t^ merely . to majf 
ters 6f a peevnuuy nature, he should have 


Rouat OiP‘ CO-M.ROXS.« ;< r, 

^ 7 ;7g' 

{HUu^ tbri)^^ a cditnhlttci^ wa]^'T6pc»t^^ 
read'a tbii^ time and |^sK#.—iSilr Bvu£ Mw 
p«n tbtt' thbre' be iaid befim tti# . 

nqiue aU' acoite't'bf 

tkaed hy trea^me^ irfhU'tiijije^y ihi]i^ 

^Uidef 'tne'a^ tSf ’Ae ^ nf xbii (htljei^iiy ' 
Ja^g'tb th^ 'dltH^ve^y bf the libii|gRU#»Hli4: 
4o7an bccbitnt of the niboit» 
tike beaiil ofldn((itnd^, ftotAlhb’tiatieffJIti^ 
1904,. totfib 1st of, June, 190S^ 'Ordet^ 
-^liie Aoneriddhl^i^tMWeoiSi^kotttitkoe^ 
bill wits/^d e second titnei-ttld ora^ed['l$» 
be pHOfM,' and dOnmdtted on l^tidayiieart^ 
Iliie P6m'G]«0f|jr-B)Bi«a)iaiedthraiightt eom, 
Alttee, Vjpdfted^’ t«5 he^'iws^osMdj - 

OitdreKd tiiAe’Ool'kmk^^'next^'H), 

iBd’Wocaim'Maliiiftoitttehf I^Haliy' Sue* 
petido^ btll, OOssbd tbrot^ H^ttmunittee ; to 
hO'rt^kbfthd on’TYi^y.i^A hlft WBaonJeiw 
^’puritlaikt fothe-iteif^irtiort'of tb®>c0ijsnii0e - 

jMnrtt^nt 'td'.iiotito,’m(iv0 
fbf atod'obtaiiiedilBstfc^ftt bring^jii\a ( hffl 
a^orim the. l<Ml''idiiiti^s8iadeteMif^<tU[ 
tremti# W |towal|t^'d9«lrtb wltelw;' to 
wgf^oiised ui.i6efdtin pCkHs, upeir teqibSt^' 

duMr^Tbe 

iCM^tt01^'lU&lati^^^ Ukelio(k 

. tift'Obn^issfQndn ''bill vMlo ii$t^bE^.>-7^rh4 
iriblnnnMd a jdiird^ 

tln^e aiS^ t|w ek 

’c%i^ pj«Seii(ed ah'^k^ccimbt'bf rife nonibeeof . 
Wrbtr 'Of hohil^citoed tn the Ideof ‘Mam 
Ufipttim' '’^wtOd to Ito'^a ibo taUc.^;^ 

bill puisuanb 

iff' Aettipbft for layiag 

jiiHr Ifc'id I# cochineal 

pOttird'% q»n»paiV>T^% ,, 
‘■'swSto’fn^l'^s^bhd^dwebrilitod •' 

ed’a^ccdfoji{^^niMiib«f«f^ ' 

tSMddlf^riiiS^Indta Compete ; 

Viipe .th«' ' 

rSdit^'^pnli’.^fo IridM><do»li^^ eatol^ 
TjeH'da. ’'^'Oriisr0d' to lie on' the ttlfCi'T’MfeJ’ 

^ 2U 2 





IJWwji$j?il . ese|i,^4, s^erjl > accounts re^ 
th^ QMOPi^ of sbi«>si a commission; 
i^fltat.e'Of tlieiock-yards, to pursuant to 
j.ord<?r of tbe house. Oi dero4 to He On 
ChancvUor of the Exclie- 
' qoer.ohj^ryc^t thit a ballot to determine the 
of the Middlesex petition stootl for 
]^6n(}ay> which, with a view to the dispatch 
oif .public btisincbs, it would be desirafele to 
;^lpone* 33 the dflfu ulty of proceeding in 
Si^Ud* at (his advanced period of the ses- 
lioR might interfere with tha| .business. It 
was for the house to * consider w^hetiier it 
Tife^uld not be expedieiTt to put off tht? baHot 
to next session, but at al! events it was highly 
desirable to clischarge th^f^der for Monday, 
wheOiit might be fijicd for some other day 
the woek, for tliC house to liave an op- 
]^ 9 rt\uxjty of considering the propriety of put^-j 
off to the next session .-—jAfter a short 
of consuibition^ the order was made, 
of all parties, for Thursday, the 
• It . of. August, ‘being in effect to defer the 
piict.tomGxt scission. 

fCoMSIlTTB^ 0 ¥ Sup^V.-— His MaJES 
ipv.’s Mis.ssA.GE, Ac.]—- IJie Chancellor of 
E^chequi^r moved th^ order the day 
fora cammHlee of tlie#?liole house to con- 
4der of the supply to he granted to hia ma- 
jesty. His mi\jesty-8 inessage, tho estupates 
for the British museum^ the,V%tmin8tetr 
court-house, the accounts of cxrliequer bilK 
the eftimales of the boiird oriirst fruits, and 
u^al annual parliamentary grains for 
offiices in Ireland, were referred to the.cpm- 
j^ittee. The houi^ ^'iviug rcso.lyed itself 
^tp the committee, and his majesty’s raesr 
ipehciiig read froiii the chair, • 
w;Xhe Chafiu/lur of the Exchequer stated 
tihatf as the subject of his majesty’s message 
Ik^d been fully discussed in the king debate 
t^t Jiyd taken place the preceding nighty it 
would not b? for him io ^nter Wo 

Wy explanation: of tl\e gcueriil ground upon 
w;hich IW Jiou>e wps calJeU -on ,tu agree in 
. tite vote whicli it was his inteu^pp to pror 

r e. It v/as the Jess necessary .Whiqa tp 

so, because, in the course pr that dj^bate, 
Ife had had an opportunity of pfifipring tp tW 
hon.se those observations whSph. applied mqx^ 
to. W present .queitidu:/*. op tl^je 
proposiiiojn for farnia{)lng btii m^- 


■ availteg^hini^f of. 

tOta Con^^ oUW.^pOWtEf^®; Pf EUr 

and 

a£nnuiati<^> .1p)a#liffent Wb tjSe 

. ItiUfrwts P*>«Dtry, md tW future, ^e- 

^ffy of as the.SjJ^ li^d tjpen 


retommended in his mlycsty’s mes&ige. Th© 
<Mily subject to wbicH hcIuid ta direct the at- 
tention of tlie committee was the ainoiiht of 
the sum to be voted, being three millions 
and a half. It would on all hands be ^ow- 
ed, that it wai desiralde, if an opportunity 
should offer for making a vigorous effort, 
under circumstances shewing it to be practi-. 
cable that .vUch an effort could be made on a 
laige scale, that would be Hkoly to command 
.success and insure the eventual attainment 
of the object we had in prospect. Gentle- 
men would recollect, that when he had pro- 
posed a sum of five millions for Uiia purpose^, 
it had been at au early period of the session, 
wlwn the whole year* was before them, and 
there wa$ a probability of a great and conti- 
nued exertion. Ho desired, however, • not 
to be tipderstood to mean tliat it was less de- 
sirable now than at a former period, that a 
co-operation on an extended scale should 
take place, and he proposed to vote the 
.smaller .sum only becaiLse at this advanced 
period of the season there could be no pros-, 
pect of a continuance of exertion through 
any considerable portion of the year. Ho 
.should confine himself to moving, that a: 
sum, not, exceeding three millions five hun- 
dred thousand pounds, be granted to his ma- 
jesty, to enable his maje.sty to enter into such 
engagements, and to lake such mea.sures as 
the exigency of affairs may require.” — Oa 
the question being put, 

Mr. Fox* observed, that after w'hat bad 
pi9s.sed/ both the right lion. gent, and the 
puliHc would expect that be sljould give a 
direct negative to this vote. The right hon. 
gent, had said that it was not necessary for 
him fo enter into any fiylhcr explanation 
on .the subject now. He had said the pre- 
ceding night that it was impossible, and if 
he still, adhered to the same declaration it 
would be equally valid now as tliqn. This 
oircuifislauce he adverted to only to shew 
that the necessity of explanation had not 
becn.sgupcrsedfd by any. communication to 
the.li(mse. "Wheh ‘a ixilnister came to that 
house {or a tWo of fot‘ purposes 

v^ch he Jeff , them to the wildest flights of 
invagination to conjecture,, "and sui^, that it 
waVhls^duty not to give infrimaihm, ho 
should repjy>^ that it was his duty to give 
no; money. JJq one would deny, that it 
was d^irable that we should have as exten- 
sive co-operation as pos.sible, but the houiie 
had not ^xy^cssed an opinion on that .sub- 
wh^t had passed, it was a 
matter of less delicacy to express an opinion 
on hypothesis, as to tlie purpose for whiyh 
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the vole wa* called for; whetlier on ihe 
hypothesis that it was to enable us- to make 
terms of peare, or on the hypothesis that 
it was to enga^!;e the powers of the confi- 
neut to co-opeiatc with in the war. On 
this j)ead he should .state briefly his opinion. 
It seemed to be the prevailing opinion, 
that to engage wi'h Russia alcno wonld 
make our situation more diflicult than at 
pR‘,seDt, iiiu< ‘is Prussia or Austria. could be 
included in tJie confe«leracy : cjf the first of 
tlicse powers "co-operating th^o was less 
hope, of the latter more, thoiiigb he thought, 
fear a more proper term than hope in the 
latter. case. Without a sure prospect of effi- 
cient co-o|)eration, he sliouM feel most un- 
happy if he were to sutler tliis vote to pass 
without , entering . his protest againtt it, ' 
w^ithout w'aruing this country and Europe 
against the consequences, man could 
tell W'hat \i ould be the issue of war •, but 
when they looked to the past, he asked, 
wdth what rational hope such a 'war as the 
late one could be. begun, and with what 
rational ground of success ? Was it intend- 
ed that, at the present period of the year, 
wdien Austria was unprepared, any opera- 
tions sliould be undertaken, or only that 
every thing should be prepared to . begin 
^ the war in the next campaign ? If Austria 
were to move, and the con.KCcmenco should 
be, what was not improbable, productive 
of serious disasters, what w'ould become of 
our hopes of continental connexions ? what 
of the liberties of Europe ? what of the pro- 
spect of setting limits to the power of 
France, justly and rationally considered al- 
ready too formidable ? Under such cir- 
cumstances, and on such information, it be- 
came wise men to consider well before 
they should grapt any money where the 
chances were one hundred to one against 
success. But it * was tlie manner in which 
the matter was. proposed that weighed with 
him. If we had remained at peace, as he 
wished we had, and Austria, Russia, or 
Prussia, had applied to us for as.sistanpe ifi 
their quarrel, no man would.be more ready 
tiuiii himself to agree to granting it. Bat 
when we had daslied . singly into the war, 
and, as had been argued the prec^ffig 
ni^ht, for the purpose of rousing the ppw^s 
oi Enroj)ft by our example, which we could 
only exhibit in the case of inrasipn, that 
put the question e>n a ditfereat ffiQtipg; ile 
disliked the phrase to rouse Eufop^^ be- 
cause the attempt to do so had the eflfect 
of producing a disinclinalion to co-operate 
willx us. Evei*)^ man knew tliat the charac- 


! ter of thd British government in Europe ^ 

I that it w'as actuated by selfish motim 
jinstigt^ing the powers of the continent ' 
[war for British interest.?. He hoped tl^tJr 
I this opinion was false ; but if w.e shoul# ; 

! attempt to instigate the power.? of the coti^\ 
|tincnt to a renewal of hostilities, whB^ 
:tliey wj‘>hed to remain at peace; .whether* 
for the purpt.'Se of regiiinhag strength or re-»* ^ 
Imiiting their resources, or for whatever^ 
j other iiMson, if would alienate the ofiTec^; 
lions of H iroj)e more from us thaii any in-' 
efficiency that could take place in the con- 
duct df the war. If Aitstfia alone w^ere- te# 

I embark with ns iu the war, she coui4 . 
not use her exertions with advantage to her* 
self or to us. ' The, interests of both wouht 
be identified, could not be separated, 
consequently neither could" enjoy the ful| 
benefit of her exertions, lliis was agi;ouf^ 
for thinking that tlie result could not 
fiivourable. Austria would be driveh to the^' 
a Jkn native of concluding a treaty unilorth^ 
same circumstances which obliged her to> 
conclude the treaty of Eeoben axid Lurie- 
ville, and to submit to such terms as Prani:^' 
should efictate,* for it was contrary to alh 
experience and history to suppose^ os htnA 
been argued, that being engaged to RuSsi**! 
and England, she would be bound to hold 
out to the last. No country could be pblf^ 
ged by any trqjaly to hold ouf to its 
structinn and lie down under its min/ 
There was another alternativo which AU'^'^ 
stria might adopt, which was, to hold out tot 
the end ; and might not that conduct 
danger the total extinction of tlie second 
|K>wer in Europe? If she chose, as bts 
thought she would, the former alterflaiiye;. 
we shwild then be driven, afler all obr^ 
efforts and expen.se, either to make a se-- 
parate -|>Bace, or to carry on a defensive war..^ 

He hoped we should not be reduced to that 
alteroattvb, and should ..not discuss what 
should :be our conduct in such a case^ If 
would be highly indiscreet in us to form an * 
alliance for die purpose of a continental war- 
witb Russia and Austria, and it would be * 
still more ' indiscreet in Austria, for Russiat. 
and Great-Britain would be in a L\ve difle- 
re^at sHuatlon from that of tlieir ally. Ifi ' 
such an alliance could be formed with Rus-‘ 
siOt Austria, : Russia^ and the other 
,of the conffiieut, as woftld .^in thrif goo^ ' 
will; withbnt attempting to tou^ th^n he^ 
fore th<ar4)wn interests, in ffieir own 
of thef^i, ^wtmki ’ call fpr^v thein^exeitions,| 
such an alliance would afford ivopos thatv 
we mi^t obtain reasonable vtefni&iof peace/' 
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r^«on for n6t voting for . the sura pro- 
f posed was^ because no answ^^r had been" 
i^thmed to the propositions of the French 
^-ernnient. Time enough had elapsed fbf 
dbtuinmg ' tlie consent of Russia j arid ihe 
dfect or with-holding cxplanfttioiv from tli6 
Bbrise oh' the subject must be, that they 
iiVbidd not place any ct>ntidence in his ma- 
S' ministers. \Va8 any reputation gaiii- 
^'by not returning an answer ? Were they 
itbt, until some exjdanattr/n MiOnld be given, 
in Uie odious situation of triiying left a pa- 
chic proposition six months rinimswerod ? 
Bdl it had "'been said, thut a ftW days after 
the proposition, a message had been sent to 
the French iioundl in terras not very com- 
piimenOiry to tlie British government. Cer- 
tainly wc sliould not be the foremost to 
ribtkfe such expressions, for even the mes- 
under consideration contained language 
S^bt very; complimentary to the Freii^ go- 
VefnhlcJit. Hd was ignorant what prnposidons 
Ilfs majesty \s ministers intended to make, but 
hb had ho doubt tbiat they ought to be kept 
^ secret till they .should be made known at a' 
general editress.* If it was their intetitlon 
td propose terms through Russia to firdnec, 
hh took that opi>ortunlty of eritrcatihg his 
ihajesty^sthraisters; that they might be rea- 
adVidble. He did not me^ that the pro- 
phsltibna ^odd be exactly what they would 
Insist ’upon their ultimatuVn, but that the 
difference betw^u' the extremes of what 
shouhf nt first demand, and what they 
abduld afterwards consent to'acxiept, should 
b^ as small os miiy b^. If tlic propositions 
^ould be such as Europe shnuid think un- 
reasonable, or as this government, if iti the 
place of the French government, would think 
uhrbstsonablc, to be accepted ; if they should' 
besuch oiil^as >verc to foirU the 'grounds 
of a manifesto on the part of powers pre- 
viotisly detennined on wur, though you 
shouW engage the continent in a new war, 
you w-ouw alienate' the dispD.s5tion of Eu- 
rope from you more than If ho should 

be proposed at all. ‘ He spbke thus geh^olly, 
because totally in the daVk bri the sdoject, 
and guided only' ty conjecture. Whatew 
we 'might say of our distmerestediiesa, W^b^t- 
6r^?f,of moderation and forbeanihee, Eurqpe 
had a different opinion; whiigb njigld pos- 
«ih^* be wrong; but we had a cnairacter 
to ifaih or r^eve bn the occasioh . Jtet the 
. ^answer tu be contain pro^i^ons 

^reMoabl^ih tlie extreme, if 'shef) a bon- 
terms auiid be used^ 'the lef- 
be that tbcjr might lie 
^ouSd 'b'e the only misebier Hiat 


could resulf from proposing them.' Wo 
should then make a separate peace, and could 
.^y man contend that there was compnra-* 
tively any great difference as to the object, - 
whether a peace w'as to be concluded hy 
Great-Britaiii and Russia, or upon terms 
tliat w^ould be approved of by . all Europe, 
and which all the powers of Europe would 
pos.sibly guarantee ? But if the terms 
should not be accepted, as some gentlemen 
W'ore disposed to think that tliere was no in- 
clination in the French government, tl^jugh 
for himself be had some doubts , cjf it, 
whilst the Icahing of his mind was the other, 
v^iy, this would strengthen die argmnent 
of those who urged the necessity of rpusrag. 
Europe. The more reasonable the terms, 
that sbi^d be rejected, ;the greater would, 
1 k$ the indignation of Europe at their re- 
jection. He could not help thinking that^ 
Europe had been tlirough peace and war., 
against us, and with France. France has^ 
now given us au. advantage to conciliate aU" 
the world, and we should manage it. It 
was not enoiigh that, the indignation of Eu- 
rope w'a.H excited, wo shouki persuade tlie 
continent that w^ had reason on our side, 
and that the tnju.stice was on the part of 
France. He was glad of this opportunity 
of stating Ills opinion on tlio general ques^ 
tion. As to the particular subject now 
under discussion, he had pothing to add 
to What he had stated at the outset, that 
be could not agree to it. If it was a 
Vote of credit, 3iat would not be novel. 
When last war a subsidiary treaty had 
been arranged with Russia, a sum of mo- . 
ncy had liecn voted, but tlien the hous^ 
knew for what objecU , In the prescut case 
they were told nothing. They did not know 
whether it was intended fo^ or Rus- 

sia, or for purposes of enabling us to procure 
terms., of pc^c, and they bad uo security 
tl'it it would not be applied iu tli^ manner 
the house was most ^prehensive, of. Ho 
should therefore give vole, a decided ne- 
gative. . . : 

The Chancellor of ih§ Exchequer' . 
thk when he had said that it was needless to 
enter Rirther on this 'question . he h^ 
rested his amrtlou on the general, viewa 
which the house, had of the .object whlqli . 
was designed to be answered by Uils vote of ,- 
credit. ' That object W2^s to form such 
operation with the .conttnfthtal ppwer}i,r,as ^ 
Would idtlnii^ly to a secure and 
peace. Now what, he. conceived the bouse , 
to have distinedv agreed in was, tbal* a geu^?-^ . 
ral concert would be far better than il* ah v 


■f . ‘s 
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attempt had been made at a separate .pacifi- 
cation. That was the general opinion, and 
even^iie opinion of many' of those who did 
not exactly agree with him. But from what 
the hon. gent, had now said, bethought that 
he had abandoned tins principle, so far as to 
say that a separate peace would be better 
tlian any concert formed for the purpose 
either of i>ence or of war. His obser\^ations 
seemed to go this length, that all attempts 
at releasing ourstdves from our present situa- 
tion were improper, because it might hap- 
pen that our affairs might be made worse. 
‘Hiis was a mode of reasoning that would 
fead all the pow’ers of the continent to re- 
main supine under the oppression of hVnnce, 
nnd never attempt to oppo.se her schcmc^i of 
ambition and aggrandizement. Why ? bc- 
jLMUse, in opposing these schemes, they ran 
a risk of making matters worse. But w'erj 
they to wait till the power of Franco was 
much more increased, and much more cou- 
firn)cd ? till their Own resources w ere much 
more reduced than they were at prc.sent, and 
till the power of resiatauci^ gone ? U’his 
would indeed be exposing themselves to a 
certainty of having theirs made worse. Sure- 
ly the hon. gent, could never intend to carry 
tlic opinion to this extent. But then he 
said, that wc Ought to wait till they were 
ready, and iiot to place ourselvc.s iii die 
odious character of the disturbers of Europe. 
If he wxM-e at liberty to enter upon a. state- 
ment of facts, he might perhaps satisfy even 
the hon. gent, on that bead. This he was 
iK)t at liberty to do. However, if we were 
at peace with a country, and endeavoured to 
«xcite other nations agahist it, for views and 
purposes of our own, undoubjtcdJy this 
would be to expose oursiclvds to the odium to 
wJiich he alluded. But he could not con- 
ceive what odium could attach to you, when 
you were unjustly attacked, if you endea- 
voured to bring , others to your assistance, 
esjTecially if their interests were equally con- 
cerned. No odiam> then, could justly be 
attached to us on this actount. > It might .be 
Jierhaps, invidious to involve ^otlier nations 
in war, when your own intefetst ^lone was 
concerned; but in the fifesent case,' our 
nu-n interest arid that of the continent were 
clo.sely connected, as the security or hoih Iti 
a great measure depended uix>n tncir'co-qpe-- 
ration. If you tnerefore could'bperi tfie 
eyes of the continental nations to their true 
interests,* if you Could clearly shew, them 
tl^at not only their interests bat thdir;^lva^ 
tlon depended upon their joining yoli in op-*- 
posjng an enemy whoso object it was to de- 
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stroy you both, then surely it w as notoi4||;^ 
no}: unjust, hut it was even meritorious, ^ 
secure theii^ Co-operation if possible. . 
it ought to be observed, that this might lA/ . 
point of fact be the case, thougli he oni}^ \ 
meant to put it hypothetically. The-pkiwertt . 
of the continent might have doubts ;i$, 10^ ' 
tJieir qbiiity for proi^ocutipg the war. Novir^ 
nii.ght it not hapi^en that Ihese doubts miglUi ' . 
ari.se from their being ri^uch more powerfuj^ 
in any other way thniin tlietr finances } 
this case w^e might haye the ability 
move all these doubts. Was not Uns; alto- 
gether fair and desirable ? .If you were 
ahlcd to remove vheir objections, and to bqldv . 
out an expectation that they would, he sup- 
plied whert: they were mo^tdeiiciept, would, 
it not be botli for tlieir intcrei^Jt and yopr 
to do so ? When the hon. geut. recurjif49 
to the Idea ol‘ a peace guaranteed by 
other, mitioas of Europe, it yyas above . 
tilings to be con^idcrcd, wliat wa.% the silua* .. 
tion of those powers who u-ere to he 
guarautee.s, and wliat were their meaa^^t 
prest^rving it. If they were in such 
of weakness a.s not to l)e able to punhh n- 
violation 'of the treaty, to what eficcta4 ? 
purpose, NvpuJd their guarantee serve ? Viewv-^ 
ing the subject in this light, it app^jr^ 
hini necessary that there fhoul^ be 
convciitred system agreed ou betu^n lis 
otlier pjwers, before we could properly 
plain ourw'lves to Fr£uicc, with respect 
Uiat sort df peace which we raiglit thinks 
necessary for our own recurity, aiid - the 
curity of Europe. To e.stabl;sli this sort of * 
concert among the other nations was certain*’., 
ly a, subject of much delicacy and difficultj';,^^ 
and it was therefore not at all surprising th^,. 
tho^ negotiations were not now in sitchal ^ 
state of maturity as to allow of a comraunw - ’ 
cation re.specting .Uieni. The hcMi. gent., 
seemed to misunderstand the spirit of tlie. 
answer which was given by -his majesty ta 
the overture of peace on the part of jpraiice. 
Noticing could have been more loose or ge- - 
neral than the te,rni8 t)f that overture* and, 
certairiJv the answer w^as not disdainful or 
scornful } it was all that the country, under.,, 
the, existing circumstances, could $ayj ^for rt ... 
stated our desire of peacei but at the ‘same .. 
time tlie necessity wc felt of a)nsiihfog the, ; 
other natjons of .Enrojie,. witli wbomjV<s.u 
were’ , ir^ cpnjfiklentijl intercourse - 1 
ftencli o\:$ri;nre. stat€;d no specific teTO* n& , . , 
on , which ’ peace ebujd, be ^nte4 j , ^ - 

mes.sages.ot ihe French govenimont * 

legislative liod/j lay down as a sine qua 
of qicacc, tluf ,w:c sliall agree not ipjily 



bilttodsdr «0|iitiw- 
ilta1pf .lliltt.n(|g^ the partiotfitf. 

pi<6»eot"VW.'.%way94' 
tibe ottafie''^-'^''i^N!jll^ 
" ‘ 6 eo» expwfsljr jfatW, 
meial «^oa«bntet»fif.Ffa||^ 
Eet »aiiohB,'acct4^mi«4'<tqr'V 
demand tba^ w>Y"nib^ j)t^ 

It wtiicb, iiriJ?te:flpyw,ia"o«r,^/ 
ti ind-ln 

’-tiiiM not; t£pil|f^.^:i!tn»H]^Biiea, 

k'jw. 

cW‘ hceS^^alf tl»^jts^gft»ent of 
ItePdtiKat^toftawirf' 



tnntdd 

,^. oar part 

^wrak :oa$^propOT- 
,^: |e 'H'fakh ewtf hb^ 

atijt- peace sltotild, -if 
P^l^'.^oaidmed unm re.'^oimble 
^a‘gM^)‘pro|xMRiob Wa* most 
dij^nt^oe atili.exMfed 




Si iSSu;adcn»; or jpowdrftl^ 
rWliecoubt of^kbt ;|jopei^^t 




tfie a danger ftrJhes 

^ond ji^y^chance of advantage. In p^t olT 
hct, lie neiiey^ Ae ^^nerat opiliion £u- 
tope vrasp jtliaLt in thd present war it'a weice 
in the wrong. .This optnipn^ he feared^ Was 
pot only very general, but very just. On 
jd^|(eneral^ncip!eof the tight of instiga- 
< ^tng other natiops to take j)art ip bur quar^. 
the only dij&rence between him and the 
lion. ^nt. seemed to be this ; the right 
gebt. spoke tiieoretirally, bat he spoke 
practically.. He novef tdk^ of the injus- 
tif^ d^ expUhig Austria to war, he merely 
,^keof the icn|)bjicy of it, on account of 
me dsugersftO:^^ it would ^expose that 
^wer: ; He upve? heard any body so san- 
guine as to bkpect the asUstance of both 
Ausb^iU' and Pra>siay end if tliey were oft 
opposite aides we might lose as much on one 
as we woul^ gain ph Perhaps 

after receiving our subsidy,' tlie two‘‘powers 
might think it better to off, as gentle- 
men often do in thls.houm when they do 
not phuse to wait for'^ the divisioti. As the 
right hon. gent, had thmfght he had not ex- 
posed Kimself with sufficient precision in 
tididhg of reasonifh^e terms of peace, he 
shbula bxp^n jiimself as to what he meant 
hjr reasonable terms. .Hp thought the cri- 
te^on* of what was ir^spmible could only 
l^defprm^ed:fay ourselves in the 

bf the tptms as we evl- 

0 €^y Cbtild not lisl^l^Vpjm we in his si- 
tuaHon, were tenns'whi^^ ceita'inly ■ 

UOt beVewnabie .for,' us to propose or insist 

PcHjf supported the opinion 
bf. liik jibn. mend, who uajd Just sat down. 
’Wheii/we‘'’Veip epU^ upbb to coqie to a 
ybee credit, unppmlldecr in amount, and 
Uc^^Soch oxtraOrditiary circumsfances^ wc 
ought '"eerlkinly to' be in poskbssibn of all 
^ pq^ the atibjCct: ■ Minis*^ 

I, .hbvyevefi 'h^ labouilng tor six 
topri^nplb^rmation for die house, 
ip bis opinion, sufii- 
tl&''crate of the case.' 'in 
>^(e®e!al information, we 
' inferior specteS pf 
it vai in the powef of 
_ , 5 S. HOw did that rejprc- 
]^irb ^ } I^k to A^rin. 
ng in that^quarter fo induce 
finpiieea orfi^ aftqid iWi-e 
oh US to j^btether to take 

iaUexipu ^^Sfi^ l^issiaJikd 
.^with^rabce'dld 110^ seem 
it wais cbufirmeli 
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eviilc rti no dlsposlfion to depart from that ' conntrr vMs not infinitely 'w orse than it wat" 
p» hi Vy wiiidi orit^iiiiitiiig with Ca* when the ovcjrture from France vvas madi/ 
theriijc, and dcpaitc?! tiom by Piiul, was ' and if llie negotiation with Rurtia shoiRd 
again pm sued by Alcxamler. As to CJcr- fail, the conscqrencc might be mo'=t serious, 
man; , ti'o homflj»e to the French — ^^i'he (jnestim was then put, ainl carried 

dmpt'S'oi* in liis progr- ss the Rhone, wiih.oiit a c-iNiMon.- — Resolutions for provid- 

entric’n nrly prtned the senlimfnts of that a m: n t-ufneietd to cover tJje o’-itsUtutTlng 
rountr) JCvery groerd was v.-anting on cxchcfj’icr InJi’* in January, and the miscelh*. 
whiih rUth a vok- he justified — the ! nc<.ns g- nnls tbr irel md, itc. v/cro rgreed to. 
rvr. (her of the power.-, ,'-ud the c'harartcr of j T\!r. Lninr snid, that the corniiTittee to 
tin s*‘ j'CAvers, tiic K?!c\\ ledge of tlie fx)m- I whom ti c pciiti'on of the trusiet'S of (ho 

i'l'dsli iuu-< *,n«, praying a snna of 20,{X)0l. 
tor the piin 1>: tc of C' i lain niodcJ'* of ancient' 
sculptuic, late the uropeuy, and in the poff* 
.‘.ession of ('Ii.u 'k s 'I ovm!#= v, e.sq^ deceased, 
h.'d been reh rred, h.-d niridn I heir report ite 
I ■ our of grantir»g ;h.>t sum, as they thougUt 
ito j> iivli e-'j a wry cite:' p oijc, and that it 
:‘<r.ud not f. ii to 'I i(.\e (.-f the gr.Mte.Ht nd'.an- 
tTjc to llio aid./s, and the fine arts, in tlm 


1*1)0!'. sni'-ison V. hiclj shey wot'Kl agree to act, 
ami ill it ih It action had j-.eare it.s <'l.jcct. 

\Vo *' .10 tiJd v.e are to aolc lli-a money oni 
oi th*’ abr.ndam iv.-Cinrcos of the coiinlry. 

Thai ^h*. rc'-« *.r^e of the C()untry were .such 
as, I V o.r.f.iv-'; cieat ratri^’u-, iniglil enahh 
n.s 1-' ,'S' , .•■i'»tfer pow* r in inal ing ( 
which j. .ri‘. in lU sliou'l-i con fioer i.s advisf^^ 

!*i’ would not deny j b-.t as no infoi- 
lu.kiion 'thawior had hecn ec'nnm'uicatccl to | coiotry. Ihxing staled tliis .as ihcopiuion 
tlio ho'.'.MU by whit h llu-v wore o/i.’iih^d to j of the coriin.iliGo, I*.e would not trespass on 
judge <a rhe prtjpiie'.;, of aj'j/roprlating a ’ * ‘ 

.simije -jiiij'iig of the pi blie money to ihal 
purp^.-si , he should give Jiis decided negative 


to the in< tV^iu 
IMr. JftH'f'Sf 


their lime tuilluT, tlian to move, that a 
.sum not exceeding be granted to 

his majesty, to tMinbie the t»u.stt‘C.s of llie 
Rrit;.*-h musenin to ])urchabe tlic said eolicc- 
in votin;^ for the motion, | (a 


■iK'd.ueii, ih:t he .should not coii‘-!dt . Iiini-' j IVb*. //'" .9////’/.^/, said a few words in favour 


‘it b'M.uu to .ippiove (/f tlie Mihboqe.ent j of 


apphca'un of t!i.^ nione> ‘OMted. He | 
(Icon CM'.’il the }i)slv'in <u e.snyirg on wars 
by sc.hsid es, and eoideiuled, ihat Ironi an 
exnmiiiaiii.ji of tlie histovv of the last cei,- 
tury, il wovhl he foi n \ that in w* ea ‘0 b »d 
a torc’gii power Krniliwd ui our intcRst fo, 
liv.ac i!»aii two or (hr, e jt cr-., aiui sueJi 
power Jiad rcccive.l * ur jrione . He u'iil 
this, hceiiuse it seeiued 1 ) be ujsiuuaied tl...* 
j)re( cuing ii 'dn, that ''>!ue utw jiguf b j.; 
Lrciheii in uj.ou ijju.se v. ho had forme! • • Ju ivi ■ 
opinions r.d\'ej>e to centiiu ucii r,.i)ne’'.i()p..s, ! 
find that th'*y v. ore .v‘- dy U; c'orne . nd n.ahe j 
the amende h(>itor.iljlc ^br ever iuiMug eii- 
lOi'r.ined .such siiminuu’ls. 

^.ir. //' -Sh'i! J; hougi.t the hen. gent. 
(Mr. lianhe.) v, eul i !» .ve :,cu\'. more i (;»« - 
sistentJy w itii Ifis ^.;-(»ie.‘ ’ . yiii ; being bound 

b) approve of th.y dhpc-’iior. of the nioivy 
to be rai.'-ed by the vole <;t cr^.dit proposed, 
had he 'vxiildield Ifo cim^onl to that prop</si- 
tinn until lie lu:d e ivTUiir. 'd v. li^t was to lie 
done uiib it. Ik* di-.-eiile<l from (he r.o- 
tioii, on the gi*oui)us which had been so ably 
fitated by his lion, friend near him (htr. Fo-.), 
He c.iiledtm the fight hoii. gent, opposite fo 
considei: ilie pie< ipice to die brink of which 
he had brouidit the conntrv, and the dread- 
ful responhll i'ity that hui g oxer him. There 
ijot a point in which tlis situation of Uie 
Vot. V. 


th 


il'c rnurion, and jiiixc it as his opinigo, 
( i» wa.s tlie be.sL bargain that ever 


made fir the piii»!'c, 

Mr. UouLis .spoke in the highest terms pf 
the exeelicnee of the colirctitm, and 
grout be!u.iit tlie hue arLs in tliis tounlxy 
woiikUxrtahily deiixe fioni being acces- 
sible to th‘* pubjic. lie mentioned, how*- 
ever, lJi:u Mr 'I oxxnley had, by hib w'ill, left 
a s\ir.j of towrii'ds bniiding n gallery 

to cthiia-ii the sai'.i collection, for the pur- 
pose of i. . Uig the piil'lic h.iv'e aeee.ss to it. 
Mile iui'iijcT and toi.itives of Mr Mbw/ifey 

V. .TO j cr-'jns of large ioihute, and very K.- 
I.ci'.’i *.•> .iimtuis, and had olfered the coileo* 
td.j' to iho jj'.i.jM* at a vety cheap pureha.sq, 
rau'.cr be at the ;nr.;ble cd* huildiMig a 

nj'd at tbx* ii.-k of breaking tho^o 
x.'du.iblo uuud.hs^ in tl)e reinoxaj. He. 
ili.u’ghl, liierehjre, there vva.s a diant'b, if 
(he h<;u^^* u;d no- rec lo the pur- 
chase, that in l!ie tcui he piiblie mig{ijt, 
perh::p^r;ci the eolicciion ior nothing, ffo 
hoped, if :he imrchase vias made,*^ .some 
can' 'xvouid be lakeji by tJie house lo njako 
rcgidatioiij; in f.iVv>iir oi the pu*^lio. — Sir 

W. Vouijg, Mr. Corry, and Mr. Wiiber- 
force, said oacJi a few" won's, in favour W 
the purchase, and in p'aise of tlid 
lion. 

hfr If'lndham said, that the lioii. 
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Qllb, Bankes) who had spoken so favour-* 
«bljr of tliis collection, as well as of (he 
liberality of the present owners, had sup- 
posed, that if die house did not agree to 
the purchase, the public might get them 
for nothing. Yet he begged the committee 
to consider, diat if the house did not agree 
tb die purchase, by the same rule, tlie 
public might not get tliem at all. He 
tetained, dierefore, the same opinion he 
had expressed in the committee, diat the 
■ collection was highly valuable, and the pur- 
chase a cheap one. — ^I’his resolution was 
then unanimously agreed to, and the house 
having resumed, the report was ordered to 
be received on Monday, 

The house then, on the motion of the 
chancellor of ihe exchequer, resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole house to 
copiiider of the ways and means for raising 
fk supply, dn which a rcsokuion was agreed 
' for appropriating towards the supply 
i4i50O,Ol)(ll. arising, or to arise, from acts 
. bf the 43d, 44 th, and 45tli years of his 
naajesty,* for granting certain duties during 
^ the present war, jifccr deducting what had 
been applied for the service of tlie liist year. 
•^Also resolutions were voted for raising 
eight millions, two millions five hundred 
^busand pounds, and one million five linn** 
t^d thousand pounds, by loans on exche- 
<|uer bills. The house being resumed, the 
rg>ort was ordered to be received on 
Monday, on which day tlie house agreed 
tb go into a further committee of ways and 
V^ins. 

[Dukk of Atholi/s Claim.] Tlie 
chancellor of the exchequer moved the 
order of the day for the further considera- 
tion of the report on the subject of the 
claitus of the duke of Atholl for componsa- 
tlbn for the loss of the revenues, regalities, 
jkc. of the Isle of Man. — ^I'he hou.se having 
aficordingly resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole house. 

The Chancellor of the Erehequer, after 
short history of the isl.ind, and the re- 
venues, regalities, 5fC. of the noble duke in 
, itus island, and which his ancestor parted 
'from for an inadequate consideration, in 
17^5, moved a resolution, the substance of 
l^hich was, that the present duke of Atholl, 
his heirs, &c. be allowed one-fourth of the 
produced revenues of the Isle of Man, 
wliich, being estimated in gross at about 
12,CX30l. wouJd yield to the nohle duke 
'an mcome of about 3,0001. per annum. 

Mr. Curu'en opposed the resolution veiy 
‘l|tfb4uouily, 


Mr. Creevey also opposed the resolution, 
and allcdged that there had been a great 
deal of disgusting canvassing on behalf of 
ihe noble duke's interest in this< matter, and 
that if tlie measure was carried, it would be 
owing to such canvassing. 

Mr. Sheridan kindled at this expression, 
and said he knew of a great deal of can- 
vassing against tlic noble duke upon this 
subject, and of cards being printed and cir- 
culated for that purpose. He' had been him- 
self canvassed in that manner, he had been 
also canvassed on behalf of the noble duke, 
but that was by a perfectly respectable per- 
son, who only desired him to look into and 
thoroughly understand the subject before 
he voted for it ; he had done so, and the 
result was a conviction of the propriety of 
the claim ot the noble duke, for whom ho 
had no partiality IV hatever, but he follow- 
ed the dictates of his conscience. He could 
not help lamenting that his hon. friends 
who opposed this measure did not under- 
stand its merits so tliey ought to 

do, before they took such a course of op- 
position to it. 

After some further conversation, in 
which Mr. Windham and Mr, Wilberforce 
opposed the duke of Atholl’s claims, and 
Mr. Rose and lord Glenbervie supported 
them, sir William Young moved an amend- 
ment, to grant a compensation to the duke 
of Atholl annually, out of tlie consolidated 
fund, equivalent to one-fourtli of the gross 
revenues of the island This was acceded 
to by the chancellor of tlie exchequer. A 
conversation of some length ensued between 
Mr. William Smith, lord de Blaquiere, and 
several other members. At length the 
house divided, for tlie amendment 79# 
against it 2(), majority 53. — The house 
was resumed, and the report ordered to bf 
received on Monday. — Adjourned, 


11 ousts OF LORDS. 

Saturday, June 22, 

[Conduct OF Judge Fox.] The house 
met by special adjournment at one o'clock^ 
and soon alter their lordships resolved into 
a committee, for the farther consideration 
of the case of Mr. Justice Fox. The re- 
maining witnesses upon the charge under 
consideration being examined, Mr. Roihilly, 
m a speech of considerable lengtii,, summed 
up and commented upon the eftect of tho 
evidence ; at tlie conclusion of which th(^ 
counsel were ordered to withdrayr. The 
Jiouse tlien resumed, apd 


I 
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Lord Haufheshuri/ gave notice, that on 
Tudbday next he should submit a motion 
to their lordships for suspending the pro- 
ceetiings in the case of Mr. Justice Fox, 
during the present session. lie should, f)ii 
the same day, present a bill to the efi'ect he 
had formerly stated, namely, to continue 
the proceeding in the state they then were 
in the next session of parliament. 

[ 1 'hellusson’s Appeal.] — liord M14I - 
grave called the attention of tlie hou.se to 
the circumstances in which this important 
cause stood before their lordship.s, for the 
purpose of submitting a motion thereon^ to 
W'hich the hou.se, he trusted, would, in its 
wisdom and justice, accede. He expatiated 
upon the peculiar nature and importance of 
the causey a cause invoKing on the one .side 
the dearest and most important interest of 
the parties, as far as worldly interests could 
be, dear and important j it was therefore one 
which, abstracted from tlie peculiar and 
singular circumstances of its iinlure, upon 
which their lordships ought not to decide, 
except in the most solemn and deliberate j 
manner. What he intended to propose was, | 
fir.st, that the order for the attendance of the 
judges to deliver their opinions upon it on 
Tuesday be di.schargcd 5 and, secondly, that 
tlie case should be reheard. Their lordships 
would recollect the great length of time since 
the case was argued at tlieir bar, and the 
changes that had taken place in the interval. 
Since that time they had lost tliat great man 
and profound legal judge, the late chancel- 
lor, who gave the originnl decree in the 
cause, but who had recommended the par- 
tie.s to take the decision of the highest i\.nrt 
of judicature in the kingdom upon it. Tfiey 
bad lost also that worthy man iuul excellent 
law'yer, who.se knowledge and learning in 
subjects of the nature of that alluded to was 
particularly great ^ he meant the late lord 
chief justice of the court of common pW.s, j 
for whom his private friendship was as great 
as his esteem for him as a lawyer, 'riierc 
M ere, since the period of the last hearing of 
tl)e case, two new judges appointed, men 
certainly every way adeijuate to the suiion. 
The one remarkable for his long and in- 
cessant forensic practice, and his profound 
erudition in every branch and dcpartmeni 
of the law; he meant lord chief ju.slice 
Mansfield : the other, one for whom he had 
the strongest personal regard, and ol’ whose 
iitne.ss in every point of view for the sUtion 
to M'hich he was exalted, Mr. Baron Sutron. 
There were also many changes amongst the 
m 'ambers of tliat liouse^ ^nd tliosq who 


were definitively to judge the merits of the 
question. These were cogent and conclu- 
sive reasons for the rehearing of the ca,->e^ 
such as he thought no man could be founded 
in objecting to. The delay he proposed 
might be productive of the highest possible 
advantages, M^ith regard to the interests of 
real justice on the one side, and, on the 
otiicr, it could not possibly be attended with 
injiiriims consequences ; for, acciimuhtiun 
being the object, that would go on of it.self, 

[ and could not, by delay, be impaired. Added 
to this, what their lordships would have to 
decide upon M-as merely a dry abstract point 
I of law. Tlieir decision would involve no 
great legal or political principle; for the 
principle M'hicli the case had involved no 
longer existed ; it Was discountenanced by 
the legislature, inasmiudi as, shortly after the 
case was known, a bill wa.s brought in to 
prevent the recurrence of similar instances. 
The delay which he proposed waSoilc which 
he must suppose, in the liist instance, would 
be acceded to by his noble friend on the 
woolsack ; judging from the kindness and 
candour- of his nature, his conscientious 
anxiety to do every thing that was right, and 
even from that laudable difiidence which he 
.scenietl to have in his own judgment, though 
no man in the kingdom had less reason for 
such diUidence. Under those impressions, 
he thougliL he .should have the concurrence 
of his noble anil learned friomi, and, under 
the c('n*.idor:itions he had adverted to, that 
their lordsliips would generally accede to 
his proposition, which would atlbrd them an 
opportunity of giving a more mature, deli- 
berate, and conect decisio'i ujioii a case of 
such grett and .singular importance. The 
noble lord then moved the first of liis pro- 
po-jititjus, in regular order, which was, 
“ that the order lor ihe attendance of the 
ju.'igcs on Tue?(!ay next, to give their opi- 
nions in tiie c.ceof Thelhisjjons and Wood- 
furds, i'e discharged.” 

'i’h.e K.irl of If'x'stinorlrrtl decidedly ap- 
pnned llie propodiion of his noble friend, 
and enlbi'ced ll.e. coiisider.it ion of f'omc of 
hlsleuling arguments. JajI us look, said 
hi& lordship, at the ijuestlon as it stiinds; a 
quc.'lion of the greatest impirtance to tlie 
public as well as to individivds. Tliis case 
M'as, in the first place, brought to the<?ourt 
of chancery, it was considered of .such dif* 
ficulty tliat the chancellor thought it noces- 
.sary to c.iil to his aid three judges from tha 
orlicr courts. These judges concur in opi- 
nion ; but, if any credit can be given ter th^ 
law reports, upon grounds Separate^ 

2 N 2 
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c^ant, and militant again*;! one another. The 
tliancellor having givvii llie jiulgmcnt, in 
cordci/iiiiU' to that opinion, advis'd the p ir- 
ties to appeal to the hon.e of lonU. The 
raic was, of ouurse, npiw:!-'.! to the lord-., 
was heard with iL it iiiieiuiofi wliLh your 
lordships, as is >onr duty well as practice, 
pa>M«) the' raises lch)re you. A case was 
referred to t!iv? jsicfvs 3 their ophdt n has not 
yet been dcdixer. d j .-inee that period, con- 
sideraljle alicialions liave ari’-cn. In the 
first place, at least 30 new n\e:nl>ci*.s h.n e 
Len ad'.leil to lhi.'» house, who are to decl.le 
upon a <pie-ri»)n, upon wlncli tlu'y have not 
lijd an opportunity of liearing <.ne woid. 
In wliat situ., d«)cs tJie lioiise tiidi .VLaiid 
with the public ? are v.e judges in th-rifier 
resoit, or arc a])pe:ih, to 1;^* convj,! Tt\l as 
illcusoiy rml ? Ne-.t, v/e ha\e had 

the inisft>riui;e to h.se tlic able pci>on who 
sat up(jn the wcadsack and decided this (a^e ; 
pnd aho the < luel jubhee ot tl^* c<uiirijon 
plcvis (one ot tiiejndgc', \vho g;r.ean ojU!,i./n 
on the case) .so th.it iji tins iiiniortaut ease 
we are dcprivcil of knowing li:e gri>i;.id; 
upon whit h the appeal was iwtninn.eiukd. 
Since that perb d t\u) new judges Ii.ive been 
received on the bentdi 3 one of thoni, the 
chief justite of the conunt;;! plv-.i.-, tJu* (u>t 
equity lawyer in the kin/uic-.n, whtce oj'ji- 
iiions have almost lueii held a^ (nv.tniar, ilie 
other lii.s in.jcbty’s late n.llcilor fy-ncirl, 
likewise very ciuincnt in this p.jiticidar 
Lraiieh (jf iJie protv. ssjuii. Under ibC'C c i.*- 
cum.s'ri.Mces, ju'.tite would letjuire ot vocr 
lord hips to (/bi.iiu every info; 11 
ble upon .sut !i a c.im: as t'he p.\^ ad, ;nul i.ave 
the a-'.si.''t.ii.ce aiul atl\ it'o t.d th.'.'.n ; Me ocr- 
»ons, which can (Jidy he 1 o.d by (^vLtI!.;, a 
new hearing} a 1 vt/ur .so.dtaii refiucil to 
pei>on.s <!■ .s.i'iig it. J']\eii iji oi(!h;.-rv c.’,'-", 
the ■.subjects c,! ihi^ laiid h.avc a ra^bt to i!.e 
opinion of tl.e tweh.e judges, v.Mhr tM. 
j^etiiicners vcouhl ji.ive (oily tb'' t p'uu'm of 
ten of the judges dK-uMUKir j L-Muni be 
rejtcleJ. IViO pc**.dhlo injury ta.ii ari^e to 
any party by the delay 3 the directions of 
the will were tuiiillcd, as ac'-iunulation ct u- 
tinued 3 neither could it h'c saki that the de- 
lay would atlect lany other (mu 11, us ih.o 
legislature .h. id derided this will to be so i 
.dangerous, that it had passed an nc* to pre- 
vent similar cle\u> s, and it could opor.ite 
-on no other lau^e, as it Lad h.en siate-!, an.l 
net denied, lluiL ilitre was lu) tas*.; .similar 
to it in any rcc.^rd of ii)r law. No iidury, 
therefore, o^uid ailse fix'in the !u*arii;g Id' 
this cause, a.^ 07 .so (kjing your lord.-.hiji> 
would .shew yvc.: -ilteiitloa lo ju.,l.:oc3 would 


obtain every in formation (hat could he had 
upon tlie yuhj*'Ct3 and tiie p-n:tioiie:s v^ouki 
ucl, th?t in Mihmitting to the ji;dgnJeiit, 
whatever It p.ih;lit be, your lordships had 
given every (;])porti!nify of st.ating their care : 
whereas, if tins \v\is refused., they would 
feel that they wtT(‘ not allowed tho.se on- 
porlunUics which were granted in more Or- 
(iitiary c.ises. If all the judges concurred in 
one opinion, yc/U would know all the wisdom 
t»f the law was witli yiAi3 hut if you gave 
an opinion ivitbout .such eoncurrence, yon 
nuy, perbiups, here.ifua* tiiink that you have 
decided .’.g.iiint individuals, when if ail the 
wi'-dioni of tJie law hcn! been rolleetcd, yon 
might have h.id dlirereiit adviic. It may 
be >aid., that the s.uno objections in.ay again 
occur of I Icnigc of judg«*s, or nteinbcr.s ot* 
tills house 3 no doubt tJiis objection does 
apply to grant delays, it is a rc.ison wdiy tb.e 
delay should not h.ave continued to the piesent 
period 3 hut (he delay having ari.sen, it 
no rea->on we .sliould decute w'ithout clue 
dv'libcratii/n, w ithoul due iiive.stigation, with- 
out some menjhers having .any inlbrniatioii 
on (he subject, and wubout all the adv'ice vve? 
are (mlilicd to 3 lot ilic cv.se he fairly argued, 
and an inimedia.le d-scidon givvai. 

lliw' Lou/ Channulor obArved, that the 
noble hml wJu) made the motion, and tJie 
noble carl who .so decidedly supported it, 
seemed to llfink, that (be decision of the 
Iicai.^e w\;uM depend upon liis individual le- 
ciunincndalion. Ifo w.i.v fully aware of the 
gjciit and p'utiee.iar impvausnee of the case ; 
and, from Ids vievr cif every thin;, eciuieckd 
with it, lie was hrmly of opiifu.ii, that the 
ih.ii#ic!er cf the. adminisu.ition of jiiPike cf 
the <x^uj:lry, should iv.r I e hiauigiit into 
qi't'.oioji, by tlu ir Joicbhip^ ac(]uie‘ < ei’ce in 
whai was now | ruj o-ed. fils nohle fi ic.ul 
V. i.o mailc the nauion argm d, as if the ta.sc 
lu cp.v-.tk.n was a singular 'and unique ca.-r, 
.'"•'A p*oda(‘lisc <»f no effects heyond it. sc If. 
Jml he t oifid tell that nedde lord, that a great 
number of cases, of wills particularly, in a 
g’’eat degree depended, as to a final decision, 
upon the vfitim.ale dicifon of < heir Kaai-hip.'^. 
Ke knew wliU iburl been the living and 
dying juffcial cpir,i(>;i of the great law aii- 
fhorily adiViM-ted to up av lIjc clug 3 vvliai pro- 
fessioiu.! men i;ii‘;hi say, other than in their 
ch.'iractcr.s <)i l:iw’yo;*win\l jud-ges, was nc.-t so 
much to be .•'cbed upon ; but this lie be- 
lieved, that as to the i.^al icgal merits of this 
qiK.sticni, no lawyer with a g(nvy U> bfis back, 
ha^ any difference of ojiiiiioii, or W'ould hc^- 
sitate to declare it instantly, were it only iik 
j a case of teu pounds 3 they would &ec, 
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fore, how mitch oft be ileliberalion and cau- 
tion which licid obt. lined, derived from the 
consideiMtion of the immense property iii- 
\ohTd, and the pa;t.cular bearings of the 
ta^c ill oiIkt resi)oct.s. The can-e had cer- 
tainly been a very long time under coiiaider- 
a/ion. and it was nearly two years .smee it 
was argued and discinscd at their lordships 
bar. Proceed irejjs tending to the final deci- 
sion were more tiian onee po.>t:K)ned, mul at 
one lime to another scsdon, ar the instance 
of a noble and imicli re.s[)ecled learned 
friend, now no more, on account of (lie ab- 
sence of the noble lord iiimself (Midgrave) 
on profe'.^ioiial 'Inly. Ih -l ie's, the con-ddit'r- 
ation of the jiulges iue. d; to deliver their 
o})in‘.ons on 'Tuesday eoiilvi be no jM^-ibie 
reason for tlieir lordships then coming to any 
premature r'’‘^olation, as to -ubicipient pro- 
ceedings. Whether lliO judges sJionlil be 
unaniiiioas in ibelr Oj'inion^ upon the<c.. e, 
or not, it would not go to j)i-etlu ie the hou-.o 
from exercising its judgmciit, or its discre- 
tion as to the future p'.eioialde ’ine of con- 
duct. W'hen the Jr:dges .-lioeld ha\e d* !j* 
\e,fed their opinions, it \\o'ild be lime 
tMotvh ior the considerrUion of th.e most 
iinterijl pa;t of I'v' noble* lord pro- 

])osod, bill, under all ibe eivaim^tam es ofi 
the (\ise, and the proecc. 'hnp;s Jiiilu'rtol 
adt/plcd, he cunid net ei'-e liis a.-oont U) the j 
moi.on ( f Ifs n<»l)le friciid. 

TiOi\l d/7/o‘n/C(* s[)ok<* in esplanalion, and 
pointedly :kI\ cried to wliat ired f.'oin i 

the noble lord on tire. \\ ool-ac k, r0'''ecdi.g 
his h.iv‘-ng, on the s'l g ;;e.‘,iion of a noble and 
leariK'd lo.d, now no m.>iv, lo’r-ented to 
pf/'.tpone the consideration of the ea->e in 
<1 icition from one session to another, on .k'- 
Ci)imtofhis o\vn necessary ;i!j ence on p.o- 
ferdon.'il iluty. Su* li a pi .rcv eding wa-* not 
only wiihout bis (.’(niciinvnce but uitht/utj 
liis Initnvledge, !ind w hat be must di-.el.i»m j 
as any argnuient a.piinst his pro’posillon irr ; 
further delay , but surely, if his mdde and j 
learned friend hafl ec)n.si*ntcd to postpone the 
birsiness on such a ground as tint, on ihe 
xibsenceof an iiidlvidiul peer, wlio profes-ed 
to know nothing of llie law, and who never 
troubled the hou.se \\iih ob>eiv. dons (iii the 
selvect, surely he roll! I not ev;:i'.i-»' 'ii:ly le- 
fuse to aeCiode to lii^ n ono^al, on th- s,ru* g ■ 


I The Lord Chamellor, in explanation, wit* 

• free to confess, it would have been better, 

; had the noble and learned person alluded to*, 

never made such a request, or, that he had 
j not accid *d to it. 

I.,ord y:/o*//stcv.^'//ry observed, that with i*e- 
1 sp-'ct to u'hat was thrown as to the in- 
i llueiiLe whi'di the opinions of ihi^*noble lord 
i on tlie woolsack, and of the learned judges, 

* mast have upon the decision of the house, 
ibr his pirt, his \ote upon qiieiilions of that 

, kind would be regubfed by the confidence 
he shoidd have in those sages t/f the law. At 
the Same time, lie 'admitted, that it was per- 
fectly competent to any noble lord to deliver 
his opinion upon subjects of the kind, and 
to di‘Lide according to the dictates of his own 
jud_ iien’^, and such was jverfcctly in unimii 
with the ajcpejlaut juris«lictioa of that house. 
With iv-pc«,t to the grounds which his no- 
ble colie.ige.e considered as adequate for 
doing that whicli might lend to postpone the 
decinion (»f the hou^** upon the case in ques- 
tion a cor.siileralJe lime h.nger, he cou: 1 hy 
no means regard iheiii as 'uch. Were they 
lopo tp.me proceed 'n;:‘» of the kind, on ac- 
count oi*lhe demise < f one or tvvo of liis lua- 
je.-ty\ jc Iges, aiul the api''>'t^bULnt of other* 
in their room, (<r t!ic loss i)y de.ith of oiu' or 
two mcinbers of iJjc.t house, Jiowi'ver rc- 
spc( table, th'ngs coi.dmu.iJly oc(\::*ri;ig, they 
j pul oil* i!ii*ir de< i''’.r.us to eieruity — 

'ibe (jiuviioii was tlK-ii put, when ♦he mo- 
i‘on u.i.s Vvilnuiu a u:’»i-duii. — AJ- 



nous E O K LORO 3. 

A J ouch- 1 /, Jure 24. 

[M'rvTEs 1 "i’he iry Commis'-'ion- 
(id .M*',; M.'biil, r'*.e Loy.ilty Loan bill, and 
the i*e!i Jh/.iiiiy bill, jre.scd linough coni- 
1 .'itLcs, anti were ivpirted. Siane other 
b)' i, on the table \/Lre forwarded in their 
re p'*' live stigc >5 aiicr wJjieli the house 
adjourned. 

H O U S M OK C o M M O N S. 

Moudfuj, Jnyc 24. 

[Minutes.] The I.i:uidTax R(-d(*mption 
Ivll w.is read a thirl time and pas.ed. — Ou 


grounds which had been 1 nd lor it; and 
which involved the opanioii', either a.s left 
to the house, or as not having the caseVe- 


the motion of Mr. Wciiesley Pnk?, .scycral 
a(\x) int , were onlercd to be lai i before the 
lioii'^eof the number of oificei>, noii-com- 


gnlarly argued btlbre them j of four naeii, misi«)ru'd officers, and priwiics iij the royal 
trithcr great and eminent aiUhoritie 9 ,% or I artillery, royal artificers, &c. stating the 
profoundly versed in Uie science of tlie ! total number of those corps in Great Britain 
law* ^ j aad Ireland ou tlic Isl of June, 130j. — 
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Crtenbihrvie brought up the repcM't of the noespj majority 31.— On the motion of 
•elect committee on the eleventh report of tlie chancellor of the exchequer, select 
the commissioners of naval enquiry ; which committee was ordered to be balloUed for 
•U'iis ordered to be printed. — ^Mr. Serjeant to-morrow, on the secret part of the eleventh 
Best gave notice, that on Monday he would report of the commissioners of naval enquiry, 
move certain resolutions founded on the — On the motion of the secretary at war, 
above report, provided that it was printed returns were ordered to be laid before tlie 
time enough to allow the house to become house of the total effective strengtli of the 
•uflicienlly acquainted with its contents. — British army at home and abroad up to the 
•Sir J. Slewiirt brought np the second report latest returns j of the number of men want- 
of the committee on sir Home Popham\s ing to complete the infantry and cavalr}'’, 
conduct ; which was ordered to be printed, distinguishing the foreign corps from the 
•i — ^The Irish Civil liist bill was read a lliird British, and the men enlisted for general 
time and passed. — ^llie Irish Infirmary Re- and limited service ; and of the number of 
gulation bill was read a second time, and men enlisted from the militia into the re- 
ordered to be committed to-morrow. — I'he gular force, distinguishing those enlisted into 
house went into a committee on the report the line, into the artillery, and into the 
of the committee on the Pilchard Fishery marines. The secretary at war presented 
bill, in which it was agreed that a certain the last- mentioned returns, which were or- 
additioiKil bounty should be gi\en on every dered to be printed. After a short conver- 
barrel of pilchards. — Mr. Rose brought in a • safion betut*en the secretary at war and 
bill for granting certain premiums on the | colonel Craulurd, it was ordered, on the 
•outhern whale fishery j which was read a motion of the latter, lliat there belaid be- 
first time. — ^I'he Irish Loyalists* C-ompensa- fore the house an account of the number of 
tion bill passed through a committee, and men vcdiintecrcJ from the militia included 
the report was ordcrcil to be rc<;eivcd to- in th<' returns of the regular force up to the 
morrow. The Coasting Sciimons’ hill was 1st of May. — On the motion of sir J, B. 
read a third time and passed. — Mr. Higham, Warren, the house went into a committee 
from the commissioners for (he reduction on the report of the committee on the pe- 
of the national debt, presented an account tition from the tmslees of the naval asylum, 
of the quantity of stock redeemed of tlie when a resolution having been agreed to, 
Irish debt. Ordered t(j lie on tJic table, and that a sum not exceeding 20,(X)0l. should be 
to be printed. — On the motion of lord Ar- granted to his majesty, for the support of 
thibald Hamilton, the house went into a that institution, the house resumed, and tli© 
committee on the Corn bill. A long con- report was ordered to be received to-mor- 
versation arose on the manner of taking (he row. — Colonel Stanley brought up the re- 
average for exportation in Scotland, which port of the committee on the Duke of 
was stated by lord A. Hamilton, Mr. Atholl’s petition. After a few words from 
M‘Dougall, and other members for that part Mr. Curwen, who declared his determina- 
of the empiie, to be very oppressive in its lion to oppose the measure in a future stage, 
present form. Mr. Patti son. Colonel Slan« and some observations from Mr. Cree- 
Jey, &c. were willing to give every relief to vey, IMr. Sheridan, Mr. Giddy, Mr. P. Ca- 
Scotlaiid, but without ninking any altcratica rew, Mr. Rose, and Mr. Wiiberforce, the 
{n the mode of taking the a\erage forex- resolutions were read and agreed to, and a 
portation in England. Mr. Foster wished ' Jill ordered in pursuance thereto. — On the 
to introduce an amendment piUting corn motion of the chancellor of the exchequer, 
exported from Ireland into Great Britain on the house went into a committee on there- 
tlie same looting as corn imported from to- port relative to the improvement of Ply- 
reign countries. On this, and amendments montli harbour, when a sum of 25,0001, 
proposed by othef members, the gallery was was voted for that purpose. — Ordered, on the 
repeatedly cleared for a division. During motion of Mr. Foster, that the house should 
the latter part of the discussion, strangers to-morrow go into a committee, to consider 
were excluded for a coilsidcrable time. On of the duties on Spanisli red wine.— Mr. 
our re-ndii^lssion into the gallery we found ] Sturges Bourne obtained leave to bring in a 
the speaker, in the chair, end understood, bill to abolish the fees of certain officers df 
that the dhletent clauses of the bill having cui^toms, and to ensure a more regular at- 
been gone through, the house resumed, and . teiillance in the discharge of the' &ties 
the w^s received and read, after a ! their office.— Mr. Sturges Bourne brought 

in which the ayes were 40, the ■ up a bill fur authorising the lords c 
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sioners of the treasury to permit tlie ware- 
housigg of goods in certain ports upon se- 
curity for payment of 'tjie duties ; also, the 
inland coal importation bill j and Mr. Hus- 
kisson broiiglit up the C(x;hineal Dust Duty 
bill; which were severally read a first 
time. 

[Impeachment op Lord Melville.] — 
Mr. Leycester^ adverting to the notice given 
by a right hon. friend of his (Mr. Bond) 
of a motion to-morrow, to exclude from the 
proceedings of the attorney-general against 
ford Melville the aflair of Mr. Jellicoe, 
gave notice that he should at the same time 
move that an impeachment of lord Melville 
be substituted for the criminal prosecution. — 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, June 25 . 

[Thellusson’s Appeal.] — ^The order 
being read for the attendance of the judges 
for the purpr)se of delivering their opinion.s 
respecting this long pending appeal, tire 
same was read at considerable length by the 
lord chief baron ; the result of this was in 
fii\ our of afiirming the decree of the court 
of chancery. 

The Lord Chancellor then addressed the 
house in a speech of some length, repeating 
his opinions upon tlie case. In the course 
of his observations, he referred to various 
authorities, particularly to that of lord chan- 
cellor Thurlow. With respect to his own 
opinion as to the main law points of the 
case, he could never bring his mind to en- 
tertain aqy doubts upon them 3 they in- 
volved those rules of construction which had 
fur .ages applied with respect to wills. Un- 
der this conviction, lie certainly should feel 
it his duty to give a negative to any propo- 
sition tending to- reverse the decree 5 the 
noble and learned lord concluded by moving 
a resolution, tending to ctfirm the decree ; 
which, on the question lieing put, met wilh 
no opposition ; and it was forthwith ordered 
accordingly. 

[Arrest of Mr. Justice Johnson.] — 
The Duke of Cu\nberJand presented a peti- 
tion from Mr. Justice Johnson. The peti- 
tion, after setting forth tlie leading circum- 
stances of his case, slated in substance, that 
the petitioner was put to very considerable 
expense in defending himself in a cause now 
depending in his m^esty’s court of Kina’s 
Bench. That he was informed that a 
(the Felons’ Escape) was in that house, which 
contaiped several clauses^ which if passed^ 


would have the effect of aa ex post factor 
law upon hU cause, and prayed that their 
lordships, in their wisdom and justice, wpu^ 
so amend such clauses, as that the law, at 
the time of the alledged offence, might 
be altered. -The petition was ordered to lief 
upon tJie table. 

[Colonial intebcoursb with .Amb* 
RICA.] — Lord Holland wished to know, 
what was the nature of the orders which 
had been sent by government to the lieuf 
tenant-governor of Jamaica, relative to the 
trade l^^twcen that island and the United 
Suites ; and whether any orders had been 
sent out since the 21 st of May for discon- 
tinuing the restriction on the importation of 
goods in Amtrlcan bottoms ? 

Earl Camden said, that the lieutenant- 
governor had not received any orders to 
prevent the suspension of the law, in cases 
of neces.sity, against tlie importation of goods 
from America. 

Lord Holland then asked, whether tlic 
house was to understand that no orders had 
been sent to entorce the restrictions on the- 
trade between the LTnited States and tlie 
West India islands ? 

The Duke of Alontrose observed, that the 
.state of the law on the subject in question 
was this-: According to the navigation act, 
there could be no commiiniciitioii between 
the United States and the British West India 
islands, except in British bottoms. But a 
power was given to the governor of every 
island to allow the importation of provision^ 
and other iirliclc.** in cases of necessity. It 
having appeared, however, that some irre-. 
guLirilies h.acl arisen in the ev.ercise of this, 
power, and that a too general importation, 
had been permitted, directions were sent 
out to tije governors not to make too fre- 
quent use of the dis<Tction which tliey pos-« 
scs.ed. TJktc was no ground for siipposipg . 
tliey were probibiteJ from suspending tho 
rcstrii tum ; ibcy were only required not to 
give way to too great a facility of importa- 
tion. 

J.ord Holland said, tliat the noble duko 
seemed disposed to volunteer a reply, which 
it belonged to the noble earl (Camden) to 
give, but which, at the same time, was fRr 
lioni being .satisfactory. Indeed all he had 
heard convinced him that the restriction Iipd 
been improperly enforced ; and he conceived 
it to be his duty to move for such papers at 
might tend to elucidate the subject. Ho 
therefore gave notice, that he should movo 
for copies of all petitions from the West In- . / 
dia islands, and 90 correspondence , 
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the govemcffs of tlie islanrls and his majesty's 
government, resj't cling tlie trade with Ame- 
rica, from the coiniiK iiceinc^nt of I he pre- 
sent war w'ith France to tlic 21st of May 
last. 

The Date nf Mnrttrnsi* obser\’ed, that If 
he had voliainered an answer, it w'as ,^iven 
on good a'lilicTity j i)nf ho left it to the 
house to judiiC wli-tlirr his intt*rftr«*r.'.e or 
that of the noble lord in tl.is Ijii-.inL.-s Lad 
mo^t the appearanee of loliinteering. 

The Marquis of Buch'nK-Jinw said, that 
the licutenant-gr.UTnor of the island of Ja- 
maica had undei. stood h*.s )'.aiid.>% to be tied tip 
by the orders trail .-.mdleii lo hiiii from go- 
vernment. 

Lord IIrwl{cd"JTy said, he entertained no 
doubt whatever, but that the governor of 
Janiaicn would appear lo liave been perfectly 
justified in every thing vvhirh he h;id done. 

[Conduct ot Judge Fox.] — he order 
of the day for con ’idering the pctiiiou of 
Elr. Justice Fox being read. 

Lord Iifurkeshny/ moved, that such part 
of the said petition as relrdcs toexpen.ses, be 
referred to the committee already, appointed 
to consider of the exptM'.ses incurred hy 
other persons concerned in the prexvedings. 
His lordship then observed, that he had giv- 
en notice of a motion for suspending the 
proceedings in the ca.se of Mr. Justice Fox. 
In conformity with that intention, he was 
now about to introduce a bill ftir continuing 
over the proceeding.s to the next session. A 
noble lord, who was not then in his place 
(lord Grenvilfc) had stated, tliat he had 
strong objccticm.s to this measure. As that 
noble lord was absent, he should reserve tlie 
reasons he had to urge in support of this 
measure until the second reading, which he 
intended to move on Ihur.sday. — ^IJie bill 
•was read a lirtt time, and ordered (o be 
printed. 

The Lord Chancelhr observed, that a si- 
milar measure had been thought neechsar^r 
in the cape of sir Thomas Rnmbold, but the 
precedent which came nearest to ll\c coiir&e 
now proposed by his noble friend was, the 
Jmpeachmciit of Mr. Hastings. A bill had 
then been hroifght inlo I he commons .for 
fcontinuing over the proceeding.s. It wait 
still, however, for their loi(i.d'.i)js to deter- 
mine whether they would that cour.se 
in the present instance. 

Lord Hatrlv. kmy .^aid, he could not, con- 
sistently wdlh tiifr'lbrms of the lii.tise, pro- 
pose that an.jofdcr should be made for the 



that it should be read a .second time on 
Thursday next, lie now moved, that their 
lordships be summoned for Thursday.— Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Tiieidny^ June 25. 

[Minutes.] — A me -sage from the lord.s 
infomi.'d the hou.-'c; that they h.^d agreed 
( ) the L'l': 1 Ta.x Coninii.s.soiier.-i’ bill, tbe 
Lt/w.Jty Loan, the IlariMck Ma.str-r Ge- 
iicnif.s hi;], tl:e L-'iidou Fi.sh Bounty bbU, 
ai'd the (’c’w'ral '^I’un.piLo-ro'.'d VjIH, the 
Jute:* wivli hmendm^iirs, to which thfy 
(K“irod ibv-j eeiu-errci:cc of the lioiige. 
j Jjcir ]:<;• '' 'h'ps ah.o re»iuePtcd a ropy of 
the rep(.rt ot the seVet eoium'ii^c cai tie 
i(‘nth repoit of the naial coiijtui.-,vinne:s. 
The nicshcngci • were iiitb.ivicd tl.al the 
house would send a lue.s.sage to tiieir LtcI- 
shij'.s* rcfpie.'-t h}*^ messengers of their own. 
— ^'Ihe hi use revolied ilstlf into a com- 
mittee on Vv'e-ton’s Divorce bill j and heard 
counsel and evidence in proor of the adul- 
terous intercourse. — ^The house then pio- 
ccedA'l tobvillot fora commit \‘c to examine 
the .secret matter contained in the clevciUh 
report of the eommi.-si aiers (d' naval etiqui- 
ry. — Mr. Whitbread nuwed for several ac * 
counts of balances in the luiuLs of the re- 
ceiver-general of the post-ofhee, and of tlie 
stamp-otficc, tVoni the year 1/C;3, to the 
5tJi of April la>t, together w ith the names 
of the persons in whose ha!]cl.^ the lKiliince.s 
were. — A nus.sage on the motion of r»Ir. 
Stnrge.s.s Ijourne, was sent to the Jord.s, 
that their house would send theiv lordships 
a copy of the report of the select com- 
mittee on the tenth naval report. — Mr. 
Wliilliread adverted to the royal com- 
mi.-sioii issued for the adopt ii‘ii of improve- 
ments in tl)p affiirs cTf ^le navy, and 
wished to know^ from the right hoii. gent, 
opposite, whetlier any alteration had taken 
place in that commission, in consetjuence 
ot the promotion of the person whose pre- 
.sidency was considered as the f,urest pledge 
of its cfficae^q .sir C. Middleton, now lord 
Barham. The chancellor of the exchequer 
sjiidafew w'ords in aiuw'or, in a very low 
tone. I'hc import as . well a.s we could 
collect it, w'P.s, that lord Barham was still 
at the head of that commission.— Sir W. 
Btirronghs brought Up the report of the 
c^imittee appoltited .to in.speot the baflot 
a committee to examine the application 
of the 10,0001: mentioned in the eleventh 
report of naval enquiry as applied to se* 

i 

/ 
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- cret sen rce. The iscven persona chosen 
wewj lord Castlereagh, lord Glenbervie, 
Mr. Windham, Mr. 1 \ Grenville, Mr, R. 
Ryder, Mr. Canning, and Mr. Serjeant Best. 
It was ordered on the motion of the chan- 
cellor of tlie exchequer, that four of the 
said committee be a quorum. 

[Naval ADMiNisxfeATioM of Earl St. 
ViNCENT.]-^Admiral Markham having mo- 
ved that the' papers relating to the navy^ 
which were presented to the house on 
the IQtli instant, should be printed, which 
was ordered, he th(;n adverted to a notice 
which liad been given by an hon, gent. (Mr. 
Jeffery) for Thursday, of a motion found- 
ed upon the Papers respecting the Navy. 
It was not po.ssible, he said, that the 
papers for tiie printing of which he h.id 
moved could be printed in time for tlu' 
house to b3 in posses»ioii of their contents 


would not press his motion 6ti . the 
for which it was at present fixed. . Undei^ ^ 
the circumstances, of the case, .he did not ^ 
think the house would be enable to. enter 
into that full detail upon the subject which 
nmsl of course, be desirable, the papers, 
moved for by the horn admiral being not yet 
all of them before the house. 

Mr. Jeff try said the papers moved jfor by 
the hon. admiral were of little or no conse- 
ctuence with respect to tlie subject which he 
intended to bring forward in tlie house. 
The hon. member was agam proceeding, 
when he was .stopped by the speaker, and 
the convcr.‘i:iliun ended. Mr. Jetfery’s mo- 
tion remaining as before fixed for Thursday. 

[PATKliS if ELATING TO THE NaROB OF 

Ounn.]— -Mr. Pauli ro&e and spoke 

a.s follows ; — Wlicn 1 Imposed upon myself 
the Uisk of bringing under the cor.sidera- 


by Thursday j addsd to which, the papers I tion of pnrliiuvient tlic ca.se of the nabob of 


for wliich he had moved were not yet all 
of them before (iie lioiise. Tfe hoped, 
therefore, the hon. geiu. would consent to 
postpone hi.s motion. 

Mr. Jeffery said it would have given him 
great pleasure to have complied with the 
hon. admiral’s request 3 but he thought it 
high time at this late period of the se.sdoii 
that the country should be made acqu linlcd 
with the state of its navy, and with the 
conduct of those by w'hom it h.id been 
managed. 

Atliniral Markham thought it very extra- 


Oacle, and urging grave matter tif charge 
against the marquis Welle.slcy the governor- 
general of India, 1 was fully and deeply im- 
pres.scd with* the arcluousness of (lie under- 
taking qnd with the difiic nlties and obstacles 
I had to encounter. I wais a\vare of the 
inditllTcnce, not to cdl it by any other 
irinie, tint pervades lliis house and thf? na- 
tion ill gcuerai, as to the aftairs of India, 
whetlKT as rcgaiding (he honour and good 
faith of the British chni?cter, or as con- 
nected witJi the pecuniary affairs of the 
country ; ulnt such ap.-.tliy and iniitlerence 
ordinary that the hon. gent, being in poir.'scjj- ^ have led to, 1 shall not at pre.sent stop to 
sion of the papers 011 one side of the j enquire, but in the administration of the 
question, should refuse to give time for the [ matquis Wellesley, we have seen 
production of those on the other side. If 1 deluged with blood, its princes dethroned, 
more time wa.s not given for this purpose j its ancient lamilics ruinel, and the spoils of 
it would be impossible for him to meet the i our nearest albums added to the rcsource.s of 
question as it deserved. He had a right to ask ' the ce mpany, without oxci-ing a seutirrent 
to be allowed the opportunity and the means ! of dis!]>prubr.tion on the part of the Ivri- 
of defence, as being a member of that boaid tish icgi.slature. — I wan awr<re tb :• in the 
of admiralty, the noble lord at the head of course of the^ proceedings I dionld have to 


which had been accased by the hon. gent 
of being the worst enemy of his country. 
It would be extremely strange if the accuser 
should bring in hi.s accusation, and he 
(admiral M.) should not be allowed the 
opportunity of making his defence. 

Mr. Jeffery was proceeding to comment 
upon what liad fallen from the hon. admiral 
wluin he w'as called to order by the speaker, 
who reminded him tliat there was no que^- 
tijpn before the house. * . He then contented 
himself witli stating, tlfiit he did not Aink 
It necessary to postpone his motion. ^ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said he 
could not help willing that the hon. gent. 

'VoL. V. 

I 


submit to parliament, J had to arrai^ ., 10 
stand forth ai »Iie accuser of a nobleman 
hi,.h in his country's .Venice, and whose 
Coiique.sts in hi-> oneiii d career, imv * 
a or'ilu'cy to his administration, in the eyes 
of his (.omitrynien 5 a nobleman, of exten- 
sive* iiifluciice, .'juc! po.sse.ssing powerful cor- 
nexions in koth ho!i.^e.s of parlirment, and 
I could not for a moment fbrget, that the'' 
individual vho had to these 

difficulties was a new man and a veiy young 
member of this lu>iue. — So ^i^cumslancecl, 
and amidst such difficulties, 1 had/ however, 
some very considerable consoJaiion 3 I knew 
that the motives that inipeUeu iXit to 
2 0 
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forward on thia occasion were fmre and nn- tity of public business that must yet na- 
questionable^ and the matters 1 had to avoidably occupy the time and attention' of 
plain and simple^ founded on truth and jus- parliament, 1 am satisfied of the utter im* 

> tice, and standing in no need of eloquence practicability of making mu^ progress^ 
to force themsehres on the consideration of far less of bringing this basiness to any is- 
parliament— I had merely to say, that a sue, during the present session, and 1 am 
prince, the highest in rank and dignity of therefore only desirous for the production 
ail the powers of Hindostan, the most faith- of various documents to ground the charges 
ful of all the allies of the company, and 1 shall hereafter ut^ against the marquis 
paying the enormous tribute of 900,0CX)1. Wellesley. — Another motive that weighs 
annually, had, in defiance of justice, and in deeply with me for not precipitating this 
the face of the most solemn treaty, been business is, the almost certainty that the 
dispossessed of a country containing upwards noble lord will shortly be in England ; for 
of three millions of attached subjects, and I am most eager, and anxious, that be should 
producing a revenue of nearly two millions be present to hear, see, and comment upon 
of pounds sterling yearly j with the alter- every part of my proceedings ; no man, 
native of resisting injustice and oppression admires more than 1 do, some parts of that 
by force of arms, and experiencing the fate noble lord's character, but I have to lament 
of all those that have attempted to oppose in common with every man who has turned, 
the encroachments of the company's go- his thoughts to India, and in common with 
vernors abroad. — I had only to assert that all the nations of Hindostan, that lord 
the case of this unhappy prince, degra- Wellesley's spirit of aggrandizement, his 
ded and disgraced in the eyes of all the love of power, and insatiable ambition have 
world, exceeded in hardship, in every point led him into errors and mistakes, that have 
of view, and in all its bearings, that of rajah shook to its base our very existence in India, 
Chyt Sing, the prince of Benaris, for whose and to consequent acts of great injustice 
expulsion from his dominions Mr. Hastings and oppression.— I move tliat there be laid 
was impeached by the commons of Great- before this house 1. Copy of a minute 
Britain, with this marked and essential dis- of sir John Shore, (now lord Teignmouth) 
tinction, that Chyt Sing resisted demands late governor-general, detailing the measures 
that he thought oppressive, whereas the adopted in Oude, which led to the deposi- 
tiabob vizier, the prince of Oude, submitted tion of vizier Ally, and placing on the 
to every demand however illegd, however throne the nabob Sadaal Ally, together with 
' oppressive, however unjust. — As to the the treaty concluded on that occasion. — 2, 
other matter of charge, the expression of it Copy of the minute of sir John Shore (now 
was equally clear from difficulty $ 1 had only lord Teignmouth) dated the 5th of March, 
to say, that the marquis Wellesley had 1798 ; and his letter to the secret commit- 
violated the laws of his country, having in tee, or court of directors, explaining his 
defiance of an act of parliament appointed reasons for concluding the above treaty, and 
his own brother to a station of dignity, his final arrangements in Oude. — 3. Copy 
trust, and emolument that he was incom- of a general letter to Bengal, dated the 15tfa 
petent to hold, and if this house has been of May, 179 S, in the political department, 
well employed in punishing breaches of acts as far as regards sir John Shore’s conduct in 
of parliament committed at home, I put the arrangements for Oude.— 4 . Copy of 
it to eveiT man to consider of the conse- the correspondence between the sovernor- 
quences of overlooking offences against the general marquis Wellesl^, and John Lums- 
law committed at the distance of 13,000 den, esq. and col. William Scott, the Bri- 
miles from the mother-country, where the tish residents in Oude, as far as relates to 
object is attained, as in this case, for which the new arrangements proposed for that 
’ the offence is '^committed, before repre- kin^oni by lord Wellesley, until the con- 
. leptation can be made, far less redress ob- elusion of the treaty of Luenow in 1801.— 
tained.— When ^ intimated my notice for 5. Copy of the instructions and correspon** 
this day, it w^gpiy intention to have en- dence between the governor-general and 
tered pretty napK at large into the trans- the Hon. Henry Wellesley, sent to Oude on 
actions in and into the cause andef- a special deputation in 1801, as far as they 

i 6 cts of tpi violation of law, but that is rmrd the nabob Sada^ Ally, and the treaty 
tendered il^eceaiery from 5 variety of cir- excluded with that prince, Mr. Wellesl^ 
4 CUfiistaiiC 0 t*-^When I cOnsidir the very ad- having been present on the occasion. — o. 
veniGMliilKii^ ef the soifelion^eiidtbequan- Copy of all communications to the secto^ 




1 



PAUL. D£BAt£S^ J'uki 25^ 10O5.~KP&r in ^idhu 




ccmimlttee or ^oort of director! bv the go- 
vemor-general, respecting^ the nabob Sachtal 
Ally, previous to or after the conclusion of 
the treaty of Lucnow in 1001 , so far as 
the same may relate to the said treaty, and 
the management or revenues of the nabobs 
provinces. — 7, Copy of the treaty between 
the nabob Sadaal Ally and the company in 
1801. — 8. Copyof the settlement of the coun- 
tries called the Ceded Provinces, for three 
years, made under the direction of the 
Hon. Henry Wellesley, whilst lieutenant- 
governor of those provinces. — 9 . Copy of 
the general letter Irom Bengal, in the re- 
venue department, in 1803-4, reporting on 
the collections of the Ceded Provinces.— 

10 . Copy of the minute of the governor- 
general, appointing the Hon. Henry Wel- 
lesley lieutenant-governor of the provinces 
obtained from tlie vizier, and marquis Wel- 
lesley's letter to the secret committee, or 
the court of directors, on that occasion.— 

11 . Copy of a letter from the court of di- 
rectors, or the secret committee, to the 
Bengal government, annulling such appoint- 
ment : — so far as these various documents may 
be disclosed without prejudice to the public 
service." 

Lord Castlereagh said, as he did not mean 
to objedt to the production of the papers 
moved for by the non. gent., he should not 
now enter into the subject. His only wish 
was, that the house would keep their minds 
perfectly open relative to the circumstances 
adverted to by the hon. gent, until the 
lime should arrive when the subject might 
be fully and fairly discussed. Thei*e was 
one part of the subject, however, on which 
he wished to say a few words, in order that 
no unfavourable impression might go abroad, 
in consequence of whnt had been stated by 
the hpn. gent. He alluded to the ap- 
pointment of MV. Henry Wellesley on a 
special mission in the province of Oude. 
Mr. Henry Wellesley was placed by the 
marquis, his brother, at the head of a 
commission in, the province of Oude, Ibr 
the purpo.se of placing the revenues and 
establishments' of that country on a proper 
footing, in which service he actively and 
successfully employed himself, but for 
which he received no emolument, except 
what he derived from the oBice which he 
before held, and which he continued at 
tliat period to hold, that of private se- 
cretary to the governor-general. 60 br, 
indeed, from derii^ng any additional ad- 
vantages from his employment in Oude, 
bi« health was seriously injuired by bis 


exertions whilst employed upott that ser- I 
vice. 

Sir JFi Burroughs did not think it fair 
that the hon. gentleman's opening should 
be attended with such expressions against 
the noble marquis : with respect to the 
legality of tlie appointment, it had been 
his lot to hold an official 1^1 sitoation in 
Bengal for ten years, from which he was 
well acquainted with the subject, and he 
did not think the appointment of Mr. 
Henry Wellesley would be found to be illegal, 

Mr. Windham said, he would not admit 
that his hon. friend had been at all unfair 
or intemperate in the mode of bringing 
this business forward. He had acted judi- 
ciously and in his opinion most properly, 
and could not have said less, to ground a 
case for the production of papers — papers 
that were not asked as a matter of favour, 
but as a matter of right, and which his 
hon. friend thouglit necessary for the cause 
of substantial justice. 

Mr. IVefhsley Pole assured tlie house, 
tliat tlie friends of the noble lord had no 
wish but for the fullest investigation of 
his conduct. He denied positively that 
Mr. Henry Wellesley derived any emolu- 
ment from his mission to Oude. The ex- 
peaces of the mission w^ere paid upon 
vouchers in which there was no considera- 
tion for him. He hoped the time w'ould 
come when the conduct of the noble lord 
wdiose conduct the hon. gent, meant to 
make the subject of charge would be open 
to full, frir, and free discussion. On that 
occasion persons not connected with the 
noble lord would have full liberty of offering 
their opinions, whatever they may be, and 
he trusted he would be at liberty to claim 
the indulgence the house allowed to every 
body ill matters concerning persons so near 
and dear to them. 

Mr. Faulty in answer to what fell from 
tlie noble lord, from the near relation of 
lord Wellesley and from the hun. and learn- 
ed bart. opposite, said, that the situatit.in 
Mr. Henry Wellesley was appointed to, was 
one of great trust, honour, and emolument, 
as would appear when theP papers were laid 
upon the table ; a situation in fret tliat 
made him second only to marquis Wel- 
lesley, who was second to no other man in 
pomp and magnificence on this earth.— 
The different motions were respectively 
agreed to. 

[War IK IwDiA.] — ^Mr, Franch W'-ihid 
to ask the noble lord (Castlereagh) whe- 
ther any dispatches had been yet received 

20 % 
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by the court of directors, or tlie govern- | 
ment, relative to the comriienccment of Uie 
w<ir with Htdkgr, which had oommonced 
ou the l{)th of April, 1604 3 and whether the 
directors or the board of control were in 
possession of the accounts to the end of 
March, 1804, so as to enable the noble 
lord to bring foj'ward tlie India budget this 
year ? 

Lord CditJercnjrh said there liad been no 
direct advices from India relative to the 
war with Ifolkar. 'llie packet containing 
thcii* iliapauiics had been taken by the 
French on its passage to Europe, and the 
only a». counts we had was from a transl.i- 
tion of tlie conients of that packet piib- 
li‘-hed in the Moniteur. Probably the hame 
p.ic^'.et contiined the accounts relative to 
the budget 5 but of this he could not be 
positive, all he he could say was, tliat there 
^ere no direct accounts. 

[vStatb of the Army.]— Colonel Crau~ 
furd npologised for the delay that had already 
taken place with respect to his motion on 
the state of the aimy. The delay was to 
be attributed to the difficulty of getting 
tlie papers wlfuh were neces.s‘iry. The 
principal paper was that containing the 
state of the army on the Jst of May last. 
The secretary at war had mentioned to 
Jiiin the preceding day, that tJiere was a 
delioiciuy of 10,(XX) men from the omission 
of tlje naint)ers that had been discharged 
from the miiitij, ns volun leering for the 
line, but were not iniduded in the returns 
of the line. In order to remedy thi.s 
omission the secretary at war moved fur 
a return o'* the cdeclivc strength on ihe 
1st of June, which he thought might 
have been prepared that day, but which 
was not prepared. He was, from this rea- 
son, under the necessity of deferring his 
motion till Friday. 

Th Secretary at JFar stated, that the pa- 
pers w'cre nqt prepared in the war office, 
but in ano< her office, where, notw ithstand- 
ing frsevy ddigeiice, they were not ready 
^t hre o’clock that day. The reason Why 
^he men wdio had volant oered from the mi- 
litia were not included in the returns of, 
ihe line w'^as, thaji they had not then joiped 
the line. They were on their passage, and 
fhe«hon. gent, had not sliaped his motion 
80*as to includes them. — ^Ailer some furtlier 
foiiversatioii^« Oiaufqrd fixe4 his notice 
Friday. 

O? LoBD MfLVILLB.] 

Ikjr. that the motion of which 

aotlcf ftQod pcBt in ord^. 


It .was a iTR)tion which related to a pro* 
ceeding decided upon by the bousei, and 
grew out of that proceeding. . Since his 
notice, he was apprised that an hon. and 
learned friend of his (Mr. Leycester) had 
given notice of his intention to move to 
substitute an impeachment of lord Melville 
for (he crrminal prosecution. ' It appeared 
I0 him (hat the motion of his hon, and 
learned friend ought to have precedence, 
for if it was possible the house could bo 
persuaded to adopt siich a motion, any dis- 
cussion upon his would be nugatory. 

Mr. [jcijce^ter agreed that it would 
better Ibr his motion to be tirst decided, 
Ihe object of the motion of wJiicJi he 
gave notice yesterday tluit the qui-s- 
tion relative to the mode of prosecution 
should again be brought under tlie consi- 
deration of the house. Perhaps it might, 
be more convenicut, and tend to it move 
some jirejiidices, which otherwise would 
ari^e as to the form in which the motion 
was made, if he stated what his motion 
w'onld be. The motion he proposed w^as, 
that the hoiise sliould proceed by impeach- 
ment againf»L Henry lord viscount Melville, 
for the several ofrcnces cliarged in the lOth 
report, and that the atlorney-gcperai shoul4 
be directed to stay the proceedings dirccte4 
by the house on the thirteenth of June, 
wdien the subject w.is agitated. He w^as 
one of those who was of opinion that iiq 
llirther criminal prosecution should be car- 
ried on against the noble lord. He was of 
that opinion, because he considered that 
the resolutions passed by tne house of 
commons contained in theinselvei a heavy 
censure and severe punishment j that he 
had been removed from an high and impor- 
tant office ; tjiat he had been degraded, 
and his name struck out of the privy coun- 
cil. He was of opinion,* that to direct a 
further criminal prosecution would be to 
send him to a trial, which, would have 
the edect ef punishing him, a second time 
for the same identical oftence. The house 
had been of a different opinion, and no- 
thing therefore was further fron^ Jiis inten^^ 
tion, than to bring that question again under 
consideration. It had been decided, that 
a criminal prosecution should be carried on, 
and the house was bound to act Cm the 
priiici]>le it had adopted. If it had oc- 
curred to him, that the hontse had as deli- 
b^tely decide4 with regard to the mode 
o» prosecution — ^if it had occui'red to him, 
that the house had formed a deliberative de-t 
l^n^ination, he should , refidil^ have aci^u^- 
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ewced, and should not have given the house 
a n^omeut’s trouble j but he confe^ised^ 
that, although his right hon. friend’s 
aincndiTient Jiad brought forward llie mode 
of prosecution, yet he was persuaded it 
did not occur to any, e;xcept those to 
whom ho had communicated his intention, 
what the precise object of the prosecutor 
was. LTpoii a determination to be col- 
laterally formed,, and without nnch dis- 
cussion, it appeared to him, that it would 
be highly improper to come to a dual 
judgment, especially in a case which was 
to Ibrm a precedent. Upon this principle, 
he submitted the propriety of bringing the 
question again before the house. He should 
beg leave to consider how tliis would have 
stood if it liad been res nova, how far 
the house would think it ex]'<edient to abide 
by its determination, and how far it wa.s 
excluded from reviving the .subject. As to 
the first question, supiwhiog it to be a new 
proceeding, whether it would be ocUer to 
proceed by impeaclunent, he confessed it 
did appear to him that an impeachment 
was the preferable mode. It was consistent 
with parliamentary usage, with the dignity 
of the house, with the rank and situation 
of tlie defeiidant, and led with greater 
certainty to substantial justice. Upon look- 
ing into the jounials he ibuiid, that with re- 
spect to commoners, the usual mode of pro- 
ceeding had been by an information filed by 
the attorney genenl. With respect to a 
peer of the realm, tlae usage was directly 
the reverse j for there were numerous in- 
stances of parliamentary inipeacJmicnls, but 
no diligence lie had used in searching int ) 
the journals had enabled him to discover an 
instance of a proceeding otherwise than by 
impeachment, except one, and that was the 
CHFe of lord Halifax in 1/02. It wa.> to i;e 
found in the 14tli volume of the journals, 
page 143. It a'ppeared that the a!idltors of 
the exchequer bad not examined certain ac- 
counts accordkhg to the directions of the 8th 
and 9tb of William III. and an address was 
voted to his majesty, that he would be 
pleased to give instructions to the attorney 
general to prosecute. Afterwards a motiiuL 
was made for the attorney general to staty 
what proceedings had taken plai'e. There 
was an entry in the journals to thi^efiect: 

Th(^ attorney general, in obi\iience to the 
order of the house, certified, that the ex- 
ception taken by the defendant’s counselhad 
4)een allowed by the court of excheqAr.” 
The exception was, that the words, as laid 
jn the information^ were in the aflirmative. 


that he did examine the accounts. Instead 
being in the negative, that he ^ not. 
the prosecution came to be in the court 
exchequer he knew not, unless it was ‘ 
account of the noble lord having been asi: . 
auditor of the excheqiK^r. With this vnglo^ 
eutpt-.on, the precedents the otlicr wiif 
w ore uniibrm ; there was not an instance w 
a single proceeding against a p^r except bf 
Wciy of impeachment. WI>eji usage had so . 
long established a mode of proc^ing, it 
was extremely dangerous to depart ^om 
except on solid and subst:inLial grounds. , III 
the present case, there were imt ny reasons wbjr 
it should not bo det ‘af icti fi oni : — the rank an4 
station, of the detondant ,* the respect due. to 
the high oraer of whh h he was a member | 
and the consideration that the trial of an ae* 
cased person before his peers, was more 
consistent with the spirit of the constitutiQii. 
He there fore thought tlie usage should nol 
be abandoned, except on extraordinary 
grounds. It was rendered more important 
diat it should not, by the general curiosity 
and attention which this case had excited. 
In tlie next place, the noble person had not, 
only fiJl^ the highest otfices (-f government, 
but he had eminently dlstinguiNhed himself 
by his a'jilitios ; every one must t'onsequenN 
ly agree, that he was entitled lo all tlie pri-t 
vilegcs he could claim in a case in which 
every thing dinr anu valuable to him was at 
stake. For these reaMais he conceived an 
iiifpeachment preferable, and was convinced 
it would be productive of more bubstantial 
jufMlce. He was ready to adiuit the exer- 
tions, the laicnts, and industry ot tliose who 
administered ju-slice in the court iawhicli the 
criinin.al pro.*»ecutioii was to be instituted. 

If he had a ant, that would be the court in 
uhich ])e would wisli to have it cairicd on ; 
but there nuglit be ca.'.cs in wliicli a court of 
c^’iumon law was not the proper place to in- 
stitute a crip final pr<x:eeding. 1‘here w'as a 
s(nchie.ss in tJie proceedings of a court of 
law, and certainly in a case perfectly new, 
and of this nature, it was very probable 
there might be rt)nsiderabl;.* embairaamient; 
undoubtedly a proceeoing nfiglit be. inblitut^ 
ed; in vv lTicb only some % small part of the 
charge in the teiWx report should be the sub- 
ject of prosecution j for instance, the chaise 
of permitting Mr. Trotter U) violate the ac^" 
of parliament. In that case there wpuld be 
nodiiiiculty as to the proof — what the result 
would be it was difficult to states— perhs^ 
tlvere might be no difficulty as to the 10,CX3A 
or ill short any distinct charge..; but when 
the house considered that it not o\^ 
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jeet of the proieqation to enter into a part 
of the tubject only, but into the whole, it 
must be e^dent that a proceeding in a coart 
•f law could not embrace the question at 
kige. He thought the principal part of the 
charge would be the participation of lord 
Melville in the profits of Mr. Trotter. On 
that sahject considerable difficulty must ne- 
cessarily occur in a court of law. All the 
difficulties were entirely got rid of by an 
ihipeachinent. There would be no embar- 
lassmeut as to form. The articles of im- 
peacliment might be framed more loosely 
than an information. In the course of a 
parliamentary impeachment every thing 
would be probed to the very bottom, and 
there would be time to examine into every 
part of the subject. The proceeding by im- 
peachment might be injurious to lord Mel- 
ville, but it would only be injurious to him 
where it ought. It would be injurious to 
him where he was guilty, and advantageous 
to him where lie was innocent. For all these 
reasons, he thought it a more eligible pro- 
4Seeding, as it would .afford a more ample 
opportunity of discussing the truth, the whole 
troth, and nothing but the truth.^There 
was another consideration. Reports liad 
been spread amongst all ranks with a degree 
of industry perfectly new. Papers bad been 
dispersed from one end c»f the kingdom to 
the other. Prejudices had taken possession 
of the minds of the people of all descrip- 
tions; it was generally supposed that fhe 
Country had been defrauded by lord Melville 
and Mr. Trotter of millions ; that seamen 
had been defrauded of their wages; and 
that the public taxes had increased in conse- 
quence of their iieculations. WJien he look- 
^ to the addresses which had been moved 
In every part of the country, he found 
abundant reason for thinking that they pro- 
ceeded on the principle of the public having 
been grossly defrauded by lord Melville and 
Mr. Trotter. Now, ho would beg lesJ'/e’^ to 
ask, whether the noble lord could be safe 
against the effect of these prejudices ? If 
was tried upon a crinifnal information, 
could justice be expected ? Who were the 
persons by whomdie would be trifict ? They 
were the tradesmen and^ shopkeepers of 
Westminster, doubtless veiy respectable cha- 
Ybetars, but men who would find great dif- 
iftcolty in |;eUing over the prejudices excited 
In their mtnd^in the short and narrow com- 
pass of ai Hbu in a court of law. As far as 
be could cHlect the mie of the house when 
the (pie«tton was /igitated before, he flatter- 
^'binwlf he should have the opinion of a 
'great majority in his favpur, |ie should not 


have presnmed to have come fbrwaid witb « 
proposition to cancel or alter a resolutien of 
the house, if that resolution had been ea^ 
tered into after an ample discussion ; if the 
whole of the subject had been adverted to, 
nothing should have induced him to have 
disturt^ the decision. But how did the 
question stand ? The principal question waa 
not as to the particular mode by which the 
prosecution should be carried on, but whe- 
ther there should be any criminal prosect^ 
tion ; and although the mode recommend^ 
by the amendment might have occurred to 
some, yet he would venture to say the gene- 
rality of the house did not advert to it. He 
would ask those w1k> voted against the im- 
peachment, whetlier they had considered 
the comparative merits of the two prosecu- 
tions ? Wore they apprised of the long 
usage of parliament ? That there had been 
no one instance of a proceeding otherwise 
than by impeacliment, except in the solitary 
case of lord Halifax ? If they had not so 
considered the question, he would ask them, 
whether, upon one hasty determination, 
they would wish it to bd^nal, and that too 
when it was to have all the effect and autho- 
rity of a precedent, and establish the prac- 
tice for ever ? It might be said, how could 
those who liad voted against an impeach- 
ment, now vote for it ? This, as an argu- 
ment ad hominem might be attended to : if 
the party accused was only to be considered, 
there might be some ground for such an ar- 
gument ; but there was a third party whose 
interests were concerned — ^the public, and 
the whole body of the peerage. He agreed 
tiiat a resolution once adopted, ought not to 
be rescinded lightly ; but in this instance he 
had the example of the house for what he 
proposed. On a former night, after a reso- 
lution had passed for a criminsd prosecution', 
it was proposed to rescind that resolution, iu 
order to substitute another fora criminal pro- 
secution. He would ask, ^^'h^ther a 
adequate cause could be assigi^d for 
ing a resolution, than that it h^d been adapt- 
ed without the due consideration of the 
house, and when four-fifths of the house 
. wished to substitute another ? He hoped it 
Was consistent with every view of substan- 
tial justice and the dignity of the house, 
t(> correct an error, rather than persevere in 
it. In bringing forward the question, he 
had discharge his duty : he had no personal 
acrmaintance with lord Melville ; he hardly 
kneVv any of his relatives; he had butou^ 
interest, justice to the party and to the pub*i 
lie, and that the guilt or innocence of the 
accused might be manifested according ta 



die MaUi«hed rsilm of pufiain^^ • Ac^. 
Ulod^jr 00 other looQm tfaao tiioie^'he' Im 
toijpreUod, he shodd lem the aoestioo to 
be dispos^ of as home shodn tfaiok fit. 
—The hon. and learned gent, then moved, 
** That the house proceed, by impeachment 
against Heniy lord viscount Melville for the 
several otFences which appear, from the said 
reports, to have been committed by the said 
Henry lord viscount Melville ; and that the 
attorney general be directed to stay proceed- 
ings in 'tte prosecution which he was direct- 
ed by an Older of this house, 13th June, to 
institute against him.*' 

Sir Robert Buxton rose to second the mo- 
tion. He regretted tliat an impeachment 
had not been resorted to in the first instance. 
He confessed that when he read the tenth 
report he thought lord Meh'illt ought to be 
impeached, and he was sorry the hon. gent, 
opposite (Mr. Whitbread) had not moved 
tliat measure in the first instance. He con- 
curred in the first resolutions because he 
thought lord Melville deserved punishment 
for what appeared in the tenth report. He 
was afterwards one of those who voted for a 
civil suit. If consistency was the principal 
thing to be looked to, why was that departed 
from ? He voted for a civil suit, considering 
the censure of tlie house a criminal punish- 
ment. Here the hon. baronet read a passage 
froinBlackstone, where the propriety of peers 
being judged by their peers, is insisted on 
from their being obnoxious to p^ular odi- 
um, and therefore likely by the 

prejudices of juries ; and froSi^V being an 
essential principle of theconsKj^n, that 
every man sho^d be tned by hiX^rs. If 
ever there was a case in which nwublic 
was strongly prejudiced it was tl^ He 
liked that the public jealousy should be 
roused wheu there was reason to think the 
public money had been embezzled or abus- 
ed. But he thoipht it right that the persons 
accused of crime, should have that, 
fair trial was the right of every 

subject whatem was charged against him. 
On these groluids he preferred impeach- 
ment. 

Mr. Rond said, he ofiered himself thusa 
early to the atteimon of the house, beciusar 
his non. and learned fnend hid impeached w 
resolution which he had the honour of p» 
posing. Whatever weaknm there mgtit 
nave been in the alignments he had offftd 
to the house in support of that resohitioiC or 
fh his mode of urging those arguments, mre 
was now at least one irresistible argument 
fer adl^Dg to the proceeding recommended 


^him— that tiwas a res^ution 
ne, could easily ^ve caedlNi to hfs IjibiL 
f(^ the best motives j but with ev«^ t 
for him, he was at a loss to conceive 
could be the particular motives in 
his hou. friend to bring forward this motiimL 
afier the substance of it had been djeci^i 
upon lyas lar^e a meetingas was ever leinenii^ 
bered, and after his bon. friend had hltns^ 
voted against it ; for it could not be denie4^ 
that it was in the power of his hOB. frieapi 
and tliose witli whom he bad voted 
night, to force the impeachmrat if li|i| 
wished it. It was therefore matCia: of 
prise that any of them should come fbrwaitf 
to impeach a deliberate proceeding of t£(i 
house, and to substitute for it one wbtc#' 
they themselves had decidedly opposed. 4|i 
did not venture to propose the resokitiob f<^ 
a criminal proceeding till he had, oif'lli# 
fullest deliberation, convinced himself 
it was the best adapted to the case. Eveiy 
consideration he had been able to ^ve thi 
subject since, and every tiling he had heard 
in conversation upon it, confirmed him iA 
that opipiou •, yet he could give the fullest 
assurance, tiiat if the house had prefenwl 
impeachment, he, with all tliat convicti6i| 
of the propriety of a criminal prosecution^ 
would think tliat tlie resolution for an im- 
peachment ought to be adhered to. 
would now give some reasons why he pm* 
ferred a criminal prosecution to an ixnpead^ 
ment. And first, he conceived it a cteja^- 
principle of parliamentary law', that 
house was at liberty to proceed eitlier 
criminal information or by impeachment, 
it saw reason to prefer the one or the olli^« 
No statute interposed to prevent it, tfae^S 
was no iuialogy arising from the commtm 
law, no deduction from any legal princtples 
to render it improper. He therefore coH^ 
sidered both as completely open, and helA^^ , 
himself at liberty to direct his mind to t0 
fh'vSBggrion of w'hich was to be preferreds 
He admitthc^ there had been no instance of 
a crmiinal proceeding against a peer, but that 
of lord HalifaxJ^^d therefore his heh. 

tr^, loot a solitary case to 
i^inSF^sBut he wAild ask, whether 
there was any tm^g wrong in that case } 
.Was there any privi](^ge of the i>^ers 
lated ? ITie |^rs were awakj iheirr"tj|- 
guard tlieir privileges if they thought them 
trenched upoil, but that never occurred to 
them. Was there now any violation of 
privilege? Did even the noble lord himself 
make any su^ objection \ There was no- 
thing of the tiind in the proc;(^:Ii^ aliped 






on the journals^' 

I tiuc4hm was meretysome diffict^- 1 
^ df ibrto arising out of the peculiar cif- 
"«cnitotanGes ef the case. Theusa^e proved 
ib»t parliament generally preferred impeach- 
l^t; hut tt did hot shew that there :Was 
^Vthing improper in a proceeding by cri* 
i|mhal prosecution. The usage did not prove 
'4&at this proceeding contravened any priiici- 


^as i^iscm:>a ^ M 

.whsnecfeiis^ryt&c^ peerstoiKma 


:e it a of; st^ wh^ hje 

said he would give iioace<;;iii^ cf the runner 
in which he had appUed l^e 
accounted for } In nls opinion^ jnst^ of 
maldng it a matter of state, that d^laradon 
„ ^ ^ made it more^^t for crlminaipfo^ati<^. 

^ of law. The grounds on which he pro- 1 The hon. gent, had said, that ahopk^peira 
)pbied a* criminal prosecution, were some of j were not fit persons to pronounce ona case of 
;||iem of greater, some of less importance. | this kind. The persons who would compose 
‘He proposed it becanse the prompt, vigorous, j the jury would not^ of that descriptitm. 
add efficacious proceedings of a court of cri- i This wovild not be a common jury case f; it 


miiial justice, were infinitely superior to 
the cumbrous, sbw, and harassing process 
of impeachment. He was ready to allow 
that there were many cases in which tm- 
foachmumt Would afford a remedy when no 
other course would. But he would not he- 
sitate to say, that wherever die case was fit 
^ a jury, when die subj^ came within 
their grasp, he would prefer a trial by jtuy 
to the more tedious and harassing form of 
impeachment. All who knew any thing of 
impeachment^ knew the various steps that it 
illowcd to be taken in vexation of the person 
under prosecution. A greater lapse ot time 
uroutd be neceasaiy before we could arrive 
si linpeacUment $ for though the criminal 
broKCUtioH could not bo put in train before 
me term in the end of the year, an impeach- 
meiit could not possibly be prepareej before 
the next session. Then It would be to be 
tonsidered whether it could be immediately 
proceeded on, consistently with the public 
business, or whether the public business 
ihould give way to it.’ This would give rise 
fb. various discussions, involving dieindtvi- 
Ihial aiid Vaisiug a ferment most disagreeable 
md inj^ious to him, a thing which nobody 
.Impeachment was the 
Mode of. tri^ proper to be resorted to in 
respecting the government of the 
)r of its colonies, where men wjjrJxliargccr 
vith crimes involving oppressvtii or tyraniiy, 
the great question ^s^ace dr war } ror 
( was impossible tljptiue^mon juries could 
)e fit arbitrator^' of such 
But was this one of th<>*Jgreat and 
plicated ca8e^|i|||pij]u not be comprehena-i 
ifckhy e»iivy^ll5a (learned friend said, it 
e^otfid bb necesstjy to go into Trott^’s. ac- 
cdunfSp > ' jUb allowed that would be a inatter 
)f difficulty^, if it vvas necessary. But, in 
IldB.Unfid# Itwoiildnot be necessary ' to es- 
^>.bi 4)iilUngs, an44jbficd« the 

in wbjfch lo^d iniay have 

the' of Mr, 


Gotten 


would-be a trial at bar before four judges, at 
the head of whom was a peer of parliament 
capable of including the consideration of 
such circumstances of state as the case mty 
involve. The jury would b© ip tb® ‘^liature 
of a special jury comtiosed of the gefidemen 
of the county, and if the menil&rs of that 
house were adequate to fonn a judgifient on 
the case, he did not see why those g^nffe- 
men were not equally qualified ; notwidi- 
standing any inatter circulated to thii pre- 
judice of lord Melville, he would nicil bllow 
tliaj. any misrepresentation or caiumti^ thus 
spread abroad, could make such an lipjires- 
sion on a' jury sp constituted; and' before 
judges of such a character, as thk they could 
not form a tribunal perfectly Cojnpfeteiit, and 
capable of a full and fair investlgalibii,' and 
a correct decision. If t iefcoriVerSlbn of the 
10,0001. were carried back as '^ras it ebuid 
probably be, it could not be^jildced before the 
act of parliament. Could fifs bon', ffiefid 
say, after the salary had been increased, 
there was no impropriety in this conversion ? 
He trusted that wbuld not be at^ed before 
an English jury and a court so constituted as 
the court ot king's bench. The Jthy \^ould 
have to pronounce simply,' whether lord 
Melville was guilty or innocent. If the' trial 


shopld reach that stage^ h 

havecredit fcf Wishihg, ast 

of^tord Melville,' that theP^^raiCtihay be a 
ifth?-^ ‘ 


^trusted be ,wctold 
aB any friend 


verdit of acquit&l. ' If theijV^i^hoald reach 
that stage, niuch wofild tfeSt vtrith (he judge; 
and would not the judge,, in tfiat case, take 
consideration every thing that could 
flll^iate ; he he woififf take 

Into consideration the ‘merita of hilt fbnfier 
c^rvtees, btit he wbfild take ifito fita’^Vlew 
jrery consideration of state; and alltfw evwy 

^^nsiddred a^crirfiinal'^ 


mode’ of ^ 
as more'fikety to’ 


a 

ir tte' aecitte^ efeduM 


if i oa-'te priiid|^ 
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coninioii law, which sUppostflever)' maii in-^j Upon which ti;c motion of his learned friend 
iiocefu till is proved ga11ty*v'axid therefore ; had been opy)..JSed. He detain should tho 
lenient in submitting his to. a fair and j house but vejy shortj'% for reasons whlc^. 
expeditious trial. Every IvUevv that I he should st.Ue on i ,i.. qucsi'on, wlieth^r , 
equal law was the first principle of justice in j the iuqxjachmcrit tiiepnjsect.iWi by etj* 
tins couniry. The best mode of proceeding i minal iinbnnatibn v^iis thv* most .desirable^^ 
was to be derided on a comparison of the j because, so far aa he could ascerlntn, -» 
circuni'^lancc? of the existing case, with the J great m. jority of the house appeared to 
rejiic\li(S cacli modi*} of proceeding afibrded. j have deoJared -in favour pf the impeach'* - 
Oil this compa.ibon a criminal proscentiou j ment. It liad lx?en urged that the conduct 
wi’s. in his mind, the b.^?t in the present j of lord Melville had beeii; defended 
iii t mco. Ir was the best from the con.M- 1 being a violation of law; and that die 
dciMiiwudue to the state of the party, and learned gent, on the beach below hma 
Iroiu t}»vi naiure of the complaint. The master of the rolls) had so, argued/ Bnt 
t iiK't could be offered Avonld luwe all that had not been the case j neitlier that 
d .e wc'^iit in appoitioiiing the judgment, if right hon. and learned gent., nor aojf 
a c aivictiou .slioiiU take place. On all these other lawyer; taking th» resojutioni of fite,. 
considcraiions, his mind was still unchanged hoqse of commons for granted, could dca3r 
liom the determination it had taken on. the that the appHcati^ of public money to 
fornwr night. But this was the least part purposes ot privst^prolit was . a violatLori 
of ihc (jLiestion. The greatc.st and most of the lai^% ' It was a different question 
jn itcri.d coiihideration was, whether a re- how far the lodging the money at private 
.sulmion deliberately agreed upon by a great baokerV for navy services only was or wait 
majoriiy of tliehou.se, in the fullest meeting not a breach of law. It had been assigned 
ever known, was to be rescinded on a notice by bis learned friend as a reason for pro- 
of twenty-four hours. On this ground par- ferring Mhe impeachment, that the period 
ticiiLirly he called on parliament to assert its of the advance of 10,00(^. not Jjeing 
cli.iractcr, to take care not to exhibit the tlie investigation . of tlwt fact might' create 
niisLMable spectacle of changing incon.side- embarrassments in the prosecution in th^^ 
nitciy iis most deliberative re.solution.s, and king's bench, and the right hon. and leaner 
to leave It in the power of anyone) to over- ed gent, contended, that no man 
nil ! I the mosr solemn decisions oil a notice of deny thattliat was a breach of law, since 
Uvcnly-fonr hours, the advance had tieon made after the resolu^ 

Mr. Leycenter, in explanation, said he tions of the house in 1782. He should 
Lad not argued ihat tlie proceeding by not dUcusH that question now, but would - 
ci'iminal information was unconstitutional $ rather refer it for examination to a tri^.. 
bill that the mode of impeiichmeiit wa.s by impeachment than in a court of law, 
more coiiJ'i.sieiit with our parliameiitory As to the question now before them, he 
pniceedings. * should make but a few obsen ations upon it, 

* Mr. Bond said he had not attributed to Tlie majority had declared in favour of .an 
his lion, and learned friend any such doc- imjieachment, and it wag only by ^ form 
trine, but had answered the vague ideas of that the other mode of preceding hid 
others. ( been superinduced. The impeachment biKl 

The Soli^hT^^t'ticral ob.served, that the^ moved by the hon. gent, oppo- ? 

right hon. \iri^arned gent, had expres-senT site (Mi?AiWiitbread), on whipb the amend, -i 
Iiis surprise fept his learned friend could ment vvas ^^sed by the right hon, and 
have brougJit Ills Iioii. n*iiKl to entertain learned gent, tai^^ia criminal prosecution by 
suoli a proposition as that he had submit** the at wne3^-gcn gropwbi,11ie forms of the 
ted to die house. If any shame belon^l-sdfCtl^^T^JtriT^ the quesifon to be put, that . 
1o the opinion, sorry for it, his«sSuisy the words |iroj733|Ml to Deleft out 'remain 

he was equally lialff6'T(T^y*i nIiaro^ froy part of tJie mationk AU who prelerted 
rntcrlaining die same opinion wdth jls the inipeadiment 

lion, and learned friend. If dio mol ion/of atfirniative, which a direct 

his hon. and learned friend went to remind judgment on their part fii favour of 
a resolution which die hou.se had delibentely imj^aobnvcnt. The number was iQff j wfiO 
bnd directly come to, lie sliould agree widi linding themselves driven out of the itja- 
the argument of the right hon. gent., dial peachnieiit, and thinking k that the/crimhiat > 
it ought not to be rescinded 5 but he could prosecution by the Httoi;iK|r-geiicral Was bet.- , 
nor help expressing his surprise at the gruunds ter than none iit all, voted fortheameudi 
^'0L. V. 1^ • 


f 
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ment with those who preferred the pro- peaehment, contrary to so recent and so- 
* Kecution hy information. The number that lemn a decision. He b<?j;ged, therefore, 
voted for this quf'stion was 2J8, from to appeal to the chair^ wlietlicr it 
Which deducting the 1.05 who had pre- consistent with parliamentary u.^age to en- 
fonvd tlic ihipoachnient, there were but terrain at the same time two oppieitc pro- 
4a wlw preferred the pmsccuiion by infer- evodings on the same subject, 
inatiun. Still he admitted tliat tiic im- Ihe Sltcaker, from tl)e appeal that liad 
pcachmriu had been, in fc.rm, negatived, been made to him, felt it to be his duty lo 
There wore mi>ny quesiions on which the state to die house that from the manm f in 
sense of the house wjw collected, but this, which the motion was framed it consisted of 
i^vhether the impea-hment or the prosccu- two parts,, the latter part of which \M.nU 
tion by iulorniaiion was proh-rable, had to do away the rtsohitjons of the liou^c on 
■ never Ijceii directly submiUed to the con- a former occasion. Those parts of the 
*?ideratioii ol the house. IJe aJlowxd that motion might undoubtedly be separated, as 
the house had decided, that some criminal was often the practice, if it should be the 
prosecution sliould take place, though it plca.uu*e of any lion. gent, to make a mo- 
iiever had dciermined which was to be tion to that ctfect j but unquestionably un- 
■ preferred, llie form alone stood iii their til .such motion should he made, it would 
•way. The right hon. and learned gent. liad. be his duty to put the question on die 
argued llwt it would bp, a proof of waver- motion it had been originally iirojio.i d. 
ing and vnciiliition in thiir deci-scus, .if they Mr. Jiankts resinned, and declared Iiis 
Were to rescind a resolution that had been own opinion, found'jd upon all the e.\[)c- 
passed jn so full a house, on. the I3th of.rience and ohservatinn of which he was 
.June. If the majority of tJmt lull house i master, that two ditlcrent eiiminal pn;- 
kid decided on the question, wJiidi mode j ceedings against the same individual, upon 
of proceention was to be preferred, he j one and die same subject, could not, con- 
' .sikiuld yield to the pressure of rfuch an si.stently with leg.il justice, or parliamentary 
argument j but no such decision had yet j order, be carried on at the same time. 'J lie 

been mrde. If they were lo take a retro- i house had already, after the most boleinn 

ap6ct ot the proceeding, and to- go back to ' dc1iberr.tion, and fullest discubsiou, in oju^ 
civcamstauces of the discussion, it would of tJie fulle.st nicctiu^s ever wiine'-s-d, 

ajipoitr that the majority <pf those who had come to a soloinn decision upon this sublet • 

delivered any ojdnion cm the subject, had and now, upon the short notic e of tueniy- 
profenTd the impeachment, lor which rea- four hours, or ratlier Mirprist', the liou^e 
son he shoiikl vote for the motion of hi.^ was culleil upon to resciiivl th.it dcci.sirjp, 
foamed iriend. and to adopt tlie mode of proceeding which 

i Mv. BanJ.i^s .said, tliat before he should it had already rejected, lie could not have 
conic lo discuss the question of impeach- conceived it possible, that the lion, anrl 
rnenr, he should first submit tu tlio chair leurnetl gent, w ho brought forward (hi., nio- 
sufh ideco as occurred to Imn on the point tion, could reconcile to his own hon fecl- 
of proceeding, and a.s to whether the iug .sucli a jiroceedhig as, alter v hat h.^id 
house was now in the proper hue. He aJread.y pasml,. at this late jiLM'iud of ihe 
always undei.stood it a mnitcr of parJia- | .se.ssion, and after half the members had 
mehtary on.er that two diirerent proceedings | left town on their pri\ato coiVcrn.s. to bring 
? on the same subjen, and tout rary [. forward a motion of tliU •n.^forc at tweiit}- 

other, could not be enter! aiiijj'* "at (he .jur hours notice. If the .sutler 

«anietime. This he always i-’.iUerstood lo itself to be induced to adon' * 'such a ino- 
be tlie general rule; therefore lie tion, he should not be at all .iirpvi.scd if, iu 
thought, in the ■<*asc, the house could twenty-four Iwatrs more, it should be again 

' not Come to thcadf'plioii of an'‘^a‘p*jcv'ccm}fg^; calJeil on to rescind that motion also, and to 
nor enlertain' a question tipon it, uutirit bJ*vfonthe proceedings^ Jainst the noble 
l^^d fully disposed of tile first. On a full ford understood, from 

view'-af -th&.’^utTf^oii-'lin one of the fullcsf rljmours out of doors, and some hints drop- 
assenfr/iies of nlnnoers that, had ever met ptV‘ within, that some attempt w’ould be 
within those waVs, and one of the. fullest maiv'e, from another hou.se of parliament, 
clKcussions that ever took place, the house tortvisc the proceedings cigainst ilie noble 
had decided to Aispcnd a civil prosecu- lord j and tliat something in tlie nature ol' 
thin ih 'o1rd^‘ to criminal one ; and a conference would be solicited with that 

oinir^itwaS to proceed by jm-* hou;Jc, touching some of the hcreditjiy 
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privileges of the jx^erngc being involved in was not disposed to quit his [xjth to folios^ 
the •proceedings of ihc liouse against lord hini inio new and intriraie ways. Me 
Melville. .But without any prtuiom inti- no to violate the privileges of the pm*** 
aiiation of any grtnind wJiatcver, save the Ri^e, hnt he was not afraid of any of those* 
short iniinijtton }’ei>rerciay, tor tJie Ijoiisc impedinaents ta jiutice, in the court of - 
to be called upon to rescind its solemn ilo- king’s bench, tlwtwore not likely to cx^cur 
cision, founded upon so many successive before the highof tribunal. He had no fault 
discussions upon the conduct of the noble totind wdth the mode of administering crU 
lord, was tlie ipost indecent attempt he had minal justice in the courts of this cv^untry * 
ever heard ot. \Vhat, he would ask, would and if the noble lord should bo awiultred by 
the people of England say of such a )»o- a jury in his mnicsty’s court of king’** befrch, 
i-oeding, iftlie house should be induced to his former friends and aoi|«aihtaiKf^ might at 
adopt it ? What sort of respect or esfima- fairly consider his character vindioiitevl, afnd 
lion w onld the people of England attach to his innocence proved, as if his ' acf{uiual 
a parlia nent thus wmering and capricious should take place before ( he house of lordsl 
in ils decisions? What opinion would the Hnt as to the proceeding by iinpeachniCttt, 
world f jrm of its wisdom ? Besides, it he- the only instance at which the Jiou.se W'as 
I'.oved the house to look w'ilh a jealous onahlodMo look within its own time (the 
t*y*i lo the quarter whence the proposal trial of Mr. Hastes), presented no very 
came, and swj how far the pure ends of firourable expeef^Sbn that siicli a mode was 
justice were actually the motives of those best calculated to promote Speedy and ccr- 
who urged it forw'ard. The hon. and tain justice, • or encourage him to prefer that 
learned member who sjx>ke la.sf, and was mode of proceedhig, while there was aiio- 
in)\v so warm an advocate for impcjich- ther tribunal in the country which j>re.sonf- 
incut, had ever until now spoke and voted ed, in his mind, a more fair and cflbctual ^ 
nyaiust any resolution the house had adopt- road to* justice. Upon the journals of par- 
ed, eitlier for the censure or crimination liament there was but that cnie solitary case 
of the nolde lord, and lual this night justi- Mn which impeachment had been followed 
fled hi, aversion both to impeachment and np to any oiVectual issue ; in ev^ery other 
criminal process, upon the ground that the case, pat liament had failed on this head, and 
censure <jf the house wa.s surilcicnt punisJi- abandoned the proceeiiings Irom sc me catis© 
ment. Ih.it did nothing new again.st the or othr r. It was saiM against the trial by 
u<»ble lord come out in the subsequent jury, that popular jirejudu'ps had bct n ex- 
proi'eeding.s ? Were there no new facts cited by cl ' m<;ur wiiliout doors : he admit- 
J>rouglit to liglit ill evidence Ijcfore the ted, and lamented the fac't ; but upon such 
select coramitlee ? Did no new instances subjects popular clamour was too closely 
of criminality and aggravation como out connected with the liberty of thecountr'v to 
even in tliat house ? Let the house lock a be ePccl'aitily restrained. I^oM Melville, 
little at the conduct of iIjc hon. gout, who however, v.i.s not the only delinquent cx- 
was this night so urgent for impeachment ? po^ed to .such a misfortune ; aiicl it shoutd 
Did not he, and those who acted wdth him, be remember :^d, tliat if lie M'as opCn to such 
iiniftjimly opjjosc every propo.sal, from ! inconvenionf io, he had the valuable priv:- 
the beginning, (for enquiry into the niisap- lege of cirallcnging the pannel, which ovfeirv 
plication ^'ip>il‘5Trc inoney* and the €rirai.»<i5?isr/'?^enjoys upon liis trial 5 or of putting % 
nal coiulu^ noble bird? Did they off thaA.vd on account of the ferment, ex- 

then pTopose\^Tipeachrncnt for the pure ends istingin the^??^hlic raiud, ns has hsppeftfed 
of substantial •justice ? Did they not say, in a thousand inst^ires, upon all trials who: e ' 
the lirst resolution of the house on ibis rhap^^injjM are made cither as 

subject was quite enough ? and <lid tly.ry ‘’STirjiposeo^to'v^c to llie jirisoner, 

not a.'sscrt that was unjust andj^tv^l- tjjf or who may h ivo^ii^tercd Ipiniohs 
proceed further? * X Kb able to him. In vh^l hell case, 

Kanio, and what said they now ? Why, tjpt sons who are the i ( ! 

criminal prosecution was the way icjjpb- I.Ord Melville, may bef Jpj^ersons to sit. in 
tain substantial justice/ and that, by Jnm- jildghient iTpoithina j'wKj^ hi spoil ticsil.eiiS- 
poachnient, the guilt of the noble lo'rS, if mies, if any bo- l^d, c, 1 nnotbe 
^iupported, w ould be more amply •'pnnisAed. venh^ from- delivering 
But when he reflected on the-principles cf )nm, without ’tfhy of 
Action, which had heretefore^ghided"' the Either si<le : atid he'^ThbiV^t 

hon. and learned gent, on this subject, he proceeding in the kiiie'g bench the moaZ 

2 V 2 j 
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likely to lead to speedy and iixipartisl justice, flier that had been considered a*? a notice ; 
But what opinipn could the- house form of ;nd if it had been a notit e, why Jirid the 
die motives and principles of thobe who first hoii. and learned gent, thought it iiccc?.sary 
vote against impcj^clinient, then against pro- lo renew it the precetilng day ? 
cecdiiig by criminal proj^ecution, and now I^rd Henry Petiy^ luviiig been cue of 
Again come forvv:u*d, and strenuously cry out those who had felt it their duty to v(jto hw 
Ibr impeachment r Would the house sup- the impeachnu'nt in the first insianoc. aiid 
pose they were actuated by any wish for afterwards for the prosecudon hy crim ual 
ju-stice, or that they had any other motive information on the former occMsi(»n, f U it 
than, some how or other, to attain tiieir equally his duty now to give a decided : 
original object of screening the noble lord tive to the motion. If he could as.«:ii!t to 
from any degree of punidiment? If the the arguments that had been used by the 
hou.se were luduced to abuidou their own learned gciit. opposite (the solicitor gene r.il). 
<lecihi'4i, to cidopt ilie mode ik?w' proposed,' that they w'erc now^ for (he first time to de- 
another occur rtilK'e niigiic t’ko place, which cide upon tlie ejuestion, whether an im- 
would eftd ’Uudly In* a b«ar to in the peachment or a crimiiud proseciuioii hy tlie 

way of impeaCimu n! . but which would not attorney general were mure desirable, he 
he likely to have etibet on proceedings should vote for the inipeav.hmcnt 'fhis, 
in a court of <Tlmiu li ju-tice. He, there- however, was not the case, and he begged 
tore, earnestly coiiiuL'(.,J ilic house not to to remind tiie hou:*c, that this nioiiou v. a-* 
rescind its o^vJ\ solemn decision, to adopt a brought forward ui '•onsecpiencc of aiu>tne, 
j'roposilsou i ius juteniptcd by surprihC, of which appeared only ibe preceding day on the 
v/hiLh the house notuiU/ hi\*l j;;)tauy tiiucly books, the object of which was to do away 
iQtimaticii, hoi .s coaiplciA?ly tlirown oii' a resolution that had Iwcii adopted by the 
its guard fo!'’- days siuce by tiic right hon. house after a consideration of two montlis, 
and lotrncd gepr. opposib' v him (d'o alter- and i discussion of two days previous to the 
^licy , ererai; coming (.own to ihchoilsc, and i diei idon upon it. This resolution had been 

ciaimiiu, ii’atructions how to puceedj a I adopted with every circum.stance of the most 

cjn^.'ition ratlu ‘ extraurd'uarvi is coming j formal solemnity of the proceedings of that 
from liJUit learned gent, to the house ash bouse, Nvith such peculiar ciicurnstnuccs of 
clients; as li m. ..t be presumed his prof Oi- jolemnity, as hadailracteJ the atlcMidance of 
!<ioual knowledge was suHicici*t to diixct tlic yreate.st number of members perhaps 
him in shapin,^ an informaiion upon the me- ever known, and fixed their attention to the 
lits of the case Inul before him. No in- di.scu.ssioii of the subject. I’hesc Avere tlic 
fctapee of suih conduct A^as to be found on circumstances under u hicli the resolution 
the. journals of parliament, Tiic propfjsi- had been adopted, and that aviis the decision 
tiou. therefore, as. it now came forward, w’hich the learned member mnv slated not 
wa.s obA iously a trick upon tlie house. In to haA’c been deliberately fbmTcd. He had 
the absence of above half the members wdio wdth his fcchlo talents hupportjid the motion 
voted for the measure, it was now^ proposed for the impeachment, which had been urged 
to rescind it, and no doubt those members A^dlh the whole AA^eight of the talents and 
w'ould have attendetl in their places, had elot|uence of his hoh. friends iitiir him, and 
lliey Lad any idea of such a proposition yet the learned gent, bad* said, (liat the 
conaing forward. If the house Avas to conn- quc.stic'ii relating to rhe mojite of prosccii- 
I tenaiKXJ such a procedure, and creale>ya*it - *11011 Jiad not been that Aiyiiiscpfsed. He 

' precedent, it was impossible to sa^.sVhat re- dui not think the learned ^\t,-'ilatcd this 

solutions might pot bo rcsciiid^drtn a similar, for the purpose of inisleadifc^ the house, 
way. but certainly he couki not wsink that tlio 

Mr. Leycester statf/?y-£nat Avheu his learn- gentlemen o|>po.site Avere ignorant of the 
ed friend had givdi notice of^’kis^ntriotidb;^ r'liestion then un(l(*r discussion, when he, a 
the right hon gmt, help*./ him (the chan- inexperienced. ..bomber of the 

cellor of the exchjquer^ had intimated that h«use, ^.vYr^'^ifij^aVare of h. But* 
t/t the, vnode of prosecution tlwc aa\<is another proof that they could not 
would then bc'iij^utinider consideration^ be%no»'ant of it. Had they not a warning 
and,, that alone Ai^out any mother motive conwning ibe vote the v were about to give? 
would have wairanff^ his motlpu. , Did hot his hon. friend (Mr. Sheridan) cull 

llffr. £anhfs. the indmatioiroi upoa the right hon, . tlie chancellor of the' 

th^ exche ap- eachei^tier fpfconsider what might be the ef<^ 

pealed to tlieretmklhm of the house> whe- fret of the v^iio wsts to give ; Uiut It might ? 
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l(\»d to a ronseqAience he did not wish ? was 
not this liolbro llie right lion. gent, had spo- 
ken ?* lldd he spoken after ? No; and}et 
jic oujrhtfo have stated his reasons for hav- 
ing pursued the lino which he ftillowed. — 
'J'iic amendment had been to e.xpunge the 
words of the original motion for tae im- 
j)eael)menl, and those who wished that no 
i i iininal proserullon should take place, voi* 
ed ag tmst tlie original motion with a view 
to giM rid of both j and after the lapse of a 
foi might, when from the state of tlie house 
it did not appear that the mendicrs present 
v/erc lialf the inenibers that had voted on 
that quotion, a motion was brontht forward 
Ibr rescinding it. He had voted originally 
fi>r the iinpcacJnuent as the most constitu- 
iion.'il riuvde of procTeding. and on giving 
l]Is Note lor ihe proseciilion by the attorney- 
gojieril, lieJuid not boon iiifiuenced hr any 
])icfereiu'e for it, but by a consideration that 
i:d advantiiges might result fiom it to 
ihepuDlio. He trusted, therefore, that the 
hoi-')^- 'vould adiiCri to il‘ decision, and that 
i])e de('ision of this ycr** would hereafter be 
considered as a pivcedeiit. 

Sii U Hihim Bunthfghs declared, that if 
tlie irotien Mere to rescind a solemn resolu- 
tion ot the house, lie should he ilie lirst to 
opptjse it. In rising to &upp(»Jt the motion 
of Jiis I<Mrncd friend, he supported what 
was file deliberate .sense of the majority of 
that !i(‘use. Ho asked the gent, opposite, 
luul tlu' noble lord, whether the resolution 
iiad been concurred in by tlie majoiity of 
the house ? He appealed to the only evi- 
ilcnce they could have, e.xccpt the votes of 
tlie house, w'hetlier every geiit. who .spoke 
oil the opposite side, had not preferred the 
impeachment j lie appealed to the chair and 
to the house, wlierher every gent, wdio had 
sspokeii on his side of the house, had not ex- 
pressed a preference for the impeach men l, 
if tliey M ere to (dioose ? Had not the noble 
lord, who Jiad eb'^much distinguished hiiii- 
.‘‘clf by his taje^it^, pronounced a most elo- 
<pient sjieech ,in support of impeachment, 
and had that spcetdi yet been answ’ered ? 
could the noble hjrd, with all his ingenuity, 
answer it himself? The noble lord had, 
slated, coiwistenti;',. Uiat be still prefivieci 
the impeach luent. in ‘tlie' vviivL rjci>rdso« 
parliament there was butene instance of 1 
pro.scciUion by the attorney general agains^ 
peer, and was that on argument for adherjpg 
to a resolution, he might say, iiiadverteiuly 
Ufken, when such re^dution was contrary to 
the practice of parliament fitmt the eadiest. 
periods of its lustory If they were to 


adhere to the form and not to the sense of 
the liouse, they should decide against what 
was the opinion of a majority of near fivO 
hundred members. This motion \va.s not to 
rescind a i evolution of the house, so rnudi 
as to carry into efleet the .sense of the vast 
majority of the members. By adopting the 
impeaclmr*nt, they should get rid of the 
embarrassments that would atltuid the other 
course. I'hey all knew the ferment that 
existed, the mistakes and mismpresentatiord ' 
that had taken place, and if the trial by im- 
prachment w'oiild not be so expeditions as 
that in the king's bench, was it not desirable 
that the trial should be put off till the fexv 
incut f-luiuld be allayed r If tlic hon. gent, 
would c'ojisent to jjrosecute on the evidence 
iiiid not to inclnoe the charge of partieipa- 
tic'u, whieli w«mld involve the invesiigaiiori 
of accounts, tlie matter might go to a jur}^ 
Any lawyer would admit tliat if any other 
mode, of trial could be disco\ ct'cd, it would 
be preferable to that by jury, if the jury 
was to be adjourned, which inii.d be the tni-so 
if comjdieated accounts w^ere to be submit- 
ted to their con.sideration. Inqjeachment 
v/as more consistent with the dignity of tho 
liou.se, and with the rank and station of the 
delinquent. He called on the Jiouse to fol- 
low the sense of the majority, at id adopt a 
course which, if they had come to the dts- 
eiussiju imentangled by forms, tJiey woolcl 
have adopted, that which wn.s the sense of 
400 members, in opposition to -43. 

IVlr. Chftrles Uyinie ruse and spoke as 
follows : — It is with feelings (;f the deepest 
regi*et that J riSe to cxprcs.s my difference in 
opinion upon this very important subject 
from all tiiose* with whom I am connected ; 
from those v/itli whom it ha.s hitherto al- 
ways been ?riy pleasure and pride to act ; 
from il.ose who so much to their own credit 
and to the satisfaction of tlie whole country, 
ha’.e carried forward tliis great and iiio- 
's enquiry to the stage in which m*© 
now tind’^jt , 1 feel deep regret for the situa- 
tion in whictr'^be house is placed, called 
upon either to resold a determination the 
most ‘Jfdenni, i?gree<f’t5K,»^^rhaps the fullest 
fiiki* cic/*.\be remeAbered for many / 
^years, to fescind^^^n a coBiparativcIy thin' 
'house, upon a notic^pl* twnty-four lioiir^. , 
or to persist in a coursi^^b;^ 
sider but as wrong, eq^^v^^tietri mental to 
tile accused individual, aiA to the public 
.who are the prosecutors/ J3et weon these^ ' 
dilHcolties are we pLtcedjWnd ic docs not 
lessen my regret to tind Aysself obliged to 
concur with those uhptie fecotasi^jteaco m 
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voting contrary to wJiHt f Jicy have now de- sible to have tried that case hy an ordinary 
. clurcd to have been iLcir opinion has so placed jury ? We might as well ohjert th6 trial 
us. — II may be a^ked, w hy entertaiiiiiig the by jury in all future cases, hi eauso I lardy’-.; 
objections to the nioueof proceeding hyin- trial lasted six days, as to tiio nial by ini- 
formation which I do, I \oted for it on a pcadunont becimse Mr. Hasting s lasted se- 
former night? I certainly gave tliat vote ven years, when in no former "in^tanee has 
with more reluctance and more completely any incciavcnicnt delay taken place. Hut in 
ba coinpid'ji iii than any wjiich 1 have ^ven the present instance I do i.ot s* luple to say, 
Miice 1 sat in this house j but I am satisfied • that it is prolxible tliat a greater (lehy wonkl 
that ! did right, :ind u’-tai a similar occasion j interxeiie before the proceeding by informa- 
should again give a .similar vote: for great *tion/ could be brought to a coucliisiou tliaji 
as are the evils of a piocccding by infonna- ' that by impeachmer.t. The term is now' 
tion, the evils of no proceeding at all are | nearly concludeil, and the information not 
still greater. — 1 object to the precedent of a i yet filed ; with the utmost dispatclt llicrcforc 
proceeding by in foMnation, aa being erjually . that can be useil it t annul he to. peeled to 
unjust U) the jMibiic and to the person ac- be brought to trial before the inontb of 
cuhcd. It must he cairicd on by the at- ‘ February next, or, that in case of ronvie- 
loruey general, ati ofTiccr appointed at the j lion, sentence could be pas.,ed before the 
plea.su ; 0 of the administration, over w'hom, j month ot May. — 1 prefer the trial hv in>- 
from the inonu nl we hu\e directed the j pcachrnent, because it is inlinifely inoie sn- 
j>r(>«ccution wc lose all controul whatever j j Icrnn, more suitable to the dignity both of 
to tlic crown, and to the crown only i.s he | tlic accusers ;incl the accused; because it 
responsible ; it has already been ik'termincd | wall bring him before a court compost-d of 
that a jiarclon i.s not plcatLible to a parlia- persons above all prejudice, capable of duly 
mentary impeachment ; but wJuit is tp pro- appreciating the importance of this case, 
serve us from the attorney genend’s being ind of every thing wditcli tends either to 
directed at any time to enter a nolle proi^cqui aggravate or to alleviate the ojfTcnce. But, 
which w'ould completely stop the proceed- says my learned ifiend, wdio originally re- 
ings now pending ? Will gentlemen think commended tjic proceeriing by inforntation 
iilto what W'C lm\e seen, that in the present (Mr. Bond), lord Melville will be tried, 
case s^uch directions are wholly impossible ? not by a common Jury, but by a special 
For the house of commons directing an in- jury, composed of country gentJf’men, of 
formation to be filed by the attorney general such men as sit in this hoiT'e. Hail such 
in a case of .similar magnitude with the an idea come from any oilier niemlx r 1 
present, there is but one prc^ccdviit, that of ' should not have been surprised, but that it 
lord Halifax, and that certainly a most ! .should proc'ced from my learned friend, 
inauspicious one. At that period, the j wdio has seen wJiat is the composition of 
two houses w ere in a state of the utmost j the special juries of Middlesex, that he 
hostility, particularly upon the subject of j should talk of Uie tradesmen of Bond-street 
imperichment, and at .such a period only I and the Strand as country gciillcmeu. does, 
could such a measure be ju.slilied, and yet j I confes.s, astonish me. — For the trial by 
w.hat was then the issue ot it ? Eord ^i':liJv^x j jury I have as high a respect as any man ; 
escaped by a technical flaw in the intbrma- 1 but . there are cases to whitli it is wholly, 
tion 5 a flaw which could not inapplicable, and this appbars Jto me to be 

articles of ijnpeachment, andj^iich it. is I one. of them. With the d’egfee of popular 
i)ot impossible v^'as desigiiej|J^ introduced, j ferment which always will c-V-st, and which 
I^has been urged, that/^frVis proceeding is j I am not afraid to say, ought to exist in a 
preferable to imnfty;?yiyhcnt, ^as being le.s.s . government so framed as ours, upon a 
dilatory and leb^expen&i\e^,^strtr’tb i^Jiarge of peculation, brought forward by 

this, the exampltnof Mry^iisting-s’s impeaj;h of commons, j^aiust a minister, 

rftent U quoted. tButy/at was a casii per- is to .send Inin 
feccijp 4»M!jnalow all , others : an ac- I ijn a certain conviction. But in the present 

cusation CQmpifcSiiDt*dlng the whole of tlie ! inptance, the objections arc infinitely in- 
gpveminent of Yndra for. ^o, many years, j ewsed. Besides tlio dangers which- 1 ap- 
The pumber of Witnesses vrbicb it wras ne- j pToiend in ajl cases from allowing prosecu- 
Cie^ry to cajl,, ^Epilcd a delay which cpuld i ticwis of this kind to he , conducted by the 
not iu 4 ny have taken place. : jservant of the crown, appointed by the 

Bj!4t, is this ptrijtrpferahle to ihtvproceeding \rrown,, removable at the will of. tlie crown, 
by Jmpeaclinac.ntr? Would it ha\c been pos- j l^uid by oath to obey such directions as 
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l:c roooi\c:> from the crown, I feel particular tJie right hoii. j^oiU, Pitt) to state the 
objection to entrusting my learned friend, reasons which induce him to (hink that the 
the pfi 'jcrjt Mltorney general, with the m:i- iiiajority of the hdiiao, tliongh tbe^- voted' 
i;'i.;eiucnt of tJiis great and momentous in favour of this mode of prot coding, yet. 
j)i«y ( cuiion. Holding the opinion which Avere decidedly of opinion against if, la 
1 k' li.)iionral)lv and conscientiously does, it the validity of tho-^o reasons, 1 may not 
‘•ccir.s to me impossible that he should con- much diftlr from him; but if we oj ce 
dui i it ilia manner satisfactory to me, or to open a door of this lutinv, ' particular cir- 
(lu* majority of this house, or the public. T cunlstances will be found m every case that 
l.now him too well ; I know too well the j can be stated, and llie most solemn resolti- 
liigh idea which he enter', tins of the duties i ti<»ns may be rescinded by surprise.' Upon 
of liis odice, to belic\e that any thing con hi 1 this ground, widting that tJie present motion 
induce him to .aggravaie an ofHaice which | may be carried in a manner most' decorouj 
lie is diroi'lcd to prosoi ute beyond what he j to this house, and most satisfactory to tin* 
bel'cv'.'^ lo be its true colour and complexion. I public, I shall,- altboiigh I do not know' 
in', opimon upon this subject h.ih not been: that any gentleman will conci.r sufficiently' 
coiu eiled ; lie has appeared as llie open and; in opinion with me to second the motion,^ 
nvowcfl apol igist uf lord Melville. He has: move, tliat this debate be adjourned until' 
dec lared, that in llii'^ ease he secs or.ly legal I Monday next.” — The motioh not being si:- 
guilt ; beyond that point therefore, he will ', conded, fell tf) the ground, 
no', he cannot urge tills offeiu'e. Myopi-i Mr. /f. said it' he* h.id been i a 

nion upon this subject most widely differs, 1 the lumse when the first resolutions had been 
and believing the guilt of the? noble person • proposed, he Avonld h:ne voted for tlicni. 
accused to be of a niiKh more heinous na-* He sflerwards voted against the imjicachj- 
turo, I object to the trial being conducted i men f and the criminal inform.ation, as lm 
by one who will uiiderstale the otlencc. — [ thought the punishment had been sntficientr 
Siirb, sir, are the reasons which induce me ' liut as the house had ciane to a resolution in 
to concur in the object of this motion. In favour of the latter, he .should certainly voto[ 
many of themi I have no doubt tliat most ! against rescinding that resolution . 
of my iriends wdio w ill to-night vote against | Mr. ll^iridkmn spoke at some lengtli in fa- 
it concur; but they say, that the house jvour of the resoluli in of the house for' tlfS 
having oiicc^ adopted another mode of pro- 1 criminal prosecution of lord Melville. ' 
^•e^ding in preferences to this, it must not reviewed tJie argument.s on both sidt's, and! 
row 1)0 changed. If this w'cre only a C]ues- c.sprcssod his opinion in favour of the im- 
tion of convenience between two courses, ix^aclnncni, on the grounds whic*h he haci 
uiihercjf which would lead to the .same end, originally stated as a matter of preference, 

I should certainly feel that wc ought to sub- until the bouse bad decided, bj' it.s vote, i:;' 
mil to ce.nsiderable inconvenience rather favour of the other mode of crimin.il pro-^ 
thau infringe upon the con.sisteiu'y of this » <'ecding. No person would take upon bim^ 
h'use: but feeling as I do, that the former j to as.«eH tha( to proceed against the noble 
AfUe of this ]iou:»e lias adopted a mislhod of lord in the coujf.s of law', was illegal or uri- 
pruf'ceding w^hich is not likely to answer con.vtiUitional. The precedents for llie pro- 
i:-.' subst.mliai eiyl.s of jn.sticc, w'hicli may secuti on of jx*ers wt'vp vf?ry numerous ih our 
.•t any moment be stopped at the pleasure history; and he could see no arguindht that 
of the crown, which is likely to sanction Vv/Uld c ‘ inado out against the present mode 
a precedent the. most- dangerous, and which suocessrully .'’Tounded on tlie objccHofi 
is only preferable to no proceeding at all, 1 there being bi.-t .a single case in precedent.' 
think it allowable, nay, even neevssery, that He did not sec rhaMnany precedents were 
the house sliould retread its own footsteps, necess^*’*y.; and if tiio'Y^is^werc clear, ccr-’ 
Hiid correct the error into wdiifh it has fallen. 1 . 101/110 objecf/^-j^i,!; <^buld yc taken to 
r do think, howev that this motior;, -has /mode adopted, iii i^^mt of pfticaiy, 
been introduced w'ith* a ‘very iio-l there w'as a suspi'cioiAjf in da fidcs in 

t:cc, and that it is most dangerous to permi;/ party which was' to 

the resolutions, of this house, agtecd to If it w'’ere said, in fiivoui \/jy mipeacfimenti, ‘ 
iui'g consideration, to be rescinded witlicjat that less of tecbn-'cal la v.'^wasj^equi site fdr car-'’ 
.suih a notice as may enable every gentleman rying it forward; ft might, on the other 
i(t give his attendance. If this rule is nftt be objected, that there w«, and wdufd'iii- 
adhered to, the most fatal conseqiicnce.s are ways be, no common share technical law ' 
to be apprehended. It is not sutBck;nt for employed in tlie’ dcieilcd j |tb that oh th© ! 
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icore of technical difficulty the dififerorce challenge and disquallfv^ a ^^rosccutor \iho 
between tJie two modes was less than mi<»ht had shewn a disposition advers. to. the pro- 
be supposed. WitJi respect to other math, r j seemion he was otfichdly to cordi.cl. The 
Ruch as the character and competency of iiie quest’on .s#cine<l* however, i\ni to rcM upon 
tribunal, he was rather irK'liiicd to think, these Cnn.sidc- at ions, but to h«" reduced to the 
that the learned gent. (Mr. Bond) puahed liis single poin: . is tlie hou.se now at liberty to 
approbation rather too fat. Ho did not ! m ike the change in their proceeding-' which 
think that its htnes.s for cases of all sorts w’a, | wa.s proposed by the motion at' to-mglu ? It 
qiiitp so great as the learned gent, supposed j I hid been contended, that in doing ^ there 
still, for much of what was conn'-c‘ed woiilfl be no coiuravcntion of l!»e ju lgineut 
with the present busine.sft, it might b(^ suf- of tiie house. An hon. gent, had ctyiiteiid- 
ficient. In fact, the offence of which lord cd, tJjat the ch.inge now proposed was in 
Melville was accused, might rather be said conformity with the seiwo of the majt rity of 
to Ije the crime of a statesman, than a state the house. He did not think it neccs.sary to 
crime. Though he should prefer the tribii- deny this j but lie would ask hov/ iIk* hon. 
nal of the house of peers to a common jury, gent, knew it? Was it from tho ]>iorec<i“ 
there might be nothing but what a jury ings of tho house? What parliamentary 
might understand and decide upon. Ho ground had the hon. gcait. for saying su J t 
could not however buttJiink, that a tribunal might be collected possibly or inferred ironi 
which was not comjjellcd to decide at one matter thrown otU in debate, from <•< nver- 
sitting, but might take its full time, would satioii, or from knowledge of ; but 

be the best to try tJie case of the noble lord, certainly not from the procceding.s of the 
In this view of the case his opinion was de- hou.se of commons. All question.s could not 
ctdedly for the house of lords. There was be decided l)y the mere answer of yes and 
more dignity in that mode for all parties j no, though that w as the only mode in which 
and besides, though he meant no disrespect the forms of the house allow'cd t)f their being 
to the attorney-general, yet, individually con- put. Itw^ould happen in consciiuence, as it 
eidered, he cculd not think* him the most did in the present instance, that the choice 
proper person to conduct such a transaction, of the house betw'een the oppo.site sides of 
He wa.s ver}^ ready to admit all that had been an alWrnative, was not dedareil, and ihcrc- 
said in praise of that learned gent; but fore could not be assumed. Nobody was at 
when it was said of him, that notwithstand- lilierty to as.'?ert that tho houu* luifl a i)re- 
ing bis own opinion, he would conduct tlic Terence to this or that, unless such prefei- 
bwiiiess just as well and as conformably to tnce Iiad been /le< lared, which a.sstircdly had 
the wishes of the house, as if his opinion not happene4' in the ca.se in question. All 
had been the other way, he could not help that they kn0w by the acts of the lumsc was, 
thinking that it was rather equivocal praise, that in detef mining the form of putting the 
The learned gent, certainly knew his owm question a majority had decided, that the 
profession best, but to him it seemed an odd measure of criminal prosecution by the at- 
commendation oi any one, to say, that in the torney general .sitould he proposed first ; and 
conduct of .a cause his own conviction w'ent that another majority had decidtnl for the 
for aiothing, and that he could argue ju.st ns adoption of that measure. \ Ifow' did it ap- 
'Hbjy and a^ Etrenuouslv in favour of tl;e pear from thence that the opiifion of the 
wrong side, as of that which he u house was in favour of irtij>eachinent ? The 

be supported by truth And justigiR^^If such uousc as respecting the present question, 
was the force ot professionaUi^Dits, it might might be distributed into ii\e classes. 1. 
be a reason with some “Uot belonging to lliose w'ho were - against any criminal pro- 
thc profession, howeve r t^a t that ceeding at all. 3. Those who would vote 

was not Uie fact / 1 he know^iiuntlmen opr. t impeachment, but for impeachment 

tlje attorney geuj^al be a reOson 3. Tho.«; e who xa agJd vote lor prose- 

bim for wishing j to a^da dourse of pro- ^ition ^jmi j w *"flftorncy general, but for that 

the^^use must ncces^iily h’niy. 4. Those who preferred impeach- 
rest upon rtiHi^:.^ns. Parties were ri^put, but, failing of that, would vote for 
IqwecUo challenv^e jurors who had delivered prtijiecutioit by the attorney general. 5. 
opinions of such description as to proclaim Tlibsewho preferred pro.secution by the at- 
tfieir sentimentsij and alpaosi to anticipate tomey general; but sooner than have irr> 
their decisions v^n qjiiafitiohs ultimately to criminal proceeding, would be content to 
be -brought Wpre them; and really he vote for , impeachment. By neither of the 
ihonght it w'oulikbc, at least, equally just to d visions which had taken place, nor by iho 

\ 
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two combiiierl, did it appear what the pro- 
porlibti was of those wlio wished foi* imj)each- 
iiieiit, compared with those wlio preferred 
the proceeding at present adopted ; and, 
therefore, no ;!;round existed for saying, that 
this or that was the judgment of the house. 
He should, therefore, protest against all that 
sort of rehncincnt of reasoning, founded 
upon the siipposetl or alleged dilicrencre of 
opinion with rospeel to tlie precise descrip- 
tion of punishment. He would not allow 
gentlemen on the opposite side to play fast 
and loose with the house. The course was 
plain. Tlic house had said, there .sJiall bo a 
criminal jiioccodiug, and that h)' the attor- 
ney-gcneral. He. had originally voted that 
the <jiiesiion of inipeachnient should be first 
pit, with a view of adopting that measure ; 
;nul this for two reasons : first, that there 
might be. some criminal proceeding ; and 
secondly, because he thought impeachment 
the best mode. But v/iicn afitr so much 
deliberation, and so remarkably full an at- 
tendance, the house had come to a decision, 
directing the proceedings in a particular 
mode, he could not yicUl to a proposal for 
changing that decision, founded upon a sort 
of comparison of tlio xotca of diflcrcnt gen- 
tlemen. All that could ly^ inferred from the 
votes, for the pur])Oses nl'lhc Jion. gent, was, 
that the mode adopted was coii.«»idercd to bc^ 
better than no preucutlon at all. A fort- 
night had now passed since tlie did, ion was 
taken, and the house, was now called upon, 
ar a short notici;, with the attfiiilance ofsiicli 
members as were upon the spot, in reverse 
its proceed! ng.s. From the loose and. x.iguc 
idea of revision thro\s n out, it couM ikH be 
inferred tiiat the learned gciitlenuirs own 
mind wa.'^ made uj» on the suhjei’t. No pro- 
per .ml timely notice h.id been given ot the 
intention to reverse llie procivdings. Gcn- 
tl'Tncn bad now'ieli town in great niunhers, 
and it was only ncecisary to let the se.s>ion 
niri down a little longer 3 and upon thi.s' 
principle of change, the wliole proceedings 
might he reversed that lind bei'ii already ta- 
ken, when tliei o were just mcmhcr.s enough 
to make up a housi*. 'J'he foi ce of such a 
precedent would be an e\t ivnie scandal ;o] 
the country. Gem':£:i.. thinksKif th^ 

character of that house. 1 1 is complaii^ 
against lord Melville was not merely that tfe 
suffered the public money to be raisappu/d, 
but tliat he hail thereby brought a|] public 
Hjci), and that liouse too, into .suspipion,^in 
circumstances which required that the pub- 
lic suspicion, so excited, sl*ould be satisfied. 
Jit* had never wid , nor could anv thing but 
^ yoL. V. ' . 


the strongest ev idence ever bring him to ®ay, 
that the noble lord was guilly of the grosser 
part of tile oltence laid to his charge 3 but he 
was guilty of having brought himself into 
suspicion, and of having thus placeil the 
liou.se in a situation in which it was neces- 
sary for them to do whatever wa.s consistent 
with jastice, for the \ indication of their own 
ch.iraeter. It was not necessary to suppose 
lord McKillc guilty: he for one protested 
iigain.'it that interpretation 3 it was siiflfit ient 
that he had been in a great and culpable de- 
gree impriideni : and that this hi.i impru- 
dence had placed the lionse in the alternative 
of either sacrificing their own character, or 
of instituting such inquiries as those now 
proposed. 'I'he same consideration.s which 
urged Uiem at first to engage in such an in- 
quiry, must determine them to persevere in 
the mode now adopted, ratlier than to 
change it in a manner so irregular, so un- 
precedented, and exposed to such violent 
suspicion. 

I'lie Chnnceltor of tlic Kxchrfjuer rose and 
spoke in substance as follow's : t5ir, fiom tlie 
arguments that have been urged again.st the 
motion of ray hon. friend behind me, it ap- 
pears that the great ground of objection i.s, 
that the liouse cannot consistently rescind its 
own resolutions : there is something that 
put.s it out of your power to attend to it. 
Now, sir, to come at once to the examina- 
tion of tlicse arguments, there is one point 
which has been rested upon grounds con- 
trary to the fact 3 I mean the notice. In ad- 
verting to tliat notice, 1 would desire gentle- 
men to ailciid to the dates. On 1 uesday 
and Wednesday, the 11 th and I'ith, the ori- 
giu.d (pieslion was debated in the house, and 
it came to a vote on the morning of Tliursday 
the i:>ih. On that day there was no house, 
and on h rivlay it sat again, and entered upon 
liKit diM iission in which I was particularly 
nij,»'yM ned. In the next week there were only 
Ihree sair^ng days before the right hon. gent, 
behind me ^ ive notice that he meant to ap- 
ply to tliehou.sc r^snecting .some directions as 
to the matters refew^to the attorney gcnc- 
^l - j-r* t c. WheiNii i s was proposed, 
i would ask the iVayse wlie^her I did not dis- 
tinctly say that theNmore f considered the 
circumstances of ;he'?ase, ifhe more nay r!i » 
tention had been direiEj^d^toHV'tiiS'ni^ I 
thought and the more I cbtjpersed upon It, I 
was tlie more convinced j^at an impeach- 
ment w as a mode preferabc to a criminal 
ibrmalion. When the distussion took place 
on this subject, I ask whether it is not in the 
recolleotioi| yf tlie house mat I desired 

2 a I 
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hDn. gent, to put off his motion till this day, 
ill order to have an opportunity of consider- 
ing whether the impeachment might not be 
thought the mo'it ad\ i'Jiible manner of pro- 
I'ccding ? This indeed went to such particu- 
larity, ll.at 1 distinctly stated to him that lie 
must l^e aw.ire that we could not agree to 
give any fredi directions to the atlf>rnev ge- 
neral hi to ih.is prosecution, ^^hile we 
were (-» (Jic.nion iJiat the mode of impearh- 
meijl sas j I'erahle. I staled this with a 
\icw to a.'s'i’.rc llio h^iiso that a motion was 
in ’coii cmpl 'tioii for rescinding the resolu- 
tion of tlie house for a criminal information, 
and substitnt'ng an :mpcachmcnt, which the 
hc'Use, with a few exceptions, has already 
declared to he the mode most (‘onsisicnt 
with the privileges of the liouse of lonls, and 
better calculated to attain tliecnds of public 
justice. This, sir, 1 have taken uj ion mo to 
state to the house, in order to ‘liew that if it 
has not been fore^^ arned of the present mo- 
li n, that it is nof.inlt of mine. It rcstsw.ih 
gemJenien themselic^ to acfouiit for this 
subject having come upon tJ.cni by surprise; 
if, as tJiey say, it has in fact come upon them 
jn this manner. I'hi.s I am sure of, fehnt they 
had the fullest opportunity to know, tJiat it 
was proposed to revise tlie resolution which 
was passed for a crimm >1 information. T low 
then do wo sta.nci } Why, five days ago a 
iiot'.ccwns Ml reality given, that (his motion 
was to be ‘uhuiiUcd to the hoii.se. And un- 
der wlnl c : cums;,inct*s wa.s tlie notice given ^ 
Was it when there was reason to conclude 
that the ho'isje would be thinly attended ? 
No. So Tar wa.s this from being the case, 
that a 11. /i e slir.id in ytair books lor m in- 
fjuirv^ into ti e stale of the army, a subject 
A\hk'h gentlemen lime .sl.ited to be of the 
la.'t miport;i!5(0,and which it m'gh treason ably 
be presiiiTK il wouM command a liui attend- 
ance of the hoire. V.’iial, tlj^^n, b^’cnmep of 
the assei lions of tiu e wlio « ly ('Ul agahi'- 
the pr(;pfisitiou lunv Utorc us, oii^tJli^ 
grounds that a many ireml»^fs have 

gone to the couiPry, v, hooud^iOo he pre- 
sent at this discussion } RjjHnis is not all : 
the h(Hi.se was in factjoij^ossc.ssion of I lie no- 
tice on Tiiur.sdgy aTfcTF riday.^..A iw iiWhiM^^^ 
when tlie ImuseA^as ena»g^ain discus.siiig' 
the vote of credilTand fx(fn«r points couiiectect 
•mithit, points w the fist importance to the 
empire ta^urope, and to whiih 
they atlachedalS^Tniich consequence, that 
they pi'opo.sed tmt parliament should .sit all 
summer, in ovde^to be ready to receive in- 
formation ronccjfning them. The.se were 
surely things tiiafc called for a full attendance 


of the hou.se, and there was a full attend- 
ance. l.'pon wh.at ground tjicn do they 
complain that they are taken by surpilse ? 
JLlpon a mature cuiini deration oJ the case, I 
trust the house will be of opniirm that this is 
a complaint without a foundation. Why 
then, sir, t!ii.s is the situation in which we 
stood, and these are the circiimstanees un- 
der which the notice, though not perhap.s 
formally, was in reality given. If you are 
determined fo insist upon the point of 110- 
ti<e, let u.s see whether it oughL to he con- 
sidered as extremely r.cccssaiy in tJiis case 
from what lias already jxis.scd upon it. (dries 
of hear! hear I from the opposition.) 
ilealJy, sir, F should be glad to know wliat 
(hero is ridiculous in tJiai. Do gentlemen 
mean to as.sert that no niea.sure is to be car- 
ried without a specific notice long bi fi»re ? 
Let us Joiil. to what has been done on the re- 
solution of impenchment. On the very day 
when (hai ivsoJution .vas moveil, an amend- 
ment fur this criminal pro.secutiou in the 
king’s belli h was proposed, without tho 
smallest pre\ion.s notice to the house fo gi\e 
{gentlemen time to consider the point, w ith- 
out the Kinallest information that ought to be 
allowed in courtesy to the person accused, 
without any intimation that such a tlungwas 
to he brought forward, and tlii.s anitnOment 
w is moved too as a matter of lenity to lord 
Melville. 1 am not at all questioning 
I '^fit of the house to adopt .sin h a mode of 
proceodinr, f.ii* fioin it ; but I niuit ai the 
.same linio he allowed to cxpn'ss my .siirpri..e 
when I hear them loudly prociaiiuiiig that 
the proporfilioii now submitted to their ron- 
sidera^hm is contrary to parliamentaiy usage. 
With this e\amj)le before u.s, can w'e admit 
the justa:e of these complaints ? I am sure 
wx* cannoi, if w e pay any l egard to our own 
procecuiii ;fi on v.ii ions occasions. — Now', .sir, 
haviugdisposedoflJie short notice, about w hith 
we ha\c heard so miicJi, I borne to another 
point, on w hii.h no Ic^s strcs.s has been laid. 
'■' his is the monstrous inronsislcucy of re- 
scinding a resolution of the* house in the 
same session, and the diuiger that would re- 
sult frr.in siicli a precedent. But what r. '.so- 
lution is it projxised to rescind ? Is it not 
^rucMhat we had rcsciiuM a iprevioiis reso- 
mf ioiN if thy lii3 u.s»? Aufvjl prosecution had 
iken bt'fore ordered by the house, wdien the 
Ii^. gent, oppoaite came dowm to thi.s houses 
aim proposed that the proceedings in the ci- 
vil l>uit sliould be suspended, and a criminal 
prosecution buh-stituted in its «itea(l. That 
proposition w'as agreed to by the house, and 
wdiere, then, is the incoiibisteiicy, or th« dau* 
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gerous preceJeiit arising from the proposal 
nov\^ beiore the linage ? Jjiil, if there is any 
inconsistency, if l here .my ilan',»eruiis pre- 

tvdent, the practice has already prcvaile 1, 
and thi& is surely not the momcnl when the 
liouse v/oiiM be anxious to adoiit a dilterent 
iiiode of proceeding. 11 the objcci of the 
re.solution now pro[)ose.l had been by any 
soil ol management lo destroy the cHeef ot* 
thevotv/s of the hoiHe, or lo leave it doubt- 
ful whether, af»er tlie criminal prosecution 
was set aside, any thing was to be moved in 
its stead, then indeed there m'ght be a fair 
ground for the argutnents urged by the gen- 
ijeirieu on the Ollier side of t lie house. But 
when the very los dutiun which proposes to 
1 jy aside the oneiniido siibstiliite^ tJie otlier, i 
then surely I may be allowed to say, that there i 
is great reason to be astonished at (he op])o- j 
t/ilion given by gentlemen on tJie present or- 
easion, coniriry to their own declared opi- 
nions. Such, then, being the notice, and 
such the ])olnt of resciiuling the previous re- 
boliition of tlic house, we now c.iinc to ano- 
ther part of the case dial deHM*\es a eonsider- 
nhle degree of attention. W(‘ are (old that 
though they are still of opinion that the mode 
of impeach men t ought to be [ireferred, yet 
that (Ins seoms to be a .sort t)l' stratagem to 
defeat the object which llie house has in 
view, viz. the ends of public justice; anti 
besides, tliat it will be thought by oilier^, 
tl:al the house of commons in agreeing to 
iuc!i a resolution as the pre.sent would com- 
promise its ciiaraeter for .steadliie'''s, d-Johe- 
ratmn, and consistency. Now^, m what 
in 'liner do they ojjpose iis ? One would 
tiiiiik, from tlie course piir.-ued iiilli'drar- 
gunieut.s, that they really thouglit, 1 be- 
tfire intimated, tliat (he mieution was to re- 
st, ind the le^oiution for the criminal prose- 
tu»ioii, k'.iv'iig it lo ( h.ince wlicther any 
<a her 'wa.s to lx'? pn^jio.svd j and to set aside 
all ciiininal jjrwsecution entirely. Jn this 
<ase there would be «onic rea'^on in their ar- 
guments. But it is irnptcs.sibJc that they can 
understand the object which vveh.ive in view, 
since that V'cry resolution that rescinds (lie 
criminal information retains (lie motion lor 
an imnea«diment. Which of the two pro- 
ceedings is n?allv most consi4c.it v.iih the 
opinions of a majority of the Iioe.se ? WJut 
do we propose to put in the plac*e of a ci i- 
rninal information ? An impciicliruent, ,dial 
V(?ry mode of proceeding I’or w'hich the 'jion. 
gentlemen on the ojiposile side argued so 
strenuously at first; that .mode which fhey 
have contended to be best calculated to an- 
swer the ends of publi*' justice ^ that uwde 

'• I 


vvdiich they have said to he most con si-tent 
with parliamentary usage, most agreeable to 
‘he dignity of the house, aiidmoit consonant 
to the principles of the constitution On these 
fiiri.lanient.il broad grotuuE, they have been 

10 ul in their preference of an imiieaclunenl. 
Wh.it (hen do I ask of liieiii ? It is t.'j con- 
firm their own sentiments. If they agree 
to our molion, they hav e only to adroit that 
mode of proceeding for wdiich they were 
before so urgent. Ihey have, from tJie be- 

I ginning, pret'envd an iiiqxMehiiiciif, and if 
liiat opinion rem.iin tlu^ same as betorc, 1 
only wish them not to imjiute any Improper 
motivi"* to those who furiiidi them with an 
ojiportnnity ot acting aceonling to their 
ojiinion. But then iliey say, that they c.iii- 
not now' accede to this proposition, beeau.sc 
the consisliuicy of lli<^ proceL’dings of the 
Jiou-.e of commons i.s involved upon tills oc- 
casion. If tlie:e be any iuc\.n >' ,k.ncy in 
tills case, it rests witli llle.u^v I m*'!. it this 
argument av..!jcd any thin.;, it onglit to 
have pivvented any criminal jiru^ei-ulion at 
.all in this c.ise. W'^esaid, tli.ii after 
.suit had commenced, there was no in for 
(he other jirotavding. lh(‘lioroe, ii.jwever, 
lesdnded its resolution on that and 

11 ivii.g (mc(‘ (•eicrmined on a ( limiiial pro- 
"caulioii, we are not now «'i jiose.l to find 
f.iuil with (hat decision. B'll wo do say, 
thin* still reiniins an option respecting the 
nioile of conducting the laaininal pia.socutioii 
w’hicii vViis not la (i)!'!' c.alied for. Itremaini 
.v.il! fo.' u> Ip ad.;))! the preferable mode ; 
aiul t\ rt.iiiily no objection of form ought to 
weigh against the deeiiled opinion ol the 
majiaity of tlie house, espucialiy wlitn, in 
fact, tliv'i'ci? r..> g-vH inl (»f inconsistency or 
pic«'ed'eiii that can at all be urged as i!p[)lictt- 
Ide to die jnesent ciia'umsl incas of t!ic case. 
Why tlicii, sir, taking all tlicsc ebeum- 
st.ince-* intticoiisidcration; fij.dlng (hat tlio.se 
v^ciy pLr-.o'is wlio before u-ged l!ie impeaih- 
men! .sv' .strenuously, .sl.ll retain their senti- 
ments on that J’.ead, and. still agr-.e, tliat it 
is the pi\,‘feralV.e Mio.io of p’oceedmg; surely 
llie Ii.xiso cannot^ refii.Sv;, on any gr.Minds 
th It./- k.'W r. bcvUi .r. ycl stateii, to adopt that 
^iiotle which is ..Il.nved bjlja vast majoiity of 
the hoii.se to be mL=^ pro|.iir. It is p'js.>iblo 
]x;rhaps to come, to the justice ot 

ijy i.he eiii.iiiial iiifoimajioij^^ bc^ibiUl/M/king’s 
belli h c.v.ut ; blit supposiiig tins to be thii 
('a L\ it still rem lins to be^xm .idcrc\l, which, 
under all the ciroumst.^jrice is the most 
proper mode of tri.il. impeachinont, rrs 

it has bei-ii justly aigued, is niO'',l eoiisoriimt 
to the ]»nn» ip!i.a of the »'onstiiutiuii. "ihii 
2 (ot ^ 
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hears me, ^\T)ul i also wi.'.h, since a trial of 
this nature has U^en found ncce.esary, that 
ft sliould be srch an one as would be most 
satisfactory to the fcdiiig'' of the accused, 
even upon the aduilssicsn that both were, in 
ev»ry other resptrt, eriually eligible. Ihis, 
luAVever, tliey arc not ^ for it is confessed 


retract their opinions, and vote for a cri- 
minal information ? A right hon. gent. t*aid^ 
that he w'as not snii.stied that tin; crime w:n 
of a nature that called for an imjK:achment 
Jn lliat opinit;!! he wdl not, I heiieve, fint 
ni.aiiy members of tliis liouse disposed tc 
. 1 - •• — j join him. But at all events he has admitted 

that the mode of iinpeacainent pussc\s')es iin* ^ that the character of tlu'ohject is such, that 
pi rtriiu an 1 decided iulvanlages. I he hoii^-t* | in that view at least an impeac lnnent would 
siiiely caiiiiot, on a mere point of foiin, re- | be the preferable mode of proceeding. But he 


fuse to graiil that sort t.f trial which is al- 
lowed on all hands to be the best, and re.sort 
to one which the accused thinks the most 
objectioiKible, as the least likely to procure 
him justice, as the most degrading to his 
rank, and the most hurtful to his feelings. 
Now, sir, as to the grounds on which the 
iiniicaclmient i.s the most preferable moile of 
trial, they have been already so very fully 
stah.'d, that 1 am in a groat measure reliexed 
from the necessity ol dwelling iiiion that 
point, 'i'he right hon, gent, oxer the way 
(Mi. Windham), declaimed against refui»j- 
ments, and attrilnited a re/ining disjxosifion 
to us on this occasion. He has said, that 
the only way of collecting the semg of the 
commons is by their xo’cs, and there i.s not 
a more satisiitetory W'ay, even though the 
majority of tiie house should njion the xvhole 
haxe preferred another mode than tliat 
which, from the manner of putting the 
question, they happened to adf>i)t. Now> 
fuucli the greater par! of the Jioiise, un- 
doubtedly, prefer an impenchnient in tJiis 
instance. Is there any thing then that jirc- 
yen< ; the adoption of that mode of procccd- 
ing ? i he noble lord on the ojiposiU* side, 
(lord Henry Petty) xxho speaks in a manner 
that always entitles him to the attention of 
the house, has declared, that lie still thinks 
the mode of impeaehiiu nt preierable. He 
.still admits it as the most constitulional, the 
best calculated to promote the groat end'^ of 


wdllrc*collcct that one of the grounds on xvliicli 
the accusation rcst.s is the imju’ojjer applica- 
tion of the ]i‘iblic money, which is admiiud 
by the iiohle lord himself. Let it l)c oh- 
serx cd, liowever, that if the noble lord'® 
words are to he taken hokl of in this manner, 
the etfcct (d* llie whole of them li^gcllier 
ought to he stated. He lias not alloxxed 
that he ui:ule any use of the money xx hu h 
he ohtarnerl lui his oxvn advant.ige ; but he 
has expressly dec lared, tJiat lie will not dis- 
close xx hat he has done w ith one j>art ot it. 
I'his, surely, comes under the description 
of a stale crime. He has told yovt, that the 
money has been expended in secret serxrces, 
xvhicJi lie does not feel himself at liberty t® 
di'.close. That is indubitably a question 
more fit for the decision of the lords on an 
finpearlmicnt than for an ordinary court of 
Jaw. Why, tlien, upon a consideration of 
all the.se circumstances, I must again expres.i 
my .surpri.se, tliat any opposition .sJunild he 
made to lliis motiiai, the object of which is 
to give effect to that mode of proceeding 
w Iiicli i.s really and substantially preferable. 
If they are of opinion that an impeachment 
is the ino.^t proper nujde of trial, I am at a 
loss to conceixe how tl^‘y can counteract 
iJieir oxxn principles, and oppose that wJiicli, 
by their oxvn admission, is upon the whole by 
far the most desirabk*. Jhu it i.s urged by an 
lion. gent, against an impeachment, that th« 
lime necesstiry to bring it to a' conclusion is .so 


1 • _ , , ^ Cl I viiijv 1JV.W n.-ttii V ii; ui 111^ II \ is .-n. 

pu ic justice, the most coii.sistciit witJi.t^e [ long tJial tlu* ends of justice mav be defeated 
K ^ house, ami the privilegt^s ol j'’Here he xvill not be ('ounlenanccd by many 

llHS 
Inch 
How- 

thcrc is no reason to suppose that tli® 
^natter can meet with any greater delay than 
it W'oiild do in a coiut of Jaxx^ It w ill be 
begun immediately after tlie assembling of 
parJiament. But, to prove tlie delay that 
gen^'ralJy takes place in impeachments, we 
have been told of the case of Mr. Hastings. 
C'.an any man really suppose that the present, 


tlie opinion of those trho sit nearjiiiji^ JiaJl 
a point of form prevent them from adopting 
the mode which tfey thmk the best? What 
do they admit ? 'Hiey aflmit that the trial by 
impe tb dM ftv ent is miore .suitable to the con- 
stitution, best daNfl^ed to obtain justice, 
more coivsistent wUh the character of the ob- 

ject, better adaptid to the nature of tlicl ^.^i. ..lim iciiuy suppose muL picsL-ii., 
enm . All tiiese Are great and broa<i |)oinU ca.se is to be compared with that which rc- 
superiaii:* o any question 4>f form j mid wiUi j quired such a xoluniinousmass of evidence. 
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parole and written, so many documents 
from tlie other side of tile globe, which in- 
volvett such a variety of complicated matter ? 
If this doctrine was to be pushed to Its iit* 
most extent, what would be the clfect of it r 
Jt is an argument that, if allowed to weigh 
with the house, would prevent it I'rom ever 
exercising the right of impeach men t. This 
right, however, the house will not be dis- 
poeod to give up ; and ycl the argument, if 
peslicd to its utmost extent, would go this 
length. No case \vo\ild ever occur, in which 
it would lint upon this principle be better to 
have recourse to a criminal information ra- 
ther tlian an impeachment. One gentleman 
did contend that the crimin.il iiitorniation 
would in ail cases be preferable; but lew of 
those who now hear me will be disposed to 
allow' tliat, on constitutional gmuiids, a cri- 
minal infomiation can, in such a case as 
the present, be preferable to an im|)each- 
ment. But W'Jiile 1 contend that there is 
no HM .on to sujipose that this prosecution 
can occupy any great length of time, 1 must 
state, that the case is so complicated that 
there arc great doubts whether it could be 
possilde that in ordinary courts of law it 
should receive that discussion which will he 
absolutely necessary for the purptjses of real 
justice. Wc know the variety of matter 
that the reports contain, and the long <lis- 
cussions tliat took place in this house. But 
if wa: wore so Jong in coming to a decisiim, 
and tbund so much discussion iiccc'.sary, 
what chance is there that, within the tune 
to which the attention of a jury muat l)e li- 
mited, the case should undergo that full 
investigation which justice calls for ? This 
proves the superi(jrity of the mode of iiii- 
peachment, in which the h’ar of tlclay ap- 
pears to be groundless. Well then, sir, 
these are the arguments brought forward 
against this motion, and these are the aii- 
bvvors which certainly appear to me to be 
aatisfactoiy. Conceiving that the nKjfuai 
was given in full time, aiul upon projjer 
grounds; considering that points of the ut- 
most magnitude call loudly for an impeach- 
ment, instead of the criminal iuibrmalioii ; 
considering that several days ha\ e been al- 
lowed to the house to reflect again on the 
matter; considering that there is only one 
case in which an information has been re- 
sprt^to In preference to an impeachment; 
/considering that cv'eiy constitutional jirinci- 
ple, and every circumstance connected with 
the justice of the case and the dignity^of 
parliament, call for an impeachment, I tmst 
that M Etrict adhereoco to 'oinpty fornw will 


drive the house from the usual mode of ita 
pnyceeding. The ends of justice will not l>q^ 
defeated, nor is it any intention of ours to* 
do aw'ay the efl’cet of the vote of the house, 
as far as a criminal prosecution in some sort 
is concerned. But it is onr object to pro- 
co(‘d ill tliat manner w'hich is most consonant 
to the usual forms of the house, best cal- 
culated to promote the ends of justice, and, 
at the same lime, most satistaclory to tha 
fctdings of the iiidiv idual, in that manner 
which is allowed to be preferable by the 
house, with the exception of a very small 
number. These, sir, are the grounds on 
which it aj)pcars to me that tlie jiresent mo- 
tion ought to be agreed to ; ami I shall ^it 
down witJi sonic confldence that the house 
will not allow the comparatively li'ifling 
conhideriiioii of forms to prevent the attain- 
imait of an object on many accounts so very 
desirable. 

Mr. IVhitlread made a very animated re- 
ply to tlie observations of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, whose conduct, he said, re- 
minded him of that of the I'amous (irator of 
antiquity, who sent to an unfortunate client 
of his, driven into exile, a copy of a most 
argumentative and convincing speei h, wdiich 
he had intended to deliver in detence of him 
at his trial. Alas!” said the miserable 
Milo, if Cicero had uttered this in due 
time, I should not now be eating crawfish at 
Marseilles!” So he had no doubt, if the 
right lion. gent, had expressed the senti- 
ments whicli he had just done, on the even- 
ing w lien the ijuestion of impeachment was 
formerly unsuccessfully agitated, the result 
would have been v'cry diflerent ; the noble 
lord would have been placed in a situation 
more agreeable tf) his feelings, and the coun- 
try w<iuld have been assured of crimpleta 
and imparl ial justice. But it came now too 
late, and tlie advant iges which might have 
been derived I'rom bis speech were lost. Why 
dvd he iit)t bcfiire agree to tlie impeachment, 

1 and prevent the necessity of Jii.s having re- 
course to the.se subtcrfuge.s ? I fe, indeed, 
jm*ferred the mode of impeaclimcnt, un- 
I doubtedly, as he had before stated to the 
! bouse, but tlie consideration of the incon- 
! .sistency that would be fi.'^cd upon tlie cha- 
racter of the house, ^and the had jireredent 
that might be formed by agreeing to* thift 
motion, iiidiKwl him to forego all the ad- 
vantages that wi/uld be deriveil from an im- 
peachment, in preference to a criminal in- 
formation. The gciitlemeii who voted with 
him, however, notwIihs(andi»\g all ilu*-»e in- 
coiiiisteucics now urged upon tlioni, would 
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feel a great satisfaction in reflecting that 
those who opposed them, were now obliged 
to come dow'ii, and say that after all the}' 
were right j but they ought not to be misled 
by this gratification from doing their duty 
to the house by preserving its c(>.*sistcncy. 
The vote of tJie hoiinc given, not by 
surprise, but, after a long debate in one of 
tlie fullest lioiises that was ever recollected, 
and the main object was to come to a de- 
cision on the que^ition, whether there should, 
or should not be a criminal process at all. 
Who began with pr()j)(isi ng an impeach- 
ment ? Icwas obtruded by the pc*rson now 
speaking. Who followed ? The right hon. 
gent, with his nnu iidinciit. Can any one 
torget tl’.at the right bon. gent. iMr. Titi) 
was warned what tlie etfcct of his vote would 
boon llic question as it stood? Might he 
not have preferred the impeachnieiit if lie 
had chosen ? He now talked of the seii'sc 
of the majority of the house behig in Ills 
fiivour. liow was that seii'ie to be collect- 
ed but by the vote ? He opjioscd all cri- 
ininnl prosecution, and therefore put it out 
of his power to give a proferenevj to one 
mode above another. Did he not, along 
with the treasurer of the navy, (Mr. Can- 
iiing) who said that lie jireferred our enmity 
to the friendship of the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Bond) over the way, vote against the 
impeachment ? The country gentlemen 
from diflidcncc, and not from want of ability, 
frequently did not explain the exact grounds 
on which their v oles were given ; but the 
right hon. gent., who wanted neither con- 
fidence nor ability, chose to .sit silent. He 
was not accustomed to a minority, though 
even his cabiiict now was divided again.st 
itself. Many members had gone out of 
town who wished to be present at this discus- 
sion. This mol ion came by surprise. He 
himself did luU know of it till yc.sterdav, 
though there had been some rumours ,pf 
something of this sort, but nothing like a 
regular notice. ' The right hon. gent, might 
have prix:ared tlie impeachment before, but 
he wished lor.irry every thing with a high 
hand, and to hrhig olFlord Melville without 
SLixy criminal j^iro-yLTUtion. The situation in 
wdiich he now s^c'od \yas the proper reward 
of lijsovvri coiiduci, and if nobody bit him- 
self had been affected by it, it would be 
no great matter ,• but lie bad involved the 
character tlie house. When the right 
hon. gent, desired him to put his hand upon 
hi.s heart, and a^k him.-elf this question, 
whether he thonpht those wdio voted against 
any prokcution did not mean to prefer, by 
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way of puniMimcnt on lord Melville, an 
impeachment, to the mode proposech of a 
criminal proceeding by iiifonnalion by the 
attorney-general ? he must answ er, that lie 
believed all those gentlemen wdihed in their 
hearts at this moment there should be no 
proceeding whatever had against that noble 
lord ; and lie was much alfaid of the pre- 
cedent which this nioiion, if carried, w'ould 
establish j for any hon. member, interested 
in saving lord Melville from the inconve- 
nience of any prosecution, might hereaftt?r 
come, when the hou.se was Uiinncr than at 
present, and say, w e have re.scinded one re- 
solution alre:uly, why should we not now 
rescind the other ? and .so they might cn- 
eiideavoiir to persuade the house of com- 
inoiib they ought not to go on with any 
trial ai rll against lord Melville. But the 
right hon. the chancellor of the exclu quer 
bad observed, that the house had already 
rescinded the rc.soliUion which had been 
entered into on a former occasion lor a 
civil suit against lord Melville. The ob- 
vious answ'ia* to that was, that new farts 
had appeared since that suit was iiistiliiled, 
and the liousc on tho.se fact.s Jiad changed its 
opinion, .as upon a change of facts any 
body of men, as well as the house of com- 
mons, might change their opinion ; and 
this the hoiii'C liad done, notwithstanding 
tb.e ciuloavours of the right hon. gent, to 
persuade the members that no criminal 
proceeding \\!iatever ought to bo adopted. 
A.S to the subject of wjiat was called the 
notice to the Jiouse that this measure would 
be proposed, lie thought it in substance, 
wJiatever it might be in form, so unpar- 
liamentary, so un.satisfdclory, and really so 
indecorous to the house of commons, that 
lie hardly knew how to speak of it as it 
merited with decorum to the house. He 
called the attenrion of the house to the 
manner in wdiicdi he Iiad .brought forw ard 
'fis motion for the impeaclmicnt, and to .the 
mode in wdiicli the amendment was mov'ed 
by the right hon. gent. (Mr. Bond.) It was. 
said that this amendment ‘was as much 
without ‘notice as the motion, and more 
so, and yet there was no complaint made 
against it on that account j which vvas very 
true: but it w'as an amendment .growing;, 
naturally out of the subject, and could be 
no surprise to the Jiouse : for every person 
having any measure to propose must be pje- • 
pared to meet, an amendment to that mo.n 
tioh, especially if it should happen to par- 
take of the character of the motion . lts.elf> 
which was the case of that amendment. 
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And here he must observe, that it was to 
be collected from (ho speech of the noble 
lord Wmself who was the object of thcie 
proceedings, while lie stood on the floor 
iind addre.'>sed tlie lioiise, that he prefermd 
the motle of a criminal proceetling in a 
court of justice to an impeachment, if he 
nuut c'jicounter either, although ho certainly 
ohjocted to both ; for he liad stated, among 
other things, that it was impussihle the house 
could wdih jirstice impeacit him, when so 
nipiiv peers had already spoken ho decide lly 
agjio^t him, and before they had hoard any 
thing of hif* <*a«o, but that which was Ibviiid- 
cd on no authority than rumour ; and 

liclieved, tiiat if he was hrougliL before a 
jury, which he seemed h) expect, that he 
Jiad been plat ed in a situalion which (he 
ineanc'st cottager in this emintry would have 
a right to complain of, if it were his owm 
case j for that all tho'-o who were likely to 
sit as jurymen upon his trial had Loenpre- 
iudiced against him, by what liad been al- 
roavly published on the subject, 'fhe noble 
lord had evidently preferred the trial by jury 
to that of impeachment, in the event of his 
being compelled lo encounter either. He 
secnied now, if the eonchicl of hi-i frieiuls 
was an indication of his wishes, to have 
changed his mind, and towi di lor an im- 
])oacJuneiit as the lesser evil of the two. He 
could have wishecl to adopt the mode nio-t 
agreeable to (he feelings and the w' idles of 
the noble lord, provided they x\eiv consis- 
tent with justice ; but the conduct of (he 
triends of the noble lord had put that coni- 
]>!iance out of his power. TJic right hun. 
gent. (Mr. T’itt) h.id ohser\c*d, that impeach- 
ment was the bulwark of the constitution, 
aud that he hoped the house would not 
de<'itle against that mode c n arcouul of the 
delay whi('h took place. Certainly, I.e should 
n(;t sutler any thing to interrupt the right 
of the house of commons to impeach any 
person on a lit occasion ; but he ajipiehend- 
rd the question upon that point lo he de- 
cided, and it was the fault of mlnister.s if 
wrongly detided ; for they were warned of 
it over and over .sgaln bell ire they voted i 
against the impeachment, and afterwards j 
before the house came lo the resolution it ! 
adopted. As to the difficulties which were 
felt by the law^ olficcr of the crowui, he must 
observe, that there w'ere other men of great 
eminence in the profession of the law who 
did not see the same difficulties in this case 
as the attorney -general had stated ; and al- 
though he sitould be sorry the public should 
sustain the loss of that learned gentleman’s 


services, yet he had too much spirit t«> wish . 
to continue in a situalion the clutie.s of 
wliich would he painful to him, and where 
llic public had so dircc't an interest in their 
performance. He ought not to come to his 
clients for instructions how' Lo conduct their 
cause ; they ought rather to ask him, tlian 
he them, wdiich w ay the cauac was to be 
canied on; he ought either to taaiduct the 
cause, or give up his brief. Tlic learned 
gent, had said on a former occasion, that it 
was improper to vote a trial of lord Melville 
by information in a court of justice, be('ause 
there w'as no doubt of his legal guilt, and 
thtTe was therefore a certainly of his con- 
viction ; now he (Mr. \V.) had often heard 
it rs->lgned as a reason that a man .should 
not be put on his trial because there was .1 
certainty of hi-* acqni'tal, Iml this was the 
fust tunc he ever luMVil that a person should 
not be put on his trial because there was a 
certainty of his conviction. — W ilh regard 
to the subject of tlie lO.CKX)!. received by 
lord Melville, some ditriciiltics had been 
.started on account of its having been re- 
cchod belbiv the act of parliament passed 
vvlncli the noble lord was charged with 
having r)ircndi‘d agaiu-*t. '.rhat was very 
true, but the :rit+^('ulty stated appeared to 
him easily surn;ounted; fo*’ ihoipu h the noble 
h;rd rc(\*ivod the money before the act of 
p'liiiamciit, yet he ccaitinucd to posne.*s it 
after the act, wlilch w.is equally criminal — 
He iIku look notice of the ditVereiice which 
had taken plac e on this occasion between 
the diirercnt parts of the house, and what 
had been said of the v^lio were supposed 
tj) lia\e ('ointiiuted the m ijoiity of the 
lantse, by wIi mo xote-, tlx? present prose- 
cution had been tictenniued, which, he 
s:. id con vexed to the public this anomaly, 
that one part of the king's cabinet voted 
directly against tlie other. — But, supposiiig 
tills impeachment lo be c:i: ried, he .‘•hould 
hl-.e to knoxv wdio weie to he tJie managers^ 
of it ? Wore they to be t hoien from those 
XX ho had already sai I so much, and divided 
so steadily against .all pr.).secution of lord 
Melville? in which case, if it ultimately 
failed, the public would doubt the sincerity 
of its conduct : or were thc^ to be as com- 
mittees, Iiaxiiig the iiiajoviry on the side of 
the minister, aud a fexx% to save appenraudes, 
taken from those who w'cre adverse to lord 
Melville 5 if so, he uesired the house to 
consider the eftect of .such a course of pro- 
ceeding. Should the lot fall upon him to 
be one of the managers of such an impeach- 
ment, he sho'jJd regret being put iiato tliat 
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aituation ; but such was }iis determination 
to pursue tliis measure witli a view of 
coming ultuuately at tho ends of justice^ 
that he would use his utmost exertions for 
that purpose^ in whatever company he 
xniglit be placed : he earnestly wished tlie 
house however to consider what it was 
doing, and to avoid establishing a prece- 
dent by which its former proceedings might 
be overturned altogether, than wliich he 
knew of nothing more fraught with danger ; 
and therefore, to avoid tluit danger, and to 
preserve the consistency of the house, he 
should adhere to its original resolution. 

General Lenox thought that, according to 
the dignity of the subject, the nature of tlie 
charge, the rank of tlie defendanl, the cur- 
rent of precedent, and the analogy of rea- 
son upon the principles of the constitution, 
the noble viscount ought to be tried by his 
peers by impeachment, and not by any inferior 
tribunal, however respectable 5 for which 
reasons he should vote for an irnpciichment. 

Ihc Attorney-General said, he should lay 
aside all consideration of hijiiself, or any 
other individual who might hajjpen (o be 
attorney-general, when a ciuestion of this 
nature canic to be discussed, and proceed to 
lay before the house some ()f the ditlicul- 
ties whicli would unavoidably attend the 
prosecution by criitiinal information, and 
which might be a\oided if an imiwachment 
was adopted, lie had before said, wliat he 
now repeated, that on the legal guilt of my 
lord Melville, that of his coiiuivanre in tlie 
misapplication by Mr. Trotter of the public 
money, there w'as no question j there was 
evidence competent to prove that fact, as 
it appeared before the commissioners of 
naval enquiry, from the declarations made 
before them. That was established out ot 
the mouth of lord Mehille himself; but 
that was not tlie difficulty of the case, 
and he had stated formerly, the difficulties 
which occurred to him on this subject, 
not as to the mode of the prosecution, so 
much as to the topics to be selected on 
which to found the information. His right 
lion, friend (Mr. Bond) had stated that one 
part, namely, tjiat which related to Mr. 
Jellicoe, should be omitted, 011 which gen- 
tlen^en, on the other side of the house, did 
not seem to have made up their minds ; 
but that on which he wanted instruction 
from the house was, not on the legal course 
he should take as to the topics he slioiild 
select for prosecution ; but whether, while 
he proceeded against lordMelville criminally, 
he was to proceed civilly against Mr. Trotter? 
WJijHhcr, if he did so, he should noLWitli- 


I standing, make use of the testimony of Mr. 
Trotter against lord Melville ? Whether he 
could, without an infringement on the pri- 
vileges of the house of commons, call on 
any one of its members, or any other per- 
son, to be a witness on the trial, and give 
testimony of wlint was said by lord Mel- 
ville in his own behalf in that house on 
the niglit of the debate pjevious to the vote 
for liis prosecution ^ I’licse were points 
on which he owned he should wish for the 
direction of the house if this prosecution 
was to be carried on. Another point 
worthy of consideration, although not much 
thought of by a great part of the house, 
was, where the venue should be laid, 
because nothing was better established in 
Westminster Hall than this; Uiat if the 
venue vv^s laid in Loudon, he could not 
give evidence of any thing that was done 
in Aliddlesex ; or if the venue was laid in 
Middlesex, he could not give evidence of 
any thing ih.U was done in London ; and 
yet there might be actions partly done in 
one, and partly in the other, the difficulties 
of wliicli would be much more serious im- 
pediments to the trial in a court of justice 
than gentlemen not accubiomed to legal pro- 
cess might imagine ; and they were una- 
voidable in legal process in any court of jus- 
tice inferior to the high court of parliament, 
none of whicli would be felt there upon im- 
peachment. He then took notice of the 
case of Jia d Halifax, and thought it was a 
very uninviting precedent even for superior 
expedition, for it lasted two years and a 
half, of which he gave the history, and con- 
sidered it as a precedent (juite unworthy of 
being followed. With refers nee to wJiat the 
hon. gent, liad stated on the subject of the 
management of the impeachment, if the 
house should agree to it, his idea was, that 
in that event the hon. gent, who lirst brougjit 
this subject forward, should stand precisely 
in the same situation as if he had succeeded 
in his motion for the impeachment, in which 
he himself would, of course, be nomina- 
ted as the first manager of the impeachment ; 
that he should draw up the articles of 
impeadiment, and that he and his friends 
should nominate all the other managers of 
that impeachment. As to what had bei'ii 
called the consistency of the house, and so 
much pressed into the service of this debate, 
he must be allowed to otbserve, that the vote 
now standing on the journals of the house 
was the eftect of inadvertency, and there was 
no form by vyhich the house wa$ restrained 
from rescinding it, or the house would have 
been informed to tlial effect from tl.e chair^ 
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and the present question could not be put. 
It w^s, in sliort, an error, and those who 
called so loudly on the iiouse to preserve its 
consistency, called only for that species of 
consistency which is maintained by a con- 
tinuance in error. But gentlemen on the 
other side of the house took delight in telling 
ministers : If it be an error, the error is 
your own 5 you brought the house into it, 
and you shall not call on the house to cor- 
rect your own error.” Now, sujjpo^ing that 
to be true, what was the conclusion ? Wh:.* 
wus the consequence to the house, if it had 
fallen into an error, who led ihein into it ? 
Suppose the error originated with luiiiistersj 
on whom did their opponents pro])oso to be 
revenged ? not on those who weio l!ic cause 
of the error, but on the house of commons, 
on the cemstitution and the people of the 
British empire, whose interests in the grand 
inquest of the nation w'ere to lie sa{ i diced, 
because ministers hapiiened to have tallen 
into a mistake. He inaintainod that on the 
kubjtx't of notice in this case it was abun- 
dant, and was by no itieans a proper matter 
of complaint, and thendure tla're was no 
ground for saying that the hou^e was in any 
degree precluded from proceeding liy W'ay of 
impeachment > on the contrary, it hatl now 
an opportunity of pro ter ring that as the most 
con.slitutional, and in every son *.0 tlujbest 
adapted mode to be pursued u|)on this occa- 
sion, and he hoped the house would never, 
for the sake of a nominal consistency, 
persist in an opinion that was clearly er- 
roneous. 

Mr. Fox complimented the talents and 
the perseverance whicli his hon. friend (Mr. 
Whitbread) had displayed on this occasion, 
w liich hatl been .so highly lionourable to 
himself, and of .such signal advantage to the 
country. He maintained that this error, 
which the friends of lord Melville were now' 
of a sudden so ready to confe.sji rliey had fall- 
en into, w'as not on account of any negli- 
gence in them, for they had been very ac- 
tive in every' stage of (he proceeding, al- 
though they i\ow appeared so much to la- 
ment their error, as they called it. 'J'he 
truth w'as, they had opposed every measure 
for the procecution, and expected to carry 
their object in protecting lord Melville with 
a high hand ; but being disajjpointed in that 
expectation, they had made up their mind 
that an inipenchmcnt w'ould be more favour- 
able to lord Melville than a crimi/uil infor- 
mation in a court of justice, and tbere(pre 
did they propose that course to he novv ta- 
ken, aJth^ntgn at one time they had laboured 


most strenuously to persuade the house that 
lord Melville ought not to be impeached at 
all. As to notice of this motion, he thought 
it impossible to consider any thing that hail 
been said on that subject to deserve that ti- 
tle. He asked why the right luai. gent. 
(Mr. Pitt), when his own case had been di.s- 
cussed, did not take the opjx^rt unity of giv- 
ing nulice then that this aiibjcct was to be 
brought forward, w'hon there wv.i a iull 
house to hear it? But no notice wluitever 
was taken for a week, and on the very lirst 
division which took place after that on the 
prosecution of lord Mel\ ille, there werepre- 
.sc‘nt not so m.'.ny by an hundroil meiul)erias 
on that divi.sioii ; for the Iriilli was, licit a 
gival numl)er of members who did not 
c.jiuilly mix in the cunecins of (he Ih'Usc 
were pre>ent at the divi>^i<)ii on ihe subject 
of the pri>>eciiliun of lord Melville, and ihev 
had gcHic aw ay iiiKlcr a perfect coinielioii 
that the alfiir wms overj and^they wovdd he 
astonished tf) hear, if, inderd, they should 
hear, that thodr resolution liad been rescind- 
ed ; a thing whicli could not lx* done wliile 
there wcis such a thing as shame k’f In that 
house, ifnlil not only duo notice should be 
given, so as to en.ibJe every indivitlurd mem- 
ber who had .already v oted iin ilii.s suhjee t to 
be pre ent, (because, if (lieie wms to he any 
revision, it should be a revision by all thoso 
whose act it w\as,) but also unlil the hoiwo 
should h<* called over, for otlierwise a inino-k 
rity of the hoii.-c, (asitw'as now evidently 
iiiucli thinner th.an when the* ro.solulion pa.^^s- 
cd) wuuhl re.seind the act of the majority j a 
thing most alarming in point, of precedent, 
because, it would establish tliis point, that 
w'hcncvcr a minister was prose ('uted for any 
thing, raid a full house had decided on the. 
mode of that prosecution, Jua wa»u]d have no- 
thing more to do than to keq) his friei.J.s to- 
gether, to waait for a coinparativcly^ lliiii 
iiouse, and tlicn proceed to rescind liio n-i.;- 
lutioii. It had been s-aid, that ih- juesent 
res('!ution was the mt ut the miuoiiiy of tlie 
house, that it w.is tlie act of (.’»!y I(aty-threc 
members, and that the prc '.f’ut moti(»ii v.a.s 
conformeblc to the real wisliesof the majo- 
rity of the hoUH*. 'Lillis '■pccies of defence 
W'ab Very snqdeious, when -it came from tiic 
friends of lord Melville, who professed a di- 
rect hosiility to every measure that liaJ for 
its object the prosei ntion of lord Melville, 
and w. IS a deference paid not to the majority, 
as appeafed by the Vote of tJie house, but to 
an i. naginary iiiajority against that V(;.tej 
that was tf) say, a deference to tlie imaginary 
sense, and a contempt for the expr;:ia'cd 
2 ll 
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s(Miseof the house of commons i for although 
it was clear that sonic members who voted 
against the iiiipeachmeni, did openly declare 
they preferred that mode to that of a crimi- 
n il prosecution by the attorney general, if 
cither the one or the otiior must be adopted, 
yet he knew no way of making that infer- 
ence with regard to all lliose who gave silent 
votes on that night. He might admit a man 
to insist on his expressions against his ac- 
tions in some cases, when he might have 
acted w ith a view which was not answered, 
and where he was put to a choice between 
two evils, which he did not foresee; but 
how he was to inter, tJiat a man who said 
nothing, and acted in one decisive way, 
ine.int the reverse of his action, he was at a 
lo^^s to canipreliend; andyal that was pre- 
c;i",ely the situation of tlie mass of the house, 
f)n the div ision on the prosecution of lord 
Melville. As to the forty-three members 
wiio were supposed to liavc turned the scale, 
it must be observed, that the house was so 
full, and the other two sides were so near 
each other, forty-three was a very consider- 
able number, considering who anchwhat de- 
scription of persons they w'cre ; for although 
all members of that house w’crc justly con- 
sidered equal, yet there was nothing irregu- 
lar in paying respect to gentlemen on account 
of circiimslanccs besides that of mere nume- 
rical im[)(n*tance. Why, tlien, did he pre- 
fer the mode which the house had already 
adopted, to the other which he had formerly 
been so desirous of obtaining; namely, that 
of impeachment? for he confessed tiiat, on 
the wiiole of the matter, he should, if tliis 
case had not been docided, prefer an im- 
pcachmcnl to a prosecution by the attorney- 
general, although that was not a point un- 
worthy of con .si deration, for it was not to be 
disguised, that during the period lord Mel- 
ville had been in administration, no less than 
between seventy and eighty members ol the 
upper house had been created, aiul whic* 
must naturally be supposed to have some 
possible influence on the decision of this 
question : but why did he, preferring as he 
did an impeachment to any other on the 
whole of the m^itter, now j)refer the mode of 
prosecution already voted ? He preferreu it 
because it was tlie vote of the house of com- 
mons, in as full a hou.se, with the exception 
of three divisions, as ever he had the honour 
of attending; because it was essential to 
such a prosecution that the great mass of the 
house should be in its Javour, which could 
not be the case if the resolution should be 
re-ciuded. There was no question upon the 
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legality of the present vote. The hou.se of 
lords made no complaint on the point of 
privilege ; nor could they, for tlic case of 
lord Halifax, if good for nothing else, wa.s 
conclusive as a precedent as to the mode of 
proceeding, for no objection was made to it, 
and it was most clear that the privilege of a 
peer did not extend to any thing in the way 
of privilege on his trial, except when con- 
viction miglit affect eitlier life or limb, as 
wa.s manilrst in the case of lord Abingdon, 
and a noble friend of his, lord Thanct, both 
of whom were tried in tlie court of king’s 
bench, and impri.soned by order of that 
court : nor was the hanlsJiip of such mode 
of trial such as some gentlemen 'would sug- 
gest, for the challenge tlie jury was very 
extensive, and as to the impeachment there 
was no rhallengc, although in point of fact 
many peers must naturally be the object of 
challenge with tJie proset'utors of lord Mel- 
ville, if there existed any .such right in them, 
on account of the partiality they must have 
for tliat noble lord. 'I’his prosecution hail 
been most gloriously conducted hitherto; 
the house of cornmon.s stood high in the es- 
timation of its constituents for its conduct 
on this occasion ; its decision ought to he 
regarded as sacred, at least by any house of 
coiiimoiis, or rather the same house of com- 
mons with an inferior number of members 
in it to those who had come to the resolution 
now in force j nothing short of the very 
same number could with any thing of de- 
cency think ot' rescinding that resolution. 
He resisted this motion, therefore, on the 
general and broad princijde, that tlie house 
ought to vesjiect its own proceedings, that 
the constitution required the house to shew 
that rc.spect in all cases, except where any 
thing which it had done was manifestly er- 
roneous ; which could not be the case here, 
for it wa.s not disputed, nor w'as there any 
diflicuUy to be found in the course of the 
proceeding insuperable, for the attorney- 
general might have the aid of many learned 
members in the house, as to the mode of 
framing the information. ‘Considering all 
the,se matters, considering the character ol 
the house of cominon.s, considering the in- 
teicst the public had taken in that character, 
and how essential to the public it was to 
pre.scrve that character ; but, above all, 
con.sidering the most alarming danger of 
establishing a precedent by which any mini- 
ster of state, against w hom any prosecution 
vVas ordered by a hill house, might totally 
defeat that proceeding by a thinner house 
afterwards, under the pretence of a revision. 
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(for if tills vote was rescinded now, there 
was •nothing to hinder any other ineinlier 
from moving to rescind tin; impeacliincnt 
altogether,) he felt himself called upon to 
support thv? present resolution of the house 
and to resist any attack made upon it under 
any pretence whatever, and the more es- 
pecially by those wdio had always professed 
an hostility towards every moasurc- that tend- 
ed to the punishment of lord Melville, 
and therefore he moved that (he oilier orders 
of the day be now read. 

Mr. Hileu Addington said, he could not 
content himself witli giving a silent vote on 
this occasion. Ha\ing formerly given an 
opinion, he was anxious now aL'>o to de- 
liver his sentiments, that it inighl not be 
supposed he meant to shrink from that 
line of condiicl whieh he fell it his duly to 
adopt. It was lujt his intention to detain 
the house, but there was oiu; single point 
vv'hirh had been adverted to, uhndi he was 
sorry to have luMid from a right hon. friend 
of his (Mr. Titt), raid upon whieh he would 
say a few Ho had thought the mode 

of a rrinunal pjoseeution tJie best, because 
the most lenient : but his right hon. friend 
preferred the. other nioie, as considering 
tJiat the most lenient. his pair, vlien 

he considered htnv imj^cachnients had been 
prolrad'd; when he n‘}iected on the ciii- 
Inrrassiner.ls lliritiiiul iicvii occasioned by that 
inoao of procecilii'ii!;, he could n<a Iielptuinh- 
ing that it might e\( ntu.illy oce islon the noele 
lord’s ruin, even if lie were ruajuitted, at 
whieh event no man would 1)C more g!td 
than himself, lieeiaild not but coincide 
ill an ol-.serva<’o;i \»hieh fi ll fiom a noiile 
lord dcihig the dehitc, that lifts v/a • lua 
the time to consider the merit i of th^’ ease, 
lie tl’.oiiidu with liiin, tl’..it the liie.e for .‘^ut'h 
a discU‘-i(iii w:.s j-'.i't, a»ul that tiu; mt' t 
considerate relie sioii had already hven giv ai 
lo this imporUMit Hihject. The ])r^.^eilt 
fpicstioii was, whether the house sliouid 
acta eonsisient part } lie d''l lait contend 
but that occasions mit lit arhc when the 
house of ('onunons miglit think it neces- 
sary to rescind its prca'eedings. An hon. 
baronet contended that the civil process had 
been dclerniined on by thcliouse and adopt- 
ed, but had afterwards been laid aside for 
a criminal prosecution, and that this was a 
precedent for rev'cr.sing the criminal pro- 
cess, and substituting the other mode in its 
place. It was stated, in reply, by aiiotlier 
hon. gent., that more new matter had ariiKm, 
which rendered the civil suit nugatory. What 
ucw parliamentary mat lei had arisen to oc- 


casion them to rescind tlieir former deter- 
mination, he protbssod he was at a loss 
to find out. The only cjneslion was a 
matter of choice as to which mode of 
proceeding shoukl be adopted •, neither of 
them w'as unconstitutional. — ^I'he right lion, 
gent, next remarkoil iijion the kingiilar 
conduct of his hon. and learned fiiend 
(Mr. Leyecster), to whom, at the same 
time, he was far from imputing any im- 
proper njotivx's : he Cfintended, Jiowever, 
that he ‘ought to have taken the oj.porlu- 
nity of giving notice of his motion, when 
his right hon. Iriciid (I'll-. Bond) cxj)rc*'Sed 
his intention of making his pr\;po.-ition. 
He (houghr it incumbent on the lu.n-e, 
for its own dignity, not lo rescind its for- 
mer determiintion. It was with ]).'iin he 
h.id luMi'd it •‘aied by hU right lion, hieiid 
the ( haiKdlor of the exchequer, lh..t n.i 
intiniatioii had been given of he intenticai 
to propose the amcndnicnt on the; 1 Uh. He. 
heliev'i'd his right hon. friend, on farther 
coiisideralioii, would think otherwise, at 
least if he did not, be (Mr. Ad iinglon) 
must say that he had iindcrjloud the mat Ur 
otherwib. 

The ChauccUor of the pArhequer said a 
few' words, but in so low a tone that w^e 
could not g.ithcr di'Aincily wliat he said ; 
we, howcv . 1 *, iindersto d him tv> l'..ne ob- 
serw'd, (hat he t»:iJy meant to state, dial no 
puolie notice had bixai given of the in'eii- 
lion to »'r.'];ose the eanciuhriv'nt. 

^Ix. J)’(n<ku (•'on of lord Melvine), 

for one, had ihoughr, and still did think, that 
the mode of jiro-vcciitijai hy inrpeaeiunent 
wa^ that w liich sliould Jia\e been preferred 
bee.iUsv*, aJrhougli it was .so tediv)us, yet it 
w’.ii I'lie most beiiViing the situation and rank 
of du' p.'V'On to bellied, and best calcr- 
lated t » promote the ('ud.s of jiiiliee. it 
was the mode loid ]M(‘U lile himself w ished 
{til*. With rvNpccf If) nn'dce ha\in.-f lieen 
given of aiiotiier ino le of j-'ro'CCiitiou heiiig 
abc ut l<) Ijc moved for, lie could asbiue 
genlicmeii diat Joid Mclvil].' had been loiy;- 
pleUly Ignorant ol‘ such a thing being ahoc.t 
to take place, iiniil two lioius bel.nv uc 
cnificdtho lioii.se tfii ihe d.iy wdien the im- 
peachment wa-S moved. *As to the lenity 
of that .species of pra .vailion ordered by 
the Iiou .e, the gentleman who movsed it 
might be actuated by s'uli a innlivo ; but 
fur iiis own part he could not feel that tJieie 
wafi any lenity in a ]'.r<ieeciiirg tlnU tof^k 
lord I^IcliviUu lo a sj^eifus t.t tra'il win* h was 
incoiisislciit with propil :y, and w idi d:e 
rank wlfeh belu; ged lo imu, lie was 

2 11 2 
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not bound to say that all the gentlemen who 
were for prosecuting, by means of the 
nthirncy-general, voted for this as the most 
lenient mode ; alihfnigh he believed some 
voted with siuh view-s. He did not ^^isJl, 
unaccustomed as he was to speak in jmblic, 
to trouble the house with any more obser- 
I’ations ; but he* should conclude with vo- 
ting for the motion. 

AVr, said, that as 220 could not be 
made ()Ut to be more than 2'JS, he sluniUh 
for the sikc of consistency, vote for tl\e 
criminal ju'oj edition. 

The house tl.cn divided on the motion for 
piOLvtJtiim' to the other orders of the day: 

Ayes 143 

Noes- ------- ld(j 

IVTajorily for the impera hmont 23 
T!ie (lue.stion h r the impeachment was 
th' U ' iiricd without a dhision. After which 
it w:.s ordcuN'l, 'I'lu’l Mr. Whitbread do go 
t.: lie hji dsj and at their bar, in the name 
i'/ liv June of commons, and of all the 
n oji Mif the United Kingdom of Great- 
r...'. . nd Ireland, impeach Henry lord 

• ■'( Melville of high crimes and mis- 

(i> canouis j and acquaint them, that this 
r )Li.«e w ill, in due time, exhibit parficnlar 
/.rlicles against him, and make gcx)d the 
sam''." — At tw'o oMot'k on Wednesday 
piorning the house adjourned. 

liousR OF lord;. 

Wednesday, June, 26. 

[Minutes.] — The I, and Ta:: Redemp' 
tioii bill was read a second time, and < nm- 

S iittcd for lo-movrow. — Dixr.rce 

ill was read a tliirfl time and passed. — Mr, 
Alc.\ander brought up the Iridi ("ivil Li.st 
bill, and some c)ther bills, winch w'cre read 
^ first time. — Mr hilt’s Ind«'mnitybi]I pa^.ed. 
through the cummiiice, and was rc]ioricd. — 
Sir W. Scott brought up the Poi»r Clergy 
bill, whicli was read a first time. — Gardner’s 
Di\<uve bill- passed tlirougli a coinmittee, 
and was reported. — hou'-o rc.se>] ved it- 
Foir into a committee on the Stipendiary 
jDiirates’ bill. A coTiver.«i5tion of .soi.u! 
length ensued between the bishop of St. 
Asaph, the lord chancellor, the aa hbi.-shop 
of C.interberry, the bi>hop of London, anil 
lord H'lfrowby, reir.lixe to various cJaii.sc.s 
#md ame.odment^; after which the b:ll })a.ssed 
llirough tlMs committee, and the report was 
ordered to bo received to-morrow. 

[JmFEACUMENT of I,OJlD SlFLVrLl.r.] — 

A mosfcage l:''*ing announced freiii the house 
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of commons, Mr. Whitbread introduced by 
tlie black rod, advanced to the bar, att<Aidcd 
by Mr. Grey, lord Temple, lord H. Petty, 
Mr. Vox, Mr. Windham, Mr. H. Combe, 
.sir R. Buxton, Mr. Shaw Lefevre, Mr. 
(^reevey, Mr. Wilbcrforcc, Mr. R. Thorn- 
ton, Mr. Pelliam, lord A. Hamilton, Mr* 
Curwen, Mr. Wm. Elliot, Mr. Banke.s, 
sir W. W. Wynne, Mr. C. W. Wynne, Mr. 
rinmer, IVTr. St. John, Mr Janio.s Martin, 
Mr. Ticriu v, Mr. G. Johnstone, IVIr. P. 
Moore, sir W. Elford, sir W. Burroughs, 
lord .Mardiam, &c. As soon as Mr. Whit- 
broad reached (lie l>ar, he read the following 
mc'-'age from tlic eommons, and delivered 
it into the liaiuls of the lord clianeelior : 

my lords, in the name of the commons 
of the united kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland in pa-’iamont a^^emblcd, I am com- 
manded to impe. 'li Henry lord xiscount 
Melville of bigh ciinies and mi«(lemc\iiiors. 
And f do hereby, in their name, and in the 
name and behalf of all the c ?mmoiis of 
Great Britain and Ireland, impeach the said 
Henry lord viscount Melville of high criinc.s 
and misdemeanors. And, 1 am further 
commanded to acquaint your lord.sliips, that 
the hou.se of commons will, in due time, 
exhibit particnla arlicle.s of impeacliment 
agnin.st the saifilenrylordviscoiint Melville, 
and make good the .same.” — Ihe membem 
of the hoiHe of commons then withdrew. 
The message was ivad by llio lord chancellor 
and ebposited on the table. — ^Adjourned. 


n o r s F. o r c *) m m o n s . 
U'ednc^daijy June 26. 

[Minutes.] — I'he secretary at war pre- 
.si-nU'd nn account of the etiectivc strength 
of the u gular army on the 1st of June, 
lyo'i. Ordered to lie on th : table, and to 
be printed. — M. V\'. Diikcnson presented 
ceilain accounts relalivo to naval stores in 
the dock-) nrds, pursuant to the order of tlie 
house. Ordered to )ic on tho tabic, and to 
be printed. — Mr. Rose brought up the re- 
port of the Tliaincs ("artage und Ballastage 
bill. The amendincntfj were agreed to, and 
the bill otdered to be read a third time, — A 
j')cs.sage from the lords informed the house, 
lljat their lord^hips had agreed to the Sea- 
men's Enepuragement bill, and the Bark 
Stealing PrevenMon bill, without any amend- 
ments. — Mr. Johnson, from the ofbee of 
chief secretary for Ireland, presented an 
account of the manner in which tlie sum of 
.500,0001. granted by the parliament of Ire- 
land to the directors* general of inlaRcl navi- 
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gation in Irelhnd had been disposed of. Or- 
dered to lie on the table^ and to be piinted. 
—The Sheffield Road bill, and the Poor 
Clergy bill, were read a third time and pass- 
ed. — Mr. R. Dundas brought up the bill for 
tlie improvement of Leith Harbour, whieJi 
was read a first lime. — ^The Irish Loyalist 
Compensation bill was read a third time ami 
passed. Mr. Vansittarl took tliat ojiportuni- 
ty of stating, that with respeet to another 
commission to which allusion had boon 
made on a former day, he had tin' assuraiii e 
of the Irish government, tluit, as soon as 
the claims now before tlicm sliould be dis- 
pt>sed ol', the commission would be put an 
end to, which would probably take jilaoe 
before the term fixed by the bill for the du- 
ration of the commission to which it referred. 
— Mr. S. Bourne moved, that an humble 
address be presented to liis majesty, that he 
would be graciously jdeased to direct that a 
furiher account lie made oul of all sums is- 
sued by Jiis majc'ity, pursuant to addresses 
of the hoiisie, which h.id not been made 
good hy ]jarliament. Ordered, and ihitthe 
addreis be jiresenied by such memb(Ts of 
the house as aie of his majesty's piivy coun- 
cil. — Mr. Ko.sler bnaight up a hill fra* regu- 
lating the ('ollectioii of tiie customs in Irc- 
I'uid, w !ii( h was read a lir.st lime. — Irisli 
Infirmary, and tJie Bank Porgery hills, ])assed 
throngli coinmitti'es, and wen* oidercd to l)c 
reported to- morn av. — Air. Foster Ijrouyht 
uj) the llowlh Harbour Improvement bid, 
W'Ir.('h wT.s lead a (i!Nt time. — ^Tlie chancel- 
lor of the e\(‘hef]uer, piir.siMnt to notice, 
mov<’ ! Ibr, and obrained leave, to bring in 
n bill to cii.'ilde his mnje.sly to appoint addi- 
tional < omnii'»^ioner.s lor the bettv i examin- 
ing and aiuliting certain accounts of Crea*^- 
Jii'itain. — ^'J'he Jiouse, on the motion of the 
chancellor of the oxcliequer, werit into a 
committee of supply, to whicli the estiinaks 
pre.sented on Tue-'-day, tJie petition respret- 
jng the Sierra Leone e.stahlislmieiit, and tlie 
report of llic committee respecting tlie naval 
asylum, were relerrcd. In the committee 
were voted the’sum of 14,0001 for the Sierra 
Ix-Hmo company 5 5(XX)1. for ])rosccuting dis- 
coveries ill the interior of Alriea } 20,CXX)1. 
for erevting a naval asylum j and fjl/tjl. 3s. 
3d. Irish currency, as a provision for non- 
conforming mini.sters in Ireland, from tlu^ 
5th January, JS05, to the 5th January, 
180(). The house was then resumed, and 
the report ordered to be receiveil lo-morrciw. 
—On the motion of Mr. V-in.siilart an jfc- 
rount was ordered of the amount of tlie net 
j>roduce of the pormancut taxes laid on be- 


5 . — Impeachment of Lord Mehnlle, ' 

fore llie year 1S03. Also an account of the 
amount of duties of customs and exci.se 
charged as ontstailding on the 5th of April, 
ISOI, and the 5th of April, itJO'j, respective* 
Jy, distinguishing the permanent from the 
temporary duties. — ^The house went into a 
committee of way.s and moans, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Vaiisittart, and resolved, Uiat 
an additional duty sliould he laid on Spanish 
red wine imptirtcd into Ireland, in jiTopor- 
tion to the aildiiicjiial duty J.nd on the same 
w ine on it.s importation into Great Britain. 
'1 he report w as ordered to bo ri'ceivod to- 
m^)rrow^ — In a committee of the whole 
house it wa.s afioiAvard> re'>r>l\ed, that it W'^a* 
expedient thafc'such additional duty should 
be charged (*n‘'s\icJi wiiu* imported into Ire- 
land. To b^ reported to-morrow, 'llnj 
raddinglon Cn'nal Coal )>ill, tlu* Warehous- 
ing bill, 1110 4,500,1)001. Kxclieciuer Kili* 
bill, the 8,('K)0,CXX)I Kxclie<|ner Bills bill, 
the 2,500,0001. Kx( UerjIkT Bills bill, the 
(aistom House Oilicer./ Fees Abolition liifl, 
the Fngli.sh and Scotch Sj>irit J'\portaiioii 
l)ill, rnd the Cochineal Dost Duty bill, were 
read a siyond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to-morrow. 

[Impf.aciimknt orl.oitn Mr.Lvii-LK.]— r 
Air. I hit head t piirMiant to the deci.sion of 
the Iion.se last niglil, wmt up to the bar .bf 
the lords attendeil by a great number dt 
members, to acquaint their lord4iip.s, that 
liebadbi^en commanded by the commons 
(»f i!ie iiniL'd kingdom in parliament asserrt- 
bk*d, to impeach Henry lord viscount AleF- 
ville of high crimes and misdemeanors. On 
hi.s return, he arqiiainleil the lioiee, from 
the Ii.'sr, that pursuant to the order of tlie 
speaker, he had gone to the bar of tiie 
home of lords, and impeached Henry lord 
^i.‘^counl M.’Iville, o-f Iiigh.crime.s and 
doine.i».ors j and had al^o acquainted their 
loixKhips, tiiat this hon.se w'ouM, in due 
time, exhibit particular nrticle.s of im])cach- 
ment against.lils lord'-hip, and makegood 
lliC same. Air. Wliiihread tlun inovedt 
that a convqiitee he appointed to prepare 
articles of inrpeacluiient against Henry lord 
viscount iMclHlIe, wl\i<‘!i was ordered — On 
the motion of lord Temple^ Mr. WJiitbread 
was appointed one of the im*nil)'’rs of the 
committee; and on iIjo motion of ^Alr. 
Whitbread, the following memliers w’ere 
also ajinointcd to the committee : \i.t. AJr. 
Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr. Slieriflan, L.)rd Heiny 
Petty, Lord Alarshain, Air. Gile.s, l/ird 
Folkestone, Mr. Raiiie, Dr. Laurence, Mr. 
C’reevey, Mr. Holland, Mr. Calcrafl, Mr. 
Kiim.iii'd, Lord rorcJieiter, Lord iVrchibald 
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Hamilton, Mr. C. Wynne, Mr. Jekyll, Mr. 
Morris, and Lord Temple.— Mr. Whitbread 
then moved, that the tontli report of the 
commissioners of na\al enquiry, and the re- 
port of the btlert r ommittcc on said report, 
be refered to said committee, wJiich as or- 
dered. It was also ordered on the motion 
of Mr. Whitbread, that live of tJie commit- 
tee be a quorum ; that the committee do 
meet at 10 o’cloi.k to-morrow in the speaker's 
chamber ; that they have power to send h>r 
persons, papers, and records } that they have 
|)ow'cr to adjourn from time to time, and 
if om place to place, and report from time to 
time, as it shall appear to them, to the 
house j and that they shall have power to 
sit during tlie silting of parliament, not- 
witli-^tanding «nny adjournment of the house. 

[Woollen Maxui’acturEr's Bill.] — 
Admiral Berkeley moved the order of the 
day for the third reading of the Woollen 
.Manufacturer’s bill, on which 

Mr. P. Moore moved that counsel should 
be called in and h(\jrd against the bill, hut 
the speaker suggesting that the third reading 
of the bill, according to the order of pni- 
cceding, should first be agreed to, and then 
previous to th.il reading the hoii. mernher 
might introduce his motion. lliis form 
being therefore complied with, and it being 
ascertained by the serjeant at arms tliat 
counsel were waiting to be heard, tlie ques- 
tion W'as put for their admission. This ques- 
tion Admiral Berkeley and Mr. Dickenson 
opposed on the ground of creating delay. 
3t was a bill for the susperisic/.u of penalties 
that, by former acts of parliament, were 
liable to be imposed on the manntactiirers 
for practices which tlie interest of the trade 
required. 7 be art passed for this purpose 
last session expired in the course of ten days, 
and wxTC this not passed before that pcrioil, 
an opportunity would be given to such as 
miglit be so disposed, to molest and perse- 
cute the manufacturers. 

Mr. P. Moore spoke in favour of the pe- 
titioning party. They were by no means 
anxious for delay, but on tlie contrary wish- 
ed the business to be settled. The hill had 
been before the house two jears, and was 
intended to prevent the due f xeculion of 
arts that ought, in the opinion of the peti- 
tiohers, to he enforced, and were necc'ssary 
to the prc:>enation and proqwity of the 
trade. 

Mr. Wilhtrjorve was friendly to the bill, 
but at tlie woe time thought it fair that the 
petitioners dbould have an <»pport unity of 
ftating their wishes on the subject, and 
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therefore would give his vote for the' ad- 
mission of counsel. The question however 
was negatived without a division, and the bill 
read a third time and passed. — ^Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday y June TJ. 

[Minutes.] — ^Ihe lord chancellor, the 
duke Montrose, and lord Wjilsingbam, sat 
as commissioners, and notified tlie royal 
assent to several public and private bills. 
Among the public bills w'ere, the Irish 
Stamp Duty bill, tlic Irish Malt Duty Bill, 
the Irij-h Spirit Licence bill, the I.ondon 
Fish JMarket bill, the Army Paymaster's 
Regulation bill, the West -India Free Port 
bill, the Irish Election bill. &c. — Clo- 
thiers bill, and the bill for regulating the 
corn trade between Great-Britain and 'Ire- 
land, were brougiil from the commons and 
read a lirst time. — Mr. Pitt’s Indemnity bill 
was read a third time andpnsscil. 

[Conduct of Judge Fox.] — Lord 
IJaivkeshunj having moved the order of the 
day for the second reading of the bill for 
continuing the procccvlingj, against Mr. Jus- 
tice Fox till next i.*'jsion, oljv'rved, tjiat a 
noble lord, wlio was not now in in his place, 
IukI oxprcs.sc(l his (.Usapprol)ati()n (if tliis 
measure, lie was, ho\\c\er, at a J»)ss to 
<-on(vive on A\haL ground any objection 
crailJ be made to a bill which wnf> so evi- 
dently calculated to promote iinparLi«l jus- 
tice with rcspci I to the public, with re- 
spect to tJic petitioners, and willi respect 
to the learned judge himself. He would 
do that leal nod judge the. justice to say, 
that he had shewn every (liq)osition on 
his part to meet the charge fairlv, and to 
facilitate that investigation, which he was, 
doubtle.ss, ilcsirous should be completed as 
speedily as po.ssihle. With respect to the 
wilnesse.s, it wa.s obvious that much cx- 
pen.se would be .saved, by rendering it un- 
ncce.ssary tf) bring back to this country 
those who had already been examined. If 
it should api)ear that the bill would violate 
any broad constitutional principle, it cer- 
tainly ought not to pa.ssi but it was far 
from having any sueh tendency. He re- 
minded their lordships that it was the prac- 
tice of the hou.se to make a distinction be- 
tw(vn measures which were .strictly Icgis- 
l.itive, and those which were judicial. The 
latter were continued from .se.ssioii to session ^ 
but the former always coa.sedupon a proioga- 
lioii or dissolution. There were other mea- 
sures, which, though not strictly judicial, were 
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analogous to judicial proceedings $ and with 
respdbt to these, it had been the practice to 
bring in a bill for continuing them, to pre- 
vent the inconvenience of being obliged to 
renew them. Such a proceeding took place 
in the case of sir Thomas Rumbold, and 
also in that of Mr. Hastings. He could 
not see how this bUl was to interfere either 
with the prerogative or the privileges of the 
other house of parliament. It could not 
pass without the consent of the other bran- 
ches of the legislature, and when it had 
their consent it became their act. The 
only possible ground on wliich it appeared 
to him the bill could be consistently ob- 
jected to, was that of the cliarges against 
Mr. Justice Fox being of so trivial a na- 
ture as to deserv'e no farther investigation. 
Now to enable tlie house to form an opi- 
nion on this view of the subject, they had 
the ex parte evidence taken befoio tlic for- 
mer committee, to which he should not 
have referred, liad it not been made public 
at the desire of the J('arned judge, and also 
the whole of llie evidence given at the bar 
on one of the charges. — In alludiug to tliis 
last evidence, he slinuld only say, in tlie 
words of the couii.-»tl for tlic petitioners, 
that, until their lorddnps heard what the 
learned and venerable judge Jiad to say upon 
that evidence, n<i man could regard a sluc,le 
lact as j)ro\cd. It would be very iii'proper 
in liiin, or any one, to pretend to pro- 
1)011 1 ice an opinion on the cJiargc from 
that evidence ; but this he would say, that 
it appeared to alFonI ground for some far- 
ther proceedings — for giv ing, at least, tlie 
learned judge an opporiunity of explanation 
and vindication. I'hough tliere W'as 110 pre- 
cedent that perfectly applied to the bill, 
the measure w^as supported by its analogy 
to other cases. He tJierefore moved, that 
the bill 1)0 now'- read a second time. — ^^fhe 
bill wa.s then read, and ordered to be com- 
mitted. 

[Gardner’s Divorce Rill.]— The Lord 
Chancellor cpiitted the w'oolsack, and called 
their lordshipsT serious attention to the stand- 
ing cI;iu.‘*o vvliich the bill contained, and to 
the principle upon whicli provisions of the 
kind proceeded. What they w'cre called 
upon to do in such cases, was to alter the 
legal qualities of one whose case w^as 
brought under the consideration of the le- 
gislature, not for its own demerits, but on 
account of the delinquency of the parent. 
Clauses of the kind sliould be sjiaringly 
inserted. There were instances he admit- 
ted, in which the legiblature could have no 
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hesitation: sciieti as where the husband was 
out of tlie country*, or where a physi^ 
impossibility of any nature inierfered. 
sides the strong objections in point of legd 
principle, a provision of the kind w'as, 
ninety-nine cases out of one hundred, uU- 
iiecc.ssary 5 a.s the persons interested had 
legal means in their power of pei-petualing 
the testimony whose evidence they thoudu: 
wmihl establish the point in view'. '1 m 
ru)ble lord I lien referred to some of thift 
relevant eircum stances of the pre.seiit c<'i 3 U* 
as they liad appealed in evidence, thovife 
a part of the tefitimony to w hich lie ijfe* 
ferred w'^as of that kind that should be looJc-^ 
edat with caution and jealousy 9 yet he had 
liuJe doubt as to tJie re.sult of that evidence- 
Rut then there was at least a possibility of 
the circumstance having been otherwise ; 
and the present w as 1 hat particular case u^xMi 
whicli tlui legislature should never proceed 
but ujum the clearest pob•^ible evidence; 
and, therefore, with reteivnec to the prin- 
ciple he had laid duwh, and to the moral 
rights of legislation, he would propose* that 
the d.ni*>e to which he had aiivertcd dionld 
he cKpunged. 

The Bishop of St. ,'LnfJi supported thtf‘ 
leading oliscrvations of the n«;ble lord oa 
the woolvick The clause, on the quesi^' 
titjii being put, was ordered to be* expunged, 
and the bill was then read a third time and 
passed. 

fOi’FENDERS* Escape Rill.] — Their 
lordships having resolved into a committee 
on this bill. 

The petition of Mr. Justtce Johnson, pre- 
sented and read last night,- against certain 
clau.ses of the bill, w hich\vent as -ilated to 
atilet Ills case in the iiatnrb ofanexpost 
facto law, and playing, as in the conduding 
terms of tlie petition, “ that his case might 
\iOt be atlbcted by a law wJiieli was not in 
existence at tlic time of the alleged offence,” 
was read. — Mr. Adam aiid.A^r. Parke were 
then heard, the former’ at considerable 
length, ill support of Mi\ Justice Johnson s 
petition. Mr. Adam wriil into a history 
of the former .act to amend which the bill 
before llie committee vv^s intended ; also 
the ca'^e of hi.s learned client, from the timo 
of it.s lir.-t being brought under the r^)nsi-. 
deration of the Irish courts of law', to the 
prc'.eiit moment of its pending in the Court 
of King's Bench in Kuglaml. He dvvdL 
upon the coubideration of the bill in its pre-. 
.sent ’«lia]'‘e, goiiig to atfect ^ the learned 
judge’s t ase in the Ibriii of an cx post facto 
lav/: adv Cited to the point, that the act 
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tinder which he was to be ,tri^d, afforded 

» power, of compeJliii" .die’ attendance of 
tiiesscs fronjJrelahd; argued for the pro- 
priety of trying the learned judge before 
an Irish court of law, in a .country where 
i^s person, character, and conduct, were 
tetter known, than they copld possibly be 
in this. The learned counsel enforced 

S incipally these leading considerations, with 
s usual talents and scientific knowledge. 
.•^Mr. Parke supported the arguments of his 
■ learned brother. He dwelt forcibly on the 
^jcctionable considerations., of an ex post 
mto law, and adverted tq/tbe circumstance 
,jbF there being no act before the 44 th of the 
king, by which the Icarnedrjudge could be 
tried in an English court of justice ; and 
Stated, that the learned judge had no op- 
Btoriunity of being heard before the other 
liouse of parliament, because the clauses 
lie principally objected to were not intro- 
duced till the third reading of the hill, when 
they were added by way of riders. — ^Mr. 

* Adam, in .the course of hi.s address, re- 
ferred to some clauses, the introdiictioN of 
which, Jie humbly .submitted, would, on 
the others being expunged, render tlie bill 
» unobjectionable in the ‘ way conn)lained of 
^Ky the learned pelitioncn-.-T-J’heir lordships 
^then proceeded to tlic' discussion of the pro- 
• visions ; and several amendments, chiefly 
. verbal, vi ere made, on ihe suggestion of the 
lord chancellor. 

I’he Earl of IVcslmcaih, confessing him- 
self not adequate to the task, said he would 
not trouble tl\e committee with any law 
ob.serv.itions uj^ii tliq subject, but bagged 
leave to move the intniduction of one or 
two clauses, which, ^Ve believe, were si- 
milar to those adverted to by the learned 
.counsel. 

Tlie Lord Chavedhr that what 
was now proposed, brought on the ques- 
tion of the* desired amendments, and the 
proposed The adoption of those 

as proposed, ne f^lt it his duty to resist, 
as nothing conl^ be more true, or clearer 
in law, than that for a 11^1 published in 
England, one could duly be tried by the 
laws of this country. I fe meant not now 
to go into the consideration of the general 
law, as relating to the publication of libels, 
but merely to say that he knew enough 
to be convinced, that were he or any man 
to write a libel in London,, and publish the 
same in York, or vice yersa, no lawyer 
could say that such would not involve two 
‘ distinct offences, and for wbich the libeller 
tuight be tried gitlier in tlic counties of 
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York or Middlesex. With respect to the 
idea thrown out that there was no oppor- 
tunity of compelling the attendance of 
wlrncs.ses, he observed, it was the general 
duty of all his Majesty’s subjects to attend 
in the king’s courts of law, and that the 
process i.ssucd was the only means of com- 
pelling such due attendance With respect 
to certain other considerations, which had 
been adverted to as applicable to tJie bill 
in question, he should certainly give the 
points Jiis best attention, and try whether 
he could not, either on the report or on the 
third reading propo.se a clause, which w ould 
be the means of doing ample justice to the 
country, and to the individual concerned ; 
as he freely admitted, justice could not be 
done to the country, if it were with-held 
from the individual. What he proposed 
would go to obviate any thing wdiich might 
re.siilt from the present bill, in the way of 
con.struction, to prejudice the pending 
cause adverted to, and afibrd the party tho 
means of compelling the attendance of wit- 
nesses on his behalf.— After some farther 
observations from the lord chancellor, the 
clan.scs proposed by the noble earl, who 
seemed to txj^ress himself satisfied with th« 
tendency of what fell from the noble and 
learned lord, were negatived. 


house op commons. 
Thursday, June 27. 

[Minutes.] — Mr. Serjeant Best gaveiio-^ 
tire that he should postpone his motion on 
the eleventh report of the commissioners of 
naval enquiry wliieli stood for Monday, to 
I'liursday. — Mr. Giles brought up the re- 
port of the committee on the Bank Foigery 
bill. The amendments were Tigrced to, dn|l 
the bill ordered to be read a third time to- 
morrow. — ^U’he Leith Harbour bill was read 
a second time, and ordered to be committed 
to-morrflw. — Lord Glenbervje reported from 
the committee of secresy, to whom so much 
of the eleventh report of the coinmi$.sioncr.s 
of naval enquiry, as relates to the advance 
ot one hundred thousand pounds for a secret 
na\al seiTicc, was referred ; and who were 
empowered to report their opinion and ob- 
scr\atioiis thereupon to the hou.se; that tlie 
committee had considered the matter to 
them referred, and had come to a re.solution 
thereupon, which they had directed him 
t6 report to the house ; and he read the 
report in his place, and afterw'ards delivered 
it in at the table, where tlie same was read | 





and the resolution of the committee is as Irish Militia Piy bills, the Irish 
followeth, viz. Resolved, That it is the tion Comn^issioners bill, the Militia Suba]^ 
opinion of this committee, that the said terns bill, and a iiun^jcr of private bilk.^ 
100 , 0001 . was advanced for an object to On the motion of Mr. Hu&kisson, the hou^ 
which the supplies granted for naval services went into committees on the act relaiive tiO 
were applicable j that the application thereof the drawbacks on sugar, and on the act re* 
to that object was a measure in which the lative to the duty on hops. The reports of 
interests and honour of this country were these committees were ordered to be roccivi 
concerned j that it was issued by the comp- ed to-morrow. On the motion of 
troller of the navy under orders from tlie Whitbread, Mr. Serjeant Best was orderiBNi 
lords of the treasury, with the knowledge and to be added to the committee, to whom wa4 
authority of tJie tirst lord of the admiralty, entrusted the drawing up of thtS articles^ 
and in the fittest mode foi* answering the impeachment against lo’-cl Melviller.— • 
end proposed ; that the clearing bill for Whitbread gave notice, that to-morrow ' 

95 ,pOOl., part of the said sum of 100,0001., should move for leave to bring in a bijl 
was granted on just and proper ground.s ; indemnify Mr. Trotter from the penalt’ca^lA’ 
that the circumstances of the application of I had incurred by the iict^ detailed in tlie tenth 
the money were of such a nature, tjiat a ' report of tlie commissioners of naval enqubr ' 
disclosure of them, cither at the period ! ry. — On the motion of the secretary at waij 
when they took place, or at any time since, j the house wont into a committee on the bill 
would have bceii attended witJi public in- for cnabliag his majesty to keep in full pajr 
convenience '3 that it must be matter of re- the ofiioers of the rniiitia, notwithstandirmf 
gret, if any thing has occurred in the mean the reduction. — Colonel Stanlcv introduced, 
time which may have tended, in any degree, a clause, 'empowering his majesty, v/hero 
to such a disciosurc j and that the reasons the establishment of a militia regiment cohK 
against such aiscltisure sfill continue, and sisted of, a colonel, two lieutenant -colonels, 
render it the duly of the connnirtoc to ah- and two majors, in case of the deal h or re^ 
stain from entering into aiiy farther particu- {»ignation of one of lht» majors, to retain 
lars on the suhj.ct.” (Irdcrt'd, that the • the junior lieulcrtanl-colonej with his 
said report do lie upon the -'iWe, and be j rank, but with 1 1 j,aiy of major alone. 
printed for the meiubors of tL'.' hoase. — ^Ihe this measure ilie lu;n. colonel contended;, 
Briti^h Museum bill for ilin p^irciiase of the I that his majesty woniil * qucntiy be enabled 
Townleinn collection was c umnitled, and ‘ *0 ' n .1 vai. '.able olfcvr, uiio wo'dd otuer- 

thc report was ordered to bo received to- wi»** iu lo.st to i!u* r.ervico. After a fe\Y 
morrow. — Mr. Stnrgcs Boumc obc iij*ed woi*’^ from liu, f-ecretary at war and loud 
leave to bring in a bill loenahlo the coiiunl^- Ten pie, t.he clans • was agreed to, and tho 
sioners of his mj^.sty’s treasury to purchase Li)nse liaving resinned, tlie report uas or- 
certain grounds and premises adjoining the dored to bo received to-morrow. — On the 
town hall of Westmin.ster, for public pur- , motion of Mr. KoiC, it ivas c-rderod that 
poses. The bill was afterwards brought in, | the lu iro shoulil, it)-mo;ro\v', go into a 
read a first time, and the .second reading or- i e on the act relating to i.he ilraw- 

dered for to-inoriwv.- — Liiighanfs Divorce | b :cks «;ii tiio exportation of lincn.s from 
bill was read a second time. Evidence being G: eatBritain. — ^The Custom Hcu.scFee.s bill, 
heard to prove that Airs. Lingham wa.s out and the Warehouse hiJl, w en': through coni’* 
of the kingdom, the service on her mother, miilees, and the report-: wt re ordered to biB 
Mrs. Dixon, was declared to be good .sor- received tn-morrow. — Mr. B brought }X\ 
vice. — In pursuance of a me.ssagc from their a bill for iiiiuosiog additional nu j.-.raw 

lordships, the .speaker attended in the house bonnets, Imp.orted into Grear SriLiin ? 
of lords, and on Iiis return infarrped the and Mr. D. Giddy a bill for enconvMnuig the 
house, that the royal assent had been given PilcJiard fishery, v. 'ii li \jevo reao ; fi U 
by commission to Uic Lottery bill, the Ad- time, and ordered to l^c read ** pcond tiofd ‘ 
ditibnal Stamp Duty bill, the Spanish Red to-morrow.— Mr. Pauli g.ayc noilce. thyt ♦cH- 
Wine Duty bill, the Loyalty Loan bill, tlie mgrrow he should mm e for jrjpc- i reiaCiV^ 
Post-horse Farming Duty bill, the Irish Malt to the appointment in India of th;* heft. 
Duty bill, the Iri.sii Licence biil, tJie Com- Henry Wellesley. — Mr. S. Bouine 
missioners of Taxes bill, the Paymaster Ge- in a bill for’^urchasing ground in v/' t 
nerals Reguljilion bill, the Auditors Accounts lace-yard, &c. which wa.i ;• 
bill; the West India Imports and Exports and ordered to be read a .=»c Jorrd ? ffc- 
bill> the Irish Frecliold bill, the Brititih and morrow.—— The house wcjit into i\ coa.ii’.itieY 
. V. • I 'd S 



on tic Irish Loan act, the report of which ' 
was ordered to ,be received to-morrow.— 
Colonel Craufurd, advent ing to the returns 
of tho elective slrpngth of the regular army 
tliat had been laid on the tabic yesterday, 
obs^•rve.i that in ihe last return the recruits 
at the f jivign depot in Great Britain for the 
regiments on foreign service wore stated as 
yai'L c>i the etfoctive strength of those regi- 
ments, vi^hilo in the early returns they were 
hot indvcled, so that the house would be 
unil)l<: to jadge accurately the compara- 
tiv'f* stiViigih of our regular army at difFer- 
enl jxji iods } he tlierefore moved, that there 
te laid before tlio house a return of the 
nupihf*r of recruits for rv’gimonts on foreign 
service at the foreign depot on the Istof 
January, ISO t, 1st of January, ISOo, and 
Istol June, ; observing i hat as these 
returns could with case be made by to-mor- 
row, lie should not be obliged to d*day Jiis 
motion on account of them. — ^Idic secretary 
4at war said, that in the returns of the two 
^ first periijds in the Ikjii. eolonelVi motions, 
,those recruits (amounting then to ICKJOmen) 
had not iiccai included in the return of the 
last period, (to the amount of 2^)(X) men) 
they had been included. Colonel Craiifurd’s 
moti(in was then agreed to. — Dublin 
Jiarbon.r Improvement bill was read a second 
time, ajid ordered lo be commuted to-mor- 
row. — On llic motion of Mr. l'o;)ter, it was 
ordered that the house sliouki to-morrow go 
into a coniinittw'c on that p.art of n certain 
^ct which related to military survey.s in |ro- 
jand. — Mr. ()nn'>hv broaglit up tin* report of; 
the committee of supply, the resolutions of j 
which were read iiiid agreed to, aiuj bills or- 
dered af'cordmgly. — The Kxdie(jucr Bills 
bill went thrqugli a comrnitlte, in which a 
clause was introduced on the motion of the 
chanrcllor of the exehe(]iier, to indemnify 
the bank for iid>an( ing money on the exche- 
quer bills of the year lt30d. Tlic occasion 
of this clause wa.5, that among tlie occasion.*'' 
<6f the vote of credit for tliat year, stated in 
tho jircamble of the bill, the iuva.siuu thep 
upprchenJed wa.s mentioned as the first. In 
fengroasing the bill, by an inadvcrtance of 
^Ijich this wa.s not the qnly iivslance, all the 
,|pther occa.sioiis' but the invasion were icft 
but. ’ Ai there could be no doqbt that the 
obj(K:t3 of parliament in passing the vote of 
/credit werejidt restricted to the event of lli-' 
invasion |l^hfoncy had been advanced ; and 
it was'po^l lately,' perhaps from theolfett 
bf.eveajtslrnat had' rep.ntly hapjiened, tliat 
koepufn^ tQ them to desire this indemnity. 



which there could be no doubt tlie how^ 
would grant for their satisfaction, ».The 
clause waa agreed to. The reports were or- 
dered to be received to-morrow. — Mr. Lamb 
from the Soutli-Sea company presented to 
the house, pursuant to orders, an account 
of the amount of al\ unclaimed dividends on 
the public funds, which were receivable be- 
fore. 10th of October 1780, remained ' uii- 
paiii on 30th September and 3 1 st December 
in the same year, and have since been paid 
at the South-Sea House j and also, an ac- 
count of the amount of all unclaimed divi- 
dends on tlie several annuities payable at the 
Soulh-Sea House, which were receivable 
befiire the 10th of October 1802, and re- 
mained unpaid on 30th September and 3 1 st 
December in the same ycoi* j and also, an 
ai'conn^ of all slocks standing at the Soulh- 
Sea Hou.se in the name of the accountant 
goncr.iJ of the court of chancery or the dc- 
piiiy remembrancer of the t'ourt of exche- 
quer, in tru:>t for the suitors of those o'u.ii:s 
rc‘’pectively ; made up to the 1st of Qciober 
1304. Ordercil that the said accounts do 
licMipon the tabic. — Mr. Bullo from iheex- 
cheejuer prewnted tp the house, pursuant to 
tliuir adtlro.ss to Ins maje.sty, an account of 
till monies wliich had been issued by bis ma- 
jesty’s orders, ])ursuanl to the addresr^s oF 
the house of commons, and which have not 
been made good by p:.rliameiit ; with a du- 
plicate. Ordered, that the said account do 
lie upon the table. — Mr. nuski.s.son present- 
ed to tlic house, pursuant to their orders, re- 
turn of the number of men raised for the 
new levies between the 1st January and 1st 
May l60J, which are included in the adju- 
tant general’s return of recruits rai.scd dur- 
ing that period, by the ordinal/ mode of 
ice)ruiting; and also, return of the number 
of men wlio had volunteered from the mili- 
tia into the regular army under the act of 
the 10th April who are included iii 

thcatljutant general’s return of the elective 
.strength of the army on the 1st of May 
I8UJ. Ordered, that the salil refiims do lip 
u])on the l^ble 5 and be printed for tlie mem- 
bers of the house. 

[Dijks of Atholl’s CtAiy.] — The 
chancellor of the cxclieipicr m'bvcd the se- 
cond reading of the duke of Atholl’s Com- 
pen.sation bill, which vy as opposed* by 
Mr. purwetiy who alleged thafFh^ in- 
creasing revenue, which was one .supposed 
grdand of compensation, arose not out eff 
Ike prosperity, lint out of the misfortrines 
of Uie country, and that tlierefore hjs ^racq 
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Had ttot 'a fair claim upon the public. He of pence, the same trade would ine^fal%'^ 
moved that the bill be committed tills day be transferred to the opposite const 
three months. . France. — After the counsel had wtthdrawu/t'^ 

Mr. /'V/Z/er suggested the propriety of ap- The Chancelhr of the Exchequer I 
pointing commissioners to enquire into the and said, that lie had listened very attentivsf*^* * 
tacts. of the ca.?ei and report tliereoii to the Jy to the speech^of the learned counsel, and*" 
house before the passing of the bill. as many of the points urged by him wore an - 

Mr. Davies Giddy did not deny that the air of argument and novelty tiiat might ap-^ ' 
noble duke had lost most splendid lionours, pear to deserve some considerntion, he 
but he denied that he had sustained any loss should have no objection, if it was desif- 
in property. able to members, to postpone further pro- 

Mr. If^ndham said that there was not the ceedings on the bill till to-morrow. At tho 
least appearance of a case made out on the same time, he considered, that the rigid of 
part of the noble cla'raant. By the natural a British parliament to legislate for those 
and fair exercise of our own power, we had lands, was established by h)ng usage, and 
so diminished the revenues of this island, precedents in numbt'r, beyond all possibiliQt 
that his grace voluntarily sold his inheritance of doubt. He therelbre moved, that thd' 
for what w^as then a full compensation for third reading of the bill be po.stponed till to- 
his annual loss of income j h^ was neither ; morrow. 

compelled by Mr. Grenville nor any other | Mr, Windham rose, he said, witli hhiv 
person. — ^rhe question w'as then put, and mind strongly impressed by the very forclW© ' 
the numbers were for tlie .second reading 50, arguments which he had just heard ffomr’ 
against it 12, majority 38, after which the the learned counsel at the bar, many of 
bill was ordered to be committed to-mor- which, even in a constitutional view, re- 
row. quireil very serious consideration, and, on 

[Smuggling Pkevention Bill*] — O n the groiiijd of policy, .suggested the necessi-' 
the order of the day for the third reading of ty of proceeding wdth cautious delibera- 
this bill, counsel was called in on behalf of tion, before a law was adopted creating • 
the petitioners against the bill. Mr. Plomer crimes subject to very severe pimishmetits, , 
appeared as counsel for the petitioners against and suddenly operating too upon a people tO'- 
it, from the islands of Jersey, Guernsey, whom it w-ould be totally new, and 
Alderney, and the Isle of Man j and repre- whom, without some more reasonable \varn- . 
sen ted their use at considerable length. He ing, it would, no doubt, be produdive of 
went into the various charters, and tennre.s, many .serious and vexatious emharras.sment» 
by which tlie islands of Jersey and Guernsey in the way of their trade, llevtiiue wr.» 
were held by the crown of England, and certainly a good thing for a minister to look 
maintained, that the parliamen. of England to ; ancl smuggling was a very great evil, - , 
were not ciidtled to legislate internally for which required the grcate.st vigilance and 
those islands,*' which had alway.s internal re- exertion for ils prevention : but in this rase 
gulatioiisof their own. He dwelt veiy par- there were olher cousideralious also to !)« 
ticularly on the rights of the idaud of looked to j end first, whether ibis bill couKl ' 
Guernsey i and maintained, that lhi.s island be fail ly considered as a constitutional in- ’ 
having, as well as Jersey, been under the f.ingemcnt upon tlic alleged iiidepeiidencfe 
ilominion of the dukes of Nonnafidy, be- of those i»lancl.s inhabited certainly by a peo- ‘ 
hire the conquest of England, by William pie of a \cry ardcjit spirit, and who had 
I. and being (he, only part of the original pos- manifested tJieir loyalty and attachment 
ses.sions of that conqueror, now under the this realm, and to whom, perhaps, at this ’ 
Bril i?h crown, ihey had ns good, if not a particular crisis, it might not he allogclljer 
lietler right, originally to legislate fur Great wise to g!ve any feasible cause of iniutioii, 
Britain then, tl^an Great Britain had to legi.s- by the passing u J.tw which could net fail (o 
l^e for them. He then stated the length of operate vexation sly, if it was to have any 
time in which those islands had been in very speedy edi ct, and the raollv ;.s for 
possession of tliis-commerce, without which, which, the people on v\ hom it wouM o|m.'- 
they would, in fact, have no trade at all, rate, had not fully or tairly before tliem-: 
and be deprived of their subsi.*:(ence. Nei- and, secondly, whether in gra.q>ing at Ufo* ' 
ther wuuul it l»e ultimately beneficial to the ney, we .might not risk the loss ot the 
rwenue ; for, though the provisions of the lands. He was not going to quest iou al fhkfc' v 
bill woii-druirt tliose islands- for ever, yet the niomcTit the riglu of the country legislate’- y 
eventual elKct would be, that, at the return i for those i si niKi?, the riglA of ilie strong over 
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^tlte^mik. It Xq tjie prudence of 'the 
npooeeding at this particular crisis that liis 
i^bts were directed. He took sbaine to 
tliat he had not attended to the 
piirevious progress of llie bill, but he thought 
the objections to it were in no inconsiderable 
4 |igree increased, by the proposed law being 
Vkmght in as a clause in another bill, instead 
of being, as it ought, a distinct measure, 
oM being brought torward at so late a pe> 
tiod in the session. He was glad, however, 

. the right hon. gent had agreed to postpone 
lirocccding, but thought it should be to a 
more distant day. 

.The Clianciiilor of the Exchequer answer- 
ed* 4liat with respect to the right of a Bri- 
parliament to Icgisktc for thV>se islands, 
no doubt whatever could exist, as the 
right had been established time imme- 
nykQfial by usage r.nd precedent. He did nr)t 
necessary to go quite so far back, as 
ib^learned counsel in tracing the question. 

it would \yc found, on recurring to the 
.redk of parliament, in the reign of Edward 
the ITld. and to the statutes of queen Anne, 

• tbftt the British parliament had passed laws 
imposing duties on, and otherwise legislat- 
ing internally for those islands. That the 
act of habeas corpus, in the reign of Charles 
lit extended its operations to tho.se islands by 
name, in the same manner as in this coun- 
try, and that an act of the 2 d of George II. 
imposed a sixpenhy duty on ships in their 
ports, for the support of Greenwich hospi- 
to be collected by officers within their 
l^nds 5 and here again was internal legis* 
^ UtioD. The act of settlement also annexed 
ihosa islands to the British dominions, and 
.xequired that all civil and military officers 
^t))iii those islands, should take the oaths 
0i allegiance to the British crown j ihcre- 
Ibce. the question of legislative right was put 
all doubt. He was aware of the 
gent.’s obsen’atioii, as to the ardent 
of the inhabitants of those islands 
one was more jealous than the other of 
its arlstocratical dignity, on tlie ground of 
, high dcj^ceut, and that the other might feel 
jealousy on tJie score of what they called 
Xhe rights of fair trade j — very different con- 
struction, Ivjwevor, from that species of 
commerce, from what it usually bore in this 
. cumltry. How'ovcr, it would not be denied, 
Xbat rtfvenue was a maticr of mo.se material 
isoniideration to this country in the midst of 
, and w^hen it was rcpiembercd, that 

||tflt.jtf>ss of rf^\eniie occasiottKl to the coun- 
live ’srmiggliiig,, trade, carried on 
J^o^gh the mediiim'of these islands, was 


net trivial, but enorlnoasy lie trusted ffitt 
house would feel the necessity of adopting 
effectual checks for reducing the commerce 
of those islands to the same controul with all 
the other branches of his majesty's domin- 
ions. That the measure had not been dis- 
cussed sooner was not his fault : it, was intro- 
duced early in the sc-ssion, and priiited above 
a month ; there w^as a petition against it be- 
fore the house for a considerable time, and 
die parties were at liberty to come forw'ard. 
by their counsel, if they had so thought fit, 
in any former stage of the bill, without wait- 
ing to the very last stage. 

Mr. Grei/ coincided in the objections of 
his right hon. friend (Mr. Windham) and 
said, tiiere was one point urged by the coun- 
sel, which struck him as a circumstance for 
very mature consideration ; namely, that of 
bringing persons from 'wit hinthe jurisdiction 
of their own laws and go\'crnmcn t for crimes 
created by this bill, and trj'ing them before 
a British court and jury. He would admit 
that smuggling was there carried on to a 
most mischievous extent. lie lived on a 
part of the coast where he had opportunities 
of knowing the fact j but he thought it 
w’ould be wise to try if the evil could not be 
checked by other means, without resorting 
to a measure of this nature. Were it in 
time of peace, the only effect would rnost 
probably be to transfer the trade now carried 
on at thasc islands to the French coast 5 but 
in a period of w'ar, and when these islands 
were to this country so valuable as a com- 
mercial medium, no risks should be run of 
a loss infiiiitv ly greater than any benefit to be 
derived through the operation of this bilh 

Mr. Felhires allow’ed it was a* strong bill j 
but it was aiimitted by all who best knew 
the extent of the evil, that nothing but a 
strong measure could check it. 

Mr. tit urges Bourne tJiought it rather a 
strange argument to offer to a British parJia- 
nicnt, that the independence of tliose i.'.iand» 
was le?>s injured by being governed under the 
more arbitrary principle of edicts from tlie 
kingjn council, than ujidor the const! tut idn- 
.il protectio!! of a British parliament. \^4ih 
respect to the observation of the mem- 
ber who^pokc last but one, namely, tla?' 
bringing persons out of the jurisdiciion of 
Guernsey and Jersey to be tried in England 
for crimes committed within that jurisdic- 
tion, it was by no means intended by this . 
bill ; and if tlx/ clause was thought to be 
worded so as to convey tlint meaning, it 
w'ould certainly be modified, lor it was 
, meant that all crimes committed w Lthin those 
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gy teNyi N»U| gto w» » >g;«)i# tli* 

B)»iii^lMfi)te tb^lRrdslups, (at* 
iagiim^Uipmt^af prosomtioiM witB 


first 4ay of l^rch iioxt/ of certain 
engaged in tjbo ttrooiten man^tu 


^Mbt7a» OP Loana. engaged in the voolten manu&ctuw^ loKf 

praying that the same auy not pass 
Fnday, June2S. fawj andforteave to be heard by cq 

tMiNTO£s.3rTPtu-suant. to tlie order of apinst the same. The prayer of tte 
the dayi their lordships resolved into a com- tion was stron^y opposed by 
mittceof privileges, and lord Walsingham The . Duke oi wJ 


who obi 


having taken the chair, the solicitor general tliat witli respect to the laws which hafjK^ 
was heard at considerable length, in support passed relative to the machinery em{doyedi|| 
of the evidence adduced by the duke of Rut- tlie trade, which made part of the^jo^lt 
land, and on behalf of his title to the above tlie bill, it iniglit be desirable to. rbpea4%Yl|3 
barony, towards, his conclusion. lie said modify them. Ontliat, however, hernfm. 
he trusted he had made out to the satisfac- not then to give an opinion j but, wLtMST ' 
tion of their lordships, all those propositions gard to the acts, wdwclt audipriscd the ' 
that proved the noble duke to be entitled to tbreing penalties for the use of machinery iia 
the barony j that he bad always held- the the wwllcn trade, it was deemed expe^i^ai^ 
barony by tenure, being pos-sessed of the under the circumstances, to imspend|i«^ * 
territory by which it was constituted ^ that cutious, which might have arisen,-, hy " 

n barony, so held, could not descend to the iiual bill 5 and this mode of proceedings jkodt 
heirs general, except accompanied by the place for the (wo last years, that now befobot 
territory } and that he held it iinj ossible tliat their lordships \verit to continue that suspilBK 
the noble petitioner, lady Henry Fitzgerald, sion fora shorjt time longer, only till the.lil^ 
could support her claim. The chairman was of March next, as it was proposed, the ^ 
tjieii ordered to leave tlie chair, Tiie farther neral subject should be taken up early i»vS#'V 
consideration of the case was postponed, next session.. Were the present bill not till' ^ 
and the house resumed. — ^Tho bills upon the pass, an immediate burthen would bo. 
table were forwarded in their several stages, thrown upon tJiose it was meant to rehewiibt* 
and several bills brought up from the com- as tlie act, at pre.sent in force, would expitib 
mons, were read- a first time. — ^The lord on tte J st day of July. The boble didbk/' 
cbanccllor having proposed the recommit- moved tliat the bill be now read s secowi* 
nient of llie Stipendiary Curates’ bill, their time. 

lordships accordingly re.solved into a commit- * Lord Holland thought the usual practice?-i»f . 
tee on the same. Some furtlicr'^ alterations hearing petitioners bycounccl, should not be . 
^nd amendments were made, principally on departed from in this instance, 
the suggestion of the lord chancellor, and in Lord Hawkcsbiiiy stated the grounds 
tlie coarse df some di.scussion on the differ- di-»pute between the manufacturers and the 


^nd amendments were made, principally on departed from in this instance, 
the suggestion of the lord chancellor, and in Lord Hawkcsbiiiy stated the grounds 
tlie coarse df some di.scussion on the differ- di-»pute between the manufacturers and the 
eiit points between his lordship and tin' bi- workmen, to consist in the introduction; o£ 
sl|pp of St. Asaph ; after which the house machinery, w Inch was prohibited by variotti' 
resumed, and the report was ordered to be old statutes that had long ceased to beiNi^ 
received to-iijorrow. — ^llje Irish Cii il last fi^rced. It was a cjuestion of considt^llw 
bill, and the Poor Clergy Relief bill, seve- difficulty, w'hethcr these s ta lutes should ^ 


|aUv went through, committees of the \vhole wholly repealed, or how they might be soiv 
TOuse, and were ordered to be reported. — mgdilicd as to remove all reasonable f^onsidfr 
The second reading of the Irish Rcveiiuo of complaint on eiHier side. 


Regulation hiU was, on the motion of lord 
Hawke.sbury, postponed for three months. 


Lci\l JljUaml professed hinnclf to h^,sahj 
lisfn d with ih.; explanation jn^t given by hi^. 


The principal reason assigned by the noble j noble frit- nd, and said, he only regretted lliat ' 
secretary of state was, that con^enis-iloners the bill did not go to the total repeal of the. 
being appointed to enquire reguiany into^lhe slatute.s in question. ^ ' 

*^bject, affected by the bill, it would ha de- Tlie Lord Chancellor was at^rse t6 
sirable to. have the report of those comniis-' principle of suspension bills, and expt<ea»^j 
loners before parliament pre\ion3 to the his satisfaction at the implied pledge 


passing.such a bill as that in question. 


general subject was proposed to be 
[W-ooi.i:.bnManufactukf/rs’ Pbtxticw.] early in the next .session, ws.s a^sked 
“A petition was presented from certain i>ei*- the house. Ibe bill was tlien read a 
soair, whose namcii\\;ere ihereuntosubsci ibed, time and connnitted for tg-u.uiTow. 



m$ yA«LVi>B»js2^ 

[CokKuct of Judoi: Fox.]“Tbcir lord- 
riiips resdved into a commit! ee on the bill 
fetf continuing the proceedings in tlie case of 
Justice Fox, in the next session of par- 
liament. Some amendments were, proposed 
by the earl of Radnor, the principal one of 
which was in tJie pivarnble of the bill, and 
adverted to the act.i, with reference to whifch 
the house had j)n^cc:edcd in the case. To 
this no ohjeefioii ^ciiiied to be urged ; but 
the noble carl ]ia\ing, in the first instance, 
U) ins aiuendinenr, (‘ailed their lordships 
•• die house of peers,” the phrase was ob- 
jected to, as not the most proixT, particular- 
lyby 

. Karl Stanhope, who said they were not a 
house of peers, but a house of lords ; be- 
cause, for instance, the bishops were not 
peers, but lords of parliament. 

Lord HawkesLury had no particular ob- 
jecdon to the phrase, but tliought the appel- 
lation most fre(iuently used should be adopt- 
ed. This lie conceived to be the hrjusc of 
lo|»ls,” and such wording he had used in the 
Rrst instance. 

I’lie !^ 07 'd Chancellor thought, upon the 
whole, the term house of lords to be jircfer- 
able: In a legislative sense, the house col- 
lectively, was always termed, the lords 
spiritual and tempontl.” — ^I'he alteration in 
tne earl of Radnor’s first amendment was 
accordingly made, and the bill, after receiv- 
ing some furtlu'i* ameialments, was agreed 
to by the coiiimiUce, and ord<'red to be re- 
ported to-morrow. 

[Tk u ST JVI o N i K 3 .] — Earl Stanhope called 
the attention of their lordships to a topic, 
which, he conceived, strongly railed for 
mme legislative interposition. He alluded 
to the circum.slan<x‘ of monies being vested 
on tiTist to a cori'‘ldcT.ibic amount, with re- 
spect to wbi« b, ill cfaiftCijuemo of lni’»:t'e.'> 
becoming bankrupt, or (Ulierw i;a: failing in 
their circumstaiK cs, injuriv-i’s ('tVects nnglit 
fWiso. To prevent tJiese was tlie object of 
the bill he should pn po'-e, and which, in 
his own opinion, and in ffiosc of many j>ec*rs 
ho had consulted on the sribjcct, was very 
desirable. The bill was very shorty its 
loading provi.situi was, to enable the parties 
interested to petition the lord high cliaiicei- 
lor for the tim^ being, who was nutfioriscd 
by tlic bill to give the iiCTes-,ary ndief. He 
then presented liis bill, which was entitled, 

** an act for the better securing of lru^tlno- 
ptes.” 

U^he LordCha 7 y'r!Iorn\i!icrvc(:],\h:\\ though 
a^tll might be very short, a ”;re:if deal might 
be done V it. With re-pc» t to tiio legisla- 


tive measure proposed by the noble earl, he 
did not object to its principle, but imagined 
it might retiuire some amendments in its 
phrasciolog}'.— The bill was tlien read a first 
time, and ordered to be printed. *1 he re- 
maining orders of the day were^then dis- 
posed of, and some private business transact- 
ed ; after which the house adjourned till to- 
morrow. 


HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Friday, June 28 . 

[Minutes.] — M r, Dickinson, jun. pre- 
sented to the house, pursuant to their orders, 
copies of the reports which have been made 
to ihe navy board by the officers of the dock 
yard.s, on examining the Stelin .timber, 
which w’ts used (»n his majesty’s ships some 
years since by way of experiment to ascer- 
tain its durability 3 pud al.so, an account of 
sums paid for iTpairs of the ships thereiiv- 
mentioned, shewing to whom such sums 
were paid, and the years in which paid, to- 
gether with the price which (*ach of the 
ships would have co^t if built by contract at 
the respective periods 3 and also, an accoiiiU 
shewing the price of limber in the king’s 
yards on the 1 8 th of February 1801 , and 
the advances which have been si k c made 
thereon — the advaiilage.s given by the altera- 
tion in the mode of measurement and cpia- 
lider.tions aie sliewri in money; and also, 
an aerount of the prices given for oak tim- 
ber in a rough state, delivered at his majes- 
ty’s dock yaids 3 and also, au account of the 
(]ualific itions and prico.^ of sided timber. 
Together with a schedule of the said papers . 
and llio said schcdale w a^; rend, tlrdered, 
that the .‘•aid ]\'ipeis do lie upon tlie table. — 
Air. Stiirpt s Bonwie bionglit up the report 
iif the cninmitiocs on the act relative to the 
d-iiiic.-, on foreign crown and plate glas-j. 
Iajuvc w^■’.s given to bring in a bill for laying 
Ml additional duly of 2s. Od. a foot on every 
f('or, .sn];t'i ficial measure, of all foreign 
tough plate glass, and ground or polished 
plate or crown glass imp.orteR into Great 
Rritaiii 3 and also an additional duty of cug. 
toms (;f Oise .shilling on every loot superficial 
me IS. r ‘, oft iernia \ .sli m t gl i.ss imoorie.l into 
Grei|t Rrilaiii. — Mr. vSlurgcs Bourne reported 
from the committee of the whole Jion.se, to 
wlioin it vns rederred to consider of so much 
of an act, made in the d:{d year of his pre- 
.sent niajc.sty, a-* r ii.nrgcsa duty on hops, the 
rescdiuion which the committee had direct- 
ed him to leji-jit to the I10U.SP ; which* he 
nvd hi lii.s place, and uftervv'.irds delivered 'n\ 
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rijLdetlrmipeV^^ O^ted, > ® 
^ brpngBl in npon , the said fo^ohiUon f ' and 
thiat hlr. Sturges ^BcnmiCi Mr. Hitskbson^ 
^ttd 'Mr. Alexander, do prepare, and btii^ 
in, the sapjo. — Mr. John la^iche r^erted 
from the comihittee, to *\vhQ0' tlic to 
repeal several/ acts, pa^><»ed in the parliahieftt 
of Ireland, for regulating the baking trade 
m the city end county of Dublin, and liber- 
t^js thereotyiN^and for betted regulating the 
^id trade; and tor preventing frauds in the 
Iwingiiid'sdluig of corn,, was, committed ; 
that thwommituie had examined the allega- 
tion* q £ the .bill, an A found the same to be 
true j and that the committee had gone 
through the bill, and made sevt'ral amend- 
meats thereunto, which they had directed 
to report^ to tJie house ; and he read 
the report in hU place, and cflerwards de-^ 
li^rered. the^bill, with the aiueudments, in at 
the tabloj where the ameudmeuN were read, 
and agreed to by tlie house. Ordered, that the 
bill, .witli ilio amendments, Lc ingi*os.sed.— 
B^r. Blackburne, of Lancashire, according to 
order, reported from the committee of the 
• whole house, to whom the bill fo explain 
and amend an act, made in the last session 
of parliament, to regulate the importaiion 
and exportation of corn, and tije bounties 
and duties payable tlicfeon, was committed ; 
tlio amendments which the committee had 
made to the bill, and wliicii they had direct- 
ed him to fepoj’t to the fxf’use ; and lie read 
Jhe report in bis place, and afterward.'* dc- 
Hyered the bill, with the ameixdments, in at 
'fbe table, where the report w as rend- After 
4 long conversation, in which Mr. M*Dowal^ 
Mr, Fergusson, Bfr. Kose, Mr. Patteson, 
lord A. Hamilton, sir ^Jobn Sinclair, and 
Mr. Giddy, took a pair, an amendment wa.s 
made on the suggestion of Mr. M'Dowal, 
in clause relating to the mode of taking 
Jl^e average price for exportation and impor- 
tatiisi into Scotland, which now to be 
takep in virtue of tjie clause soamepded, 
jrom the average of the twelve maiikme 
,of England and instead t^f 

the sixteen pwrhjme districts of: jBn- 

; the bill was prderccl to ^tliird 

nifip on Monday -^Mr. Slierid^o . mbyed, 

^ Umt.thc orderpf tl^ecUy,.for 
wlveidtse^ into « . committee of ke yhole 


b;pe^ iipbls tljjtc bilt for settling and sectiring 


I, Samisiad te*vested in Uis 

\hy a»'«t % . the fifth ytaf oMjS''' 

i^ij, :hfi*|^w)vad. ' Mi. to wid, ^ 
coffld-fliot xoigo wto fije 

II, ®, h'ou8o>fiivid^Vto‘,goini^ iuto^he cto' . ; 

i»ittee,,50/ TJiehoiiue then ‘ 

went into the. co^ttteei The propp®^- 
compensation was iigteed to* and the iWnc. 
ordered to be 'received on Monday <, 
tkion of \Villiatn ' '{.inghain. the youiu^l4- 
wa.s presented tothchoo.se, and read 

titig forth , that, by an order of the h&ift^; 
made on the sceond reading of 'tbeingroaie# '( 
b.ll from the lords, ijitilified. An act fo’.diW! '- 
solve the marriage of ’William Lih^m, til#' 
younger, with . Eliza l.fogha^v^bk. now. V 
wife, and to enable him ’ 

tor other purposes therein siiei^U^. 
was ordered, that it be an instrticfion to the 
said comnnittee, .tlwt they do IjMr coufo*!. 
and examine witnesses, for the said ifittf 
atjd also^ thal (hey do hear connseJ, and eiei^. 
attfinOAvilnesses, against the said bill, 
parties concern«sii thuik fit to, be hearrf fe^" 
coumeli or produce witnesfses ; and that thi^' ' 
ixetitioner is infonnifj, and verily believ^^di , 
that the said Eliza Lingham is now, mid In tf V' 
been for upwards of tw^o years back, ill tlw> ? 
dommioiis of France; .niid rlierohit^ pr^y^ 
ing, lliat the sc.rviix* of tlio .said order, anf 
delivering a copy of the said hill,, td WifJ 
, Dixon, the mother of the said Eliza Lingl 
haniy and at whose lioui* the' aaid Elila' 
IJngham last i-esided in England, may be 
deemed as ed’cctual notice to the said Etissa’ 
Tsingham of the order of^the house, and of 
the time of iht^ commitment of the said bttf '! 
as if rl-e name haci’beeu personafly served 
the said Eliza Lingham. Ordered, that :<lio , 
sjiid i>ef ition do Ue upon the tobJe.— A: pe*. 
titioii of John Woodhouse, of Dmiglas, 
the Isle , of Man, in behalf of himself afU 
other hsheurers iiAhe wiid ishuid; was pn^*; , ^ 
.sen ted to tlie house, and read ,v setrtirig forth ■ 
[that, encouraged, by various acts .of; parha^"^ ^ 
ment, the petitioaer, wd-other firii cuivrs, 
lathe Isle of Map, Jiad invested a coxj^der'^ ' 
able .sun» in tUeimrchasc of* yeh-^iclsi; a^d ip-^ ^ 

Uitt buijding -of'^tiumerous and expen^^;^^' 

lioases nec^s^y.jfor the curing pf 
lyljthin the said/ Ule^ and;tiiat nn 
jiasscd; in the 2dtli year of hi.t presctxt; 

•J^tyi for tho'mure.edectuai ehcour^^l^i 'V ^ 
ypfv.’^the. ExitMi lislieries; and, 

S*'«utcd by 












trm ^19 in. th« liie of Man on fierringa 
dnred, either red <n: white ; but, a auV 
iR»qilent, diid» i[« contended, an improper* 
littterpretation of tlie act, it has since tluit 
time been discontinued to the former, and 
ill now caily i^id on lierriiigs cufed whi^, 
w*hich mtvee an object of comparatiyely 
3fmsdl importance, the principal curing in 
. tl»e island being red and that the payment 
Ctf die shilling bounty on herrings cured red, 
according to the legal requisites, has regu- 
iarly been made to the Liverpool and Yar- 
mouth iisheries, as also to the petitioner, at 
/ Port Isle Martin, in Scotland ; and that the 
intention of the legislature, that due and 
e(}ual encouragement with that granted to 
bis majesty’s other British subjects should 
, be given to the inhabitants of t)xo Isle Of 
Man employed in the said fisheries is clearly 
a^tt^essed in the said act 3 and that the pe- 
titioner obscri'cs, from the returns laid upon 
^0 tabid of the hopsc, that very considcr- 
' ^ ablo balances of the i\:vcnue accruing on 
jCQStbms, are now in the hands of the x*e- 
ceSver general, or others, subject to the disr 

g »ition of parjiatiienfi and that.tlie pe- 
loner has also learned, that the Duke of 
AthoU, by his petition of the‘2Qt!i of jNfarch 
last, seeks to obtain a further compensation 
opt of the surplus revenue of the I:de. of 
Man, on the grounds of alleged inadequacy 
' of price, for the rights ceded by his lamily 
' to the crown in 1 7^5 j and that the peti- 
tioner, on behalf of himself and others 
concerned jn the herring fishery, and from 
whom sucb botuities as aforesaid have been 
,with-be]d> begs leave to submit, that any 
such permanent appropriation of the surplus 
revenue, or grant of tJie present acCumu- 
Jated balance, might be subversive' of the 
claims of the petitioner and (Hiiers, and 
would be highly injurious to llie fisheries of 
the said isle ; and therefore praying, that the 
case of the petitioner and Jiis fellow suf- 
ferers may be taken into consideration, and 
that he may be heard, by his counsel, in 
support thereof, and agJinst tlie measure of 
. alienating any part of the revenue pf the 
. 'Isjeof Man. Ordered, that the said peti- 
tion do He upon; the table.-i-An ingrpssed 
bill was received from the lords, intituled, 
A? 5ict to vest the settled estates of John 
Hamtlton Fitzmaurice, commonly called 
lord Kirkwall, in the counties of Denbigh 
* . , and Flint, in trustees, in trust to be sedd for 
the payment of debt* aftecring the same, 
aisd^his ^lbersenled estates ; and after- pay- 
f ^ for the investment of lie fe* 

monies to arise by i 


the piirch^e of to be convey^ 

to the uses of the ' safd iet^ estates/ and 
for,^er purpPises therein i^ndoned,** 
rekd a ^ond time, and commiited.-*-*Mr. 
Cites presented to the house (according to 
Otder) a bill to alter and extend the provi- 
sions of the laws now in force for ikft punish- 
ment of the forgery of bank notS, bills of 
extebange, and other seoiritiesi to every 
part of the united kingdom ^ and the same 
was received, and read the first time, aiH 
ordered to be read a second time to-morrow. 
— An ingrossed bill for dividing and allot- 
ting lands in the parish of Snatewell, in 
the county of Cambridge, was * read a 
third time and passed. — A message was 
received from the lords, stating, that the 
lords have agreed to the bill, intituled, An 
act to indemnify all i>ersons concerned in 
advancing 40,0fX) jxounds to Messrs. Boyd, 
Benlield, and Company, in 179^, out of 
monies issued for uavai services j wdtbout 
any amendment;” and also, that the lords 
have agreed to the bill, intituled, An act 
to amend, and render more cllectual, an 
act, passed in the 42d year of his present 
majesty’s reign, for consolidating the prow 
visions of the several acts passed for the 
redemption and sale of the land tax into 
cnie act without any amendmenf. — ^Mr. 
WhitbrdLid, pursuant to his notice, moved 
for leave to bring in a bill to indcinnily Mr. 
Trotter, and such other persons wdxo had 
acted under lord Melville, when treasurer 
of lire navy, as may he called upon to give 
evidence on the impeachment, from any 
penalties that may attach to them frmti any 
share they may have Jiad in the transactional 
with respect to Avhicli they will be called 
upon to give te.stimon)". Leave given. — On 
the iViOLion of Mr. ttose, the hoiuse w'cnt. 
jnto a committee on the southern whale 
fishery bill. Mr. Barham w ished for a time 
to present a petition on behalf of certain 
Americans settled at Milford, hitherto pei*- 
mitl I as an encouragement .to pursue this 
fishery, to import the oil duty free, Mr. 
Rose and Sir C. Price contended that the 
privilege was abused, by importing the otl 
from America, and not deriving it from the 
fishery. After a few observations from Mr. 

' Sheridan, in support of Mr. Barham’s bb- 
servatigns, the house went into 9 commit- 
tee. Mr. ^aritam projposed in the com- 
mittee a. clause to continue toe indulgence 
grants/ to those Americans. The house 
the claim was negatived, and the 
ijvas>9fdercd to be received 
day. ‘ ■ ' * ' " ■ ' 







MijFM presented 9 puitm 
Jop<6^ (^^pfiixd in Cork gMti oocopkiioit^^f f 
various hardubiiM. Thepetklcw(4^5|>*W^i 
-—'To the honourable the coiwoim lit pal^in* 
ineni assembled* the bumble petition of WiJk pSaye'*b»biiNHJt>!j^ 

liam Tod|Uoneii Sheweth tW your peci- to talm U* ^ noo9juidbii:ion» 

tioner wal^rested in tl)e county of Cork* m gwnt ,him sflOb 09tB9sa for llio^beavy 

his bed, early in the morning ol the 2c>»h of mity be bae suen^yH^^ill dm iot$s of 

Juh, #803, by the rev. Wilium Stewart, andtime, of bealtbKyeimtaiio^ 

h^ur D uglas!>, and a numerous body of ary credit* as ur ita ji^eemem; benoy^'^ 

s >' iier\ , upon a warrant, as aJlfd^ed, of gen. knee may <|cem mcch-^xocir petUfoner 

W. M^crn but which warrant Dciirionn ever pray/ , l ^&^4 

never m v« That he was dttained one ntght Mr, w^i sucaHtbe facts aUedgcd liB 

in the military guard house of Bandon* and imtifjon were trvo» and be had eyery 

n^xt day under a strong escort* was lodged to believe tbeiD 80» tbat 00 good djipp«ui»pi^ ^ 

in the south gaol of the city of Cork* upon towards the people of Iiebno« no charaotli^} 



the provikst prison of the same city* end lodg^ wbkh that govcfninent was invest^ it ^ 
cd in tbr cinsc cusrody oi the provQSt martud* , 001 n^essary at tbja time to go mto the 
— That petiiioner was utterly dtnied the op. at large* nor was it imdessgry that the iketsi^ 
portum > of seeing his friend's, and that such alledged in the petiMoo should be, true in' 
as sought to «fc mm were repelled with insult their full extent (though be believed them 10;,^' 
and ill treatment, 'i hit his sister made re- be true in their foil extent*} to shew thecJM>j^ 
peated applications in vain for admission to treme hardship the petitioner* endured*, 
the prison; and a Mr. Goold a gentleman of was generally stated* and he believed ititTaiik^ 
re^pcctaSle cb-*factcr, ptofcrty, and unun- not oenied any where* that, an offirr hadbr^ ^ 
peached 1 )\altv, who heir n , iha^ p^,ci(iontr| made to this gemlemftn nx be at largn 
was severely indi po:, d, cdled to vioit him, England if he pleased 10 accept bh release on! I 
was in consequence of his v isit arre led, and j that condition* This o£r^ was a proof that ^ 
detained xn custody during the p r»od of six- nothing could be urgrd against him antOOUt* * 
teen days, — That s»^me tine af cf the com* j mg eventothepresumptum ofagiraveo^sttfrc* ^ 
mitcal of p titioner, he received from ihi It was hopeless to pro^sc to ahehouf^ 
light hon. William Wickhi tl en prir.dp.I into any inquiry imo the citcumsijstx^es 
b-*cretary to his exceJlenC) the carl of Hard- . this case. He should , only psovc* t&gt thp" 
Mickc, lord lieutenant ot inland, a tender of peVition do he on the jli)bTe^^and be rpcpm* 
hbcrai on, provided be would go to Kogland mended to bis majesty's government^ and if 
and remain there at large*-^T Mat >o«r peU- bo could he wcajd recommend, tt alsgf to the 
tioner conscious of the mostptirkctiiltiOcencp* Nord lieutenant of Ireland* to took into this , 
and considering that acqoicscehce in Mich g«hfclwwn‘i case and sitiiaiion; and eV^cn ] 
a proposal would imply gmlr, respectfully (tmilgtt ihc allegations of the ()etition should * 
declined it; at the same time tending to Mr. betceufate* to consider whether it waa^ 
Wickham the most ample satisfaction thatan wayrimubto»lo coniinve the hardships uoder 
unreserved examination on oath could aiF>rd, which he lab^mred. He understood that Mr* ^ 
and iiureatiiig a speedy trial, — I hat your ' Jonvs’s hea'th bad suffered material injury* 
petitioner has rc.ro lined evtr since in clo«e j and whatever ofilnee might be rmput^ 
custody* now fdr 20 months, sustaining all nsro, that was deserving of material coiuideu 
the rigour of a military provost* and added ration. He bop d those who had it to toitr ' 
to them* the unwholesome dampness of a new, po'^ver to give nSdress would glver^ttemioat 
undried nnd unfinished edifice* td the mace- this as well as to the ocher Uirciskiistapcea of 
nal injury of his health.— Thai tfHScrediion the case* 

of your petitioner* induced by the conclu- Mr, SUiridtin^ declared that the case ^ 
sions they drew of his danger or gml|S from submitted to the house was one of the 
so ngoYous an imprkonmenn and hb Mtal extraordinary Wdahips and oppression 
seclusion* bv order of the gcMvat*fistoitlieia which he evdr , knew an individual to wrawr 
and all his friends* 0ant6 doSTfi tipdd Mki in this etuphre. Hekitew that a great^tbji^e^ 
once with thnic demandv^to aaiis^ IvMch thd^allmtidnni«*weie true*, amif 
be relinquished to theid his tnodcurato incoiQtfj ^dofdd fate djfton hkga to 
VoL. Y* • ' ' ^ 
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to the light hofii gent. op{X)site (Mr. Pti t) to. 
take it under consideration. That right, hon. 
cent, would feel himself called on ^patdeu* 
larly in this instance, as the transaction had 
. origioated duripg another adnrintstrarion. 

Mr. Ftmtittart declared, chat he knew no* 
thing of the particular hardships that were 
. complained of in the present case— -But he 
' had no doubt that when the whole matter 
came to be fairly invntigated, the Irish go 
vernmenc would stand acquitted of anytbarge 
„ of severity or oppression.— The petition was 
then ordered to be laid on the table. 

[Nabob of Oudb.]’ — M r. Pau/l rose 
, and said, that as he had stated on Tuesday 
. last, when he was honoured with the attention 
' of the house, the nature of the charges against 
lord Wellesley, he should not on this occa- 
sion occupy’ its time. The titles of the papers 
would shew their impoitance, and how t’ ey 
bore on one of the articlrs ofeharg^j in fac« , 
they were rendered indispensable Irom what 
fell on Tuesday from the friends of lord 
Wellesley. He moved fur the following 
papers: * a copv of the mtnurch appointing 
major John Malcolm actiiiif, and aherwanls 
confirming hirn'in the < fBcr of prit^ace secre* 
aary to the governor general. Marquis Wd* 
kalcy, in the room of the hon. Henry Welles- 
hy', nominated lieutenant governor ol the 
ceded provinces;* also, ' copy of the minute 
appointmg cape. Shaw to succeed maj. Mal- 
colm in the siiuation of private secretary; 
with, the sums drawn for salary or <^scahlish» 
nient by those ofiicers respectively; specifying 
the dates ol such pa\ ments;* also, * copy ot 
the accounts of all sums drawn for salary or 
establishment by the lion. Henry Wellesley 
whilst lieutenant governor of the ceded pro- 
vinces; specif) ing the dates and places of 
payment, and the authority by which such 
paymenu were made; including the amount 
0f sums drawn as secret service money, and 
Other items under the head of Durbar char- 
ges;* also, * a list of the appointments of cfli- 
cers, civil, military, and medical, attached 
to the office of lieutenant governor, whether 
so secretaries or assistants, or as commanding 
. the body guard, their salaries, where pay- 
oUr, and the authority for such payments;' 
qilso, copy of all orders from the court of di- 
xectors or secret committee, (during the mar. 
qsiB Wclkslcy’s administration,} to the Ben- 
. ^ government, prohibiting the employment 
‘ tif persons not in the service of the company, 
excepting certain offices, about the person ol 
the governor general:— As far as kht-se do- 
ctmnta can disclosed without jpcejudice to 

>hlfy wjLi^ Pd$ he ponld assure 


the hon. genr. that Mr. Henry Wellesley 
never drew one sixpence of the public mesney, 
from his departure from Calcutta to this mo- 
ment, but his own ordinary allowances, and 
that he never disposed of a penny in & cret 
service, nor did any of the public rnonc) pass 
through his hands ; and as to his present ap* 
pointment as governor of the Oudie territory, 
it was mciely provisional, until the pleasure 
of the court of dirretors should b known. 

Mr Pauli in answer to w hat fell from the 
hon. reic tion of lord Wellesley, said he would 
content himself with ub^en ing tbar when the 
piapers were produced tb.«t hon. gent, w'ould 
find himself misrakeii. He hoped no un- 
necessary delay would take place in the pro- 
duction of the papers ; he wished n>embers 
to be in possession of them before the pariia- 
meni separa ed, that hon. g<n’leiien nirghc 
make.up their minds befort* their next meeting. 
He tiiisod and pCii that son.e p^rson of 
greater r»«leiv har he pruended to, would be 
found to tak«' up this iniportain busimss, and 
do It justice; bu'. should ihai not be -hr case, 
he plcilged hi.rstlf, however inadequately 
he felt lor such an undertaking, to bring ic 
again befere parliament, early in the l ext 
session.— The papi-rs moved for by Mr. 
Pauli were be laid before the 

house. 

Lord Castlt’nTtgh moved, that there 
might be laid h fore the house a copy of a 
letter writien from the sccre: cornwnpee of 
the court of directors of the East India rom<* 
pany to the Bengal governmciit, dated jqth 
November 1803, upon the subject of the 
treaty with the Vizier ot Cude, dated loih 
November i hoi . — Ordered. 

[Affairs of India.] — Mr. Francis 
called the attention of thu house to the state 
of the communication between the d>j(&renc 
presidencies in India and the court of direc- 
tors, or their secret committee, which is (he 
only lawful medium for official cummunica** 
cions between England and the company \s set- 
tlements in India. As far as he knew at pre- 
sent, we had not any communication in ex- 
istence. He understood, indeed, that there 
was not to be any budget this year; and ac- 
cording to lord Casclcreagh, it .was possible 
tliat the dispatches might have been inter- 
cepted by the French. It was also possible 
that they were not ever sent, because they 
might terrify thoae who were most deeply in- 
terested, B(\d who now were unacquainted 
with the state of our affiiirs in the east. 
asked if it was tight that information should 

withhekt from parliament and the public, 
which was in the poisession ol the french f 
we wete no# in Jnae.i and y^ we bad 
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hot* any sfarcmcnt of reccipw of dWMirse- 
itiehfs from Iiidia Ulet thdo March 
One reason most prohllbly was, that Hie debt 
ill India iiras nearly doubled, hy means of the 
system of aggrandisement opoti which they 
aTeertled to act. Howorcr, it had been stated 
by the dj^ectors^ that, notwithstanding the 
additional imposts* which have been laivl on 
their articles nf merchandise, the trade of the 
company during the last \Var had flourished 
bievond example. But with such a flourish, 
ing trade on one side, and rhe vastly increas* 
fed teriitorial revenue of from lo to 15 mil- 
lions on the other, they have not been able to 
htakeso inconsiderable a compensati m to the 
public for the renewal of their charter for 
twenty years as half a millibn per annum. 
This general outline of the appearance of 
their firsances may in some measure account 
for rhe want of present information, in the 
hope that som-thinl? more favourable may 
happen which would change the aspect of 
their affairs. Such a line (A: conduct, ho w- 
citer, in his opinion, ought not to be sanction-^ 
hd by parliament, and he thought he should 
do hh duty as an independant member of 
that house by endeavouring to obtain for the 
house and the public such information as ap- 
pbared to him to he Ht^^Rteinjrnost immedi- 
ately wnn'ing. He thS^jl^^’^oved • that 
there be laid before the house an account of 
the dates of the latest dispatches received 
fVorh the government of Beng tl, In the poli- 
tical or general department ; and al^o an a<> 
count of the dat^s of the latest disparches 
irfcveit'cd’^. from the several presidencies in 
India, In the revenue department, and inclos- 
ing the annual accounts of the rec^dprs and 
dfshursemen's of the said presidencies respec- 
tively/ , 

Lord Casflerengh said the hon. member I 
must be aware that it it was impossible that ( 
the exp Bces of the o.ic war (tl;at with HoJ- 
kar) to which he alluded, could have nearly 
doubled the debt of the company. The 
cause of the want of inrclligeocc from India 
he could not positively explain; but as far 
il reasoiiable epnjeerttre cbuld lead him, he 
hfld slaied on i former liight, namely, the 
pfbbability' of those dispitchw bdin^ on 
TOard the packet which had been taken tn 
the gulf of Persia ; this idea was sttengthen- 
dd by other dispatchd) from itia^rqu^a Wcllea- 
Icy, making a reference to fbtmbr dispatches 
Whibh ate known not to have been r^bafved. 

the hon. ^fttleiflen had entered itmtb 
minutely inCg me disbo^ston of the atititjijr 
the Coni pa n^ afikifs than hbaholdd think it 
ftecessary it pteseric to fblloiw err tb anthmr. 
But he must oteanrb that Ih^ chihpan^ irktt 


not botmdfy th 

proceeds of, their teyenws, i&c/ ’»hottld^i 3 ^b‘^ 
something ^{md tW extent of halfainilfioaL; 
AnA theexpencei 

near a millfbo' mmually, which every EuMT 
pean warbrotighe m k was to fisiii;rw» 1 
ther a matter of surprise that so much ha4 
been already paid Id the public by the hmi* ^ 
company. As tfie noble lotd did not srato 
any objection to the pfddactionof (he papeta 
moved' for, the motion; was immediiteljr 
agreed to, 

[Smuooliho Prevention 
The order of the day being read for w!- ' 
suming the debate on the smuggling preven* 
(ion bill^ 'SO far as concerned the ulands ^ / 
Guernsey and jers^, ^ 

The ilhMnctlkr pf the Esecheguer pfbpcsef 
an amendment, which he hoped would to 
away the ^cipal objection pflered to thn 
bill last nfght, by recogniaii^ the inrenuil 
jurisdiction of those islands, and clearly en-* 
acting, that crimes against this bill, commitw 
tedwtrhin that jurisdiction, should be tried 
there 5 referring, however, any decision with 
respect to seizures of contraband goods, to 
the tribodhl in England, whem all such ques« 
tions most be referred, namely, the court ~ 
exchequer. Still, however, he apprehended 
there were many precedents to uphold the 
right of trying (Arsons in England for crimes 
committed in those countries. But without . 
at all pressing that right now, he wished to 
coflsult the feelings oi the inhabitants of both 
islands, and to urge nothing unnecessarily ; 
but as to the right of legislation for tho^ 
islands, the precedents he named last night 
placed the question beyond all doubt. 1'he 
right hqn^ gent, concluded by moving hta 
clause. 

Mr. Grrjf said; that counsel had been heard 
at eonstderabte length agaloAt this bill; and 
thflt they had produced a number of charters, 
by whibh the island of Guem'sey was allowed 
to legislate for itself ; he therefore thought it 
necessary that matters should he examine inw 
CO, before the bill would beenme a law. He 
allowed that it could not be dispited, that 
smuggling wak' a very great evil ; but then it 
was carried on from many other parts besides 
Guernsey and Jetsiy, so that, even though 
this bill was passed, to Enraggfipg trade 
would be as extensive as it was^ before,. and 
these people would be dissattjjfied' and dta*. 
contented, etvntei^ing that their rights hill ^ 
bsen encroached ppon* M ; 

Mf. Stthff* Eimnu was confldetjitj^^^hltr ; 
whan hon. members talked of a ^ 

partial evil, they could not ht bwahi. of 
toi^ooi detent to whii:h me 



^ this country were injured by the vessels having liquors on bci^rd in contraband 

* trade from those' islands. He was^ aicn^r packages* and ibund hovering or sailing to 
afraid to state h with any hope of credibtltty. and fro, and not proceeding on their vovages. 
It was a loss to be stated rather in milliom wind and weather permitting. But with re« 

. than in thousands ; e»tiniating it ac the dkities spect to the argument of the independence of 
payable on foreign spirits, it was at least those islands upim the realm ol England, 
. from live to six milUons; and at the rate upon the ground that they were annexed to 
paid on British spirits, from three to fonr the crown of England by the Norman con- 
millions annually. SufelVt then, this was quest, as an inheritance of the duke of Nor- 
an object of importance; as well with respect mandy , he begged to remind gentlemen how 
to revenue, as to . the protection of thc’lair that ficr stood : Robcit, duke of Normandy, 
trader. quarrelled with his brother Henry the First; 

Mr. Wm^ham said; that from the argu- they went to war; Robert was conquered ; 
merits of counsel, it certaioly was a doubt- and his dominions, by right of this new con- 
ful question; whether this country had a que.<>t, annexed to the Briti>h crown : so that 
right to legislate for Guernsey and Jersey, or there was an end to any claim of indepen- 
not; he therefore thought it was most irn- dtnee on that ground*-— I'he clau>e was then 
portant, that an invesrigatton should take brought up, read, committed, agreed to, re- 
place. There were also many reasons could ported, and added, by way of rider to the 
ne urged, which placed the bill in a very bill, which was read the third time, passed, 

^ questionable point of view: one of which and ordered \o the lords. 

was, that it was to last only during the war. [CAseoy ColontlCociir ane John- 
• He hoped, therefore, for these reasons, that stone.] • General FitzpatrkL — I rise, sir, 
the measure would be well considered. to mention a subject on which it is my in- 

Dt. Laurence expressed his apprehensions' tenrlon hereafter to submit a modon to the 
of the mischiefs to which this country 'would hou^e; and 1 wish to take the present oppor- 
be exposed under the operations df this act, tunify of doing so, because it relates to that 
in the latitude it gave to our commanders' to military administration which is to form part 
visit all vessels found cruizing out at sea, of the business of;fi^& day's discission. The 
within two leagues of those islands; and present advanced swe of the sessions will 
seizing such as they should think fit to deiio- preveni my bein^ able to bring forward any 
minatc hovering smugglers. Was it not ob motion, though I wish it much. It is, liow- 
vious that, in time ofpeace, numberless ves- ever, a subject of such extreme importance, 
scls, under neutral colours, would, in*the that it is necessary for me to take some no- 
course of their voyages to other ports, pa<ia tie;: of it. The house may be assured I shall 
ijiadvertemly within the limited distance of state it in form on a future occasiop, and as 
chose islands? Might they not be driven there early as possible. The subject cortcists of a 
inevitably by Vtress of weather? And would very gross and alarming evil; one which, 1 
it be reasonable that every ship ia-^sucli cir- apprehend, has but lately crept into the ad- 
cumstances, freighted in a manner not con- ministration of the military law of this coun- 
formable to this act, with which they had try. I trust, the practice to which 1 allude 
nothing to do, should be seized as a lawful is an innovation of not many years standing* 
prize, and carried to the next port, and thjeir ,1 am informed it is. It respects the execu- 
ownem involved in tedious law-suits, loss, in- tion of the duties of the office of judge advo- 
conv^icnce, and vexation ? Would it not cate general of the army. 1 find, that under 
•amount to a declaration of war upon all na- the present practice there is in the office of 
tfoor* whose vessels might thus fall within » judge advocate the assumption of a power 
the grasp of our craizers for an extent of which I conceive is not consistent with that 
three hundred leagues of coiut? If for no office^ and not warranted by the laws and 
. other reason, then, than the risk to which it coristitution of this country. Every gentle- 
would expose dihis country in quatf^s with naan who hears me knows how great the ex- 
other nations, he should deprecate the biU 'tent of the royal prerogative is with respect 
as^itftOH^ stood. 

The Auarney General answered, that the 
desigAariqnof Ships so seizable was not left 
: so lOo^in the bill, as to gsveah;o{qportanity 
Tor aueh tktnsecmedces iis those^atated by the 
" bpq, iod Itamed geor* ^ The prinei^ of the 
nothing moft than that of tnebover- 
acesi as' old almost at tbcxeveauo jMIfr 


to tne^ military government. i*.very one 
knows the power of his majesty to dismiss, 
without a court martial, any person who 
beats a cennmission in the army. I should 
he the last man to call in ques^n the royal 
pretogarive, but 1 am sore no man will con- 
tradict mo when I say, that a prerogative of 
•oeb extent ought to be exercised under the 



Jaw places in liis majesty tljc right of confirm- me to siy a few words resj^ecting jho tuno ■ . 
ing or remitting their sentences, hut I do at which it h iotrodneed i anci certainly, «ir^ 7 
not believe that the law or ihe cohstiiurion I do feel that, I should JiAve great reason tof 
of this country couK! ever intend that the apologize lo tho'lioi^se,- if 1. was conscious, 
officer of the crown, in the exercise of such that. any oeglect Of, lemiasness on my pars* 
a prerogative, should be the judge advocate had been the. cauee otpostponing lo so late st 
of the "army. 1 bcl[icTe he is at present the period of the session, the discussion of ^ sutu 
.sole adviser of the crown ; I believe that this ject, which, in . my, opinion, is,^ beyond^ all 
practice has prevailed only during a part of othi^rs, the most important that it is possible 
the time the right hon# baronet has been in for parliament to deliberate upon^ But, sir^ . 

* possession of it. Formerly the transmission I am not conscious, and I hope the booaie . ’ 
“^of sentences of courts martial was through will acquit me of any such culpable neglect* 
the office of the secretary at war^ The se- My absence from parliament in the carltec 
cretary at war of course bec,ame responsible part of the session .was occasioned by a cir- 
for the advice he gave.- With respect to hls’ cumstartcc which, if I was to explain it, the 
decision, I am not sure that I think that was hogse I trust would have the good nature ta 
sufficiently solemn for a decision on so im- admit as a sufficient excuse. After my rc- 
portant a point, I canrtot conceive why the tafii,Uoat no lime in giving notit^ of this 
lives, forruncs, and characters of his ma-. motion; and in calling for the paj^ts that 
j..*sry*s military officers should not be entitled appeared necessary to the investigattoii of the 
to as solemn a consideration a» those of every subject, 'Fhe production of thew papers has 
other subject in the country. , Every one been attended with delays far beyond what I 
knov/s that chose important concerns, as they> had any reason to expect. Some of them* 
affect other classes of hls majesty's subjects, whfeh vv^e, not printed till Monday, were 
are decided by his n^jesty in council. I then found to be ineoriecC; and other no* 
think the same solemMg ought to bcob- cessary documents were not laid on the table 
Served with regard to tf^fcfttences of courts till the day -before yesterday. Without, 
martial; but chat will be a (question for fa- ihercforc, imputing blame to others, 1 have 
Cure consideration. That this practice does a right to assert thst none can be attributed 
prevail, and has been attended with great to me. But although I am conscious that 
hardship to individuals, I shall be enabled the very long delays and frequent postpone*^ . 
to bhevv in a case that has lately occurred, ments of this motion have not been occasion* 
and ha%^spread the greatest alarm throughout cd by any fault or neglect of mine, 1 do 
the whole army : 1 allude to the case of Co^ the less sincerely lament them: for even if 
lonel Cochrane Johnstone; a ^ntleman who, my first object, namely, a committee of the 
after a trial by a court-martial, and an ho- whble>house to examine into the state of our 
nc.urnble acquittal, has, at the insrance of military esiaWishmcnis, should now be at- 
tlr* judg“ advocate, been exposed to the taj ned, it coilld -hardly be expected that, 
ivdtK's and punishment attendant upon gnuf. ivichoot protracting the session far beyond 
'riiis is what I shall submit to parliameat, I its.evpecJCed.dnration, it should immediately 
nm avvarc that an appeal frnni the sentence of produce the whole of those beneficial conse- 
any court-inartiai to tills house is a ddiuate quencca which might have been expected 
question; but in the present case the appeal from it at an earlier period of the year, 
is in favour of the court-martial, and seeks Mam important reforms and improvemeata 
redress against the effects of undue iofiucnqe. might, however, be. introduced into our mi<« 

1 beg pardon 'for dwelling so long on the litary system even during the- present year, 
subject. 1 have risen to. give this notice, without any' materially inconvenient protrac* 
and I shall bring forward the motion early tion of the session ; although to remove all 
next sessions. It will consist of two branches; the defects which I think t see in it, and to 
one will be a complaint against the Cxctrcise introduce ail the improvements which appear 
of the office ; the other will refer 'W & to roe to be necessary, v^uld certainly be a . 
means of defining the power .of the cijfifeer, work of considerabid* time, and ono^ tbar 
and will suggest some provisions as ^ the would reqai^;#ll the collective wisdom of 
manner of his conducting himself in fotdrg.' the house. IV bouse indeed has lately been 
State of the Axsty; ^ told, though I own it was rather in a snetn^ 
Colonel Cmtifurd rose to hSs^. pro- manner, by a right hon. gent, on thd opffesfife 
inised motion, and spoke as follow# side, that from me they might expect this 
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advice ofrcspondble ministers. Tlic fewofi Before I enter upon the disepwion 
thisicouncrv enables his majesty to appoicK pics con with the .motion of which Tv- / 
r-fiiim marrial for miliiafv offences. The haye ijiVen notice, it is perhaps natural for 
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those (iiisasters wM^h have been foretoM as 
the probable and natural cbnseou'snce caf our 
dcfipctive militaiy mtem, mcnr minds have 
beedrae tired of comemplatiiitg ihe nature 
a#d teiicKncy of a cotjMt hitherto so barien 
of events, and the pirmic is less alive than I 
could tvUh to see it. to the real situation of 
the countr^r, tmd to the dangers with which 
^*0 are menaced;— dlangers. which have ra- 
pid!)’ cncrea^d under (he right lion. gent, 
and hvacoileagnes, and the rt:a!ity df which, 
will, 1 fear, be too Foliy proved by cxpctienrc, 
if we do nbt speedily ado|Vt some more eftec-^ 
tnai means of avtrtii^ rhem.-^fiut, sir, if on 
the dhe hand 1 come to ^is dtscossion under 
considerable disadvantages, on the other hand 
£ hkve rdison to cbogtamlate myself on the 
Angular good fbf^une, that in proving that 
which I wna most de^ty i^3pre^scd with. 
tittmdv> the dbfhetiveiv^ss and incfficacy of 
the rt^t hoih.getxt. (I$fr. Piti'a) military 
adminisVraHoh, 1 shall at the same timb prove 
tie the houMC that my motion is entitled to 
M support: and I confess, sir. that what I 
am mainly anaiens to establish is. that the 
right hon. gmt. consistently with tbe prin- 
ciples On which he acted months ago, is 
absolutely bound to j^ssent to this motion; 
for if I can esrabb^^that point, the reason- 
ableness of my plr^osition will then stand 
upon grounds far stronger than any argu- 
ments that I can adduce, namely, upon the 
united amhofitie^ of those two dhiingnished 
members on this side, who formerly made 
similar motions, and of the right hon. genr. 
who h«s SO great an influence .oo the other 
side of the hnuse. My anxious desire to 
stefcted in rty prcsetit motion, will therefore 
induce nte to go into some details (1 hope not 
very ftdiona ones) in order to shew that the 
present state of the army, as compared with 
rhe struatinn of the country, and the circum- 
^nces of the war, renders the intcrfcricncc 
of the wisdom of parliament, for the purpose 
of iihprovtng our military system, far mote 
ned^ary now, than itWis at the time when 
thaa rt. hon. gi:nt. (Mr. Pitt) 'so strenuously 
supported the motion of ihehoh. gent, below 
me (Mr. Fox.) In order to sliew that the rt. 
hon. ient. is bound to give ihevtt least ah 
oqnal d^tee of support on the present occa- 
titm. It u .iteecssary that I should enter into 
an exaibiiiatibn of the changes chat have in 
the libA cinhb taken place in the general 
relitmsitnallbti of the contending powers : 
And'tn pursctlng this enquiry, it will be 
na^ohil ' m to ..make some remarks upon 

thole patiQKjiri the right bon. geut/s adminis- 
tralttm drl^Hih are tOttoected with. Or have 
^ded 10 prgttoet these changes | beginning 


day to have detailed to them a milirliy i^s- 
aem ao complete, and so per^ct in all its 

C irts. that this gimar question, whibH has lo 
ng engaged their most anxroOs ^rrentfkns 
and solicitade. would now be sbt It ttttt for 
ever, and that from henceforward it would 
never again become necessary for them to 
lake it into consideration. But the house, t 
imagine, does not expect quite so muth; 
and 1 cercafniv am not, and nevef have been 
acruftced by anv such prUsumix^UOus, sblf 
sufficient estinn^te of my own abilitka ; hXveV 
Jess rhan on the pit»ent occasion. Whatever 
diffidence I may liaVe felt WhUn a Sbnscof 
duty has Induced me to take a part in ferHter 
dtebates, 1 to-day fed a tnoim than ordinary 
distrust of my ability to acquit nVyself, W|tn 
any degree of credit, of the task Whfch I 
have undertaken. I Wish, however, mt Id 
he mfsonderstood aS tb the esnkes ol' this 
diffidence; and 1 beg to assure the gUntfeoWb 
opposite to me, that no part ofit arises AM 
any idea of its being difficult to point tut 
the defects of out present military system, 
and the gfaring absutditieu of chat j^tt of 
it in paiticular, of which his pre^ 

sent chancellor of the exchequer iafhe author. 
The latter would hidved be a dCghee df mo- 
desty fer beyond any to which, in repdliug 
the charge of presumption^ 1 shall pretend to 
hy claim. But 1 do ml t^ greatest possible 
diffidence^ whrn I cOlssidet that the subject 
which I am. about to discuift, fiA* at no very 
great distance of time been twice brought 
forward, nearly in a similar manner, by two 
o( the most disttfiguished mcmlfeiii of this 
house;— at the close of the Iwit lesrion by in 
hon. gentteman (Mr. Fox) whose talents and 
abilities may be ^sider^ as^the brightest 
ornament of his country, ahd ill the pieseht 
session by my right hon. friend (Mr. Wind* 
ham) whose great and culiivated genius, 
amidst the muUifiirious elects Which se em- 
braces. has in a very peculiar degree, been 
direct^ to the investigation of obr military 
wsiem. and. of whom 1 can My with stneerity. 
tMt of all those who have spdten^ wrkteil> 
or With whom 1 have celiversed upon the 
subject, tie is the man whose ideas ari^Jn my 
oidmon, tbe most Inst, thefeostacctm^^' and 
tim most profound. To foUdw puch itai as 
these, even at this distance ^ tlilie> I fe^ 
indeedt a grrat disadvantage to myselfj^r- 
aonallyi but these is atioiher of a jsfore 
aerfcma patuae under febicii 1 nbw bbdur. 
iud -I sincerely dtploioi,' Mdg k dts- 
not alfeeriog mo a^ly, but the 
t wbkh I am eogigedii V^tline*fi 
[ the war having now gone oa lO louf 
our having yet eapesiodeed kny gi 
w 
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tvith tbat clii$s his m^suies wbich has h^d 
the ^ct gF adding to ph^csicat force ati4 
active hostility ol the eoeenv, and then pyg* 
ceeding to thosa> ii‘ ^y» b^r which he has 
cncreased our ovy® means of 'cflrcetive,,or de^ 
fontivc wir. The object ioA the Xfisolt of 
this investtgatioo will be to pfove that the 
situation ot the country U more daogerpus 
auid critical now, than it Was at that time 
when the right hon. grnt. voted and spoke 
in support of d motion for a committee of 
the whole house to ei^uire into the ^aie imd 
adequacy of our military force* In making 
out this case. 1 shall as much as poiaihle ah^ 
stain from all disputable assertions and. vague 
conjectures of what may be the precise nsr 
ture ol jhe enemy’s dittigm, chiefly conflning 
myself to incontroveftil)k« statements of fos 
augmented means of giving eflSsct to a sysr 
tern of general and active, hostility : and 
from this statement it will app^r that our 
situarion is inflnitely worse th^n it waatwelve 
months ago, both in consequence of the vei^ 
disproporiionate encre^re which has uRen 
place in the forces of the contending imwers^ 
and dsQ in consequence of. the discrihutioo 
and use which has bedh msde of cheseTorces 
on either side* The house will . probably 
anticipate me in stating that the first great 
object to be adverted to ih this comparison* 

is, the war with Spain. I^pecting tlie jus* 
rice of it, I shall say nothing, as that would 
be, in a great measure, foreign to mv argu- 
ment; but it is.perfectiy relevant, and closely 
connected with my present purpose, to say a 
few words respecting its policy or expediency, 
and the consequences which it has Reduced. 
For if the consequence of it has been that the 
enemy'a strength has, wtehtn the Iasi year, 
been aug ent^ in a far greater propprtion 
than ours, th n it most naturally foUo^r that; 
our military force is, in a greater d^ree^ 
inadequate to the general, purposes, bt the 
concept in which we are engaged than It was 
last year; and ccaseqqently that a parltamen* 
tary enquiry into the causes of that inade* 
quacy and the means of correcting Jt is more 
necessary now than it was then* T#a^mast 
he equally adntuted to he the fact, even iMi 
should be,conten4kd that the Spamsh wjpr 
was inevitable, chough the obligatton on the 
light hon. gent,, will of enuTse hr still 
stronger, if it should appear (hat, a^dif*; 
fereni line of conduct, hemj^bt have adojded! 

it. I am desirous. of touchipg upoa t|d||^t 

of the suUect as cuifsorily ai possibles in 
ulkiog of thgelSects and ^ ^ 

SpaoiA war, one cannpt help say^^^arfoW 
words respeedng, the extraoraina^anA^dit* 
gfacafgi cttcymsfooffi whhl|» jauBediakly 


* . ■ . • , ■ V 

pffceded It t .iha former hare indeed* sn jip 
inconsiderablt d<^roe, arisen out pf the lai!r 
ter; and. A" ifWo? they so naturallf 
cprinect themselves sft; one’s mind, that it is 
eatremely diffiaajMP ergqe trom the ono* 
iviihontsUghfly homing the (ither. i wi||l 
admit th%t the Spanish governmeat has ^iveig 
us sufficient grpund|.f^dec!aciog waf^ if am 
thought it our to do so : I will adr 

lUM, toaj, that there appealed to. be a great 
probability that they whld be forced into a 
rupture with us,' whenever France shnafd 
df^m it to be, on ihe whole, materially 
vantageous to her, aod^ouid nor flnd herf*. 
seif resirain^ by afly important considern<^ 
tians from iiiMsting upon it: under these 
circumiliances it. waSrOpcessary for us to ps^ 
paceottts^ves for the.evenu but, sitpared an 
we were, it was :at the same time in the 
hfgl^t degree inenepbenr upon hb miijesry’i 
minisiecs to endeavpuy, as long as U tmould 
be possible, without dishonour, tp persevere 
in such ^ system of mod^'ratfon and forbwi* 
apee as should Rl^kp it difficult for (hoeneasy 
tp find a suitable occasion fori^ ruptuiew 
And I really chat, if we had sbsiained 
foofo thetMnsulung and impenous conducts 
and from chose outrages and ditgrac^ul actf 
which were the foreruoners ofthedeclarar 
Uqa of war, if we had conducted ourselvea 
with the . Qipderation due to a brave aud 
honourable, bu$ unfortunate nation, the waf> 
might at least have been deterred 
French and the Spanish governments might 
then have doubted, whether the Spanbb 
Dgtip.n. affitctied. as b had beep, and still 
was, by the hand of Providence, labouring 
as it still was under the dreadful caUmitiei 
of that peicileutia) disease which has com? 
milted such ravages in that nnfonunate coun* 
try, and of scarcity amouming almost ta 
famine, 1 say, sir, the government of France 
and of Spsip might have doubted, whethec 
under these circumstao^s the Spanish na? 
tion would have submitted to having tfif 
additional cafomiiy of war wantonly forced 
upon them, without any agression from us* 
or any. posaibitily for their goveroment tp 
justity the measure as necessary, for the pre? 
servation cMbcr of their interests oi iheif 
hp^nour* Thus, by pursuing «a judicious and 
nioderatg conduct, we shouhl have had good 
teajm lot hope that the period of a ri^iuio 
with Spain would at least have boeujdefenvidl 
and Ms nwicsty^. minisicrs, who^coAteod 
(wforthes juidi or not is inMoaterial to cM» 
vjs^ of the that borh our navy and 

amy are foe intte of progrcsiivo cociemei 
must susvty adnidt, that, suuaied aa w were* 
Rur cm supposing 
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. tbe, w^r co«ld not have been either av^f^etj 
of postponed ; even supposmg >>wt 
could nave* prevented France from making 
use of the ports« the arsenal and tli^ sfadpa 
of Spain ; yet there is one inost .poWermi 
element of war. which* wicbobt the aid of 
bis majesty’s ministers* France could n<H 
have obtained* 1 mean ^e hearts of the^Oi^ 
^ ple» Force might have added another nation 
. lo the list of our enemies^ bu^ it woutd have, 
been an unwilling enemy* breathiii^ >more 
bosrility against France- who had driven them 
into the war* than agailwc, us who had done 
them no injury and them J )0 insult- : 

whereas now* if there remains 4 single spark 
of > Castilian honour and pride ib their 
breasts* they must burn with the, desire of 
revenging the insults and outrages which on 
our . part preceded the deckration of urar. 
And* sir, I think it will scarcely be urged 
that this diderence in the fttdings: .of the 
Spanish nation, respecting, the cause which 
has involved them in bbsiilitjes with us* I 
think* I say* that this difference of feeling 
will not bo consfdercd as a trifimg or nnins* 
pomnt featare in the war*. by4hase at Icsil 
from whom on the occasion of oiA' last ftip- 
• tore with France* we heard so much of the 
great advantage ' resulting from the expert* 
mental peace of Atniens* the advantage* 
namely* that from the proved imppssibilijty 
of peace without dishonour* gOvernmiOi^ now 
, had the hearts of the people with them in 
this new war. That advantage the Spanish 
government now has* and for that advantage 
they may thank the right bop. ^ntlemau. 
But is this all ? no sir riot only have wc 
roused the active hostility of 'a high-minded 
nation* but we have forfeit^ thegqod'oph 
Dion of those who were ouc frieb.(^t^Siich 
ate the efFecis of that oariow and disgrs^fitf 
. policy which dictated the order for the atta^ 
of the Spanish frigates. Bur* sir* ekhongh 
in speaking of the Spanish war it w^impos* : 
rible for me not to nbtsoe the circotttata^es' 
which preceded it* ,and< the:lnahlM^r in which i 
if- was commenced ^^ydt*. with the 
which 1 have introduce. thw\ 4 Jtibject^ the 
main question undoubted]/ is: whelhefOuf: 
situation is better or worsen thjm n.ifA bc^ 
fbie that war was under rakehi^li^o 
shew the home thnf;^^ the 
posite to me (Mn/Pht/ir 
, aia^ncy*to assent Nto my I 

' ^ ^bd^ajouring <» 
rfbewphe so strediiqjBsl/ a^bi^nictided a! 
similaf "^^ncpilry * thg ' ,/ot; f ^has 

greatly enurea^. . ^Tbk pt^irion^ db* 
simus of ;sb{#frRtt : 1 a \lie 
picj and iimisputaDle jn 8 |mmr» napely* by 


prpvihg that* during that period* the ene- 
my's forces have been augmented in a far 
greater proportion than our own ; that the 
hitter are consequently more inadequate to 
the services likely to be required of them 
than dicy were when he thought rhe interfe- 
rence of parliament necessary to enquire into 
the state of our military establishments ; and 
that the Spanish war in which be so precipi- 
tately engaged is one great cause of this ai- 
crease of- our difficulties and dangers. The 
question*, therefore* op which' we are at is- 
in; this part o£. the discussion, is* arevid 
tn,^ b^ter or worte situation than we were 
betbi^^e'went to war with Spain ? His ma- 
jesty’s ministers say, the former. TJicy con- 
tend <tbac the actual and effiective pqwers of 
our eiiemy has-been rather. crippled and di- 
mtfuished.tban encrerised by the Spanish war : 
^bejcausc* ftjr:;* riwy^ Spain was supplying 
.France widt iihmense sums of money ; wo 
consider ithjs piecuniary supply as the most 
efficient aid ninkb she could give her ally in 
the present contest; and therefore* rather 
than sttffisr this to go on* we had belter be at 
<^en. war with Spain, and endeavour to in- 
tercept the supplies which enable her to pay 
these subsidies to France* This is their opi- 
nion* recorded in their official correspon- 
dence with our minister at Madrid. Now* 
sir* to decide whether the aggregate Jum of 
the efficient powers of our enemy has been 
encreased or diminished by the declaration 
of open war between this country and Spain* 
We must examine two questions on the solu- 
tion of which oreiiher of them will depend 
.tldir of ibe principal question* namely, i$t* 
k ;there any certainty of our preventing thesd 
airivals of treasure from America ; or any so 
great probability of it as to amount, in point 
of to a justifiable cause of war. 

^dl/;vAre these supplies $0 necessary to our 
iHiemfes in the present war* that without them 
^din> can ,do nothing* and the exertions of 
France:' will be vei/ materially lessened?— 
W'y*'rir, as to the question whether we can 

E vent* during war* the remittances of bul- 
ii' from Ameriiw to Spain* 1 shall not £n. 
tet into a train of, vague conjecture ; but if 1 
/^fciojtidgefrom what 19 passing^every day^ 

X thinkibiit* whilst the enemy’s Beets or 
'squa^ns* Whether of twenty *ships of that 
lineocvoC iwoji appear to go in and out of 
pQ^,vtb^#ri4 tbe West Indies* in short* 
they please* there sernia 
ttir jb0^,l^^4^hfver^ great j^obability that the 
home ^treasure should be 
intercepted; at least I am at a 
losa^lOil^f, how wc can caicukte upon it 
:with inch ii Degree of confidence as to jusufy 
z 



Our grounding the p6lic;jr of a wat with Spain French and Spanish : and, therefiire; if they v 
upon that probability. And aS to the arcond had not the pecuniary means sufficient for, 
question, namely, whether the iftterteptmg their own manne, they would prefer re^ 
ttii!* treasure, if we are fortunate enough to ceiving from Spain the money she is no«r ^ . 
dos(», will materially cripple the exertions expending in her arsenals^ instead of tlus^. 
of France and annihilate tWse of Spain, 1 ahij)$ for the equipment of which it is 
should also say, that what has happened S'hce peiKlcd. Spain must acquiesce m the wishes 
our disgraceful seizure of th^ treamre ships of France, and Fraiioc prefers the ships to 
by surprise does not justify any such opiniont the money ; which is a proof that the former 
As yet I think wC have no (>rdof mat |he are truly an augmentation of her mass of the. 
powers of (he French |[Overnmcnt to put Ita means and detnenU of war.— It is therefore, 
navy into a state of acn vity have beefi pai^ ; 1 think, sufficiently manifest, that France, 
l}zed by this peedpiary disappointment whilst she has acquired the accession of ihc' 

with respect to Spain, there certainly af^eara whole navy of S^in,, has not been deprivltd ^ 
to have been a considerable degree of activity of any thing that was indispensably nccea- 
on her part, in equipping her squildfons for sary to her, own naval cXeniona on thegreaf-' 
sea. Jndeed the Vippbsirion on which his est scale that she ever had in view; and 1- 
iRaj’^sty’s ministers have acted, that the Cm- shall now.shqitly compare the. augmentatidn 
prror the French, though possessing the of fofee which baa thus taken place on the 
whoK rc’S ’.urc^s of France,^ Flahders, Hoi- side of the en^my with that which, during 
land, part of Germany, and, we may almost ^ same peViod,. has been effiecteil in our 
say, rhe whole of Italy, nbould be prevented It; nat said, by an hon.^^gent, , 

by the occaMonal capture of the ^nish jgab (Mr. Grey) in a fdrmer debate, that, out of 
icons/ from prosecuting the war wuli v^odrjt about sixty sail of the line which Spain nos- 
appears to me, I confess to be a mpst cgfC-' scsses,,wc ajay/reckon about twenty, five of 
gioijs ihsurdiiy , and I do not think that any them to 6e ui a state at to go to sta. Ihia 
rational mail would be convinctdtif its being siathment Appears to me to be moderate, and 
otherwise, by any of the pamphlets or wrh- ft was not by any means treated as an exag-i 
ings of th^se ingenious gentlemen whd have geraicd One by ^mlemen whotmk apart in 
amused their readers with si diilat predictions I that debate, J may thcrefpre, without fear of 
eve r .since the commenccinent of the, war (hat contradiction, adopt this asthe measure of the 
followed the French revolutiim. But, unless addttioti made to navies of our enemies, and 
ihoir present predictions slu uld prove to be ,sha)l have no grwi difficulty inslievying that no 
better founded than the former, they must proportionate augmrntatim has been effected 
admit, rf.at whatever exertions Sp^dn ihall incur own, Butfeforelcnter into thescdciaiia 
make must be considered as an actual and I beg feavcio^tateunegencral principle, which, 
positive encrease of the aggregate sum of the if just^ will,fun!i^ illustrate the truth of my 
real efficient powers of i(ie enemy against asse^r^n that our situ>ition is more critical^ 
whom we have to contend.^ The hrcik^Ii and the necessity of a pailiarocotary enquiry 
governmenr, indeed, which ' is perhapti as into iliC present aiate and probable means of 
well able ro judge of the sufficiency and augmenting oar military forces, greater now 
probable duration of its own pecuniary re- chatt il was at the time when the right hon. 
sources as even our present minivers , them- gCn;, (Mr. Pitt) so rtrenuou^ly supported if. 
selves, does not appear to he regukted its j^iTtCgcncral principle which I allude to, and 
conduct by any such estimate of ih fpeam, wVjch undoubredl^, ought id have bad coit- 
as that which forms the only ground of po- ,sl#fabte weight with his majesty's ministers, 
licy on which- his majesty's la thw, nartacly^ that if, .Ja a. war like the pre- 

plunged us into the war with Spaldi'^^Ti]r< any ctonsider^^^ 

the very c rcu’mstance, that the Spaniards the eiicmy's ' navy, eiicn aUbmigh accomp- 
arc actuallsk fitting out their n«yy, d^s^ sir flfed;by .a jubpCrtiouate toerw^ 
my opinion, amount to a proof ihai to us than it 

vernment of France forefes* nO For ;|tt'il;jiejgeneral plan of ope- 

(arising from want of moflcy) fb coa^li^lig 

Its own exertions iiV the naval def^ttmlejjr onv sfe dcfcn»iVe,'we^oiJ« , 

as Isr^c a scale as was before • the objects TO 

they well know that/ the number 

being equal, a naval force, cdrhpoS^lffi^ thO ohlt^.etOpwyTO oui#' is to atiefe|it to • 
tircly of French, must be far laorOtScfeSt ifitorcept lift their passage ffOm 
for their purposes than e cooibTO^ m U owii ports to tlm pointl of atcacks\ana, as 
Voi.V. '■ iU ■_ 
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this species of defence is admitted to be pre> line. : what the increase of ours has been in 
carious, every multiplication of the chances the same tinte 1 am enabled to state with in* 
of such a war, that is to say, every extension disputable accuracy, because my information 
of tlte scale on which it is carried on, is to is derived from the official returns lately 
our disadvantage. Therefore, although, if presented to ihe house. In stating the re- 
^he increase of the navies of tlie contending suit of these returns, 1 shall confine myself 
powers had been proportionate, it might }>er- to large ships only; for without discussing 
haps have been said that we were as superior ihc advantage of employing a greater number 
to the enemy at sea, and as capable of frus- tium we formerly had, of small vessels to 
Crating his designs, as wc were before ^ yet act a^^ainst the French flotilla in the narrow 
this would be true only on the supposition ol seas, it will of course be admitted that, as a 
its being a part of the enemy’s plans, or a ne- counterpoise to the Spanish navy, nothing 
cessary prelude to his ulterior operations, that but a proportionate increase of large ^ip.s 
the fleets should come into contact with each can be of any avail. With respect to the 
other. If we bear in mind ihc nature of the latter then it appears, from the above* men- 
war, we shall CO me to no such conclusion, tinned official documents, that in the last 
If we consider the extreme uncertainty of twelve months there has been an addition of 
naval blockades in genera], wc must admit, 6 to the number of line of battle ships in 
as a demonstrable truth, that, the number of commission, and a decrease of five 50-gun 
ports containing squadrons ready to convey ships ; that the actual increase in snips 
the enemy’s armies on oflenslve exfieditions above the rate ojf frigates has been only one^ 
being increased, the probability of the e5cape whilst the enemy has received an accession of 
of some of these squadrons (even although 25 sail of Spanish Itncof battle ships, excltu 
a suitable squadron of ours be allotted to the sive of the augmentation which we may sup- 
blockade of each)^ must be prO|)orrional)ly pose to have taken place in the same period 
greater; or, on the other hand, that, the in the Fjrench and Dutch marines. — ^ shall 
number of ships in any one ot more of ithe now proceed to examine whether, during the 
blockaded ports being increast*d» the mischief right hon. gent.’s administration, our land 
to be apprehended from it, although watched forces have been augmented in such a degree, 
by a proponionaidy reinforced squadron, will as to compensate for the advantage which the 
also be greater, because, whilst the uncer- enemy has gained in the naval branch, and 
tainty ot the blockade remains the same in to place ns in a state of security greater or 
cither case, the consequenci^^of the escape of even equal to that which wc were in when 
the larger squadron, if it does get out, will he thought them so inadequate as to call for a 
of course be much more serious. And there- parliamentary enquiry. But before 1 proceed 
fore 1 say, that whilst the general aspect of to state the result of the official returns from 
the war continues to be on our part purely which I shall endeavour to draw this compa- 
defensive, it is demonstrated that every in- rison, I must observe that 1 am obliged to 
crease of the enemy’s navy, although accom- niakc it in a manner more favourable to the 
panied by a proportionate increase of ours, % right hon. gent, than he in truth is entitled 
nevertheless disadvantageous to us, l)ccause it to. Wiiat 1 mean is, that, there being no 
affords him more numerous chances and in- return before us of the stare of the land 
creased means of bringing his land forces forccs^at the time of his coming into office, 
into action, and lays us open to more frequent I am obliged to take it$ amount as it stood on 
and more powerful attacks than we were be- the returns of the 1st. January, 1804, 
fore exposed to.— But if upon general pflfi- witercas the commencement of the right bon, 
ciples it be true, that every extension of the gent/s administration (immediately previous 
scale of the present war, although, mutual apd to which be bad voted for an enquiry similar 
proportionate^ must, multiply opr dangers# 'to tbttt which I now propose) did not take 
render our navy less adequate to Pur defence#, place till about five months subsequent to 
and require a very great increase of t^iJahd ^that date; and if in the whole" of the 17 
forces also, how mtich more months intervening between the ist, Jan. 

this t^^be case in the present instlfi^j,,Jwhcn ^804, and the 1st. June, i8o5,thcrc appears 
thcdrt Bfo entaiion of our navd h^ to hay^ been jin increase of force, it is to be 

sort of proportion ' to that a part of it was effected during 

ciMp y '. I have i^dy noticed in a ^tl^ t^tKs preceding his return to office, 
fof^^ debate it $p^red, tp be admi^^' qn haying it in my power to ascertain 

^ Sdcs of .the houae tp be a modcrafo sfojce- witk incision the real dilRrcnce between the 
Knt, that in cOnseqoeiice of die Sf^nish war amoutit of the various descriptions of land 
Fraoce had gained not le^s than 25 sail of the force as they stand now and as they did stand 
* 
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when he thought them so Inadequate^ I shall 
deal handsomely by him, and give him credit 
for more than he is entitled to, namely, for 
the whole of the difference that appears be- 
tween the oldest and the most recent of the re- 
turns upon the table, between that of the ist 
of Jan, 1804, and that of the ist of June, 
1805. — drawing the comparison of the 
actual state and relative ad(*quacy of our land 
forces at these two periods, 1 shall review Che 
subject under the two great divisions offerees 
at and abroad; and the result of this 
inquiry will 1 think amount to an absolute 
demonstation, that in every respect, and in 
every quarter of the globe, we are weaker 
and more exposed to danger now, than wc 
were when the present chancellor of the ex- 
chequer came into office. In the first place, 
let us consider our situation abr^d. From the 
returns that have been presentedio us it appears, 
that the number of troops on foreign stations 
on the 1st of Jan. 1804, amounted (046.698, 
and on the isi of June, 1805, to 65,5^8, 
1 must however beg the house to recollect 
that yesterday evening I discovered upon 
enquiry, that in the latter nmuber are in- 
cluded 2,000 recruits, Iwlongingto regimehts. 
on foreign stationj;, who arc now in the army 
depot, in the Isle of Wight, and that this 
description of men was not included m tite 
return of the ist of Jan, 1804 * 
real amount of forces now abroad is 6,^,3 5 8, 
and the increase since Jan. 1 8^4> i^ 16,660. 
— It must however be remarked fnat in this 
number of 16.660, is included an ivvoreasc of 
1,792 Ceylon native troops. How far these 
people may be useful for the intc^rnal police of 
the island I know not, but it would be per- 
fectly absurd and ridictilou*. fo con 5 »idcr them 
as a really efficient tnduary reinforcement ; and 
therefore, if wc wisli to investigate the truth 
and CO draw a fair comparison of our situ 4- 
tion at the above mentioned periods, it is ne- 
cessary to deduct thcic mir:era!>Ie Ceylonese 
from the difference of gro^s luirnbers that 
appears on the returns of the army, wKkh 
would reduce tlie increase of force abroa<I 
to 14,868. — I shall hereafter make some, 
further remarks *on ilie composition and dis- 
tribution of«chis reinforcement, but.yillfirat; 
examine what is the amoonc of troops that j 
the enemy has sent abroad during tKe same 
period, as far as we are enai)!^ to eitilnam** 
it with any degree of probable accuracy .^-In 
the first place, we know that thefirst 
which sailed from Rochefort to the 
Indies, consisted of 6 sail of the 
some frigates, and we may, without'ady ex- 
aggeration, consputc the land forces em- 
barked in this squadron at 3000 men, At^ 


the same rate we may reckon that the com- 
bined Toulon and Cadiz fleet, of 1 8 sail of ' 
the line, and 5 frigates, carried out 8 or 9000 - 
mtnt and, that the second Rochefort squa- 
dron, of 3 sail of the line, besides frigates, 
had lyobmenon board* Thus it appears, 
that, exclusive off what may have gone out 
in single ships, and small detachments that 
may have escap^ without notice, the enemy 
has within the last six months probably de- 
tached about 13,000 men to foreign stations; 
whilst the increase of our forces abroad since 
the 1st of Jan* 1804, after deducting the 
trash of Ceylonese native troops, amounts 
to 14,868* Sut^ will any man pretend to 
say, that our foreign settlements are as secure 
as they were last year f Is there any man in 
this house or in the country who thinks so ? 

1 believe not; but if there was one, who, 
Considering merely the apparent numerical 
addition to ours and the enemy's troops serv- 
ing abroad generally, should be inclined to 
infer from thence that the danger to our 
foreign possessions has not increa^, I should 
think that every little inquiry into the de- 
tails, a very little attention to the nature and 
distribution of the respective reinforcementi 
would suffice to prevent his coming to so er- 
roneous a conclusion. Of the nature and 
distribution of ours 1 can speak with cer- 
tainty : what has become of the greater part 
of those which tli^ enemy has detached, God 
only knows ; htsl^jesty's ministers I believe 
are as ignorant upon that subject as myself; 
but I am sure that 1 am not singular in pre- 
suming that, when they do turn up, they 
will be found to have been disposed of in a 
manner which affords thim a chance of act- 
ing with effect against possessions of great 
importance ; whilst a very considerable pro- 
portion of ours (of our reinforcements I 
mean) arc of such a sort or so distributed as 
afford no hope of their being found within 
reach of counteracting the designs of the 
enemy* One garc of them consists of troops 
locked op for mere defensive purposes, in 
places which, but for the Spanish war, would 
not have been exposed to attack, and which, 
tiicrefore, ^certainly not more secure now 
,fhan they were before ; so that the troops sent 
;to them cannot be said to have added any 
thing fo'chat degree of strength (whatever it 
: that we enjoyed last year* Another 

'part consists of ao augmentation of locals 
troops in remote settlements, which certain^ 
are not at present i'n the contemplation of 
the eheaiy; ,aiid a third part, of troops sent 
on an expedition, by which they ate placed 
in a situation where there appears little 
chance of their effecting any important of- 
2 U 2 
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fensite operation, and where. they. are cer« 
tainly lost as to any purpose of preventing 
the blow which the enemy may be sappoacd 
to hT!ve in contemplation ; for, although we 
know not where that blow wi// be aimed ^ ycjE^ 
tve are very Mire it will arat be tn the Me^V 
tt'rranean.-^Of the first description, is an adr 
ditton of 1,639 men to the garrison of Gilv 
raltar ; fur, will any man pretend to say^ that, 
with this addition^ that fortress is more se- 
cure, or as much so now» as it was before 
the >panish war ? ceminly nor* Gibraltar, 
with a garrison of 3,;oo» whilst wc were at 
peace u ith v^pain, was as secure as it is iff ith 
5000, nf)w that we airc at war with that 
power; that is to say, it Was as secure last 
year as it is at present; and the 1,659 men 
lately sent thither mtist thtxefore be ^ut cut 
of the account, in comparing the d^reoi 
degrees of danger or security of our foreign 
possessions at those two perk)ds.i-^Tbeaccohi[il 
description of troops which shojttkl '^fae de^ 
ducted from the gross amount of theeocrease. 
of forces abroad, consists of an addition of 
about i,4co men to the fencible and local 
corps in Nova Scotia^ the jBerirudas, New 
Brunswick, and other settlements which are 
nor at all in the view of the encQi/* and 
these two numbew, of 1*639 «hd 
being deducted from 14,868, reduces t6 
11,900 the amount of these reinforcemeiifa^ 
which can be considered: as influencing the 
real stieog'h and security tUjI^r foreign pc». 
sesslonsf or as btipg applmafitfe^o €Quivterii|t 
the enemy’s projects against 'theuii>-'rht^lfe is 
still, however, ' a third class of. these retUf 
force rot nts, which, as I have before men- 
tiontd, are pi ced ki a situation where, iii 
sny opinion, they, tor the present' at least, 
will have no influence on the Opccaiions of 
the war, either oflFensively or defensively : I 
mean the expedjti . n under sir Jam<^ Craig* 
This,! p*’obahJy do not overrate^ in Stating 
it. at between four snd five thousand ipen;..« 
more injudicious, dr a more unfortunate dif' 
position of which force not possfl^ly 
lave bvcn made umler rl|Nf pres^tlt eix^tirn*- 
atao(ce$.: |t waa not wanted for defenni^^ 
purpo^e8 ih that qoailer if is loef for. 
oflFen&ive ones of any importan^f' and,i^.fo 
I have heard H co^eSctQfed^lJs^.tald^^ 
Minorca with a view to 
blgckadedf was thoobji^r^^r^ 

g (i into e£^t now'^.^ou)d|Jwitfa a 
resent litafo of bilnttber 

s it be,ali»ttf&g the stable 
ie fapisc was out* othei 
rafioii of anjnlmpo^jM suph I 
can.uiidertdM; eannot 

puip^ of defehet can be 


a|>plied to, which can make the posts which 
we occupy in the Mediterranean more secure 
than tht^ were last year, I know not : and 
that they are totally otn of t;ie way ot coming 
to the aid of those other foreign pos^«*ssions 
that are inenaced by the powerful armaments 
which have lately been sent abroad by the 
enemy, .every OUkc must admit* - Therefore, 
in drawing this ton of general e mparisoe 
betweeo the diiforent degrees of danger or 
security of onr foreign possessions at thepre* 
sent m0fiieht,'andac the period immediately 
preening the right hon. gent *s return to of- 
fice, he . voted for a motion similar to 

mine) it is fair ta deduct these 4,500 men, 
employed under. Sir James Craig, from the 
amount of those reinforcements that are to be 
bmijghtjnto account against rhe detachments 
made byChe^^my; which would rciioce the 
former fsv aCpsthifig than 7,500. whilst 
the stated, «uv, on 

a mpd^^rste computatioo, l)e reckoned at. 
i^;ooo.— Blit this is not all: — It ih not 
merely in this point of view that we are to 
consider the increase of danger abroiid. It 
'S-not merely that wc IiUveonly an increase 
of 7,500 tO' set off against the enemv’sin* 
creasuof 13,000; but (heqoesrion again oc- 
curs, where arc ours, and where are his? 

*Ours arc featured throughout the vast 
extent of cur Kast and West India pos- 
se.«aions, whilst his arc for the most part 
united, and, tf gone to the West Indies, will 
not find .JtC' ioosi . valuable of oMr islanda 
capable orreabtiQg i‘'e attack of so large a 
forcc.^Und«r all, these circumstances and 
considering the subject in everv point of view^ 
:we mosta:anclude that our affairs abroad are 
in a. much worse state than they were last 
yean when the right hon* gint* thought the 
sitoaridn of the country such as to make it 
^necessary for parliament to enquire into the 
Wans of rendering our military force more 
^adequate to tlie exigencies of the war.-^Buc, 
if thj; danger has enpreased abroai* let it not 
l^fBppqsed that.jc is diminished at foovr*. 
From^^iiiyCwc^tnimmce of. our situation, 
and all th^t baapassrd within theie last twelve 
'flkoiiliia, 1 atn warranted in asserting the con- 
afld cvttt independent of every other 
io^Mdeiation, it if evident that the attempt to 
;avcrt dr^to repair she mischief with wbico wc 
3tte. menaced W ot. Europe, must in us im- 
^mdiaj^con^uciit^ tend to a diminution 
tot Mnlcss accompanied 
effibetiial measures foraddingto the 
our military strength* Every 
operatli^, of-Abts sort mtpt necessarily have 
.fWt.:r 4 W|^jind, as government hiu notprcup' 
means for pipcuring to the* army • 



nucha permanent supply as nhaK enable It mtbn feranppenng the ilanf» of 

bear these drafts, we shall, shortly find oar< vasion tabe fcas thtn it was befoit he came' 
selves with a greatly dimimshed fo^rce at mtoofice; for lo Kumpe^ as well as out of * 
home, whilst that s|H!ciea of danger against it. the enemy^s mnaM of o^nce have encreas^ 
which this force was to protect us, 1 mean ed in a greater proporiion than our means of . 
the danger of the invasion of England or defence. 1 ant' therefo^ sorry to find chai? 
Irel/ind will consequently have encreased.-** the idea of tarasioci is bow pretty generally 
And here I cannot avoid saving a few words treated widi levity f in4 I wasKriously con- 
upon the question of invasion generally* 1 cerned a fewdays ago, when I heard a noble 
was one of those who at the eomtnenceniem lord (Caaclereaj^)-wha is a cabinet miniscelr/ 
of the war thought it very probable; 1 had give it as his opinion char the war had now 
strong opinions upon the subject; I took fre- in a gteat measure changed its character, and 
qiient opportunities of expressing them in that the enemy, wha for a considerable dme^ 
this house; and I feel no reason whatever to had appeared to have lost sight of the colo*^ 
regret the part 1 then acted, hut. on the eon* oies.scemed nbw to be directing h» principal 
trary 1 look back upon trwith great satisfac* efforts towards them. If the noble Jord^- 
tion. 1 confess, however, that i was mtsca* meant, that whilst the pressure had encreas^ 
ken in my conjecture, foe it: could only be abroad it had been iiehtened at homc^ in 
conjecture, of the enemy's intentions* . 1 that opinion I hope that be stands alone in 
thought that an enemy so encefj^hBing. havf tbeegWner* if he only meant to say that it. 
ing Rn immense army completely r<ady;jfor hab gqw become nceessary for us to have a . 
the field, and plenty of ext^lenc transpbfta fairgerfordedian before toprotectour colonies, 
in Holland, Flanders, icc*, at. command, 1 pertly him; bar if his mcan« 

would have risked the attempt before we had tug whs. its it appesird to me to he, that we 
time to equip and to man our dhmautled may ^without risk obuin those rein forcemeocs 
fleet, to recruit our disbanded army« afid to abfolid by a diminution of that force which 
manufacture the arms which our insufficient was before^ deemetf necessary for our defence 
arsenals could not supply to that mass of the: at home, I trust and hope that he does not 
people who were willing to come forward in filtdahy of his C'dleagues of the same opinion; 
defence of the country. I thought the ene* Ifihbforcc we had in Europe fast year was 
my would have attempted to decide the war not.fobreihan' waaitqulsite, it must now bo 
by a sudden attack partaking of* the nature twe^ amall: fors, wkSst the enemy's general 
of a surprise; and } am happy that I was means of offenci^havc encteased, I can dia* 
mbiakcn.-- • The enemy having decided upon cover nothing tii the actual state of the war 
a different mode of proceeding, it then' be* which should induce us to suppose, if 
jcame evident ihac considerable length of he ever seriously entertained the ^project of 
time would be necessary for him tp make his Invasion, he has pow reltnquf^hca it. The 
preparations for this more systematic and: manner, in Which he is now conducting hit 
more regular species of atcack*-^Thcse ptew Opeumrions does not appear to me to be incon* 
paratioiis have at difierent and no very reiuqce iiscanr with the suppositiem that hit ultimate 
TCriods been descried in the ttrciiTgesr pdsji^ vkwififeatlH chkfly directed to and mainly ' 
blc terms, by the right hon. genileman now injhmt hpon the cxecudon . of riiat great enter*». ■ 
at the head of administration, as befog im ' ^ capedk^^ he ia sentfo 

mense in their extent, most formida^ Jir ing oiitto the attack of our colonies may be 
their nature, and so advanc^ ip their 'iko# .Considered; not light of indepeq* 

gress to maturity as to require the mqisf/fmr ^peratfona in them* 

remitting vigilance and fhe utm^d^ieo ofv |l4ves>; jl>ull('>l^. perhaps as powerful diver* 
exertion on our parr. Inhitbiaji^jf5i^iee<di sioos;|(i fiiifoar.^i^ 'ao intended attack upon 
too at the openfog of the pmwt . Kssidniv aim J(rdand, to which they not 

which we of course consider aa; pio^udif^ idapypoB|ib^^ 1 wy. sir. 

from that right hon, gentfemim. iifo m are conducted with 

told, and from what is daily, jessing: we aiie . vigour, they affiird the cne« 

convinced, that these prepamtitmi haife ever, ^ success, either />{ 

since, been industriously ^riied of^/ iwhii^ fo >d|piien^^ to justii^ the eoterpriasei 
there does imt appear tcK be any. better ^fii£^j'lbe:cbaiice of stnkfog a blow abroad; ^ 
now; than there was at wry former perfod#:!^^ .iharwBI dp.ut' gfeac,'^rhap inepaiable mia*.^ 
supposing, that soph vast and expmv4 Wef, and seco^^ly, combined wk^ 
equipmeoia are intended for' nbihiug^inpil^ ^iinfok chanc^'of.drawii^ fo a great dfetance 
than to amuse the pec^e of Ffanwi||Nr to ^febm home a cons^^aitte part of^oor naval, 
alarm ps. 1 am also sure that there k no forces and of our regular army^ ^ Tlio for* ' 
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mcr, supposing them even to have taken the bined with thia first success^namely^ the land- 
right direction in pursuit of his expedition, ing of such a force in Jamaica, the seeond 
may not be recalled in time to a^sist in frus- supposition, namely/ the safe return of these 
Crating his ulterior designs; and the latter, Beets, like the former, to Europe, should also 
on our present system, we have little hopes of be realised, it will then he found that, be- 
jpplacing but in a great length of time, sides the advantage of having established a 
whilst we were indulging, as the noble lord destructive war in the West Indies, which 
V seemed to do, in the idea that the project of would probably terminate in the destruction 
invasion was given up, might it not happen for many years of the colony more important 
that the enemy, after drawing a greatparc of to our commercial greatness perhaps than any 
our naval force in an uncertain putsuit of th&t we possess; he would also have brougiit 
bis expeditions, after establishing a dangerous about, in .00 r relative situations at home, a 
war in our colonies, after landing for instance change highly advantageous to his further 
(as he probably may do )oog before our squa* designs ; our force in Europe being greatly 
drons reach the West indies) to or 12,000 weaken^, whilst his remained undiminished, 
men in Jamaica, where we have only between for the detaching 10 or even 20,000 men to 
3 and 4,000 troops to oppose him, — might the colonies cannot be considered as any di- 
it not happen, I say, that his fleet, quitting minntion of the military force of the French 
those seas as soon as the troops and stores in Europe, since their government has the 
were landed, should disappear before ours power of replacing them and augmenting its 
arrived there? and, whilst our adttiiral res army at pleasure* But this is not all; 1 will 
, mained for a time uncertain of their subse- go rarther, and however exttavagant the idea 
quent rout, and in that ulicertaioty which 1 am going to state m.^y appear to 

ling to quit the theatre of so important a con- some, I am not afraid of stating it as one 
test, and to abandon Jamaica to its fate, is it deserving of the serious attention of govern- 
not probable, nay i» jiuri a erne, is it not ment: what 1 mean is, that if we were for an 
almost certain, that the- enemy would- arrive instant thrown off our guard at home in con- 
again in the European seas long before our sequence of these distant attacks, the enemy's 
squadron that had gone io pursuit fleets, after landing as I have supposed their 

perhap even before it had quitted the^West troops in Jamaica, or other valuable foreign 
Indies, involved, as I suppose them in Abar- possessions, might unexpectedly make their 
duous state of warfare? After what We have appearance in such a situation as to gain a 
seen, can wc say that all this is an exagerat- temparap superiority in the narrow sens, take 
ed supposition ? why should they not effect jwsscssion ot the anchorage of the downs, and 
their landing in Jamaica before the arrival of bringover that immense army, which if in 
a fleet that KTt Europe nearly. five weekf after possession of that anchorage for a few days 
them ? why should not a large fleet get mck only, they would have ample means of trans- 
to a port in Eurc^ as well as the Rpcbfffort poising across the channel, A right hon. 
squadron? but if the former of these evcnia gent (the secretary at war) smiles I perceive, 
takes place, namely, the landing of io,0<k> and probably considers this idea as very ab- 
mcn in Jamaica, the enemy will have sue- surdi < He may snCer at it if he pleases, but I 
cecded, cither in capturing that island, or at hope that those near him who are in the ca- 
least in establishing in it a war* of which the. binet, do not treat it with qui»e so much 
ultimate issue will at best be precarious, but contempt* If the idea in itself is an absiir- 
of which the enevitabic consequences would d^y, it i» hot altogether one of my own in- 
be infinite misebisf to the island., the susp^ii ' vcntiQn j for I happen to know from perfectly 
Stonfperhsps formany yeai^;after chetrnemy^s ^od authority that a similar project was en- 
expulsion from it) o^the part iff f^^tained in the American war, and was ac- 

advantageswhicbWedeHve&!ofiiihai%p^mt ituallyproposed, as one that he was desirous 
colony, and a focal drain of of acting upon, by a French officer of repu- 

Itrarmy now at hornet and a high responsible situation, I 

baltty of this first an indepttm mCail the marquis de Bouille. I have good 

operation ts* under the piescnt reason to state possitively, that previous to 

initsdf qyitesufikienetoaecoii^fi^'hl^ba^- admii«^ with count de 

ifigdeterii^on marquis de Bouille pro- 

pan of iipforce, whilst in the mean tthib the posed to the admiral to depart suddenly from 
equtprtrilKnf the Spanish navf* the augmented the West Indies; to return straight to Europe, 
tbnfilihe French, and the other pnq^raHons effd to enter the channel (which they would 
for ip invasion of Great Britain and Ireland then hdWcdmmanded for a time, as they did 
aitjpi^tiupiedly carried on: and if, com* at anothlsr period of the war) for the purpose 
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df bringing over to England the array which 
was assrnibled on t|ie coast of Normandy, 
This* project, 1 am fully persuaded, was. 
seriously entertained ; and if it was then 
thought practicable by an officer of repute, 
us M.’ de BouiJle was, why should a 
.similar idea be treated as too extravagant 
for serious consideration^ now that the 
enemy possesses m.eans,*8ach as France never 
iTcforc possessed,, of taking adyancage of a 
teitiporary superiority in the narrow seas ?— 
i'ov ag'iin 1 say, let it be recollected that the 
anchorage of the Downs and the Streights 
being for a verj days only in possession 
of the enemy, would suffice to enable their 
flotillas to effect the disembarkation of an 
immense army on our coasts. But in what- 
ever degree this idea may or may not be 
thought deserving attention, yet X think that 
the general reasoning must he admitted to be 
just, by which I have attempted to shew that 
the operations that are now going on abroad 
are by no means inconsistent with a persever- 
ance in the ulterior designs of invasion which 
the enemy has hitherto been supposed to enter- 
rain , and ihatdistant operations of this sort and 
magnitude, exclusive of the mischief which 
may immediately result from them to our 
colonies, commerce, and fnances, may be 
o.msidered as having a direct tendency to 
faciiirare that ultimate enterprize, by the cer- 
tainty of greaily weakening the regular, part 
of our home defensive army, and by the 
[jrobable chance of leading our fleers astray. 
Ac ail events, I shall presently prove beyond 
all possibility of dispute, chat since the 
present chancellor of the exchequer came 
into office, the enemy's means of attacking 
us in Europe, as wrll as out of it, have been 
added to in a much greater proportion than 
our means of defence. For, setting aside 
the idea of the sudden return of the squa- 
«lrons which they have since sent to the West 
Indies, yet the accession of that part of. the 
.Spanish navy now in Europe which is capa* 
hie of going to sea, is more than equal to 
double the number of French ships now 
abroad; so that (exclusive of die a^tlicion 
that may have been made to the FreiKh and 
Dutch fleets and flotillas in another year of 
preparaiionf the combined fleets at ibis mo- 
ment fit for sea in Europe, are actually r Aor 
1 5 sail of the line more Dumecous than tney 
were last year; whilst wc, to supply tjhc plm 
of the large squadrons that we have since that 
time detached to the West Indies, &c. have 
only added eve to the number of ships in 
commission above the ratcoffrigates^-^mol 
now enquire whether the cxer&ns that;have 
been made to strengthen our land forces at 


home, have been such as to counterijalance 
tliis disadvantage. In compring' the offi- 
cial returns which have been presented to the _ 
house at diflerenc periods, 1 find, that on the 
I St of January, 1B04, the gross amount of 
cavalry and infantry of all descriptions, in- 
cluding militia, was 2x0,418, of which 
46,698 were abroad: on the^ ist of June, « 
1805, the gross amount of cavalry, infantry, 
and militia of all descriptions, was 232,642, 
of which 63,3 j>8 were abroad : «o' that the 
numbers at home in the first period were 
173,720, and in the second period 162,284, 
being a diminution in the latter of 4,436, 
and thus whilst, as 1 have before proved,, 
the enemy's means of attacking us in Europe 
have received a most powerful augmentation, 
ours, instead of encreasing, have actually 
diminished.^From all that 1 have said, it is, 

I think, abundantly clear, that whether with 
a view to our situation at home or abroad, 
whatever reason there was for a parliamentary . 
enquiry last year, when the right hon. gent, 
so strenuously supported it, that reason now 
•exists in a still stronger degree ; and 1 am 
therefore entitled to his assent to the reso- 
lutions, which I shall presently propose.-r» 
The ^t of these resolutions is * That ic 
^lahiglkly expedient that the regular army 
* should be kept up as nearly as possible c ^m- 
*plete tD the establishment which has been 
♦provided for by parliament.* This, is a 
proposition which, in whatever light it be 
considered, seems to admit of no possibility 
of dhppte if it be considered as expressive 
of an opinion that tfie number of men voted 
in the army estimates of the present year was 
not greater than the exigencies of the war 
and . the present state of Europe, render it 
expedient for us to keep on foot, in support 
of my pro|^sition as relating to that specific 
i^punt of force, I have the authority of 
ministers and of parliament; for upon what 
grounds did the former propose, or the latter 
ado{i^, estimates for such an establishment, 
unless was thought both expedient and 
practicable to keep u up* The amount of 
the sums voted a:nd provided for. by parlia- 
iUentfoi' army aei vices, is nearly 2,000 oool. 
sforiing greater than it need have been, if 
them bad b<^n.no necessity or intention of en- 
creasing oureflSetive force beyond its present 
amount. , A great part of this sum, 1 mean 
that which waa allotted for the daily pay of 
piRvate soldiers who are nipt efiective, will of 
couriC' be accounted for; and therefore, al- 
though it must be admitted, that to allot to 
any oranch of the public service so much 
larger a sum than is requisite, must be liabfo 
to many objections; yet I allow, that in thia 



" 6 'ji'i PARL» debates, t dfriafieid^t Moika Mr ( 6 j'i 

f 

lespcbr, namely, in what relates to the *4;^»t54 in his majesty’s regular British 
^ of the private Soldiers, there is ho acmal 'cavalry atid infamry. and of 4,212 fa the 
loss to the public. In o; her respects how- • foreign corps; amounting logerher 1049,346 
ever, there is a very condidcrable iosss for it • men wanting to complete the tegular army.^ 
must be observed, that the lull establishment the next resolution, which contains a 
of offit:er$ and non* commissioned officers is statement of the progress that we are making 
always paid as complete, although the nnmbef towards the completion of the army, I have 
of privates be (as at present) roisefahly defi- confined my view to that part uf it only 
cientj and the number and consequent ex- w*hich consists of Brititk troops; because 
ptmcc of the former is therefore much greater the recruiting of the foreign corps is so un- 
in prr.porrion to that of the latter, than it certain, that it is impossibic fmm an average 
ought to be, and would be if the establtsh- of the 12 or 18 months, to judge of what 
ment and the elective strength of the army may happen in the ensuing^ The third 
were not so widely diffifreht in amount, itsoldtipn, ‘ therefore, is, • 'ihat, from the 
This is otre source of unnecessary expetide * returns presented to this house of the effi ettve 
an»ing. out of chat difference ; and another ' strength of his majest) 's forces on the i st 
is, that although the sum voted for the ela/Jg *nf January, 1804, and the ist of June, 
foj of the privates is expended only for * iSoy., it app«rs that, at the former period, 
such as are effective, yet the iums voted for *the tobil^ambtint of regular British cavalry 
the agency. See* ofbdch complete •and. infantry was 122,700 men (including 
Xegiment is actually pW in fulV without • i.cfoo recnjltfi at the army depot who were 
any reference whatever to the real number * omitted in the said returns) <ind at the latter 
of men to be cloathed ; So that in propbr^oh * period 1 57 ,343 , being an incrciuie of 1 4,64^ 
as the effiictive strength of the regiment is • men; but that this was in part occasioned by 
below the escablishmenr, the profits to the • the enlist roiMt of 8,963 men from the militia, 
colonel, and unnecessary exfx'npe o the ppt^ that the actual increase arising from 

lie IS encteased. With a view ieve 'odomyi. *any means that can be considered as per* 
therefore, it Is clear, Ihat aa a gencriiiprim ^rnanenr, w«s not more than 5,682 men in 17 
ciple it is at all times desinible the • months, which is at the rate of al>out 4.000 
establishment provided by parliament thodld * men per annum, being something less than 
not greatly , exceed the efifectl^ strength of • one- elevcnih part of the present deficiency.’ 
the army : and with particular refetence to But if we go a little further into detail, we 
the present time, to the actual state of this shall find, that of this small encrease of the 
country and of Europe, and the niUure of the arinv which has been effected in the last 17 
contest in which we find.oursolves engaged, months, a very small proportion only has 
it must be admitted io be liy the hikhcsi dc- taken place in that part of it which is of the 
grcc expedient and necessary, that the eflfec- greatest impottance. The infantry con.sti- 
tivc strength of the army should be. nearly tutes the main force of every army ; it is 
equal to the iiombers that were llus year that to whiieh every military man, in enquir- 
▼oted. It h therefore iiicuinf)ent on bb ing into the strength of an army, first directs 
majesty’s ministers to shew the 'means ^ his 'attention; it is that which is necessary 
which they expect to make the deft- upon all occasions. But if this is the case 
clency; or rainer 1 should say that, seeing with respect to armies in general, it is still 
the enormous amount of this meiehey^ and onjiie strongly so wiih respect to ours in par- 
the experienced inefficacy of all the ilfcalar, on account of the great number of 

which his majesty’s ministers hayo. adopted^ pur foreign possessions, in which infantry 
for making it goM, b bect^mej^ (fdiy (ff «Aiar is employed. It b therefore interesting 
parliament to investigate a of such to eqiisider this branch of our military force 

importance. What the defidioir^' Is, and sepiraidy ; and with that vidw 1 have drawn 
what Che progress |hf<{i^,i(tfit s 4 - op Ae foUbwing resolutions, namely, ‘That 

minbfration towanls' the co||^ ttk •oii^ the 1 St, of January, 1804. the whole 
army, will appear from: cite iliitcm^s coit-^ • iniMttty bf the regular army, amounted to 
tained in the subsequent teidOiioiki Vwhich • 119, 5^^ men (Jncluding the recruits at the 
•tatemenls are abcufately eami^tedi fjhfoi the * army dq>ot who were omitted in the said 
official now in^sessioh of tifo mm- • return) and that of this number 12,900 or 
beri of Inb hodse. Tfie'iceond teaoluiion * thereabouts consisted of foreign corps; $0 
thyt IWeto propose therefore is, •That •^that the infantry at that time amount- 
returns lately presented’ to thb fq lodj^ajmciu*— ••Thtion the ist of 
it appears that .oh the 1st of the •JuiseVi 805, the whole infantry of the regular 
•ffiksenc.mooib# them was a deficiency of •anuy amounted to 137^2 13, including about 





•• *0*178 ^longing to foreign corpfpf whom 1 of war foe rccrnitinc^ all the benefit too^ if 
•• 51401 consisted of Ceylon Native’ troo(i)«H there be any^ of all ihc meiiMiirs v^hich the 
** That the who!*j amount of -infantry right hon* gent. (Mr* I'i't) and his collcagwes^ 
«• at that time was therefore m 7,03?* being have been able to deviso; and, exerpting in" 
io,40Z more than on the lai of January, the East Indies* it has snifered noncoftho'C 
•• 1804. But, as in this increase are included Josses w-htch we must !«>ok to in the conii- 
8,965 men enlisted from the mitiria, it ap- nuation of the contest ; and ycr* taking the 
“ pears that the whole hictease of British in- cavalry and . infantry jointly, tlic exem of 
** fantry arising from any means that can be the reerutta over t^c casualties, even inclu- 
considered ns permanent, has not exceeded ding the great cncrcase of officers, has been 
** 1,459 *7 tnonths; nhich is at the only one.iith part of the deficiency;, and 

rate of 1015 men, or about one 56th part the infaoiry, which waijra near 40,000 men 
of the present deficiency, in ii months/'-*— of its compliment, has absolutely stood still. 
This, sir. Is an accurate statement of the pre- But if this has been the case in the last ry 
sent situation of onr army. A right non, months, a period so barren of military 
cent, (ihe secretary at war) may shake his events, is it not probable, nay, is it not 
head, as 1 perceive he does; but 1 defy him certain^^ that in ihe progress of the war 
to prove the smallest inaccuracy in any part (which cannot continue to be quite so quiet) 
of my statement, unless indeed he shall again the army will progressively decline, in pro- 
acknowledge that the returns whidit he has portion as the exigencies of the war encreasc ? 
presented are not correct. If returns are Must not this be the natural consequence of 
correct, my statements are so likewise ; this Qur continuing to place oor reliance on 
can be examined into in the committee, and measfires« so futile as those which his ma- 
there I defy that hon, gent, to point out the jesfy's ministers have hitherto had recourse 
most trifling circumstance, or a single figure, to.V Upon these grounds it is, sir, that after 
in which my resolutions are not supported^ cxhihicing as I have done in the former re- 
by the documents on the table at all solutions/ the discouraging lesults of the 
events what 1 now propose are mere rcsolu- returns upon the table, I shall proceed f<i 
tions, which as we know from recent ex pe*- propo^ the following rcsolinions, namely, 
ricnce, it would be easy to rescind.— In the ** That, considering ihe small progress made 
mean time, I will pledge myself to prove '•♦^wards comnlraiing the army during a 
from the papers on the table, that in that period, in which, excepting in ihe Eatc 
p«nrt of the public force which it is most Indies, very litde loss has been 6n!.tajnc<l 
essential to keep on a high footings « the in* in consequence of military opcralions; and, 
fantry I mean, the increasCj^in 12 months consideting ihe nature of the contest in 
has not excce«icd one-jfilh part of the defi- *' which we are engaged, this bouGC is of opi- 
cicncy ; and chat cven^ the increase consists nion, that it is neccksaiy 10 have recourse tp 
chiefly, if not entirelyVof ao augmentaiion *• some more efficacious system, for the supply 
of the number of officers, occastoued by the of thoarmy, ihan that which has been hi- 
formarion of new battalions, of which 1 shall ** thrrro pursued;'* lhar, as it does not ^ 
speak hereaficr. So that as far as relares to, appenr that biS' majestv's ministers have 
the operaiions of any petmanint sQurcca of any imcuiion of. proposing any new mea- 
sopply, ii has absolutely stood siUl ; l;siy f* sure wiih a yivw to the furchering of the 
petmanfttty for the recruiting front themibtw, recruiting service, or* to ihe i.rprovemcnc 
thoughlgreatly approve, and ha^e frequently .*Vof rfur nitjirary, s)stca?, this house do 
urged the having recourse to it, tt one which, .tJierefotb *re&oIvk irself into a committfo 

his majesty's ministers, unless theyahaodon of the whole. house, in oulcr id dclibt r na 

the principles on which they 'Carried ibat^ upon these Wghly, important iubjects/*— 
measure into eflfect, cannfiv consider as a, per-' Nowi-sir,. 1 artk really :u a lo^s to know upon 
manent resource; and it is In: itself nO., re^ wh^grotinds-Jt is that the fight hon. genr. 
augmentation of our military forcc.^ ' 7^®^ ivho votci! with him fur a sU 

number of men actually raised by all the btl^^ fpitar Inst yof, can resist it now* 

various modes of recruiting the regular infapi- The plea was, that ouf military foihr. 
try, whether for general 'Cr Hmifed service^* -parficulariy^tbearmy,' was inadequate co the 
has barely kept pace with the casualties:; uutp e4^igeacies. of ibe war, at;d ihar rhe system 
that too, let it be observed, during a period ofsthelate adminisiraTion affiuded no prbf. 
whicb, excepting in the East !hgs pret of augmenring i^ I'hc exigencies Of 

been a period rather of d preplilNffen for the war have, sinve that time, increased in 
war, than of Actual warf, The artfi^^‘has, a very alarming degree, wbibt all liie ri^h^ 
enjoyed all the general advantages of ft state bom g«ndr*rau*9 beasicd plans «nd pruje^w 
V"oL. V, *1 2 X 
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for the migmcntstion of the army have wt- have at least equalled the number of men 
fcrJy .Mod entirdy failed. — Both the amount' raised by all the multifarious modes of re- 
nnd disfribmioo of the enemy’s forces are cruiting.T-parisjii officers and all ? And let it 
much more menacing noiv ihan they iverc bt remarked^ too, that'a great prop<5rtion of 
last year. Abroad, our most valuable pos- the men that have been rab.’d consists of new . . 
sessions, which last year were in A state of levies, which, before he came into office, haf*^^ 

. security, are no.v confessedly exposed to im- been set on foot by his predecessors. And 

inincnt danger : .it liome,^ the enemy's means h-.s he n'^t, as his lastVesource, been obliged 
of cfTcncc have powerful^ increased, whilst to hav? recourse to recruiting the army from 
. cur- means of defence, soMar froiiukceplng the militia from that militia which we 
pace with him, have positively diminished, have so often heard him declare ought to be 
, La>t year rlie enemy's force, in ‘the ht*Id sacred^ and which, before his ardent 

dumber of ships of the line, was to ours only hopes of the wonderlul effects of his famous 
.IS two to three; the numbers now arc nearly, parish bill, were disappofnicd, he would not 
if not quite Our miliiary force at upon any account consent to touch? What 

home, which last year was thought barely reason; then, resulting from a comparison of 
ftnfficient for defence against the lesser dan- our present state vi/ith that in which he last 
gcr, is now not ohiy prop'trtiQnabfyx nailer, year voted for an enquiry — what reason re- 
(v^ith reference, I mean, to the great in- ;suliing frotn any hope of the future that can 
crease of the enemy's means), bat it be gjroundTcd upon the experience 

4tliy and psitivdy diminished; it is threat- of the past,’ wUl any man, who did vote for 
ened, too, with a still further, reduction, by that enquiry then, assign for resisting it now? 
-ihe large detachments which are now and I reallycan conceive none, excepting, indeed, 
Jong have been embarked at Cork, and are one, which the right hon. gent, himself will 
apparently kept in readiness to sail for the. haydjy avow, and which some of his coU 
support or recovery of our colonics, whciie leagues would scarcely carry their complai- 
there is every appearance of the <»mmence«^ sance to himso faras to concur in if he did, 
ment of operations, whkh, if. they should namely, that he is prime minister now, and 
continue, would (as we know from experi- that he was not in that- situation then. But 
ence) prove a dreadful drain to the flower of whatever a few of his friends may feci, the 
ocr array, whatever, in other respepts, theii? majority of the house, I trust, will not carry 
ultimate issue might be. Looking, therefore, so far their blind confidence in a minister 
at the sure of our affairs as compared under whose management the country has 
with the past, it is n.anffcst ihat the public been brought into a situation, beyond all 
force is now infinitely more inadequate to comparison ‘ worse than was at that time, 
the services required of it than it was when whin he himsenf dt^lared it to be the durv 
. ^ right lion, gent, voted- for ibc ei^uJry pf . parliament to enguire into the state of the 
^ich I now propose: and as to the/jtr/«r^, public force, and investigate the means of 
what possible ground is there for hoping that iihproying it.— But, sir, it may perhaps be 
• the state of our army will improve, or ibat, asked Of me^ what, if the hpuse adopted my 
wdien the war becomes active, it will not ra- motion, I should We to propose to the com- 
pidly fall off? The right lion. gent, ip an- mtttee to do, with a view to remedy the evils 
awer to a question which I put to him before of whidh 1 complain? Sir, I do not know 
I gave notice of my present motion, declared tbet it is incumbent on me to propose any 
that he had no new measures to. propose; and, tbiUg. I' have attempted to prove, that our 
judging of the probable future results of hh frtfsent systefh is defective, inefficacious, and 
present system by the ample trial it has' ;|1- revision. If 1 have established that, 

ready had, what, can we exi>ect/from.;it ? ^,1 ihit^ I bav^^ then 1 have done enough 
tvhar, Isay, has hitherto. been thertyofeof tp jjteftff iny motidn, and L might, without 
nil his boasted plans for. imlifbprieQr perhrfps* ihc-rcst to the 

army? Is it not proved in wi^dbrn pr jihe house, I believe, indeed, 

tubers the most indJWtaWc,.#]^^ that it is almost impossible to put a stop all 
compahson of the to tbe various bad consequences that 

fecuve«'i^thdfvh'i? ar;my fesultad from the system which has for 

' !* ^* *’?* Wr f*** r#iy;ibel^ ddnng 4 p^t:iod^^^^^^ time past been pursued; and certainly 
JO whiCtK^e have had ho loss of men'bjf W- * db libr pretend to cf^t so much. But a 
Jitary operations, excepting. injbc East I.nJcl^nj^ is absolutely necessary; 
dwsonly, the infantry, vjjncli ^pearly nlfcfits,; ofi|EF€af magnifude and importance, 
40,000 men of ;ts compliment, has abso- ^duIdVsWfrom such improvements in our 
luteJy, gained oolhihg ? that tlic. Mtualties military system as I should propose to the 







commiKce to adopt at once; 'and the rest f obtain a dl$fiistiihh army?. Is it hot evident ' 
tsroiiid follow.— I shall therefore briefly sfa^c to every man of common sense that this en"^ ' ' 
the outlines of what 1 would now propose; ormous army most absorb thc'greafce^ 
but must previously ajpprisc the house, that part of the men Who would otherwise ^lO inJ . v 
^ess sfiggesttons, although in my opinion of to the fegiiistents of the line? for this home . 
infinite imporraiice, are no longer new. The army h^lds out to them not only all the ge- 
subji-ct has hceji so often discussed ; I have ncrai induceincnts to enlist which the regu-t “ 
myself so frequeirJy delivered my opinions Jar army can ^t^fler, but also many very fm- 
unon it in the house; my right hon. friend portant and weighty advriniagcs which are 
(Mr. Windham) above all, has treated it in j.^ecuHar to it, and which the latter docs net 
so masterly a manner, that little more is left possess. For, if wecon*»idcr for a moment 
for me now, than cither to repeat myself, or Wh*At are the circumstances or disposiiions 
imperfectly to rccspitulatc what he at various which induce men to enlist as private ioU 
times has so forcibly urged. But the subjecr dters, we fehairbe convinced that either tem- 
isoneofsuchtranscendantirapoftancetorhe porary distress, bran inclination to an idla 
glory, the welfare, and the safety of the scat*?; and vagrant life mixed with a dcsire'of figurJ ' 
that I shall venture to trespass a little longer ing^in a gay and.sctendid military dress, aro 
on tlic patience of the hoose.-i-If, then, we amongst the moaVfrequeiJt and powerful; and 
do go into a committee, the first (hio^ ihlit all these opetafe as miich in favour of the. 

I would propose to it to do, wohld be^ to im- home army as of jthe regiments of the line ; 
do all that the right hon* gjfnt. (Nfr* Rt^ ^iddiiion to which, the former can offer as 
has done ; namely, to repeal at once the good pay and a much higher bounty to a 
whole of his Parish Bill; and if J obtained man for five years service at home, than the 
from the commufee Up 'more than this, I Iftfer can give to induce him to bind himsejf 
should congratulate myself bti having «n. xQf jife to serve in all parts of tlie world. It 
dcred an essential service tprihe country, evident, that great numbers of 

on having removed one of the numerous oo- mph, who' Would go Into the regular army- 
stacks which stand in the Way of our getting if ihcjp had no oih 5 * oppormhity of gratify- 
such an army as we might and ought to jwst- ing those propensities which induce them to 
sess, ‘ What,*' will it be siW, r would make tpal of a military life; especially if 
you at once destroy that bcaVtlful systeip, ’^ey coiild engages In it for rlifriited term of 
from which, in the eloquent descri(^ 1 on that years, HviJl now prefer those branches of the 
wns given of it by its author, we were taught service in which all chose propenMties arc 
to expect such happy results? Have you no equally gratified, in which' they will at the 
Cvinsidcration for those sixty batC9lrqns,.vwho end of we years have the option of remain- 
so tenderly sympathiae with jobf favourite ing or changing their situation if they do not 
regular army ?" — None at all, sir. — Nartlihg like it, and in wbic^h they are not exposed to 
less than the immediate dcstiucrion of the bbfient to tb^sc climates, the fatal cfFecrs of 
whole fabric would satisfy me-' At tjje rime ; wJrid> ateso ohivcTsally known and dreaded ; 
of the introduction of that bill, I urged my and. thus it must be evident to every man of 
objections to its being paried into a law ; and qpmmon senie,,that the more you extend thia . 
the sooner it is expunged tro.m thb statu’u^s rece^^^ the home army, the more you 
the belter. For realty, rir, the geb^ral bbsiruct the recruiting of the regular army, 
cjples of it are so absurd, that 1 c»t\np*^a* which, if H.ws^'difi&remJy constituted as to 
gine how a man of that rigtie hon. gentle- the duration cf'service. and had not to corn- 
man's abilities could ever have 'Conceived bax such a comperirton as ytni now raise 
such a scheme. ' He says, tbdt ja^inat it# would probably be filled without 

into office, his^ objection bsuCih vd^eulty. —From these considerations I am 

that the gross amoqitt of bbif Tpfce tvas ibsuf jesliflcd, fifsf. In issiJmmg that all the men 
ficienr, as fhat too small a propritiq^ pi" Jt wfeim ybtr draw into the army, arc, in 
was disposcable. Now, 1^-hat.are ihb fact,, diverted fraoi the. regulars; and se- 
^ which he sets ahput to rem€ 4 y this condly,; in, denying thbt any men are obtain- 

Why by an attempt to double the amount of either or other such schemes, wko . 

V* If hisplansuccite^dv lNiifehilnptj,,by a mote judicious management, 

n the sixty battalions which hc.has .acJt Von have been pbiaj^ for general service for a * 
foot at aii enormomi and altogether .us^kss KmSted tiitie.'^ This is the main objection to 
cxpence had been filled, weshomd, ihclhdibg alj esraWistimiits of this sort gcneralljr^r and 
miiiria, have 140,000 men engaged fbt; borne as to this particular scheme of the ria^te hon* 
service only. Is it possible to conceive a gent, it is, from beginning to end, iraughc 
more i>reposi€rous mode of setting about to with absurdities agd defects peculiarly ita. 
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own. What can be more absurd, or if not line^ but the true state of the case is, that 
tdrogerher nugatory, what more mischievous, the parish officers have not raised any men ; 
than the idea of employ ing: the parish officers and those which are returned as such, have 
as recruiting terfeants ? and^ yet this is the in fact been procured by enormous high 
grand meric of she bill ; it is, to use an ex- bounties paid by the parishes to crimps, an^; 
pession of my right hon. friend (Mr. Wind- other professional recruiters. In the aDstrael^ 
ham] the solt^ invention for which this patent of i^| the men raised under that act, which, 
was taken our. 1 have heard the right hon. in consequence of a motion of mine, has been 
gent, the author of this bill, describe, in ge* presented to this house, it is stated that 3,999 
neral terms, ihe manif<>ld advantages of tnis tiad been raised by the parishes: and what 
snveiitinri ; hut I confers I am stiu quite ig- particularly struck me, is, that of 2,498 men 
no^ant lunv it is to operate; and I entreat of stated to have been obtained in Ireland, 2,29* 
him to condescimd, for once, to lay aside arc said to have been procured in that man- 
ihat eloquence which he can so readily apply ncr, ^ My curiosity being excited by this ap« 
to every occ^ision, but whkji may aometimes. parent activity and success of the Irish parish 
terd rather to dazalo than in!>truct an ordi- ofHceis, i mentioned it to a member for one 
iiary understanding, in^hc investigation of n of the Irish counties, who assured me char, 
sul^jcct so plain as this; I would cotreat of Uuripg the recess, he had taken a very active 
him/ I say, to condescend for once to tejl part in’ijafrjdng the act into effect in his 
me, in plain simple language, how it is that cemnty# ^t tlntt a single man had been 
these paiiv.h officers ace to perfotfm the task raised .by the parishes in any other way than 
which he has assigped to them. Would* he that which I have mentioned, namely, by 
have thejn do what all other recruiters, m all contracting with professional recruiters ; and 
countries, arc obliged to do^wotild he have that tbit was the case in all rhe other counties, 
them pass u hole days and nights in theale^. It is therefore dear that this bill, as was pre- 
houses, drinking with the lads whom they dinned* hfts operated mckly as a very partial 
wish Co cajole into the service?. Is this ifhe andunjdst method of raising money « and hai 
way in which he would wish the parish offi- been whqlly ineffectual as « ipeasure lor ob- 
cers to pass their time? and. yet all this is raining any men who could not otherwise 
nccyss'iry to recruiting.' And if they did have been procured; ivhilst the manner in 
spend t! eir time in this way,- could th<7 sue* which this pall upon the parishes is made, 
ccfil as well as common recruiting serj^ants? lias at the same ciiue been the cause of conti- 
A glowing description, given over the bpwl, those enormous bounties which the 

of all the pleasures, the adventutes, the glo- Army of ^]Rw«v® 

rics, of a campaign, coming from th.e mouth .the abolki(>n of which ^he right hon. genr. 
rf a man wl'.o is suppesed to have exp^tk need when he came intb<iffice, pruf^sed to be one 
them, raises the wander of many a ibobHtry'; of ihe great objects he had in view. For 
)i)d, and excites in him an admiration of^this every man raked by the parishes under this 
»?rjcant, whom hrbrlkvcs to have performed ircr, they receive 14I. from government : for 
his share of these herok d^dsc bot^ bow every nian of their quota that they fail to 
would all this sound in the mouth of a raise, they are fined 20I. ; it is iberrfore 

ful church- warden ? In shott, if parub offi- clearly their interest to give any bounty short 
cers are to set about recruiting in ihe^/xr^pr of 34I. rafher than suffer the fine : for if they 
way, they must begin by leading as f4k and |^ye jyl. bounty, 14!. of which is repaid to 
as dissipated a life as rcciultiag aerjeanta do ; Jiiem by government, the man costa than 
nnd after all, they will but. awkwardly ^nly loh whereas, if they bad not procured 
tempt that which pcrjorm with they: would have Ueti* fined 20I. A 

much 'more ei^dc and addlvstfi^ And ^fiar furfur bbnoty of ten guineas is allowed to 
ex/ra 9 r^mn toc^. men as shall yolumttr from the limited 

the latkr do not to .krvice to the tegimenn of the. line ; and 

«and the power of to j^ointb liM^ote every man who comes into the 
the arrny, it isirrp6$^bk tNy can bi^e any, fattier tbtough the medium of this pari>l^ 
^ifi , it- will perhaps be ^§0 I* no matter ranmf* may oe computed to have cost the 
whether you can conceive by ^hktr cotm^y 4^ in bounty only. Under ihe^e 
they are to mite men, ilil! fact is tney.dd rake circuinaiances, it is to be presumed > that 

/If this vt^as really the *ca)se(jr’ 4fiit ' I meiY,^whb have deiermined on going into 

should <i;epcai, ifot the same leasona w^kh I the army, will, instead of taking the di- 

bef ire^ss^gncd, that thtsd very men tnigfaf, rect road^ have sense and patience enough 

by a judiclont managemem:; have been just to look in upon the parish army in their 
lor the ^faguhti regiments of the way^ aud take its bounty along with 
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and then we arc told wonders of the effects of 
ihisjsysiem of drawing nnen^OD by degrees to 
that, which if it had been propobcd to .them 
all at once they would have been afraid of 
y venturing opon.-^Another very serious con- 
sequence of this bill, to which I wish to draw 
the atrention of the house, is the enormous 
and worce than useless expcnce which, exclu> 
sivc of these high bounties, has been occasion- 
ed hy the measures which government have 
adopted for the purpose of carrying this sys- 
tem into effect. There are at present no less 
than 59 batallions, all complete in officers, 
allotted for the reception of these men. Nine 
te<'n of these batallions tc appears were ori- 
ginally formed for the purpose of receiving 
the men raised under the army of reserve act 
of 1803, and were afterwards allotted for the 
reception of the men to be raised cmder this 
permanent additional force act, as it is piled. 
Not content with this number, which might 
have been deemed at least sufficient untill 
the experiment had been tried, the right hon. 
gen!, in his eagerness to provide room for the 
hosts that were to be poured in by his recruit- 
ing; parish officers, did at one stroke create 
40 new batallions, at an enormous and to- 
tally useless expence to the public, and to the 
great <ierriment of the army, which could 
not fail to be considerably deteriorated by 
such an unnatural promotion of (fficers, and 
by ihe call that was aim made on it to furnish 
non-commissioned officers for these new ba- 
tallions. 'i he ex pence of 59 batallions in pay 
of officers, agency, allowance mad^ to the 
colonels for cloathing men who do not exist, 
and other regimental allowances, totally' mde- 
pendant of the pay and cloathing of .the 
men, amounts to upwards i|<X9l,oooU 
per annum, every farthing of. whidi^' would 
have been saved to the public if since the 
commencemi nt of the war, governotesit had 
gone upon the plan of not raising new. .icgi- 
ivicnts till the old ones were, jpretty nearly 
completed. But even admittingr-whiclt I do 
not, the pulley of having some batallions of 
this sort, were* not the 19 which the, right 
hon. gent, found when he came into 
ficient ? — suffiijenC'fqr every us^ul^purpo^i 
even in tl\js point of view, they ^ertatnly 
were, as appears by the returnai4^^|tj» suffi- 
cient to receive a larger number 
has been raised under this act* addtitidn ^ 
what they before eputained. But they were 
not sufficient to display in all iisffitrce .the 
beautiful theory of the right hon. gen^emap's 
new fimgled mili;ary system 5 since a promi- 
nent fcatureof that system i«> that every Re- 
giment of the line sball have its fellow 
}ion in this new home army; and for this 


sole purpose 40 hew b^^talUons were created* % 'y. 
the expence of which in the pay of offieers^ : 
agency, allowance for cloathing, &c. amuuntf^ . 
to about 350,0061* per annum over and above '' ' 
what would have been .required for the pay , 
and cloathing of all the men raised under thi|f, ' ^ ’ 
act, if they had been put infcv tbe 19 bara!^' 
lions that previously existed for lirtfiifet^ seiv '' 
vice. And as the coral iiii tuber of effcciiv^- 
men raised under thi». acr, as stated in the^ie- 
turns, docs not exceed 4,500, they have cost 
about 80I. per man in we year, exclusivi; of 
their pay and cloathing, and of thdeiiormotii 
l^nties.-*-Con&idefing this measure, there- 
fore, in every |>oint of view, i;ji expcncc 10 
the public, itsinvfficacy as a measure for rait- 
ing men, its oppressive and unjust o^^cration 
as a tax, and the injurious competition raised, 
by it against the regular recruiting, 1 should 
feel that 1 had done the country and the atmy 
an esseniial service if, in the committee 
which I propose, it should be resolved to re- 
peal that act.— After I had got rid of the ‘ 
rights hon, gentlciniM^R pari^ih bill, and before 
1“ proceeded to the investigation of the means 
of improving the constitution of the regular 
aridy itself, 1 should be desirous of pruning 
some other branches of our military system, 
by which it is over^badot^ed ; and with tlu's 
view I should direct the attention of jth& 
committee ' to the. Volunteer establishment, 
bf which the right hon. gent, u so zealous an 
admirer, but which X have always thought 
the most absurd system that was ever ima- 
gined by any government for the defence and 
security of a great empire. 1 do pot mean 
to .say thay we ought to tru&t to our regular 
a^myonly; Tam very far indeed from esii- 
mating lightly the advantages to be derived 
front, the exctrtons of a great proportion of 
the people properly and judiciously prepared 
to co-operate with the army for the defence of 
their country ; 1 have always carried my ideas 
of the- i^jiue of such co-cperation as far as any 
. man of ek^^eiience and ol>8eryation in 
mUliaty avails can. reasonably do; hut my 
|.gpioion js, that all esmhlisbments of this, sort 
.juscfold be i])ade entirely, subordinare to the 
^ular. array, tharchey should beaomodcl- 
kdandaran^^ that they could atmo tirae 
and in no way intorfetc or come in competi*' 
tioa with it* that their whole tendency 
should be to suppose anii ^strengthen it, 1 hU 
Is noc the gccaii ton to enter into any detaifed" , 
explanation of the htanner in which I should., 
wish to constitute these suUidiary branctM 
of the public force: nor am I so sajnguine^ . 
as to su|)poSte,ih>«t we couK 
maindtr of present session, completdy 
digest and c$ 4 bii’.«b su^h ^ stf 1 ‘aUudo^ 


c 
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to; bot some of the defects of th« Volunteer 
arc so glfiriog as tsg| ^deserve our 
tueciiace consideration. firsts I iuost 

sdention that abominable p'rostiturion of mi 
titary honours, titles, and distinctions, which 
. have been so indiscriminately and profusely 
lavished upon men of all ranks and descrip- 
tionf. Tiie absurdiry and mischievous ten- 
dency of it has at diiTcrent times been most 
forcibly illustrated by my right hoti. friend 
(Mr. Windham), and 1 have never missed an 
. opportunity ot expressing my disgust at it; 
but 1 cannot let it pass without ns^ain repro 
bating it, as it dcfcrves to he. What; iiiaeed 
can be so disgusting, wi\at so likely tci lessen 
the respect for the nnllcary prtflesSicm; and 
what therefore more impolitic in the present 
limes in patticnilar, than this mobkery? 
Military titles were valued once as an ha* 
jiouralde distinction in sccict)'. Old. and 
meritorious offigjis, after long and hard' ser- 
vices, vverc gratified and lewardcd by obtain- 
ing the title of colonel. What must the 
disgust and morijficationvbe now, at seeing 
persons who neverr quitted the safe and peace*. 
iul walks of civil life, assuming those titles 
which formerly pointed them ouf as men 
who had devoted themselves to the. honour*^ 
able profession of arths, ahd wbidh were 
alq;ovt the only reward for the services they 
had rendered to tlieir country ? But ate the 
titles all ? No, sir, the tea|^ tank and com-,^ 
mand annexed to those titles has also been 
wantonly bestow ed upon the officers .of the 
Volunteers and if the coUo^try was to be. 
invaded to-morrow, every lieiWiCnint-CQlond' 
cf his majesry's regular armjT' would 
posed to find himself and hts regiment too, 
placed in a hituation equally humiliating to 
, the army and dangcrcu^ to the service; ihat 
^ is to say, in ihe iituaiicn bl l^ing ^ibsoJutely 
tinder ihe command of acoloiic} ol voluntters. 
Whatever the civil occupation of 'it>c latter^ 
and however respectable , their , iti 

civtUife, and the-proleisioos io theixer^ise 
of which they, empl^ themselves 
they can have no mbt ilUcii ahd; 

powers of iniHtary r^mc^nad p^'tbapi 
fore, with respect to %ke pt;iiici|ple:df 

their unfitness for liiiHtary ct^tnUnd, this 
can make but little ; ftt I 

Jtelp j^ticolarising t^e insfiince:ofl^ i)iia;rii 
ner^tt which this rink has been besi^vM;., 
r it lasohidicro^s^ oftio happy 

of the absul^cy of dbe system 
- that upon. It it ,onlj?.Witb this view 

,,that I am.\|npuced to liientlon'It; and in 
' doing'^so tb%I sbaH ^ Sp^ of. 

the wdividOi^ SQ qoi^ti^ ii^inhy way that 
eao^ tie . couddeffd sts takiog an imihir 
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advantage of my situation as a member of 
parliament. Nothing can be further from 
my intentions : it is the thing and* not the 
man I wish to bold up td ridicule. From 
all that 1 have heard, 1 believe him to be a 
worthy good sort of a man, and of an educa- 
tion superior to what people in his situation 
generally possess: and I cannot conceive 
that he or any decent tradesman can have so 
little sense as to be ashamed of the appel- 
lation that belongs to the trade which he in- 
dustrlou«ly, honestly, and openly exercises 
in one of the most public streets of the me- 
tropolis. But would it be believed, sir, in 
any country in the world, or can it be heard 
without indignation in this, that his majesty’s 
ministers, abusing the well- known devotion of 
the army td the will of its soveieign, should 
require df it to hear without a murmur, 
that an dfiScer, who, after 20 or 30 years of 
military service in all parts of the world, has 
iat Icng'h obtained the rank of a licut. colo- 
nel, should, if called our upon acruiil ‘Arviee 
in Cri^at Britain, be exposed to the degra- 
dation of being commanded by a pastry- 
cook— a retailer of tarts and chee«'ccakes f 
He may be a most worthy man ; every body 
knows that he is an "excellent pastry cook; 
and his puif» and patties are ns good as it is 
possible to make ; but is it not too absurd for 
credibility, r^t the vender of them should 
be a colonel f It is impossible not to laugh 
when one thinks of it; but it is also impos- 
sible not 10 fed indignant at this deg rtidatioi) 
of the ndlitary ptofessioift The pastry-cook 
may be ‘ perfectly justified in accepting the 
ra'nkf , but what must we think cf the go- 
vernmer^t that bestows it? and how is it 
thiit tl^c miliiary profession should 
long be mpeeted, military honors should 
be valued, or chat the true military spirit 
‘should be cheruhed ini country, where, by 
the acts the government itself, the army is 
thus degraded ? Consider tuo the immediate 
p4.{im!(^cal consequences that may result 
iro^ it/ if tbo country was invaded. It is no 
'#(agg^ai;lqh to say that his majesty's officers, 
hir fiiajj^sty's regiments too, may be 
GOmmanded by this man In the day of battle, 
:or byqtbcrs, who, however sufMjrior to him in 
r^nk lire;mttst be equally unfit to exer- 
0ii^th|l| ihilttary command over the officers of 
If the Voiuriteeta are mixed with 
tjbe;king^ trdops, as seems to be the inten- 
^bn ofi government (and as indeed in some 
way or other they must be) and the general 
o^cers'commandtng a brigade or detachment 
are kBfet^ of wounded, the command would 
in most cases devolve on a volunteer colonel ; 
fbr almost all the regiments of the line are 
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commandeti by lieu ten?* nt-colontl?, wbitst coiwtcl^r* that whatever (Hfficulty may . '-f\ 

. ruan};of the volumcer corps have full colo* in applying will* he cncreas«^<!- 

nels at their head, who by an act of par- delay. The llflpr the evils are allowed tci^ i;- 
iia.ncrtt arc enlitled lo . fank above all exbt. the dci&j^ root will they take in tlm V 
lieotenant-cclcjncls of the army* 1 did, in coontrv, and the more difficult will it be td / 
the committee upon that bill, oppose as much eradicate them. I shall not, however, dvVelt 
as lay in my power, the adoption of the any longer upon this parr of the &ubjecr,= * 
clause containing so monstrous an aksurdity; but shall pass^ro that which more imniedi^* 
hut my voice did out prevail. The eight ately relates to the regular army itself : and ''* 
hon, gentleman (Mr. Pitt) who, attended so I feel coidldent, that if the army was reinstated' 
minute’y to evrry clause and every st;^eof m the exclusive pos^c«.ion of all thpse advatli** 
that bill, saw no objection to conferring this tajjes, honours, and distinctions that pccu-’* 
rank on volunteer .officers and I presume liarly Ixlong to the military profession, if 
that in his opiRion« the hardships which the defects of its own internal cdnstitatibfl' 
entitle them to that rank (for vt^hich we must wem remedied, if the condidons which may 
toil so long) are undergone, -"-the experience be supposed to render men averse from enter*^' * 
which firs them to command us, is acquired ing into ib. were changed, and if the compel 
by that species of volunteer tfcryice called tition mo w raibcd against it by other branched* . 
permanent duty. The importance which the of the public force were completely abolished 
right hon. gent, seems to attach to diisper- and done away, -^1 feel confident, 1 say, that 
manent duty, appears to me quite coiiouii. tmder these circumstances, we 'should not. 

OiTC must suppt^ that in his opinion, the find it difficult to procure an army adequate 
volunteers, by passing a fortmghi; in mining to the exig^ies of the state.-^In the 
merry and carousing in some ^viUtge a few changes and improvements which I have to 
miles distant from their homes, (to the great suggest in the internal constitution of the 
inconvenience of the country, and neglect of army, I can add little to w^iat appears to 
their own business and useful occupations) have beeif urged by my right hon. friend 
do really acquire a very great portion of the (Mr. Windham) in the speech with which hs 
military character and habits, and fitness for introduced a motiqn which he made at the 
war. Nay, 1 remember that , at the close of conunencerrent of the session, when I was 
the last session, when the right hon. gent, not here.’ 1 pcrfecrly agree with him, and 
was reproached for not having performed [have always thought that the first thing to* 
any of his mighty promises of improvement be dope, with a view ro removing one of the 
in our . military force, he actually did very principal obstacles to the recruiting if, would 
gravely and seriously state to the bouse, that the enlistment fur a term of years imtead 
the strength ami security of the country had, of for IfC?* The advantage and propriety' 
since he came into, office, been. greatly en- of this chringe, which has been soofren re- 
creased by the circumstance ot I don't commended, particularly by my right hon.- 
know how. many thousands of the volunteers ftieod, seemed last year to be rccognix^d and 
having been a whole -fortnight upon this admitted by so Ijrgc a proportion of the * 

said permanent duty. Far ipy own part I house, that his majesty's ministers found it* 

confers that i am disgusted when I see the necessary to assure the house that they would 
soldiers dress, and the pomp and splendour rake it into their most serious condicrarion. 
of military parade, which formerly excited ^They afterwards stated that they had dorv* so; 
animating feelings, to which ideas of mill-, but that they bad found so many objection^ 
tary glory associated themselves, started by high military authorifir;;, as to 

exchii've possession of which was of no iiir induce ihcnt to give it up.-^I cannot how- 

considcrable smpo|fance.tQ raise in thei^outi* ever, say, that they have treated the house, 
try a certain fcftlingof respect for the inby; ,wth respect; for they ha\c never told 
an<l to facilitate its recruiting,*— I sir, us whtf those m^h military authoriiie»» were, 

I cannot help Jceliog some degree of ^gojt n^f'^baf were i!is rcasms which they assigned^ ^ 
when 1 sec all this displayed in every fn id' anppott of tlibir ojpinion. For my o«.*n , 

ihc town, with e magnificence ibaf' quite patt, t:do^ not csonsklcr this ns a quebtfoit’ * 
eclipses the regular army, by wriv .whose: upon which^rhe house ought blindly to defer * \ 

only ex(>eriencc of the milbary life cpnsisfa any milifary authority wharsf'ever, 
in having passed a fortnight on wliat is cause I do not consider it a« a purely tiiilicar/' 
ridiculously called permaueiu duty.-^Tbqfc qjotestion : nav, there are some points of virw' ^ 
arc many other parts of this volwotcer sy^cm, in which I think that tlje gentlemen com-« *. < 
which, as well as the rank of the officers, this hr>«se, from the very circumuance •. 

call aloud for remedy ; and the hopse should of ih^ ir nu being military men, are fitter'' 
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judges rhan those who have. passed all their soldier's service in his majesty's ai^ny* w 
lives in the army» and wlu^herefore^ have, may form our judgment of the probable 
less opportunity of obsrrvUpliitnd becoming annual Ib*i8 that would result from the pro- 
familiar with the feelings and prejudices of posed regulation^ upon that which is better 
the people and peasantry of this country, than vague opinion, namely, upon past ex- 
Thc question of the policy of this change, pcriencc. — With respect to the other consi- 
with a view to facilitating the keeping up deration, I mean the encreased facility of 
of the army, divides itself into two branches; procuring recruits, 1 cannot conceive how 
‘first, ibc consideration of the proportion in there can be two opinions. Il cannot, I 
which it is probable that the number of re-, think, be doubtetlj that there are manv men* 
emits would be cncrcased by ^lessening the who, though they might be inclined to try 
dislike that men now have to entering into the experiment of a military life for a few 
the service; and secondly, the probable loss j^ears, at the end of which they should have 
that the army would annually sustain in conse- an opp(*rtunity of quitting it if t hey pleased, 
quence of the discharge of men whose term of are however decermd from binding them- 
service had expired. W’ith respect ro the Jatter, selves to it for life* It is now looked upon 
it happens, fortunately for the investigation as the bourne from which no traveller re- 
of the subject, chat there has long’ existed a turns;" or, if here and there a soldier docs 
considerable body of English troops. 1 mean return iQ the place of his nativity, he comes 
the <Bast India company's European troops, IhicIc crippled or an invalid, worn out and 
ipf which the soldiers have been enlisted for a covered with infirmitkrj that render hini 
term of years much shorter than any that unfit for all enjoyment of life. In how dif- 
has ever been proposed for the king's army, fierejut a light would the service appear to the 
and in which; both from the shortness of the people of the coumry, how different a pinure 
term, namely, 5; years, as well as from their would it exhibit, if this change, that has 
being conMsni?/ stationed abroad, aH the' been so frequently proposed, to be 
\ principal inconvenicncies that seem* to deter adopred, and was accompanied by other 
government (rom adopting the proved provisioita 'for reodcring the situation of a 
change, must have been felt in full force, retired soldier an enviable condition. The 
' Thus we have an easy and sure means of men who quitted the army at the expiration 
tirying this part of the subject by the test of of their service would then in fact be more 
experience; ami ytt it appears, that until 1 effectual recruiteis than it is possible to 
lately moved for a return of the number of procure by any other means. 1 he com- 
fneti annually lost to the company's army in lortable skuatton of a certain number of 
consequtnee of xVAt term of seivi<^ having these men dispersed throughout the country, 
expired, his maje&tvs minister^ lisd never would bold out a pleasing and encou ranting 
thought of making to obvtoiit.3ao inquiry : prospect to those, to whom they she »uld re- 
and i am therefore inclimd^o Suipe<^, that commend to follow their example. And, 
they have never very seriously turned lh>6ir 8ir,,if the prospect of advantage to ihe army 
thoughts CO the investigation of the subject* from tbe propped change is so great, must 
' U'^ese reiurns have not in^leed made up it not be a great satisfaction to parliament 
in the manner that I had required; — the to find kselC authorized in sound policy and 
^ men who returned from India i/v tonsttjjuitce wisdoni lo adopt a. practice so much more 
the expiramn af tkfir Urm* not beiiig consistent with hamaaity, and so much 
distinguibbed (ss my mbtioirspeqfi^} from moGU conggynial to the spirit of our comiti- 
those who ucrc sent home, ijn ,coii^,^eAce ofi tiitiott'k, ,1s it fitting that without some plea 
wounds, or other causes of ^skoTig necessity we should suffer that a 

them unfit for active service : but l.Jknd#' a moment of thoughtlessness, 

* fr<^ (he experience of eevemly^etkuicsidedtm ^apflee# dr p^haps temporary distress, ho 
In that ctuiury, that very indeed ^tefs into army, should be deprived fir 

qnk India at the exptratipn pf /^ .qf^e j^ibenics and rights which the 

engaj^ement, and that the anfiual lpfl^ ped^ qf thU country ei^joy under that happy 

, pccaMonedby this mode of cooatitoribai which we prize as so great a 

tremely trifiiog. It is not blessing f>->^nd .not only men who have 

tbif part of subject that wq afe' tp the years of discretion, but lads of 
^ ujfioit Utpdly to defer tqmiUtatj^^qutboicIl^r,, an ilge^wh^ by Uw they would be tnOapa- 
by referring with mpfd' 4 tc 03 lacy to of lutklng any disposition of proi^rty, 
^Ihq- ieturos qf the Elitt Indii tt^y aye^^ ta ut* 13 years of age, are 

army, >and. also perl^jpa jquorhef permitted to surrender yV life^ all those ad- 

mvRta that shew the av^r«>ge>dtttdtihit of a rancages qf which as yet they cai^not khow 
3 ' ^ t/ 





the valpe. Iri every point of inew, theref<>rf» 
thU question ^serves to be seriously enter- 
tained and enqntred info by this house^ who 
I . maintain are perfectly competent to form 
an accurate judgment upon ir. in ail its 
bearings. — Another alteration which appears 
to me to be very, necessary • with a view to di- 
minishing the aversion which ibe now 
have to entering into ilMi army, 'and which 
might, 1 am confident, be mad^ ^withonr 
prejudice to its discipline^ relates to the 
qoency of eorporaf pumshmenis. It is/ 1 
am aware, a subject tnat lequirrs betni^ men- 
tioned with delicacy and caution j batnavipg' 
been before introduced by niy right holn« 
friend, there can be ho impropriety in my 
noticing it, and the less; as | havd little 
more to say^ tban merely to state ix^, .entire 
concurrence ill all that 1 understand him to 
have said upon that occasion. 1 iplly 
convinced tnat, by a judicious reyiSbn of 
our military law, the frequency of these san- 
guinary punishmenfami^c bemii^tqd/ahd'^ 
commut^ for ochem'^of a.ksa 
ture, but equally effectual and liifiSc^efor 
many of those offences which nmv . eapole a 
man to this severe and ignominious mode 
punishment. When I My fhis. 1 ‘btg fhaft 2 
may not be understood as veilectltig hiiht; 
smallest degree upon the collect of regi^ 
mental courts martial, by wnbsc sentence 
they are inflicted* It Is ttm fapr and 
practice that has arisen out of if; tbatl flj[id 
fault with, and not the conduct qfUbose by 
whom it is administered. : 'Chf frisquei^y 
of these puntshmeofs ixms{t;riji^^rily;-(^^ 
rate in a considerable dn^teib cdf deoitt^ 
from subjecting themsdlveji to maitSal hvf. 
Another subject, which I sbopld ca^nt^y 
recommend to the attention of the cobii^i^, 
is, the situation of the officers qf theaf^^ 

It would well become hot only j^liberaHw 


hfs army to a of excellence that was rj^l 

vailed by nO M^er, and by that miiana faitedi 
his country laWrank which it otherwhe nev^r 
would have heKf amongst the powers of Ett- ' 
rope, — {hat great , man, wisely cbnsideriug. 
that no stare can have a good army h^which 
it is not respected, and that, in order to 
render U a rcspeerct)! and desirable profession; 
it 19 necessary to hold out the prospect of a 
comfortable remnneration for th^ir Sjervicea 
to those who devoted themselves to i^n-con* . 
ridering, too, that this prospect would be 
:tOQ dismnt, if confined, as it is ^^Ith oSj^ to 
:riie possiession of a. regiment, which few can 
a^ire to; determined to make the situation 
bta, capriHns at comfortable one, and such 
m to enable them toehold a respeciable situa- 
itOjtt in society,^ that being the rank which 
every officer was sure of attaining in a rea- 
sonable time: -and accordingly, when 1 was 
ib Fftbria, upwards of twenty years agb, the 
pay%f a captain in the army was very near 
per annbm ; which, considering the 
dh^p'Uess of tbocoontiy, and the advantage 
■hi nev^r changing their quarters in time of 
peace^^tn 2 d>k!d them to'effjoy'a cousiderabld 

E iiod qf the comforts of li fc. — The pay 
bffic^i oT oar army was perhaps role* 
[dequate y^hen it was first established^ 
^Ufi every body knows and feels the enormoua 
increase in the “price of every article of neces- 
sary expenee. Upon this principle; the pay 
pf other servants of the state has, in many in- 
staneet been increased : upon this principle 
rim miWer, last Kssions, proposed^ and 
paditiimjijW consent^ to an increased 
atf0wvi|ee,.1&r list : and why, theri; 

upon whose courage and zeal.. 
ib^^^Seivice of thmr country, its welfare, 
jirt Srqprityi ^od its -greatness depends, those 
t^o pma'grea^ part of tbcif Hvcs in exposing 
iK)»iq ail the hazards of war. 


sequently the good of the slate, 
they should maintain in societf* . TOcf^y 
of a subaltern of infimtfy is 
what a livery mrvant costs 
when they arrive at the ranfe c^^^ll^^lf 
rank which many do not be/qw 
tweniy.fivc years hard .ser^^.>|iAd .wbl^Ai' 
as it can easily be proved by the mo^ itmpfe 

calculation, the majority never get ^^fA^^ecd until a 

at all, when timy do arrive at that iihttabt& protdsimr made fo^ 
their pay docs not exceed t8o to aocili per arc many othef potnts to whkh, if we went 
animm.-— The king of Prussia, who, by the into the committee, I might be deiirotis of 
wisdom of his military irstuuddfis, raised calling its attention, bat which 1 iMI not 
VoL. V, ’ a Y 


and justice, but also the unhealthy 

menr, to consider of the means of proyldla^, |br yhe defenhbof possessions from 

for them in a manner mole tbo^ f^b^ce yon derive so much of your wealth, 

station which, not meIetythek b«Vu;e^^^f^^y^f^^ and allowed 

but the resptctabiiity of the, army, ^tp a atate of penury, not less dis- 


ks >to the service, perhaps^ than 
_ to P»rPf the 

bas^ibeetr; increased : ‘ upon what po- 
' mio^t aet.wh^ they bestowed 
Ibt^ f^d^^^'ofeonsideratioa ' 
^ Wdthhedd 
;e;!'WMfch, Hbwem tnc^tual my 
- j^tneWr chase CO press 



^iX ' 

ictaijD the hposc wirh. nockinj^ at preaentg*^ 
oiic only excepted, opbn which I cannot hc^j 
• t-ikiiig this opporiunity of expressing /ipy 
opinion/ It bring one in which 1 
Jivciy i metes*, jnd respecting whfch. I V'-' 
frained from rroubting the hou$e uppu a }mc 
otci^ion, when it was introduced wiA'so 
jfdoch force and feeling by an hoh;vgenr, 

' (Mr. Fox,) when he made a motion rofi 
faking a more general view of the 
of that description of persons , to ^ahom X ^V 
Iudc> I mean the Roman Caib<i|fcs*/; TO 
policy of admitting them tnwi,tfie 
tary service, is a qaesfion 'wj^ell/I , 
might very well be cnl^toked boy** 
independantly of tbeit other 
whole of which« howevey/ t'o^iil^ /^^ 
tent that th.cy have ever pjrr ^ 

glad of every oppqrtuhity.'oi _ ^ ^ 

self a warm advqqate^ 
miy, howiev^r, sin the mein tike, be’ 
a subject ot separate coosidjemtiqn;' 

Convinced that the gramibgfr^ji^qrf^ 
tended with the best consequences 
By laying open the m^itary ^ateer 







ince 'pf |h^ 


Id. the service bf'tfieit own 


country, you wpiil4^bri% 
set of men who bxye furmsU^ 
most distingoialicd tw aimi^ 

other powers, to whjih 
bdog excludeiFfrom 

indeed, that they are'jkW alW^e^a, td icfvej 
in his majesty fs ..army 
what edndinoda#, am.thfy- 
service ? “Wh^pt bn the :c^i^ibb* iha^ 
are nev©r'"to;, Exercise 
tcuhexank whfcl\ cvcty’pffi^crj^yj^t 
stuff of which goodpfiic^eri ar^i^ia* 
forward to its the mcdneiqf d^bind^ 
|>utatioo« thcJpVe.qfVhmh.aa^^ 


nant. motive tb-g'fwt A '!c^ho1j|. 

may indeed attain ihc 


Wi but. »t tbe law '^.uw 
can be tmflytd asc{ 
you expect that ib^ „ , , ^ . 

of a country, who tfCjiM 
to that of.9tber .cpiWtii»:.0J^r 
jnflitsOT fliuk ^n4 «< ■ 

. jDies it jjup lo tte 
lioo of jt%he»t«a,...^-, 
bw^ictog bcea,faipk^.t^ 

, IQ flr'.Wje^ tbey. (bom “ '* ' ‘ 
.:d^t^afeor those bij... 

ji'ilr n'evrt.iisji 

jo;that«ewci|(|.j^'jijhi^4«f -,. , 
lu^rt wjiioh totbra 

ciouutty, ^a{^''^0i'tbd 

.'■■•' ■ ' 5 



[0 than dne occa« 
orfhamedt^ 


rcaa s armies wem* 

'slon, commanded by 

.ateJy descandedp from natfeea, bf his majesty's 
domipioiis. If they .had the fi|dbe encourage- 
incnc here, they wonld' undoubtedly preter 
the service of their own ioveicjgh; ami it is 
natural rp sopgofce/tbat/by the introduction 
of a ^proper j^rppbrtibn or Catholic officers 
idfb the. armyp rhnjiow^ orders of the peo- 
ple pfijlrela^, of.that jwrsuasion, would be 
mbrc,f*vODTfa^l disposed towards the seV- 
Vice; iiiMirWf the fbcruiikg' would be greatly 

points, rfr, 
,.lshpuJd think it 


infit.'bbmtbiku 

^etyafttenuon; 




.iuPt n^w trespass aiiy further 
‘^iphnd pablcnce of the house. 

ke biy mbtion 4 »X must again 
_ ike accura^cy of any of the 
i](^^qtsbf .Diiiml>ers contained in 
"Ife r hope that this 

' {^.coDsideied rather as a mo- 
'(hfther invbtigation, tlian for 
...V < . . ‘ lb of my propositions : 

" )royc* that they are 
ifaic documents on 


r ligajn expressing his regret 
^jri(^.of the session to which 
postponed, in conse- 
|ing del^s that he had not 
jJiib not prevent, in the pro- 
'^"ubiebls bn which it was 
office!: coocladed by 



observed^ that the hon. 

Eweph^ seemed very 

^able ro. convince , 



i^pedieimy of . appointing a 

Wc subject his resolutions; 
atf%4x9r remedy whicii he 
in the committee, for the 
hsi; CQinphiined, tbe undoing 
' had been doing for . 

"^“^■'‘“^arsV Jiavihg himself but little 
hntj willing to 

till 

be dUkppointed 

that 

of the 

tpgci 

.iyhc 4 r<^ was one period in 

<^cdi«nl 10 do so? 

' ‘ pvfd' rccbllcct,. that the same 
;;i|>rcn agitated in an early part 
''ifCss^n, and that neither his 
">bf fi^d»imr thc house^ at that time, 

. . , , ' ItJ-ritpcdich.t.togointo j.uob ^com- 
ipjfme^ ark^^ not believe that wSat the 

jion. col/- l»d this evening urged, would 







acifii^d . . 

ladci io, they had most decidedly ^^Jected 
.Putting out of hu vkw tht tarty p»it of t!tc 
hon, cwancra speechf. to ft?, had tm- 

velled so fat out of Kb tviy ^ ensure the 
conduct of govetmKe^at 
Spain, and te state tfeinjtfripufcons^ue^^ 
of that rupture to <j«5ae BHt^n, .^^Jkvb^ld 
confine himselfto - 
foie the house, n: 
state of ttejpotffttfj 
which the n^. cofe 



[ettin 




and wfaicj^ .h^. cd 

ing the house. ^ i 
adopted a systfemin 
which, although, .Kt 
duclive to^he foil 
by his rfghthpn^ friend 
yet as fat as it wiw^, tfejw Kflstilhay C 
with the recruriinky'^' ^ ^ 
istepce of i*hic& 
lar army had beeo?% 
si vely itpprbv.i^; , ' * 
might iiii^ael^_|he^t 
been disci^spdv^.'la. 
tend that a 
every disadvantage*, uu 
in the year* wa| d 
bad assetted that t%K:i| 
ed 4,oQo men in m 
the table confutetf;^ 
four first moQiKi^^ , 
experienced an^u^rei^'pj^J 
dilating in tbai'|irdphfi^ 
eight months, 
making in the Mdiole betj 
men, instead of 4»b^ 
eluding the tramfets fjjfiajip 
the hpn. colonel 
measure which he 
men lor a term Of. 
might without delay.hp '^^ 
proving the phUrac^^gi 
of our arixiy $ and he i&Juj 
minisrers for nj^,havini 
jeet, Now;,ihc%i^:r' 
ir the most 

the great of og) 

fiot^only ^otfg:,tj^ 

t)oc . coming to] piiflfamnh 
an alteration. ;in hii dwni K 
few more men wobld 
new inducemehr/. 
this opinioh by thd^ ‘fkei^ 
proposed to the Irish to 
regulars, a bbuntj^'pf 
fered for limited tcrvice, and .1 i guWwfdi; 
ttulimued service, out of 9,600, ohfy 'i^d' 


addition of' f wo ^tneas/td ihlist fotVWl^ 
mtfed tiervice^ 'The hoii* Pol; complalned^l 
the heavy eatpence of the second bataito^l 
bot^thise Wi^ tnfintte aerVice. Pxpm 
them the; fi^lf b^tttdl^s were mojt easily 
shi^lied, a$ wis4 jCfeeHy evipced in the refc 
pftau latdy awir bor^ to the East IniheSi 
WMchfWeit itntiH^ihibe!^ comp^ to their 
ij^ll cothpjl^ent 0 ^ ipDO men from the nun^ 
crowded fi^bi the se# 
VA«otKft> benefit atr^dfeV 
was, ' that in'ca^' Jtf 
>n|tHt^id|ngs^^ which hehad’nPvOt 
[d an pad) the humbcf bf pg- 
^ the midst of theebuju. 

tphtp^^aitt of the volunteers <^’ 
bt a Cl rcu instance of 
"^I^SfeibdWfWge. With regard to t& 
it p^«fot existing iii the regular 
armies raised as 
thblo^Srw fiiribtn were by volunraty e jc^ 

must ’be 

-illicit; but owing to the superhb# 
^ ^jbavtflg been accounted for in 
f,ri;'oii;jthc he rather thought 

[afyfifl -the: deficiencies as greatejp 
The regular army 
"% gieatCHhan it ever was in thi^ 

\ l^ar army' the d bpscaWc* force 
rt pi^^Mc^ispoicable force the in- 



British infantf)';^ 
of a vo- 

‘ liiiifc^d ing 4O0.000 men, which, 
rr'Ec^r' colonel might ihink of 
" ij^te or Spirit and deo^rmuTa- 
, Wilder them formidable ip 
to anack tiiem^ 
gyoiSis ' force', with the highest 
f i8o 3, and it 

^ that number by 

^'jQbWpate our present regular 
rsTofJanif- 
liy period it coiifcisied ‘o^ 
amounted to i79,fOO'ii 


manihs af 
:^f,^n'.'er the d^^* 
'.liytflF Janiisf;?, I80+, 
iNpivif bei'ig.i’rt k* 

feiw, ■ , 

■f jjyntg m mdmW TThc nifint^f oT :; 
t&W&n fXQpli pretty t]M-i»in»e a% 
cs^^fiod.'.iHi'iW'reaje-b^ing ■' 

Wvely fti Ef itlsS ttifiin try, ^'be hptf. ii^hel 

a Y X . _ 
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did not seem to attach 90 much consequence to amply sufficient for its de^nce* secoied as it 
the foreign troops io our pay as they deserved, wopld be from aiw danger of invasion^ by 
Even the native troops in Ceylon ivere by no Ibe necessity whicn the enen^ would feel to 
means conteipptible; the Sepoy’s had frequent* direct his exclusive aUjentim to those parts pf 
ly. shtiwn themselves formidable. Bat what hir own empire in which he was attacked. 
Could the hon. colonel say againac the HimV Admitting thaff^r foce, high as it now 
verian troops, or those other continental regi^ stands, does not stand so high as it .could be 
iTicms,wholightingundergen^Stuaftui£gypt, wished, what cpiild be more expedient than 
had abundantly proved tbmr bravery and^ dist tp permit the continuation of those measures, 
cipline ? It was impossible for him, coib- W which ft had. beeir so rapidly and mater U 
sistamly with his duty, to say jmy thing qo all ipciej^df The bill introduced by his 
the expedition that had been isent Op ftfend, bad* under the most disad* 

diterranean, except to expr^s hts. ^rprise Vqiirageoiut , citcumsMmcim,, m above 

that the hon. coloncl,..ib tptql |^oop mcn^Jn It Oicgefiqraland 

• all the facts which bad indweed/gb^t^jo^ r^cwting sbbuM i9 ^ higher ihan 

to lit out that expcdicton, shpuld takq lalad luihc^b dbne, it would cover the ca- 

him unequivocally to it. / operation of the additional 

colonel's statements of the gCttfSta} :qisti^i£^. ^rce^. ^ be a net addition to our 

tionand amount of dur In. our foreign 

possessions was erroneous. fivirhe ^Gcoupjri. tljaf ti^^/dihery recruiting would rise much 
of June 1 805; the af tillefy, were" pot included* xbb^ wslitadardL of last year. Wiiac it ex. 
but he compared them with.ihq^ pf Janua^ deeded1^:^aM^^ ka much would still be . 
1804, in which they were included# ICm It was impossible there, 

actual return of the tfcpps np)^ jfeirtyfpg contend that this sys- 

abroad was 69,^00 men; * in Jad« iliof they inadequate to’ the wants of 

consisted only of 49,opo,men.\j^> lb^f^^ The hoc. colonel , talked of 

actual increase of the number ot ttp^ new ttjbemesx of these we had no practical 
ing abroad was not r6;,ocfd |ia stated fay. the wp fand practical experience 

hon. coJoricI, bat ao,3C»pi^V?ufa. Ic^ of.Ms ngbtfafan. friend’s system, and he ear. 

the general deficknees at hpmq* ij|tc,fapn.^cai ricstfy .dusuif^d: the bouse from tampering 
had truly stated* that system fat setting the question once 

surprising, when we had. deiacJm such num<r jnpre adoau" . XOft a revision of the whole of 
Iwrs abroad ? BcSidck^exai^iie the compari. of the, case, in comparing 

tive quality of the jforCe. in Great Britain OU|^ sfreogtfa with our former, he 

now, arid tbai in jaftuary govern- 

we looked to the regular it appeared to 

Off the volunteers, no mao of s( e^djd;^nd hiflpri donO rheir dmy, and 

but must admit, that so fee ftqm rtc ib«s?lh4of Icfttf fan fa 'syateiO^ ^which, without being in- 
defence which the country posses§ed;faeihg to ochex pf the service, had very 

weaker at the > present mdnieac than extend military strength 

were at that period, they were much cf^sy^^ JJSptllog, therefore, that 

powerful, ami afforded much greater s<curir)i| warrant the going 

and although he would not say.that the rfa#; the purjwse ot un. 

gcr of invasion was entirely gbtte . faf# ,bc tO^his opinion had been so 

would certainly say. adverting to the order of the 

val and military force>. that the wsa. , - v v ' 

not near *0 cdnsiderable gentlemen - 

periml alluded to, 600.000 

opin!on.1|hat ;fa^4^jlU'#^if^backf Hd-could not «on- 

wen tl»c jight hon. the 

Wwinentj eichwuer's corps, the 

"J*t twrn he boie testimony to dieir 

.)Meha4 insatedl senetal 

canttMt ^fcoptic-tOBagih .J.|^ttiil h, take an oppbrtuoity of 

gtjritt aisjim*«W« ^igw' bq, (iienttbiiiiog. . it to ratliament 5 these were. 

isifewious men, and went 

KfiVMinc wder t^:pp9t«ti«h of throlfgb jii^oviek, for a whole day, as well 

yoli^nteeX«n«i iheienwlo- aa any fret^ and walked upwarda of tS 

|W regular atinf,-,w|j<| wouW be rnilm borne at eight. He would, ark then. 






what m^h'eotild do morc^? he was e colo^ latertCo'have^eebonet^compalsioii;. Fraoec/Tr 
nel f>f volunteers himself; he had been bad adopted cW aytteol before the revbli;^’ 
once in the cavalry, and one thing or other ttoA, at^ there , was not a country on the * 
for five and twenty years;,. he was; to tinrnt in which it was Hot pra'dised to t: ^ 
be sure, but a bad orarofA but he Icnew greater or lesser eacent. How was it to be ^ 
gentlemen who were good dfatOrs and no supposed, then, that in this flourishing conn* 
soldiers. — The hon«gcnt. alluded to the hon% try, considerthg the great competition whidi 
colonel's animadversions on the appointmept manufaeVuret and jsgricultufe presented^ 
of Mr Birch, the pastry eddk, to heild a tegv our arUty could be op, without at 
men; of (he London^ yolunteersii *Mr . Birch length resorttr^; tCi a simitar expedient? . 
was a man of good character; he was Bnhsting men m a limited period, had at^ ‘ 

cellent citi:^fi, and perhaps as able an; otaiof . re^y;. in some instances, been tficd» arid had 
as the bon. Colonel Thchlsiofjr"|>f not answered thC^ipose, nor did hethibk; " 

France affmded many 'tntt^oeea of men bm mcans^ of raising 

him rising to militafiF rank fmm, obseptlil;- ;lpcfh; waa tUhiotej^st as 'maoy at possible in 
What was Moreau btmself^^^" ^ yili^ng of them^ pn,whac other pnnei*; 

lawyer, and afterwards a , 

Sir James Psiiua^ entered ■ eflcc^uaf bat frb'm the circumstance of cvegr 
rlson of the merits of tfte ehlisn^lsiirirf^^ ptytimh deling hip^f interekted id the busC 

and the enlistment for limited ir§fvit{^V UCss? As to the Wuntcer system, he differed r 

latter had been tried in the' ' widUy ;ih hk obmlpn'^ it, frouiv the hois, 

and had failed. It was again' Opt {u npr di4 W think that any; officer in ' 

additional defence bill/ which[ wiff said ^ army-would feef hurt at seeing oiEcem 
the hon. colonel to have faili^ tdO^^ lod y^ of vpltiiuCeur* Far hisowaparr; it gave him 
he wished the house to go to s^ men ai^ive in the service of 

for the purpose of subm»tiQ|i^: a wbic^ |he 7 r and cubing themselves to . 

at the same time hc asserted jusi bee^‘ incohVcniehce Wjldmut the prospect of Any 
unsuccessful. The fact < was, o: her Country had ever ' 

disposition in those pe^k whddCmirhimed to displaced equal ji^nt as this’ country had ' 
become soldiers, to prefc^ enftscipgyora 8** doiii^ in'irs, vblimraiy exen^^ andhe pon*. 
mited lime to enlisting for nb good eeived the volan^r system as being at this 
efiect was produced by holdidg out thklbpop,^ moment the sbeCt apchol of the ttate, 
but the inconvcmiencetatcCbtbn^ hu* ; Ststeff wtkhcd to know why 

merous. To the system of ihfiiittnb itten fof because a Ip bis private capacity was a 
limited service in the armyof i^eim, bl.^d' ^^stry coak>'^itC waar incompetent in his toU 
been a warm friend, and he c^ptend^^mr tfiary c^i^Cieir lb command officers of intc- 
thcfc was no better mode td' rccrUtting ^ 'rior where 

regular army, than first to j^rhkit men 'men, thcie must be 

ter in that manner for limited mirvkC, ' Qf Ho saw no reason, 

iliat army which originally consisted : of ^f|ealOM$y id the te^ 

40,000 Only 17,000 rtmamed; hH^C 

had enlisted into the regular anpy; ' - ; ^ sec: hoW that syiteitt 

General Ncriea explained not. beasham- 

tary details, defended the » company of . 

\emment, and particularly 

no unnecessary cxpences had i«‘tm 53 !|,^feO,;ArWdJ .dri^ 

by them in thcpiosecottor cl*- ihefc'aMBSti: ' 

did not see any 'necemity'fbf|mStevta^'' it ' ^ 

a committee on any^of the.^ntasii^lgt^d, tb’'f[gurc to him- 

by the honoHirable mpver. ' '.V, pia^uhSd for life with 

^ Sit BrskwenlH,: for it Bmit^' ' 

his mind to the subj^t'of deVi^br‘|iilit: ^ one r&w it muitv . 

might be the best inode for 

army from the first, moment, he had nopt^t' 

The resuif of a|l hit dcliteratfon waa/Jlfiii to chaoi^" ’ 

no ^efficacious m^ns could -he \deyi^^J 5 f’ 

which force warnotifisomO abape ertmlbj^; coirfd * imt, ; 

He ^hould be sorry tb'dw^t oii the 9 tutd pne t 

of the fubjecr. But he had not yet ' of t It was" npt i& na^yns^ 

country which was not obliged, sodik^ br < tbcrefoie,M£hia heriidttld not I^^ 



'6m!1 ^ fk%tl ziy%tp^^^ ' fjco 

;i^ tban tile . Such, likewiMf^ the | an doing so, to would to ntbdloiisIjF sliok and 
^•Xatnitt in aveiy iittor kingdom fU Eurape* i concise. The bon« memtof who spofke last 
/ It wa$ a system bf economy, as wdi as'the j (Mr. Windham) conaji^ained that there was 
only 'j^pbabte one which promised to to ef- 1 no distinct account of the increase of British 
•^ecioaf. The price at which men ctold to] infantry, but . that a]I was so blended and 
obtained would to so much less, at aibplf tol conAisi^ with foreign corps, that no pre- 
oompensate the loss of mold frcgnent rec^it- ; else Idea eouKi to formed of what he regard- 
ittgt, or rather those iiKteai^ prbyitions | ed as our leu material strength* Itog 
lur soldiers, as would engage mM at the] hu i^ while I state, that not a 

expiration Of their tertir to enter aficsto maii;bf|ida}rr9^ Cdyloncse, not a man of 
The honourable member then proceeded 1ta Brjmwick pi Canadian foncibles abroad, or 
take a view of the diB&ent/4>^scrlptionc of 1 at honiei,;bne the ac- 

force at present in the: senffob df tma |foat rtu;^ of Btmitft such as they 

try, and cohteodedi that by itid t^ -year, and such 

jumble was occasioned, which made Ufobient I speak. The 

cult, if not impossible, to b'ticlusive of foreign and 

atatements; as the fippitrc^t first of January 
not in reality so, but were ai,at5'* infantry 103,67.0, 

part of out force to amittof* Hp the limited ser- 

larly dwelt on the iimtooss: 

trifling efil'cts, produced by S^lr; Che ist of Juob 180^, it was, 

, Now u wasadmittedi even 1 15,486, making 

who bad $[H}kea tp>night, that i|: tod,.^ilife «.f ioe limiCf'd service wa*? 

lately failed^ and he contented htmself Wth ^ a disposable force of 

arguing, thar/at all evenbi, it .Could. contend 

ftarnu This was a'^dflSidfpl his liol been materially 

what-..wM at first hon, geoticman, all 

aoWelord, avcfSceiWi5^;8fo'‘!^^^^^ ttof:^fl^/'IW‘'rnbw<'^id;by the noble lord 

bill, togs hard for a ttot^thc addition d force 

sb^'s wh^c it pfodkj^psS .ai;t'toh-^^ such thing was 

and calcida,tif\g‘cfhjiitmllp"Hi^tof':3^'W to the recruit- 

every week of ito ^H1 in a moment con- 

has: not had a suffici.i#vrta|:,‘'T^ ^ of the bill has bccti 

him of SBh apOttoci?y>totA;^M otoe^^^Wi; :tM I,o.st bycasual- 

•atrd of whom it and in rhe last four 

whenever any of >1^ to- the British army 

plained of b> p at the rate of more than 

him,, be .never casualties; 

again," It had toisn ’'jew the recruiting service, 

number of unexampled increase, 

^cniiiing tojitei'it last four months 4,650 men, 

on this principle ^ appears by the papers upon 
- thing, as, it produce of any former period ; 

firmce* ' for all casualties at home and 

.Mine time, that that you 'arc gaining 

, J« *he bounty ;■ men in four months, 

, ;snin notexcecdjcigc^*##i$i^ii^^^Wp^;P^^»f:^‘£74'acfoM'ad^ the elfcctuul 

..‘fosteiid'Of course of 

\p«o,ooo aw:fmd, ‘that recruiting 

V y^Bjiadided only resource, and 

pKMre fost to successfully adopt- 

tiottal compe^tifor^i "fe’iu ^focssary to «-ll 

' ' V The corresponds 

. , ihaft-;hc'u^uJ^’ hbt Jbttor^couqtiies ? Take but one 

■ ,: »p* ;fo|3»foe^l®ih,v.you ‘ have , 7^4 batallions on 

' to wau'^ure foref^foryito; supposie'this new system, so 

and that 8 

■ " fo||ira“< tSe ’peHb4 bf folvicSt^ you must 

di:^83blofi^oefo^pa^,fo^^ fo (hiifo jiave' ^^,Oo6 m^^ of returning; and as 

impto^ wpea ihe hwufoau^ kto couoriry, and many of a relieving force, yearly aQuau 






Would not tWs qf itself* to say ftpthSng of 
the expend Cttsite a douht. and indoce tlic 
house* to ,}»use ift they adopt an untried 
Bchemie, and which, if once adopted, cattupt 
be abandoned, in place of one whieh ftoOi 
experience we know to have beep prdBpetops 
and euGcessful ? • <• ' 

” Colonel Ctnutfuril made a short reply*— **He 
disclaimedany idea of saying any thing, 
the volunteers themselves; , but centred 
that government had /.placed them 
surd fiiruitipn.' The system by which 
were man^^titas in^ii^ opinion 
As to th^ genil^map be had i ^ 

spoken as-uia<^intting.;.t^'^ne^ 
volumedt oftcers ranfc o»kie^tho^ 
had seen the setyi?!e p^:j^.j oV 
40 years, and which moBt. hstv^ 
able efSscf id thc mjrhds sue! 
had no ilUwill towards that g . , 
believed he war a very-gop^^phirai^M 
had a bet^r , education 
might be exp^ted^to bay? in 
doubt he was a fit person 
might be wcll_roade|jlii^t,%‘^Jl4'' 
in saying that he 
in l^g told^ that sutm' 
respcccable in private 

him in a militai^ ‘ 

great deal of diferepce 
him and tivc nobteJord,ert^the:i!ijwfejP.C^^ 
military s>stem, ahC that 
very good reason for golpg 
for the purpose of 
The motion was then 


tpqlt the ui 
coun)5R:.bif.6.., 
claimed piyid 

honse^tbcltic 





without a division«^Ad 






'loitbs. 

pa ^ M M ^ t ' 'V ** ■■ *'W(i I • ra ^ 1'’ • 

fMiHUTEs.3 Tte>|i 
mL>sionen bill, the 
Woll«n Manufactiu^^ . 

Regulation b^Sa,; srwfi 
cominittees of the wb^ btj^s 

anif the fqxwf* atere 
The report -of 
being taken .iiil^'-et^h' 

Chancellor ptpps^tl-jMt'j 
the better wgttlatthg the 
th* parsonage and t^ 
was agteed'tqCby.!,lhit'ft^o<lSi 
amended, wa»'tl|tea o|!d«!^b$ 
time on^ • liCobday;^ 1 f 1 fe':rd! 
vision biU'^iiiead.a thi^.tl^ii^; 

•-Adjoulfncd. ■ 

-■ ' "' ' C - ■ 'i 

HOItSR w ',;''i!*'Af 0 *icSiK'’ 

Satut^iip, ;y . ■ 

(Midutss.] Deoiiia Sovrei Pfift ctq. 


0«SMaifl % m'H. 
:»^Tpiie acopiptr of iJnii^ - 
[» w.a»W^,tftl>epmio!U 
Ifb^ the m^. iitCsroifd. tiief 
jrt^i^-had agt^ to; the^Ropij 
the . 6eamwV,. EncnujntgaitetMt 
biM’Tnipe'trish CiviWblilwa^gta,; 
gaw;ao^,;t^'t.he 4 ip^ 4 »'*^ nextseisionr 

bring in It bUl' Wit^ of rih^s.~~ 

Mtv Alexat^^er ^ j^;poit.0^ 

Co»o«jjS|ee'pfS«JipIjK-^!)ich ti^f^edfo-— , • 

rlift.yi^tiait inpfea^r a|> 4 'Obtatned leave.. 
,;f4,jiff5j»'i<4;W!^y)i,(^ tbei,P<fii|aaneiit- 

Importatiot) bi^. 
^i^.ctMid)^ 'to be «e^ a tbjrti ' 
^m;i^,j,^h^.^T^.C:ustom l&pse Fbe*.; 
t|i^^^'ih^.!)WM^o,.l!6iilng biU, \vere'eea 4 :.i|; 
d^ifii^«!^l||e;tip^^lt«iit..inid.'.a comiiti(i< . 

tl^:t^>^ wa|'; 
.;ot h^^;[4^Th« , 

waj ief> 
to.,be;tCad'.*. 

... JM. ordetedtobe, 

§p)e.8 million .Loan bill; 

f..^’ ^ .KlU'^Ur and tl^ 

' .Mile ^Ir .wetp read a 

.Simngglib, Pte^ 
and order* 
'^’bb-Distmery 
to^'tead a 


|4ir;jpf;#ipKint* 

table 
stages. 

jLo^iists Commis* 
'^axes^lull, arid tlic 

• V- *r.- of the. 

^ ' "eft, .were seve- 

. passej};^^ he 


goifelk^^ 

■ ^oncmi^cd. was 
eiH'v 

jW pthce. ’ 

iMkps tfcajiad wbhVjgE^'par- 


iHeU^V , mp<rct lo cspVyrcSj lO lhi? y;«!r> 
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lodice of ttwland forces; he particnlarized t?n<;e irs introdoctioa into that hoose, had 
iome .cases, wbeie ht conceived the atfny been considerablx amdioraced. 
were folly as well entitled to its share of the Lord Harr^fy widely diiflered from the 
proceeds of the captures, as the xiavy, and noble baron in some of the positions he bad 
yet the whole was claimed by the latter, vk. laid down, particularly the idea that the 
at Toulon, and at the Cape of Good Hope; stipend of the curate should be what the in- 
Xhe Idtter place could not have been taken, cumbenta might please to agree for or allow 
were it not for the co-operation of the land him; it 'were possible an officiating mi* 
forces. A stronger instance obtained, in nisrerconld be got for a penny a da)'; but 
the case of a deiachm^t he had himstSf such ^Oufd be an ihsuffcrahle degradation of 
commanded while serving in America; the the deri.bl character, to uphold which was 
airhole of what' was^ taken bn that occasion partly the object of the bill; neither could he 
was captured by that, fo^; ahd yet, be- think H would have an. injurious effect with 
cause it ooold not be yo' tkell Wwed ^ i^apect to comraCts ditadvft^^ between 
cb place of its ulterior d(teinattdA fay tbf Jpfttiei, alladed to, .and bd thought the 
aa by sea, the property 41 i$bretfon^ Pf>w(^: tested by the bill could 

navy. The noble call made no'^ mbtiofi oii not "be; better placed tlian in the bands of 
the subject.— The Woollen Mapufaetiiihm reterend pief^. 

, bill was read a third ttme,and,pa$si^«^’I^ and Harrgiwij severally 

.Holland took the o^itdnity ptiefly tb ' In the course of which, the 

press his disapprobation of tbh ' principle ;j|>f :fbrine^^ expi^d bis opinion, that the 
the bill ; and bis satisfaction af ckndersflmd^ig in^tnb^'ts^ in many instances, were as well 
it was intended thd .general should . worthy tlfo^ benevolent intermsition of the 

, betaken up early in mb neat miontaf ppt-' legislature its the curates possioly could be. 

liament.— X^ord Holland pfesrat^ apetitron Tho Bisbop of delivered his sen- 

. fibin certain inhabitants of the iuand of timents at some length. He thought that 
Guernsey, whose names were thereunto sub- some nobli^iprds opposed the principle of the 
acribed„ against the Sampling . Prevention, bill, .while otfjeit defended it on emially 
bill, praying, to be heafo^J TOoir counsel, erroneous grotiodtl. A mistidcen idea should 
against the laiim. Hit lordship obsmed, he not go forth in ;ihc enumry that the bill 
should take an oppoWnity to -move that the would greatly ^lUelidrace the condition of 
petititionera to he . heard by . ^ubsei in a the poorer efo^y, nor that it would obli- 
subsequent 'Stage of the biU* The petition terete all app^rances ofpovercy among the 
was ordered to lie bn the table. ministery^pf r^Igfon. That it would not do ; 

[STiPEir0iARYCbaATBsBiLL,]-<rTji^ would be productive 

order for the Aird rt^ding df^iiiiil blli faelog. ;of some gem' ih' obviating the scandalous 
aead,' ' v riv.'> considecauon, that' many parishes werenoc 

The Earl pf ndt haviogaiijKeKdtty adcqpiiately supplied with^ officiating minis* 

perused the bill, since it ^ materially, ter|. \ He agreed with the noble baron oppp- 
airijchded in the cbmmitced, /Wishedfv^ek^^ in* ivwny vC^||srppsicians;^ and, after ex* 

, lordships would agree j(Ai6stpohe thd third by the bill in 

reading for a day at Should ijbf^t not ,tl^„bish(^,>. ij^fnbnstrating the necessity of 

be the sense , of the house, he the stq^ends, and 

|)crhaps trouble t;hcm with a few'bb^a* i 9 |iy that the situation of many 
tiona. On the question being pbt, ^ for the interpositioe of the 
Lord tfei/antL however b^'^d4^fte^;tnp' ^Imu^.tPwards thair rejjef, be observe, 
benevolent and tfeiirabld Vlqecif whole; the b>Urwas brought to 

yet, in adnfie pdnt# ;of j[^t|I^M<mti;M«hoptd8ay,**c^^ 
proved of the pnnctpfcr 'lVl!*!^* ‘ concurred in 

legislattTeihwrfoiimp^ nppk friend (ford Holland), 

and eCatmets, betw^u;: ,,a|id (|0an pf numerous, incumbents « 

aueb he etteei^ those cur|» ' to^^lf for the interference 

aixibfhe incumbent Meaaetea pf the .kind, more 

of a ^positive- fixliig df . am,' .. originate with, the rev» 

‘intnimui|«, and stilf tap^ ’Of k.^'any measure they should propose 

whicn to pibpontpn o&thatheM,m)u]d have his warmest support, 

rates, Aof •in 'a ratio "lib fh^^lentf bt hacuiq fie lameiited that the present bill was brought 
of il^j^vfce^jperlor|fu.ed b&'^iiccoTdfn^^ uy] fefw^rd so late, is» to precinde an oppoituoity 
rht imUh and pre^rty pf thfe of |ully and adequately discussing it. 

He aduillied tkai^ the pibvisinns of the mlL ' T&Bltlidp 6f Isnds^ spoke in explanatioD^ 




astothHiiiterpoitit* NdfeUmeon thewore Henry Iuar4 Melvilfe be 
of nf elect Of inatccrifion wai» fairly jLnipirraMe Cofptmoce. ' OrfeKd^Lora A, IjamiUon 
in the case of die present bill r aft^i heob^ moved the third reading of the Ctiin hdl# 
tirved, thacabili even of more irtporrance After a short conversation, in which Mr; 
than the Residence, acr, did not pa« until Rerguson o»»j«ard. to the msa'ure, .whidi 
the oth of Jane. W ArchiMd Hjtmihon defended, and sie 

'Ihe Fart of spprtWnded, that for John Sinclair consented to support, as n' 

want of a sufficient degree of publich^r jo temporaty expedient, laying ip Itis ciaim at 
the conitai's, the full heitt^t of the present . the sante time, if ths bill should be iontid to 
bill could not be obtbifldS,' fte^tOnded be, «''jotsous..a>^ propose its rej«fd inn Iptsiro 
for the necessity of * measure of thelsiod. ^sion., Toe, Secretary at War also, and/ 

In the coanry of IJncoln, he onderStoflMli. Mr. Uolf Lee. siiske .bthlly in favour ot 
there were twenty pirijliert, the dtify' of* the .b% after which Mr. Ferguson withdwv, 
which was, ft genera^ pjtrfori^d by iMtc oJ#>ition to tlB measure, apd the btUk 
curatcs.-s-Afier' some explanlMoH' %t>eeb, •‘ra* read a third, titne and passed.— A itles-. , 
some of the above peers, tbs' biJI was' read aSge from , the lords informed the house, that, 
a third time. On the question; ^ ifi passing 5 their lordships had agreed to the WoolWtis 
Lord /formeir, in refcieolSr tq whtit had h^ftelUrsrV Penalty Suspension bill, tlie- " 
been thrown our with respect to tbs situation Irish and English Corn Exportation hill, tho 
of various iDcombems, eitpressed East India Woblkiiis Exportation bill, and 

durrrnce in what fell front’ .noble hsrdi pn 'the, Irish Loyalist Compensation Commis* 
that head; he hoped the sa(nrct>6uld be adntrs bill, without. any amendments ; also,- 
Mken up ft the next srssft«i,n^'a4d<^, •» the Irfsh. Assessed Taxes bill, and the. 
that a great de^ of w^ftihft ain Irish Paper Puty bill, each with an amend- 

the subject wouft ’be dbtiined ritrtwgh tlve ment, and that they had. passed a bill for , 
nnJvisionsoifabilllately'acceaed'io by thrir coniinuift^ the proceedings in the case of. 
lordships.— The Mi Was- tlvett passed, and a Jnd« Fox. in which ihw desired the con- 
message sent to acquaint the cpmtrions there- curtchce of ihe.Jio^.— Mr. Rose obtained 

with. Adiourned. : • Ifavetobtingmdbill./or rhebettcrreguUrion 

II.' Ill ' oF^ Pilots for piloting vessels navigating tlie, 

bovs'b of ^oMMOirs. , Britilh seas.— An humble address was. pr- 

Julf t.' ‘ dered to his majesty on the motion of Mr* 

[Minutes.] lUe committee on the Irish Kjohaird, that his rotijesty would be gra- 
Revrnue Regulation bill, the ftrtHer' consi- cioUidy pleased to give directions, that flier* 
delation of the Report of the Irlft Ctinom.s be laid before the. house copies of any .reportt 
Regulation bill, the wiisidcniridn of. the. that may havSheeiv laid before his majesty by 
Lords' Amendments ft thefrisli- rMstiilcrs’ the coinmis>io«era apppinud for regulsiijl/ 
bill, and the further consideration of the Re- theCiviJaRaimpf the.N«ry* .Tbeaddrest was 
port of the Dublin Paving bill, were, on the ordered ft,, te presCpied.by sqeh mwbers as 
motion ol Mr. Vansitcart. pgi|'ofir,t{)i.tp.»OT.,, aft, 'dl his,'. ft^jrai^s privy council.— The 
row.— The. Irish Spanish Red Wii^, Duty of ' «lft 
bill passed through a C(imdiki«,.ft 1ft -ftt' oidW^bf-theJ^ay^'W third reading of. 

ported to morrow Linj^am's Divpftis Mjf. Ady^ . After 3 

was committed. Mr. Parki: wss.h^.;'^'^*;, |h4n'Ajftp^iptft ihj^ PW.WM read the third 
part of Mr. Uiigham, .iftvehd wun^w ' , 

were examined tbiichftg,^d''^i^>w1#& of Eaai. 

of the case, and 'the itervice of .]-~ 8 ir.A, A /»/»»»/ trusted 

Che billon Mrs. Dixon, Mft -^.Iw-riftAiM.lftlijdullS^ 

mothef. The .ftll, the» pasift^.tfi.ftiiiglf.jHttf h« ihqught ; 

Gbmmitiee/.'to bft rqftrted .* 

TliethiM hum&i , 

ihif off to lo-morftift— piijitjwhtdeiis^^ ,of the hon,. 

a Comniince-dn the Pa'rtiafttftttity * Jettca . 

Privilege byi'f ft lw're^ed;tft'M(fft%^,;te|Cf%|i<^^^mm>ift^fs‘ vf rft 'Ad-., 
Mr. Whitbifead tiifted ftjrNt iq.lIftSajtji ^a, pi, dated the ioft 

be appiiinied to examine of,'~fneir ,, 

respecting the Re|joro'df the CftiiiiB^jqs^' ofjhesgwe . 

of PoliHc Aircduhft, |»l«dbeftre . 

thereon, apd that the .C<»mmirj<S!LupPsIft?lF'rne ftftft»..h*f 

toMraw tu) artlclet of Ifiipeahhiueiit' hgaldst, ^lib-ft tie pftJus'sd. He thefaibrnbeggeor' 
VoL. V". ■ ' I ' 'r ii 
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leave to move that there be laid before 
the house a Cow of the Letter from the 
Navf Board id tne Secietary of the Admi- 
raliy, dated Nov* i 5 tb, iSoa^ in answer td 
the above letter/” 

Admiral rose, not, he said, to 

oppose the production of the paper now 
ifioved for; ts he had no objection to the pro* 
duction of any paper whatsoever that might 
give the house any neoemry informadoo Oh 
this subject^ but to exptn some decree of 
/surprise at the ciremnstanGe of movj^g foy 
" a paper, declared to be Of rOm t^lpottance; 
on the very evening previOiia, td 
sion of an important snmeip. io wjiieh h 
related, and when it would be ioiposstble to 
have that paper in the handa of meiobevi In. 
lime preparatory to that discussion* Theit 
’ were manv papers fdr which he bad 
and 'which were not vet printed* • Thefo 
were many others which he also might 
important, and might be deaffous of moving 
for t but his only reason for not so moving 
. was a wish* not to impede any longer the 

* proposed discussion, i 

Sir A $» HamMj wished only' tliar the 
answer should be in possesskm of^hie house 
as well as tlie letter* No delay had nfben 
on the part of the navy board resoecting the 
production of the papers that haa bcen 'ot* 
dered by the house, every elcrk having hetn 
employed in preparing them* . 

Mr* Kinnaird rose CO express his extreme 
reluctance, that a discussion . of fo mn^ih 
magnitude and importancts should be prmm 
forward on tp^mormw. When Vjipw, 
the verv Ove of that discdsi&tii» itwas d^ 
claiiid oy faon. gcntl«mei& oH both sides of 
the house, and highly iptcre^ed in that 
discussion, that there wc< o,3^ many papyri 
of importance to the wnieh 

were absolutely necessary^^ jufofmVt^ 
house* not >ec laid before it. ap'd whic^ iV; 

. would now be impossible to bring forward^ 
To the bon* member who proposed to br|i^ 
forward the fobject jh^piOrrowi ud ' ^ ^ 
eo&ld attach s hot odbM any map ifwr 
he had hot gi^W |hu. house;: 
j^bpare; bupf 

* iMr* Kinnaird) bdrhedihw'fo 

the matcer to hi« pwo h^Vthe^^ 

would be fatif ^oir Oiihdijdj Wti 

dclyy to whitA he'Ktd ac^ii^V 
hepte to a decisioii. ^ijft'ihii bef^ 
le^sion.^ ^^^hich fC^nou^'ae^iim ith^ 

that iP.4^ hoQ*' tihipfoer w^ now 


placcj^: he would Iiatfh:^hp 
6dll fiber posrponeii&nc Of hfs motidh/' 




ChnnalnY 0/ tbt- Bsiciti^uYt nO ' li 


hesitation in saying that he entirely agmed 
.with foe bon* ^nt* opposite; that, in the 
pttsent state Of the session, and under the 
present circumstances, whilst so many jcssen- 
tisd docuitienra were yet to be laid before the 
house, they should not be called on to decide 
on so important a Slibjkct* So sensible was 
he of the necesrity of some forther delay, in 
order to enable foe house fo come fully pre- 
pared CO thediscusuon of . this subject, that 
lie was mady to join any hon. gent* in using 
every means to persuade the hon. member to 
dem <hU tnbtim to the next session of parlia- 

bAr.’’' • 

rose, and said, lie felt it ex- 
UeMly hard' upon him. .after the repeated 
delays ^ which he bad acceded, week after 
week; aftef foetpains hp had taken to prepare 
bimielf .oUlfob subject, that he should now 
be c^ed to postpone it to a future ses- 
sidn’plf paniaihent* ^ He had only to say. 
foar. from the dpeoments he had moved, he 
was prepared fo substantiate his charges 
againu tl^ noble earl; and that, although 
delay was npw prppP^ for the want of other 
docuntenia not yet laid before the house, he 
could truly msert that foe papers which had 
tsfon mpv^.for by thP hon* admiral had no 
mote itleyimcy to the subject than to any 
other siil^eui^ however extraneous* He beg- 
ged. however, to remind the house, that he 
was prepared to substantiate his» charges 
agaipst the noble lord, to the full satisfaction 
of the boose. ^ and fo prove that to which he 
had' already , pledged . himself ; namely, that 
lord St*' Uras foe worst enemy this 

epohtry .eyet had. (A loud cry of order! 
prd^rl } He would repeat foe assertion, and 
iiie3'^:b;fe^y to substantiate the fact; and 
hpit^et severe upon himself, or. hurtful to 
his foeliogs. to hb called on. after so many 
,(foIay.Sr :Xpd so much pains as he had t*iken to 
hipself for the task he had .under- 
pos^ foe bosinesf to another. 
H foe sense of the bouse 
fogbld; 46 so. he would submit ; at 
bfovevCr. sp^mnty pledging 
to rfocflp ffoin bis object one 
pir, Ijody ’ of men 
tjt W hb/ mpiyQiii^ to. procrastinate. 

binngM imme- 

tl^' the next session 

that, as to the 
asi^rilofo fn n^atipn.to foe 
Uoblp^ ean. jfoey were hot worthy of an^piw. 
swpf/' hor^ would he condescend fo notice 
®»e* , But wifo mpfot \d 
fh^:nVcefsfcy>t .members haying au opportu- 
hfty 6f u^ipg foe papers laid betore the 


hphvj 
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house for their inrorniatioit .iipon.^ impor* cent's chakieter^ without the opportunity of 
cant *3 ouestion. that he iroald be that complete refatation which be.; had the 

admtrtea» as he saw a large bb;ndle of. those follesc conQ jen^e th<^ would receive^ upon ' 
papers now in the hands ^ ah Sdn* member, a fair discussion of the subject*. He there** 
which he should ha?e thought iciiecessaiy to fore regretted ^ceedinaly that the diicus-' 
niove should be printed^ but' that he saw it sion should Us'jpogitpboed; at thesame d 
would have been impossihle to priht them in however, it qouM. not be d^ied that^ the 
time for the dt6€u^sion proposed for to^mor* hbuSe was, entitled to th^ fuH pemssion of 
row. and which it was by no means hU to* twy i|ep^aiy ihiflwmatidp pr dojcument 
tention to capress any wish fpr poitpbniiig,: which epuld ^ obtained, iipim a question of 
But how the non; gent, could vennire to as*. iq.>inuch ina^);udef and that every paper 
sert that ihOse papers^ (bf which etthcjf aide of 

Markham) had moved/would hdi^ thdhduse^ shc^td be laid^fbrc^ihem pre^^ 

vancy to the subject, he was really at .mdry to a fuV aiid ; fair invesrigation. In 
to conceive. How did the hop.|erit^c^ order to this, it was exiremcty desirable, and 
trivc to pick up his knowledge of this fiietf if was fet fiur to ask, that the hon. gent. ' 
Was he privy to the tdrrespoiideneq pf t^ would state shortly the several heads of hfs 
ad miralt V board, or how coitld kupV any cbar|es asidnst the noble earl, in order that, * 
thing of the substance of that correspondence? hts.Tnehds 'might 'kiMiw to what points the. 
Was it in his country residence he lecclvji^ defi^oe was to^ dirtied, and what further; 
this intelligence? or had he a^ privateikd* d^umehts' lt m^ght be necessary to move 
cess to the b^oksof the admiralty^ thld he He had not himself asked for the 

could assume to know sp well wb|tiiyasdr smialliMt delay; hot now that the morion was 
what was not relevant tO thii subjii^ in the dei^rred, ht might say, that, if the discus* 
cniitenrsnf those books? Hc^had a fd sion had been bfought forward under the 
have some knowledge on this subject hrom. present Ipircumstanccs on an ex^ state* . 
his situation; he conceived the patkn hp meiw, itwbuM amost gross and 

moved for necessaiy and relevant tbtj^pur* unwarrantable proceeding* . The right hon« 
pose, and his as^rtion W^ at least as ^od the chancellor pf the exchequer deserved 
authority as that of ihb- hon. gent* He great credit for Jthe p^rt he had taken on the' 
mcrelv wished to ask the hon. gent* whether oec^ion, which irloine had weight, as the, 
he meant to bring forward moticai to- tnerit|i of the case had no share in inducing 
morrow, or to put it off? Beesufie^ if die Ut- the hc^. gent, to; put off the business, 
ter, he had a great number of papers to move , Mr. ^^ni^ to know to what length 
for, wh«ch he conceived highly Oneattal upon hd wasj^quired to state the subject of those 
a question of so much magtttttidpY bemuse, chargel. If the house thought him at liberty, 
giving the hon. gent* credit for iiU clie gbpd* he had no ^jcctipn to stare, that he charged 
ness oHnteniion he professed oil the enqutiyit, earl St» Vin|^t, that from, his appointmmt 
he wished to extend his object by rendering to the office lord of thc vAdpii^rahy, . 

the information of the house jM complete aa in iSoi, uniy||li^rt^ tlut siUua* 
possible on thesu^ect. / . ,ttou« fh«l the ships of bis 

Sir ui. as the letter of the Ad.; fmajesty's navy'^lmimttteo to his tmarge in 

miralty had been ordered.. tfH^gh( lhe fU{ .gfqpcr tepair^ more than such, 

swer ought also to be laid beCore peoppff KHi aji j^^ight, of the repairs 

He chonghr, too^ thaf the hphr. requii)^;^ 

should move for any papei^ he (bight .pet down shifi. to 

necessary ihia scission. I - I hM;'majesty*'a dock'Vards. for , the - 

Mr. begged to be ii^blig^rfo;il' bilt piecludcd 

word or two' ih Answer to hOfiV anil rash 
question, as lo theaburce df 'bfs d^harge pf tW, aran^ th those 

Jt was n(k dersved from ifty clandeliiae,|[£ yaidi lleces^Jy 
vity, or improper kccesl'id thehpqklW'^ .ffpaic 

Admiralty, but from the drywccM t^.iijWl id |b*c •, 

of that house, whete tlipse papeH; phWskf f^r ppwd baye beeni , 

by the hon.*adihir^l, had Iain ten drKdIe dap '!4b^l0i4^ ; ihitf l^;,iDotc'dp r$^ps to procure , .[ 
before he presumed to move k>r theff bmag in any thing/ 

printed* ' ; v ^ ;1|^ ihiP piotWlpii 

Mr. ThfUty observed, tbit the assoHi^i: a^pfimj^t qf wljf : 

made by the hon. ^member who ipuke lasti Mr. fosel to order* HetTmoghc 

would go forth to the injury of eatl St, Vsn* k not regular opbii a notice of ipocioo to 

r 2 Z 1 
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send these things .forward to the public J afterwards, and twenty* £ve. years after the 

* whichj:otild lu/t at that time be submitted to compact, that hcjnade application to parlia- 

a jregtilardisc.u$Aion. tnent agaim pommbsionets of enquiry were 

1 he S^Mkir interposed, and said, the horn then appointed, and on their report they did 
number called on to state the heads of. not rccoinmend any compensation. Had 
the charges it was his intention to. bring for^^ things remained in their former state, and 
ward, and it was perfectly in order for bitn the rights of the duke remained untouched, 
to* proceed* «> . there would not have been since that increase 

Mr. continued, and charged, that of revi^nue, which seemed to lay the ftmnda- 

within one month of the tenewal of hosttlif tton of the pre.*ent claim* He could fore^tee 
ties with France, the noble Idrd employed hta no solid objection to his motion, forrhe **n- 
' whole force in laying up the fleets in ordl* qoiries of the commissioners Would, in all 
nary. He did mean to charge, that in no probability, be concluded in six months, 
one way did earl Sr, Vincent keep the ships and there would be no argument of delay on 
under his charge in the repair that he.cuiglu; that account in regard to a measure which 
in no one way did he endeavour, either in the bad . been lying dormant for ihe last forty 
king’s yards or the merchant *s,(ards, toprO^ years. He concluded with moving That 
cure the building of ships necessary ^k^ep an humble address he presented fo his ma- 
the navy in a proper state; ainl these fkers jes^y, bestechin^ him that he would lx: tira- 
he would prove to the satisfaction of the ctously pleafeil to appoint commbstoners to 
house, and in comiadlction to any iliiln who enquire into the cltfims and allcga ions of 
would d^rc to assert the confrarv,. . 'the duke .of Atholl relative to the Isle of 

Mr* H\’Iherfof€e wished the hon. gent, to Man ; and on a full consideration of all the 
state to the house the nature and object of his cireumstanccs of the transaction to re)H>rc 
motion, in a clear and comprehensive way, what compensatbn, if any, it may be pro* 
that the house ought be fully av^areof the per toallost^ hts grace, and the heirs of the 
subject it bad to discufs, and iilcfxibers inigKt seyemh earl of Deiby, i a consequence of 
bejully prepared, in the course of.tbe v^ca- any detriment they may have sustained from 
tion, to meet the question with, competence, the s<«1i of that island to the crown/' 
when it should be brought forward. 'I be Chamikr of^th* Exebi qmr observed , 

Sir W* Elfird said, hts hen* friend had that he had heard^ Unleebc th«(t night chan 
fully stated the heads of ju‘s smral charges, a recapitulation of' former arguments on the 
but it was hardly lair to call him. to stare pre* subject, , One^ poinr, however, he thought 
cist ly the RKtipn he intetidcd'tp ground upon worthy of notice, that was the supposition 
those charges. Here the conversaiion ended., of Ibe eqiire. yol^tary concurrence of the 
, Sir A. S. Hamond’s motion was agreed tOj duke of A^oll. to the original agreement 
.and (be motion of Mr. Jeffery was uudetscood abodt' the disposal of his tights in the Isle of 
to be put off till next session. Man. , It 'must be recojketed that an over 

[Duke of Atholl’s CiAiw.J-^^Mr. figotoos ipc^sure^ bad been. adopted by that 
Wnherji^rce^ in coniormi|||||||th hts notice, fmuse tn^order to terrify that noble duke; 
moved for an addrcss.iOMp|^j«sty for the ibat he. Wka ndt unhke a person who capitu- 
nppoiiument of commisstm^ to enquire in.* iateds^H termV Was ir/then, surprising 
to those claims. He went aver i great part abduki have b^n rather glad to give 

of the ground of argument taken upon forr , up;# danger which then 

mer debates, and askiu|^hai were the reasoniu tbreig^^ rnp wb< le of hia revcoiie ? I'he 
for thinking that tbiflmke was hot fairly .dukti now came to appeal to the libc* 

wiib in the hargatn^ooneludcd i'^ the\yi^r, house, and that bouse would 

1765 f Ha4 *har^.at faidly cyriai^y not think of pteadiog a sututcof 

..well as now, a they would 

* fn parliament to ob»am.'5»iftie€. % i^? that ^iny, precise sum 

^ aum^ of .,70.000!. granted parliament aKuiild be jiMCefifaiM and proved aa if it were 

the. wboie .of tjhe Whkrb hcs i^ a coiisc;^' Jaw ; -they would not think 

askyd, and if it way not Why.dfil aC gtfiding 'tpeir^ conduct by formal rules or 

be , demand mpfn I It war^ thew bad ro tax a bill of 

tite iransacuon' waa.aattM. |ut they would give with e liberality 

wbp did justice to the cIaiwat,0nid,n9W^.k^^ wdiikyol tbt great object which was submit- 
ter the. expiroiJpp <4^ foiij lo ihm* end becoming the honour and 

' was called opqd^to ^ ?gaio^ t^raf. ebarycter of parliaroetir* . 

The pmsCnt duke cainednt^ pOfi^e^ipri-io the Mr. spoke io support of the mo- 

)C4f 4774« and it was ngi; liU dlteenjcars tiou j, imd obeyed, that the subject did not 
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appear to have been stiStiently understood | musf^ of course; bo notes of hU fbrmei \ ' 'J 
cue qf doors. I'hc proceedings of rhat. house speeches. When the right hon,. gentlem^fl^ 
generally found theif way to the public ; but spoke of >obi^he^ at least, thooghc htmsetf' 
ir «eem<d chat the gemtemen concern^ to entided to be exen^ed from zht suspicion^ 
these publications had ears so fastidious, being an advocate for orio anyecnao 
that they did not condescend to. notice this a mercenary poUtidao> and he supported ^e 
question in the same manner* as they did claims of the nob^ duke, nor from aov per- 
ochers, or lie was convinced that ic would sonal favour whatever, for he deerared; that 
have excited a very strong sensation upon the he ivas pot at atf acqoaimed with him* and 
public mind. He knety not to what influence had never spoken jto him in the course of hm ' 
this suppression was to hx attributed t but it life. Allusiona had Iteen made to a caqvass ' ' 

was piain,.that if the fninister found 4neans by the frirndsof the duke, bur the tbin^atten- « 
to go on with his business, without letting dance of the day shewed* that the treasury or 
the by-stander know what he waa abouf* the minbters were not concerned in tt^ andi 
there could be no comroul upon him* , and in a thin house* at the end of the 9csston*>c 
he might act just as he pleased* ’provided be always thought that any. man who opposed * 
could secure the silence of the joprnsls. It measure had an advantAgeous pull upon the 
coukl not be alleged that any part Of the law., minister* who was prtncip 4 lly aolicuouato 
fut pioperty of the duke nf Athbll was taken brij(^:i:he business to a conclusion. Very few 
from him in this transaction; and as for the duk^ever stood before parliament in thesi« 
suppression of smuggling, he did not see why tuatio#^f the duke of Atholl. whose influ- 
the parliament had not as good, if not a much ence did not command a single seat in that 
better right to legislate in that ckte for the llou^ either for England or Scotland, and 
ide of Man, as it lately asserted in the case of who was confined to his own solitary vote In 
the islands of Jersey and Guernsey. The the house of peers. Hjs parliamencary in« 
duke had set his ow^ price up«)n the value of fluence might therefore be considered as no* 
his rights, which he receiveti; and to say thing; btf stood merely on the merits of his 
that the British parliament imposed unjust or claims, and he was the more entitled to com* 
oppressive terms on him, was too gross to be pensation, as‘ being governor of the Ideof 
believed. If the present claim wiis acceded Man, it would still be very much in hia 
to, where was the security that the duke power to add to the revenues and population 
would no^ in the same way come annually to (a laugh,) no doubt a]s6, of that inreresting 
parliament, and that his claims may not con* island. He confessed himvlf ro have been 
tiiiue as a perpetual rent-^aige upon the a great deal surprised at what Iris right hon. 
country ? It might, perhaps, be thought hard /rtendhad insinuated, of the minister's ioflu* 
in him, CO use a vulgar expression, which ence over the newspapers on this subject. It t 
ndghtbe said not to have classical au charity [was singular emmgh to hear such an obseava* 
in its favour, though it had been used by ttion ln>m a. person who professed hiro«cll tho 
Pope, Swilc, Steele,'and the other authors of determined enemy of such publications, and 
their day; hut he must hope to be ^atused, who declaredy|^^ nothing could be a greater 
if be could call it no better than a mere job blessing to ^mf^nislttucion of this country, 
of the minister. He was not One of those thao^tf the of p^ transac* 

who would repfe^ntsuch a vote at likel.v'to tion# 'were suppress^!, and that itsi c.^nsritu- 
tend to deafness in the price of provisionii. tors shoukt know nothing of the proceedings 
or the imposttion of addidbnal, taxes, but h4 >of that house. It mighi be regular in him 
tlmught it infinitely too much for the publtq roluppose that ihcte were any straugers with* , 
to grant as a matter of private Of per«mat iu bcaridg. dr that there was any .such thing 
vour from the minister. '' ' . ; , as wporcen in the house; bur as it was. pretty 

Mr. ^d^Mifevsaid* hemwerfOseMtbidofe ki^ that there were sonfe means Of 
celuctance.to add to, the fafigne wtffeh ibr convey ing^ the diseussions of ;>arHamllnt to ^ 
bouse had already undergone upon 'thti rhe -pi^^ and a!f he Observed that it was 
ject. . As to the unelassical word \l0he artd, in generaJ, 

which his right bhn. fHend (Ml* with impaffUSty^: ntu*t conclude %at*the 

had, however, iHought proper to eO^ :iu that department had 

respectable, aythoriiies, tjc bad ouly *4' W» wee and alw wen* able tiydis* 

that the insbuatton had already b««A ifivhkt^Wai most worthy of at- 

at least five times over, in thediseu^i^^ou tehtiou* Wfwto th^^discossifvnscam^ 
thissubjecr. 4 hkomst appeal^ Wijtte 

to be merely a debate of. abd'fhe ‘ public but, tit hen ihtps wtro de»>ate^ of re- 

nucca from which his tight bon* ftic^ s^e*' ^pecitiod, and tlfe same arguments pstd^oaer 
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and over again, gentlemen of taste, in the form a correet judgment on the case* It 
aeporc of- them, mun have some ednstdera* ;vvas, of all others, a case.that most paKicn- 
tion for their fnders. He had always con- larly called for enquiry j and the most proper 
cidered publications of that*nature as matters way to do that would be by the appointment 
of the firs^t im)portanpe to the constitution and of commissioners. 

^ the countiy} and, in regard to their tnBo- Mr* spoke at some length for the 
ence op^ the public mind, in the case of the motion. 

da)(e of 'Atholl, he had no great respect for Mr. Graham assured the house, from the 
the authority or Opinion of a gcntlctmin, who habits of familiar friendship he had the hon- 
always professed himself a determined enemy ^ in ihat noble family, the duke of 

to them. He then read several extracts from Athol would be satished, and receive with 
letters and other papers, to shew that the bar- gratitude whatever the house should think 
gain was absolutely forced upon the duke of m to grant on this occasion. 

Atholk (,At this time, Mr* Wilberfoice ' 'Sir Burrmt^bi sOpported the noble 
came over, and took his seat on the oppost- duke’s claim, and oppOM the motion for a 
tion bench). He wM extremely happy, he Committee of Enquiry as unnecessary.-— Af-’ 
aaid, to have already expertenera bis obser- ther a few words from Mr. Wilberforce in 
vations to be 60 forcible as to induce 4 |||gn. reply, the house divided, when there ap- 

mover of the question to come ov^PNiis pearrd, for the motion, 25 ; against it, 61 i 

side; but as he did not understand half majority, 58* — Adjourned* 
signs he was making to him (Mr. wHbet- « e=9e=sss==s 

force, immediately retired to the ^posite^ HOtrsi op loxds* 

side), be supposed he now quitted him from ' * T wsday^ July 2. 

the fear of being touched by the vital truth [Minutes.] The royal assent was given 
of the question* He said that a MAse of de- by commission to' the Irish Civil List bill* 
licacy would "prevent him from alluding to the Land Tax Redem(irion Consolidation 
the terminaiion of the life of the forfner duke bill, the Woollen Clothiers' Penalty Suspen* 
of Athol), after having been compelled to sion bill, tht Coasting Trade Regulation 
accept of this bargain, but there were abun- bill, Mr. Pitt*s Indemnity bill, and live pri- 
dance of proofs to shew that he had not re- vate bills. The commissioners were the lord 
till'd as a grateful and contented man. He Chancellor, lord Wabingham, and lord Ellen- 
then adverted to various and docu- borough*' Mr. Alexander broiiglic up the 

ments in proof of this assertion, and men- Howth Harbour bill, the Militia Officers' 
tioned that lord Frederick Campbell, and bHJ, and some private bills; which were 
some other friends; had remonsirated in thut read a first time, and the University Advow- 
houm against the injustice and oppression son bill returned, agreed to. — I'heS.ooo.coo). 
the 4fOntraci ; after which he concluded with the 2,500,0001. and the 1,500,000!. Exchc- 
giving his negiicive to the motion. quer Bills bills, the Isle of Man, and the 

Mr. Curwnt denied that his grace of Custom-house Fee bills, were read a second 
AfhoU had the ability to increase the fair re- time and committed for to-morrow, — Mr. 

. venues of the island to the extent, or in the Adam was heard as Counsel on behaff of the 
manner which had been supposed ; and sup- Petitioners against the St. Pancras Poor bill, 
porrrd the motion for enqiiiry. and Mr«‘ Plomer for the bill ; after wliich the 

Earl spoke al^ in favour of the questiofn was put. for the third reading* The 
motion. He denied that the opinion df » earlupf SuffolK, the bishop of Sr. Asaph, and 
noble relative of his was favourable fo ^ Hplland oppoax) the bill being read a 
claims of the noble duke* ' " ' ' th{ro time, wishing for its le- commitment. 

Mr. Barham adverted^ to an expressiqn ' 11 ^ l^lVw^ by the earl of West- 
which had fallen fVom right hoQ., j^nt*'. inoibind%nd she dtllce of Mbntrose. The 
,pi^ice hiid(Mr« Windham);, and said that ite house divided on the inotion tbatthe words 
would be equally justified in now read a third time** stand part of the 

of the word * job;' he might, ^i^ioiT* Contents 1 7 ;'n6t contents 5 ; ma-^ 

prit^LM^, that all opposition 'fo furthier joritf 12* The bill Was (hen read a third 
coiApiemtlon Wasa job* - / . timeartd passed.— Earl Stanhope moved the 

Bjfird .w^ of optnldd thsf d commitmepc of the Trust Monies Security 
fair appM was made, not duly i^ the b»U* The lord Chancellor approved of the 

lity, W CQ^h^ justicy# .of ilk^^ ^ ^ pdncipfo of the bill, but wished it to be 

Mr.,^i«^r;suppotiei^^^ thefo postponed till next session, in order to give 

did not afl^ar to him time to cho'tfaorough consideration of the 
the hepae upon whica U Wutdlbe enai^d to subject*' Earl Stanhope persisted in hii ma- 



^J7] ' PARlk DEBATES, JuLV 2, . f7** 

■f ' I 

tion, on the ground of the necemty !Krhi<;b deration of them was adjourned to ^his day, 
existed for some legislative provision respect, three inonihi* On the motion of Mr, Van*, 
ing the due ^ccurit)r of Trust 'Monies, and bitcart, the further consideration of the Re-' 
was supported by lord Holland. The house port of the Commiitee on the Dablin Police 
divided on the question for committing the Dill was postponed to this day month, I'he 
bill, contents, 2 ; not-contencs, 8 ; majority, house went into the foriher consideration of 
6. The remaining bills on the table were the Report of the Commitfee on the Dublin 
forwarded in their respective stages, and the Paving bill. Several amendments were in-« 
house adjourned. troduced, on which a shon conversation 

", , '■■■..ra ■ > arose between Mr, Vansictart, lord De Bla-^ 

HOUSE OP COMMONS, quicrc, and Mr. John t#atoucbe. Eveniu- 

Tuesday^ July 2. ally they were agreed to, and the bill wis 

[Mi NOTES. J On the motion of Mr. Wi* ordered to be read a third time to*m9rrow» 

gram, a new writ was ordered for the imrough On the motion of Mr. Huskisson^ the Dis«' 

of New Ross, in Ireland, in the room, of tillery bill was read a third time and passed^ , 
Charles Tottenham, esq. who had accepted Mr. Rose brought in a bill for the better Re- 
the office of Escheater of Munster. In pur- gulat|^n of Pilots and Piloting Vessels navi- 
suapee of a message from their lordshif^, the British seas.; which was read a. 

S|)eaker attended in the house of lords, and nrs^HP^, and ordered to be read a second, 

on his return informed the commons that he time morrow. On the motion of Mr- 

had heard the royal assent given by commLs- Huskisson, the Paddington Canal Coal bill 
sion to the Irish CivilList bill, the Land Tax went through a cbmmicree, and the report 
Redemption bill, the Irish Import and Ex- was ordered to be received to-morrow. Co- 
port Regulation bill, the Coasting i^amens* lonel Stanley presented a petition from Mr* 
Dill, the Woollen Manufacturers* Penalty Francis Chalmers, of Liverpool, against the 
Suspension bill, and the Poor Clergy bill. Corn laws, praying the house speedily to 
Mr. Alexander brought up the Report of the introduce such legislative measures as to their 
Committee on the Townli^ian Collection bill; wisdom and iik^rcy shall seem 6t, ior the re- 
the amendments were agreed to, and the bill peal of the act of the 31 si of bis present 
was ordered to be read a third time to-mor- majesty, so far ns relates to the payment of 
row. A message from the lords acquainted the duty called the Middle Duty, imposed 
the house, that their lordships had agreed to and granted upon Corn imported from^ fo- 
the Stipendiary Curares* bill, with several reign parts, and warehoused in these kiog- 
amendmcius, to which they desired the con- doins, when taken out for home consomp- . 
currcncc of the house.-r-Mr. Rose presented tion ; and also for the repeal of the said act 
some accounts relative to ships under quaran- of the 44th of hU present msjesty, intituled, 
tine, and obtained leave to bring in a bill to * An Act to regulate the Importation and ^ 
indemnify such persons from the penalties Exportation of Corn, and the Bouniies and 
they had incurred by infringing theQuaran- Duties payable thereon.* And also for doing 
tine Acts. — Lord Bs<.oke presented a pcli- away the power vested in his majesty's privy 
tion from Mr. Greville, an American set- council, of advising and procuring the al- 
tler at Milford flavcn, against the South- lowanceof the exportation of wheat or any 
ern Whale Kislw ry bill ; which, after a few oth^r grain, the growth of his majesty's do- 
words from Mr. Rose, was ordered to lie on minions, to atiy country whatever, whether 
the tablc.-^Oii. the motion of the Attorney-, in a Stare of amity or hostility with the. 
General, the Lords' Amendments tp the Of- United Kingdom, at any time when the 
fenders* bill wc/jt* taken into consideration, |>rice of corn shall exceed the price at which 
and agreed to. The hpiise, on the intNion corn it allowed by law to be exported, with 
of Mr. Rose, went into the further coiistder- a bounty ; and that the exportation of graiuj . 
atjon of the^ Report of the Committee op the the' growth of the United Kingdom, .^when. 
Irish Infirmary bill; when the .amendtpems the price is, double that at which foreign- com 
were agreed to, others werQ.tntrqdqjCcd, aj^ is allowed Xo be imjiortcd at the low^t duty, 
the bill was ordered to be read a third time .may never ^igain be permitted upon any pre- 
to-morrow. On the motion of Mr. JpLose, tcnce. whatsoever; and that so the laws jnadc 
the house took into consideration the Lords' resj^iiugxoni, may be a certain and steady 
Amcndmcfifti to tlie Irish Distillery bill, the govcriimwas. to the com-trade tu be coafi- . 
Irish Paper Duty bill, and the Irhh Hearth denily actjpd Upon by the periiioner.’* The 
Money bill ; » hen these amenoments bcioj jKtition was ordered tp lie on the table.^ 
found inadiriisLuble consistently with the pri- '^fhe Letth HatboUf bill was read a third . 
vileges of the common'-, the further conai- time and passed,— Baldwin brought up 
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" ‘ tl^ Re^rt of tl^c Committee on the members 

of parliainehc*$ Bankrupt Privilege bill, and 
tjhe amrnd^nrs were agreed to. A nc<v 
ciauie was introduced by Mr. Serjeant Best; 
vhich, after being opposed by sir W. Elfbrd, 
2nddefei^ed'by alderman Prinsep, was adoptw 
and the bill was ordered to lie read a third 
the tchmorrow.-<-Mr. aerjeant Best, adverting 
to the notice of his motion on the r 1 th Report 
of the Commissioners of Naval Enquiry, 
w^ich stood for Thursday, declared his in- 
jtentioh of deferring it until the next session 
of parliament.— The Consolidated Fund bill 
went through a committee, and the report 
Was ordered to be received to-morrow. — 
Ingham's Divorce ^bill was read a third 
time and passed.— l^he re;mrt of 
reittee on Gardner's Divorce bill wasSKht 
tip by Mr. Baldwin, agreed to, ancnPl^tll 
ordered to be read a third time on Thuryay. 
—On the motion of sir John Frederick, the 
qr the committee on the Lambeth 
Water Works bill was taken into further 
cpnsideratjon, agreed to, and the bill ordered 
to be engrossed! — Mr. Alexander opined 
Ipavc to bring in a jbiii for Regutaring the 
Collection of Duties on Hearths, Ctq-riages, 
Servants, dec. in Ireland; also a bill for Ke- 
gulacing the Col^ction of Duties on Spiri- 
tuous Liquors, drc. in Ireland ; also a bill 
^ ‘for Regulating the Collection of Duties on 
raper,^ Ac. in Ireland. Ibc bon, gent, then 
brought in bills to the above eEect; which 
Were read a 6rst tiuic* and ordered to be 
read a second time to-morrow.— The Sug^r 
Drawback bill was read a second time, or- 
dered to l)c ^mpiitted to- morrow ; as were 
ajso the GlasrDuty bill, the Hop Duty bill, 
the Linen Drawback, bill, the Irish Military 
Survey bjll, and the Irish Loan Amendment 
bill.— Mr. Alexander brought up the Reports 
of the committees, on the Spanish Red 
^wTne Duty bill, and the Straw Hat bill; 
which were agreed to, and the bills ordered i 
be ^ad a third time to morrow. Thcj 
Commissioners of Acepuhts* bill was read a 
tlifrd time and passed. ' 
nfTlOTtBR's iNISaMNITY Rtt Uj-r^Mr. i 
brought in q bill fbir indIbmftifHng j 
Me, Trotter and others' giving evidence in * 
tpe case of lord MelviUe, froihAdy penajftif s 
td which they might othenvise t)& |iib}ect' for 
Wr.^OthmUted by them uni)er'‘ibat ;ttbble 
tiipeThe held th^lt^cfesUT^hip 
^^enayy#. ^ 'Thth.ill was rel^i #rst time, 
Qji.t^ mpiton that ttbe read a second time, 

or^hot 

tb' piwtiqt theperi>rt4!'|B^ Vo,- 
frq^^iYil as well as cninlha f 


Mr. Whithrtad replied, that the. bill would 
ccHainly defend such persons against crir^iinal 
proeecunoiw alone.— The bill was then or- 
dered to be read a secopd time co-roorrow^ 
and to he printed. 

[Duse of Athtoll's Claim.]— On 
the order of the day lor the third reading of 
the Athol Compensation bill, 

Mr. Crte^ey made, his protest against the 
bill, which he unequivocally condemned, 

^ Earl Temple expressed his strong convic- 
tion that the passing of this bill deserved the 
epithet that had been applied to it, **0! a 
scandalous j.ob.” No measure of this kind 
bad ever been carried before without recom’- 
mendation from the crown. That, or an 
address, ought always to precede the granting 
of a pension to that amount from thecon- 
solidared fund. 

Colonel assured the house, that 

had he considere<l this measure as a job., he 
would have had nothing to do with ir. On 
the contrary, he thoughtit a measure ofjnstice. 

Mr. Shtridan had waited to hear a few 
more protesters ; but he thought the gentle- 
men might protest in less strong terms. 
Their strength of language, however, might 
be intended to cover their weakness of argu- 
ment, He should not follow their exampJ :, 
and call them a scandalous opposition. As 
the summer season was come on, they would 
have time in the adjournment to become 
better informed of the nature of the business; 
and he believed they would then rejoice that 
their opposition had failed, as much as he ■ 
now did. 

Mr. thought the bon. gentleman 

himself had paid little attention to the sub- 
ject, since he constantly argued from some 
private statemciu, and lioc from the parlia- 
mentary documents. 

MK Wdinr/orce confirmed what had been 
stated by the last speaker, respecting Mr, 
Sheridan's rclcrencc to a private staicmeiif, 
whieh he called The Case of the* Duke of 
A|^ol. The revenues, according to the 
rproBt bf which the noble duke was to receive 
an annuity, were the consequence of acts of 
parlhm^t passed since the ifansfer, and to 
jvhieh he had no claim. < 

Lord De Jdiaquiere spoke warmly in be- 
half of the claim; he never gave a more 
conscientious voce in his life, than he should 
do for this measure.— A division then took 
place; when the numbers were, for the third 
readinjif, j; against it, 12; majority 30. 

Mr. JMtme 'pro|H>sed, that the arffiuity 
ishould cqdiihtnce at the death of the duchess 
dowager of*' Athol, which proposition waa 
Rejected Without a df'eisrmi.— Adjourned; 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Witiffeix'lay, Jnfy 3 . 

[Minutes.] — The Duke.of Atholl’s An- 
nuity biJl wAh bronjiht from the commons 
by colonel sSt-inlcv ; ihe Lciih Marhour bill 
by Mr. K. S. Dmiilns an.1 t!ie bankrupts' 
Privilcj»e bill, by Mr. i^rjeant Best. — 
Lord Holland referred to whir Ijcliad thrown 
out on a f’Tm''r evening relative to the 
proceedings touching the trade between the 
Lland ot JamaicH .jnd other British settle 
merits and the Cooijnent v:f America, and 
declared his inieiuion of taking an t'arly 
opportunity of bringing forward a motion 
upon the subject. 

[Corn Bill!. — On the occasion of the 
second reading of the Corn bill ; 

'I lie Earl ol Snff'Jk, alluding to the Pad- 
dington Canal bill expected from the com- 
mons, said the present system of the corn 
market was a very bad one, and temded to 
support monopolies. 'I'hc corn exchange, 
or market, was by nn means large enough ; 
there were but tew place's tor the exhibition 
of samples; and .these being in rhe hands of 
a few individuald, a great opportunity for 
monopoly was evidently afforded. He would 
therefore recommend the erection of a large 
and more com m-.u! ions corn exchange in 
room of the presfiu one, and also the estab- 
lishment of .inoiher corn marker, in the 
vicinage of Paddington. I'he same obser- 
vations would nearly ;’pply to the supply of 
the metropolis with coab, and to the present 
coal exchange ; towards ameliorating which 
he should propose to the hoiioc, early in the 
next sc.ssion, some propositions? the general ' 
object 01 whicli li'* ha 1 just Mated. 

[.SmUGGLINO rpDVPNTION BlLf,.] 

T he order of the d.iy 'xing moved for the 
second reading of the ^inuggling ihevention 
bill : 

l..()rd Ihllmid called t!ie arfention of the 
bouse to the pci n ion lie hnd presented 
on a former evening from the inhabitants 
ot the islands of XJncinsey and Jersey, praying 
fo be heard by their counsel against certain 
provisions of t4ie bill. It was his intention 
to move, t[iat the petitioncr.s .should be heard 
by their council. 

Lord Hanvkesbury said, that the objections 
of the parties were stated rather as against j 
certain provisions of the bill, than to its 
principle. The committee was of course 
the fittest stage for the hearing of counsel, 
and to that he had no objection. — ^The bill 
being read a second time, and committed fbr 
to- morrow. 

Lord Holland moved that the petitioners 
VoL. V. 


be heard by their counsel in the committee, 
and that the lords be summoned for to- mor- 
row, on which motion both were ordered, 

[Custom House Fees Regulation 
Bill. I — On the question for going into a 
committee on the Custom-house Fees Regu- 
lation bill ; 

I'hc Duke of censured the procras- 

tination which dela)ed the bringing forward 
a bill of such imponance, and disapproved 
of it.s being arteiiij'ted to In; pissed through 
that home as a matter of course, ns the bill 
went ni't only to aff cr those w lio held their 
places during pleasure, bur the emoluments 
of those who licld patent places ; a deccrip- 
lion of tt'pure, which was always held as 
sacred a’l an) other kind of property. Many 
of those persons were even ignorant of such 
a hill being before parliament ; he should 
therefore piopose, that the progress of the 
bill be postponed for a little time, until the 
parties alluded to should be aware of what 
was going forward* 

'I'he Earl of Wtsimoreland observed, that 
he should not on his part object to postponing 
the cuinmitrec till to-morrow'. 

The I^ke of Norfolk thought this too short 
a postponement, in reference to what he had 
stated. It was at length agreed to posrpone 
the committee on the bill in question till Friday, 

[Duke of Athol's Claim,] — The 
Earl of Wtstmouland moved, that a message 
be sent to the commons, requesting they 
would furnish their lordships with a copy 
of the evidence upon which they had passed 
the bill for indemnify ing John duke of Athol, 
&c. for his claims on the revenues of the Isl^ 
of Man. 

The' Marquis of Buckingham was well 
aware that the present moment was not the 
Ubiial time to make any observations upon 
the bill, as it had only just been ordered to 
l)c printed ; but be rose merely to observe,* 
that he and many noble lords now absent, 
might not think themselves justified with 
the evidence that might be brought from 
the house of commons, and therefore he 
wished now to enter his caveat against any 
objection that might hereafter be made 
against the production of other grounds of 
evidence; and against any idea that the 
evidence taken before the commons, and 
being admitted by their lordships, should 
preclude any noble lord from moving for 
whatever documents he might deem necessary 
to throw light upon a measure that had been 
hastily taken up at the close of the session, 
and which to him appeared of considerable 
importance, whether it concerned an indi* 
vidual or the public. 

3A 
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The Earl of fVestmrelartd never Intended, 
by* making the present motion, to preclude 
any noble lord from calling for trhateirer 
additional information he might judge neces- 
sary to elucidate the nature of the question. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that there 
was nothing unusual or extraordinary in the 
motion; it only requested the evidence taken 
before the house of common's, as a part at 
least of the grounds upon which that house 
might proceed ; but it never could be con- 
ceived of a nature to preclude any further 
evidence which any individual of that hoiuc 
might be inclined to move for. For his 
part, he knew nothing of the matter at pre- 
sent, but when it came to be decided upon, 
lie should forrii his judgment from the whole 
of the evidence then before the house. 

I’he Marquis of Buckingham shortly ex- 
plained, and said, he wished to put in the 
claim he had alluded to, not only on his own 
part, hut on those of some other noble lords 
then absent, who might wish to deliver their 
sentiments upon the measure — 'The question 
was theu put, and the message ordered to be 
sent to the commons. — Adjourned* I 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday J^ilj 3* 

[Minutes.] — Mr. Calcra ft presented a 
petition from the noblemen, gentlemen, and 
freeholders of the county ot Kent, on the 
subject of the Tenth Report of the Commis- 
sioners of Kaval Enquiry, Ordered to lie 
on the table. — The Duidin Paving Kill, the 
••Spanish Red Wine Duty bill, the Pilchard 
Fishery Bounty bill, the T'ownleian C< Elec- 
tion, the Straw Plat and Hats duty bill, the 
Camberwell Waiter Work«»’ bill, the Jribh 
Infirmary bill, the Th^mies Tunnel bill, and 
Judge Fox's Proceedings bill, were severally 
read a third time and passed, — The Chelsea 
Bay bill, the Irish Military Survey hill, the 
Irish J^oan Amendment bill, the Sugar 
Drawback bill, the GIas,s Duiy bill, and the 
Linen Dufy bill, passed each through a 
committee; to be reported to-raorrow\ — 
The committee on the Irish Revenue Juris- 
diction bill was put off rill to-morrow — The 
Irish Paper Duty hill, the Irish Fire Hearth 
bill, the Irish Distillery bill, and the Qua- 
rantine Indemnity bill, were read a second 
time; to be committed to-morrow, — Mr, 
Hawthorn brought up the Report of the Pad- 
dington Canrfl bill ; to be read a third time 
to-morrow.— Mr. Bankes brought up the 
Report |j!f tbc Committee on the Petition of 
the Trustees of the British Museum, relative 
to a.'Grant of Public Money for the erection 


of a Building to preserve the Townlcian 
Collection. — The Returns respecting Grand 
Jury Presentments in Ireland, presented on 
the 26fh of June lasr, were, on the motion of 
Mr. Elliott, ordered to be printed, — On file 
motion of admiral Markham, the several 
Accounts presented on the 7th and aStb of 
June, and on Monday last, relative to the 
Navy, were ordered to be printed, — A mes- 
sage from the lords informed the house, that 
fheif lordships had agreed to the St. Pancras 
Poor bill, and desired the house would com- 
miiiiicatc to their lordships the evidence on 
which they had pssed the duke of Atholl's 
Annuity Wll. On the motion of Mr, Dun- 
das, it was ordered ihat the answer of the 
house be sent by messengers of its own.— The 
Aiiorncy General moved, that the consi- 
deration of the fiOrds Amendments fo the 
Siipendiaiy Curates bill be postponed till 
to-morrow. Ai tlie same time he felt it his 
duty to state, that some of them appeared to 
him to be of such a nature as the house could 
not enterrain. He then gave notice, that 
he should 10 m(»rrovv move fo. leave to bring 
in a bill th.at might obviate this difficulty. — 
Sir C. Price presented a petition from the 
meichmts and ship owners of the city of 
I ondon concerned in the Whale Fishery in 
I favour of the GtC' nhiiid Whale Fishery bill, 
and again' t the pMyer of Mr. GreviJlc's 
Ordered to lie on the tabK 
[N'wal Aomi mstration of Earl 
S r . I N CENT.] — Ad m i ra 1 Mat 1 haw, i n 

consequence of 1 he -discussion that had taken 
place on Monday, and the cx:'lanation that 
an hon. mjpibcr (Mr, R fiery) had given of 
the tcndc'iifv of the ini.tif}n which it wafc 
bis in»enn n to bring forward next session, 
on the subject of ilie administration of the 
navy, felt ii his duty to move for a number 
of papers, vvldch, in order to save the time 
of the house, he shculd omit enumerating, 
leaving them to be severally put from the 
chair. The first was, •* that there be laid 
before the house copies of all directions is- 
sued by the admiralty to -the navy board, 
respecting the repairs of his majesty's ships, 
from the ist of October, 1801, to March, 
1803;*' second, “copies. of all direc- 
tions from the admiialty to the navy board, 
on the subject of working shipwrights, from 
the 1st of October, 1801, to April, 1803;'* 
the third, “copies of all directions froni the 
admiralty to the navy board, on the subject 
of working shipwrights, from 1783 to 1786." 
These papers were ordered, and several 
others, without any comment. But on the 
question, that there be laid before the house 
an account of the expence of building and 
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repairing of trie Vesu, Pallas^ and Narcissus, 
built^tVlvmniuh, &c, 

Mr. Dnkinmi fosc, not for the purpose 
of objecting to ihe motion, Imt to shew/ to 
the house of common:, the difSenky of pro- 
curing such information as that called for by 
the motion of the hon. admiral, hoc this 
purpose he should take the liljerty of n.*iding 
an extract of a leiier from the navy hoard 
to the secrciary of the admiralty, on the 
subject of Mome account.* on a former night 
mo^ed for by the hon. admird. The letter 
sraierl, that every effort had been made to 
com[)Iy with tlic orders of the house; that 
some of the accounts w'ere prepared ; others 
would in a few days be ready; but that a part 
of the accounts could nor be made out in many 
inonrhs, tlif'ugh the several clerks were cni- 
pli^ved in preparing them dating extra hours. 
'rhc.se atcounrs were those moved for by the 
hon. admin'll, resp^icting the amount of the 
original coniracjs, and of the annual oxpcncc 
of repairs of certain of his in.ijesty's ships* 
He stared this not u ith a view to put any 
impcdiinent in the way 01 th«* prodi»ction of 
the papers moved for, but to prove to the 
house the difficulty of complying with such 
orders, and the ex pence that would accrue 
to the putilic theff fr ni. 

Admiral Markhjm rs plied, that the ac- 
counts on which tin: h.on. gout, hkd 
nuMitcd, related to the orieinal price, and 
ilie amount of expcncc of annual zepairs of 
his majesty's ships, uhich accounts were 
alrcaily in the navy ('‘ffiec, in a b mk c.dlcil 
tliC JXiornsday bcjok. 'riiis book was now 
at the navy ofi'ce. Whui he was a ir.e«nber 
of the board of admiralty, ihcv bad ll'.e 
book at thar board. In this Ixnd: were rn 
tered the origin d price, . Til l the "ubsri.jui-iu 
arfiount of rep.ilrs of each ves'-el. Il the j 
navy board were so lax in keeping t*icir 
accounts, they were very reprehensible, and 
the more so, because <]uarrerly accounrs 
were transmitted from c »ch of the dock 1 ards, 
respecting the whole e.xpence of repairs, and 
for timber fherein. He* stated wfiac he ktu w 
to be the Her, and if the navy boaid on re 
ceiving these quarterly statements neglected 
to carry them on to account, they must have 
been very inartciiiive to their duty. 

Mr. Jeffery by no means objected to the 
production of this or any other paper which 
the hon. admiral might think proper to 
move for. He should say, however, chat of 
all the papers which the hon, admiral had 
yet moved for, only two or three were re- 
levant to the charge which he meant t 6 
bring forward. The letter wliich his hon. 
friend bad just read> was a proof (o the house j 


of the mode and manner in which tlie hon. 
admiral moved for papers; not one of the 
papers for which he had moved himself was 
of such a nature as not to be produced in 
ten days. As to the papers that h.ad been last 
moved for by the hon. admiral, he could 
assure the house, upon the fullest investiga* 
tioii, that it was impossible, from the vast 
mulriplicity of tiansactioiis which they com- 
prehended, that any account could be pro- 
duced, in any reasonable time, without ma- 
terial inconvenience to the public service. 
He hoped the hon. admiral would now move 
for all the papers which might be necessary 
to Iiis case. As to himself, he should not 
look upon himself as bound to confine his 
charges to the heads which he had already 
I stared. 'They should extend to a far greater 
I length, and cmliracc the whole conduct of 
earl Sr. Vincent, during his administration 
of the admiralty, the system of terror which 
he continued throughout 

'I'he Speaker here called the hon. gent, 
to order, as entering into a discussion not 
immediately arising out of the ques*tion be- 
fore the house. 

Mr. yfffry wished only to explain the ex- 
tent to w iiich his motion might go, in com- 
•,>Jiance with what he understood to be the 
desire of the gentlemen opposite. He was 
anxious that it .should ;i('i be understood 
chat liis motion was to bn conlined to the 
lieads he had stated on a former day. 

Mr. Turney was so well aware of the con- 
soquciice of putting any quc'^tiun to the hon, 
member, that he was not disposed to trouble 
the house an) more on that head. He had^ 
found that questions would not lead to*any* 
direct answer, though they produced harsh 
kanguacc on the part of that hon. gentleman.. 
'I'l.c hon, mc.ubcr, no doubt, however un- 
decided he night be at present, might during 
the summer make up his mind as to the 
t lie should take, or rei^ulatc hi:* future 
conduct, according to the suggestions of any 
person \iho might recomnimd to him any 
•d’stem of harsh proceedings. Without 
meaning any offence to the lion, gentleman 
(Mr. jeffer) ), he thought he could more 
s: 4 cly rely on rlie aiithoriry of his hon. friend 
(Admiral Markham), as to the relevancy of 
the papers for which he moved ; and, there- 
fore should not reply to the hon. gentleman's 
observations on that head. He could nor, 
however, but advert to the insinuations 
thrown out by his hon. friend opposite 
(Mr. Dickinson), as to the difficulty of 
making out the accounts; and he appealed 
to the house, whether, when a grave charge 
was brought against lord St, Vincent, sucJi 
3 A 2 
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a consickration should deprive him of the 
benefit of papers which he fhoui;hi esMrntial 
to his case? He was nor sufHciently ac* 

' quaioted w.rh the nature of the papers now' 
nidved to judge, but (rom all he had seen 
of those already ordered, he could assert, 
that every one of them v^as 11 «n rial with a 
view to the motion pr<pos'*d to be brought 
forward r-Koive to lord Sr. Vincent; and 
this, notw iihstanJing the C'mfiderit assertion 
of the hon. gcru. (Mr. Jeffery)' opposite, 
when the question should come to be dis- 
cussed. 11 tluT'^ was oifTicnlty m preparing 
the accounts it w-as nut chargeable on his hon. 
friend. 'I he question had not been brought 
forviaid bv him, and for himstll he ileprc- 
cared ir. Why did not the hon. member, jl 
he thought his conduct deserved it, impeach 
lord St. Vincent? Vv'hen he asked the hon. 
member the preceding day, (and he did not 
know how far it would be correct in him to 
state the substance of a private communica- 
tion,) what proceeding he meant to adopt, 
he was told that he did not disiir.ctly know; 
that he wished to make a statement on the 
sul'jecr, and if if was only on the last day of 
the session, that he would be saiiilird. As 
to w bat the hon. member had .stated re pect- 
ing the reign of terpT, the house would be 
the judge how tar tliese observations applied 
to lord Sf. Vincent, '1 he object pr^•po^cd in 
moving for the papers was t*) prove the ques 
tion whether or not lord St. Vincent had l^een 
guilty of neglect in the administiation of the 
navy. 

Mr. y fff y here called t]>e hon. member 
^.to ofdsr. He had himself been stopped 
when pn cteciing to state the extent to which 
his moii, n might go, which he was doing in 
comi liancc with the desire of the hon. gent, 
oppo*>ite. as being out of order, and he could 
not conceive it orderly lor the right hon. 
gtn . to dibeu^s tl'.e merits ot the case, as he 
stppeared willing to do. Idie hon, gent, 
here fell into the same line of observation as 
befor , w hen 

• The Speaker reminded the hon, member, 
^ that by such obsen .u.; -s he was not defend- 
ing the order of d e proceedings. I'lie con- 
versation was iti;^ far, but it was the hon. 
member himscli who had fiist been d^or- 
derh. 

•M*. Tierney said, he was only proceeding 
to *‘tate the grouii ls upon which the papers 
wi re moved lor, as he understood the diffi- 
culty of making out the accounts to have 
been urged hs a species ot ohjcciion to the 
motion, 'fhe view of his hon. friend in 
moving for them was to shew, by a compa- 
vaiive statement, whether or not lord St. Vin- 


cent was guilty of any neglect whilst in of- 
fice. , 

The Secretary at Ik'ar here rose to order. 
The papers were not refused, and he saw no 
use in the right hon. gentleman’s proceeding 
with his observations, which must lead to 
di.scussi<m. 

Mr. Tierney was happy that the right hon. 
gent, was not dispo ed to resist the produc- 
tion of the papers w'ith the weight of his* 
i great influence. But though that right hoiu 
genr. flit no objection, he should recollect 
I that another gnulcman (Mr. Dickinson) 
high in ofiice as himself, and entitled to as 
much cunsidcraiiun, had siaied the difficulty 
of picpariug the accounts an objection to 
the juoducfion. 

Mr. Jeff^ty^ again to order, saw no ne- 
cessity for continuing the (li5cus.sion, as no 
disposition was shewn to refuse tlie papers 
moved for. 

*rhe Speaker, — What i^hall or shall not be 
refused, will be decided by the vote of the 
house. 

Admiral Ma}kham hoped it W'ould not be 
disordeily in hi:n to w-Mire the house, that 
all the papers *-.c had o.oved for were incc''- 
sary to the motion. — d’fic several motions of 
the hon. atindral were then successively 
agreed to, 

[Trotter’s Indemnity Bill.] Mr. 
Whithi ad movtii the second reading bf 
Trotter’s Indemnity bill, 

Mr. Alexander dc-^ired to know, whcdier 
it was intended by the bill to grant indem- 
nity to tluse fiom all the c nsequences of the 
confessions they might be forced to make? 

Mr, IVhiibrfad replied, that the bill was 
not to force any contli>sions, but merely to 
protect the parlies giving Ce.stiinony from 
any criminal prosecutions, and not from 
civil actions. 

Mr. Alexander gave notice of his intention 
to state his sentiments respecting the bill to- 
morrow, on the quc.stion ‘ that the Speaker 
do leave the chair,’ previous to going into 
the committee, 

Mr. kVhabread trusted the hon, gent, 
would not object to the bill being committed 
this day, ns it was material tliat it should 
pass without any delay. The hon, member 
w'uuld have an opportunity of stating his sen- 
timents on the third reading. — 'Phe bill wai 
then read a second time, passed through the 
comminee, was reported, and ordered to be 
read a third time to morrow. 

[Conduct of Sir Home Popham.] 
Sir William Burroughs gave notice, chat on 
Monday next he should move certain resolu- 
tions, founded on the report of the commiu 
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tec on tbe conduct of Sir Home Popham. 
Hispbjcct, in moving these rt-solufions, was, 
to obtain, on the part ot the bouse, tor that 
gallant officer, the same acquittal trom aby 
imputation on his honour and integriiy, 
which he had already by the report of the 
committee. Theie were various other topics 
on which the committee had reported, which 
it was not his intention to bring into dlsciis- 
fcion this ion. It would be for the house 
to determine next session how far it might 
be desirable to take these topics into consi- 
deration. 

[Southern Whale Fishery Bill.] 
Air, AW moved the order of the day for 
taking into further consideration :hc report 
on the Southern Whale Fishery bill; which 
being read, he said there was a clause pro- 
posed to be addjd, to which he understood 
there were many weighty objections, as it 
related to the revenue, and was of the ut- 
most importance. In consequence of the ab- 
sence of his right hon. friend, the chancellor 
of the exchequer, he proposed, tl.rrefore, to 
postpone the further conside ration till to- 
iiiorrow. 

Mr, objected to this delay. He 

said, ho had asked the right hon, gent, who 
spoke last, when this business was to be pe- 
remptorily brought on, and he told him to- 
day, Many gentlemen had therefore come 
down at very considenfde inconverdence in 
order to attend if, and there was at present a 
fuller attendance than could be expected 
again during the session. Ho had co'nc on 
purpose himself, and it would be very incon- 
venient to him to attend to-morrow. He 
hoped, therefore, the house w'ould proceed. 

Mr. A'. Bautne said, that in addiiion lo the 
reasons given by his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Rose,) there was one he thought would weigh 
wich the hoiire. As this was a iubj;'cr which 
very matcriftlly concerned the revenue, the 
absence of his right hon. friend the chaneeb 
lor of the exchcqiuT would, he hoped, in- 
duce the house to agree to postpone it till 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Calcrnft said, the subject had been 
very fully argued in former stages of the bill, 
and he sa^ no reason why the chancellor of 
the exchequer should necessarily be present 
now; however, if the right hon. gent, was 
ill, he would not oppose the delay. 

Mr. William Smith said, he should be sorry 
to press a quest ion under such circumstances; 
but he saw no reason why the righr hon. gen- 
tleman’s presence was necessary. 

Sir Charlet Price thought the bill of fhe 
highest importance^ and that it was only a 


compliment due 10 the right hon. the chan« 
cellor of I he exchequer to defer it* 

Lord //. Petty expressed himself decidedly 
against delay. 

Mr. Uus 'kmon assured the house that the 
cause which prevented the chanct 11 r of the 
exchequer from attending the da) before yes- 
terday siill existed, and that was indlsposU 
tlon. 

Mr. Giles said, tlie only question was« 
whether five ships, belonging to foreigners^ 
should be received without paying alien du- 
ties, and it was ridiculous to suppose the 
house could not determine such a [X)inr with- 
out ihe presence of the chancellor of the ex- 
clicqucr. 

Mr. AW said, th.ey had lately heard talk 
of jobs in that house ; this clause would, he 
believed, turn out a job 10 deprive the reve- 
nue of 2 1 ,oocl. and upwards, and it would 
give a preference to foreign ships, built at 
less exigence, victu rilled at less cxpence, and 
subject to no insurance, over those of out 
own country. 

Sir Curtis thought the bill of the high- 
est impuriaiice, and that it should be post- 
poned in* order to have the benefit ol the 
great talents of the right hon. gent, now ab- 
seil r. 

Mr. Windham said, that so near as they 
w'cre to the close of the session, a full attend- 
ance was a most desirable thing, in all matter* 
of importance. As he did not think there 
would be a fuller attendance than the present, 
if there was no other objection than the ab- 
sence of the chancellor of the exchequer, he 
saw' no reason fur deferring it. ^ . 

Mr. Ahxauder said a tew words in favour 
of pusrponcmcui ; when the question being 
called for, a division took place. A}cs, 38; 
noes, 29 ; majority, 9. I'hc further c nsi- 
deraiiou was of c()ur:re postponed till to-mor- 
row. — .idjourncd. 

HOUSE OF lords. 

Thursday , 'July 4 . 

[Minutfs.] 'I’he bills upon the table 
were lor'^ardcd in tlieir several siagcs.— - 
Among these, the Forgery Law Extension 
bill, the Warehousing bill, and the British 
and Irish Corn importation bill, were nad 
a ihird time and passed. — Fhe Hoi^th Har- 
bour bill, the Militia Officers’ Remuneration, 
the Palace Yard Improvement bill, and the 
Corn Act Amendment bill, severally passed 
through committees of the whole house, and 
were ordered to be reported. — On ihc occa- 
sion of the report of the Palace Yard Im- 
provement bill, the carl of Suffiolk took oom 
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casion to observe, that a plan of the intended riod. With respect to the question, though, 
improvements and aliera.ions, includinu :is afTt-cfing (he inreresrs of the Mands of 
those proposed in that house, ought to be great importance, it was still of greater, as it 
laid before the house. With respect to the might affect the commercial iiii rcoursc and 
beautiful prospect of that venerable edifice good understanding Ijetwccii this country 
' the Abbey, which the openings now making and the United States of America, He de- 
woiilj afford, lie expressed his h(ifv that prccatcd every thing like a narrow, selfidi, 
ihcy would not be rhved up by newly erect- commercial policy, with respect to Amciica* 
cd buildings. On tlu- whole, he thought Ministers should c''nsiiicr the cireuijisrances 
tfie subject worthy of the cmisidcraiion oi and lituation of Anv rica, the great i.r por- 
rhat house. — A number of bill*- were brough' tance of coniinning that gn»jti uiuKritand- 
up from the commons by Mr. Henderson, ing and extensive coiiimtreial and friendly 
and sir J. W. Anderson; several of them intrrcoiir.-e which now happily subsisted be- 
w'ere private or return bills; among die pub- tween tl.o two countries, and to which their 
Me bills presented were ilic Jhiblin Paving common origin, language, aod manner?, so 
bill, the Irish Infirmaries bill, ihc Straw very fortunately dispos-.il them. One of his 
Plat bill, the Spanish Red Wine, and the obj-cts in corning f.-r.vard was to give an 
, Thames Punnel bills. Th^se were resnec- opporrnnitv t.) his majesf> 's mini-.t-rs to dis- 
tively rend a first rime,— Tlie earl of Sufli Ik claim ..nv such notions or j)iinclpks as acfo- 
took the opportuniiy, on the leading of the ated their Ci'ciUtcr with respect 10 the restric- 
Irish Infirmary bill, to orate his opinion, tions cui the trade and eo nim reial inter- 
that the system adopted with respect to In- course beiween the West India idmds and 
firmariesj and the Medical tr •atir.ciU ol America. It so happened, and fonnnately, 
the Poor, greatly required impr^'v. ment ; he he thoiighr, rli?t (uir West India isiimds 
adverted to something like the principle ol could nor be adi-quatcly supplied .v. iih .nrri- 
the bill for Ireland just read, as advantage- cles of the fir..i uec ssity, except Iroin the 
ous to be adopted in thia cinirtry. " United States, He thought ihis u.n, e\en- 

[Trade betwefn 'iHJ- WnsT TnojiiS tually fortunate, becaui^j the important CiUi- 
AND America.] J,oid iJu'c-d ruse to ''ideration to which lie advened woul*! opc- 
briiig forward his promised moiion for some latc as an additional iniiuccnKtir with the go- 
important in.^ormation on this sebjoct. He vernirenr of ihis counrry to eultivaie a fiiend- 
described the proceedings which had taken ly imdci standing ^viih America. Ile adverf- 
placc in some of the Briti'>h West India 'd to some incdcctuil j'.tiwnpis vvliich fiad 
islands, particularly in Jamaica, which in- been made under h'rmer administrannhs to 
duced him to think the present apjeal to the supply our \\\bi India islands from the 
wisdom of parliament necosary. 'I hey arose lisli daminioiis in N(»rtli America. Advert- 
prinripally from the conduct oi' the governors ing to the incalculable imj^oriance of the 
of those islands, with respect to the discre- American commeice to this coumrv, he ol>- 
tionary power exercised by them, relative served, that any atrt mpts ro exclude America 
to the commercial ime'cour‘'e between the trvirn tlie trade of our Imba islands, 

islands and the United Status of America, would he uorse than th.e cor.d tier, as related 
He alluded to the bUspcnsicMi of the Naviga in ancient fable, of the dog in t!ic n-.anger, 
tion Laws, in one point of view, but m« k- vvho'-c determination u as comparativt ly wise 
especially to the restrictive po'ser exere.^e j and liberal. It would go to remind him of 
by them, with respect to tl:e impuiration ol the fable of the two pttiiii in to Jupiter, to 
American produce ; so neces-arj' t«>r the sus- whom the Ciodhcad said, that whatever he 
tensnee of the islands, and the shipping of gave to the one, ihc other should have dou- 
that country. H’hc line of condiiet 10 which blc; then, said one, in a paroxjRm of lolly 
he referred, either in a political i-r commer- and ma’ignity. give ir.e blindn’E^s in one e)c, 
cial point of view, was of the ino>t serious tiiat iny neighbour may be Hind in bo-rh eyes ? 
importance, and still more, as it affected he So would it be mefaphoiically, did this coiin- 
sopply of the islands with articles of the first try wish to exclude America from our West 
necessity, as lumber and provisions, *^1 he India trade, upon the narrow principle of 
inhabitants of Jamaica, in particular, felt it commercial jealousy. His lordship took a 
so strongly, that their legislative assemblies view of the policy and effects of the Naviga- 
made repeated representations to the governor tion Act, in its different bearings; and ar- 
Bpon the subject, who, in one of his answers, gned, that the changes in the system of Eu- 
srated, he could not permit the importation rope, and the relative situation of this coun- 
in neutral bottoms, longer than a given pc- try, rendered the policy of acting upon it 
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very different from what it was at its first 
cnaqjtnieiu. In war, generally speaking, it 
was impracticable. He wished the alFairs to 
which he adverted were placed on a liberal 
footing and permanent basis; and it was im- 
portant they should declare what line or sys- 
tem of conduct they intended to adopt, re- 
specting the intercourse between America 
and our West India colonies, in time of war. 
Tlirongh the whole of his speech, miut* 
Of-’peciaJIy towards the ccMiclusion, the noble 
lord expatiated upon the great nutional im 
portance, cither in a political or commercial 
view, of maintaining an amicable intercourse 
and a close connection with America ; and 
repeateil, that one of his principal objects in 
corning fvirward was to give ministers an op- 
portunity of disclaiming all notions of nar- 
row or sellish policy, with respect to the in- 
tercourse in question ; a circumstance which 
w’ould give great satisfaction to all parties; 
ami with respect ro their intended system in 
future, he thought they should he explicit. 
His lordship conclutled by moving an ad- 
dress to his maje''ty, for the pn)duciion 
of the communication which took place 
lx‘twecn the legislative assemblies of Jannica 
and his majesty's governor of that island, 
touching the iiucic(jur.'C between that colony 
and the I'nifCil vSrates of America, from the 
comnienccmcnr ot the war with Krance, 
the 2ist of May last ; also for copies of tlic 
corrcs[)oiK]cnce between his majesty's secre- 
tary of state for the colonial departnicnr, 
and the governor of Jamaica, on t^c sulject, 
within tiic la i.e interval ; al«o, for various 
do'.uments, respecting the quantities of pro 
visions, tS:C, impo.»-tcd from America and the 
island of jarpiiica, at certain given pciiodi, 
di^ringnishing those imported from niiiish 
America, and iho^c from the United Slates 
of America." — '1 he question being put on 
the first motion ; 

1 he Karl (jf in allusion to wdiat 

had transpired on the subject cn a former 
evening, obseived, he had stated that no 
counter-orders bad been sent out to the 
governors. The orders whicli were sent 
relative to the conduct of the governors, 
respecting J he subject in qucsix.m, were pre- 
cisely to the same cBTccC as those sent out for 
the same purpose during the last war. By 
the act of the 28th of the Xing, he observed, 
all goods and commodities were prohibited 
from being imported into the British West 
India Islands from the United States of 
America, with the exception of certain arti- 
cles, as provisions and lumber, in cases bf 
necessity ; of these, the respective governors 
were generally conbtiiuted the judges, 1 hey 
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were to act upon their respounbility with 
respect to the admission of these articles, 
and hills of indemnity were vvhea 

they had acted contrary to the laws. I’be 
noble earl adveited to the extensive nature of 
the information called for, and the propriety of 
accompanying these documents with others 
w'hich were nreessary for the full iJlustratioii 
of the subject, and which, in this very ad- 
vanced period of the session, it would be 
impracticable to produce. He, therefore, 
.submitted to th.c noble baron the propriety 
of withdrawing his motion for the present ; 
or, in case he persisted, he should think it 
his duty to ino\c the order of the day upon 
them. 

Lord lln-ivLdnry said, that his objeettonQ 
were not so much against producing tlw 
lequired inforrnarinn, as against producing 
that alone, which would give a false preju* 
dice upon the subject, and would by no 
means pur the house in full possession of the 
ca-^c. Un ler that conviction, ministers would 
feci it their durv also to move for ;i number 
of .‘iddiiional cociimenLs. \VIrh respect to 
•Ah.it was said of the restrictions upon tlw 
trade in #qiu!Stion, lie had to observe there 
were many rcprcicntations made, from rc- 
L’pfct.iliic and important quarters, of a direct 
contrary tendency to tho.se .'lUiidctl to by the 
•U'ble Laron, and reasons ailduced, that go- 
vernmenr, instead of imposing unnecessary 
restriction^, wcic, in fact, too indulgent, 
with rejpcct to that parr of the trade of the 
United Sf.ircr, to the great detriment of the 
ih'itish merchantr. ; their lordships would, 
tlicrcfore, see ihc propriety of the proopseil 
addirional documents, in order to affora par-* 
liainent and the public an opportunity to 
decide and judge tlioruL’t*Jily of the merits of 
the question. He admitted the subject was 
one whirli any noble lord might fairly bring 
b;forc pailiamcnt, but the advanced period of 
ilie session rendered th.e production of the 
ncccisary documents impracticable. He 
waj, therefore, of opinion with his noble 
friend, it would be preferable to postpone the 
discubdon to another session, when all the 
information proper to be laid Ixd'ore parlia* 
inenc could be produced. With respect to 
(he line of conduct intended to be pursued 
by his majesty’s government, relative to the 
subject in ijuc.‘'tion, it would be regulated by 
their conviction of (he true interests and 
character of the country, and a due respecc 
fur the principles of the navigation Jaws. 
With icspect to what was said ot their «iew$» 
in regard to the trade of America, they would 
be regulated by no .vcntiitienr contrary to 
chose just and liberal principle^ of cpmipsr* 
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cial policy « so well understood in the present 
day ; upon principles, founded not only upon 
the true interest of their own country, but 
even with a proper regard to tlie interest and 
prosperity of America herself. 

The Earl of Stanhope observed, that his ' 
majest} *s ministers had nor given a fair and | 
honest answer to the question put by hia 
noble frif'nd, as ro the conduct they meant I 
to pursue with respect to the colonies during j 
the recces of parliament, 'fhey dealt in no- j 
thing but generalities, and every statement | 
they made was full of ambiguity. He 
wished their lordships to consider wdiai 
might be the consequences of starving those 
slaves whom injiisiice and inhumanity had 
torn from their own country, contrary to all 
the laws of God and man. He wished his | 
majesty’s ministers would take an example • 
from the great and wise man who was at the ' 
head of the government of Annric!. In a j 
late sptcech he had dra'vn a compn risen bo- | 
tween the situation of the nations of Euroj>c 
and his own country, in which a tax-gatherer 
was not to be seen from one end of it to 
the other. How different was the state of 
this country ! Admiral Vernon if.-ed to say, 
in a rough seaman-Hke w ay, ihat this country 
was more taxed than any other on this side 
of hell. Were the worthy admiral living ■ 
now, he certainly would find it nect ^sary to 
make use of still stronger language. 

I’hc Duke of Monhost* saw no reason for 
the boisterous speech wivch the noble carl 
had just made, unless the heat ol the weather 
had so inffamed his imagination, as ro render 
at accessary for hi.n to deliver the observations 
with which he usually favoured their lord- 
•hips, in a scries of speeches, at this sraton. 
A noble earl (the carl of Selkirk,) who en- 
tertained similar opinions with the noble 
lord on the other side of the house, had sold 
his property in Scotland for the purpose of 
settling in America, but had returned with- 
out carrying his intention into execution. 
He would therefore recommend it to ti.e 
noble lord opposite to him, to go to that 
happy country he prai.sed so much, and he 
would probably return in better humour with 
his own. 

The Earl of Stanhope said, he would not 
have it said by any person that he was not 
an* humour with his country, merely because 
he was not in humour with a sec of the most 
ignorant and mischievous ministers that ever 
existed in any country. 

The Earl of Limerkk observed, that if a 
teiMral importation was permitted in the Co- 
Smies from America, the greatest injury 
would be done to the Irish provision trade. 


Lord Stiffolk supported the motion, and 
vindicated the motives which had induced 
lord Selkirk to go to America. 

The E^rl of Carysfort contended, that the 
system of which noble lords on the other 
side had talked, and ^pon which they acted 
with respect to the West India Islands, was 
in fact no system, as it went to encourage 
the governors of the different Islands con* 
tinually to violate the law. 

Lord llarro^wby briefly vindicated- the 
conduct of ministers on the .subject in ques- 
tion ; and be deemed them sufficiently expH* 
cil in their declarations. 

Lord Holland in reply, and contended 
that ministers had not been explicit ; their 
declarations W'ere mere grner'>lities ; in allu- 
sion to what was said of the emigration of 
noble earl (Selkirk) to America, he referred 
to his i«:c work upon the subject, which he 
regarded as fdl of useful information, and 
Vindicated tlie motiws which induced that 
noble lord to go to the country in question. 
Me warmly reprehended the idea of noble 
lord.s being told, when they openly and freely 
declared their opinions of the misconduct or 
incnpaciry of ministers, that they should 
leave their country if they did not like if. 
No, it was the duty, as his noble friend w^ell 
obs ‘fved, of persons in their situation, to stay 
in their country, to watch over its interests, 
to endeavour to rescue it from destruction, 
and to abide its fate. Such w'a*? the duty ot 
members of that house, and they who <is»ert- 
ed otherwLc knew little oi the duties of 
Jegiblaturc 

I he Duke of Montrose said a few word.?, 
in conicqucnce of what fell from noble buds 
opposite; he would not be dictated to, as to 
the line of debate or o!)scrvaTion he .should 
pursue. He would adopt that which he 
thought most likely to conduce to his oh- 
jccis; it was not his practice to rebuke 
others, neither would he be rebuked. — 'The 
question being loudly called for, a division 
took place. For the motion, 8 — Against it, 
14 — majority, 6.-— Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday t July 4. « 

[Minutes.]-— Counsel and evidence were 
beard on Moore’s and Gardner’s Divorce 
bills, by which the marriages and adultery 
were proved, as also the Judgments obtained 
in the Court of King’s Bench ; but no order 
was made upon them. — A message from the 
lords announced that they had agreed to 
\he three Exchequer Bills bill, the Isle of 
Man bill, and several private bills.— The 
Irish Revenue Regulation bill was reported. 
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and ordered to be read a third time to-mor- 
rowv-~^^r< Huhkisson moved, that a jnrt- 
sage be sent to the lords, to aicquaint them 
that their request to communicaiethe reasons 
and evidence on which a sam ol’ money was 
voted in compen'^arion to the duke of Aiholl, 
was contrary lo the practice of parliament, 
and that the house deems that a sufficient 
answer to their message; which was agreed 
to, and Mr. Alexander ordered to carry up 
this answer, — 7 'he Pilots’ Regulation bill 
wa:. corniTiirrcd, and ordered to be read a 
third rime to- morrow; as was also the South* 
ern Whale Fishery bill. — The Paddington 
Co.il, the Scotch Assessed Taxes, and the 
t.'on.'ioliii.itod Fund bills, were read a third 
time aiiJ — 'I'lie Irish Duty Collfctton 

hill, the Irish Distillery, and the Irish Mili- 
lary Survey bills, were reyoned, and ordered 
to lie read a third time to.morrou*. 

fS t II* ENDIAKy CuRA lES' PlLL.] — 
Aitoincy-General moved, *hat the Lords 
Amendments to the Stipendiary Curares' 
bill be now taken into cntiiidcration ; which 
being agreed to, when the Speaker came to 
th.it whii-h altrTfd the quantum of money, he 
reminded them that it wav td' such a nature 
that the hou^e couM i.ot, con.sisrently with it; 
peculiar privileges, concur in, — On the moticn 
of the AttorPA y><ientTal, the further consi- 
deration of the bill was ihtTcloic postponed to 
il.isda} (I rce tnonilio, lie ihc:i said, that 
a, the ‘jcsbion was so ne;*r its cljfv»e, and as 
liis motion mighr be productive td some dis- 
cusdim, he should defer bfiug.ng it forward 
till early in the nextfession. 

f I M e E A C n M E N T O F Lo R n M K L V I I. L E,J 
• — Mr. U^'lyi bread brought up the icport o? 
the committee appointed to inspect the Lords’ 
Journals in respect to ilicir proceedings on 
the charges adduced against lord viscount 
Melville; which was cidcred to lie on the 
table, — I'hc hot), gent, next brought up the 
report of the committee appointed to draw 
up the Articles of Impeachment voted by the 
bouse agiTipust lord viscount Melville; which 
being slionly reavl, pro he stated, that 

when he moved a resolution in the housn:, 
that the noble lord should impeached, he 
was prepanid with the articlen wdiich he pro- 
posed. He then considered the balances lost, 
in the case of Mr. jellicoe, to be of serious 
inrtportance; but as that opinion did not 
seem to meet with the general concurrence 
of the house, the committee had thought 
proper to limit it. I'hc charges, which he 
first intended to confine to three heads, now 
consisted of Eight Articles, -in which there 
was only one which was absolutely new, and 
not included in their former resolutions, 
VoL, V. 


At ti|e lime Mr. Trotter was appointed 
Paymaster of the Nai^. At appeared that 
viscount Melville waa in posMrssion of a 
balance of i 0 /:o 0 J« which had not since 
l>ecn satisfactorily accounted for. Thet^ 
was another enlarge, arising out of the ad- 
mission of viscount Melville on the door df 
that house, when be was making his defence, 
that he had been possessed of i Oioool. navy 
money, the application of which he declared 
that he never would disclose to any human 
being. The committee, therefore, agreed to 
make that the ground of a specific article^ 
Besides these, there were the sums of 2 2 , cool, 
advanced to viscount ‘Mcbille, without in- 
terest; 2 2, cool, also, for which it appeared 
that interest had been paid ; and from io,oooL 
to 20, cool, which went to what was called be- 
tween them ‘"the mixed account," and whichg 
hitlierto, w-is altogether inexplicable. He 
thought it right that this explanation should, 
in the event, be given to the house; and 
moxcd, in the first place, ‘‘that the report 
do lie on the table, and be printed for the 
use of thehous*;" which being agreed to, 
he inovul, in order to give gentlLmen time 
to examiia: the Articles of Charge after tlictr 
being printed, “that the Report be taken 
into consideration on Monday next," — Or- 
dered, 

I’hc following is a copy of the said Ar- 
ticks of Impeachment, 

Report from a coMMitTEE ap- 

POIN’JFl) TO DRAW UP ARTICLES OF 
IMPEACHMENT AGAINST HENRY LORD 
||lSCOUNT MELVILLE. 

I'he Committee appointed to drai^ up» 
Articles of Impeachment againt Henry Lord 
V'^iscouut Melville, have, pursuant to the 
Order of the Heux, prepared several Ar- 
ticles accordingly : wliich Articles are as 
follow, viz. 

JritfJt’S exhibiird hy the Knights , Citizens ^ and 
jiurgtsscSi in Parliament assembled % im the 
name of thefnsel*ves and of all the Commons 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
I reland f against Hensy Lord V ucount Mel-* 
•ville, in maintenance of their Impeachment 
against him for High Crimes and Misde^ 
measiors* 

Whereas the office of Treasurer of His 
Majesty's Navy is an office of high trust and 
coniidence; in the faithful and uncorfopt 
executfuii whereof, the subjects of this king-, 
dom are most deeply interesicd ; And where- 
as the ancient constitution of the said office 
of Treasurer of the Navy, and of other offi- 
ces concerned in the receipt, disbursemeot, 
and controul of the Public Money having 
bees found to be highly incxped&nt ia epn** 
3B 
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S ee of the ipcreased expenditu^f the Treasurer of the Navy ; and did further 
y, did become the subject ofmqiKnt declare their opinion^ that from then^efor- 
Jong and seripua deliberation in Parliament; ward the Paymaster General of PI is Ma- 
And wheieas by. an Act of Parliament made jcsty*s Land Forces, and the Treasurer of the 
and passed in the aoth year of the reign of Navy for the. tipie being, should not apply 
His present Majesty, and by several subse- any sum or sums of money imprested to them 
quent Acts of Parliament, for appointing and or cither of them, to any purpose of advan* 
enabling Commissioners to examine, take, tage or interest to themselves, cither directly 
and state the Public Accounts of this King- or indirectly, 

dom, and for other purposes therein men- And whereas, for the more effectually 
tioned, certain Commissioners were consti* carrying into execution the said Resolutions 
tuted and appointed for examining, talcing, of the House of Commons, His Majesty, by 
and stating the accounts therein particularly warrant under His Royal Sign Manual, 
mentioned, and also for examining and bearing date the iid day of June, 17B2, 
stating in what manffer, and at what times, was most graciously pleased to augment tlie 
the receipts, issues, and expenditures of the income of the Right Honourable Isaac 
public monies were accounted for; and for Bar re, as Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, 
considering of and reporting by what means and to add thereto the sum of 2,150!. that 
and meth^s the public accounts might in the said income might in future amount to 
future be passed, and the Accomptants com> 4,000!. which His Majesty was then gra- 
pelled to pay the balances or monies due ciously pleased to grant to tlie said Isaac 
from them in a more expeditious, more ef- Bane, clear of all deductions, in full satis- 
lectual, and less expensive manner: And faction of all u ages and fees and other pro. 
whereas the said Commissioners did inquire ffts and emoluments ilieretofore enjoyed by 
into and report upon the Public Accounts by former Treasurers of His Majesty’s Navy : 
the said Acts referred to their examination. And whereas by Letters Patent bearing date 
and did discoverand point our vaHous abuses the 19th day of August, 1782, His Majesty 
in many of the Public Offices entrusted was graciously pleaded to give and grant 
with the receipt ami expenditure of Public unto the Right lIonouinMe Henry Dundas, 
Money, and in particular in the office of the now Lord Viscount Melville, the Office of 
Treasurer of His Majesty’s Navy ; and did Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy Royal and 
propose and recommend sundry good and Ships, and Receiver General of all sums of 
wholesome provisions and regulations for money appointed, or from time to time to 
ihc reformation of the same, and particularly he appointed, and payable for the Mipport, 
for preventing the Public Money issued for maintenance, am! reparation of His Majesty's 
navy services from coming into the possess^ Navy Royal and Ships; for cmpiions and 
• an j custody of the Treasurer of His Majestp!» provisions appertaining to, and necessary 
Navy, or the officers or persons employed for the said navy and ships, and for wages, 
under biro ; for depriving him and them of salaries ol officers, servants, and other per- 
all opportunity of using and misapplying ihe sons whatever, belonging to the said Navy 
public Money to private purposes, and there- or Ships, or any other matter or thing what, 
by exposing the same to the risk oflo-vs; soever in any manner touching or concerning 
for making the Bank of Kngland thjc sole the Navy Royal or Ships; and for ihecxcr- 
place of deposit for the same; for removing, else and occupation of ihc said Office, and 
from thenceforward, all temptations and in- for and in satisfaction of all wages and fees 
duccmcnis to applicaiions for more publr of three pence of lawful money for every 
money than was necessary for the public pound to be received and' paid by the said 
service; M preventing all unnecessary delay Henry Dundas, by virtue of his r-aid office, 
in passing the public accounts of the Trca- His Majesty was further graciously pleased 
surer of His Majesty's Navy, and in restoring to give and grant unto him by the said Let- 
to the public the balances remaining jn his ten Patent, an annuity or yearly payment of 
hands : And whereas the House of Commons 2,200!. 

having taken the Reports of the said Com- And whereas the said Henry Lord Viscount 
missirmers into consideration upon the 19th Melville represented, or caused to be repre- 
day of Juiic. 1782* did (among other things) seated, or it was represented to His Majesty, 
resoive, that some regulattons ought to be that the said annuity or yearly payment of 
adopted for the purpose of lessening and 2,cool. after deducting all charges, raxes, 
keeping down the balances which appeared and expences thereon, would not produce to 
to hav« usually been in the hands of the him the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville 
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more than the $oixi of 1,8501* in each year, amtfHto the wip of 4,oooL and which' *' 
or thfrraboats; whercimn His Majesty, bv sai(Pffi|boine Hi# Majesty was thrrebv gra-» > 
warrant under His Royal Sign Manual, cioo^ly pleased to grant to the said Heniy 
bearing date the ijd day Of October, 178a, Lnrd yiwomiit Melville/ clear of all dedoc- 
was graciously pleased to^ declare that the ttons, in full siHsfaction of all wages and lees, 
income of the Treasurer of the Navy should and ocher profits and emoluments cherrroiore 
be augmented with an additional allowance enjoyed by former Treasunrs of the Navy^ 
of 2.524I. 6s, 6d, in order to make, together and to secure and provide for the due pay- 
wich rhe ssid sum of 1,850!. the said income ment theieot in like manner as in the said 
to amount in future, Id the sum Of 4,000!. former warraiii of the 2 jd dny of October, 

And His Majesty diefthereby direct, aurhO' 1^82, is provided t 

size, and empower the said Henry Lord Vis-/ ^ And whereas' the said Henry Lord Via- 
count Melville to fake and apply out of such count Melville, under and by virtue of the 
monies as were in, or should come to jii® last-mcnrionert fietters- Patent, held and 
hands, or to the hands of his Cashier, arisen, enjoyed the said office of Treasurer of His 
or to arise by the sale of Old Naval Stores, Majcsiy^s Navy, from the said cfh day of. 
the said sum of 2,324!. 6s. 6d. which, tog©. Jan. 1784, uptil the 3 fst day of May- 1800 : 
thcr with the before- mentioned sum of 1 ,850!. And whereas on tl^c 1 7th day of Ftbruary, 
would make the said sum of 4,000}'. which . * 7 ®f < Hou«e of Commons ordered chat 

His Majesty was graciously pleased to grant leave should iic given to bring in a bill for 
him, clear of all deductions, in foil sansfac- better regulating the office of the Treasurer of 
tion of all and fees, and bihcr profits His Majesty*# Navy, and that (iogethcr with 

and emoluments theretofore enjoyed by for- other Memoefs of the said House of Com- 
mcr Treasurers of the Navy; the same to mens) .Mr. Henry Dundas, now Lord Vis- 
commcnce and he computed from the day of count Melville, should prepare and bring in 
the da'c of the taid letters patent,' and to the same; and, in pursuance of the said 
con’intie during his continuance in the said order, th? said Henry Lord Viscount Mcl- 
cfficc: And His Majesty did further direct, ville, on the 29th day of April, 1785, did 
authorize, and empower the said Hfcnry Lord present to the* House of Commons a Bill lor , 

V iscount Melville, in case the said addlciotial oeiter regulating the office of the Treasurer of 

allowanccof 2,324!. 6$. 6d. together with the His Majesty Navy; and ^ the said Bill 

said several allowances before stated, should having passed the HoObC of Commons, was^, 
not produce in each year the net sUm of fo pursuance of art order of that House car- 
4,0001, to charge the deficiency in the annua! ned by the said Henry Lord Vibcounr Mel- 
ainouiit of monies disbursed by him for foes ville to'the House of Loris ; to which Bill h© 
of divers natures: And whereas the said; G*f‘ihc name of the Hou’^e of Commons) 

Henry Lord Viscount Melville held and cn* desired the concurrence of iheir Lordships : * 
joyed rhe said office of Treasurer of His And whereas the said Bill; in the 25 h 
Majesty's Navy, under the said letters Pa- year of His Majesty's reign, passed into a 
tent, from the said 19th day of August, law, intitokd ** An Act for b* tier rceu lari ng 
1782, until the loth day of April, 1783: «hc office of the Treasurer of His Majesty's 

And whereas by Letters Pafonf, bearing Navy The ist, 3d, 4ih a.nd 5th ScGtions 
date the 5ih day of January, 1784, His whercbf ar© as f dlows : 

Majcity was gracioudy pleased again to give ' /i St Section, Whereas it appears by the 
and grant unto the said Hcnr>" Lord Viscount R^rts jnade by the Commit ^ioners appoint- 
Melville the said office of Tfcasuier of His ed to "examine, take, and state rhe public 
Majesty's Navy, In the same term# jls in the aCcodo's of the kingdo’n, that leguUtioiia 
said former Letters-Paient of the lijih dey are necessary for better conducting the busi- 
of August, 1782; and lipon k similar repre- ness in' the department 6f the Treasurer of 
fcntJtion madebf caused to be made by the lh« NXvy Be it therefore enacted by the 
said Henry Lord Viscotiiit Melville, or 01 her*^ IGtig'a. Mbst Exccllcm M^ijesty,' by and '«?itb' 
wise made to PiisMajestyas that hereinbefore lhead%ice and coment cf the Lords SpirL 

stated. His Majesty was graciously p!ca&d,' 'Wal* *t>d! Temporal, and Commons, in this 
by warrant under His Royal Sign Manual; prf^ut Parliament asseinbied, and by the 
bearing date the i6th day of /anusry, authority of the same, that from and after 

to augment the income of the said office of , the day of July ijS(, the Treasurer 
Treasurer of the Navy with an additidnal of his Majesty V Nayy the time^hjg, 

allowance of 2,324!. 6s. '6d, in order to all Memorials lo bewhiitt presented to-,tho 
make ihe annual incoibc of iht said office Tfcasuty for Mon^ for Navy Services/ shai^ . 
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j^ay that such sum as he requires d|||bc be placed to the accounts abovc.menticmed^ 
issued to the Governor and Compaoyl^hc according to the services, (or which k is 
Bank of England on his account* and shall craved and issued/* 

transmit with each Memorial a Copy oFthe 4th. Section.-^'* And be it jcnacted^ that 
Xetter or letters from the Commissioners of rhe Treasurer of His Majesty’s Navy for the 
the Navy, Victualling, and Sick and Hurt time being, by himself, or the person or per- 
Boards, directing him to apply for soch sum sons in his office duly authorized by the 
or, sums; in which letter or letters the said said Treasurer, from and after the first day 
Commissioners shall, and thejr are hereby of July, 1785, shall draw upon the Governor 
required and directed to specify for what and Company of the Bank of England for 
particular service or services the said money all Navy MrVkes whatever, and shall specify 
Is wanted, and shall also state the balances in each and every draft the head of service 
then in the hands of the Tteesovtr of the for wbidi the same is drawn 2 and no draft 
Navy under each head of krvice kspcc of the said Treasurer, or the person or 
tively ; and the Commissioners of Hit permns authorbted as aforesaid, shall be 
jesty's Treasury for the time being, by thmr deemed a sufficient voucher to the said Go. 
letter from time to time, shaU direct the vernoraadCompanyof the Bank of England, 
Auditor of the Exchequer to^ issue to. the unless the Same specifies the head of service 
Governor and Company of the Bank of for whkh it' is drawn, and has been actually 
England, on account of the Treasurer of His paid by the said Governor and Company of 
Majesty’s Navy, naming such Treasurer for the Bank of England/* 
the time being, the sum for which such letter 5tli Section,-*-** Provided always, that the 
shall be drawn upon the unsatisfied order at mouies to be issued hnto the Governor and 
the Exchequer, in favour of the said Trca- Company of thb Bank of England, on account 
surer, for which the receipt of the Cashier or of the Ttcasurcr of His Majesty’s Navy, 
Cashiers of the said Governor and Company shall not be paid out of the Bank unless for 
shall be a sufficient discharge; Srfd 'all sums Navy Services, and in pursuance of drafts to 
for which letters of the Commiasioners of be drawn on the Governor and Company 
His Majesty’s Treasury shall be drawn, shall of the Hank' of England, and signed by the 
* be issued to the Governor and Company of Treasurer of His Majwty'a Navy for the 
the Bank of England in like manner as they time being, or the person or persons aniho- 
havc b'jen lierctolcre issued to the ’Preasurer rized as alore.natd; in which dial is shall be 
of His Majesty's Navy ; and all such monies specified the heads of service to uhich the 
to be issued to tl:c Governor and Company sums therein mentioned arc to be applied; 
of the Bank of England shall be placed qn and which drafts so drawn shall be sufficient 
an account or accounts to be raised ip the aaihority to the Bank to pay such money to 
••bottks of the Governor and Company of tliq the persons mentioiu-d in such drafts, or to 
said Bank of England, and to he intituled, the bearer of them/* 

*. The Account ot the Treasurer of HbMa- And whereas the provisions contained in 
jesty's Navy/ inserting the name of such the sajd last* mentioned Act of Parliament, 
Treasurer for the time being, for the* pay- were thereby directed to take place on the 1 st 
branch, cashier's branch, and the victualling- day of July, 178^ ; But the execution of the 
branch j and oh of all such tnomes at safd Aht, with respect to the said Henry 

rhe Exchequer, ihc Treasurer of the Navy Lord Visccuni Melville, opening an account 
shall immediately certify to the Coipmis^ 0^ accounts with the Governor and Company 
siohers of the Navy an account of the while of the Bank of England, as thereby directed, 
receipt under the respective heads of service, wits poarponed by him until the J3th Dajr^f 
and shall also^ certify to the Commissioners |8tiUary,'r785| when the said Henry.^&rtl 
of ihcV^ictuallingaiHllSick and Hert^rdf, Viscount Melville opened an account with 
the particular sama received attd applicable the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
10 those services respectively/’ - S ^ England, imiiulcd, Right Hon. Henry 
Section.— •• And be it further enacted,' pandas. Act of Parliament New Account 
tlut kora and aher the ist day of July, rvSy, arid' which said account was continued by him 
no money for ihe^ service of the Navy shall until he quitted the said office on the 3isr of 
be ls$Qed from His Majesty’s Exchequer tp May, rSoo, and was the only account kept by 
the n Venturer pf the Navy, or shidl bp placed th.e said Henry Lord Viscounc Mel vilIeasTrea- 
S>r. directed to be placed in bis hands or surer of His Majesty’s, Navy with the Cover* 
but tbt .sadie\ahall be issued and nor and Company of the Bank of England, 
Jp. paid 40 the Governor and under and in pumeahee of the said Act of 
^biiipahy of the Bcpk'bf England, and to, Parliafljcnt fur regulating bis said office. 





And .whereas on the loth day of Jiwaary* 
17S6, whilst the said H«nry iJord Viscount 
Melville held and enjoyed the said office of 
7'reasurcr of His ^Majesty's Navy, he did 
constitute and appoint Alexander Trotter hts 
Paymaster; and tlic said Hcniy Lord Vis- 
count Melville did, on the said loih day of 
January 17S6, duly authorize and empower 
the said Alexander 'rrotter |o draw on the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of Eng 
land, for and upon the account of him t^ 
said Henry Lord Viscount Melviile.as Triea-. 
surer of His Majesty’s Nayy«^ all and^ every 
sum or sums of money that then were or 
should thereafter be wanted for the Public 
Services, under the care of payment of the 
snid Henry Lord Viscount Melvs!]e» thesaid 
Alexander Trotter being particularly careful 
to specify in each and every draft the lerviee 
for which the money should he drawn* 

And whereas it was the duty pf the said 
Henry Lord Viscount Melville, during all 
the time he held and enjoyed the said office 
of Treasurer of His Majesty’s Navy, toab-. 
stain from applying himself, and to prevent 
all persons acting under him from applying, 
any part of the money issued from His Ma- 
jesty ’s Exchequer for Navy Services to any 
purposes of advantage or interests tQ himself 
or themselves, either directly or indirectly, 
or to any other purposes than for Nayal Ser- 
vices, and from deriving any profit or emo- 
lument therefrom : and from and after the 
passing of the said act of parliament of the 
25:th year of His Majesty’s itign, for better 
regulating the office of the Treasurer, pf flia 
Majesty’s Navy, it was the' duty of the said 
Lord Viscount Melville toobserye and put^ 
sue the provisions and directions of the said 
act of parliament ; yet the said Heniy^ Lprd 
Viscount Melville, not satisfied .with* ^ the 
ample revenue so provided for him afpn^ 
said, nor regarding the duty of fib 
important office, or the. express pi9vis^ni.dfj 


,|^|lpe.other corrupt and illegal j 
dlUhther purposes than those of cl 



Navy Becvices of the kingdom* to. which 
alone the iNime was lawfully applicable; and 
did continue such fyaudiilent and Illegal con** 
verjfion and » applicattdn. of the said sum or 
sums of jnoiiey after the passing of the aaidi 
act of parliament lor the better fegulatifig 
the office of the Treasurer of His Majesty’a 
Navy. And the said Henry Lord Viscount 
Melville has declared that he never would fc* 
veal the application of the said sum, of io*Poq& 
and in particular he did make such declara* 
tion ill the House of Commons, on the 1 itfit 
day of June, 1805; and then and there 
ded^ that he felt himself bound by motiirea 
of public duty, as well as private honour and. 
personal convenience, to conceal the same a 
all which conduct of the said Henry Lord 
Vtsepunt Melville was contrary to the duty, 
of his said office* a breach of the high crasjC 
repo^ in him, and a violation of the laws 
and statutes of this realm* 

Sscoud Article. — That.the said Henry 
^rd Viscount Melville, disregarding the du- 
ties pf hts said office, and in breach and vio- 
lation of the said act of parliament for better 
regulating the. same, did, after the passing of 
the said act, and whilst the said Henry Lord 
Viscoupt Melvtlle.eontinued to hold and en- 
joy the said office, connive at, and permit and 
suficr the said. Alexander Trotter, under and 
by virtpe.of the said authority so given to 
him by the said Henry Lord Viscount Mel- 
ville as aforesaid, illegally 10 draw, receive, 
uind' bke from the Governor and Company of 
the Sank of England, for other purpores than 
for immediate application to Navy Services,* 
large sums of money from and out of the mo« 
nies before, then issued unto the said Go- 
yernoa apd jC^pmpany of the Bank of Eng- 
iandV. ^ account of the said Henry Lord 
{(VisepMne Melville, as Treasurer of His Ma- 
jesty ’s.Navy^;, and the said Henry Lord Vis^ 


the said act of parliament, at, aqd permit 

held and enjoyed the sajd pffi^e/^acf and cpWr|af^ sa£r4bcsaid Alexander T rotter to place 
duct himself fraudulently, co|i;up4yf laitrM money, ora 

:« .u* * so illegally drawn,, lip- 

tpeiv«4*,au4 Gov^rnpr 

^gnd the of England as 

aforetdlH^ in ibp, hands of Messis, Thoms? 
<)[fm(ts god Co(npany«.;he ptivatf^ bankers of 
the Akkaiider his own name, 

hit sbU cWroul and dfsposi?- 
" " Yeobdoct of the said Henry 


legally* in the several in^cea' 
forth. • . , .. C 

FiBST*ARTtCLa.— sThat tbuf. 

Lord Viscount MelviHc, wh!L.t he iield and 
enjoyed the said office; Treasurer pf 
Majesty’s Navy, and previous ^tOr.*^; akid 
10th day of Januaiy did ul^e audsfe-" 

ceivc from and out of the. money \impnfsitsd| t^cm^ 
to him as Treasurer of ,jHia-Mjijesty^,Jf^ayy 
from His Majcaiy’s Excbeqper, ihe ,siiu> f 
io,oooU or some other targe.su^ of 

money, , and did fraudulently End illegally ] ijiws and, statutes of tn^^ 
ponvetJ^and apply the same to own i}$e,l Art after thep^slhg 
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of tbc said act of parliatnf nt for bettetifiega^ 
lating the Office of the Treasurer of H&!m- 
JW 8 Navy, aod after the said loth day of 
Januay 1785, and whilst the said Henry 
XiOid Visedunt.Melville held and enjoyed the 
said offic^^ lai^ sums of money were, from 
lime to tinoe^ issued and paid to the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of England, and 
plgeed^ on an account raised iff the ^ iks ot 
the said Governor and Company with the 
said Henry Lord Viscount Melvjlle, indtu. 
led, •* Right Hon. Henry Dundas, Act bf 
Parliament New Account:^ And the said 
Alexander Trorier, under and by vfrtbe bf 
the said authority from the said Heory Lord 
Viscount Melville, did. firom thesaid loth 
day ofjanuary 17S6, during all the time the 
said Henry Lord Viscount Melville after.' 
iwrds continued to hold and enjoy the said 
office of Treasurer of His Maieaty’t Navy, 
draw upon the said Governor and. CooMny 
of the Bank of England for and on account 
of the monies so issued and |>aid. Cb them 
and placed to the said account so rawed in 
the jr borks* with the said Henry Lord Vis- 
Count Melvilie, as such Treasurer aS'afbfe** 
said : and the said Alexander Ti^btter did 
receive and> take large sums of money so 
drawn by him from the said Govciriror and 
Company of the Bank of England as afore- 
saiQ : 

ViKPunt Met- 

Tille did, after the nid lotb diy of January 
1786, fraudulently and tUejtally pdnoitand 
fuflfer the said Alexander Trotter ohice 
many of the said sOmt of moitey so drawOt^ 
Kcei)red, and taken by him . from the Ooi'^ 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England 
M aforesaid, in the hands of Messn^ Thedas 
Conns ai^ Company, the ptjvate hieiakeiSt of 
the said Alexander T rotter, iji btsdwb'Mme 
and at bis own disposal ; and the. said . A{ex- 
ander Trotter did thereupon, with the' pri. 
viiy, !y the connivance., and with the per. 
miwon of said Heoty .Lwd ViBOkati 
l^Ivitfe, apply and Bae;ihe wM-iast/eiep,' 
turned sums of m^ey, <jif toii part 
fw mtposes of private t^uinto^ier 
piofit and cnmluincais;eiid-dM^ri^i!lild.iitil j 
sums of immey, oragt^Mik 'ditaei^vjdm 
kaodt of the said Messtih Co«tti< «M 0foi‘< 
penfa mixed with and 

-peoper monies , of tbe . iri| ?ikfeirtder 
Trotter, tsheieby ihe.etiid 
cnoM (a moeey ivcre ndt onhtm^fedi ik'ied 
used foe pusa^s of £ 

^ S«i^ hw 
'g^ *Mk of I^;^eiiid 4ysiii»wCi&- 
the coofioul dispostttffb of 



the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navyr and 
the said Henry Urd Viscount Melville^ by 
so conniving at and permitting and suffering 
the public money to be withdrawn from the 
Bank of England, and used and applied in 
manner aforesaid, acted in breach of the 
B|^8t trust and Confidence reposed in him, in 
violation ofthe said act of parliament made 
for regulating his said office, contrary to his 
duty, and against ilie laws ol this rcabn, and 
to the evil example of all persons enfru.stcd in 
the great departments of the public service, 
with cbntfoul over ihe application and ex- 
pend it U re o f ' the puhl t c money, 

Foff XTH Aa xic l* F,— /Thar after the said 
lOfh day of January 171^6, and u'biKt the said 
Hensy Lord Viscount Mtlvtllc held and en- 
joyed the said office of rres'urer of His Ma- 
jesty’s- Navy. he the said Henry Lord Vis- 
nmnt Melville did fraiululently and illegally, 
for the purpose of advaiitage or interest to 
httrself, or for acquiring or obta'ning profit 
I or emolument theiefhom, or for some other 
corrupt and illegal purpose., and for pur- 
poses other than Navv services, tskefand re- 
ceive from the Puhiic money placed in' Ha 
®‘ England, as Treasurer 
of Hia'Majesty’s Navy, the sum of IQA^. 
or some. (Tiber large sum or sums of M^ey,' 
and did fraudulently and illegally cMfiett 
and. apply the same to his own urn, ot ftf 
seme other corrupt and illegal pu rposw ; 

J bat during the- time the said Alexander 
Trotfer held and enjoyed the said office of 
^•^er to the said He>.rv Lord Viscount 
^bfitlr as aft^id, and' whilst the said 
Lord Viatmunt Melville held and en- 
\|<^«il the said office of Treasurer of His Ma- 
jesty's Navy as aforesaid, he the said Alex- 
ao^f. rf (Otter kept with the said Henry l,.ord 
yiddourrt-MelTiife an account current, entered 
ib'mbUm trooks' of account, containing eii- 
p»>d and received by the 
Ateionder Trotter on the account of the 
;#^*H^>,Lord VWnt Melville, and by 
ifP^jt^ib^tween the said Henry Lord Vts- 
the mid Alexander Trot- 
the r8th and aad days of 
it h- sated that they had 
/^tther;|iit^liy.deliVfited to each other, 
or femlvcd and'agreed mutually to cancel or 
T«*tt«rs 'all the vduchemor other memoran- 
,.di^ Md Writing that at any time thereto- 
fwdimfH blveexft^ pasfod, or been in- 
^tcudiai^ them rdativi to the ukl 

ifoeowtty bi^ Air didcrent items and anicles 
ot^dHchrthOigaid accounts were composed or 
coh^ : tt^^aaid books of actoont con- 
taining the liid account current, together' 
wiih all v&ffehtini cv brbtf memoraffdums and 
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writings in the possession of thet^MAlcJC- the said H^tiry Lord Viscount Mel<* , 

ander frotter* and also of the said Henry ville did procnve^ obtain* and reoeive front 
Lord Viscount Mdvillc relative thereto, were die said Alexander Trotter, iMuim of 22,000k 
burnt and destroyed by the said Henry Lord or some other large sura or sums of money. 
Viscount Mclvdle and Akxandcr Trotter: advanced by fbc aaid Alexander Trotter to 
and the said stipulation comaiiied. in the said the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, witi^ 
ajtrcrmcnt for the said Henry Lord Viscount out imeresti part whereof was so advanced 
Melville and Alexander Trotter mutually de«- exclusively from public money s6 as aforesaid 
livcring up to each other, or for mutually iliegatyr drawn from the Governor and Com* 
cancelling and destroying ail the said vouch- pany of the Bank of England by the said 
ers or other memorandums or writings re^a- Al^ander Trotter; and ocher pait whereof 
five to the said account, wa« so emered into; was advanced from the* said mixed fund, 
and tlie said boohs of accoum^* vouchers, composed as well of public money so as afor6» 
memorandums, and writings, weie >0 burnt satd.UlegaUy drawn by the said Alexander 
and destroyed, with a view ro conceal and Trotter T/om the Governor and CoiOpany ot 
prevent the discovery of the several advances the Bank of England, and placed by him in 
of money made by the said Aleynder Trap the bands of the said Messrs. Coocts and ' 
ter to the 'said Henry Lord Viscount Mek Gornpany as aforesaid, as of tlm proper mo* 
ville, and of the several accounts or consider- nies of ihe said Alexander Trocier in the 
ations for, or upon which the same were so hands of tlie said Messrs. Coutts and Com* 
advanced : all which condi'ct of the said pany^ which had been mixed tli^rewith, and 
Henry Lord Viscount Melville was contrary remained undistinguished therefrom : and for 
to the duty of his said office, a breach of the the purpose of more eBectually concealing 
high trust reposed in him, and a violation of. the said advances of money, the said books 
the laws and statutes of this reahn, and to of account^, vouchers, memorandums, and 
the like evil example as aforesaid. ^ ^ ^ writings were so as aforesaid burnt and de^ 
Fifth Article. — fhat after the^^id $uoyeiK i^ 

10th day of January, 17S6, and whilst the Sevkhth Article. — That amongst 
said Alexander Trotter so continued the Pay- other advances of money so as aforesaid obi>. 
masttr ot the said Henry Lord Viscount Mel- tained and received by the said Henry Lord . 
ville as aforesaid, and with such privity, con. Viscount Melville from the said Alexander^, 
nivaiice, and permission as aforesaid, so ap- 1 'rO.tter, the said Henry Lord Viscount 
plied and used the said sums of money, or vilte did obtain aud receive a sum of 22, oooL**' ' 
great part thereof, for purposes of private ad- or some other large sum or sums of money 
vantage, profit, and emolument, as albresaid, advanced to him by the said Alexander Trot- 
the said Henry Lord ViifiQwn Melville frau- ter,, and for which ir hittj)cen;alledged by thb 
dulrntly concealing the iU;'gnI usC and/a|)pit^ faid Hemy Lord VisodSht Melville, that he* 
cation of the same, did procure, obtain, aiod was to- pay interest; and for the purpose of 
receive from the said Alexander Trotter, ad-, more effectually concealing the said last-men- 
vances of several large sums of money, which tioned advances of money, the said books of 
were made to him the said Henry Lord accounts, youchers,^mcmorand urns, and wriu 

count Melville by the said Alexander Trot- ing^' WCre so at a£:»Fesaid burnt and de* * 
ter, in part from money so as -aforesaid ille^ stfQved* ' , * 

gaily drawn by him the said Alexander Trot/ , isioUTS Article.— *T bat during all or 
icr from the Governor ^d Company of of the; time the said Alexander 

Bank of England, and impart from . sums and enjoy^ the said office of 
money so placed* the .said. Alyxsod^Tru^' Pjaymaster (c^ rite said Henry Lord Viscount 
ter in the hands of the said.^ aS aforesaid, and the said Henry 

and Company as afb|'esaidj|. wh^ mked VisopRO* Melville held ant) enjoyed the 

and undisunguished from the office of TlrciaSarer of His Majesty’s 

of the said Alexander Trotiett and for the Navy asl aforesaid, he the :Sft*d Alexamier - 
purpose of more, cffi-ctually oonccairng ihe '11jcM:it^Ydid gr^ and wirhotrt salary 

said advances of moncyi the^jiaid boo^ teif m ocher pccuhbv^ compensatioti, act in and . 
account, vouchers, memorandums, Writ*' f rxt«act.the pHvald bostnessof the said Henry 
ings, were so as aforesaid burnt aoA dt*kl^d Visctmlnt ^ 

stroyed. from 4[imie tcvrllme in advance for th^ 

Sixth AxTicLi.-^-That amongst, other said Henry' l^rd Viscount Melville in that 
advances of money so ns aforesaid obtained respect to^he amount of from ro,c<;^3l. tj 
and received by the said Henry Lord Vri* 20,000!. ar to some other great amount ^ and 

count Melville, from the said Alexander which advances were taken from the said 

• - 
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> satnsof money so plaeed by the said Alex- CivtlProcess against him* Mr« Trotter could 
iinder Trotter in the hands of the said Messrs, not refuse, but may be conlpelJed to answer 
Courts and Company, consisting in parr of any questions that may demanded ofhim 
Public Money, drawn by him from the Go- on a Criminal Prosecution,— But, as there 
vemor and Company of the Bank of Enj^knd were other lawyers of considerable authority, 
as aforesaid, and In part of his oWn prtvaie who maintaiiird a contrary opinion, he 
monies mixed therewith, and undistinguished wished to obviate any difficulty that may 
therefrom as aforesaid : by means whereof occur— and, in doing so. he made no doubt 
the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville did of being supported by an hoii. gentleman 
derive benefit and advantage from the afore- opposite to him (Mr. R. Dundas, son of 
said illegal acts of the said Alexander Troher. lord Melville), who had shewn a modera- 
And the said Alexander Trotfter did so tion and temper, throughout the whole of 
gratuitously, and without salary, act in and these proceedings, which entitled him to his 
transact the private business of the said Honrv respect, and to every consideration from the 
Lord Viscount Melville, and him suen houses The clause jfte bad to propose was as 
advanc(*s of money as aforesaid, in consider follows: ^*that any evidence which Mr. 
ation of the said Henry Lord Viscount Mel* Trotter might have given befoic the Com* 
yille conniving at and permitting apd sufifer mittee of the House of Commons, or may 
ing the said Alexander Trotter so as aforesaid hereafter give in . the Impeachment against 
to apply and make use of the said siTim of lord viscoirnt Melville, should not be brought 
. Public Money so drawn by him frb^ the against him in any Civil Suit instituted by 
Bank of England, and applied and appro^ the Attorney-General/ by order of this 
priated for purposes of private advantage, or> hou^e.** 

interest, profit and emolument as aforesaid : Sir Elfird did not think that the 

and the said Alexander Trotter' vToiild not clause proj[>06cd ’was sufficient for its ob- 
have been, and was well known to the said jecl^ It could nor relieve Mr. 'i'rotier 
Henty Loid Viscount Melville nOt to' have from all embarrassment in the delivery of 
been able to make such advances of money his testimony ; for though it would prevent 
teo the said Henry Lord Vtscount'Melville as its ticing brought as evidence against him in 
aforesaid, otherwise than from and by means a civil process, it might make a very uii- 

• iuf the said sums of Public Money so drawn favourable Impression on the minds of some 
by the said Alexander I rotter from the Bank of those who might have afterwards to decide 
’ of England, with the privity, connivance, upon his conduvt as a jury, 'fhere was a 
and permission of the said Henry lord Vis- great diversity of opinions between lawyers 
count Melville as aforesaid,, and applied by bn this subject, and lie begged leave 
the said Alexande'i^fotter for purposes of read bne,' of a gmleman of considcrahL* 
•private advantage, Stpfesr, profit»^nd emb*. eminence, Mr. Dancey, which held, that in , 
lament. All which proceedings and con- criminal add civil cahcs, in the situation of a 
duct of the said Henry Lord Viicounr witness, neither case could he be cem- 
ville were contrary to the doty of his said polled t® g*ve evidence which might crimi- 
oiffice, in breach of the gfeac trust reposed in nate him^f- That opinion also referred 
him, and in gross violation of the laws and tp ,M^* P<mke*B hook for authority, and 
statutes of this realm. And by all and e^'ery ca^ to support that doctrine. He admitted, 
one of the aforesaid acts done add commits Aat he was one of those, who did not think 
ted by Mm the said Henry Lnid Viscbui^ subject of any prosecution— but, as 

Melvtll^l^ ijvas is ®rhigh cii^ ;t^,sireloluuons of* the house remained*: yet 
•nd '• ^ ;^hi^Hsdcd, and as the object of every Ainn 

[Tl^^^aii’a.IfiPUMJtiTV that the ends of substantial justice 

the third reading of th^,bi)rc<i j[ddeb 3 ^^uify al{ should be obtafned, the wirhesses ought to 
persons for the evid^be ^Ive.On N frpm any sort of embarrassment, 

the Impeachment of ford Mcwillei>' ,. dist thejr might have no hesitation in freely 

Mr. IVhUbrtad said, that as Mt^TfOlter ati»iivertng such questions as may l)c put to 
miftt necessatily be a very oNitbiM^byid^ them oh tbeit cross-examination by his 
in this.caie, on account of the mw ic^hi |/8 counsel. Hitherto the civil pro- 
actions* which were o#y'; l^c^pn'PU^^ Wii agalnst-Mr. Trqttcr had only been sus- 
him and lord Melviffo^i^lhO' bad i lo (lended, and might, by their vote, be renewed 

move, for maktlig his atoncratii^ limit .ly^aiftfbut, id order to put him in a situation 
comprebemive than was first fittCiided* Se- o* protection against all consequences of his 
veral great and eminent lawyers^ he said, evidence; he thought it ^ighc that tl>e civil 
held the opinion, that, uotwithsunding any ^suit should be given up altogetlicn 




if r« nepHedi^ , If, ^jj<8 bop. that tll<; tult henj^t of Mr. Twr wr's €\ pcse '* ?, 

geQj;)eniaii woold, pfopc^, ^ fUoai;^ to the cptild najl bpo!^ii/Aed« if he svis $till habte' ^ 
effect, hti; if Quid be for the to any ervi) pr%cution.: fli> evidence muit > , 

bou9c to decide JHTPoid edopt forimb maienab* from which 'he offeers 

it or not. ; ^ - would frame tteir proccedin>»s agJiinM 

Mr. Jfose pbaerved, tbaHhoe^h hy Mc« It was deluisfve, ca any tadividvdl to say, 
Whitbread> clause, .TtOttcr's evidence op that hia own evldekice;, would not be taken 
the impeachment could not be produced against hint ; while Jc was certain, that it 
against him/yec it piijsht afford of ip- >)yould fprnish grounds for qurstiens to’ which 

quiry to the at^or^y •general; whidh wc^jd he could not demur. This w^ sunplc, 
lead CO (he prpducuoii gf. other evidenec that that the fdrce\,of it must insrantfy b^per- 
miffht equally affept him, <}eiycd.. The. evidence could! not be. fully 

Mr. ,£2\6vxr4;eargjuedj tbpe/nqt^ procured , without stopping all civil ^ptosCr 

ing this indemnity agajpit any ptvilj^QCCss^ cncbni.. . No m^o CQold doubt tbac^ it waa 
yet it copM not,, protect the, of the ha use to drop the ^ / 

indictment for perjury ahohU coiitr^h;^ suit aa as lord' hdelville was concerned, 
any part of his former eyide.nca. - .. . object dfeuld not be attained without 

Mr. Serjeant di(l Consider :‘lhts against Mr,. TroUfr also* 

as affording a favour to Trottey, whpjqi ^qme„$siant' proposition .ought, iherefoie, 
be did not think entitled co>ai9«batds meant .forward for discontinuing the 

to render him a more compemot and Jberte| \ civil 

evidence than he otherwic^ tnight be. ' The *hat if such a pro- 

clause provided, that any evidence hjC may. .w<<s btoojihi forward, he was uoc 

give should nor afterwards be , . • 

him; but as it wa< never meant' tliat he had no 
in a situation of . complete comfdtt, itvyras Jntemiqu (0 ; the piopqsitiou, chough 

siiiHcient to protect him againat ;.tbe:el^civ it .didt luit apf:y>ear to him absolutely neces- 
of his own evidence, and he deserved im- aar)^,, ; 

thing more, nor any pcc^iat ^ indutgr^oce S^r if^0ap ^urnugbs thought it was neces* 
wh»t<ver. . .taty to go f^rthrlr thao had as.yet beep pto- 

Mr, S. Bsurm explained, po^. The mere stopping of the suit Would 

evidence might possibly affird .maWr . of ,Opi' be sufficient, for his majesty might order 
inquiry to the attorney-general;"yr|!icb wailltl PU^ to ^ carried on notwithstanding this. It 
afterwards operato agaiuH hii% ' i .ev’x. lyould, therefore, be necessary, in Order to - 
Mr, /? 0 ^^r/ Zy^«<f«r(a0n of 1<^^ .^move biast to ciiacti that no civil 

did not wish. to gkc be instijmlei^Afwr a few 

clau.se. All tslted ji^de ffiP^ Mt? ^hp ^ uic eed ih^ 

if Mr. TrottcrVevidcq<^'wa»;^>e^ 1|;% jirbpr^ ihe propositionj, Mr.Whit- 

all, it should be taken in •soeK^;tpanner ih^^ |feadi^ii9^lt^ ;to Withdraw his clause, 
he should be freed thft Jpiiptwipn that the bon. b-«tou?c 

sion and cmbarraa^roeut^f^^0«jp)!|'mis^^f^ Wr Bi%d) vfpuld to. morrow tiring for- 
evidence could not ba.v^|^p£d^r\w^ p : clause as would aQs>wer his 

All he asked was, .that it should ''' -V:-> . ’ 

. Mr, Mr.7w5/r- 

jthewitne^in such, a comment, the 

bias as possible, Afrer the 
was drawn/ up Id the'^lrsf Propi;5iiiyn; the 
not think it sui^cinivt .to Hu»ki»»qn, waa 

It WM 

Mr. ■4lma>t^tr.6ii..tK^ pf the public 

the vote of. the'jboot^ on-the. uf. 

wi»W th»f=thft.thSMi.'.i^^:iW»^,,,jiia vhjih 

should be >/ the > 

to examifle-^iid MAnder feducAioa of the- n,* 

peaohflKBt.. Tbtsw0t^d'!be^iiibte-|s^^te’'';i^t^#^i^«^ij^.»i49itSp,;li7/. had. 

the dlgnjtv 9C«v^r>nV^4i!!!W&i^^’:' »«*>«"?' ■ 

tAjection.w . 

tiy» .,hy,_. "■ 

With jusdoe* bf#i4^.hkW9e 4«aCjtiM;>>hii^Mv<( .|itU£^ 

Voi.v, ■'* ’ ■■■''3C ' ■ •■ ■ ■■ 
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■ lit February, iti^ftliort iinauirica an(! for Hvea,i 
* 539 979^* « sinnuittes 1 ,01 5410/. ! 

3t. Phat ibc wal amoutic of ^>ubiic lund^d^ 
debt created ifi Great Britain fur account of 
Jreianci was, 6n the ist FeWuairy ffiftj, 
22«J4Fj^o6o4;~of which '‘(h^e had beeii- 
purchai^ by the co nmisM/jtiers for the in- 
duction of the nttiujial, debt i,i23'''4‘t$£;; 
leaving a fumied debt onredeefii^, /of 
ai,224.j;85^/. together with long ahniiitle&~ 
to the amount of 9.791/. 

j, 'I har the total amount of ^hfic funded 
debt created in Great Britain hirjtcCod'Mbf 
the emperor of Germany^ wia, 

February 1803, 

3^5,137/# had bten purchai^ by .lf^- dom- 
inissioners for the redoctibn of the 
debt; leaving a funded debt Ubied^ibe 4 ^ 
7. > ?7 i496/. together wi|h anuBfitnTtp 
' airioyiu of 230,000/. Which« WiTl' e&j«re mi 
1819." ' ■ ; ' ’ "v 

4. That the amount of the 6utstaiidluj| 
demands unprovided for On the jilt Jfiuu^iy 
1803, exclusive of unfondod j^bt, ,a^ of 
/the anticipation of certain/ ^iutiut 'an/ittallyv 
voted, was, 592«630^. : thif' llfo 
of ways and means for the: year 1^1 wis,' 

. 171 .431/. s-^making thb amouhr^f deifiands^ 
unprovided foie on th|B 5th Jahuar/' i 803^ 
764,061/.'- /'■ 

e«, That the onfuitded' debt Sri exch^ouei' 




lfs6 


33;738*ooo/. ;i— of which there had 
been purt^ased by the commissioner^ for*thc 
[ feduction of the national dbbt^ * » ' 7 5 *099/. 
leaving a funded 4^bt 0^31,^62,901/. to-, 
gfther with loUg^attOuicics, fO^the amount of 
'|6.io8/. Apd tliata formit debt amdunting 
to 4,66 o,ooo/« capital stock, and to 7 j,oop4 
per annum inloogannuitt^, has'been created 
by sums horrovra in the' present session in 
Great Britain bn account or Ireland. 

; 8^ That the total amount of public funded 
dej^t created tU Great Britain, for account of 
»hc emfwior of Germany, was, on the rst 
February /ISojV 7» foi , 635/. ;—bf which 
j|0,t|8/. ha^ beeh purchased by thecom- 
mfs$ibners. for the' MUedon of the national 
d|d>^' trying Vfti^d^^ debt of 6,952,405/. 

with apnditks ' to the amount of 
J^>bbo 4 y^nicH u^;lf expire in i 8 19. 

I ^ /l\bat ‘ the .|intbanc of outstanding de- 
InatHk Unprovided for bn the 5th Januaiy 
>1805, exclusive of Udfunded debt, and of 
the , aoticfpatibu of certain duties annually 
y6icd^‘ #U!ii I »8 17^^63/.: that the surplus of 
w^a;fnd 'foeSns for the year 1804, 

the amount of dc- 
n^nds ubisfbyided for on the jth January 
iBoc*.;tb' 6i 3,7484 ;--^thc whole of which 
has oe^ paid w Ur provided for in the pre- 


bills unprovided foti' or e6a%rd upbd fui^l 
which proved insafficient^ was,, on the'^ 
Jan. 1 893, 9 827 ,4064 ibclUdiUgli 
in (he ^n^ which bear no imtrteilr, 

. t,t<||cratron of the renewal of ,lbii charici.j*^. 
^Thsfitote unfunded debt in nav/ blilsWay^^W : 

the 5rh January 185J3, 3.105^/../ 

6 ir That the toiiU 
funded debt of Great Brffiin 
February 1 805 , ^03,9a5i79i^'» 

89,003,759/. had beep 
commissioners tor the 
4ioiiaf ^dehc, and 
4ransfef.r:!d 'tp theip^ 
redecmcd, Jfcai?iog " — — ‘ - 
>dof49^;Yk^ 
of annuities e|u(il 
deducting ivhaCr hli^ 

F-^b.' in' 

:/509,3C4/. 

t» at'a/fujrt&r'^^ 

34,400.0064:“ i5a6i*ai;jii 
'by 

. -of 

preal 

lid^’ prfef 

"’"1 y.^^Pat tW 


im 


^6. / 1 /hafoh;the 3^ January 1805, there 
i^c 3 : 4 f£»i ^84 in cxdljetiuer bills, chaiiged 
iip^ 1804, to the discharge of 

;p\<h j.|he /jldi were tnsudicient; 

Ji^a$>^5p0a4' .^harge^ on the aids of 1805; 

in. 1806, which are 
bear no interest in con- 
^^eiatfon 'ibf w renewal of the charter; 
i^ing a tptll of exchequer bills unprovided 
; or which sum 
paid off or provided 

■ ^' 3 ‘ ti o.-^'^That the uiifund- 

W'liayy billswas, 00 the 5th Januaiy 

the State of the 
C«b"’ January iBpj 
rt three yesiiS' 

Xk as follow : 

of Great Bnilin 


lit Feb. > So^a, 
“ » ;i 6,689,2 ‘cc/. 

iffboiObji)/. fer ihe'opar,- 
.-^ing iUDd durhigthe current 

latiyj^o| 4 ifond^%hter^^ 

M accou'nt of fitlahd hnfe- 

•'FMf.'lBoj' Was 
^ uos^aSdog 730,66o4;' f6r the operation 
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of the sinking fond dering the current year; 
being an increase of capital stopk 
of - - • - 

The long annuities of Great > 

Britain^ which, on the ISC February lio^ 
were i ,di ;« 4 ib 4 will amount €01*047 »494/. 
bring, an increase . of annual 
charge of - - • . .32,084. 

The long annuities cieated in 
Great Britain for account of Ireland, whkthi 
on the 1st February 1803, were 9»79i4 wilt 
amount to 9f»207/. ; being an 
increase of annual charge ot ,• . . 81*41 6. 

The unfunded, debt tn exche^ , , ^ 
quer bills, which, on the 1st Februaiy 1893, 
was 9,827,400/. lyili amount 10 „ „ ' 

15,000,000/. being an increase of 5i^i7a#6€^;' 

The unfunded, debt ill navy 
hills, which, ontheiatFeUi8o3, . < . 

was 3,105,64s/. will amount t;0' • 

5,001 •567if.s being an increase. ; , 
of ■ ■ i, 895 * 9 I' 5 ^‘ 

The funded debt created in 
Great Britain for account emperdir 
Germany unredeemed, which, on the 1st. Fcb.^' 
1803, 7«i 27,496/, will be, redudri! io 

6,852^4054 after deducting 100,609/. for 
the operation of the sinking fund, during the 
current year; being a diminution ^ 
of capital stock of • ^ " 

The short annuities 6f Grea^ 

Britain, which^. on the i3t ^c«iafc #ere 
539 » 979 ^* ,^>*1 t^ncedj 
being a diminution of ''nnriujd' 
charge of - . ■' 

The outstandingdemands !'s , ^ :V 

provided for, which, on, ^ 

1803, were 764,061/, 

625,748/,; being a diaii|iu^6!pi 

The sum applicate 19 7 

demption of .debt,*^which, 
i8q 3 was, for the dtsbi; pf 
5*^34.9864; for debt created lit 
lain ior account of Ireland, 
debt created in Great, Britain tok 
the emperor of Germany r47f! 
a total of 6,i4ii3i(&/A‘^^SVW^^ 


975,091. 


ductinn of the national debt, for theredemp.. 

t ion of the land tax, was^ on 

the isr Feb* 1803 - ^^.25,510 967; 

1st Feb, 1804 24J10,^7j; 

1st Feb", 1805 . 24 928^336:*^ 

And ihat a funbrr charge ha^ been incurred' 
on account of the sums l>orrowed in the pre* 
sent session, and by 5/. per c-nt. annuities 
Mihscribcd into other (unda, a.- , 
ibounting to , - • . 1,430901* . 

.13, rhat the sum annually 
applicable fo the reduction of the, national 
d5^,of Great Britain, in , pursuance of the 
seviijfri acts relating thereio, was, on the ist 
5,834.986/.; being about; 
i/fa . psft of the unreceemed debt existing 
on day ; on the ist February 1S04, 
ft3f|i6a6| being about ;/77**‘part of the 
enr^d^e^tifd deh^ exbttng .on that day ; on 
^ irs.t I'^ua/y 1805, 6,835,625/* being 
out 2/72"*^ part of ihc unredeemed debt 
tbri^ing on thai; daV* . 

; 34, . rhit;t^ ^et produce of cheperma* 
[iicht * 44 i|sfi% on the 5ch Jan, rSoj, 
was 2 8‘^346 ^B^i 4 . including 1,957,340/. for 
taxes in the vear 1802 ; on ti e 5th " 

i.iitfMdiiig4,5 8+,44;/. 

.toT.raxc* 1802 ; arid, on rhe 5ih 

of Tanuw 2805, 28.555,63^/. including 
76,6894 Ifir the pumhase of legal quay'). 
:v*‘ 5;'''TW produce of the war 

taxps wj£#» id, ihp jrear ending 5 ih of April ' 

'V-'.'i ■■ • £• 

';.y*s^ms iihd Excise. . . 3.377.44* 

363.877 



■Tvt, 


V. 




' ■ 3 « 74 is 3 » 9 < 

<^.(>ri3i?(^^^'Q$(gin»ud Excise 7,868,078 
®T6^tJf 3,919,108 . 

;;v;” . 11,757.186 

value of all imports 

’'.“5 


7 > 599 >> 7 *^» fpt 4 %d€!^ 

2/, farther 


473 » 6 i 2 

tain for account of IffStlsnd ; 5}.,^ 
debt created in prc^t B^blld 
the emp^or. of Gcrmany^iif 
of 8,128,983/,; 
creatip of 

12. That the ah^l ehsrge 7 > Viii 

^ account of the |>ublic fuqdcdj'dH^^^ 
Great Britain, aftei^ ded^ctiog-iJie;,S^^ 
and the charges, of managemeflt.iqnf^ 
transl’erred to the icommissionera .Ibr 




and 

?i‘^*^*i^S^ *‘^*>*.**^®*<^* coding the ctb 

of all imports info 
ending ' the 5th 
l^ri^fy r8p|;\Sh^p^ imports from 

the BftSS (of which m account has yet 
%) fq bfi the s^nje as, h the pVe- 
wsi 4^>34S,6474 and on an 

Great Bp aiii in 
January i 803 » was 
^&>993V^^9 Ai ww ifii an averai^e of she 
sC 2 ^ • 
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years, ending the 5th pf January iSoj, was 
22,94 2, Kco/, 

*1 hat ihe ofiicial value Brirtsh manu- 


al. That the nombtt of fintisb ships 
built and registered in the several poils of 
*rhHt the official value df Brirtsh manu- the British empire, in the year ... 

faciures exported from Great Britain in Ending ' Nuitibcr. Tonnage, 

the year ending the 5th of January iSoy, 5 Jan* 1803, was i ,tSt - iJ7>Jo8; 

was 23,934,2914 ; and on average of six 5)30,1804 - 1,402 - i55*349; 

years, ending the 5tli of January 1805, was 5 Jan. 1805 - 940 - 92,091. 

241544/25/. ^ 22. That the total sum to be raised in 

And ih.it the real value of British manu-. Great Britain, within the year 1805, may be 
factuics, exported in the year ending 5th of esiimaied as follows : 

Jan. 1 80J, may be Cbfimated at 48, 509,0834'; . Interest on public funded debt, 

and in tlk year ending the 5th Jari. ^805. at charges of management, sinking 
40,349.642/. fund, on tjhijih Feb. 1805 - 

18. 'I hat the official value of foreign kcr- Interest^ chargl^ bf nianage- 
chandis'j exported from Great Britain m\the ment, 8 it» t6 be paid between 
year ending the 5ih January 1803, afVt dc- the jth February 1805 and 5th 
dueling the excess arising from the v^aldai^on January 1806, on stock created 
of c«.dJI:c, was 14,418,837/. arid On an aye. by loans of the present session to 
rage or six years, ending the 5th Jap.. 1803.,./’ the amount of 34,4(^0,000/. and 
was 1 1,651,33^3/. ^ on increase of . stock by re-pay- 

*^11131 the official value of foreign tnerefian/ ment of loyalty - - - 1,430, 90 J 

dizc exported from Great Britain in the year - Interest on exchequer bills, the 

endtiTflf' the 5th J.(nuary 1803, after deduct? amount issued and bearing inte- 

.1 


- ^4J0>901 


was 11,619,987/, * deserters warrants, bounties for 

19,^ lhat in the year ending 5th Janutfy. promoting fisheries, &c. esd- 
1S03, the number of British vessels entered rhated to be rhe same as in the 


- 1,000,000 


930>336 


numlier of British vessels cleaf^ outwards, was mated td be the same as in the 
*3,012; their, tonnage 1,62 5, ^66^ and the yckr ending 51b Jan. 1805 
uuail-.cr of men emiptoyed in chlMfi.5-^2^,427 : . . . Pfdj)OfK)0pr''4p bt defrayed by 

Thai in the year ending thrythf Jan^. of the civil list 

the number of foreign vessela ente^ Iftwi^ds >nd other cbki^geS on theconsoli. 
in Great Britain, was 3.733 rthSf t^nagb '^ fuiid<ij Great Britain (the 
480,241 ; and the number of the ^nsolidatcd fund 

in them 27,737: — and ’tb^. ACr n.uW/pW bt iv likewise a 

foreign vessels cleared oUt wards .w^, 3^354^ chai^, being included 

their tmiriage 461,8235 and the .hdm^op’ in . the ' supplies) 15/17'**' of 
men employed in them ^ * 

20. That in the year ending ift%j5th * Ji |4 Voted in 1805 £. 

' 1805, the numiwr of Torwr^ 4.534,000 

inwards in Great 

tonnagi ^<^#iMa.iund Jre. • . 

'employed : . 

the number of firttisp Atniy* ^*1\^;j8,580,ia4 

was I'l , j 3 1 ; their ;.\:-;4,^4(>,994 

the number o( jr.en e^plbyilavjp itavkat^ 
ttem 98-748.- i' ■/-•■K :vi:, 3;4o6.000 • 


»»i 35*>76 


1,206,045 


the nuj^ptier of ini , ... 

in Gr.f?l'. E 4 la?«, • V 


i'<i2,529:. 


,045,055 

497.528 


II en effiptoyed ih them 30^507. 


f SfakinglAoihe w iiolc the sum of 74,773, 377 
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There hits also been borronfed in Great Brl 
tain? for the service of Ireland » 4,060,^00/. 
and 5 ,246,506/. will be levied parochially for 
the mainrenance of the pbof, estimating the 
sOm required- for this purpose to be the same 
as was^required in the year ending Easter 
1805. 

25. That the funds applicable to discharge 
the sum required to he provided by Great 
Britain for the year 1805, may be estimated 
as follow : 

The gross receipt of therpet-. 
manenc revenue, h^^reditary re- - 
venue. Imperial mokiks repaid, 

(after deduc^ing the rc- payment 
of over entries^ drawbacks. See*) 
estimated to produce the same 
as on an average of three years, 
ending 5th January 1805 - - 34^065,^12 
Estimated produce to the 5th ^ 

January 1806, of the permanent * 
taxes imposed in the present sesr 
$ion - - - - i;|too,oo6 

Malt and personal estates ' 

Lottery, after deiiucting ’ . 

proportion of Ireland .r }6oioop 

War taxes, estimated to pro- , 

duce to thr 5th April 1806 • i4,5pOiQoo 

Surplus of ways and meansfor > / * 

thejeanr 1804 - • ; *»*9*^>**J 

Loan » » - :* • :|Oiooo,<x>o 




There hasUkewise been akmt^ i^ooc^opoh 
for the servicc.of Ireland;. immI 5^46,5^/. 
will be levied parochijUy fortiM maipcehjMEifC^' 
of the poor, estimating the aistp requii^ 
this purpose to be the satnc as 
in the year ending Easter IS03;, ^ . 


"r?»r? 


HOUSE OF LOKDS; 

Frielajf, July 5- 
[Minutes.] Counsel was 
considerable length relative t0 
' Appeal, James Campbell and oth^,;.vv<; JpblK 
Me Nair. — Mr. Alexander 
message from the Commons^ 
they had received their Lord^pS;^^MuM^I> 
desiring, that a copy of the evidence <1^ 
which they had p^d a 
and securing an annnity on Jphu/h^ 
of Atholl, &c. and the Hcifi geris^raWw 
Seventh Earl of Derby ; . but, 
that it had been the practicse'bf that h^e.0^^ 
to comnianicare the evidence upoii 
they passed Bilfs df that kifid 
of Lords; they thihk this notij^dt^vrt 
sufficient answer at this time to theif 
sbips^ message,— A kw bills 


brought up by Mr. Alexander, which wetp 
read a first iimc.-»-Thc Bishop of df. Asaph 
presented a petition' from certain prrsoni 
[against particedair clauses in the Camberwell ' 
Water Works byi; as did Lord W^bingham 
one from certain other persons in favour of the 
nieasures, both*' which petitions vt^ere relcrred' 
to thecommitre oa tl;^ bill.— The bills upon 
the table were forwarded in their several 
stages.— On the motion of lord Hawkesfeury, 
l^e committee upon the Custom House Fees 
' Regulation bill was postponed until this day 
three, months. ' The bin ts of coufse lost fbr 
rhniftssidit.— Mr. Plomer waa heard in the 
commitlee^ upon the Smuggling Preveittiojii 
hill, as counsel for the Jersey and Guernsey 
petitioners against ilic bill. The furthw 
hearing of coun^l was deferred till to lUOfA 
10W4— TrotierN Indemnity bill, the Irish 
Sugar tHrawback Ouries, the Paper Duty, 
bill; the Irish Spirits Wareltousing, and -the 
Plate .Glass. Duty bills, and several others, 
were received ’fVom the Commons, aod seve- 
raUyt^fi tot rime. On the occasion of 
the rtadidg or Ttotter*s Iisdemnity bill, tfio 
LordChanebliOr jobserv^ that the bill was 
ofthat hature as rwitod the most seriduii 
ebnsideration of the nouse, and that it was 
necessary they diould *havc information as 
CO the grounds upon which sdeh a bill 
cceded, before they pauld think of passing it% 
[Case of Coloi^bl Gochhans John- 
stone.] The Earl of StifJk rose and spoke 
as fallpws.-*-My brds ; 1 cannot allow the 
pttsent ae$aiQp of parliament to close without 
calling the ariemion of this house to a sub- 
lect^incdmtefy connected wtthihe honot^e 
.pf the to which I bclpng, and 

,^ldch, from its giteat has of 

14te iJtOTgCd’' much of the public attention. 
aB^ lojbu rdeent case of the honour- 
^rubfe Cocht^nc; J ohnStone, who .acdord- 
tfog, tS' l^.Tdformation 1 havc' received', was 


w accusatidh. 

.ifi'u general brevet pfomotieir; 

In the army, he was entt'- 
[feiLfo ;dte; ojt m^*ot general ; and who 
CO trial on charj^ 
and honoorably ac^c- 
{ted by ' has ten 

dii^n nebessltv, m consequenee pf 

r hii r^idcIMbg «tU withh^; of qUttfing the 
my mfot^rion thu^ far is codecs, 

’ { me Will. 

tlie^l%pitdqfi«r respeerable officeir. to 
.Twtoih Lhave alhidd^^ has suffored ihjastke^ 
pidiid^ thjft th6: Idtet^ of his ina|esry*t^sefvieo 
^dficors with the cTafms of the party injurecl, 
^irt' demanding redress,^— I have Airrji^f to 
state to your lordship; tjiat I ondibVscatid <ho 











<9t ■ ' 


b^: 


Burton to be casbifmj; , .Bnt» in consequent 
of ihe many illustrious smd J^nourahlc resti- 
monieiborne to general j$urToii*i highly meri- 
torious, military cdiHiuct. a{i4/o the esreemed 
worth and amiable virtues of his, private 
character through life; .the court martial 
his;maje8ty is invested with o^ihpe^nUtrawinittcd so atrong a recommendation to 

' ^ ^tbe clemeney of that, character* whose be-* 
nignity even outibinea the splendour of hia 
tank, that thovgh the sentence of the court 


act of. apparent tnius^ice complained of* .waa 
one of an assumed fH»wer hy the Judge Ad* 
vocate Genera]^ Which the consttfotion of 
England doea not rccogmsECi und* which, is 
functioned by no precedent or practice unless 
#>/ a very accent oaie. Your lordships knosy 
that his; majesty is invested with CQUipei^nt 
anthoitty u> dtsmiss any Oi&cer- from hit 
servire* without a couii^oiaftiial Jind#- 1 
should be the last man. inbia doiiiihiaiiaito 


royal prerogative. But your lordshfpa also, 
well knOJv* ihat .in\floca664aU, ttndrrafOpd 
^ that this right of ihc erowii; eafr be^^aetted, 
wantonlv* cspriGioqsly*nr oppressii^^vaqdy 
therefore* where any instance cdF.thi^ na*m«.j 
n^urs, substantial justlee j^uireiithajt th^ 
should be an aeciedMcdadyi|Rcl,oC:^ $i 0 i^^ 
responsible^ for the eonsequunWia* . 
constitution knows' no >ucft' adviset 
crown, aa the judge ad3^^l^l^n1>Qrwhibl^ 
such responsibility attachesii ; 
it will he found ttot; idt within, a slniirt 
time |xwf>/ihe sentence^ of 
were comtnumcaMd .to estclu- 

aively, by the secretary afc wrt/ 'V^hq-w a 
jespoaMble '1 tefyin 

inpre at length ihth the circdwfad^ the 
case. I ' have .meotiefted//ihy»^ 
of .iaforjEruiti^ ,af itjuesetW^^^iiieida 
nlone. i But./ 1 caiv* i^te h 

lordships whaacamv ^9 peraquai; ob* 
aervaiiohv at. a general court mariiaf where I 
was a material eyidenjce* v J mCaA the^case pf 
major general Bujrtop* the cireH:iw^Wcea.df| 
which were exr^^ely . remarkahpA' 
f^roinjnent , maturely,- 
first’ day of the triaUV^fleeJl 
• whatever evidence 
produce* the accuaaiiqttliaj^i^ 
to be 

'^pori of ihc' pt05ceidkA'*Vdti4«^F^^^w; 
tad the coorr tkq wudt^edii^^ 
^d^iqn^.the . 

wbb^of the ' 

such had heed i. 
lowing,, by the.j 
fresh evidence way 
letter writtep by 
. nuu^ider iu.cbi^f jd .ai 
dqct^ and . cbfttabl^^ 
kQj;V|adgmeiis;df4lM f 

4ed^A,4iiebfna{^‘ 
p-.tl^qiahr*af t^o';ha,a4# 


qveteion thelegi^i'ty ot snchmttW.of approiM of ». cosforniable to W, 

1 — to... — I l^neral Burton^ was' ijnmed lately reinstated 

in his ftmfcja-'ibe.annr# ^9 ^ 

COinmaiid. ho held pievtout to his triat.— My 
lDids»:iX has^^tbought it propel to jstacc ge- 
nerally* .ildaai^to^e which occurred 
d; shm<:tim pfioe to ibat of. colonel 
which liaa been distin- 
l^tsh^ by.ihe att)i more alarming circum* 
Stade^ iq rt^oupd the judge advocate 
that iM»y.itiduce:li me to address your lordships 
w|th felarion tp iyhar I must consider as a great 
yOuitifa^tnid.ii;^ Thiskst case,froinali 

1 ^yC' heard, .den^ qf what vast im« 

jHiytai)^, 4 yji ro the kare; ap^l to the service 
in.oardeul^|>«yhai. the powers of courts- mar- 
tial; ^js ^e|jf.as the authority and duties of 
bve.ry concerned in their proceedings, 
ahC^U^be'l^c^ Ihsriced' and defined. I'he 
subjcct.lruked is such* that 
I. minist^trs will consider 

it serious attention* 

and fhfdliS^llF^P^ of the .best means of 

riiA:«^^uar remedy 10 the abuse 
of late years 
Should 

to l^ing forward the 
ahalli and at an early 
j^tqsuing sei^ton of pariiament. 
tnoiion which, in that 
, ^ We W honour of submitting 
will bcfiKO-fold : . isr. To 
'^-"^\rh(jf^,righja ^ parties, tried by 
itial, mc^e ptocularly the just and 
kfdv claim of right vested in colonel 
^j^V by virtue . of the decision of bta 
^piUirfiai, onder the extsling military 
■ y$ty; j: To define ilie constitutional 
‘^^i^jpoorts^mariul* and to regu- 
legal effect of tlieir de^ 

Athqll’s CxeiM.— ^The 
ei^ilSyttcklled the attentipu of tlieir 
prpceqdingv' He de- 
of ' the lull to. which i% 
liie Jm^rt of tlie.measage sene 
;>luch^it:aiir ihw they can* 
Uhe prao$ice qr the wge of 
to^<oiiifxiuoicate ' tfee .evidence 
il ^<7 f p^cd bUls of she fcioA» 
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Thebwt* mode which, 'at the moment# pire- j privileges of -the house, than to the hill in 
icntci itself for forming an Opittiott nf»« question. I’hc cviticncc required clearly " 

point, was analogy. In that point of view, rclaied to facts allcdgcd in the preamble j 
it was in their lordships* itobllection, ihaf no and it appeared to be the practice of pariitf. 
later than ten days ago, when a bill was mcm, that ^uch evidence should be cuinmo- 
sent op to indemnify two persons, one a picat^. Whetherit ihighr, be deemed propei^ 
member of their lordships* liousov for applf- to pass by the preiene proceeding. 
ing naval money to purposeii not naval j a #b* or to! ground tm furaceediiig u}H)n itj, 
btfl clearly relating to public monies^tbat would be matter for more consideration, 
the commons, on bditg * requiredy thought \ The iLW expUioed; chat hs 

proper to transmit the’evidehce without any’' felcit bis duty to Oall their* lordships* atteo* 
objection, and this furnished' n prcccdcivt df tiofti^to die pqinta alluded to- He ugfttd 
not ten days old. The proeeediagf relative noble barob that it would be mote* 

to the bill of 1786; vesting bertatn mohks comlNwnt with the dignity of the hoffsc,:t0 ’ 
in commissioners fof the reduction^ erf the hear.^ etjiduhcii at their bar.. With re* 
national debt. Was also wont^ of considera- measOre itself, whether clie evU 

lion. A message was^theii|ient not be Sufficient to 

upon what information 

passed the bill? upon which th^ sent' ftbr to biit, it wits nebessaty^ 

answer to their lortUhips/ - importing, tiud the blH shoold be 

they conceived it was - nm .fhu pfactlcb TO#: ^ for the house 

parliament that they- shbuM comimii^ilb! ifiU" w sufficiccc 

upon what information thcy^^aiKfed the blllfii grodAdhiapottwldt^ the btli. 

except where such infbrmaftbo related 'm The 

facts stated in sych bills. ThUwa^be prcsedied a Petition 

thought, a pretty ecrong consideratioiii^add fH^m Keys, In 

was analogous to the case in questibn^ where the Wfe of AiholPa* 

the evidence required reUted hy 

for h in the bill itself. He ' ' ' ' . ‘ ' 

duty 10 call the attention of Vhit 

these points. He should, ho^tfi dttke >it^resp^^^ stated for chti * 

farther enquiries dpon the s!«^J^,^^yild,giye‘ hdtrf fiV 

it the best considrration he He M 00 objrJetioy 

did he leel it neemary, td^ on the table; whien 

their lordships' attention to |>foceidiog* afiet^ a ftw' Words from the au* '' - 

The Duke of NbrfiW bj^ marq'ufe*\m^ took place, 

faction at this subject •shat the mes* • • 

by the nobte and learned commons be taken ^ 

to the lace period of' dtf Monday; and their 

the bill was passed '-in day. Ofwter^ ' 

sent up to that house, 

sratjces, he was 'sttrpd^/'^iy~the-'’>^wy^ y jg f e mfeVCT 

communicate the evidence ^ 
advised that the biU' 
till nerxt session* ^ ■ J 

The Duke^^f Montroxt t»id, presented account^'od*^ 

the bill had l^rt agitated In li^idi the hadds of tlie Rc'4 ^ 

80 early as Match or April/’-rhoj^h^feplI; aVyatious pcriodli'J 

itself was so lately sent fhoiir^fcra^rai^ -ttf yth Apiil l;ist 

It certainly ' ' wiis ihfi ‘ vrU'h priived^^Mr. ' 

thought the bill ought to pwi,^ 

dtscussbm should takC' place' the 
aenc srsdon. • ' " which wi 4 y ■ - 

Lord ^//W thought the. *n<>**o« 

ftiotle-df proci^dfog'wq'ykt 'the, Irish'- 

their, ^ordshipl'’ to Vhe fdrfhVlr 

refari've to «hU^ wbi'ec^'«j;;’iWif:'Owfi. 

•tend^f sendittg »b ilw^^oidJ^ons fdr^S^ir^ pcbtponcdl 

1 4 ord thd5uhj.»diVjifc^' jp this dAy ^h'rc^: Ifthriflis;-^ Mfi 'Ornisby 

tndtrf cohsideraifon,. relate mure brought v? the nvpott of thb 0;>m^trtbe ojk' 
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^ the Petition from Goilyer and otbers» Free- words* purporting th^t this indulgence, was 
holders of Middhs^xv praying for compen- granted from the pecessity of the case# Ust Jt 
iatton (or lost of. time in attending the Com. should hereafter ha<<»n^rued into the formal 
inittee on the contested ck^ion tor Middle-^ recognition of a principle^' , 
aeXk Ordered to be taken into consideration . The CbaHeelhro/thMExtheptn^^xtittAonU 
on Monday^i^A; message from the lorda inii- from the wording of the preamble* that the 
mated their lordships’ concurrence in the bil^j amend tnents proposed were entirely consistent 
for purchasing ground- in Palace Yard*; the 'With the spirit of the bill itself. There were 
JDumin Harbour Improvement vbilli the MU two things which the bill wished to provide 
ftcia Officers bill* and f he Corn Itnpotc *^9^ for ' That such , answers as might be 
Export Heguktiem Fowler from given which would , criiniaate the witness 

. the Tax^officc* presented ^ao neeoi^rnf#e should not expom him to any prosecutioii. 
ex|)ences iohuried. foCiOfficert and Cenmnifs^ Ihe second consideration wa$^ that the wit- 
stoners under the Act forlhe RedempiaiMi of ne^ should give>^heir evidence (whether in 
the Land Tax, from 5th crimmatiop or exculpation) unembarrassed, 

Jan. i^6c«^On- the motion tsf Mr. VanAl* and free ftom personail apprehensions. He 
*tan> the Irish Distillery billi^thejfiidi Raper thought the amendments, proposed were es- 
Dmy Inll, and the Irish' Heafth.B^ty lixU,;, ^ necesA'y for the obtaining both 
were read a third time and passed^/ . those objects. 
fTaOTTER’s litfOEMnrry -^Mr. W/er agreed perfectly with what h-ad 

moved the further ebnridetotio^^ ftHen fcom a noble friend of his (lord H. 

tbe'„third reading of ^thisbill; which hdng^ that although it might be proper to 

accoidtngly read a third timsk . ^ « glaiw a complete Indemnity in the present in- 

SiT^Viiiiatrt fOQi st^iwc*. yet that the bouse slipuld not recog- 

sniseJ ameiidrdent fo xhepr^oddej^bich he nice It da./a precedent to govern other cases 
now preferred to any emendatory ^^t^aote.^ whMi might be somewhat ' similar, and yet 
His object was « to -Put dtfieriog in other respects. « 

' should give evidence^dO'ViacCKmtMd ^ .Mr. Bourse made a few observa- 

Impeacmnem, into arsuuattont free from any (ions in support of the amendmenr.-— On 
appiehensiof^ theymi^hrv»thef^iaocnieftain. tl^ Spakor’s^ cutting the qocsttoa that the 
dt would tend CO obratn thevnds^Qf lubstam bill as amended do pass, 
lial justice, and greatly so shorten thd pro- ' Lord Slafukre rose. He said he had 
,.,cc0dMig»; as at present therC'^as adgitaV^ waited in die humble distance which became 
diixerence between la Wyersi. of Omtoieiiee, re- hlm> ’ iro seC' whether an object in the bill, 
specting rhe nbltgaiioh .of a witpeWf to give wWcJi Itruck him to he of much importance, 
evidence against 'hlmiself, fbat^40n the/fri^ljf mi^t^noebe taken up by some person more 
- * it must be productive of Cjii^peN^nt-iri^mh^ that time, however, 

discussfons between the oounaei oa'iKKh^i^es.'. . was paistod j and he Klied on the ^nted k ind- 
I'ik purport of 4 m amendkuent wiiii., tbe;hottse , to indulge him for a few 
ter the words ** inddltnlded for 'any>|mb%' mtOUtctiA'What he wished to say. Certainly 
acts/* should he inahfted^-^the- W<^di;^^aiad Im ^eaot'WQti-in this last jtageof the bill, 
agaimit any public ittotky he^ may 4 ^ todn<^ which the house 

plied cmirrary to kw; during warrant,--- that of acquitting the 

Viscount Melville Tfaaai^ pir^C^aVin order to punish the accessary. 

>Javy.'* . - ‘ j'W.: ■ • 3 ||^.l^dlesa 4 ‘id he mean, at such a luomenr, 

v'lAtrd b6w far it would be cbnsistcnc 

tO'Offirtcdijetrtons «^thf.p^..j^i^nity and character of the houte 

^ fesied to ire calmdakd to ^uy expresstops which mjghc 

' pfaubitinria) liiva<d^ 

his^ddfenep'at thuir.barj.ltoW' Wi*^JCouM h© 
aarrifee dF nwcuiiai’ r Yhe- honpyrvof or consistent 

owned, thatlh^ ivfhl member 

rAKcih^the thetbosine'ss* to tound upojoi 

karn of.i}|^ sqbj:;ctr^ficpoi^rj|^'v^pl' a|g9i^;(ha( tinlbftunace lord* when, as 
grradf {n<fa^our Qf d 

from bf-hk{MrMlrxaiidfr)fcPdery 

U w:i 9 ^ itjrfcfr h» ja^ficaiion. yraS 

hm»o od|^ dot bkitilyoto- word 

. ikixidvC^ wished &iiim1dttodw:uoh‘i»facdto^ w Pgainst j^um . irecprdsd,-^Xtic 
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noble told said, that, notwithstanding alt Lord Di Bhquien said, he trusted the bill 
the amendinenrs made in the bill, thfre re- would yet be altered before it passed inio a 
mained something attached to Mr* Trotter, law, and that Mr. Trouer would not be left 
which left him not a free man. The bill in that desperate predicament which gave him 
went to deprtve of the benefic of indemnity an interest in the coneicfion of his friend 
not only any person who should give false Mx. Whahrt^d^ in answer to the observa- 
evidence, bur any who shall suppress or re- tions of the noble ford, said, that Mr. Trot, 
fuse, folly, fairly, and truly, to disclose all ter would be swoin to rcH the truth, the 
and every transaction to which he may be whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and 
privy, touching the conduct of ford Meb if he foiled 10 coiid^y with the obKgaiion of 
'*^**** *'** ^ fhe judge »he^ his ontr on theie- gioands, nirely it woold 

ther Mr. 1 rotter does or does no* ttveel not be argued, that be had any cinm rdihe 
and disclwe fully and fairly all he may imlenSniiies proposed by ibis bill. If Mr. 
know ? God, tlie Searcher of hearts, may Trotter could, in the cmirie of the summer, 
do It; bout belongs not to me. said the cecollrct any cjrcnmsiaoMtMr which he might 
noble lord, or to the hon. member. Abd add to; or. correct hi* erWeece, before the 
was It not very possible time a weak and tl- impeachmeei shoold be closed, either in sup* 
mid mind, such at tbtt.of. Mr. Trotter was portof the acensation, or in favour of lort 
n preteiiied to be, might not recollect and Melville, he sroold be at liberty to amend 
pircisely state, on one exaininattoo, the same that evidence, h, stating inch ciicomttancet. 
facts in the manner to bear the samecon.| AH his object ie the case was ui^tantialjat- 
siructiun as he bad scaKd< them at anotbEtr' ticO» add' the whole troth, and aotcly it was 
time, and yet the k»t prevarkatton. bowit but, tight for the hooie to retain this hold 
ever unintentional, might expore him to the Upon hi* vencky, that if he Concealed any 
loss of the indemnities ptofE'nsd, Mr. Trot, part of 'tl>c rreth, be foifeited.bis claim to 
ter was said to be a man very weak .aiid ncrv. the indemnity, 

Otis, and that he had exhibited the strongest ^ Mr. .ytimuiie said, that however painful 
proofs of it before the committee, where he it Was to him to diffrftrom bit bon. friend 
appeared much terrified. Put it otherwise, by whom the hill was introduced, he must 
said the noble lord; suppose that* with a ' declare hi* disapprobation of it, aa proceed- 
length of quiet time, Mr. Trotter should ing on e principle of justice of which he 
recollect many circuiasiances which tended could by. no mean* admit. There was but a 
to ju'-tify lord Melville’s conduct, and which single precedent, tint ©f lord Maccim field, ^ 
be had not stated yet ; would it not be mote (.that boK any semblance to this case, and thar 
than possible that tlie apprebeosioijs he vi«ul4| he. ihotight ly no means bore opmv it in every 
be under might at least very much embarMf; l^. for ihklicasQo. that though the masters 
hjm in giving his lestimony, for ihe ptovfep ;i*tithancery end lord Maocleslield were par. - 
to which the noble lord allodcil left not Mr,TlfcipjUM(a.in. .the '*ame crime, yet that the 
J roller a Iri-e roan. As for tijimself^ he was lgdHt'.of ihe mattt-n in chancery was infi- 
iieither ashamed nor afraid to profess hi$ own f nitely less than that of lord Macclesfield, 
opinion, that, when all this business agaim*i wliereayie ihe present instance, although the 
lord Melville should have been gone through; I lOdtal guiirofJoRl Melville certainly prepon* 
be entertained the most sanguine expectations ] diirACedf jet, fhat on the question of pariici. 
the result would be, that lord Mclvillc,. at, p««ioo,, '{whiih w a* that to be submitted to 
this very hour, had more than sufScjewljp ijiie decisiofi of the lords) he was only ao ac- 
suffcred for all his n«;glect3. and allhM Afe, , Iq. biitojHnion Jt would be always 

linquencies, and if it was not high .tttaaon ^ let e ^riininal escape without pn«, 
against the house so to say, he ihot^ht lord ditotoetit, (hfiB to adopt legislative provisions 
Mclviile had m«e with hard measure. .Of WtbesotutsrfdpTpwtof bringing down pn- 
the bonoof and integrity of the bpn; ««Mnbfir. nialtort6biEuW4lto.*:.The bit! was then-pas. 
who brought this business forward,, however tods and'Mih-^j^iibreed wasordetcd to carry 
highly he might think* ttiH be badbnt a very- jsto the toidaibr theit concurrence. 

Mender opinion of bis ntoderstioo. Lokd 1^, .' [Sq«.tHgah' Wha 1 e ITwhs r y Bill.*] 
Biaqutere was then pfopotioghit amendments Qa.iheord«#df iheday tpr third reading 

Of this bill, ■ 

Ibe^/MtkrnMandssId.thHiflibefiobie ^I^ordilrMilv tose to move a clauses by way 

ord bad any objectioDS fig. the geneto! ptin. of rider. pro|imiW to vaemm from the Alien 
:ipIe of the bill» nii^t Wfies ihcitig tetr **'"‘* - “ a * 

hat it was oow too late to propose ao|r a* 
nendmeniSo 

VoL. V. 


»n«p>p .wgucn iriim , 

-Milford Haven# and; were freighted with * 
pd lor that marketg |>toviae4 should ar* 

5 D 
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Tive before the 31st of December; these* in 
addi'ion to five other ships already exempted 
bv (he bill from that duty* amounting to 
ab'*ut 22*coo1. provided they arrived within 
a given peri'^d. 

Mr. Rose decidedly opposed the clause* a» 
claiming an indulgence detrimental to the 
revenue in favour of persons who were by no 
means entitled to such an indulgence upon 
any ground. He explained the nature of 
this claim. It had been thought exi'cdieni 
abrut nine years since* to give encourage* 
ment to forty faint lies to setrle at Milford 
Haven* on the condition of their fitting out 
ships In the fishery* and instructing our sea- 
men in their skill for taking such fish; and 
the conseeucucc was* that* instead of com- 
plying with the conditions to which they had 
pledged themselves* instead of fitting cut 
ships in the fishery* and improving our sailors 
in the art* and extending thereby otir gmt' 
nursery for seamen* the business had dwin- 
dled down to the exertions of a single family* 
who amassied a considerable fortane by ir* and 
instead of fitting out ships for the fishery* 
they purchased the whafe oil from the Arne, 
rican fishermen* in American porA* and im- 
ported it into £ngland‘’as the produce of the 
British' fisheries* and thereby eluded the 
alien duties, which were the principl bar- 
riers for the encouragemenr and protection 
of the British fisheries, the rapid improvt- 
^rnents oi which* within the last few years* 
^ere owing, not at all to tho^ settlers* but 
entirely to thc spffit of our own merchants* 
and tl'e skill and adventure of bur own sea- 
- - men.; Sgainst whose interests and cocourage- 
* nteni it was now proposed* by another/«x- 
empticn of five ships' cargoes fron;» the i^en 
duty, to throw 25 oool. into the' pocket of 
a single family. He therefore decidedly op- 
posed the clause. - " * 

Sir ChtirUs Prk^ siso opposed ‘tbe clause 
upon the same ground, i'fe .phs^ved^'that 
the claimant* whose name Was J^ochc, ' Wf? 
forced to' fly from France in the tyinnny bf 
• Robespierre, and was encouraged* 
CondUibm me mioned by rhb tight bop;, genh 
to settle ill this cOuiitryp He hiM al^ ad- 
ventured in America; so that b^wai « Wfi^lcr 
of e«ch couPtrt fc and now wanted rro>:^i«n 
exipirption from the alien diltiea fn faVoOr 
of cargoes not procured by promoting' the 
British fishery and the important naval ob- 
jects therewith connected* but purchased in 
America^ ports, from American whalers; at 
a moderate price, and brought Into British 
ports, t^xempt from the a]ien' duties* and. 
to be sold at double thp odgiitxicostj The 
more oil could be brought into this country 
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by any and all means* legal and illegal* 
the more advantageous would it be to him 
in the line of his trade; but he could not 
so far desert the rights of Brimh seamen 
and Briridi,. merchants in their own market* 
as to suffer the produce of foreign fisheries 
to enter their ports upon equal terms* and 
reap the advantages due to them from rheir 
country. — The question being put, the clause 
was rejected ; and the bill was read the third 
time* passed* and ordered to the lords.— > 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE OP LORDS. 

SaiurJait Juljf 6 * 

[MfNirTES.]-f-The house resolved into 
a committee on the Smuggling Prevention 
bill* lord Watsingha^ in the chair. Mr. 
Adam was heard at considerable length, as 
second cbdnsel* on behalf of the peti- 
tioners in the islands of Guernsey and Jersey, 
against certain clauses in the bill. After 
the learned counsel had concluded* a short 
conversation t<X>k place between lord Hol- 
land and the lord Chancellor, relative to 
the clauses In question* The former peer 
thinking the points they involved of so 
much importance* as to require the atten- 
dance of the judges* when the bill should be 
next t^ken into consideration* which was 
proposed to be on Monday. 'Vo this pro- 
ceeding (he lord Chancellor objected: at 
iheiame time he admitted the importance of 
Itbe points adverted to, either as they respec- 
ted executive and legulativc power, relative 
tq the islands in question; if, by the law 
and constitution of the country, no such 
right existed, or, on the other hand, the 
abandonment of' the exercise of the right of 
it did cxbt; U)9on these points, he meant 
then to offer no opinion : fu ure opportuni- 
ties would arise xn the subsequent stages of 
the bill I as' aLso for the discussion of the 
^^lauses objected to. Lord Holland wished 
tb^ncscton to^be put upon his proposition for 
ih%v attendance of the judges on Monday* 
wht^h was accordingly dolne; it was nega- 
tived ; bur the result was* that the farther 
consideration ' of the bill* hr a committee* 
was fixed for Monday.— The bills upon the 
bible' ;Wem forwarded in their respective 
stages* ^ Among these* the Irish Revenue 
Rj^idation bill, the Irish Asst>s*^ed Taxes* 
tbif Sugar Titles Drawback* the Public Ac- 
countants* the Irish Spirits Warehousing* the 
Irish Linen Duties Drawback, the Plate 
^Isss Duties* were severally read a second 
time* and ordered to be committed .-^The 
Dubttn> Paving* Lighting* > and Cleansing 
bill* wch( through a committee of the whole 
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house, received some amendments, and was 
ordcKd to be reported on Monday. — l^rd 
Mulgrave, by command of His Majesty, pre- 
sented a Copy of the proceedings in the 
Privy Council. &c. on the Petition of John 
Duke of Athol), which, on the motion of 
the Lord Chancellor, was ordered to be 
printed. — Adjourned. 

HOUSa OF LORDS* 

Monday t July 8 . 

[Diticb of Atholl’s Claim.!— The 
Marquis of Buckingham moved lor an account 
of the revenue and expenditure of the island 
of Man from 1798 to 1805, which uas ac- 
cordingly ordered. 

Lord Elle/ihomghto^ to move, that certain 
papers laid on the table relaciv^e to the duhe 
of Atho]]*3 Claim bill, be printed- He 
thought it extremely improper that their 
lord bhips should proceed to the consideration 
of a subject of so much importance* before 
thev had time to peruse, the papers which had 
lK*en produced to assist them in forming a 
proper judgment on the measure. He 
siderod it altog««thcr indecent, that one noble 
lord should be compelled to look over the 
shoulder of another, in order to glean a little 
information from the papers. He therefore 
trubfcd, that, after the papers were printed for 
the use of the house, sufficienc time would 
be a^.'rded for their consideration* . The 
papers were ortlererf to be printed* 

The Earl of iVcsfw^rlanci moved that the 
order ol the day be read. 

Lord Holland rose to move, that the order: 
of rhe day be not proceeded i*n. ^ , 

I.nrd Mulgravt spoke to ordcf, and said;; 
it was not competent for the-.j noble v lord "to. 
move that the order of the day should notbe^ 
proceeded on. 

Lord Holland insisted that he was in order. 
He meant to op^wsc the second reading 
the duke of AthtJi's bill, and it tvas 
tent for any noble lord to oppose an ordtb for 
proceeding wirh 8' particular bilL , ^ 

The Lord Chancrlhr said, (hat when tM: 
order of the day for summoning the peer* 
should be read, the regular, cou rajs .wodd, 
then be for a noble carl to move |i)e second 
reading of the bill. It wotild then 
peteni for itny other noble lord to moVie, 
instead of now, the bill be read at soi|iiew«: 
lute time. 

Lord Wttim^rlctnd then/TOte tn iw^ethc 
second reading of the bill, bot Wa«vlrO|cr| 
rupted by S 

The Marquis of 

ved, hat as this bill propoied to a 
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sum out of the consQlldated fund, ir was nf« 
ccssary ir should have the recomrnendatiqa 
of his majesty before the house could enter- 
tain it. 

Lord Ha^kesbttfy stated, that so far as the 
interests of the, crown were concerned, his 
majesty was willing that the bjli should pro- 
ceed. 

The Earl of U^eumorlmd M length entered 
u|)Oii hi3 ^etch. Hift lordship began by 
^*4ting the grants of the sovereignty of the 
Isle of Man, made to the fmmjy of btaah'y, 
carl of ;Derby> and which from thence dc^ 
scended to the duke of Atholl. He ob« 
served, that the consent of the duke of 
Atholl bad been obtained to . the *sale of 
his rights^ under an apprehension that 
be .was compelled to surrender* them, and 
that the bill ^ which that sale iva» sanction- . 
pi had been hastily passed. .He con- 
tended' that the full sovereignty of the island 
vested in those who inherited front the ori- 
ginal grantee,a5 app^^ared by ancient constitu- 
tions of the island, and by (he decision of the 
court of Chancery here, which was subsequent- 
ly recognised by pariiament in the reign of 
EUz^beth,^ which pe^d an act passed to 
render the island unalK^able from the family^ 
The terms, however, used in these acts, as 
well as in the original grant relative to the 
island, clearly proved that the full sover- 
eignty was vested in those who inherited the 
island under chat grant. So well was thi^ 
understood, that no atrernpr was made in tho 
parliament of England to ii^grslate for tlw ^ 
internal regulation of the Isle of Man. There 
wete^mly four or live acts by which rh^tslc 
:,of,^an was aff eted previous to 1765, and 
(b^ excemions only served to prove the 
general fule^ Tc was since that the Lie 
itad been plac^ in the See of York ; but no 
one would deny in this case the power of the 
king, as ibe bead of the church. The acts 
^chiedyv related to^the iutercourse betweeu 
England |ind theTsle of Man, except iu oaeoe 
' two brsta^cfs, establishing certain regulations 
MVhich^ however, had never been acicd upon. 

4 was derived to the lord of Man 

from th)& customs which he held indc|)eiident 
of the of Keys. He did not deny that 

rimuggling^:l^d bee^ carried on to* a great 
extenr bcT\i%en I^glaud and the Isle 
of^Madt but this was not. the fault [of 
the lords of t|^ Isle, neither did they 
penicipatc in the proto. Ic was, however,^ 
m poit^quencebf^t^ that a plm was in 
citation in t^c reigb of George the First, 
^^s.ihe ptmha^ of .She island from, the then 
lord; and an ap^ was. passed in the rash . 

; George L>»tithorking ih parties to concraiK 
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for the sale of the island. Nothing was 
done afrer this until the year 1765* when a 

f ")rof>osal was nr^ade to the late duke of Atholl 
))' Mr. Grenville, the then minister, for the 
t>uTc!^<isc ot the island. His lordship read 
several parts of the correspondence which 
rook p!nce, tn prove that the duke and 
dui'hess of Arholl were averse to the sale ol 
the ishnd, and that they only at length 
agreed to it in coincquencc of a fear that, if 
they did not. their rights would be nearly 
annihilated without any compensation, by a 
bill which was then in contemplation. Thus 
circumstanced they reluctantly consented, 
and named 70,oooL as the price of t^ir 
sovereignty and revenue, chat being the sum 
which it was understood the minister would 
give and no more. It was remaikable, bow* 
ever, that in the bill which sandnbn^ and 
authorized the treaty thus made, it did not 
appear that the duchess had consenied to a 
form which was certainly required, neither 
was any tru.^tee named for the infant, now 
duke of Atholl. It was trul^ that a pension 
of 200ol. l^er annum was granted to the duke 
and duchess of Atholl for their lives, but 
no provision whate^ was made* for the im 
fant. H he compcn^on ttnis granted, and 
thus reluctantly consented to on the part of 
the duke and duchess of A'hbll, was, he 
contended, inadequate to the rights and 
revenues sold. It was not merely a revenue 
tensing from the cmroms of the island that 
was sold, but all the sovereign rights, which 
included, as one source of revenue to which 
the lord of Man was entiifed^' an ox from i 
' every quarter-land on the jsland, which I 
quarter-lands amounted co 700, aiid 
M reckoned as worth 7,500!. per 
I'his, added to other resources,, ihade tq/, 
be contended, a revenue of to.ocol. 
annum, for which the duke and duche^ only 
received 70,000]. wiihout includidg the 
sovereignty and roVaMcs of, the. island » 
Upon mvse grounds pq contended, that thia 
. compensation was glpiiy inadcqcate 
value of wbar was gfaiited,> and hetitti^ed 
their lordships wouU con.^nr its the prekrit 
bill, for the purpose, iw some 
repairing the imosticC wbltb thq dhkef of 
Atholl had sufered. diat? 

aliould not he opposed dn thh occasiOtlT' by^ 
geneialitits wHIra did hot a^ly, imtead'or 
ipecialirics which didi A cry ^lad* been 
raistd against this biB;' which* nsiti^ded hi ih 
' of the atqty of the qtmker add his dog'f the 
foriftcr^Sbi lorih a ciy of •*.mad ddgT! and 
, was iriconik^es^ desflbw 

'^%i^'okc>oy ftial; s lots 

'^^^Tj^umehts in opposition id a ;mcasttrc,^ 


found it an easy way of opposing it to set op 
a cry of *• job/* which had the effeet of 
drawing into the focus of such an opposition 
those who had not the ability' to investigate 
the subject, or the firmness to act in contra- 
diction CO the cry of the mob. He thought 
there could be no solid objection to do in 
in this case what was merely an act of justice, 
and as to the want of information, every 
noble lord who Jiad been a n, ember of the 
privy council. muM be pcrferrly acquainted 
with the subject. Upon all these considera- 
tions he submitted to their lordships the 
second redding of the bill, and be trusted 
that it would V not now be opposed, as there 
woiiid he Other stages in which that oppo- 
sitkm could be made. 

IjtM E/ifuSor&tfgh rose and spoke as fol- 
lows:* My Lords, the noble lord has said, 
in answer fo a request for further time to 
consider the papers before tlie house, that all 
those noble lords who have been members of 
his majesty's privy council must be thorough- 
ly acquainted with the circumstances of the 
ca^e. 1 have the honour to be a member of 
hia majesty's privy council, and 1 certainly 
do know the former proceedings of the coun- 
cil relative to this subject ; bur with resprec 
to the latter proceedings, I am wholly igno- 
rant, and therefore 1 a»k for information, in 
common with other noble lords, and for time 
to consider the papers before the home. My 
lords, when I look at the papers ju«Jt now 
printed and $0^ reeking born the press chat I 
cannot open' them without rndangerintr my 
liealfh*-wwhfh 1 lock ar a folio volume of 140 
pages presenicd this day by the noble eail, 
and ,^htch we have not had a moment’s 
jtime alloweti uS even to look into, 1 cannot 
^tenter my solemn proiest against proceed- 
ing in*' this bill under such cifcuiiifttances, 
against a proceeding which could only be 
I sanctioned by parliairent in the worst and 
I most corrupt limes, 1 do not ask for a long 
; but'l hoj[)e that noble lords will con- 
I ati%hcir own dignity and the public opinion, 
^ grahtibg a short rimefortheconsideia- 
; don of the papers relative to this subject, to 
we ought 50 turn otr atcention. I 
in ofdcY that some answer may be 
fiiv^fi fMs proposal. (His lordship sat 
3 plvn for a few nuxiienu, no answer was 
'ThtoT am to understand, my lords, 
mat he If your intention to proceed in this 
bill' €tK>n(ighl»/ I lament that such should be 
youf dHti^inaticb, but as it is, 1 wiiien- 
deavniiTs ivithr ’fhtr imperfeq* information 
to put youi lord&hipS: in pQs- 
laiy 'lentiibenrs upon the; subject, 
{c is AQit a little remarkablt> that ia^tbe first 
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threejcnt^ces of the preamble of this bill consideration for every thing of that nature 
three falsehoods occur. It ia stated in the that was capable of being transferred.. Not 
first, that the Isle of Man. was granted in concent writh this, however, the late duke 
sovereignty by the Icing of England. It is solicited aboonia addition, that was granted 
no such thing. The nuhlc earl has laid great to him in the shape of a pension, of a.ooo/. 
stress upon the sovereignty, but the sove- f>er annum, to. that noblejman and tlie duchess 
reignty was not granted. The island was ot AthoU. The ijitter stifl enjoys that pen- 
held in petty serjeaoty, by the ^presenration sion, and I hope willlong continue to enjoy 
of two hilcons CO the king at his coronal ion; ir ; and if there is any oUim for lurther com- 
but as CO the sovereignty, it was out of the pensation, it rests with that noble lady, and 
question. The lord of Man bad his supers- not with the present duke. Ilse compensa- 
ority and his regalities, and so have many tipu, however, was .not inadcquaie, ^nd if 
noble lords near me regalities in iheir uisoors, the account is stated fairly, debtor and credi- 
hot as to sovereignty, it is quite adifft^rent teir> aato what the pjuldic have received. and 
thing, and no delinttton of sovereignty will what the<’ family of the dqke of Atboll have 
reach the case of the lord ol Man. Yet this received,, it will he founds that tite latter 
term of sovereignty is repeated in the two have rcMved in the course of the forty years 
next sentences, and ** like a tall bull v lifts since thebargam, at least 177,000/. moie than 
hb head — *'1 will not finish the line* When the public from the result of that bargaio. 
the noble lord talks of acts of parliament not As to the consent of the dMche!;s of AthoU, 
binding the isle of Man, 1 am astonished, at and the appointment of 4 rruscee for the in- 
the puerility of the argument; if acrsofpar- faitt, whtph the oobfe iW .contends were 
liameiit cannot bind the Isle of Man, then absolu^lyjie^essary, I a;aiutaia,on thecon- 
the act t>assed 101765, for the, purchase of traiyV that parjiiamcnl having ad thortxed and 
the isle, is a nullity ; and if it is not, if that directed the sale, no such consent, or ap- 
could bind the ls|e of Man then, a hundred pointment, was necessary. If however, my 
acts may be equaUy biiidincf* As to the Isle lords^ this baigafn wa^ a bad one, it were 
of Man not being mericioned in ac<s of par- better- to rescind. br>'at once,, than to. pass 
liament, we know it is a mere form, bang such a bill as the present. To sanction >ucli 
out of the ambit of the Bricbh si»s ; if it is a proceeding as this, wijl he to open a door 
not mentioned in an act of parliament, ^uch upon m hinges that will never again he shut, 
act cannot, in its opt ration, be construct- Never did 1 witness a gross job come into 
ively extendeti to ir, but this amounts to parliament in a more bodily form than tb^ 
nothing with respect to the general principle, present. If this is agreed ,10, there willl^ 
We have been told by the noble lord, that ao iplet for, the most corrupt proceedings ; 
the compensation given to the late duke of and one I l(;now will be brought forward, if 
Atholl was inadequate. I ..paid atten- chif. succeed, one of the most corruj^ jobs 
tion to the subject when it was formerly witnessed in parliament. Bur, 

agiraied, and I could not discover (he slight- ^ip Jordis; let me conjure your lordships not 
esc foundation for any iair claim on the part; to agree to rr.bilt like the present. It i^, jn- 
of the duke of Aiholl to any furjchercompen- ^eed, n epnsideratiop of ihe highest impor- 
sacion. I he late dukp named his o^u sum, 'tWncej^^he^, taking- three or.- four, or five 
alcht)ugh it appears that by soms meaicb or ^thousji^.^imda a year out of the consuli- 
othcr he got at the knowledge of what the at 4 period when the supplies are 

then ministers would give nr the utrnos|', ^aiad i-witb sd much difiicnhy^ raised. That such a 
the sum which was then given,. in^my.tphiia,' billt^ should: be ^||^you red to be hurried 
was a full and 'ample. coinpeufarpui^’^ the .|hropgh thev:^um.|^(ii."the course of the few 
rights and revenue surrendered^ Tlw tick ^dining days^ofthosasion,. for it is idle ^ 
revenue, of which so much has been. aa^,. dls^mb|e.(hat thatjs the object, is, indeed a 
does noc«appear to me, from the accounts mfla^hbly .^oi^d^riiupn. /In a /(;w: .days 
which I have inspected, to havoarimuntjld to wi}|.l^ dispersed i and. lef us not 

more than 800/. per anmijo* Takingihlf rctum , to our rcspecuyc homes with ebestig- 
at thirty years, purchase, which Js bayJngipisscM .bill like. iheprci^^ 

I irice for land, and i*tiH more fo(. mivetme,^ make no charge any 

table 10 barrasing litigations, thc%snmwOuld unfortunately happen, ^hat 

amount to 24,000/. . I'heW wq«ld:thcafe- ^hen W.ftpr homes, after our tfii/y 

main 46,00c/. for - the purchase of.the sovcr, . W parjtiani^S h for the session, ive 

leignty as it is called. 0|aa I wcailt^jiv^canaoi. apy q-^fulyrcary haji bc^n 

the superiority of the Isle of Man, J^y 

this must be considered as a full and imp^j^gocM^oz; been tp i^succo^jul 
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termination ; we cannot sa 3 r that any thln^ equally improper ilii af^ied to that noble 
has bcenaddcdiothegbry ortotshehnno^ duke, and as coming from the noble<and 
of the country. Let us not then at the eon learned lord who used it. The noble lord 
elusion of the session^ daring which unfbr proceeded to enter into a detailed argument 
tunately so little has been done for the honour with respect to the bargain concluded with 
or advantage of the country, have the harden the late duke of Atholl, which he considered 
upon our minds of having agreed to such a as very unfavourable to that nobleman, and 
, bill as this. Let us oot« at a momeni like he believed that the minister who concluded 
this, when all classes of the people are ground that bargain was not perfectly informed of 
dcmrii with taxes, add to their hardens Iw the whole circumstances^ of the case, and 
voting a boon to inendicanc importunity. If that there was an intention of bringing in a 
our supplies were unlimited, if we could bill in the )rear succeeding for the purpose of 
draw uMQ them without any fear of exhaos- explaining' the foimer kt. If therefore the 
tion, it the resources of the state glew Uke bargain waa concluded without a sufficient 
the fabled Promethean liver, under tlm beaks knowledge of the circumstances and situation 
and taldns of the vultures whom tbev are of ehe Isle of Man, it snitly was not too much 
lacerated and .devoured, theit indeed we now to say that diat bargain should be again 
might agree to such kinds of doModst but opened, and some compe^ation made to the 
as they are not, it is our duty to wsfcli over sufierieg party. On a mtr review of the sub- 
the interests of the people^ and' not to suffer ject it would be found that a bare considers- 
their resources to be squandeved in imoioper tion wjb given for the actual revenue of the 
expenditure. However critical may m the isUmdi leaving nothing for the sovereignty, 
times; however great may be our dangers; the legalities, and other rights. As to the 
X however hopeless the slate of our finances^ question made by the noble and learned lord 
let us not, my lords^ imitace .theboiiduer of with respect to the sovereignty of the island, 
sailorsin astorm, who,., when thewtltuatioA> let it be leeoUecifd that the lords of Man 
is desperate and bope]^, wben they see their wore a crown; that they pardoned offtners ; 
vessel driving upon^^ rocks, abandon the that they l^ialated for ttie island, and had 
sails, throw up the helm, and fall to other p^rogatives, which certainly consti- 
der^g the chests. Let ns rather^ if we would tuted a sovereignty, in whatever point of 
avert the thunderbolts of hunwn, or even, ^iew that term might be considered. He 
though 1 hope not, ofdi vine vengeance, which denied the accuracy of the account stated by 
may be read]r even now to burst upon os, ^deck the noble and learned lord, neither did he 
wrselvcsoutinthcrobesof virtue, that wem^y think it as* a fair mode of considering a 
gain the respect of foreign narioas, ami m subject like, the piesM to state an account 
Fove of thepet^le, of* whose fotereua. M debior and creditor in that mode. It was 
« ‘-ought to be the guardians and protectors. not iiberely that the revenues had increased, 

‘picsied with all these considerations, 1«|| but they were to consider that they purchased 
at to be my duty to oppose this hHl, BoUf :the rights of the lord, by m^ns of the ex- 
event what it may, liieravi er<?ise of which rights only the revenue.^ could 

Lord *My lords; .hoaxer, .bk iucreaiad, as it was clear wc could only 

inadequate 1 may be to the . task Of .com- h#re tbe^same rights as those we purchased 
baring with the talents of the nO^ and of jhe lo^ of the island. So far from the 
learned lord, 1 feel myself impdkd io tispiti suili which the noble and learned lord repre- 
defence of the bill the; awerrioils;^ senM as having been gained by the family 

which the noble and loM has ..made/ rCl|;rhddiike of Atholl, they had only {received 

and the arguments wlmk be hre^Odduc^* ^u inadequate compensaiion for the mere re- 
1 feel no dread of bitmh of tlie island,' wiihmit reckoning any 

even of a divine tribcMmif iu > thing forr the honours^ and rbyakits which 

sent to this bill, convinced; aaf2>;^i,' thatik th(^ gavq op,. It had always been the prac- 
is founded in justice aiid.tH^ity;^ubr^w lice of parliament to bclibrrsl in cases of 
repeat the expressioh which the and qaeore. ^ When the heritable jurisdic- 

learned lord has applied to ir, d»lri^ire«med tlt^s 'in Seoriand were bought up, the duke 
to me not very conristent eitb^ wjth.diuic^- oCAtgyift received ax^ooo/. for what in fact 
sideration we owe to a bill sisnt qplfro^ the iC^dC^oathing, or at most ic/. per ann. 
Qth<frbDU|^of parliament, dr Wlthrekd^ityj TNyalildof the honour bought in such cases 
^ of thijv^huuse. . Neither: will r^uldnot bt^ndr ever was, judged of by thu. 

pterSioo which fhq.noblk ford, tales of cakulation. It 

' appikd to theimfafodukea^oi|io.<^iii»>re .musktetjhdgedofbyineansofalsrdriforent 
uoticr considcratioii, and which ,1 think wsi ^e/ and he trusted tliac their lordships 
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would, in thi9 Insttnce, act Uj^on those prin- wat the decided Opmion of the government of 
ctplei which had hitheno characterised par* this country, and ttimy of the ablest men oC 
Itainent. It was not, besides, tn this case that dajr, that the sovereignty of that island 
an act of libenrllty chat they were called upon vested in the crown of England, though the 
top<*rrorir. but of justice, which required,, feudalright might be in thcTords of the island^ 
that a bargain made to the prejudice of an who were the family of the Stanley’s, and 
individual at a time when he acted under an wordicould not he cteatitr than those in the 
impression iliat his rights were to be taken graatofjamesLtothehoIders of that island-* ^ 
away without compensation if he did not to hold of us, our beifs and successors/* 
con%nr, should now be revised, and some No legal n^an could have a tloubt upon the 
comp nsation made to his family, pardeuo subject; It was theoptnton of Mr. Grenville, 
jarly when it was considered that the honours and^eeveral of his most c»ninent comempora^ 
ctiKveyed were of a peculiar nature, and Hea:; and whtn the bargain was made in i 76 r, 
such as no other subject ’ of tborealin.eould it wasdonp oa the part of the duke of Atnail^ 
grant. He had, on a former occaakm^ paid In thnconfeiaidation that the restnetioa tnadd 
considerable attention to this subject, end bythe^fogHshn^enoe laws would malerially 
the more he had attended to ir» the more he^ i^ce ^^evfUdes of the island. The sur* 
was convinced of the justice of the dalnuy lenddr, tkere^re, for thf price obtained, was^‘ 
which were now urgra. He should therev hotcoinaWeied ai a measure of cruelty or in-' 
fore support the bill* » > * juidtceonihep^rpft^Bmisivgovenrmenty' 

The Marqutsof^ari/eg-i&ewprote&tfd against p; dr 89 ,a\batgatit deliberately negoeiated by 
the bouse being called on, at thia^lace period' MVa GrtnviUe, through the medium of lord 
of the session, within the last few day a of ha Mansfield, who #a|r the attached friend of 
continuance, to go into a dUetttsion of so the AthoB faniHy, ^ who took a very pdn- * 
much importance, foe which , it.wa^inoralfy cipal share in the nq^ocfation. Through that 
impossible their lordships tould b^ prepared; noble and learned . lord it was, that the duke 
considering the large mass of papers th^ had' of Atholl nHUceived Athe intimation, that go* 
to wade through, and the large volume df vernment did not thi«(k 70,000/. too great a« . 
evidence they had to examine, as well as ptioe ai: the time, and ir was accepted, and 
the papers for which be had the honour of considered a$ a lull, liberal, and adeiquate 
moving this day, and which were absolutely sum it ami jf there was any error in the l)ar- 
nccessarv for the information of the house, gain. It waaati ermr on the sideof liberality ; 
preparatory to the discussion of a subject so mr there was no ground to hope, that the; 
important. It was contrary lo^eveiy princi* touse of Keys wotrid ever have consented 
pie of propriety and justke, tp call a|^n the raise the revenues of the isfandt Besides, out 
house to go into'such a diseus^idiv and de- of those kventies were €0 be deduc ed tho 
cide upon a question of $0 milch magnitude, militaTy esiablishfuenr of the island, su that • 
without reading one iota of that massof docu* imt a net but a gross revenue the noble 

ments, or being prepared to rc^ to of. wsa^selHng; and with respect to the 
their contents, from^which nolA&'lotda> who, penstoh of a, 000/. a year, grantt'd to lady’ 
supported^ this bill, had so copioutl;]^ spoken^ Aiboll,'^tipOn esublishment, he l)ad 

For the sake of the house of lords, Hits charae* J^thfvaio^pffortnn^ ot knowing , a ini could^ 
ter, and dignity, he deprecated a proccedtilg' 'B hec^ary^ produce documents to prove, 
that must cast aatigma on its wisdof|l« A tHat^it ^d Obihlng wUntever to do with any 
noble earl {Westmorland) had said, thk tho$e^ , ^ca'vof . fufthtr cotijgensation, but wa^ fe- 
documeqts were familiar 10 every nobk Mi^^ren villi merely as au 

who had been called to his majesty ’aePUfkilsV of royal mhnificerre. Bur woidd the 

this, however, was not his case,, be had bku? 'house fbt one. moinent', what would 
long anxitms fbr information oit thhi stifajecr;' be the ctmstqttence of this bill p.tssing into a 
ami long awaited it in vain. He had heard law I ; TheL, dcO^eq'ucnce would he, thar the 
this night manyitnputationsofinjurtjieeagahist idoiiq^ensution tohe paid to the duke of Atholl 
the government of thsecodntry, on Ike gfouf^ wae requited to fee in proporiimi xo !.‘;e Jn- 
of concluding this bargain* Hip^had even creased revenues of the tvmnryya prtportion 
heard the word 'robbery* applied tuleiir the not to be4^ce|1ained upon anv cXimtoction 
coarse of debate; but such latigoaffulie could oa inquiry^ but npem the^ Oiere crr:i/icate of * 
not pass without reprobation; Noble lor^i ibe collector^ of the inland ; not upon bath, 
bad talked of the sovereigns of cbe lArpf meiediscretion, whoUy unc ooiroulcd y . 

Man, wbicfa he denied them to bet the)!Nit^ uOd this certificate, so taibe U«ucd, w^:. ny 
liametitof this country had freiquenify. legta' iheeome a mandatory wairant td tire Idrdr of 
lated for the island, a&d in tbeycati78f^H thetttaiary, lot issuing the prdpuuiOiute 
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sum to the duke of AthoIL In addition to 
ilic other proofs bow unfounded were those 
clarms on the pan of the noble duke 
that no law officers of the crown,, from 1781 
to the present inomcnf , Rvef reported in their 
favour. The noble marq^ns, naving’ argued 
at considerable length against the measure^ 
concluded by expressing bis mp:t cordial ap> 
probation of the conduct of a,- noble lord 
(SidfYK'Uth], with whom, though he had Yiot 
been in the habit of agreeing on pontical 
subjects, yet he must acknowledge the strict 
purity and integrity of hts'cOndnCC fti respect 
tothiscUiin« which had been pat' down tin 
der his administration, and ht how uu&^d 
to sleep‘fbr ever. 

The Earl of Carlisle conte.nd^ that bair- 

gaih was a Compulsive one, ipid'that]^e coh« 
trading parties had not s tar t^ from 
place,* and consequently .'could Upf^ye 
on the safnc.grounds* ^ The 
tween i mighty empire/ and’ an mdividuel., 
and it was becoming the legislature to revise 
and rescind its lofmer act, 'if the cooipeosa- 
don undt r it was, as he mamtaiped it was, 
inadeqUAte for the rights purchased. It had'. 
l)een said that the hcgjse had no infqribation 
l)efore' it to warrant thk passing pf^tbe.blll. 
But had not tlx other house of parliament 
made sufficient incuifies on « he subject, and 
fcnt up the bill to thtm foundidoii their ex- 
amina lions, which musr have apj^ared; toj 
them fully sufficient to justify ii f On ihW 
^mnds he shoiild vote for the measure'. . \ 

Lord Sts/mntJit if he had pot^^epnsV' 
dered it material td^hc reputation and dig* 
*-nity of i.hat house, to have a sul^cctol thi?l‘ 
nature explained, he should, have dedin^ 
addressing their lordships on this orciistpAt 
but feeling, as he did, this 
should dcseit his duty to the hpoW, 
ijie. cornmunity, if he djiV not ^late his sin' * 

. timenrs, and proresr against the clalms^of |he 
noble duke, as incohsiVent wttb 
the country at largei 
spoke iant» seemed to . 
for the iipmediyte prpecedife 
the deliberation With which w ^ h§d„ 
been conducted iAaAO#f W#Cr^ 

SidmouthL had brought 
place as much respect ai any mad 
tert^in for its wisdom, fdy Sa^inicgmy, 
bus; he could not admtt 
pcKseveirgnce had been em^loj^ efsmvlt^id,' 
a ipptivts was supplied fur 
c^j;atioh perc ; ne should rather lilye 
po^ ihsft'^itgent and laboyipps in^igaC, 
sion iri>hednc,plac«i'wasa reason 
ing the same uhrer^itting .Mdissfry/ id/jthe 
t 'l^e only w ay tir whlclvnobte latdb 


could act, so as to preserve their own charac- 
ter, was CO examine gravely for themselves; 
such had been the excdlent example presented 
,to their observation^ and yet iC'Was now ex- 
ited that three months reyisioo of the sub- 
let in the of comikioii^, should be 
succeeded by the attention of scarcely as 
many days tor the acquisition of their lord- 
ships* concurrence. Was it decent that the 
sanction so required, should be thus hastily 
conceded? ‘Much, importance had been at- 
fached to rtie informarion now obtained : 
biil^ h Wild absurd to consider it of any con- 
sequence if a determination were to be 
formed c without having recourse to those 
documents <Ai which alone it ought to be 
founded. , So singular was the acceleration 
attempted in this affiiir, that the royal assent 
WAS' m bir given before the pr>):ttr materials 
could' be siupplied from the activity of the 
press. Perhaps he (lord Sidmouth) from his 
aitualioA, was not wholly unapprised of what 
was expedient for the formation ot his own 
judgment; but to those who were not mem- 
bers of the privy council, the same opporcu- 
niites M information couid not have been 
adbrded; He entered most cordially inro 
:a}l the sensibilities of the noble family of the 
AihpiPs, bin lie had a duty to discharge to 
d»e poblfc^‘ which was paramount to every 
'private cohitidcration, and which po partial 
ib^linadoAS sh^ld induce him at any time, 
;or tmjdcr a^y' eircums^nce. to surrender. 
What Were th* faetS of ibis case ? When the 
duke bad tilled in his application to parlia- 
menl;^ diqVifi^plted to nis majesty in the 
fOiip of mem^ imploring his royal 
for yhe proieciiun of his 
into the object of the 
ipfayeV, it w^aV refc^^ by his sovereign to- 
thiprtv^; cbuncil^ Jin4 after the dueWtteinione 
ih'^t hud been paid to it/ the qu^tion was 
spb^nifWd.fo the attorney and 8ollci|or genc- 
ra)^^ d;cw up their dcterrninuiion in the 
fej)prt^ Although these persons 
CQ.the charge Unsigned 
t|Wf^ qciitstoh w'as opposed to the pre^ 
teh^dnsi;i^ duke. Subfrattenc to 

ij8f8//the..pTivy.ci^u afixioorto give 

th^'thratw^ pFsiating Ac ^object more com- 
pr^ji^j^t^lyvinoA^^ was proposed, 

Ae VF&^j^itoa' 'was reneued; and after a 
gc^al 4n^ discussion, it was again 
grounds whaU 
Ar germing the compensation m^de 
ipjlhe inadequate., In this result he 

(lpfd;^{tit|0,c^ opposition to his own 
the individual, was constrain-,. 

coti^ur. Some 

of inoic^^i^id co'mposed^fbe piivy council at. 


4. 
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that time were among the most enlightened 
men of the age ; a noble lord at the head of 
the*law in a neighbouring kingdom, and a 
learned judge, were of the nundier. What 
he was now stating was not mere matter of 
allegation, it was confirmed by ihapafXfrson 
the table of their lordshi|)5. Alter this una- 
nimous determination, another report was 
prepared, nnd in this situation of things the 
^ noble duke applied for permission (o present 
a third tneinorial, that the privy council 
might review what they had so reptaiedly 
decided. They assented to this proposition 
conditionally, and the condition was, that 
new facts alone should be produced undor 
this new application. This additional me* 
morial was then presented, and at this criti- 
cal moment a change took place in the ad- 
ministration. The resolution of the privy 
council, under its new modification, was at 
last favourable to the family, and it was de- 
termined that the sum of 7O1OO0L given to 
the duke’s ancestor, was not an adequate 
compensation. In consequence of this, the 
affair was again brought before parliament, 
and the assent of his majesty had been noti* 
fied ; but although the royal concurrence 
was announced, it was only declared in 
conformity to the established orders in such 
cases, and the matter was to be re-examined 
with the same caution and jealousy for the 
ublic interest as if nothing of that ktml 
»d transpired. The fonndatiop then of 
any demand of ihi^ nature ought to be dis-^ 
povered, in noi only the insufficiency, but 
in the grots iqiidequatencss of the remunera- 
tion. Was there- any ground for such a 
supposition? The attorney and solicitor 
general (one of whom now adorns the situ- 
ation he at <ha( chne so honoa:ably held) 
had resolved, that the compensation was 
liberal. If the duke dceincj iv to he other- 
wise, it was for him who sought the benefi. 
cial interposi ion of parliament to prove that 
it was insufficient. He would not (Hinue 
the track which h^d been yo sucetmifoUy 
followed by his noble an^ learned friend, 
or b) the noble marquis^ but he would Con* 
fidently assert,, that not a shadow had been 
presented to his observation to vary the com- 
plexion f)f^the case. The computation to 
which he had just adverted allowed thirty 
years purchase for the rental pf tlm island, 
and no less a sum than 46,0001. for the roy* 
alty. Was this to be considered inad^itatc 
for such unprofitable honours ? He dfd not 
mean to derogate from true dignity. He 
Was contemplating the subject merely in w 
pecuniary light, wiihout being at all dispdsed 
to undervalue hereditary distinctions was it 
VOL.V. 
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thoughr Insufficient hy the noble person to 
whom It was assigned ? Was it so suppt s-d 
bv the able advisers \%hom he cons »lrcd f 
When speaking of the purchase, he was not . 
fxrrmitted to include the annuity on the 
principle explained by the noble marquis ; 
but at least it might he referred to as indU 
cativc of the generosity with which he was 
trearcil, contrary to that parbi-nonious spirit 
which had been attributed to those concerned 
in the contract. Eveiy maxim of discretion 
required tliat some satisfactory evidence 
should be adduced before the subject was 
opened. Instead of tliis sort of testimony, 
heavy charges were suhstitufed ; fraud was 
intimated, violence wan mon* than inunuaied 
by the 0|ieratton of this bill ; but ail this 
would be seen to be wild and illusive, when 
it was averted, th^t parliainenr was the in* 
btrumCht of this fraud and oppression. It 
had been argued, that there was an increase 
of the advantages since the contract was 
made. This would not, surely, be allowed 
CO be a valid argument, unless it could be 
said, that the bargain was unjust at the time 
it was entered into. Could such reasoning 
lie admit^d for a moment in a private con- 
tract ? ana why shqptd 'not the sime princi- 
pleb be acknowledged in our public engage* 
ments? J 3 ur, to what was the improvement 
in the revenue to be artribured ? Not only to 
the augmentation of the duties, but to the 
amelioration in the condition of tbc people, 
by which they were enahled to bear jjyt 
augmentation. This bent fit ^had b?cn de- 
rived from a total change of system, in re- 
gard both to the iniernal aflTdrs and external 
relations of the island. Afier whaf had 
been already stated, it seemed unnecessary 
cd detaio their lordships with any 'minute 
and tedious enquiries into the abstract ques- 
tion of right. Right did not exi.<>t, and 
coi.U! not be rationally preiended ; an attempt 
to support such a position seemed to defy 
all serious and sober arguipcnr. I'hc appeal 
then of the noble duke must not be to the 
equity, but to the humanity or liberalicy of 
their lordships; yet feelings of this kind 
could not he conncjcted wnih the mat>er un- 
der consideratiob. In the appUration of the 
public money, they could respecr justice only, 
and all claims upon the gt^ncrosiiy of the 
house ought to be inefectual. If a firm 
and resolute regard Were not paid to such 
principles, the consequence niusc ever be 
ruinous and destructive. But the proprsi,. 
tio^t rou^t not only be rejected on its Qwro 
account, but as inii;oducfory of a precedent 
imminently dangerous. Thai considerathuv 
independently of evcQ^ other, would be sbffi;- 

3 ^ 
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cicnt to induce their lordships, fic trusted, 
to rejrcr ihis measure. Did nobic lords ic 
collect the numerous contracts »» hich were 
rendered n' cessary bv the multifarious con- 
cerns of the empiie ? and were thev disposed 
to invite the complaints ol every discomenred 
conir<icn>r ? It was but a lew years since a 
contract was trade with a noble duke (the 
duke of Richmond; for a concession re$p cl- 
ing an arficle (coals) of great importance. 
1 he increase in the luxuries of life, and ihe 
rapid advance of commerce, had, so much 
augmenttd 'he emf loym nt of tb^commo- 
diry, that the engagement had become higltly 
beneficial to the public. Another noble duke 
had neC' pied a remunf'ratien for wine duties. 
If the demands of the duke of AthoU tvefe 
satisfied, Ivm could their lordships decently 
resist t' e claiins c'f cither of the oiher noble 
persons u i'h wlio n contracts had been made, 
\vli:ch in the event turned out so advan- 
fr*';cously for the pul lie ? To the same class 
iniijhf be rcicrrcd the situation of a gentJe- 
m.in of high character in the vicinny of 
Rlymomh.. He had parted with a tract of 
land for the u^e of government, under the 
stauite, for the conyderafion of yl, per acre 
per annum, '1 his land, by accidental im- 
prcvcmnits, had now become worth double 
that rent. What applied to (hat prO|>efrv 
was equally referable to prodigious tracts. 
%vl ich, by the indusiry of the nation, assbi- 
c<l by the legislature, had liccn severed from 
private property for the purpose of forming 
roads, and of intersecting the country by 
canals in every direction. By the general 
spirit of inipro\ ci cnt, the parcels bf land so 
deiached liad been rendered valuable beyond, 
all irjsonable calculation and apparent pro- 
bability. iihould all the boundaries be- 
thrown down, shiiuld all tluise contrsictsbe 
annulled, because subsequent emoluments 
have bvn derived, which would have CK-, 
ceeded the h pis of the most sanguine ad* 
veiuiner ? He (rejubled f(ir the con^qUehces 
which must lesulr from such an litter disre- 
gard of the public interest; be. should by no 
means fulfil his duty to hb sovereign as-a< 
member of the privy council, , or to his* 
coiintrys a^amembe^of pafliatti^ty if heclid 
not most Strenuously resist the 
cation. He iamenred the surreboer br »U 
decorum which chatadterbed paft of 

this proceeding* he thought the ^^Hitty tlf 
the house was most materially implicited, 
but it wai. not on coutiri^nrartd'cqlbkrei^ 
cirCumsr'adces, however rdatively important 
ih.it he rtlicd; on the sub&ttlbtjal merits of 
thr, question, he took hb'srand;^ was 

eonhdcnr that if thdss Vhb fivodted this 


measure should Ultimately prevail, it would 
be productive of great embarrassment to aheit 
lordships, and of serious injury to the public. 

The Earl of rose to corrohora'U 

what had fallen from the noble viscount, and 
to give his decided opposition to the bill. 
Ifihts precedent was set, many others had an 
equal right to demand compensation with 
the noble duke. For his part, he thought 
he himself had a much better and stronger 
claim. He had lost his bmther, his fnther 
and hb grandfather in the service of tbo 
country, and ha\i nearly lost his own life a1« 
so. Government had given grants to hb 
family of nearly 60,000 acres of ground in 
America. All that property tva.s lost the 
W'ar in tbatcorintry. and ihe whole ci>mp«*n- 
sation which Ids family received as loyalists, 
was about 20c/. for a property which is now 
worth ntjr 200,000/. 11, therefore, this 

prcctdeniwasonce established, he, too, would 
feel that he had a.i i;ood a n^hr to ask lur 
compens.-ition. and he bow gave notice, 
(hat in that case he would apply fi.T it. He 
bestowed great praise on the noble viscount 
(lord Sidmouth) for the great care that was 
taken in hts adminberatien of the public 
purse, a care for which he deserved, and 
certainly enjoyed, the good opinion of num- 
bers of his countrymen, while dm the other 
hand the wanton waste and profusion of ano- 
ther person who had since conducred admi. 
nistratmn, had bren such ns ro make many 
persons almost wish that aflhirs should come 
to such -a crisis as to make the necessity ob* 
vious of recurring to a dififerenc system. 

Lord Mklgr'fi^e said he could not remain 
silent after the obsrrvaiiur.s he had heard from 
sortie noble lords. He expressed his respect 
for the opitilpns already declared by the other 
house on this subji ct, and ihcmght the his- 
tory of the cransaetion fully justified ir. He 
had mo wish to hurt the feelings of anynob.e 
ford, but though he was willing to give 
ev^ credit to the minister who made the 
ba^iiin with the house of Arholl, for his de- 
I siris to save ihe public money, hemustrocoU 
1 1^. tbn't it was 'stated that the loss of the 
I to no less than three hun- 

dred and fifty thousand pounds annually from 
po^s^sion of the royaby of the Isle of 
l^an by (be Atholl family. He might, there- 
tittf pttf h' to' their Ibrd^h'ps, whether there 
w'as-fipc a st roiig. claim of j tiiitice. He agreed 
with this noble viscount in his desire to unite 
economy with liberality; but by no means 
in hie application of that rule to the merits 
present case. According to hisargu- 
there was no ground but frahd on the 
Ode'iide, Or fatuity on the Other. Such 
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thooght it juittcctohimsrlfand otbfrs to ex- 
pre<s his iudignarioti, aoii to cn-ic ivour to 
set himself right in this point with iht^ house* 
He could Dot prrttnd to equal kitowjedge and 
ability with the learned lord, but he would 
not sit silent and pass over such language as 
that of which he coinplaiocd* 

Lord Elleuii^rou^b said, iHat the atisclc 
made upoji him would have been a just one, 
had he .*^aid any thing to give pain wantonly 
to any noble lord. But his obsvrvati<’n9 were* 
applied to the measure, and not to any indi* 
vtdual whl^ocver. He had used those words , 
which struck him as most cliarac^crisdc of 
the ideas he reallv enfertained the measure 
itself. C.tndderiog the lights he had «n the 
subjeett the precipitarion w th which it was 
endeavoured to pass the bill, and all the 
other circum^ances connected wirh it, he 
could not speak of it in any other teims than 
those which he bad used. 

The Lord Chancellor mil t that having held 
the same high office when this subject c<«pc 
before the Privy Council which he now held, 
a great deal of his attention was necessarily 
drawn to it at thdt time. He could see no 
other reasop for farther compensation, except 
the increase of reverutp since the largain was 
concluded. If this were admitted, there 
could be no such thing as a certainty of clos* 


economy in our generosity as was recom 
ipended, came to nothing short of avarice. 
As to the arguments drawn from the cases o 
theduke of Richmond and Others^ thetrans 
actions were different from this; they were 
fair and open bargains. They were not 
ques'ions of dignity, but of plain pounds, 
skillings, and pence. After several other ar- 
guments in support of the bill, he lamented 
the coarse, harsh* and unnecessary observa 
tion«, ma>le bv the noble and learned lord 
against the bill, which might surely have 
been qualified by other expressions. He fete 
great reverence and respect for high. author! 
ty, and he felt a jealousy of the cpi 

nions delivered in such language, by such 
authority, might produce. He felt himself, 
therefore, corn^^lled to complain of the IkiI 
terous and rude manner in which — ' Here 
lord Fdlcnhorough rose, and observed, that 
np expressions used by him ivere such as 
could justify the application of such terms.] 
Lord .Mulgrave proceeded : He said hcsiiould 
appiv to his lordship what one of the charac 
ters of our immortal bard, Othello, applied 
CO an old man: ” Signor, your age mac 
more command me than your weapon/’ 
He respected his learning, bis experience, 
bis authority, and his situation in the state 
but his lordship was not to suppose that he 
and his noble friends on that side of the 
h ‘U.sc were always to sit in silent apathy 
whe n he chose to use angry language. Some 
of the expressions he had used were fitter for 
demagogues in Palace-yard, who rail at 
taxes, and introduce every sort of extraneous 
matter to inflame their audience, than to bej 
used in that house. When he heard irritanng 
and angry language used, it tpight produce 
the same sort of language from him ; when 
be heard the word * job' applied to this mea 
sure, he must say he despised the imputation. 
Such language must always be wrongly used, 
unless it wore intended to follow it up with 
some pf)sitive charge. If a noble person,, in 
a high and venerable situation, did not adapt 
his expressions lo-ihe dignity of that house, 
Qor to the character of his high office, he 
oiust feel it dueto the dignity of parliament, 
and due to^he chiracter of the bench, to 
Take notice of it, as he felt. Would the no 
ble lord have used such language, in sucl} a 
siageofti proceeding, in the court iz^svhich 
be presided? He would never subnet .to be 
taxed with supporting a ‘ jol/ ; a conduct of 
which he knew himself to be; incapable. He 
was really sorry to sav so much respecting a 
noble person of so high , a description ; but 
be himself also held a high rea|>onsibIe sitjuk- 
lion in the conduct of public affairs, and he 


ing any pecuniary transaction between the 
public and private persons. He aUo consi-. 


dered the length of time as sanctioning the 
compact. He gaic his opinion segregajgi 
from all connections in that hcvisc, on r|i« 
very same principle that he should act upon 
on the bench. Looking at the q.iesrion over 
and over again, for a term of years, he ffiust 
lay, as a legislator and a judge, tlut he saw 
no evidence of the allcdgcd inadequacy of the 
compensation of 1765 which could possibly 
Iea<i him io disturb that compact in i8oj. 
His lprd;.hip then adverted to the d»^ r that 
this would Ofien to petitions from all those 
persons whose property the public found ic 
necesaary to purchase. Jt would be dan- 
gerous and extravagant to admit the princi- 
ple that cQmpen^atlon was to be given for, 
any additional improvement that might be 
made in property by ddf.rent raanagcmentji, 
He coufes!;ed that parliament ought certainly 
to eitcrei^ it« justice ill th,ibCiSc*. with libe- 
rality, but at (he same time there did not ap- 
to him to be evidence suflicienc to sup- 
port such a cumnensaison prop^iNcd to b? ' 
granted at the end of 40 years. The const-, 
deration of the time was material in thh 
instattqe as in many others, space 

that had el«»ps'ed was a sort of proof that the 
bargain originally was right. He had before 
3 a a 
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agrnd with t^e Attorney «nd Solicitor Gc^ 
licia}* and nn newcvideiKi* appeared but the 
supplemental statement ot the doke of Atliol^ 
and (he proceedings of council. He thought 
his opinioir wai right ; and he was dcrer* 
minedy therefore, to act upon it. Was there 
any thing in these papers to make him alter 
his opinion ? Certainly hot. He thought he 
ought not' to avoid giving his vote on the 
present occasion ; and he thought he ought 
not to give ii unaccompanied with hit rea* 
sons. ^ 

. Lord Uafwkethurj said, that nihad not 
happened to him to attend the Privy Council 
on (hose occasions when this subject u'uscfm.' 
sidcred there ; hut since he came into his 
present office, he had been led to pay much 
consideiation to the affiitrs of the' Lie ol 
Llan. liis wish was, to do fair justice to 
the nobh*. duke artd to all parties Concerned. 
He considert'd the compensation question 
with his mind perfectly unbiassed. He was 
ready to agree with his noble friends, that if 
increase ot income were taken as the ground, 
there would be no knowing where to stop: 
but let noble lords look at the circumstances 
4rf the transaction itself. The moble lord 
then reviewed the case; and observed, that it 
was evident that the 70,000/- were taken from 
a knowledge (hat that sum was the ultima- 
tum ; but K was stated by the Athol] family, 
that they expected a recommendation to hi» 
majesty for some mark of bis royal constde- 
racioi], either by annuity, or in some ocher 
way. The quejition (hen was, whether what 
the parries have received, is such as they 
ougljc CO have taken : and when the dtf^r* 
cnce of the tenure was considered between 
what was io.'>t and the pension received, he 
did not think that the latter could be viewed 
as a sufficient compensation. He did not 
think the AthoU fandiy had been Hberatiy 
xecompenseil. His lordship then alluded to 
his having been chairman of the committee 
of the commons on tlie port of Lemdon jm* 
provemenc bill, in which capacity he Va^ 
led CO think a good deal on. the subject of 
compensation from^the public 10 iudividuats, 
and was convinced this fn all such eaaea the 
coinpcnstiiion ought to betiberaL' People 
ought to he paid for the compuldon isbpose^ 
ttii^on. them; . I'hciie were some cOrapehta;^ 
lions, such as that once proposed mo plan of 
. paflUmentary reform, to be given to borough 
proprietors, to which he coaid not consent. 

/ Ik could not help thinking that the messuit 
belbre tkl# lordships was one~ -which was 
: litunded m jUMice. He fecolkct'ed what had 
vfiecn sdid by aa k»n. gem, (Mr* Fox) who 
; possessed great talents, and whose weight 


was acknowledged in this eountty, but with 
whom he sddom concurred in opinion^ he 
heard that distinguished character lay, **ihae 
(be despotism ok an mdivfduatofcr the few 
was a great evil, and the despotism of the 
few over the many was still worse : bur that 
the despotism of the many over the few, or 
(he individual, was the worst of all, because 
no hope of redress remained , This he con* 
kkkm to be the sitnaiion of the noble duke 
in rjuescion, from which, he trusted, how- 
ever, (hat the liberality and justice of their 
lordships ivould release him. 

The Oitke of Mf/iU, in answer to the re- 
marks respecting the letter, said, that the 
annuity of a,ooo/. was given on account of 
this. His lordship had said that this ought 
to have been perpetual. It might be so, but 
the time ^to complain was when the period 
was come when the annuity would rxpire.-— 
The hou^e (hen divided on the question for 
second reading. Contents 3^; Non- 
contents 1 1 ; Majority 24. The bill was 
then ordered to be committed to-morrow, 
[Trotter's Indemnity Bill.] — On 
the second reading of this bill. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that he could 
not now enter u;)on the consideration of it, but 
begged leave to be understood not to be pre- 
cluded from saying something afterwards re- 
specting it. If their lordships would look at 
the precedents, they would find that it was 
oUe of the tnost important bills that had came 
before them for half a century.-— Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Monday^ July 8 

t MrstVTls.J — The Paddington Canal 
was read a second time, and ordered to 
be Uommitted to-morrow.— The report of 
the committee on the petition of Mr. Collier 
and others, praying for compensation for 
their trouble on the Middlesex election, was 
prevented, and the resolutions read and 
Igrced to.— A message from the lords ac- 
quainred (he house, that their lordships had 
agreed to the Leiih Harbour Improvement 
bill, the bill for regulating the Baking Trade 
inOublin^ the Com Regulation bill, the bill 
for auditing Public Accounts, Hhe Spanish 
Red Wine bill, the Irish Infirmaries bill, the 
StfUW Hat Duty bill, the Dublin Paving bill, 
and' th# Pilchard Fiehery bill.— Mr. Ormsby 
mbfed’^, that tlfre be laid before the house 
an estimate of the salaries of the comptrollers 
of the Jotteiy in Ireland, and also for the 
^ommissioneta for granting licences in Ire* 
land. Ordered , and afterwarils presented by 
a perion from the office of theCh£ef Secretary 
in Ireland, and laid on the table, ' 
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' (PKTiTioir or Mk^Topo JoNir.}^ he ihotighHf {leoeeiify to notice were* 
Oanhe motion of Mr. Hawtlmrne. leave the arreic of the petitioners secondly, hi» 
wai given that' Mr* Wickham should, in (ieing detained in pria^ni afrer, as fie srates, 
oonseqiienco of indispostdoit. be permitted the government had pionounced' him inno* 
CO speak sirring* ^ cent \ and, thirdly, the harshness with which 

Mr accordingly addressed the house, he waacceated* Now, as to the first point. 

The hoA/ member, adverting to a pecitton the right hon* gem. said . that he had already 
on the table from Mr.Todd Jones, (*.ee p.641) stated the impossibifity of giving a fall ex* 
expressed his legret that this petition had not planaticm to the house without acringunfairly 
been presented at an earlier period of the ses; towards the character ot the petitioner* Hue 
sion, or chat the hon* gem. who presented ttto.ihe second point, inquiry being made, 
it had not given him notice of- his intetittoti it was found that, although the conduct of 
to bring the subject befoie lbe•^0ll^e ; be* Mr. JoiAwas such as justified the strongest 
cause, in that case, he would baVd been en* suspicion, and would have warranted go. 
abled to have such a case laid be(ore-thchoui»e' vemment in arresting any man; still he ^ 
as would have fully vindicated his conduct, tng a maoof warm tem|)er, and likely to use 
and chat of the Irish government, with respect expressions, and iudicate designs which he 
to the charge which the statement of the pe» did not deliberately mean, it was the OKYinion 
ticioner conveyed. But he «ai now, from of govemnnenC ' that indulgence might be 
the lateness of the lession, placed in this di- safely extended to him. In consequence of 
lemma, that he muse either make an imper- this opinion it was intimated 10 a gentleman 
feet defence for himself and the goveranamt of the highest respecfability at the Irish bar 
with which he had been connected, or bring (Mr. Saurtn), who interested himself for the 
forward circumst^ces which it would not be petitioner, that government was disposed to 
fair towards tlie character of the petitioner liberate him, provided he would quit Ire- 
to mention, as* he had not the immediate land, and retire to his. residt^nce in thfs 
opportunicy of replying to them. At the ooohrry, <where he had been for many years 
time when a right hon. gent.' not then in previous to his late^tcturn to Ireland* This 
his place, (Mr. Kiizgeralu) gave notice ofa intimation was communicated to the peri- 
motion with regard to the several persons ar- ftoner; and instead of readying directly lo 
rested, and in custody in Irchuid, under the it, he immediately applied to the Irish go- 
suspension of the habeas corpus act, he did v^erntnenr, asserting, chat what proceeded 
promise himself that such a motion would from ihcir disposition to lenienev was a lii- 
havc aflForded him an opportunity to excuh rect acknowledgement oHib total innocfWVb, 
pate the government of Ireland from the se- aad demanding instantaneous* and uncondi- 
veral charges which had been loosely thrown tional Jiberarion, with an indemnity f r his 
out against it. He naturally rXpcctcdandwish., imprisonment. With that demand ih^ Irish 
ed that the motion of the Tight hon. gent, would goveniment would not feel them<>clves war- 
have led to inquiry .because upon such ihquify tinted in Comply Tiig; parcicularly because, 
he had not the leastdoubt that the result would after the trial of the reMs, and the fullest 
have been a full acquittal of the accused » nay invesrigariou of the charges against Mr. 
more, aconclusiveevidenceoMheinttletopub. joneSi his case became much more serious 
lie praise. Aftersome further prefatory remarks than as appeared to be at th^ on:scr. Willing, 
the right bon. gent, proceeded to dctail t^te however^ to act wi!h every {x)ssihlf consts. 

circumstances connected with the arrest and rent tnildAess, his case was submitied to the 

detention of Mr. Jones. For some time crown lawyers^' accompanied by this qurs- 
fcr his arrest, ^hich the Ir'Sh government non, Whether it woo d be proper to libe- 
was induced to order upon iof ormacion, ' the rate Mr. Jones?** and their un««nia>Qus oplojon 
particulars of which he could pot, for the was decidedly in thenegarivcw Still more 
reason al retd V stated, with any propriety dc- ta ascertain thefrciitude of their co Ad uct, 
scribe, but which wefe quite suisiaetory to the, Irish governmentttransmirtrd the case of 
their minds as to the necessity of the metsuie, Mv. Joncs to his majesty's ministeia in rhia^ 
Mr. Jones remained in piisoA withoutapj country^ requiring their advke; and tlieir 
patticular inquiry having Ipgta ias^otl^^p ! abswer was, that under ail the cireumsranceS , 
V his case* As soon, howtm", as ric. would be extremely unadvueable to allow 

, which followed the insurrection -^ot’ such a jperson to beat large in Ireland. With 

and which so much occupied thcaitancion jjYf this opinion from the Jaw ofiicers in Ireland, 

^ the. Irish government,' had terminarcd^.i an and the ministers here; the Irihh guvefninenl 
>,inqoiry'fotothecaseofMr*Jonr 9 took place, felt tlwt they would have incurrtd a deep 
The three allegations in the ptriuon whic|^ responsibility had they compiled with iha 
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demand of the petitioner for unconditional 
fieedom. But 9^ to the charge ot severity 
in prison, he co'nM assure the house thaf 
noihiiig could be farther, from the disposi- 
tion and the desire of the Irish government 
than the wanton oppre^-jinif of any prisoner* 
On the c^mtrary, immediately on the arrest 
oi the petitionerspeciaiilirections were srntto 
five general commanding the district in which 
he was imprisoned, that the unfortunate 
man should be treated with every indulgence 
that was consistent with the saffir custody of 
his person. Indeed it was rcmarttsghle that 
to none of the generals commanding at Cork, 
who were directed to inquire into the situa- 
tion 2-f thc prisoner, did the petitioner ever 
make any complaint of harsh treatment; 
and he was surprised to see fuch a com- 
plaint in the petition on the table. The 
light hon. gentleman stated that he should 
have submitted these observations ,fo the 
house immediately after he had seen the pe> 
tition, bad he not been prevented by ill 
health, and he was sorry to observe that an 
hon. officer (general 'I'arleton) to whom he 
could refer upon this subject,' was not in his 
place. The right hon, gent, concluded with 
again expressing his regf'^t that this business 
should hdve been brought forward so late in 
the session, his wish that it should be fully 
investigated, and his confidence that the re- 
sult would completely justify the conduct of 
the Irish government. 

'Mr. IVilbtrfQrce was about to address the 
house ; when . 

The Speaker rose and observed, that there 
, was im question before the house, and there- 
fore the hon. member. would excuse him for 
this interruption. An hon. meu.ber had, 
by permt>sion of the house, been allowed to 
be heard in exculpation of his own conduct 
Against charges made against the government, 
pT which,' tor a time, he formed a part ; but 
iio other member could, according to the 
rules of the house, be allowed to speak on 
the subject, unless he had some motion to 
ground upon ir« 

. Mr. IVilberforce said, he had only one ob. 
Iiervation to make, and that was eo cx)ngratU' 
late the house vprm the cjrcamstance of ti^^ 
riglu horn gent, having come fonvat'^v to 
seake such a statement. TI\e se^ibility 
ysbfqh the right hon^ gent. haJ manifeaced 
ihb occasion, was highly hcnourable to 
him; and it must be grateful to (he house 
ftod the country to perceive that an. impor- 
lant pobtlc officer was alive to the necessity 
pf Implying to a charge so se^us ai the op 
poepioo of a Briiidt aabject* 


Conduct of Sia Home Popham.] 
ir IV, Burroughs rose, pursuant to a 
notice, he had given of a mo'ion arising 
out of the report of the committee of that 
house, on the case of sir H. Popharn. by 
which cQTumitrec, that gallant officer had 
unanimously been acquitted of the charges 
that had been brought against his integrity 
and fid'dity. But convinced as he was that 
the house, at this late p-riod of the session, 
and when the attendance was so very thin, 
was not desirous^ again to agitate the vari« 
ous motions Contained in the report to 
which he had alluded, and in other papers 
long since before the house, he hoped he 
might be penniiced to postpone his motion 
till the beginning of next session, when he 
should move the resolutions o'f which he 
had given notice. Ti»e first rt solution 
would be, that the charges brought against 
the integrity of sir Home Popham were 
wholly unfounded ; and the 2d, That it 
appeared on tiie contrary to the house, diat 
he had discharged the tnj^t reposed in him 
with ability and fidelity, and so as to have 
powerfully conduced to the benefit of the 
public service. 'I’he hon, baronet w;is pro- 
ceeding to offer the arguments upon wh'cli 
he rested his resolinions, when he was called 
to order by the Speaker, who ob erv. d, that 
he was going beyond the bound^ usually set 
to the mcr'! uutice of a motion. 

[Impeachment or Lord Mej.ville.] 
—Mr, fVhubtead rose, and said, that, pre- 
vious to his moving the order of the day for 
the house proceeding to the further consider- 
ation of the articles of impeach uent ex hi- 
bited by the committee against Henry lord 
viscount Melville, he thought it r.gpt to 
give notice, that it was his inteniion t«> m *r- 
row to move for leave to .bring in a bill to 
empower the said committee to proceed with, 
and bring forward the impeachment formally 
against his lordship, notwithstanding the 
''firorogation of parliament, should they think 
fit so to do. There wtye precedents for 
this mode of proceeding, and it was rendered 
necessary in the present instance for various 
reasons. There was a witness now on his 
way from Edinburgh to be examitied on this 
bosinest, who, it was probable, might not 
arrive till afrer the prorogation of parlia- 
ment.— Here the hon, gent, was proceeding 
at length, to shew the necessity for such a 
ImII as the one h^intended to suggest, when 
he was called to order by 
. The ler, who said there was at pre- 
sent DO question before the house* and that 
the hoo. gent, would have an opportunity 
^o-mortow of explaining himself more fully. 
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Mr. l§^bithre td then moved the order of 
the Jay for the furmt r cousideratioii of the 
articles of irnpeacluncnt, and suggested 
various trifling afncndmeiits in tlv pre- 
amble, '1 he aiiicirs were then read over 
by the clerk on<; hy <mc, and severally agreed 
ro by ihe house wuhouf adisseuiing voice,— 
Mr. Wi i<biead pn^postd an additional ar- 
ticle marly to the Jollowlng purpose: — 

That, after the said loih da> of September, 
1796. vvhen lorrf Melville was treasurer of 
the navy, ilie sdd Mr. I'rotrer did, with his 
lordship's c nnivance or authority, pl^ce 
large sums of money in the hand 3 of Mr. 
Maik Sp otr, after taking such sums out of 
the Bank <d England for the purpose of pri- 
vate- envduo.ent and interest, or for purposes 
other than nasal purposes.’* The above; 
article read, agreed to, and added to j 
the others, and eix whole ordered to bo i 
engrosj-e f. 

M*. fi then moved, al«o, that a 

clause be or.lered to be prepared for the 
purpose of reserving to the house t)f com- 
mouH the liberty of exhibiting any other 
arMcU's a ains lord M;lville th»tt may after- 
waTiis occur to tlicjii to be necessary, and 
that fuc committee already appointed to pre- 
pare the impt achinent be allowed to prepare 
thv s.nd clau-e ; which was agreed to,— The 
hon. g ir. then '»roj»gKt up the report of the 
said to niniiree, relative to ,said saving clause. 
Their rts 'luiion was read* and agreed to, 
and the clause ordered to be added 10 the 
other articles. — Ar^jourrud. 


Hi'VSE OF LOKDS, 

7 //. iday^ July 9 , 

[Mr NUT F.S.]— Judgment was given in 
the important Irish appeal cause, Redington 
V, Red ingion. The lord Chancellor spoke 
at considerable length, when the decree of 
the court of exchequer in Ireland was re- 
versed, and a reference was made with re- 
spect to part of the matter in dispute, back 
to that c(>urr. 

[Case op Mr. Todd JONEa.]-»-Tbe 
Earl of Suffoik begged leave to trespass, tho* 
aware it was not strictly regular, shortly 
upon the ^tention of their lordship*, re- 
ktive CO a topic of some imporrancte : be ad- 
verted to what had been alledged on^the pan 
of Mr. Todd Jones, Many of those facts, 
he had the satisfaction to i^cre f^jr 
being true- He derived hijRhformVtibfV on 
the subject from a highly resjiected frieml, 
and gallant officer, general sir Eyre, Chore ; 
that officer commanoed for sooie tim in th^ 
district in which Mr. Jones was imprisfitied, | 
So far from bis treatment being harsh 


severe, it was humane; and, as far as cir** 
cumsiances W'ohld permit, comfortable* His 
allowance was lil^ra) : be was accoromo* 
dated with a good, comfortable n^om, fa* 
voured every day with walking for air and 
exercise, in the prison yard ; and, above all^ 
he vvas indulged with a female attendant to 
Whit on him; a favour, l^lieved, not 
usually conferred on persons in his sbuation. 
He had these facta from an authotify in 
which he could confide ; and, he thought it 
incumbent oh him thus publicly to scatt 
them. 

[Impeachment of Lold Melville.] 
— 'Mr. IVhiibrtddt accompanied by a great 
number of the members of the hauAfiMPf 
commons, exiiih ced at the bar Articles of 
Impeachment in the name of all the comment 
of the united kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, against Henry lord viscount Mel- 
ville, imj>eached of hi^h crimes and misd<?- 
meanors. The members of the house of 
commons having withdrawn, the articles 
were read at the table by the clerk. 

Lord Ifawkeskury then moved, that a com- 
mittee should be appointed to search the 
journals precedents of rhrir lordships pro- 
ceedings in cases ^f Impeachment.— Or- 
dered, and that dll the lords present lie of the 
same committee. His lordship ni*xt moved, 
that a copy of the said Arucles be granted 
to Henry lord viscount Meivillc within onfe 
mouth ; and thar the said Henry lord vis- 
count Melville bliould put in his SnswQi;^ 
the second d:iy of the next session ot par- 
liament. — Ordered, 

[Trotter's Indimnity 
The order for the commicment of chit bill 
being read. 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool ssek^ 
and deiivcfcd his s^mriments with lesf^cc ca 
the above bill. In the cour.^e of his observa- 
tions, he said, the present was a bill of as 
much, importance as any chat ever came 
under tbeir lordihips* consideration ; and he 
was surprised that those who stipp irred the 
measure should have urged its progress so 
far, ’Without stating any thing of the grounds 
or principles upon which they thought thb. 
house ou^r CO adopt ir. However, as thte 
subject prtaenied itself, with leference to,tte 
proceedings at the bar chat day, and what 
was set forth in thepmhmUe of the bill; ft 
was worthy of the most serious tonsideracioti 
of the house. His lordship then referred cO' 
certain parts of the preamble of the bril, all., 
the statement .of the resolution of the coito- 
mous CO imp<;ach lord viscount Melville of. 
high crimes and mjade^anoprs; the statb-<. 
menc of certain acts^ bting contrary to 
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See, Tl)is Ia«t called upon fheiUa by their 
agreeing to the hill, to admit previously, 
that the acts alluded to were contrary, to 
law. To such an implication, as well as to 
the generality of the language of that prt 
of the bt|l, he must seriously object ; besides, 
they were called upon to enact that which 
had' reference to the articles of Impeachment, 
which had been just read, and of which it 
was impossible the house could as yet be 
masters of ihcir contents. The preamble of 
the bill contained three propositions, respect* 
ing which they had no information. One 
rcrerring to the Impeachment before they 
knew what it was; a second refSsrring to 
acts done; which acts they knew no- 
thing of: and a third and most serious con- 
sideration, was the proposed indemnity from 
civil actions nnd suits ; not only on the part 
of his majesty or the public, but on the part 
of individuals. In this view of the case, 
their lordships could not consistently pro* 
ceed, without adeejuate informatioii. The 
bill went further, u proposed to indemnify 
for all acts illegally done* whether coimecucd 
with the impeaciiment or not. Adverting to 
the consideration of the objects pf the bill, 
being accomplices in tl\f facts charged in the 
impeachment, his Lordship stared the rules 
and provibions of the txhiing laws, with 
respect to the evidence of accon pltces ; par- 
ticularly the acts of king William and tpicen 
Anne ; respecting burglaries and other of- 
fgpipes; aod argued for the propriety of ad- 
hering to thjc principles of that part of the 
law. He adverted to ihe cases of sir Thomas^ 
Coke, the earl of Maccle&ficJd, and the pro- 
ceedings in contemplation of the impeach- 
menf ot lord Orford ; upon which occasions 
the conduct of the house citlier was dj^ereotr 
,or held by the Arse authorities at the lime 
that it should have been, from that which it 
was proposed to be, in the instance of the 
present. He highly disapproved of the in- 
demnifications in the way proj^sed* especi- 
ally with fcspecc to civil suit*, which ^e 
considered, in effect, as giving a witness 
money for his evidence ; iMi the bill proceed** 
cd upon the supposition, iliat there iidght be 
demands upon the panics by ciril suits, 
from which it waa proposed to indemnify 
them. To this principle he could not ak ree; 
the bill required to be materially altered and 
amended, ere that house could, qonsistently 
with iia duly, countenance it. For choie 
purposes, he should not object to the bill's 
going to a committee; but, for the liettcr 
security of all that was done then, it would 
Ijie preferabki to act upon the kftqwn and 
established principles of the in these re- 
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spects; and he conjured their lordships, 
with regard to the measure in questioq^ not 
togo^too far, which might lead to consequent 
ces, the injurious ejects and operations of 
which, it was impossible to foresee. 

Lord Hefland, in answer to the arguments 
of the noble and learned Lord, spoke at some 
length. He contended that the case before 
them did not admit of those constructions, 
which the noble lord on the woolsack had 
given them, and that the cases referred to 
did not bear, in respect to the case under 
consideration, in the way he had stared. 
With respect to the information which was 
so strongly insisted upon as necessary, that 
already kfore the house, in the reports from 
the commlfHoncrs of naval enquiry, consti* 
tuted by the legislature, and the different 
reports sent up from the ocher house, tOr 
gether with the articles of impeachment, was 
he thought, sufficient to enable them duly to 
take the bill into consideration* The par* 
lies who were the objects of the bill, were as 
strictly defined as those in the case of lord 
Macclesfield. They were those who served 
in the navy pay office, under the treasurer- 
ship of lord viscount Melville, and limited 
in number. The indemnity was proposed, 
without reference to whether their evidence 
should be in favour of viscount Melville or 
not. A true and correct tcsiimony was the 
object aimed at ; and their lordships should 
not be over scrupulous in a case, wherein, 
on similar tccasions, notwithstanding what 
was advanced by the learned lord, their an-« 
cestors were not scrupulous at all. It was for 
the interest of truth and justice, and not with 
Kference to what might be the event of the 
trial of lord viscount Melville, that they 
were called upon to pass the bill. Neither, 
he contended, would their passing it go in 
the least to prejudge the case of lord viscount 
Melville ; and, as to that part of the word- 
ing, ^'contrary to law,” he conceived, that all 
bills of indemnity were for no other, than 
Tor aers contrary to Jaw ; but they bore a 
construction di^rent from that put upon 
them by the noble and learned lord. As to 
any language which might be incorrect, and 
not esseniiri to the object of the bill, it might 
be amended in the committee; but, with 
ri'spect to the objection against the indem* 
ntty Tor civil suits, their lordships slioold 
<eonaider how far, without it, it would be 
practicable to ob>ain the necessary evidence^ 
either for the vindication of the character ot 
a noble, member uf that house, if innocent, 
^0 the^ one hand, or of the interests of the 
public 394 of truth and justice on the other. 
-^On these grounds he hoped no alterations 
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would be made in the hill fending. to delek made tt> the language of the bill wete such 
an object which was equally evident and as might easily be obviated in a committee 
laudabh'. but he thought it would be a lain^^ntablc con« 

Lord professed himself friend- ftid**raiion were the bill altered in such a 
ly to the princi}>lt! of the bill, which was a way as to throw obstacles in the way of af- 
fair or.e, and borne out by precedent and the taining the evidence necessary for the ends of 
practice of parhameiic. He thought there substantial justice on the one side, or ot 
was evidence sufficient to induce them to en> establishing the infidccnce of the individual 
tcrtain the measure, in those docoinenrs allud- accused on the other. He thought that alf 
ed to by hiii noble friend; and, as coming due facilities should be given* and that they 
from the grand inquest of the nation* it was might coniidcl tn the vigilance of the noble 
therefore admissible in point of principle, lord on the woolsack, that no illegitiinatd 
— The questions which temained, involved measure should be resorted to. After a 
the nature and effect of the provisions of the few words from the lord Chancellor, the bill 
bill, and the probability, whether those could parsed through the committee, was reported* 
be so correcteil and aniende<1 in a committee, and on the motion of lord Pl.ivykcsb ut y' jn u < . 
as to induce them, upon the whole, to agree deted to 1)C read a third time to morrow, it 
to the measure. He, therefore, could not being understood that the amendments were 
object to the bill going to a coinmitfee; Asi to be proposed on the third reading, 
to the words objected to by his noble and '[S^o'cislino Prevention Bill.]— 
learned friend, they* might be Kffc out, or any I*ord opposed the bill proceeding any 

other, which would not produce inconvenU further during the present session, on the 
ence, affect the principle of the bill, or frW- grounds that it was a bill of the highest im<* 
trate the objects of those who brought it for- portance to the best and dearest righfs'^nd 
ward. VVi(h respect to the latter clauses — privileges of the inhabitants of the islands 
those inde unifying the panics from all civil of Jersey and Guernsey ; that considerable 
suits and applications — it was, he thou^t; doubts weiic entertained by the inhabitants of 
an unheard of extension of the principle, and those islands, whichiiodbts had been strong*^ 
would tend to set a precedent of a very dan- ly supported by counsel in both houses, 
gerous nature. In this view, it should be vvhciher the Parliament had a right to legis* 
considered what might be done with a refc- l^ce for those islands, it having been the 
rcncc to the desired object, without the in custom, lime out of mind, lor the king in 
tcrferciice of the legislature, as in the in- council to be theif sole legislator. He did 
stance ol the Attomey-Generars entering a not say that he was prepared to admit 
hilt proseqni, in the case of a criminal pro- arguments, as to the rights of legislation; 
cceding, which would leave the yiarties liable but he could have no doubts on his own 
to a civil action. Hi:, lordship then referred mind, that if the inhabitants of those is{,^nd9 ^ 
to a part of ci’.e provisions of the bill, and entertained such sentunents, the passing of 
which had a prospcciivc operation, with re- act could not fail to engender discon- 
respect to an indemnity against al! civil aC- tents, the effects of which would be highly 
tions, as well as criminal prasecutions, and injurious to the interests of this couuiry. His , 
w hich, he confessed, appeared to him to be lonishlp licnt into a considerable length of 
so violent and outrageous an extension of the argument on the great hardship ami oppres- 
principle, as, he thought, could never be sc- sion of many of the clauses, which empuwer- 
rioubl) in the coniempljtiou of the promoters cd Custom*hou*e officers to bring ptTions. 
of the bill. He adverted to the propriety of who were only pa^ngers on board vessels in 
limiting ihc inde‘mnitics, with reference to which contraband goods were found, to any 
the circumstiinces of the pending impeRcb- of the united Kingdom, to' be tried by 
ment, and of jilacing the parties in i bat si- wwsbf which they were totally ignorant, and 
t nation, in which a would leave before tribunals to which they were utter 

them. At the same dtet\'ac the close of the strangers. He' was Certain, he said, that 
session, he thought as little delay as possible those who framed the bill, and tbojse who had 
should obtain ; and t);at it would be better passed it in another house, did not under* 
to Jet the bill go through its two next stages, stand the' nature of many parts of it; for 
trid conhider the proposed aitcraiions on the they had enacted, that perapiis committing 
third reading. offences against the .ifl, should he brougKfi 

Lord ^idmmuih shortly delivered his seiitig to answer fjetpre ,the Justice Of the pcace^ff 
nicnts. He agreed in a great dcH of description of persons altogether tinknown 

fell from his noble friend who spoke last up- and unheard of in either of the ihlahd'. He 
on the subject, and thought the objections complained of the late ^riod of the aessiOfci • 
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in which ihe W!l had been brought forward- meaus the time foreu’ertaining the question j 
ill that house, and the very tiasty manner ift he therefore gave hts decided opposition to^- 
which it was Attempted to be hurried through, the further progress of the bilh 
He entreated their lordships to pauie*^ ro Lord shortly explained* He thought 
consider well the many inaccuracies— fo say the bill replete with inconveniences, and 
the kast of them, to which be had aikided, must give rise to many difficulties and dis- 
the numerous mischiefs to which the bill putes, and if not rejected altogether, he at 
might give rise, and that they wnuid consent least wished it should not ralte place till next 
to defer it to the next session, when it might session* Lords Hawkesbsry and Holland se- 
be more seriously and fbliy considered,^ He vtrally explained, when the question for the 
therefore moved, that the chairman do leave Chairman leaving the chair, was pur, and ne« 
the chair, and report progress. gaiived without a division, 'fhe first clause 

Lord HawJhaSttiy the lateness of i was then read in the committee, and lord Hoi. 

the session, and the immense press of busi- hind moved, that this clause should lie 
ness which was now before the house for its omitted,** when a division took place, and 
cos^hteiration ; if, howex^er, such waa ever the numbers appeared, for rctaiuing the clause 
excusable, it was during the present sessksn. 19 — for rejecting st 7.— Majority against 
He differ^, however, from hiit noble friend lord Holland’s motion 12, The several- 
who spoke last, as to the principle of the other clauses were then read, the house re- 
bill. The islands of Guernsey and Jierscy sumed, and the report ordered to be received 
were well known to be a great tntrep^tinx to-morrow* 

various kinds of roerchamlise; they, of course, Paddington Canal Coal Bill.]— 

b^ame a great eftirepSt for smuggling also ; The Marquis of Bnekitigham pre^nred a Pc- 
and Ithe state of our trade required chat tition from a number ol inhabitants of the 
amoggling should be suppressed as much and county of Middlesex, against the bill for re- 
us speedtty as possible, particularly 'in chose ^tricting the quantity of Coals to be brought 
islands^ in and from which it was/^ariiied on to l,oadon by the Paddington Canal, and 
to an amsatng extent. *<J!lie bill, he allowed, ;for inipo.sing a duty on them. The house 
was of the highest importance, and, as such, having gone into a committee on the bill, the 
it had received the fullest atid most serious noble marquis stated his objections to k, as 
consideration* It had been before the otlirr 'tending severely to affect the lower orders.-^ 
IiOttse ever= since the i6th of April ; had The coals in question were chiefly used by 
been repeatedly discussed | counsel had been the bakers, so that any duty on them would 
foBy heurd against it in both houses ; the necessarily increase the price of bread. Sc- 
people of }ewey had made no objection to 'criil manufactories, worked by steam, had 
It;, and, for all tliose Reasons, it had Ids l^n erected within the limits of the opera- 
diecid^ support* tion of the bill, (twenty five miles from Loi>- 

The Duke of Clarence objected to so im- don,) which must inevitably siop working. — 
portant a questian being brought forward at He should be mere scrupulous in opposing 
so late a period of the session. He regretted the measure, if it were one intended as a 
he had not had an qiportunity of hearing means of supply to the revenue; but as it 
the counsel at the bar on a former occaslmi. wav roeicly a local regulation, he moved that 
His royal highness observed, he had been the chairman do leave the chair, with the in- 
more than once in the blands of Jersey and tention of afterwards proposing, that the bill 
Guernsey, and could voneh for the loyalty abould be read a third time this day three 
and attachment of the infiafaitants to the go- months. 

vernment of thb kingdom# In theyear 1782 Lord Harrowfy defended the bill, con. 
kwasthewbhofgoveltinient lotmploy olU tending that it protected the Newcastle 
ficers to prevencsmueglulig; iuid it was thti# Uade, which it was well known was of in* 
found, that vessels or^ry small constfti^bn estimable value to Great Britain, es a nursery 
only could be sefviceaMe* It wad impossf^bk for hev.seamcn ; and that so far from Icsscn- 
fdr French yasels to navigaite liedr NOHnan- iug the quantity of coals to- be brought to the 
dy,; without coming within wiew k^esof l^ndon market, it permitted the introduce, 
rhos^ islands* Exdasive of the ktlmcss Of rion of what was totaffy prohibited. I'he 
the session, he OOMsufered tbit 1 ^ nO imeans marquis of Buckingham persisting in his mo« 
the proper ^ime for considering a ^estien of tion, the house divided. Contents 13 — 
so serious ffopoitance* The officer! who Non-contents 8«7>Majoricy r. The diffirenc . 
Uren cmployCa upon that mrVice^ thought ctaoies of the bill then underwentconsider- 
thatauch a measure was eertainly necessary; able discussion, in which the marquis of 
hut diey considered that this was by no Buckingham, lord Harrowby, the duke of 
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j^ontrose. the duke of Norfolk* lord Hoi- 
Jand« and lord Hawkesbury* parctcSpaied«-« 
Ic chitfiy related ro rhe in<^e of conreyiog 
to the pit aod barge owtien* the infbrmatton, 
when tbelicoked quamicy* (50,000 tons) had 
parsed the bouodary, to the duty which the 
bill appeared to iaipose on the cinders of aca 
coal, sent by the canal into the country* as 
manure, &c. and to the object of which the 
duties were to be levied. Several anRend- 
nieuts proposed by the marquis of Bucking- 
ham were at length agreed to be deferred till 
the third reading, for the purpose of facili- 
taing the progiess of the bill. 

[Duke of Atholl's CLAiM,]-^Oaihe 
motion for going into a committee on the 
duke of Atholl’s Annuity bill, ; 

The Marquis of Buekitfgham put it to the 
candour of noble lords, whether in the 
exhausted &£ate in which they were, ic would 
be proper or decorous to go into a cooKnitteo 
on the bill at that late hour of the night. 
The papers which had been moved for, had 
cot been printed, or, if tlicy had, he had not 
been fortunate enough to procure a copy of j 
them, and consequently he, and he presumed 
in.iny other noble lords were in the same 
state, uas but ill prepared to enter at that 
hour upon the consideration of the bill. It 
was also impossible that the counsel, who 
could only have known early this morriiOg, 
ox late last night, that they would be heard 
at rhe b:tr« against the bill, could have had 
(s^uiiicient time to prepare themselves. For 
those reasons he trusted the bill would not be 
proceeded in to niglit. He aioved that the 
house should now adjourn, . * 

I'be Earl of IV€stm 9 reiand was of Opinioii 
the bill had undergone as ample a discussion 
as was necessary. He ohjecied to ^e atii 
journment proposed by the uoble marquis.«>i* 
On a division, the motion for adjournment 
was rejected by a majority of 45 to 1 z, prox- 
ics included. 

The house having at length resolved itself 
into a committee on the bill, Mr. Romilly 
was heard on the part of the Keys, or 
presentatives of the .people of the Isle of Man, 
as to the interest which they had in the pass- 
ing of the l^iil. Counsel having withdrawn. 
The Earl of observed, that he 

thought the petitioners had no mose right to 
come to the bar to oppo^ the bill, thao any 
other of bis majesty’s subjects. 

The Lord stated; chat the learned 

counsel, in his opinion, had not made out 
that species of interest in his clients^ the 
house of Keys* which would . entitle thtm lo 
he hcardf or to bmg evidence to the bar 
against the Nil. . 

The Marquis of Buckingham expressed him- 


self against further proceeding in the bill io 
the present session. The allegations in the 
bIB were proved a« the bar, by the counsel 
forthe doice of Atholl. The preamble of 
the bill was nosiponed. On the motion, by 
the duke of Norfolk, ihatlhe Annuitv clause 
diould be poatpon^, the house divtded« 
when Ic was rej^ted by a maioriiy of 19 
to 5# The several clauses of toe bill were 
afjterwards gone ibroagh, the 'biU was re- 
ported wkhouc amendiiienis, and ordered to 
be read a third rime to-morrow-— Adjourned^ 

HOUSa OF COSAMONS. 

, Tttesdajfi Jnlg 9 . 

K UytACHMEItT OFLolMpMBLVl^::iJikX 

r, Wbhhnad moved, that the engrossed 
articles ofimf^chmmit against Henry lord 
viscount Md[viUe,fae read t which were read 
acQordingty; on which the hon, member 
moved that they be carried to the |ords«— 
Ordered. It was then ordered, on the mo- 
tion of earl Tempfe* that Mr, Whitbread do 
carry the articles to the lords, which he in- 
stantly did, accompanied by many members; 
and. on his return acquaint^ the house from 
the bar, chgi he had delivered the articles of 
Impeachment, pursgync to the order of thC' 
house, at the bar ofthe house of lords. 

Mr. IfbUirfadt pwrsuant to notice, rose 
to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
continue the pomeca of the committee dur- 
ing ifie recess. In consequence of what he 
had before stated, it would be anneccasaey 
for him to take up much of the time of the 
houseu The measure he proposed was^ on-, 
doubtedly a deviation from the constitutional 
^ms ; Imt as every such deviation was 
justifiable, on the ground of the expediency 
that existed for it, the question men was 
whetjkc^soch adegreeof expediency existed 
in the present instance, as would justify such 
a deviation. Cases of impeachment had not 
fretpieotiy. occurred, and when they did* k 
was on very grave and serious grounds,*— 
The 'bouse of conMnons had voted an tin* 
peachment, in the present instance agiinsr 
nenry lord viscount Melville, and it would 
be CO be regretted that the object of it should 
be defeated by any accident that might 
occur.. The house was aware that the Iia- 
peachmens had been voted at a late period of ^ 
the ^ion. The committee t^t bad bekn. 
appointed to draw up the articles of Im» 
peachment, had set every day without inter* 
mission. Many witnesses lemauied yet. fO> 
be examloed* one of whom he had mention*; 
ed the piecoding day. That. perMn had, 
since arrived from Scotland* and might un*; 
doubtedly be examined befoie the proroga? 
don. But there were other witnesses from 
3 F 2 
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that qnaTter, whom it wouhi be desirable to ] 
examine as soon as pr ssible, IF the o'her! 
hoi3«e shonld agree to the in;^emnitv b ii^ it 
would he ciesirahle also to examine Mr, Tror- 
ter without delay. These were the grounds 
«(>on which ihe committee felt it their duty 
to submit this proportion to iHc house. If 
the house should agree to it. they would un- 
questionably .grant' large powers, whidi he 
was confident would be exercised with mo- 
deration. At ihe same time, if the house 
should not be disposed to grant these powers, 
it was not his intention to press the proposi- 
tion. If any case should occur to defeat the 
proceedings already taken, neither the com- 
nor he^ivould think they had dis- 
charged their duty, if they had hot submit- 
ted such a proposition to the house. The 
hon. member them moved, that leave be 
given 10 bring in a bill, that the proceedings 
now pending' before parliament for the Jm 
peachment of lord Melville should eon- 
.tinued notwithstanding any prorogation or 
dissolution of parliament ; and that the com- 
mittee of Impeachment do continue to sit, 
notwithstanding any prorogation or dissolu- 
tion of parliament, 

'"i'he ChctiulUr rtf thesFxehcqrter fell that it 
would be necessary for him to say but a very 
ftw words indeed, as the hon. gent, himself 
bad admitted that his propo.dtion w*as lia6k 
to grave cbjc'ciions ; to him the objectimis | 
seemed insurmountable. The motion, if a- 
agfvcd to, would amount to a direct inroad 
upon the constitution. Nothing ctmid be 
more certain, thart that his majesty possessed 
consfirutionaiJy the prerogative of putting an 
end to their deliberations, cither by proroga- 
tion or dihsolutioii, which would he \irtuaily 
taken away bv a m'*asurc of the nature of ihar 
pTopi'Scd, 'fhere was not a single instance 
of a similar mode of proceeding, except in 
such peiiods of our history as ihe house 
would not be much inclined to draw into 
precedent. It was only' for gave and weigh- 
ty reasons (hat he could' bring himself to 
object to any thing proposed for the pur- 
pose of prottioting the views of the house in 
the present - instance. But he felt that any 
degree of inconvenience that Might be ap- 
prehended was better; than in order £< oL 
viate it to commit a breach of the principles 
df the cotistitutioir. He felt, therefore, that 
tie ground had be^n laid for the measure, 
bcc^^ the utmost inconvenience that could 
arbe^ould be, that the committee could 
fidt'-lronnnae rhcir functions a few days long- 
clr now, but might employ themselvies on the 
imme subject a few days in the beginning of 
next session, because it was not to ^ supposed . 


Captain Wrighh -[8o8 

that the house would proceed with the Im- 
.pcachment in the earliest days after *lhcir 
meeting. The. only question ihereforc was, 
whether the committee should sit a certain 
number of days at ihe commencement of 
next session, or the house should adopt a 
measure that would break down the barriers 
of the constitufion, 

Karl Temple agreed with his hon. fri«md 
(Mr. Whitbread), that thin motion should 
not be pressed against the sen^e of ihe house; 
but did not think that his right hon. rela- 
tion had stated the question fully. The 
question was not, whether they should have 
the power of examining now such witnesses 
as they might next jcssinn examine, but, if 
the other branches of the legidatiire should 
j>ass the indemnify bill, whether they should 
not have an opportunity of gating the evi- 
dence which that was calculared to procure, 
before any improper impressions should be 
made, that might interfere with it. 

Mr. C. Wynne thought there was another 
inconvenience which might be remedied by 
the hill, and which had not been noticed by 
his noble relaiion. The dcaih of Mr, I rot- 
ter might withdraw him altogether from 
examination, and if the citmmittee were to 
have the benefit of his evidence immrdiaiely 
in the event of the bill passing, it might lend 
to other sources of information 

Mr. Whiibteetd proposed that the ('bjf’C- 
tionable part should be left out bf his mo- 
tion, and trusted that there would be no 
objection to pass a bill for continuing the 
proceeding already taken and now pending, 
nntwithManding anv prorogation or di^Aolu- 
tion of parliament, as iu ihe case of Mr. 
Hastiness impcach.i cnr. 

JiOrtl lienfy Wtiy accordingly moved the 
amendment, t hat "the part of ihe -moiion 
which related to the sitting of the commit- 
tee be left out ; but on the suggestion of the 
Chancellor of the Kxchequer the motion was 
Tut in the exact terms of the precedent in 
Mr. Hastings's case, for leave to bring in 
a bill to provide, rliat the ‘proceedings now 
pending ^fore parliament for the Impeach- 
ment of Henry lord viscount Melville shall 
not be discontinued notwithstanding any pro- 
rogation ordissofutibn of parliament." — I'he 
motion was agreed to, and the committee of 
Impeachment ordered to prepare and bring 
in' the bill. 

[Cass op Captain Wright.] — Mr. 
Windham felt it to be his doty, previously to 
fhe separation of the house for the session, to 
recall to their recollection a subject of much 
ffiterear; which he had twice before had oc- 
casion to mention^ once at the close of the 
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laf^t session and agntn at the commencement 
of tke present. This was the case of Captain 
Wrighr, an officer who had been captured 
with his ship, when serving on the high eeas 
in the regular course of hjs profession, and 
wiih his majesty *s cummissioit in his pocket* 
This was materia) Co shew that his case was 
not distinguished by any circumstances from 
that. of the other prisoners of war; but the 
French emptTor, it appeared, thought he had 
been employed on other services, as in land- 
ing men upop the coast of France, which 
pl-irecl him on a different footing from pri- 
soiiers of war. VVh.en questioned on this 
bc-.ui. Captain Wnght very propeily, and as 
might have been expected from men even far 
le.^o deifrinincd than he, refused to give an 
ans.ver though menaced, not obscurely, with 
pioc'^cdings that went to affect his life. No* 
thing bo atrocious, howeve., had been ^Hfr- 
pcrraied, but he had been committed a close 
pr.s mtT to rhe lemple, denied pen, ink, and 
paper, ami excluded from all communication 
with persons without. The severity of the 
conffMcment there could be explained from 
experience by a gallant officer then in his 
e^e (vsir Sidney Smith), who had, after es- 
caping ermfmement there, nobly revenged 
himsell upon his oppressors by his illustrious 
exploits in the defence of Acie; exploits, he 
would vcMitvire to say, not to be exceeded by 
any thing which could be tonnd in the naval 
or rnilirary annals of any country. As to 
the truth oi the charge ajwinst Captain 
Wright, he thought it unnecessary to enquire 
into it ; it being a matter of perfect iqidif* 
ference for the present purpose whether it 
was true or not. Nobody, he supposed, 
would contend, that to put on shore u^n an 
enemy's coast persons ine.tning to excite coai* 
motion or insurrection, was contrary to thc 
laws of war. If it was, what would be- 
come of all which the Fn nch had done during 
the course of the last war, in landing 'Fandy 
and otcers on the coast of Ireland ? If men 
so landed were not of the nation on whose 
coast they landed, and yet did not avow 
themselves as enemies, they were liable to be 
treated as spies. If they were subjects of 
that nation^ they might Ise treated as rebels 
or traitors : but neither in one case or the 
other, was there any ground for charging 
with a breach of the laws of war those by 
whom they were landed. The fact was, that 
the hostility of the French emperor to cap- 1 
tain Wright arose from his having been the 
close friend and intimate associate of the 
gallant officer to whom he had before aUtidra. 
How captain Wright was to be relieved now, 
he could ROC say ; and though that officer 


had every claim on the country^ hU relief 
was not the principal consideration, but the 
prevention oi similar acts of ' violence in fu* 
ture. Retaliation in the first instance was 
the only means oi preventing such violenci^. 
The* omission of that retaliation was as much 
as to tell Bonaparte he might do what he 
pleased, and we should nor retaliate for fear 
of what he .should afterwards do. If we were 
once to admit this, it would amount to a 
confession of inferiority, which must have 
the most fatal effect upon the country and 
upon every man employed in its service* 
What officer would enter a service when ex- 
posed to such violence ?— But wliat people 
would not Rock to it, if a<>sured that«Ae;:;LA;^^ 
warrant'tble violence offered them would l)e 
repelled with the whole weight of the na- 
tion B— This principle, he was sorry 10 say, 
had suffered considerable relaxation in its ap- 
plication towards the enemy with whom wc 
have had to do in the last and present war* 
The admission of inferiority char would fol- 
low from our being afraid to retaliate would 
be the most grievous degradation. )t had 
been said, chat Bonaparte had a hold upon 
us through the persons that had been detained 
at the commenceiwnt of the war at Vetdun* 
These were no doubt so many hostages, but 
not distinguishable from those who became 
hostages by being made prisoners of war iin 
the service of their country. If they were 
to be distinguished, as many of them un- 
doubtedly might, it was in a way not to en- 
title fbem to any preference. If they had 
not less, they had not greater claims upon 
the feelings of the country, especially such 
as had gone to France for amusement with- 
out business or necessity. So far, he stated, 
if .it should be supposed that retaliation 
would be productive of the intended appre- 
hended consequences. But what ground was 
there to suppose that it woul4 be productive 
of such consequences ? The French emperor, 
great as he was, was not released from the 
obligations of public faith, nor without the 
reach of the public opinion of his subjects, 
on whom the elKxts of the retaliation would 
fall. He saw that the attempt would be 
made with infinitely less advantage late than 
at first. Without pretending to answer for 
it now, or at any time, he was strongly of 
I opinion that it would have been efiSsctuifl in 
the first instance. It must be grievously 
fecting to the country to know, that a meri- 
torious officer had been suff^ered to languish 
under severity which he had drawn upon him* 
seif by his meritorious exertions in its service. 
He had mentioned this subject last session, 
and li^d been given to understand that some 
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ment against lord viscount Melville be print* 
ed, for the use of this house only. Thel^rd 
(Chancellor said^ he presumed the noble duke. 
t>y using the word qniy^ meant ta restrict the 
use of the printed articles emphatically to the 
hoQse^ and be much approved of the inien* 
tion.-T-Ordered* 

(TaoTTia's 1 w»emnity The 

order of the day» for the third reading of this 
bill being moved. 

The lord Cbaucelhr rose, and introduced 
the amendments he intend^ to propose in 
I the bill. The greater part of these was to 
I connea the woratng and phraaeology in dif* 

' ferent parts of the bill : first.^ with respect to 
the mode of expressing the impeachment of 
lord Melville, as set forth in the* bill; sc* 
condly. with respect to a better mode of ex- 
pressing definitely, who the persons were tc 
was proposed to indemnify ; and, with ret* 
spect to this part of the bill, his lordship 
oWrved. they would attain a certain and 
definite description of persons, by leaving 
out the word ** certain.*' home further al- 
terations were of this general description. 
With respect to the consideration of wJiat the 
parties were to be indemnified from, it was 
of a more serious and important nature, and 
required the most cautious deUberation on the 
part of that house : this involved two propo* 
and several other meml3crs of the houscof com- sitioas; the first, relative to an indcmnifica- 
mons. brought up the bill for continuing the tion against criminal prosecutions ; the second. 
prpceedm|(s relative to the impeachment of respected indemnity against civil actions or 
lord ^Melville notwithstanding any proroga- suits. With regard to the latter, there bad 
lion of parliament; which was read a &Tst time, been but one sad instance in the history of 
and some private billsweie returned agreed to. parliaments of an indemnification From civil 
—On the motion for the third reading of suit's for evidence to be given ; namely, tfec 
the bill to amend the act respecting bank, case of sir Thomas Coke ; but that was only 
lupts ha^ ing privilege of parliament, the from suits on the part of the East India Com- 
dukc of NoriolU said, he objected neichef rp pany, his employers ; but not against third 
the principle nor policy of the bill; but he persons, or demands of the king or public.' 
thought it required some amendment io this or' individuals in general, as was the con- 
instance. that any person who should chuse struction admitted by the present bill, 
to sue out a statute of bankruptcy against .a I'hcre never was an instance known, and it 
member of parliament who never had any wj|s contrary to every principle of law. that 
transactions m the way of trading, may com- persons should be excused from giving ans- 
pd his appearance. This ought to be guard- w^rs in a court of justice, because such ans- 
cd against as an absurdity, however uolikdy wers might possibly shew that other indivi- 
]t was that the inconvemeuce should arise, duals bad demands against them. Were there 
The Lord Chancellor said, the Mil only went no oiher peer to support him on tlysoacasion. 
to this, to enable the cdpri to, put in an ap. he hoped his conduct should go down to pos- 
Mrance for a bankrupt, a member of par- terity. in having stood forward alone to re- 
liameDt. where a personal summons had been sist such a proceeding. Suppose a witness, 
serv^ onhim; and this was ra supersede the who^had pocketed one hundred thousand 
necessity, of the which was greatly pounds of the public money, was brought 

burthenMme to the plaintiff, and often roin- forward agmnst a person charged with a Jess 
DOS to the defendant. I'be bill was then rc|id weighty offence, and to be told he should be ' 
the third time.^ and. passed •—The duke of protected a^nst any civil suit, for having 
Norfolk moved, ttut ineardclci of robbed the public of so miicb> provided he 


steps would be taken. If he were to proceed 
with the business now. he should conclude 
what he had to say with a motion for an ac- 
count of what steps had been taken. He 
should ornit that, however, as long as he had 
any ground to hope that further measures 
would be taken during the recess; and he 
should confine himself now to a notice, that 
if no such steps should be taken, he would 
bring the matter before parliament early next 
session. — No reply was made to the right 
hon. gentleman. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday t yulj lo. 

'’'"TTCIi NOTES.] —Judgment was. given in 
the App^l Cause Redington against Reding- 
tbn. The decree of the Court of Exchequer 
in Ireland was reversed as to part of the .mat- 
ter in dispute, and a reference was made 
with respect to the other part, back to that 
court.— 'Fhe royal assent was given, by com- 
mission. to sixty. nine public and private bills. 
The commissioners were the Lord Chancellor, 
the duke of Montrose, and lord Walsing- 
bam.— The Consolidated Fund bill, the Plate 
Glass Dut)r bill, and the Smuggling bill, were 
read a third time and f>';issed.— Mr. Whit- 
bread. Mr.Calcraft, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Giddy, 
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gnve ttiem such and sDch evidence, though 
he might be compelled to doit, were he pro- 
tected rtom criminal prosecutions only, would 
it not, he asked, he a strong (empeatton to 
such witness? Dwelling farther upon this 
point, his lordship stated his intention to 
pro^x>se the omission of that part which in- 
deninitied the parties from civil suits ; and he 
would also propose some amendments, to 
conhne the indemnities to acts which had re- 
ference only to the impeachment. Another 
objection he entertained was, that the bill 
was not suiHciently elHcacious, in case such 
evidence as was required were not given ; as | 
in the case of a king's evidence in the courts | 
lielow ; that consideration involved, he | 
thought, insuperable difficulties; upon the 
whole, he should regard it as one of the 
most blameable acts of his life, did be con* 
sent to such an indemnification from civil 
suits ; and, were such determined on by the 
house, he would, if single, protest against 
it. J'he^ noble and learned lord then regu- 
larly proposed amendments to the above 
effect ; and, lastly, to leave out the words, 

and civil suits.'* 

The Duke of Norfolk was of opinion, in 
his view of the case, that this important 
omission proposed by the noble lord would 
go to frustrate the object oi the bill ; neither 
liid he think that part of the bill would go to 
protect the parties from suits generally Irom 
ocher individuals, but merely lor acts done 
under the lOeasurer of the Navy, '1 he ob- 
ject of the bill was substantial public justice, 
and, to arrain that, some sacrifices inighr be 
made ; a free unbiassed testimony was the 
object in view, and this might as well ope- 
rate hi favour of the accused individual as 
against him. 

Lord Ha^'iesburj thought the noble duke 
incorfect in his opinion a.s to the extent of 
the bill in its present sha^ic : that ])art of the 
clause went to indemnify for all acts doi>r, 
either with respect to the crown, . or to indi- 
viduals, while in the office under the trta- 
surership of viscocfnt Melville. In this, the 
wording of the bill bore him out. The pro 
lessed amendment, he thought, might be a- 
meliorated,* by confining tm indemriification 
to civil suits, on the part of his majesty, his 
heirs, or successors, which would leave the 
parties open to actions brought by indivi. 
duals. 

Lord Sidmouth was not convinced of the 
propriety of leaving out that pat t of the bill 
wh^h went to afford the witnesses protectioi} 
against civil suits. Such a provision was, 
under the circumstances of the ease, he 
thought, conducive to the ends of public jus- , 


tice : the witnesses should be freed from the 
apprehension of suit or prosecution. The 
proposed amendment would, probably, cause 
the less of the bill that session ; and he should^ 
therefore obji cc to it. 

The Lard Chancellor spoke at some length 
in explanation^ in a case, he observed, where 
an individual, upon a weighty charge, went 
to be tried in a suJemn manner by his peers, 
he held it to be his duty to the house and the 
public, to resist the passing of a bill, which, 
in its present shape, would operate as an rje 
post facto law. As the bill came up to them, 
and at such 4 period, the question was re-i 
ouced to, w'iiccher they should pass it n.SkC 
session with due consideration, or pabvk t^iii^ 
session without any consideration ar all ? He 
enlarged on and enforced his former argu-. 
ments, sfgainst the princif>le on w hich the in- 
demnity from civil suits proceeded. Im- 
peachments, though rare, proceeded upon 
the same principle with other prosecutions : 
from the articles, it was disccrnahle, that 
some individuals had made inamense sums ; 
and where was the difference, in the effect^ 
in giving a witness so much money for par- 
ticular evieV^ce ; or suflfering him to keep so 
much of the public .^ney, of which he was 
already possessed? As the law now stood, wkli 
reference to civil indemnity, an individual 
was bound to give evidence, an individual 
was bound to restore the public (heir money. 
Why, then, should a bargain lie made, al- 
lowing ati individual to keep that uioncy^for 
conseming to give evidence, which he was at 
present compellable to give, provided he were 
secured from criminal prosecution ? With re- 
spect to such a decision, he could almo^sr *say 
with lord Hardwickc— I proicsi to God, 

1 would almost as lief be the object of such a 
bill as give my consent to its passing, if it be 
not altered in these respects.'* — In conclud- 
ing, he again suggested the propriety of post- 
poning the discussion of a bill of such noveU/ 
and peculiar imporclnce, until next session. 

Lord ^iJmeuw spoke in explanation, and 
adverted to some doubts entertained by high 
legal authorities, with respect to the coR!ii- 
derations of how far witnesses in the cases 
adverted to by the noble and learned lord; 
were C'lmpellable to answer; but fur the de- 
liberate and decided opinion of his noble and 
learned friend, he bad so high an estimation, 
ihajt,*^ as he thought, that witnesses were pro- 
fect^ from criminal processes, they were 
bound, as the law stood, toansvyer the ques- 
tions put to them; he ^6uld, under that 
impression, no longer resist the proposed 
amendment. ‘ 

The Lord Chancellor spoke in farther ex- 
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planatiODi and/ adrerfing ro the legal dotihts 
alluded 10 by the noble viscou nr,* begged 
leave to observe^ ihai what he advanced was 
merely his own indiviriiial opinion^ and. as 
«ucb, he wished it to be understood. With 
respect to the doubt*: thrown out» relative to 
the power of witnesses ro demur in such cases, 
it was. an additional argument for deferring 
the considerarion ol the bill till the next ses- 
sion, when they might have tiie benefit of the 
Judges' opinions. 

The Earl of Hvekiuj^hdnubire said, that re- 
lying on (he aurhoriry of the noble ami learn- 
ed lord on the woolsack, as to the point of 
law, he would not oppose the amendment. 

Minto entered into a detailed comi- 
deration oi the subject; and, from the post* 
tions advanced, drew inferences, in many 
cases, very different from those stated by the 
noble lord on the woolsack. Ele adverted to 
some precedents, which, he thought, fur- 
nished cases in point ; and one even ot a 
stronger nature, than that involved by the 
bill. With respect to the civil suit, he ar- 
gued, that, in the mode in which it might 
be applicable to the individuals in questton, 
it would have the effect of a criimnal prose- 
cution. On this pointr.;^he laid particular 
stress, and seemed of opinion, the propcstKi 
amendments would frustrate the whole pur- 
pose of the biir. 

The Lord Chancellor again quitted the 
woolsack, and replied to some poinis advert- 
ed fo by the noble lord, who had just sar 
down. T he^uestion at length resolved into, 
whether the parties should be indemnihed 
frotn. the civil suits, or from the criminal 
process only ? On this head, he retained his 
opinion, but repeated, that be advanced it as 
his opinion only. ^ 

Lord Mu^gra^ue observed, that it was a mere 
matter of dihcretion with the public whether 
they would adopt a civil or a criminal pro- 
cess, aswase\sdcnt from the votes of the 
other house. Ihe pubfic had now made 
their option ; tliey bad given up the one and 
determined on following up the other mode. 
There could not be any danger justly appre- 
liendcd from the precedent, as the right was 
xnanifest from the circumstance of the ocher 
chamber of parliament^ having first' made 
choice of one course of proceeding, and 
having afterwards resolved on pursuir>g ano- 
ther. . . . , 

^ The Earl of recommended ro 

their lordships that further consideration 
should be gtVeii to the great principles of 
law, which, by auch a measure astnepr^^ 
sent, might possibly be materially adi^ted in 
the practice hereafter, if this bill were^td piss 


in its present form. It was unparliamentary 
to express any apprehension of. the cloSe of 
the session, or of tlie dissolution of parlia- 
ment, as the ground for hurrying a measure 
of importance through the house. I'heir 
lordships had heard the opinion of a noble 
and learned lord, high in rank, and high in 
respectalulity ; but sull he thought that it 
would be extremely desirable that the opinions 
of the judges should be had upon a froint, 
about which serious doubts were entertained. 

The Lofd Chancellor expressed his deep re- 
gret at not having an option unity to ask the 
noble lord who presided in the chief court of 
law, upon the qiic^iion now under discus- 
sion. As his opinion seemed to have great 
weight with some noble lords, and as he 
might possibly be wrong, he asked tlrcir 
lordships vi'herhcr it would not be Irettcr that 
thry should be certainly right, than for that 
legislative house of parliament to run the rhk 
of Ireiiig wrong upon a point of law, for tlie 
sake of a week's expedition in almost any 
measure of importance that could be brought 
before them f Seeing, as he did, in the 
strongest point of view, the propriety and 
! necessity of raking the opinion of the Jaw 
lords on this question, he should move that 
the question be adjourned, in order that time 
be given for raking the opinion of the judges 
on If. 

Lord Sidmouth rejoiced to find that his no- 
ble and learned friend had at length agret*d 
to the pn'ptjsitioii of referring the pi-int in 
doubt to the opinion of the judge;'. He 
knew that he had tlic aiuhority ot that most 
excellent propounder of the laws, lord Ken- 
yon; he had also the opinion of a man, 
whose name, though he was not clntlicJ with 
any judicial authority, or judicial honours,' 
must give the greatest degree of weight and 
authority to any maxim that Received ica 
sanction, that it was )x>ssibic for the name of 
any man in such a situation ro add to an opi- 
nion. But, though he had such high and 
respectable authoiicies on his side, he thought 
that it would be most candid to iiave a refer- 
ence totbe judges, and he only lamented that 
such an idea bad not entered the mind of any 
noble lord in an earlier stage of the busw 
ness.— After some further discussion it was- 
agreed that the bill should pass as far as its . 
provisions extended to indemnity against cri- 
minal proceeding, with an understanding, 
however, that if the opinion of the judges 
should be favourable to the measure, it 
should be competent* to any noble lord to 
brtngin a- short bill as soon as possible for 
ibe further bxtenston of the indemnity. The 
Lnecesiary axnendmenfS' were then made, and 
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the bin thus amended received the eanction of { 
the aachcfityof chis house. 

[Duke of Atholl’s Claim.]— O n 
the question for the third reading of the bill 
for granting additional compensation to the 
Atholl family, 

l‘he Marquis of Buckingham rose to op* 
pose it. He went into a variety of argu- 
ment and detail, proving that there was no 
such thing as sovereignly belonging to the 
lords of Man ; but that all they possessed 
was merely the dominium, which was onlv 
lordbhip, and had been so translated into our 
acts of parliament. The title had never been 
more than that ol lord or lady of 'he Isle of 
Man. The ecclesiastical establishment of 
the isle, so far from acknowledging the 
lord of Man, was entirely under the con- 
troul of Knglish acts ol parliament. The 
monasteries were suppressed, and the oburch 
property that was seized was taken for the 
use, not of the lord of the isle* but by and 
for the king of England, under the act of 
purliameiic of Henry the eighth. There 
were, the noble marquis contended, manv 
insunocs of similar juiisiktions wi<h that of 
the Isle of Man, such as the counties pala- 
tine, &c. in this country. Ho then re 
ferred to 7 aylor’s clemen's of the civil law, 
who, in investigating matters of this nature, 
observed, that private p-rsons had frequent- 
ly territories alloited to tnein, reserving al- 
ways the public right : the im^rium bc- 
longing to the king, and the tkmmufn con 
sticured the lordship; and this was held by 
a sergeanrry, or petty sergt'antry of various* 
kinds. Wha'cver their lordship might 
choose to do in this business, they (Might to 
drop the mention of the word sovereignty, 
since in point of fact it ncrer had existed.— 

If there were any ground laid for making 
this claim, it was only on the increase of the 
revenues. In the u hole of the original trans- 
action of the compact, there w^s an anxious 
wish on the part of government to do jus- 
tice. If the present case was an appai 'to 
liberality, there w'as also the policy ol the 
case to be oinsidcred ; and the noble vis- 
count (SidmoutK) wlu>m he did not now see in 
his place, had last night detailed various rea- 
sons against opening or disturbing the com- 
pact. The negotiation was not precipitate. 

It was begun in the year 1761 with Mr. 
Pelham, who entrusted it to Mr. GrenvHle, 
and a great variety of documents rook up the 
attention of ministers for along time^ Could 
the house shut their eyes upon all the opi-^ 
nions of great and, eminent law officers given 
from that time to this, the opinion of lord 
Rosslyn, sir Jamea Manners, Mr# Wallace^ 
VOL.V. 


and other gentlemen, as well at tho^e of the 
law officers of the present day ? The origi- 
nal compact had b^n termed matter of his« 
Cory. He wished that forty years hence ihe 
present transaction would merit as favourable 
a recollection as that which took place forty t 
\eart ago. He considered it to be impossi- 
ble Co cstimiue the compensation according 
to any standard or criterion whatever. I'nc 
bill stated loosely onc-fourth of the revenue, 
which might amount to a very great sum.— 
He saw plainly, that under the operation of 
tliih question the islanders had suffered great- 
ly. J'hcy have had, however, the advantage 
of parliamenrary proiection, and he trusied 
they fell grateful. We had gaired, ifilhrcvfS^ 
the loyalty and affection of thirty ciiou^and 
subjects-; and they must see how we have 
excited their rnergv. Having stated these 
Things, he should allude ro a clause in the 
bill, partly, indeed, on a personal account.— 
The money was to be jiaid at the Exchequer, 
and the public officer was to be rendc rcci re- 
8|H>nsible and exposed to the law for anv de- 
lay in the paymenr. Cases might occur to 
juMify .such a delay. He then instanced the 
case of the heir of Pcndercll,«ow before the 
court of Chancery^.;, and stated diffiicutiies 
that might occur in the case of rhe heirs ge- 
nt ra! (if the earl of Derby. Before he sac 
down, he begged to repeat, that, in what he 
had stared, he had only delivered his con- 
scientious opinion on this subject, and in no- 
thing he had said, had he intended any Iftnd 
of disrespect to the noble family who were 
the present claimants, 

7 'lk; Earl of Westmoreland replied to. the 
arguments that had been urged agiiinsc the 
bill ; lur considered (hat the tr.insler was al- 
together compulsory on the part of the 
Atholl family, a» appearid by ihe evidence 
of sir Hctchcr Norton, his Mqc^tv's attor- 
ney general, who stated in the house of com- 
mons as a witness, that he had h(?ard the lace 
duke express great sorrow upon t^c occa.sion, 
and say that he would not take double what 
was offered him as a compensHiion, if he waa 
not afraid of the consequences' of the bill, 
which was then at>out to be brouglu forward, 
respecting ,the customs of the Island. 7 his. 
ap^ared to him sufficiei]it proof that the sale 
wa.s 3 compulsory one agatmt the late duke 
of Atholl, and that if the terms were not fair 
at that time, the presonc duke had a right to 
compensatiojiw . 7 'he customs of the isle of 
•Man were no less' than 7,000/. per annum 
when the act was |)assed 3 and as the act 
itieif referred to' a scbrdule.of those customs, 
hccouH 0ot but ihink they formed die prin^ 
,cipal coostderation for which the sum of 
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76 ,coo/. wa» given* If so, it wm evident 
^htt sucS a sum wds gmssly itxaoequate. — 
There uas another ciicumstauce which, m 
his optniivn, vitiated the vihole traasacnon, 
and he wislted that the learned lords would 
eUptesa their opinion of it in point of law.-^ 
When a tenant for life (and the dotchess- 
dow<»ger w-^a uo more) in the ^ale of proper- 
ty cm ailed, acceurs of a private dotufur for 
hi n sell, hedli^ays conceived that that cir- 
cumfiiance Muuid overturn the bargain, eithir 
in a court of law or equity In this in- 
stu cc. (he la e duke and the durches&-dow^* 
g^' accepted ot a d^aakt of a.oco/,* per ann. 
pt nsion to ihcm elvi-s. This circumsiance 
would, he brlieved, according ro (he 
cnns'rnctirn of law. imptach the iaimess of 
the rratisaction. 

1 he Lord QbanaHor was inclined to con 
sidir, chai hy the rules of cc^uitv in common 
cases, this p« nsion of 2 oodA per ann* ought 
to he applied to the proptTiV so entailed, and 
ought not CO have bc^n taken for ihc sepa- 
rate u.*>e of i.'iose who were but renan(^ tor 
life. He was one of those to whom the 
claim had bci-n originally referred ; and he 
had coincided in the g«^.ncral opinion of the 
cro'vti lawvers, that the<£ was no reason 
for considering the compensation inadequate. 
As to the sovereignty that is now insisted 
upon, he thought there had been no pre- 
tence for claiming it, and as to the custom 
duties of the island, it was clear they were 
grahted for the purpose of paying the public 
exprnc< 8 of *thc island* Upon ihe whole he 
coiisideied, that it would be a most alarming 
precedent now to open again a tran«iaction 
that had h:'en closed so long as 40 years ago. 

d he Karl of Si^J^ oppo^cd the bill as 
opening a door to numerous claims of the 
same Jescripiion. 

The Karl of CarhiU supported the bill, and 
considered theclainsot sovereignty as very 
immaterial, provided the rights referred to 
were admitted* 

The Duke of Norfolk denied that the alle- 
gation^ in the preamble of the hill were made 
good, and therefore moved ^ that the bill bv 
recommitted* On this question theit lord* 
ships divided. Contents 7-^Non*i:oiitcnrs , 
hdajoriiy against the mdtion 1.8. be c.al 
amend I rents were then pri>posed by 
thk' marquis of Buckingham^ which were re- 
jected. Another division tuc^ place on a 
vsrlia) amendment proposed by bis royal 
highness^'^the duke of Clarence, which waa 
lost by h majority of 25 to 5. The bill was 
then read a third time, and passed, after a 
division ot 24. against gi 

The follow ing Protest against the bill was 


entered upon the joofnals 6f their lordship's 
house. / ^ 

Dt\setititnt : First, ••Because the bill in 
question appears to be grounded on the fol- 
lowing recitals, which have not bctn support- 
ed by evidence. I'he preamble recites that 
the Isle of Man was granted in Sovereignty 
by King Henry the 4th, and that the Sovc- 
teign righis conciinied until tiiC 5th year of 
tils prrsent Majesty ; and it further recites, 
that the act of the izth of George the First, 
chap, 28, provided for.ihe purchase of these 
Sovereign rights. But this grant to sir John 
Stanley, and the said act, do not in point of 
faM C'.nvcy, or confirm, or provide for the 
purchafic of Sovereign rights in the Isle of 
Mao ; and it w'as nor denied in the course of 
debafc that die legishturc or Kngland had 
iinini. rruptedlv legislated for internal pur- 
poses within the said Island. The preamble 
further recites, that by a certain deed of re- 
srricrion duly executed by Charlotte, duch- 
ess dowager of AthoIJ, John, duke of A- 
became entiilcd to the rights reset ved 
to his fameK<jn the Isle of Man, and hadi 
ever since continued to enjoy the same. — But 
this de.cd when produced in evidence, piir- 
(x>ris only to intend to convey— -• the rents, 
profits, and duties of every kind payable now 
forth ami. from the Isle of Man; and does 
not convey any of (be other rights reserved : 
and it appears from evidence that the duchess 
dowager of Alholl was lady of the Lland at 
the lime of passing the act of the 5th year of 
his present majesty', and has continued to ex- 
ercise part of the rights reserved to her by 
that law ever since the act of Restriction, 
1774**— The preamble further’ recue.8, that 
rht re were circumstances attending the r sig- 
iiarton of these rights, which make it just 
and reasonable tliat a further comp, nsatum 
should be given, and that (he duties of cus- 
toms of the island belonged to the family of 
the dnke of ^tholl, and that a compensation 
should be given for them to be regulated by 
their produce. But of these ciicumstances 
no. evidence wasgiven^ nor was it proved to 
us that (be duties in question 4td so belong, 
nor was any reason whatsoever urged in the 
debate to induce us to think that the com- 
pensation (if any was to be made) should be 
regulated by (heir produce.— -Secondly, be- 
cause, the reports made at various tiibesdown 
to the preseni moment, by the law officers of 
the crown, on the subject of the claim for 
further compensation in this matter, were 
jianctioned and confirmed in the debate by 
the first kgal authuritics ; and did satisfy ua 
that we are well grounded in our opinion* 
that sufficient grounds have not been pro- 
duced iir proof that the coni|)en$ation given 
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by the Jicf of the ^fh year of his s'rrsmt ini»* 

jesty,t5hap. 26, was inadequate. -Thirdly. 

because the vague and loose nianp»‘.r in which 
the evidence has been conducted of the na 
lure and extent of the siipjw'srd iujarr, or of 
the proposed compensation, <.r of the claim 
of the duke of Atholl, to be const Jered as 
the party to whom that compensation should 
be granted, forms an additional ground 
the jealousy which we entertain on th^* ditn- 
ger of cstahlishir.-; this precCvieiu for opening 
for re consideration, and ar a remote .pei tod, 
contracts between the public and individuals. 
Fjuirrhly. — became the house having thought 
proper to reject an amend rrent proptiS' d m 
the last clause for the pur|>ose of .supplying 
words evidently omitted by mistake j the act 
as’ it now stands enacts a very questionable 
process, and imposes ^evere penalties on 
“the officers <.f the receipt of his majety*s 
exchequer, who6haII refuse or neglect to pay 
the said annuity, or yearly rciii, or sum, or 
any parr there(»f, according to the true io- 1 
lent and meaning of this act, or to do any 
act necessary to enable the saidg«jfohA,dukc of 
Atholl, and* the heirs general of the 7th earl 
of Derby.” Bur, inasmuch as the words 
proj^osed to be here adtied, viz, to receive 
the ,s.trne," were injected, this part of the | 
act is absdutejy uninteliigihl-*, and w^$ad-| 
nutted by ewry Idrd who spoke in the debate | 
lu be inexplicable and of no effi cf. 

(Siji^neti/ NarfJk^ 12. M* 

lit Viichughum^ 
Carjsfort, 

[Trottek'sTnij EMN iTY BiL L,]— The 
Lotd CbanctHnr produced a bdl urhich he 
propoM o to be read a first time, f>.t the jnir- 
p'vsc of obiaining il«e ' pini^'ii r f the ju»fg»'s 
on this question, hich arose out of the bill 
of indemnity to those who should their 
cvidi-ncc on the trial of the iirp achryK^nf of 
Henry lor.i v<'‘C.njnt M'llviile, viz. “ Whe- 
1:1 r, by la’v, a witness can be tequbed to 
answer a quevtioiy the an*'Wcr to which haV 
no tendency to accuse hiuisvlf, - l>ur which 
may establish, or tend M c^»ahlish, rhat lie 
owes a civil debt ? '* which hill he ftUAVCtl 
mi 5' hr be ndw r ad. 

The Earl of Carnarv^nt had no bbjecti '-ij | 
to taking the opinion of the judges 'o«> this] 
point, as it wa< desired by the noble and ] 
learned lord, but should have been bsttcr 
satisfied if the que.*(tion had bc-n pm upon, 
the bill of Indemnity which dims from ihf 
commons, and which the hou^chad passed. 

The l/»rd Chaweflar explained b.is 
foT taking this mcasurft to be this: maopi" 
nion had been asked, and h« had gtvxfti it to^ 


the house, on the subject of the liAbility of 
I a witness to answer a question not lending to ^ 
j crimi»are himself,, but tendii.g to establish a 
I civil delrr against him. ■ Upon that opinion 
i he iniuh' be considered to be boun't as if it 
was unquestionable law ; he had given that 
opinion conscientiously, but to hold him to 
V bound by if at all events, would be to 
ca.’-t -'fi him a burthen which he ought not to 
be called upon to bear, for he idd not chose 
n* rake upon himself to determine that he was 
i?gh*, < n a p'»ini wnich l\e wi»hecl for a fur^ 
i her opportunity of con.ddrring ; for which 
reason h*' pioposcd that ibv house rrigiu have 
the opiimm oi the judges upon «hai qunsstiou. 
which opmioo mighr formed in 1 •eVbu’isSsi^ 
of the U'CeSs ; lor which reason he prop^rsed 
to pu thij. quest ton to the judges, and moved 
*‘ili t the judges do attend the service of 
this bouse to-irorrow/* which was accord* 
iugly ordered and after the bill had been* 
itad a first time, the house adjourned* 


HOUSE OF C^'MMONS* 

- 10. 

[ Ml N uTt Rs.] — A mcs.'^age from the lords 
acquhtuied the fiouse, that their lordshqis 
had agrped, without any a mend men t, to the 
following bills : 1 'he Irish Fire Hearth Duty 
Rejiulation bill, the R'p Duty bill, the Irish 
Pafier ]>uiy Rrgulrition bill, the Scotch As- 
sessors’ bill, the Irish Customs Regulation 
bill, the Irish Military Survey bill, theirish 
Distiliery bill, the Irish Property Exemption 
bill* the Southern Whale Fishery bifr^^bcQua* 
Mnrtne Indemnity bill, the Sugar Drai^back 
bill, the Linen Drawback bill, the Ballast and 
4 .,astagv bill, the Ipswich Pott Duty bill, and 
to the rhames Tunnel bill with an amend* 
menf, to which they d<;i»ired the concurrence 
of the house* — Mr. Bullcy* from the Exche- 
quer, presented an account of the amount of 
iheprodaceof the Permao^ut'T axes, and af the 
Consolidated Kiind; which was v^rdered to lie 
00 the tahk*>*-Mr. Mcux.from thcEnstlndu 
H< use, pr'jsented two aeeoontg ; one, the 
exp-ficc^^of building the Cmnwallis, of 4^ 
guns, at Bombay; the othcr, tbeexpeoce of 
building the Bufnbay Frigate, of 32 guns. 
Orderrd ' fO.; lie. Onr the-‘ table*’— New Wriig 
wereorderetl for Wigfoii,&c. in the room 
of W. N'sxcijhirr, egqvv who had accepted the 
Chiltcrn Hiindre^Hf .and for Cockermouth, 
tn the room'd jv^raham, ^q. who had ac- 
ee^ ted the steuMMship of/ihe Huudmi of 
{fi»tldred.?^Sir. A. S..Hamoiid gayeno- 
tite, that to-uiotrow he thauld move that 
tht rv bt* bud before the hou-e (he incmori^al 
of the commissi* mera oi the navy,. in answer 
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to the third report of the commisfcioneis of mitred to the consideration of the house* 
naval enquiry, unless the house would per- whether, if the hill were passed in itw pre- 
fOii him to present it now, which he was sent form* an inference would notarise, that 
prepared to do* Mr* Whitbread having an impeachment was abated by a proroga- 
inade<>ome ohse' cations again*it the immediate rion or dissolution of parltamenr, and of 
presentment o^' this memorial, the S^ieaker course interfere with the privileges of that 
interfered, and the notice was ordered to home. This was a question' which he ap- 
staoil for to morrow. — On the motion of prehended was completely determined in the 
Nlr. Long, an humble add rsss was ordered to negative, in Mr. Ha^tings^ case, and he 
be presented to his majesty, pra> tng. that he was unwilling that this bill shonUt proceed 
would lie graciously pleased to confer some in such a sha^ie, as to raise a douhe on the 
ecclesiastical dignity on ihe rev. S. Smith, subjtcr. Its present ohjrciionable form, he 
^ chaplain of the house of commons. An ad- observed, was founded upon a precedent that 
dresi was likewise ordered to be presented to had taken place,., previous to the determina- 
the king, for an advance of r.aooA to H. tion he had alluded to. The right hon. 
yiiiMeit.thder, esq. for h*s services as chairman gent, concluded with expressing a wish, that 
of ihc committee of Ways and Means, 'I'he ihc third Reading of the bill should he posr- 
u^ual addresses were voted for remonerarion poned till cn»morrow, in order tlut it should 
M to the difFv^rent clerks and officers of the he so altered, as to guard against any iin« 
house. On the motion of Mr. Huskisson, proffer inference. 

'an .iddrc's was ordered lo be presented to his IVIri Whithund ob^jcrved that this was a 
majesty, praying; that he would order the literal transcript of the hi!l irurodu<.e4l by 
sum of 3.2^0/. Irish currency, to be ad vanceo Mr. Burke, in the case of Mr. Hastings's 
to the commissioners of the lottery in Ire- impeachment ; and the author of that bill 
land, and to the commissioners on outsrand- w^as cer;ra'>V; not liable to tiie suspicion (if 
ing prizes. The Speaker then attended in wishing to trench up<»n, or lo excite a doubt 
the ncuse of lords in consequence of a mes- as to the privileges of that huun*. l*he ob- 
sage from their lordships^ and, on his r£tuin, ohj^'Ct of this bill the honourable member 
informed the house, that he had brard the explained to be such, that unless it ivere 
royal assent given by commission to a num' adopted, the cdmmiiree for managing the 
bet of public and private bills. Imf^achinrnt would not be en-dded to re- 

(Case of Captain Wrioht.]— S ir port to the houj-e on the fir^tday of the next 
^idnty bmitb lOsC and expressed his «egrct that sesfiouM, if they thouvhr ne':c^*-ary, ihc result 
be basnet present yesttrday, when a right hon. of the evidence they had already examined, 
friend of his (Mr. Windham) took occasion, but would, on the contrary, be obliged to go 
in a vkoiiner so highly honourable to his through the examination of ihe same evi- 
• chaiactcr, to call theaitcntion of the house dence over ag^in. It was uidi a view to 
to the situation of a gallant friend of his, -provide against such a circumsiancc, that Ite 
captain Wright, who was now a prison- pro{>oSrd this bill, which he did not con- 
er in (he 'Pemple at Paris, The honourable ccive calculated to cast any doubt upon the 
cfHcer .ndded, thfit if the right hon, gent, he privileges of ihar lu u'^e, nr he .should have 
bad alluded to, should not bring forward a been among ihc last to have brought it for- 
motion on the subject, he would to-morrow ward. Prurn the advanced pcritul of the 
move; fh^t there sltould be laid befone ihc session, and the c nsequent necessity of ex- 
boutei copies of the coircspnndence whkh pedtdon, the hon. gent, was desirous ihat t’ e 
* has c^eu place^ through the Spanish goves.i- bill should not be dela)cd in its progmiiS. 

: menr,‘ beta ten bur tninl»ters and the govern- but that it should be read a third time 
menc of France, with re^peef tta the arrest and- to- day. 

detention of captain Wright. 4 Mr, S.Bohfm concurred 'in the observa- 

[iMFBACH.viFXT'or LoftbMcLVXLLE.]) tions of the Attorney- genera). 

---Mr. hkhithitad bcoilghc m a bill to prevertr I'he S^okrr olisttvcd, that the bill had two 
the prcceediiigs iix the impeachrnent ;againsc disrinct ubjeers, first to provide that the pro. 
lord Melville, from being affectCQ by any pro- ceedings depending in that house on the nr- 
. rogation oc^lBissolutlbfl of padiament; This ticlei of Impeachment ag)dn^t lord Melville 
biU Was read a first and Srcood fime^ com- should not be discontimitd by any proroga- 
fiiitted^ and the report brought bp. Upon tion or dhsofuiion of parliament ; the second 
motion lor freeing the rejiurf; ^ ^imported a difF reni provision, that the sgid 
T he Aiinmty C^trtral a'lWf ificr dis- article should he proceeded upon in the next 
> claiming any Wish to throw the'.kdsc impe- session, as to the other house of parliament 
ouiicuiTq the way of the Impeajchxnent^ sub-, in the event pf a prorogation or Uiuolutton, 
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in the eamc manner as if no such proro-* 
gation or dissolution had taken place* A - 1 
gainst the first part of the bill there did not 
appear to be any objection, but the second i 
was conceived to cast some doubt upon the ! 
established privilege and jurisdiction of that i 
houi^e to continue an impeachment notwiih* | 
standing any prorogation or dissolution of^ 
jrliamenr. The bill, however, the right j 
on. gent, had no doubt, would be so mo- 
dclletl as to remove the objectionable part, — 
The bill aMer being altered, according to the 
Speaker's suggestion, was engrossed, read a 
third time, passed, and ^rdcred to the lords. 

Adjouriicil. 

MOUSE OF LORDS* 

Thundnyt July 1 1 . 

[Minutes.] — In a committee of privi- 
h grs, some farther proceed injps obtained with 
respect to the claims to the Zouch |5ccrage ; 
the farihcr consideration of which was ad* 
journed till the next session. — 1'hc bills up- 
on the table, were read a third time and pass 
cd. The Impeachment Co^j^^iyiation bill, 
and the Townlcian Collection biff also went 
through their last stages. I’he opinion of 
the Judges was delivered in the appeal from 
the court of Chancery in Ireland, Roc, a;. 
Power; after which the judgment of the 
court below was affirmed. The iudgmenr 
in the Appeal, Campbell, <:». M‘N;ur, was 
sent back to the court of sessions wiih special 
instructions.— Mr. Whitbread, with several 
members, brought up a new bill , from the 
C'unmons, in the c«ase of Mr. Trotter aiui 
others^ the former bill being lost in that 
hou^e• on account of certain amendments. 
The bill wras read three times and passed,— 
"J ne house went into a committee, to take 
into consideration the message of the com- 
mons, declining to communica'c the evidence 
in the duke ol Atholl’s biil. Seven! prece- 
dents were read ; aber vifhich the Lord 
Chancellor s-iid, it appeared from these, that 
it had been the p/trliatnenrary practice, and 
usage for the house of commons (o coinrnu- 
nicate evidence to that house, where the facta 
on which th'ey passed a hill were recited, 
and as the m^uives of the bill on 

the face 6f the bill itself. He should, there- 
fore, to morrow, move that a resolution to 
that efFv-ct be entered on iheir lordship’s jour- 
nal?. The retjort was ordered to be received 
to- morrow. 

[ PiiorTER's Indemnity Bill.] — ^T hc 
judges, pursuant to the onlcr of the house, 
being in attendance ; 

quitted the wopl-sack, 
and, in purAuance of what transpired io the 
clibcus:;ion of last night , rose for the purpose 


of submitting an important law proposition 
to their consideration. He adverted, in the 
course of his observarioos, to the several po- - 
sitioDs which had been advanced ; and also 
to the dictum of a noble and learned lord, 
respecting the competency of a witness in ’ 
certain cares to demur; and concluded, as 
the result of the whole, by submitting a 
question the following cfiect, for the opi- 
nion of the law lords : — Whether, in point 
of law, a witness be compellable to answer 
questions, the answer to which may not. lend 
to criminate hirnself, but may establish, or ^ 
rend to establish, that he owes a debt, for'' 
the recovery ok which he may be liable to 
a civil suit.** This question was osdercih|o 
be referred to the consideration of the learnt 
ed judges. 

Lord M/fttCf introductory to an addiiiooal 
question, which he deemed it proper to refer 
to the consideration of the Judges, repeated 
several of his observations of last night upon 
the general subject. He particularly dwelt 
upon the important distinction between a 
civil action instituted on the part of the 
crown, and one instituted by ordinary indi- 
viduals, a|, in the former ca«»e, he a^ued, it 
Wai^of ihe nature, and had thc^enccc, of 
a crimmal proccAling : there was, therefore, 
he contended, a substantial difference be- 
tween a suit so in^tiiuted and a comm >n suit 
for debt, "i'he ^ucry he had to propose ^ 
WJ4, whether, in poitJi of law, a witness 
was required to answer qiiesrions, thcAanswer 
to wi.ich may not expose lum^ to a criminal 
prosecution ; but, may expi'sc’^hVs^to a civil 
suit on the part of his majestyj^r the . 
recovery of profits made by him, by the rise 
and application of public monies entrusted 
to his charge ? ' 

The L^rd Chancellor shortly observed, he 
should make no objection to the motion ; 
at ihc same time, by his agreeing so far, 
it did not follow, that his opinions upon 
the point adverted to were similar to fbosc 
of the noble I.otds. The question was then 
pot, and the proposition of lord Minto was, 
in I ke manner, referred to the consideration 
of the judges.— Adjourned. 

. HOllSE OF COMMONS. • 

V.' ^bunday^ July it. 

[MinutCSm— A message from ihe lords 
informed the house that their lordships had 
agreed to the Smuggling Prevention bjil, rhe 
Privilege bill, the FotCign Plate GUss Duty 
bill,* ihc Mu cum Grant bill, the Duke 

of AtholVs,Cpmpcns'utio»i bill, and the Con- 
oolidared ^ hund bill, ivhhout any amend- 
meoI^ ; also to the Maidstone Pujf bill, the 
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XVitnttscA Indemniry bill, tbc Paddington 
Coal bill, and the Camberwell Water Works 
bill^ with several amendments, in which they 
deiced the concurrence of the house. -^llie 
amendment of the lords to* the Maidstone 
Poor bill, to the Paddingfon Coal hilt, and 
to the Camberwell Water works bill, were 
levcrally taken into cor.^kleration. oh the 
motions of sir J. Frederick, Mr. Huskisson, 
and Mr. Tierney, and appearing to be only 
in fortherance of the intentions of the house 
in passing the bills, were agreed to, and the 
^ same ordered to be signified to the lords.-— 
A new writ was ordered on the motion of 
Mr. Sturges Boarne, for the election of a 
6f the Shire for the County of Down 
in Ireland, in the room of the right hon* 
Viscount Castlereayh, who had accepted the 
‘‘^1 place of one of His Majrsry*s Principal Secre- 
taries of Stare.— Mr. Long acquainted the 
house thar his majtfsty had been waited upon 
with the several addresses voted, and would 
be graciously plea.^d to give directions ac- 
cordingly.--Mf. Dent moved, that there be 
laid before the house an account of all the 
monies that had been paid to the Sierra Le- 
one Company, pursuant to grants of ParIL- 
> mentp together with the d^tes of each 
aient ; also an account of the JDisburrement 
of alt Sums granted by Parliament to the 
Sierra Leone Company. Ordered. — Mr. Dcnr 
gave notice, that he should, on ah early day 
next session, rnove for leave to bring in a bill 
for pointing a stop to the horrid practice of 
]loll-baitir2,->-«Mr, Tyrrcl, from the Office ol 
the Chammlain of the City of London, pret. 

* semed^t the bar several accounts relative to 
the Port of London and the different Dock^. 
Ordered to lie on the table.^Mr. C. Wynne 
moved, that there be laid before ihe house 
an Account of thenumber of Lunatics and In- 
sane Persons confined in tlx different Jails, 
Ii(> 05 es of Correction, Poor Houses, and 
Hooses.of Industry in England. Ordered. — 
Mr. Kinnaird moved, that there be laid 
before the house .in account shewing the, 
nqmf^er pf Shipwrights and Apprentices em-. 
(iloyed in his majesty's Dock- V^rds OQ the 
17th of May, 1804,*' together wlih sISveral 
other papers, with a view to the discussion 
oh jMr. Jeffery's moiion, which ’ t^crc , se» e- 
rally ordered. A message frooQi . t^e lards in*- 
fcrmed the house that their lordships. had su 
greed to the Indemnity bill, and the bill for 
iCOntinuiij\g ^e proceedings on the impeach- 
jmeni of lofd' Melville, notwithstanding any 
ptrorog^t;^ or dissolution of parliament. 

'[JQUlk'OF iScOTLANO}.— Mr. 
pu^s^ant to his notice of yesterday,' tpoved 
.thal tbeie be laid bef ore the hcusc an account 


of the Ministers' Stipend of the Kirk oFScof- 
lanj, specifying the stipend of each Pafish, 
with the augmentations lately made to them, 
and the stare of the Tiends in each ; as also 
an account of the population of each Parish, 
arrani^ed alphabetically, with other account^ 
of a similar nature. 

The Secretary at fVflr wished the hon. 
gent, had st ated some ground for this mo- 
tion, because, though if upon grounds he did 
not mean to oppose it, yet it appeared to him 
to require very good jirounds indeed to justi- 
i fy the ex pc nee and trouble that the produc- 
I lion of such acc^ unis must inevitably create. 
He did not think that, even on parliament- 
ary grounds, a paper was to be given on the 
mere motion fbr it, without adducing any 
satisfactory reason. Such a proceeding be- 
sides, he was certain, would create a very 
extraordinary .sensation in that part of the 
country. 

Mr. Kiftnaird sXTiXed, as the object of his 
motion, cert.nn regulations respecting the 
Tiends and Stipends applicable to the support 
of the Scotland, which were at 

present on a confused system, and not in a 
fair state of proportion. , Had he expected 
any opposition to the motion, he should npt 
have brought it forward on so short a notice ; 
but he did not at all see be* the trouble or ex- 
pcncc ancnding the rnnking out of those ac- 
counts could be so great as the right hon. 
genr. wished to represenr. T hat part of the 
motion that related to ilie population, it was 
true, might be attended with’ some difficulty, 
and therefore he had n») g»eat objections to 
withdraw tliat part of his motion. 'The ac- 
counts might be made our during the ^^cc^s 
of pailiaincnr, and be ready to be presented 
to the house by the beginning of next *«eFsi< n. 

Mr. /J, Divida* tlmng' t it would be im- 
practicable tor the cltrg\ men to make such 
returns as thrse moved for, without a great 
deal of time and trouble. The discussion of 
sdeh a subject would givti rise to no small de- 
gree of alarm in that part of j(he country , and 
therefore thx hon.. gcnf. should be aware of 
the grounds of h^s motion before intioducing 
so delicate d topic. He advi-ecMhe hi n. 
gent, to fake the summer monrhs^jp^considcr 
of it, and to converse on it wiili ):>enple who 
were well acquainted with the subject. — Mr. 
Kinnaird, after some observations, withdrew 
his motion. 

[Trotter’s Indemnity Bill.] — Mr.' 
Whitbread moved, that the h^rds amendments 
ra {he Indemnity bill be taken into constde- 
raiiori, "" 

I'he Sfeahr acquainted the house, that 
numerous amendments had been made by the 
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lord> to thiii hill, many of which amounted 
to diiect (dc^Tations, in a cl.tuse cont.iining 
pf )vUions relating ’o the application of pub. 
lie money* I'Hesc were amr ndmenis which 
the housi; nevtT could agree to, and it would 
he for the hon.rnunberorai y other hon. mem- 
ber to dispose of fheamendmenrshy the course 
u&mdiy adopted on such occasions. — The 
amendments were then ordered, on the mo- 
tion of Mr, Whitbre-id, to lie taken into fur- 
ther consideration this day three months. 

Mr. Whitbread then m ved for, and obtain- 
ed leave to bring in a bill which should in- 
cludethe lords amend mcnts,s<tving thereby the 
privileges of the boils'^. — The bill was brought 
in by Mr. Whitbread, and read a first and 
second time; it then passed through a commit- 
tee, and was ordered to be engro-^sed. On 
the motion that the hdl be read a tnird time. 

Sir William Rfford declared himself to l>c 
still of his former opinion respecting thepro* 
priet> of indemnity ing the persons who might 
give evidence on the iin{)eachment of lord 
Melville from civil .vuits. it was material to 
the ends of justice that ihcir tesjj *]j,ony should 
not be biassed by any apprehensioi^A for the 
consequences chat might result to themselves, j 
It was aho material co lord Melville, if lie 
sbbuld lie acquined of the crimes imputed to 
him, that no impression should remain on 
the public mind, as if the witnesses might 
not l ave given full testimony from the in 
flticnce of their pcrsoild appieheusions. Jle 
hoped and trusted the hou^e would support its 
own intentions, and direct the Attorney Ge- 
neral to stay proceedings in the civil suit 
against Mr, Trotter ; taking if for granted 
that the house would opt that course, he 
should not object to the tltird reading of the 
bill. — The bill was then read a third time 
and passed ; and Mr. Whitbread was ordered 
to carry it to the lords. 

Sir W» Elfird ihzw moved, pursuant to his 
notice of yesterday, that the Attorney-Gene- 
ral .be directed to stay all proceedings of ci- 
vil suit against Mr. Trotter. This motion 
being seconded by Mr. R. Dcnda^, 

Sir W, Elford moved that the order of the 
house of the 25 fh of April, directing the 
Accurney-^cneral to proceed against lord 
viscount Melvillc' Mr, Trotter, &c. by a ci- 
vil suit, be read; which being read accord- 
ingly, he farther moved that so much of the 
said order as relates to Mr* IVoiter be dis- 
charged, 

Mr, Whitbread was of opinion that the 
public were entitled to retribution', and as 
It was weft known that Mr. Trotter hid 
gained very considerable emoluments in the i 
public sciviccj should it turn out that those | 
4 ' ■ i 
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had been unduly obtained, room should be^ 
left open for recovery. The committee ap- * 
pointed to draw up the Articles of Impeach- 
ment w,.rc originally of opinion that anA- 
emption from criminal prosecution u^as aU 
that was necessary to indemnify the wirnesscac 
on this question, and great law authorities 
had since given it as their opinion, that being! 
exposed to a civil process could not justify a 
demurrer on the part of those witnesses. 

That point, however, had been referred it\ 
another place to the twelve judges^ and ic 
was therefore pren^ture to take it up bi^fure a 
judgment of such weight as thni must neces- • ^ 
sarily be, was given. He ^was nor absolutely 
hostile to the motion, but thought >« it h*^ \ ‘ 
better not be made in the present circum- < 
stances, 

Mr. Kinnaird did not think it fair in the ^ 
hon, l>art, after what he must have heard had ' * ' 
been done in another place, to come forward 
in this manner, and aniicipate the deci&ioo 
of the judges, to whom that point had been 
referred. It hod bci n determined in the 
other house, that norhitig should be done to 
preclude proper restitution, should it after* 
wards appear necessary. He did not incsn 
to>'iv that this ought to influence the vote of 
the nC^sc, but ccfiainly it should have great 
wcighr'*ti^ith them individually. la regard 
to Che bias mentioned by the hon. bart. as 
likely to operate on the miiiJs of the wit- 
nesses, in case of not receiving c»)m|)letc in* 
demniiy, were he to give bis opini .n fjreely, 
he would say that that complete indemnity 
would have the contrary effect to* suggest- 
ed by the hon. bart, 

T'hc Auaruey General was of opinion; that 
instead of adopting ’hi^ motion, some inter- 
mediate rneasurtf might be resorted to, such as 
that of a suspension oJ all civil proceedings, at 
least til!iheuext session of parliament, in re- 
gard to the high auihi/ritics alluded to, so faf 
as be might be supposed to be alluded to, he 
could only say that he had alwa)6 given irati 
his opiniv>n, that the one proceeding could, 
be no legal bar to the other, but at the same 
time he did not wish to give his opinion what 
the efiecc of a civil suit might uhimately be. 

Mr, C. vote approved of the idea ‘•uggest- 
ed by the learned gent, of suspending rather 
than dropping the proceeding in uuvsiijn, 
and confessed, that it ap'^e.ired to him in a 
diflferent light than if (onning a part of the 
bill to be sent Qp to the lonisl As doubts, 
however, existed on the subject, he did not 
think the house could be warranted in re- 
scinding their former vote in the present cir- 
cumstance*^. 

Lord Pet/j thought the proposiiion 





' of .,the bon. bart, xp the present circun^ 
stapces, extremely objectionable. .Shot^yidil 
b^jbought expedient at'ccrwards to lesetid 
iTifi resolution^ it would still remain 
Jfur the consideration of the hou'C after the 
twelve judges had delivered their opinion. 

* .Sir ir. £/forJ. said, his object in wishing 
the evidence to be free from all bias, u as 
pot to favour lord Mplvillc, but for better 
obtaining of public justice. He agreed to 
withdraw his motion^ and in the room of it 
moved, that the Attorney General be di- 
rected not to proceed in any civil suit against 
■ Mr. Trotter, till after the commencement 
/ of next session of parliament, which was or- 
/ ^red. ‘ 

[Case of Captain Wright.]— Mr. 
Windham^ in consequence of the notice tlutc 
had been given by his hon. friend (siroidney 
Srnitit) yesterday, rose to move for copies of 
the correspondence of government relative 
to the case of captain Wright. When he 
first took the liberty of mentioning the sub- 
ject to the house, he doubted whether he 
should conclude by moving for the papers, or 
coniioe himself to a srattmeru that might at- 
tract the attention of the houses His reason 
for haying adopted the latter course waq/oe- 
cause he thought the papers*, when pr^puced, 
would not shew the governtnent and ch< 
country in any advantageous light. }t was 
not G^ditable to seek redress by indirect 
means, through the intercession or media 
tion df other powers, when it ought ro have 
been insisted^pon as a matter oi^direct right. 
J3ut his^«tm. friend (sir Sidney Smith), ti^c 
• gallat^.oflFiCer on. the bench behind him, was 
of opinion, that . the production pf these pa , 
pers would be of service to capr. Wright, by 
publishing to the country and Kurope,’ the 
circumstances ofbis case ; and, with this view, 
he. meant to conclude with a motion for the 
papers* 1 he question < to consider was, 

' first, ;what W'as necessary for this country 
$q4o in order to maintain iu dignity^ and 
ind(*peudcnce ; . and sccondl/f. what .was ne- 
ci^ry to be done with awiew to the re 
iief pf.capt* Wright* As to what was oeces. 
aary to the country, he should only say, chat 
if we were once to confess we4orat no|; reta- 
liate, itwouU bean acknowledgement of /'i- 
ftfiprity, which*. must in the end be fatal, — 
A$ to jh«E second object. If we were to do to 
the French as (hey did t 6 us^ it would have 
an cfiect on the ieeliugs of the public in 
France, .and on ihe tnilicary, and Bonaparte 
wainol^^t of the reach of publie opinion.— 
now be governed by more 
gcf^Wt^'^clingH (han formcrly'r having at. 
stained the sumaui of his ambstioir, ht was 


alive to fame,. and not inse^ible to reproach., 
He could not be insensible to the reproach of 
havjug been actuated inoiivts of personal 
resentment against a gallant officer wliom he 
first knew at Acre, by the share he had in 
the ever glorious and memorable exploit in 
defence of that place* , The French ruler 
might therefore, from the influence of mote 
generous ^fceHDg 83 not less than the 

dread of the odium that be would encounter 
in France if the officers who might tallJnco 
our bauds should be treated with the same 
rigour as captain Wright, be ipduced to al- 
ter his conduct to that gallant officer. The 
right hon. gene, concluded by moving, **Tbac 
an humble address be presented to his ma- 
jesty^ that he will be graciously pleased to 
give directions, that there be laid before this 
hotisc, copies of' such correspondence as may. 
have taken place between his majesty's go- 
vernment and il)e government of France, or 
with that of any other country, relative to 
the treatment, or exchange, of capt* Wright, 
late of his majesty’s sloop Vincego, and now 
a prisone^,(ii^ar in close conlinement in 
France.' 

Sir Si Sf/ii'h in seconding the motion 
of his right hon, friend, felt that he was ac- 
quitting himself of a doty; a duty to bis 
gallant friend, and a duty he owed to every 
officer in the navy, A natural queiition 
would arise in the minds of gentlemen who 
heard him, what useful purpose was pro- 
posed to be answered by the production of 
the papers. To this he should answer, that 
three beneficial purposes would be promoted 
by if. First, it would afford a consolation 
to captain Wright in his solitary confinement, 
to find that he was not disowned by his go- 
vernment or by his country, and that the 
assertions of France with res^H'ct to him were 
not credited. He could from hia personal 
knotv ledge assert, that caprarin Wright had 
been regularly cinployed in the service of hia 
country. He held in his hand a document, 
written bv captain Wright himself, which 
with the leave of the house he proposed to 
read* This was the letter to the Admiralty, 
io. which captain Wright solicited to be acti- 
vely employed in the service of hit country, 
after the commcficement of the war* This 
communication had been followed by an 
offer of. the command of a sloop, which not 
beihg then equipped ready for service, his 
gallant . friend, anxious to be actively ein:^ 
ployed, xealous for the service of his < coon- 
and perfectly fearless of danger, was ap- 
pointed ro the command of the^incego*-— 
There were some circumstances attending 
ihe capture of that vessel, and the treatmeni 
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of cjmtain Wright, which miglit not be 
Jcnovm to many gentlemen ' present, and 
which, perhaps, had never reached the pre- 
sent mler of France. He should therefore, 
with the leave of die house, read a document 
on that subject. And here he should say, 
that the general, who first denounced cap- 
tain Wright to the French government, 
might have had a wish to promote his views 
with his government, by a display of his 
zeal ill its cause. The document lie alluded 
to WiW a letter from an officer of the Vincc- 
go, giving an account of her capture, and the 
subsequent treatment of ihc ^-apiahi and 
crew. This lettei had been written by an 
officer of the ^e;iscl, and unquestionably 
without any view to the use now made of it. 
—The gallant ofliccr here read the letter, of 
which the following is a copy : — ” We have 
at length arrived at our place of rest (Ver- 
dun) after a fatiguing inarch of near 800 
miles. Captain Wright was scparaled from 
us ai Vannes, and the men were afterwards 
taken from us atVerheuil: we were Uien 
com eyed to Pans, and lodged ic/ the Ab- 
baye ; so soon, however, as it bccani^ dark, 
ve were removed to the lemple, where, we 
were confined seven w eeks, three of which 
wc passed in solitary confinement. — As, per- 
haps, yon have heard the partic'ulars of nur 
being taken, I will give yoi* a sliort account. 
During our long cruize in Ciuiberon Bay, 
we were continually engaged witji the nu- 
merous gun-boat.s tJiat passed from one port 
to another witJi conv'oys j but having no pi- 
lot, and they keeping dose in shore, we 
were unable to do any tiling deci.sive j we, 
however, took two unarmed ve.ssel.s, one a 
schooner, laden w ith Hour, Arc. j and the 
other, a national lugger, with 2000 oars for 
the gun-boats ; this last, from our want of 
men, we were obliged to destroy 3 the other 
arrfved safe in England. The day before w'e 
were taken, wc ilrove a sloop and a lugger 
ashore, near St. Gelda's. On the morning, 
at day-light, we discovered a number of ves- 
sels coming out of the Morbihan, and a cor- 
vette of 18 long 18- pounders lay at anchor 
close in shore. ’ The Viiicego w^as at this 
time becalmed in a strong tides way, which 
drifted us close on a rock, which was avoided 
by dropping our anchor; when the tide 
slacked, having taken a poor man from a I 
fishing boat as pilot, we attempted to take 
the Tennis Passage, but from Ins fears or ig- 
norance, he WHS of no use, and went down 
below. We now trusted to chance. Wp 
were in a narrow and intricate passage; 
without an air of wind ; numerous cuii- 
VoL. V. ‘ ® 
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boats coming rapidly up with us ; our meh» 
who had been up all night, and had labour^ * 
ed tlirec hours at the oars in a sultry motn^ 
ing, where quite exliausted ; and finding 
escape impOR.sib]e, the captain ordered tho 
ship’s broadside to be swept to, and an en- 
gagement was kept up against such fcarfiil ^ 
odds, for more than two hours, when out 
firing almost wholly ceased, three of tho 
guns being dismounted, and the rest incum- 
bered with lumber, from tiie falling of ilie 
booms, their supporter having been shot f * 
aw'ay. The men falling fiist, the foremast * jK- 
nearly shot away, and the vc.ssel nearly 
sinking, captain Wright was forced to l^il 1 ^ 
that he had .struck, just in time to save tucLyllr j 
livc.s of the few that could keep the deck, as 
the gmi -boats were rowing up alongside, 
with inmuaons troops to board. He him- 
self was wounded in tlie thigh early in the 
iU'tion by a gra])C shot, but never left the 
fleck. Wc lament bis separation from us, 
as we would the ab.sence of our dearest 
friends. His manners arc those of a perfect 
gentleman; his abilities of the first class; 
and his bravery only equalled by his gene- 
ro^ty and humanity. In his deportment to 
his >>h*riors he appears in the most amiable 
point ^ view, it being that of .1 kind and 
benev olent father. Indeed I have not words 
to express my admiration of his chanacter.” 

— Here the hon. and gallant officer was so 
overpowered by the weight of his feelings, 
tJiat lie was for some time deprived oT arti- 
culation, and in the end obliged to break oft" 
abruptly. , 

T he Chnncdlor of the Exchequer saiSij he • 
had no sort of objection to the production of 
die papers moved for by the right hon. gent. 

As there was no objection to their produc- 
tion, it was not desirable to make any obser- 
vation upon them ia the present instance. 
When die papers .should he on die table, the 
house would be able to judge of what had 
been done, as well as whether any further 
steps were necessary. But, as the motion 
then stf)od, it appeared to Jiim that some ad* 
ditioiial papers were necessary in ordtT: to 
bring the matter fully before the house,— 

The motion was dien agreed to, as also, on 
the motion of the chancellor of the exche* 
quer, ** that there be laid before the hquso 
a copy of a letter "from William Mar.sclen, 
esq,, to Eciwanl Cooke, esf]., under secret!^ 
of state, dated the 17 th of July, ISOI, with 
a copy of its inclosure, from Mr. Riviere, of 
the marine department at Paris. And also, 
a copy f)f a letter from Edward Cooke, esq;, 
to William Marsden, es<j., secretary to tho 
3 n 
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Iprds* commissioners of tho admiralty, in 
answer thereto, dated the 28rh Ao^st, ) 804.” 

LThiko Naval Report ] Sir j. Ham- 
Qnd, pursuant to notice moved, that there 
be laid before the house a copy of the me- 
morial of the commissioners of the navy, in 
^iiawcr to the third report of tlie conimis- 
sioners of naval enquiry. 

The Speaker obser\ed, that it was usual 
to allow lion, members, when aflccled by 
any particular charge, to be heard in llieir 
i.\ justllication, or to present a petition on the 
. subject. It was also coi\ipetent to the house 
• ' to order any ofbcial do(Timerjt from any do* 
f ! piytment of the executive g<A’erumcnt. Hut 
'y-*t would be tor the house to ('onsider Iuav 
far the paper moved f >r by the lion. baroiuM, 
being a memorial from tlie coniiuissionc rs 
of the navy, was or was not of either de- 
scription. 

Sir A. Hamond observed, by what liad 
fallen from the chair, that his motion was | 
irn'gnhir, and expressed his willingness | 
til her to move for the paper as a petition, or | 
a l«'fi<*r. I 

'1 - e ChnftCi'JIoT uf the Enhci/uer thought 
tb it lh<’ rcgiil'ir inode would be ^oinovtj.for 
a eop\ of t^'ie letter ol the adiniralt/f in- 
closing the niciuonal of the c on uv/f.rsi oners 
of the n:uy. 

'I'lie Sptvhcr agreed, tnat in that shape 
the paji’*' would come under the description 
of au oflie*.’' docurn* nt. 

Mr. //^. Dickenson stated the reason why 
the adi ninthly commissioners had not laid 
the mcwlOTial before the house to be, that 
• it w«?r> a memorial from the commUsioners 
of the navy to the house, transmitted to them 
for their inspection, and they had thought it 
would come more regularly before Uie house 
from the commissioners of the navy. 

Mr. Kitiiiuird had heard with pleasure 
what had fallen from tJie chair. A memo* 
rial could not be presented a.s a petition, l)e- 
causc no prayer was to be ff)nnd in it. F ? 
thonglu it rather e.vtraordinary that the third 
report of the naval enquiry should have been 
tv.' years on the tablb, without any notice 
being taken of itj and that now% on the 
day preceding the expected separation of 
parliament, a motion .should be made for 
thc^prwluction of a memorial in answer to 
it.. This motion ought to halve been made 
earlier in the session, when the whole sub- 
ject should have been taken into considera- 
tion. Were the commi.s.sjpners of the navy 
preparing answers to a]l the reports ? Did’ 
they mean to answer the sikth report. 


which contained serious charges against tliem 
by meuK^rial ? The more manly and ean- 
xlid way would have been to have moved, 
that the report be taken into consideration. 

Sir A, Hamond repeated the reasons as- 
signed by him on a former occasion for not 
having brought the subject forward before. 
He had l(\st no time after the report had 
been laid before the house, in acquainting 
the lirst lord of (he admiralty tluit the navy 
board wished to have the charges up(m them 
fully investigated, but he could not obtain 
lus consent to lay the memorial before the 
house. 

Mr. Giles observed, that when the me- 
morial had been laid before the first lord of 
the admiralty, in answer to tlic first report, it 
was eorwidored by him so otFensive, that he 
.said if it were l.iid before the hoU'jC, he 
should look e.pon it as a personal in.snlt. 

1 The Chance! lot of the Krehef/uer tibserved, 

I that if the first lord had said th.at he would 
I have looked upon the production of theiut- 
niorial in answer to the first report a.s a per- 
sonal ij>xit7^1uii was a reason why the com- 
mlVsioners of the navy should nrit consult 
him (fii the Mibjeet of the* inemoi Lil in an- 
swer to this report. 

Sir C M. Euh thought it nee«ssai*y to 
guard the house and the public against the 
ctlect of nx'eiving a memori.al wliieli was but 
the as.sertion of pcrson.s against whom ‘se- 
rious charges existed, for a neglect ol’ their 
duly. Ho did not mean to objeia to the mo- 
tion, but the pa]>ers moved for contained 
1 only the assertions of the eonniiissioners of 
the navy, and Hut on oath. The rommis- 
sioners of inqiiiiy had discharged their duty 
with zeal and fidelity, in the aniuoii.s task 
that had been inlmsred to tliem, and under 
peculiar ditliriilties. From tJie calumnies 
that were thrown out against (hem iii^he 
house, and pcrliajrs out of it, he thought it 
was impossible for them to cairy on the bu- 
siness for which they Jiad been appointed. 
They had di.«charged tJicir. duty under the bill 
[ now within a few hours of expiring, and he 
I took the opportunity of .saylj»g, that he really 
thought it would be impossible for them to 
I go on any longer with benefit t5 tlie public. 

[ He hoped the hou.se would find before next 
I session of parliament persons more capable 
i of doing the bu.siness ; he w^as sure they 
I could not find any iliat w ould do it with more 
zeal or fidelity. 

The Stcretai'y at U'etr wished to know 
;who ever doubted the zeal of the hon. gent.? 
The questiotf now was, whether, wJicii se-. 
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r'.oiis charges were preferred against tljc coin- 
jin.'.'i^oners of the navy, they slioiiKl be al- 
lowed to give in ilienanswt‘i to .sneb charge-.? 

Mr. Ktun iinl wonld nrn object to tiie 
motion, proviilcd the memorial vas not to 
bo consitlercd as an answer to the report, 
being otily assertions, without tlio sanction 
of an oath. 

Hic yltiorneij f/cz/mt/ thought llic memo- 
rial could noi ho con-iidercd in any other 
ligl i than a^. an answer to the rcjxat, ’’J oe 
liou.w could not know on whit gi omuls the 
commis.,ioner>. ot na\al eiujuirv conl.l not, 
as stated by the hnn. liaroiuM, proccv'd with 
the l)iisiness of theii enf|nirv. It was caan- 
petent to any lion, member to nune, tlial 
any of the reports be taken into con'-id<‘iMti(<ii. 

Mr. Johnsluue protested against the allow'-- 
ing the assi’i lions of tlie parly accused by the 
rcjiort fo have etpial wciglil with the renori. 

Air. Cntviing protcsleii alsongalnt the doc- 
trine of not lieaiing the .N'cnsed parly. It 
nir.sl he rceol!e<'ted, tliat in the eleventh re- 
port llie eoniniissionei s ot irn al eiujuiry had 
lliiown out ( Irl^ge^ agaiiM tbi. navy boaul, 
whicli were afiti wards <’vunined ‘h/ the 
<:< nimitt(‘e of the JiouiO, and the nav y board' 
were lomid not to have he. n at all in fault. 
A similar thing might again oanr. Even 
the. leiilh report was revised hy a c<*ininitl('e, 
and I'vidence he.'id before llie 1 ; IK were 
pa-sed which were gromide<l <in it. Such 
lud been the eon.slaiit praclici* of tic* lumvc, 
as pivsciibed by tlu*. rul<w <>f justice. — 'rhe 
nu tioii oi .sir A. llamoiul w;is agicecl to. 

I Fi\* v:;ri \l I'roi’ositions. I — Mr. 7 (j//z 7- 
stoNi’ 111- u'd till* or.ler of tiie «lay for rciiim- 
ing the lUbale on J.is lin.iiu i.il ])ropositioiis, 
‘'oe p. 7.11. 'The lion gt*iit. tlieii moved one 
ol }]is rc-nluiion-. .‘aler a brief statement, 
tJiai he hj<l the .satisl.i- ticai to find that tho 
^lit hon. the chancellor <'l the exchequer 
afi'c'cd in most of Ins je-oliUions. 

TJjc Chaur 'lhtr uf the Ju'citi ffurr uh<Qrv- 
ed, that h* had no ohjc< tion to agree to ma- 
il / of the hon. gent ’.s rrsolntions in preeise- 
Jy tlie same worel.s, and that others of them 
he j)iop{)v,ed to alter the lonn of. — ^I'he rcso- 
Kuions \\vi(M*lu'ii severally pul, and such of 
ilieorigiind (»ije< as v.erv‘ to he alt<-red, were 
got rid of l)y the previous qiiCitlon, .'^nd tJuise 
piopose<l l)y I lie chancelloi of the ('xehe- 
queragiced to m llieir ste.id. —Adjourned. 

OF 1. /)K ns. 

Dill'!}/, July 12 . 

rDoicK or Anioi.L's Cr..\i,'r. — Tlio L%rd 
L.\u:;odhh sta'ed the le-'idr. uf the deiibera- 


J2, IS05. — King's Speech. 

tlons of the committee respecting the rnes* 

.s.ige sent by tJic commons, in an-^wer to a -- 
message fia^m their loiddnps, of the 5th in- 
stant, du'siring tliat they woviid eonimuni- 
cale the evideiico on w hich facts slated 
in the <inke of Aiholl’s t ompeiisation bill 
weie foiuided, and which the vommons re- 
tiisctl. His lordship nuived, inconsequence, 
lliai a message .should he sent to the com- 
nit/iis, .stalinp, that the me.ssage sent by 
their hirdships on the 5lh instani, appeared 
to fluanto In* roiiforinable to the practice of 
iKinhainent, ■*ueh pvai'tice having lx*cn for*! 
the oinimoii'. to (‘ommiinicate to the lords 
ev.Jcncf. t<niching iao{s .slated in any bill soiitjf^ 
lip trom the (omnions to their •lordsftipsV^ 
home. I'liis mode i.-f I'roec'cding the nob))5\^.J^ 
.iiul jean led Joi\l eoiueivetl tohj llie best, as 
it evidently jq peaied by a precedent in 1/86, 
that the commons then coii'-idcred that 
ihoiigh tliev c\‘uld tui( communicate infor- 
mation gtncrally w ith respect to the reasons 
on wdiiidi ihtw liad grounded a bill, lliat liny 
couM a:i-d did tinai eoinmuifh ate evideiue 
relating to tiie iiu Is slalcil in sicli bill. He 
cojK’fMVisI therefore (hat tiie message wdiiiU 
he had movcil 1) be sent' tiz ihi’ <'ommoj\'{ 
\V(-^iM hi^Vi ^atisf t, lory e\pl:.n itlon of fhe 
ojiiiiirpi ot iioiise ujic ii this selijeci, 

whilst ft at the same time s.:’. c llicir 

lordship. priviU — d ] e in.' .sage was im- 

inedia’cly ^eiii l.) hoU'C of comnum.. 

[Kj\(.'s )*i 1 1 nX— d'lie LorJ Chrn^ 

crUor th'n st. ted tnhL,l»^'**nr:^'+ty had 
Iveii pl.\«.cl to j^sue t.vi) comr.iis.sion^, 

I’ue fi r gi.jj'n |lu* lovcd ijt to <’er- 
la.n hill-. a:id th.e oilier I 'l* {no^i^ ^guin g, 
jMi i’.a.ecni. 'fiu' iu ns-’ was adji.nrntVijfoTa 
-hiai time, aiicr w hich the aixlib. hcqi of 
C'liUcrbui;. , the lord ( b.raieerior, carl C in - 
d. n, an I iowl IJaw hc-bury came in in tin ir 
an<i looh liu. ir seats as iiis maje.sty’a 
commissioners. I’lie dejmty usher of the 
hi. ck rod w'as sent to require the attendance 
<vf the commops. After some time had 
elapsed, tlie .speaker, attended hy the wdioJe 
house, appened at the bar, wlien the royal 
assent was given by commission to the Con- 
solidated Fniul hill, the iluke of Athol]’« 
C\»mpens:ition hill, il:e PhiteCrlass nuly bill, 
rhe Memhers ol Par!i..menL JkuikrupL Privi- 
lege bill, till- Impe.ac’imcnl Procc<?dings Con- 
liraution bill, Tiutler’s Indemnity bill, the 
Smuugling Prevention hill, the 'Jowuileian 
(.'cdlectioii bill, the (Camberwell \N'ater 
Work.s bill, the I’iiames Ttinnel bill, tlie 
Vaiidmgton Canal ('oal bill, the Maidstone 
Poor bill, and four i>rivaic bills. 

"J he iAtnl tiien, in his maj« s- 

,'» 11 2 
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tj^’s name, delivered the following speech. 

'' My Lo’ds and Gentlemen, 

We have it in command from his majesty 
to express the satisfaction with which he has 
ebsen’ed tlie proofs you have given in the 
present session of your constant regard for 
the honour of his crown, and the interests 
of his dominions j and parlicul uly the mea- 
sures which yon have adopted for stieiiglh- 
cning his majesty’s hands at this important 
conjuncture, by tlie augmentation of tlie 
disposable military force ot the kingdom.” 

C ** Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

' His majesty has directt\i us particularly 
^ vto thank you in his majesty’s name, for the 
/ zeafl and liberality with which you have 
Jl^anted the large supplies which the ncccsui- 
ly of the public service has required. 

“ Mjr I,ords and Gentlemen, 

His majesty has not yet been enabled to 
communicate to you the result of the nego- 
tiations in which he is engaged with powers 
oil tbo continent ; but you may rest assured 
tliat no step will be omitted on his majesty’s 
part, for ])romoting such a concert as may 
afford the best prospect of restoring general 
and permanent 6*an<]uillity j or may, if ne^- 
cessary, furnish the means of » 'ii?llin^'ith 
vigoiu- the continued encrftc, j1 \ me iits^ i the 
part of the French gov^' c ./chT; which 
threaten, every day more r.id more, the li- 
berty and independence, Jt all the nations of 
Europe." 

Ilia*: ihe .Aon for proroguing the 

parliament was read. After which | 

The Lord Chancellor said : j 

^ ^y Lords and Gentlemen, I 

Ayi'irtiie of his majesty’s commission un- 
der the great seal, to us and other lords di- 
rected, and now read, we do, in his majes- 
ty’s name, and in obedience to liis com- 
mands, prorogue this parliament to Tliurs- 
clay the 22d day of August next , to be then 
here holden ; and this parliament is accord- 
ingly prorogued to Thursday tlie 22d day of 
August next.” — commons tlu*n with- 
drew from the bar, and their lordsliips re- 
tired, 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday^ July 12. 

[Memorial of the Navy Board in 
ANSW^BR TO THE ThIRD NaVAL RePORT.] 
— ^Mr. Dickenson, jun. presented to the 
house, pursnant to their order ; a copy of a 
letter from the navy board to Willram Mars- 
den, esq. dated 4tli July 1804, inclosing a 
. memorial to tlie house of commons, in an- 


swer to the third report of tlie commission- 
ers of n.ival enquiry. — On the motion 'that 
this lelUtr, &c. should be laid on the table, 
Mr. Kinnntrd rose and expressed bis sur- 
prise that a document of this nature sliould 
have been brought before the house at this 
very late period of the session, and his re- 
gret that he should, from a sense of duty, 
feel himself obliged to intempt tiie tranquil- 
lity of the house bv opposing the jiresent 
motion. Jt was in Ins mind, and he believ- 
ed in that of every disp.issionate man, a mat- 
ter of astonislimeiit, ihat this paper .should 
have been brought forward that day, in pre- 
cisely the same objectionable form which 
urged gentlemen to lesist the ordi*r for its 
protluction the iireceding day. After the 
observation wdiirli the house had heard from 
the chair, ibe circumstance was jicculiarly 
remarkable. Rut the hon. gent, w ho made 
the motion, seemed lo imagine that his in- 
geiuiity had contrived to evade the object ions 
of the chair j that hon. gent, probably fan- 
cied that by enclosing the memorial of the 
navy boajj^ iw a letter to the lords of the ad- 
mj’: every difficulty as to form w'as oh- 

’nated. He, however, conceived tliat the 
hon. gent, was mistaken, and that mistake, 
as it related to the proper form of present- 
ing papers to that house, wdiich was a consi- 
deration by no moans mi important, was in 
his judgment fatal to this motion. It was 
insulting to the house to attempt to press the 
introduction of a pai)er in this shape, and 
the attempt itself w as, under such circum- 
stances, a most unworthy expedient. Whal! 
to make the admiralty the channel of com- 
munication with that house ; to make a cor- 
respondence witli the one. the mode of ad- 
dressing the other ! I'he thing was not to be 
allow'od, and he tmsled the same objections 
to such a course which the liouse liad h^d 
the preceding day from ihe chair, wouliRc 
again pressed that day. I’he mode of pro- 
cedure resorted to on ibis occasion, the hon. 
gent, w^as clearly of opinion, betrayed a fear 
of enquiry on the part of the navy b(»ard. 
He sincerely believed that it vvould go forth 
to the country that such a feafr w as entertain- 
ed, that the navy board, far from being 
“.nxious for inquiry into their conduct, 
sought the shelter of official authority, and 
w'ere forward to avail themselves ' 1 expe- 
dients. Independently of the reasons ofter- 
ed the preceding day against the production 
of these papers, the hon. gent, observed, that 
an argument sufficiently strong to justify op- 
positiorrhad since occurred. The house had 
heard a declaration from one of tlic respect- 
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able commissioners of naval inquiry, (sir C. 
Pole) Vhirh served to shew how much the 
calumny of oflioe was employed to depre • 
ciate that highly incriiorious commission. 
To . efute, to expose the injustice of such ca- 
lurnn/, nothing but inquiry was necessary 
\vit:i respeet to the naval commissioners, 
and he challenged the hon. baronet (sir A. 
S. Hamond) to enter upon it, not in any ir- 
regular clandestine manner j in t under the 
patronage of otlicc, but in the lace of day, 
and before a committee of that house. Be- 
fore such a committee, before any fair tribu- 
nal, the commissioners ot r.aval inquiry were 
ready to submit their conduct to the fullest 
and closest investigation. wished tor 

inquiry, in order to guard against inisrej)!*.*- 
sentation ; in order to provide against the 
impression whii h the iiisiimations of gentle- 
men on the tuMsury' bench were enlculatot! 
to produce. The nature, indeed, of such in- 
sinuations was such, (liat, combined with 
impediments thrown in the way ot the na- 
val commissioners, and the oblo<iHy to which 
they were subjected throngli tlk^ activity of 
oftieial slander, it peculiarly behowd ^hc 
house to take care tliat no document sboulrf 
go abroad, such, probably, as that to wdiich 
the motion referred, which might in any de- 
gree tend to give tlie w'arrant or authority of 
its name to any censure upon the naval com- 
missioners. If such censure were pro- 
iuuinced, if the prejudices of those wiio had 
huch ample means of infoicing their slanders 
were supported by the authority of that 
house, there was but too much reason to ap- 
prehend that, before next sessions, the 
country might be deprived of the services of 
those eminently deserving men, who never 
could be deprived of tlie gratitude of fhoir 
country nr 'll, and wJio possessed, he was 
lujjU' satistied, the approbation of a decided 
iBfority of that house, and the conlidence of 
all the intelligent impartial men in the 
country. Tliis consideration would, he 
trusted, in addition to tlie conscioiisnc.ss of 
their own rectitude, induce the giMillemeii 
who composed thcjiaval commission to look 
dowm with scorn on their calumiiiator.s, and, 
spurning Uie efforts used to impede their 
exertions, to prosecute the cour&e in which 
they hiul been he letoforc engaged so much 
to their own honour and the public benefit. 
—The lion, member alluded to some of the 
arguments used the preceding day, w'hen he 
w'as called to order hy Mr. S. Bourne, w'ho 
pronounced that kind of allusion disorderly. 

The Speaker stated, that it was certaiiSy 


not correct to refer to arguments used in a 
former dt'bate. 

Mr. A 77 ?w< 7 tVry resumed. It had been .said 
by the gent, opposite, that an anxiety had 
been .shewn to avoid any iinjuiry into the 
conduct of the late admiralty board by the 
disposition which was nwnifested to msist 
the introduction of this paper. In answer 
to this he should declare, (hat nothing could 
be more con.ionrint to the wish of that board, 
than that a full .iud lair investigation of their 
conduct should be instituted. But what in- ^ - 
vcsiigation ' wdiat inquiry ? One by tliis,. 
hoiis(‘ ; not men'ly the calumnious as.sertions . 
of persons now in olfice. It W’as, in hisopi-f % 
nion, a gieat reproMch to the gciitltfuicn op*J^ 
po.sitc; it w as in the highest degree deroga-V. 
lory to tlieir char.u tcr, ifial they were not 
prepared to demand an impiirv, (a proper hi- 
<]uiry) by a coinmitiee of the house of com- 
mons. lie regretted more pariicnlarly, after 
the declaration made by the hon. baronet 
last night, that they had not enough of fair- 
ness in their disiiositiori, or of confidence in 
their innocetice to demand such an inquiry. 

He considered it as very extraordinary, that 
"'t so late period of the session such a nie- 
inov^al shoiuJ^e presented at all ; he should 
consiuer it .still Wiore extraordinary if it were 
received atfiEM '\iat had liecn declared from 
the chair the pn’y^cling night, tJiat this was 
not the proper moY-'» of presenting such a 
memorial. % 

Sir //. S. Hfimovd brder . ' 410 ap- 

pealed to the speaker, wdu'ther or not the 
mode in which the memorial had been pre- 
sented w^as not in strict coiifurmily tojais ob- , 
servations. 

The Speaker observed, th.at to the way in 
wliich the memorial had been originally of- 
fered, lu* bad certainly urged an objec- 
tion, that it was irregular in siicli a manner 
to receive the memorial of iiuhviilnals. He 
liad then stated tw o ways by which the facts 
contained in that rncmori.d could he intro- 
duceil to tht* knov\ ledge of ilic house. The 
first was by means of a petition iVcm the 
coiiimissloners of tlie n.:\ y, pie ullng griev- 
ances and pra\ ing for redress j the other by 
moving for the production of such oflicial 
correspondence as miglu contain tlie matter 
which it w as deemed desirable to lay before 
the house. On the 30tli of April a siniilar 
mode had been adopted, in conformity to 
which tlic motion of yesterday had been 
framed. 

Mr. Sheridan requested that the debate 
might be su.speiided fir a few nilniitesp to 
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allow him to present a petition from captain 
Wood reJative to tliv* conduct of admiral 
Duckworth in the West Indies. The serjeant 
at arms then announced a message th)ni die 
lonlg. 

Mr. Sheridan, however, .seemed de.sirous 
of proceeding, wh<“n 

The Speaker saiil, that, conformably to 
the usage of parliament, wln'n nu-Mscngers 
from the lords dem.iiuled admittance, they 
should be called in, even in the midd ol‘ a 
debate. — ^'I'lie mes.siige w is, I’lat the lords 
^ had commanded them to aetjuann this house, 
“ that the lords have taken the message of 
the commons, of the tilth day ot July in- 
A sthnt, i\*lating to the message' of the lords, 
r^requesting the ('omin ms to < ommiinicate to 
the lords the evidence upon which l.!e\ pass- 
ed the hill, inlitulod, no a<'t for settling and 
fecLiring a certain annuity on John now duke 
of Atholl, and the Je irs general (»f the se- 
venth earl of Derby, ai.d inform the com- 
mons, that the lords iiiteiulevl, by their 
nieshage, to request dj'* commons tt) com- 
municate the infonu-ition laW hef'»rc the 
commons relatiirg to the facts staled in the 
laid bill ns the gnnind and foundation th*‘pr*’ 
of; and the lords eonreivq, isac'.u:,!- 

ing to the piacticcof paniuiltcatf^t^Ce lords 


to request of the commons such information 
touching bilks passed by them.” The mes- 
sengers liaving withdrawn, it w'as ordered on 
the motion of lord Gleiibervie, “ that a 
message be sent to the hjrds, to acquaint 
their lordships, that the cqmmon.s have taken 
their lordships me-.sige, of this day, into 
consideration } but in.ismuch a.s tlic natn:r 
of the bill, mentioned in their lonKldps 
message, was for tlie express purpose of 
making a ilisjmsition of public money, the 
omimons conceive that the claim asserted in 
their lorildiips message is not warranted by 
the practice of parliament, and doth intrench 
upon the riglils and privileges of the com- 
iiioiH, liom which they can never depart.” 

'J‘hc deputy usher of thebl.iuk rod then made 
Ills appe.iiuiice, and desired the al tendance 
of til. I'oiHif in the house of jx'ers, to he ir 
the birds i ■ inu-.sioiicrs give the royal as- 
.senL to .se'icral puidic and priv.de hills. 
The spe.ikcr, Vv ith llie whole of llic mcm- ■ 
bers j>rest‘nt, \v<‘nt up ai'conhngly to the 
house of lords, and on his return, calling 
the members round tiu tabl* , r. rid to them a 
the spci'i'h ; after ul. ' the- nu'ni- 
■her.s separated — ^Tlnis I’lidediln* third ses- 
sion )\ ill.’ second parh.uiv'Mi tifthe Ihnted 
Kingdom ol Clrcal P»nrani aiul iicland. 
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LIST OF PURLTC ACTS 


Pasml in the Third Sesswn rif the Second Parliament of the United Kingdom rf Great 
Biitain and h eland , and in the A.^th Year (f the Heign of His pres, nt Jiajesty, 
George III. with the Date of their meeting the liusfu! ^i..<ent. 


Chap I. An Act for coniinuinj; ;inil j^raii'in't 
to Hii* Majesty certain Duties upon Malt in 
Great Britain^ for the Scivicc ot tlic Year jSc 5 
[7tl) Ftb. 1 

а. An Act for ronrintiiug an»^ granting to l''i 
Majesty a Duty on i'ensions, DHi ts, anti pers *iial 
ISstaics, in Bnglanrlf anti certain Diuic*^ on stijjar, 
Malt, Tobacco, and Sn nil', in Girat rita.n, for 
the Service of the Year i8i v [vtli Fcl> ] 

An Act to remedy ct rtain (hnihs.iuis in an 
Act, passed in the last Session ol Pai lianitnr, in- 
tituled, * An Act fur the Rtlief of ccrtaiti Insol- 
\cnt Dehtoi s.' f 7tli Fell.] 

4. An Att to rontiiine, until Six Wetks after 
the Ct-mmcncemcnt of the ikxI Session ot Par- 
liainent, an Act, made in the hist Session of Par- 
liament, for continuing in Act to empower the 
J.ord LiciitMiaiit, or other Chief Governor or 
(iovcrnorii of lielaiid, to anpiehend and detain 
such Persons as he or they sluill suspect It'r con- 
•i'iiiiig ag. inst His Majesty's Pci son and Ckivcui- 
nn lit, [i2clieb.J 

5. An Act for explaining and amendingan v 
made* in the Foity iliird ^ car of His prcsci t Ma- 
jc ty, for cunsolK atiog ceitain of the I'lovtsioiis 
routained in any A«.t or Actsielating to the i)u 
fif i under the Managtmeni of tlic Couimi .«;joi)< I^ 
for the Aifaiis of taxes, ai fl for aniciiding (he 
saMic, *>0 far as rclatts to the Power of acungas 
Co,ninis>,ionei\i in retrain Districts. ['i^dPcb.J 

б . An Act to iiiciciniiity such Person*, in ihc 
1/11 itrd Rii!i:dom as have omit led to c]u ili^y them- 
si-lvcs tor Olliccs ai'd Hniploymcnts, and lor tX' 
tniiliiig ilie times limited for those Purpo*^cs ic> 
s.)i.ctivc!y, until the I iveniy tiUh Day of Dc- 
ct.ii-l)cr ibc^; to pcimit such Pcisons in Gieat 
iiritciiii a 1 have omitted to make and 6 lc Aliidaviis 
o» the Llxccuti n of Jiulniiuies of ('kiks to At- 
torn ie*; and ^(dicitois lo iii.ikc and file the b.imc, 
on or* bv.f*iie ihc fii M Day of Michaelmas leim 
I'icj. [2 id Feb.J 

t Aii Act for raising the Slim of Thice* Mil- 
s by Loan,^ on lixcliequcr ’ ills, for the strvice 
of Gieat Britain, for the- Year ("lid Ftb. | j 

8. An Act for rimendiiig an Act, pa s d in tlic* 
list Session of Parliament, lor granting additional 
Annuities to ihc Prpprittois of Stock, cieacrd by 
two Acts, passed in the *l hirty seventh an For- 
ty-second Ye<irs of iiis present Majesty, frst 
March.] . _ 

fj. An Art for allowing Vt.s.sek employed in the- 
Greenland W’halc-fishciy to ccmpictc ihcii full 
FJumber of Men at certain Ports for the picsciii 
Season, [ist Maich.] 

10. An Act for making furtlier Piovision foi 
the effectual Pcil'orniancc of Qnaiaiilinc. fiztli 
March J 

II. An Act for granting - ertain additional 
Rates and Duties in Great Britain on the Con- 
veyance of Lelirrs. fl’tli March.] 

li. All Act lor raising I lie i>um nf Twenty-tflo 
Millions Five JIuiidied Thousand I'uuuds hy w^y 
of Annuities, [lith March j 


M. An Act for granting to His M icstyaddi- 
tiiMsal Duiies in C^icat Kiii,cn on Hor is u^cd lit 
riding or lor drawing *'«itain Carii.<gc*i, and for 
coir.olidat ing ihc hMid additiiinal Iiuncs wiih tlic 
present Dune*' liuieon. f iSili March J 

14 An Ac: t.ir gram mg a :dition.iI Duties on 
Salt ill Gieat Rriraiii. f iSih Mrtrcb J 

.<• An Alt for {.'ranting 10 His M.ijcsty ad h- 
tional Tl- ies in Grc t Bilrain 011 the Amount of 
Assr.*siiicnts it» 'c charged on the Profits ari&Glg 
from Ikopt I tv, Piofessioiis, Iradcs, and OlHces.* 
[J I'l M.iuh I 

16. An Act i*r pur ishing Mutiny and Deser- 
I lion and f» r lie better Payment of the Army 

and .h ir Qoart':i . [i8lh Maich.] 

17. An Act fill il'L Rtgidation of His Majesty's 
Royal Mai me Foicc. while on Shore. [:2d 

j Ma-rh.] 

i‘h An Act for gi anting to Hi.s Majc<ty, iiotH 
the 25ih Day ot March i8>'f>, rir.ain Rates iind 
D»it«ts, .iiid to il'ow cc’tain t)rawlM«‘ks and 
Ih mi Its, up n Gi»o<s. Wares, and iVltith.i dize. 
Imp »rt'd iiii'i ai d cxi m cd from, Ireland, in 
• •! ot loin M Ka ( -. and Duties, Diawbach), and 
I'.nui 'iis. ( js Mrirch.] 

ii>. n 'i t< i-<^ra .t ug to His Majesty, until 
ihf h 

<<1 i-xoiSv 0.1 la.« tin I'llaml in lieu 'f f-inur 

T'ut:C' ' !.%.ci a. o [nth M.irih j 

2 •, An I'Ji* ).'i ii* Mig to rlij Mii^sry ccrfjiii 
St mp lOiO' ii» I !."'».•. , :rih Maicli J 

2 1, ‘s I A* ' f r rcpi.'.llhV I.*,''*"' • * upon 

la t ers ..i.cl . aria t . st nt by I tic Post within Ire- 
land, .Old granting othci i 'ul ic > .11 lit u tiurcof. 
[z-ch ] 

22. A" Ac» I ‘I gi.'iiting to His Majesty;? 
upon ]\i.i t n adc m i cloid, ai.d ur>on ^[>iii;s 
p' df ti tlis illcd in li...and, lor the \ car 18. 5, 
r sih '*ar*h . 

,'11 '.cl i lO'Kinor, uui II 1 he 1 sib Day of 
Murcli y8_*j, ana lO a!"f“’'tl. -'.'-fi ii Arts lor rc« 
qiibo'iig tiu J'laiv' ok- ..n . B ui'iuo smi iht Jix- 
porj, rioi) I'l Su,»at Irt'. > \i .i.ind f: -It*' \T.»i<Ii. 1 
24. vn z\ct t’j 111- 1 -I'l ( cotiiiiiMi', uii'i' the 
2^ib Day cf M* cti i' .m .Act, p*.s'’fdin the 
Veai o‘ t.i.jfi I'lt Miirsty, fordid- 
coiitinu ng tc»’t.,*u j) i.v. a'ks and himmies on 
.he Txoor.alii'.i 01 ^n, -a. t'-uni Grt .u Ihii.uii, anti 
fi.r aMowing «nh(r l iaoli tk. and bLiunii^'s in 
lieu thcie'it. [2 51I1 Ma.cl, ] 

r q. An Act It) ^itniiiiuc .in Act for siispcrof- 
■ng the Opciation of aii Act, ot the Seven iccnih 
Yi.ar.,f Ills pic-ci't Majc‘.tv, for ii^tiainiog the 
Negotiation of Fromi'.'^ ly Note- lod RilF ol hx- 
cl .‘iigc, under a lin.i ftl Siin>, 111 I- nglanih’i.n'il 
Six .%l0mlj3 after aU .i’ti .iti< n of a dchmlivC 
'i r' ity of Peace [:5th Marih.] 

26. An Act i'l l co.ntmiring .'•evrul Law.s re- 
I. ring to the |>eiini tm:; the Waiclj:)U.--iiig of 
Spiiits in Iicl.iiul f -r i xpo.ialioo} foi chnrging 
n Duty on the same wh<n I'krn oui foi lionic 
Consnmpiion ; and fi r icgulating the F xpi'rtalioa 
to Great Rnuiii ot .spiiit» nut warthcu»ui, until 




the 191 h Day of September 1805 ; to the pvohibito 
ing the Kxporcatirm from, and permitting the 
Importation to, Girac Kiitain of Corn, and for 
allowing the Importation of other Articles of 
Provision without Payment of Duty* and to the 
prohibiting the Exportation from Ireland of Com 
or Potatoes, or other Pi o visions, and to the per-> 
mitting the Importation n.to Ireland of Corn, 
Fishy and ProviKions, without Payment of Duty, 
until the Twcnty-lilth Day of Match [? 5ih 

March.] 

27. -^n Act to enable the l.ords Commissioners 


of 11 is Majesty Treasury of Oieat-Tiiitain to issue 
Exchequer hills, on the (Jredit of such Aidi. or 
Sopplica as have been, 01 ^baU be, granted by 
; Parliament for tlic Service of Cireat-Krituin, for 
March.'} 

‘ / 28. An Act fur gtaiitii'g to lUs M.ijtsty ad- 

C ^/ditibiial Stump Duties, in Grcat-liiitaiii on cciCain 
v^*^-cgacics. [sth Apiil.J 

29. An AlI foi gianting to Ifis Majesty addi- 


tional Duties, within Cicat-Hiitani, on certain 
Goods’, Wares, and Mcrchaiulizc, imported into. 


or brought or can led eoaiitwise. [5i<r Apiil.J 
30. An Act lor granting to His Majesty several 
additional Duties of Exci >c in Great Biitain. 


f5th Apiil.) 

3I. An Act for allowing a rcrtai.i Propoition 
of the Mibti.i in Great I'buain v(ilutit.iiily to en- 
list into His M.'jesty’s Regular Forces and Royal 
Marines, [rolh Apiil] 

33. An Act foi anting to Foreign Ships put 
under His Majesty's Piotcction thcJ[J' ivileges tr? 
Prize Ships, under certain Kcnu)‘^^ions and Re- 
strictions, and for all nving ^<icns in Foreign 
Colonies surrendered to His cxernse 

the Occupations of McicUani^jP r Factnis, during 
the pf'sentWar, and until Months .liter the 
Wl Rati heat ion of a DtfiU’ nx Ticaly ot Peace, 
[loth AptiJJ,^ ^ 

33. AHActto nl.v4-^^'Ttiid certain licences, gran‘- 
ed by virtue of an Order in Caiuiicil, for allowing 
the importation and Export-ation of certain Goods 
and Merchautlr/.c from and to Spain in Neutral 

'Y^M^ky^and for initcmnifying all Persons con- 
cerned in advising such Older, or granting or 
acting under such Licences. [lOtli April.] 

34. An Aet to permit the Imporutiou olGoods 
and Commodities Itom Countries in America, 
belonging to any I'oicign F.uropc.'in Sovereign or 
State, in Ncnctal Sbip.s, lUiring the prc.seni War. 
and until Six Months after the Ratilicatioii ol 
a Definitive Trcaly of Peace, fic^rli Apiil.] 

35. An Act to continue unt.l the First Day of 
June iSofi, and amend an Act, passed in the 
37lh Year of His present M-ijcsty's Rtigii, fvr 
carrying into Eiccnrion the Treaty of Amity, 
Commerce and Nnvig.iiioii, beiwicn His M ijesty 
aud the United States of Amciua. f loth April.] 

3f). An Act to enable the Fast-lndia Company 
to appiuiu llic Commander in Chief on the Bengal 
Establishmi ut to be a Member of the Council 
of Fort William in Pcng.tl ; norwith‘*tanding the 
G Hire of G<ivernc>r-Geucfa’ uf Fort VVilh.’m and 
t)u I tTitC of Cummandcr in '..’hief of all the Forces 
in India being vested in the s.’une Person. [loth 
April.] 

37. An Act for inercasi .g the Ratc.s of Snb- 
«i teiicc to be paid to liinlvecper<: and otlieis on 
qi artering Soldiers. April.] 

3*^. An Act for allowing a certain Proportion 
ol the Militia in belaud voluntarily to cniiri into 


His Majesty's Forces, and Royal Marines, [nth 
April.] 

39. An Act to continue, until the 29ih Day 
of September 1803, and amend an Act, made in 
the Parliament of Ireland in the 40th Year of 
His present .Majesty, for better regulating the 
issuing and granting of Pei inits and Certificates 
for the Conveyance and Piotection of 'Fra ie in 
exciseable Goods tliercin-rnciitiuiicil, and to pre- 
vent Frauds by Dealers in, or Retailers of, such 
Goods, so far as the same respects Permits for 
Spirits or Spfiito:i'. Li(]|Uors. [nth April.] 

40. An Art for raising the Sum of One Mil- 
lion Five Hundred 'Thousand Pounds, by way of 
Auiuiities, for the Service of lichind. [I7lh i'i5ay.] 

41. An Act for restraining the Negotiaiion of 
certain Pioiiiis.sory Notes and Inland Bills of Ex- 
change in Ireland. [i7rh May,] 

43. An Art to extend the Ptovisions of an 
Act, made in the la t ‘^c sion of PailiRnic.nr, 
for preventing the coui icifciting of certain Sil- 
ver Coin isbued by the B.ankb of F.u.;^laiid and 
Irelanu ic pretively, to Silver Piccts w'.iicli may 
bei5snerl by ihi; Govtrnoi and Company of ilic 
Bank of Iiclaml, cal.wd Tf’ken<, and to promote 
the Circulation ot the .said Tokens. [17th M.iy J 

43. An Act to anu'iul the Laws forimpioving 
and keeping in Repair, the Pot-t Roads in Ireland, 

1 and for rendering the Conveyance of Letters by 
His Majesty's Post Ofilec more secure ^nd expe- 
d f i 7 th May j 

44. All Acr for repealing so much of an Act, 
made in the 34111 Yc.ir of His present M.ije.ry, 
.IS exempts Slate, the Value whereof shall not 
exceed I'weniy Shillings per Ion, brought coast- 
wise within Great Britain, from the Duty thereby 
granted, [jth June.] 

43. An Act for making perpetiJ.Tl certain ad- 
ditional Duties ot Excise on Wine impmted into 
Great Britain, granted by two Acts, pat* ed in 
the 43d and 4.1th Yens ol His present Majesty ; 
and to allow a Drawback of the said Duties to 
AdTTiir.tl5, Captain.s, and other comnii.'>sioiicd 
ORiccrs, tor Wine consumed on hoaid His Ma- 
jesty’s Ships of W'^ar. [i^ih June,] 

46. An Act ro continue until the Fnd of ihe n^xi 
Session of Parlianunt, and amend an Act, made 
ill the 43d Year of llis present Mujcsty, for ap- 
poiming Commissioners to enquire and examine 
into any Irregularities, FraiuL, or Abuses, which 
arc or have heen practised by Persons empioj^ 
in the several Naval Depaitments therein men- 
tioned. [sth June.] 

47. An Act to appointCommicsioners to enquire 
ind examine into the Public Expenditure, and 
the Conduct of Public Business in the Military 
Departments therein mentioned ; and to report 
Mich Observations as shall occur to them for cor- 
recting or preventing any Abuses and Irrcgida- 
litics, and for the belter eonduclipg and ma- 
naging the Business of the said Departments, 
to continue in force for Two Years, and from 
thence until the Expiration of Six Weeks after 
the Comiiienccmcnt of the then next Session of 
Parliament, [^thjiinc.] 

4^. An Act for appointing CommiRsioners for 
putting into Execution an Act of this Session 
ol Parliament, for continuing and granting 10 
Hib Majesty a Duly on Pensions, Oliices, and 
pLrsonal Eftates, in England, and certain Duties 
on Sugir, Malt, Tobacco, and SnulT, in Great 
Biitaiu, for the Service of the Year 1805; and 



8491 * LIST OF ACTS PASSED 45 GEO, III. £8» 


an Act, nia«Ic in iihe 38111 Year of His present 
Majciiyt ijrani'iig an Aid to His M.»jcity, by 
a Lanil Tax to bc[ raised in Great Hiitaia, for 
the .Servire of the Year J79?. f.ah June.J 
4Q. An Act »o repeal terrain l*;ut5 of an Art, 
nia le in the 43d Year of His picjent Majesty, 
for j^r-intiog a Conlrit'utioii on the l*rotiis aii'jing 
from Pjopi-rly, Pi o visions, '1‘iadcs, arul OlUcca, 
and to consohdatc and render more ■ iVcLtual the 
Frovisioii^ for coMcttmg the said Duties. L5th 
Juut j 

An Act for I iicnccs for the 

Sale ot spiricur us Li( ”'..rs, Wine, Beer, Ale, and 
Cydci, hy ieta:l, anil for docoiiru^iiig the 
model ate use oi Spirituous i.icjuois in I'leland. 
[cthjunc.j 

i;i. An Act for grani’n^ to His Maje^Jty cer 
tain additional Stamn Dioii s, foi amending the 
Laws relatinj; to tl.e Stamp Duties, and lor in- 
dcinuifjing Perrons who Ij.ivc .icted as Notaries 
Public, wit^hfeiut being duly iieciijed, in Ireland. 
1^1 7 ill |ni:c.'J 

5i An Act fer the hctler R^flulation of l/i- 
ceiicc*. to Prisons in IitKind dL-dmg in exciscahle 
Commodities, and rii;^<igcd in the Si^vcialUccu 
patimis iheicin menlioned. [27lh June.J 

r]. An A. t for the C .llrci ion of the Malt 
Dunes in heluid, and rcgulatiii^^ the Trade of a 
Malstcr. [27th june.] 

^4. An 'Act to amend :in Act, made in the 9th 
Year of Kmg ('icoige tlie I'irst, lor 
the 1 aw'i^ I elating to tlie Seitlemeiit, hmployrncu , 
Hiui Relief of the Poor, so fir as the '•amc re- 
spects Coniraci*! to be cnieicd into lot the Main- 
tenance and Employment of the Poor. [271]! 
Juiu.J 

<;5. An Act to amend an Act, made in thr 
2 rill Year of His prc.sent jMijcsly, for belter 
ex'i mining and audiring the Public A. counts of 
this kingdom, and for enabling the Commis- 
sioner i Ml ceiUiin Cases to allow ot YouJiers 
although nut :> tamped acLorJing to Law. (zylli 
Juiicl 

q6. An Act for furtlici continuing, iiijtil the 
1st Day of i chruaiy i80i;, .•!! Act, nude in ih: 
37th Year of His picsiiu MjjtMy, tor enabling 
the (^ommis'oioiicrs of the Trea^’iiiy to let to faun 
the Duties on lloiFCs, let to liiie tor iiavciling 
Post, and i)y Tinic. [27th ru:’.c.J 

57. All Aci to roiiholid.tic and extend the 
several i,aus now in force fur allowing tiu Ini- 
loitaiioii and lCxport:itinn of ccitain Gooek and ! 
vlficlundizc into and from ceirain Poits in the : 
Yv'c-si-hulits. [27tli june.] j 

All Act to lepe.il an Act, made in the | 
2 jd Yeai of Ili.s present Mijtsiy, lor the htiLci 
J?ej;ulation of the Hirirc of Pa) ma .ici-Ckotc il ! 
of His riTajcJty’s Fences, and the rncic icgiiln I 
Payiiirni of the'Aimyi and for the imnc ct- 1 
fcctualiy rryj'laiing the raid OiUcc. f27ih June.] 
sc;. All Act iv.r aniMuliijg an Act, pas.ed in 
P.irliKmcnt of lichind, in the ^fth Year of 
Hi'' pn-nrut for rcgulatnig the Eh ction 

of Jvlenilitis to serve in Pailiameni, 50 far as 
re! it'.s to fric iolds un<Icr the yearly ♦alue of 
Twenty Pounds, and tor nuking fiiither and 
otliu Kcgnlaiion, rd.itiiig llieirtn, [27lh |unc.] 
6 j. All .\it lor nuk'ng All iwaijri. in ceitoti 
Ci.sfj to £iiibiitciii Ol'iccra of the Militia ot GkuC 
hiilain while disembodied. [27th June, j * 
f»i. An Act to ic\ive, .'oul turrher continue, 
uctn the zrtli Djv of Mwuii iSc-i, aiu ymeud *0 

VoL. V. 


a- 

much of an Act, made in the 39th and Y’cars 
oi His present Majesty, as giants certain Allovt.- 
anres to Adjutants and Scijcaiu Mfijors of th-e 
Militia of England disembodied under an Act olf ^ 
the s irnc Session of Parliament. [iTih JviueJ 
62. An Act for defraying the Clurgc orthe 
Pay and Clothing of the Militia in Gicat Britain 
for the Year [ 27 ih June.] 

6j. An Act tiir detiaying, until the Day 
of March iS 6 , the Charge of the Pay .ii'Cl Clo- 
thing of the Militia of Ireland ; lor holdiiigCourts 
Martial oil Serjeant Majui <, Seij(4ant.i, florpoialr, 
and Diunnnc.r*', lor Ollirnces cununilied diiTing 
the Time ••luli Militia shall not he tn-bodicd; 
aiid fo: making Allowances in cer'.r'in Ca'CS to 
Subiltcrn Oflkcrs of the said Milituduiii g Peace-" 
{■i-tli junc.l £ 

<.4. An Act to .nmend an ^ct, nude in the 4 is|^ ' . 
Ycrfi ofili'S present M.ij'.'sl y» tor gr. lining l>t»UU- 
t'(s fi.r i.ik.iiif' and b'Ish to tlic Cities 

London a«.d V/c-'i.nir.str.t , .1 jd oihtr Places in the 
United Kiii'/fi( in. [271)1 [i.iic.] 

6:;. An Act to i on '.nine, until the znth Day 
of September i's.6, and f:oai i hence net 11 the 
End of the then next iusiion o*' Pailiamtnr, for 
appointing Commi 'lonrrs to cinpiirc into the 
Fees, CSr.'iruitics. l*.rqnisltes, and hnioliiments, 
xvhicli aic or h.ivu’ been lately n ciicj into the 
several Public (fiHtcs in Ircdand ’.ht cin irumion- 
cd, to eianiiiu into any Abuses u liicli nuy exijE 
in llie same, and luto the present mode of re- 
ceiving, collectm;;, i^Mimg, ami .it counting for 
1 ubiic Mo./.v in iula id, [27th June.; 

f)6 An Axl to^prewent, 111 (iicat iiiilaln, the 
^legally C'iri\ii5^ away Bark, am! foi arr.cr.cling 
two Acts, pH.' (.f in tlie 6ih and ot!) Vc.iis of 
Hispip.cnt M.:jcs Reign, foi the Iht .ovaioa 
of Timber, Tree, 'ihiiici woods. Root , Shiubs, 
Plants, Hollies, Tliou and Quicksets. [ 27 tl 4 
June.! 

67. An Act lor giinrin^,. M His Marrvfy aa 
adtiiiioii.il Duty on .Sp.'iiisli Red Wine imporrecl 
mioGreat Biiia n. -i 7th June.] 

6^. An .\cr for making perpetual, and amend- 
ia.\, sj’vt'al Law'i for cnioiiraging the m'«k 
Sail Clotii in (rieat H irain, and .sccuiing ihi; 
Ouiic'i on Foreign Siil Cloth imported, and lor 
niikm;* peipiliu! sevcr.il Lawk for pcr.nitiing 
tlr- Kxpoitalion of a certain Quantity of Cora 
and Or.iiii to C.ucinsey, Jn.sey, and Alderney, 
and in* rcgul.itlng the Ftr, r,f ers of the 
k'listum.s, and i.r Naval Ullicers in ilic Riitiii!i 
Colonies ill .Amciic.i, .md ot the Odierrs of the 
Cuslenns iii Ncwt.nimll niJ. [2:t!i .iniir.J 

f' rj. .An Act tor v^silng in the iiariack Master 
Ceuci.d lor the* TTn.e biin'», hilaie.s held or ori- 
tiijiid f'lr the St-rv LC, and i ni hori.'ing 

I'.on i<j sell ll'.c ssme wi'li ihe Con cut of the 
1 Olds Commissioner oi His .M.ve-iy'a rreauny. 
[2710 Jnuc.J 

7^. An Act to rectify a Mi .lake in the Nrnr.c 
o* one ol the Commit' n iici • npnojn:«*J by .n A* :, 
pib-cd in rhe present .session of Faihanan/, ti.r 
appointing Commissioners, to ciupiiic into tli; 
I’lib'ir E.\}»cnditii. ' , and tli** Conduct «>! Puhlii 
Rusinerc, in the Milii.iry Depaiiments iheicin 
ii.ciKioned. [i7ih jnne J 

-r. All Acr lo amend ihcsevei,i) l.aws relir»ii.g 
to the Duties under tin- Maragi uit ot the C-t.)- 
miEsiooers lor the AiTairs ot T’.i' ■ '. 1 27ih Joiif.] 

■Jr?. An Act lor the Fiuouiagcnr-iit ol 'men, 
and to 1 the better and more circwtUrtiH ii.jrni;.g 
3 J 
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His Mijcsty'fi Navy during the present War. 
[27rhjiinc. J 

7 V An Act to enable the C.immissiouers of 
the ricasnry to conira< t with certain Proprietors 
of Stock ctcatcJ by two Act*:, pi.sscd in the 37lh 
and 4ad Years of His pnsrnt Majesty, f )r grant- 
ing ocher Annuities; in lieu lliertof, or to pay the 
same oA' at the Period hciciii mentioned. [iTih 
June.] 

74. An Act for granting to iTis Majesty a Sum 
of Money to he uiicri by Lotteries. [27th June.] 

7'-. An A».t ‘o leu.ovc* Doul^ts touching Ap* 
poiiitmtnts to cer»^Hi:i Oflites the Court of 
Clianrery made during the Vacanev of the Offi.*c 
of Register, and K leper of the Rrcrlster aod Rc- 
gi III that Cojrf. [27th June.] 

•’ ;<S. All Act to amend an Act, made in the 

iJPar|iimcnt of IicIauJ '.•>•■ the Support of t!vc 
>!« lour JDij'iii. >1 lis A 7 .ij<-fty '6 Crown 

' in Ireland, and tor j, to Hi.' Majesty a 

Civil Lilt I'istahliilvnciit, i ndcr eertain Provi- 
sions and Fc-jula’i-ms. [ julvl 

77- An Act to amend, and lender more cficc- 
tuai, an Art, pa ^.d in tiie 4zd Year of His 
pro fcnt Majesty’s Rtigp, fc-r consolidating tlic 
Provis'onft ot ii»j scvtial Acts p<'Sscd for 
the Redcnipnon and Sale of the Land Vax into 
one Art. [7.djul}.| 

75. An A.-: to ludciTirofy all Pcrions con- 
ccrnid in oicMg I'oi ty 'I'hnviSaud Pounds to 
Messrs. lioyd, Rciiticld, and Company, in 179/1, 
out of Monies itMied for naval Scrvicet, [id [uly.].. 

79. A.. A*.! to am'-r.d several AxV',’ in 
the ’V.rHai»'kC.nt of licbrd, lojs^i'ppointiiig Com- 
m'ssMncfs to r- ot ire ir.t ) th'; ^o:s^ol ‘uch of 
Wifi .VaJcLty's loyal asjthaic Midlrrd in 

their Piupeit) the R-ojcrirn in Iitiuid, 

and for oHicr Piirr)C'3t.s in Mil Acts meafoned. 

lid July.J ' 

' 8 A^uAcl foccootlnvii.'ig sever 1 1 .•?/ ng 
to the legwlating'Tirfc Pi ’CCS at ulm.li Co’.ua’.n 
Grain m’y he cxpor.ci trom (.j*-c it Ihii.iin *0 
Ireland, and froTi Iielaad l iC.eat K-itmi ; and to 
th e A diuission to entry of Oil and lilnlilifi* of 
2 ffTV 7 ?iiilidl.iiid taken by Ifis M '|* s’y's Siiojtcfs 
carrying on the lirtlu-rv from, and residing in. 
the said islaKd, iinril the 251I1 Day of *•. ii'di 
lUofi ; and t.n revivug, amending, and con- 
tinuing, for the f'4 lie Term, an At t .>f the last 
Session rf Parlian'cnt, lor ptamitiing the Hi- 
portation of Hi.Ils and other Ai tides in Fort gn 
Ships, r 2d July.] 

81. An Act 10 amend an Aci, made in the ^ist 
Year ot His present Majesty, for ilic better Re- 
gulation ami C^ovcrnnient of Seamen employed 
in (he coasting Trade, [id July.} 

82. An Act for icpcaliiig the Duty charge- 
able on Woollen Goods, of the Maniif.ictuie of 
Great Britain, exported to the F.i^t-Iiidici. [:d 
July.] 

83. An Act to cori-nuc the Opera^on <>f n 
Act, passed in the laM Session ol i ailiaricnr, to 
aospttiul proceedings in Aition-r, Projccwiions, 
and Pioccfdingv, iindw-r ct»iain Acts rdating r i 
the Woolen Maiiufactuie, and under an Act 
of the Reign of Quten r.Ii .ah-’th, so far as ic- 
lalc*; to certain Persons employed or concerned in 
the.^aid Manufacture. [2d July,] 

84. An Act for making more elfcctinl thr 
gracious Indentions of Hei late M. jesty Qii|tn 
Anne, for the Augmentation of the Mainte- 
nance of the Clergy, so far as relates to the 
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iRcturns of Certifieates into tie Exchequer, and 
Gifts of personal Pioperty. (Jzd July ) 

85. An Act lor authorising the Comi.nissioners 
of Hi.*; Alriycsly*-; liea'^ury in Great Biitain to 
advance a certain Sum of l^'oncy, to be applied in 
completing tli.iC;inari Canal. (2d July.) 

>.6. An Act to explain and amend an Act, 
made in tlie last .Scsi-ioii of Parliament, to re- 
guhite the In;porr.ir'on and Exportation ot Corn, 
and the bounties and Duties payable thercoa. 
( rrstti July.) 

87. An Act to authorise the l.ords Commis- 
sioners of His Mrijesty’s Treasury to permit cer- 
tain Articles to be warehoused in different Ports 
ill Great Riitaiii, upon giving Sccuriry for the 
Payment of Ihjiit. upon ilic Articles therein 
incntiorcd. (rotli July.) 

88. Ai* Act for r-pcaling the Duties ot Cus- 
toms on Corliliid.ii JJusl .m l Granilla imj'.cricd 
into Great Hriiaiii, and for graiiiing oilier Diiiirs 
in lieu thciei)f. (i-ilijuly.) 

89. An Actio alter and cxtrufl iliePi’v ^ions 
of the Lav* . now in fori C fi/i the Pvii'^hiii'nt of 
the Porv'cry oi i'.mk Nme*., Tills of l.x».!i inpc, 
.and other .Scc'triiie.', to every P-tt i f G;cat 
Britain, (r .'Dr July.) 

90. An Ace to empower Hir M.ilis'y to retain 
upon full Pay and .Mlow: n:. , Oiii c. 1 of the 
Miiilia diiriig tlic V.'a', not^iili .taiuloig ’uc Re- 
due v* on ( i.otli je’y > 

^i. An Act far npno,!K' 7 idditlon ;1 
'^’Oilers I'.ir ti e belt' r r \.i iih-iiig ..iid md ring 
ccii'iin of the Public :ou'..is ol Gicit /niain. 
(I'- ih |u /.) 

92. '\r. Act to pnif'nd two Acti, of iht i^th 
»nd aHh Years of Hi. piv. t-ir Majc ty, for tiis 
iT’i ic clPectii.tJ rxtc*. lion of the CiiiPii; il I . , 
a.K? r.oic cuiy aji,icliLiwiii'g and l-iiiiuip; oi 
i.I'd f'flen lris c'c.., .u.'- t'-om one ‘-'.i t of ri.c 
L'lrtti Kingdom to uc otii/r, and Ik. pi ouc 

uuty to another, |u!yO 

93. .\nArl *. k> auiciiJ two Acts, pas-ed in tlic 
4^d and 4iylh V*‘ars of IH*. p'C'fot '‘'i ije.ty, for 
icgiilaiing the D.a\vl..uk'' lOvi ti 150 ics m the 
Fxptu ration of Sugar from ! t > ritair*. (lolh 

, . 

9-1 An Act for reducing t' r Duty of Rvnvp on 
Hop.s, the Growth ofGicat Jlnt.-n, (irth July.) 

95 All Act to amend so m IK, h ot an 'Ct, of 
ifcc ,i:jd Year of Hiii pic'j’rnr Majesty, fm coo- 
sotid.iring ceitain of the Provwii'Us oi ih Arts 
rcla'iiig to the Ou’ip.! in Scoiland iirJn 'he 
Manag. uicnt of the Conimi-sioiiris toi »h- irs 
ofTaxes, as relates to ihc App -i'i-l-.rici As- 
s» ssors and Snh-collecfi 1 .«iid llic Notura re- 
quired to he dc’ivtic'l 10 Persons assessed to ilic 
said Duties, (jeth Juh.) 

06. An Act for coiilirnlng the I’rcmiums al- 
lowed to bhivf^ cmpli)y».,d ill ihc Soui.hci 11 Whale 
Pi.hcry. (lotlijuly) t 

97. .ui Act to iivitmnify all Pei sons wlio have 
h*iii conccnicd in issiiii-g an ‘JiiUi ol C'ouiiril and 
Diicctions foi extending the I'nne ot ceitain 
Ships continuing to pcrloim Quiiaiitinc. ^lotli 

J*’^y ) ... 

98. An Act for Jnereasin;^ llic Drawback on 
Linens cxp'Hed from Great iliitain to the We t 
Oldies. (loth July.) 

1 99. An Act lor regulating and encour-giog the 
Trade; for the Improvement of the Kf\fiiuc; 
anti Prevcpiion ol Smugg! ng to and from the Isle 
ol'Man. (icthjuly.) 



LIST OF ACTS PASSFJD 45 GEO. III. 


853] 


[BS* 


100. An Art for better rcjju la tin the distillin* 
of Spirits in Ktigland tor Kvportation to Sctnlautl, 
Ind in Scot'.aml fjr t.xpnrtacion i« ; for 

the better securing Lrcenccs to distil Spiiits for 
ScoHaiicl. (loili July.) 

roi. An Act tt repeal so much af an Act, 
passed in ll>'' »)' h Year of the Reign of His late 
Majesty King (Jeorge the Second, intiiiikd, “ An 
Act lo icsirain the Disposition of Lamb, wheroby 
tin same become unalienable “ as rcurjiiis Col- 
lees within tlie two Uiiivt rsitic'i oi Oxford and 
Cambridge from purchasirg or holding Advowsons, 
tA 'i-pc at. tiureiii provided, (loih July.) 

i ~i. An Act to revive and continue an Ac., 
ni..v<' in the ;{isi Yi ar of His present Maj- siy, 
imif 1 .- !, ‘‘ Vn Act for tl.c rncouragemeut of the 
p,lt I hr.), by alloA-'ng a fnithci Bounty 
iip>i. '’I'rJ* . t.ikcn, tuud, and exported.** 
(lo’ Ji-Y ) 

j ' A.i Act for charging additional Duties of 
Cus, i. ui Sti.'W ri^tting, and on Straw Hato or 
JJoii . , i.'ipoiied into f'ta. I'.fa n. (loth fuly.) 

f. An Art to tontinur. in lj llie 2' th i>.i/ 
ol iXo6, an' a seven! .c^sJor 

iviuDtiiig /i. d secniiM'* me follecti »n of the 
Pniits on Spit i n - ...‘tillcil ri Ireland, 

a;i ! tlic wj'ith 'M ' ^ • -h Spirit j for Rxpoita- 

tioii. ( r ■ ill I I' • . 

lO!;. An A ■ nuc, un il the 29th Day of 

Sepn n5''ti I * am< u<] several Act -i for ic- 
guKiiing ilic .cr'^ion ot the Unties ni Iiel.in.! 
tin I'i.r Ik.ii- ,‘)n l)*vclliiig HoiioC^, on Ci)atiic> 
and oti'cr C.’ »age», tj» Servants, on iloi se», 
and on D< . (I' f^'Julv) 

l >'n A Act to sMuIiiuc, until the ?oth Day 
of Stpri lici iS#6, ;iml amend several Acts f »i 
icgnlat. g ami seeming the Colleciion of tlr* 
Until*'- ni made in Ireland, and on Paper 

pnn*' or in bilancitostrveforJJany- 

ing ' « r»tl'v.r ul*. :. ('insh fnly.) 

I *'". A.. Am !'or cliai ,1*111.;, iinril the 2;jth Day 
of Maic i f', an <;fkii*io«al Duty on SpHuisi) 
Red Wmil impoiTcd inio licUnd. (lotlijuly.) 

T A. J Act lo eo'Uinuc, until the 29lh"l>jy 
of .il>..i* i 5 i -f*, several Arts for the licrtcr 

ColitMi yo Old '•rcmiiy of the Revenues of Cus- 
tmri> cL 1 r.v ’i.'C ill Ireland, and lor preventing 
jF rands tin it. In. (i:sih July ) 

1^9. An .A.. c to amend so muLh of an Art for 
Srantir.;, ro i k , Mrijcst y several SumsrfMuPcy 
lor dcir.i) mg the Chaige of rettain pcrmaiieni 
Services in w eland, a« relates to the Military 
Sui vi y of 1 1 (.land, (loih July ) 

ii'.. -\ii Act for exempli/. g fiom fl;c Dnii'"*' 
on IVolits arising from Propiiiy the first If.ili- 
ycarly Dividend on Annuincs, unikr an Art or 
the pie'^ciil Session for raiMiig ihc Sum ot Otie 
Millujii Fi\ c Hundred 'rhousand pounds !iy way 
of A.mmii;...', for the Service oi li«land, which 
fch. li 1. 1 »ui*c been wiitten into the Books ol the 
JtJ.ink 01 Pn-l-nid. (icihjuly.) 

lit. All Act 10 amend and render more riTcr- 
tual an Act, made in the Pa Ir^iuciit ol I •-eland, 
in the 5th Year of His pre.scnt M ijcsty, iiiti.ukd. 
An Act for eiriting and cstal.’i'^iiiiig Pnhlic 
Inhininiics and Hospitak in tiiis Kingdom.” 
(loih July.) 

1 12. An Act to appoint Comniis ioncis to en- 
quire and eximint into .-iuy Jiugidaritics 
Abuses which may have taken plac-." in conduct- 
ing and iiiaiiagiiig the Paving, t'ltinsing, and 
Lighting the Stiect^ of Dublin, and cu piovide 


for the Suspctisior* of the Powers and Authorities 
of the Corporal icn of DTcciors and 'dommisfLon** 
ers foi Paving, Cleansing, and idghting the 
Slid Sficets, suid for vesting the same in other 
Persoiij, during such SuspunsiMi ; and for the- 
better coiidur ting and managing the Bu<..itiess Of 
the said Coiporation. (lotli July.) 

113. A'l Act for granting a certain Sum of 
Mon-y towaids improving the Harbour on the 
NoiihSidc of the Hill ot Howth, near Dublin, 
and, and rendering it a tit Situation for His 
Majesty's Packets. (loth July.) 

JI 4 - All Act for enabling the Commissioners 
oi the Tie.'isury of Great Britain to advance a 
ccitain Sum of Money to the Lord Provost, 
Alagistrates, and Council of the City of Edin- 
burgh, lowaids the Completion cf the Docks and 
other VV'orks in the iJadiioir of Licih. (loth July.) 

1 15. All Act lui piirch i .iiig ccriaiif Buildiiigv 
.and Gioiind in and near Pil.uc Yaid, Westmin^ 
•.ter, ftu the U e of the Public, (.jih July.) 

116. A I Act tui eiiiblii'g lli-> Majesty to grant 
.1 certain Cieck calkA flu-lsiii Bay, otherwise 
Shikton Bay, i.i or near the Paii .h of Plympcon 
Saint Mary, ni the County of Devon ; itnd for 
vc'tlng ilic s.Tiiie, foi a vahnhlc c‘un.>ideratl 

in 'he Ki'Jit i : onf»ur,i.ilc .'ohn l.oid Coringdon, 
and hts UvU'-. (loth july.) 

ii;. All Act n» coiili me fhc Prorcedfiigs in 
the lf.Mi4c if Lord-,, t.Michii/g ll't* C’uiuliicf of 
l.iil.t .'jt, Lmj. one of the Judges ot the Court 
of Common 1 Lmr of that Pan of the United 
Kiiigdo!*!, .''Ik I Ireho.d, notwithstanding any 
Prolog itiou 01 Disi'o'r/rion of Pai liainent. (loih 

J-I.v.) 

Ti>»’ Act f'M rai.ih'T the Sum of Eight 
M illiou.s hv iiOaiii f'p I'.xi. IV ijiu I KilU, for the 
Sei vice uf GiCat 1 *, iiri’ i, t >1 the Neai i ^roth 

... 

119. An A't fia rirsing thr Su-n ol Tjivo Mib 

lions kite liur..l.< d 1 iuni ,,ifol Pfiiiih, by Loins 
or Exthetjuer lli'h, for tlie St 1 vice of Giltc Br'- 
taiu, tor the Veai fu'* uidciPii ylying 

lue Bulk ot E'*:'J 10. ' loi hiving .irJva.ir*-'! ivloiiey 
for the ruMu; jcivjt.' n the Cicdit •w’^ 'rufh* 
txchcqwer Ihll . (10 h JiiIyA 

120. \i- Act for 1,1. Mg rhe Sum of One Mil- 

lion five H'Uj Ir d ’M' m.s.'no. ,'ounds, by Loans 
or Lxeh. tp'- r Ihil , t«*i 1 i.e hci vin .>* threat rtri- 
taiiv, i e.o (o' Ii July.) 

f'l An Act 1 V Lie mote eih-eiual Picveuiicii 
of Siuujjjlirg, July.) 

12:. .V'l >v».i for el)4». n-T Tdi’i.luuil Duties on 
llie Impo. tation oi Plate Gla»s into 

(Jreat i.>''t..ii>. (r^th [ti.y ) 

11;. A » Act ti)r ‘.etth.j., .’ii.l .‘.fcurin-r ,i ccrt.iiii 
Ariii'ii'y Lii J( lui i'l’.k i AHvB, .and tlie Heiis 
general .»r the ^evcnih bail o> ’ coy. (iziU luly.) 

J2J. All Act to a.uMid ,i'.i |ja -SI <l jii ihe 4«.h 
Ycai of liii, pic-'jir. ivL'ics^y, in;''is'*«d, Au 
Act tor ]a\ve:iiuig lucouvcnuji.. u , -ui ii.o in 
Ca^cs of Mncliani.s, and siuli oil' L '.‘i'.-, as 
are wiiliiii the Dt snipiion ol ihr* '-I 04,.' i... oig 

to Bankrupts being < /■'titled tu i nvi c't ,i< i.*- 

li^iiiciir, anti berc>iiii»i^ 01 luvct.’ ;.i d i. )if...-‘ut 
Delay ia the c'lttiiiig A[.|’<‘; -ii iv. m d. ’‘.miis 
biouglii agiiiisr iVus )us li i'^ i . ihivihj * .* Par- 
lianvnt. (I2ili Jii.y ) 

1*2.'. An .'iLt to provide ■- ‘ht I . ureedings 
now <Lptiidiny in iht fi>':.er' 'oin moiv , upon 
Aniek-. oi a jrge of ILgh Ci . / s .mu Mfsde- 
n'.ciuors, wl.ioh have been exhibited agdinst Henry 
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I.Oid Viscount Melvtlle, aliJill n«>t be discontinacd 
hy any Proiogatiun or Dissolution ot Parliament, 
(iitlijuly.) 

12C. An Act to indemnify Persons who shall 
give Evidence aij^.iinsf- ITcniy la'ird Viscount Mel- 
ville, uj)on the Inipeaclimcnt voicd aftaiint liim 
by the Comm. ms of the United Kingdom of 
0''eat Britain and Ireland, in Parliament as^^iTi' 
bled, ill rc'.pcct of Acts done by such Per'-ons 
ill any f)lliLr or Employ incut held hy them under 
the said ia'itl Vi'comit Melville, duiing the Time 
he held .ind enjoyed the Ojiict: of 'J'rcai-uret of < 
Hi^ Maje-ty's Xavy. (llfh |nly.> j 

127. An A'.t to vt-t ilic Townltian Cel‘«'wCi:cn ; 


of anticflt Sculpture in theTrntfccs of ihc Rriiish 
Miistiim for the Use of the Public. (jo:h July.) 

riS. An Act for allowini;, under certain restric-* 
rious, until the 1st Day of Augu.t jSo6, the 
hiinj-ing a limited Quantify of Coals, Culm, or 
Cinders, ro London and Wcitmiusrcr by inland 
Navigitiori. (izthjiily. ) 

120. An Act foi gi anting to His M-ijr^ty a cer- 
tain Sum ol Money out of thcC'onsoitdated bund 
of Great Britain, and for applying uCit liii Aloiiics 
thticin-nientioued for theNciviec of ('le^tBii- 
tain, lor thr Year fSc'5, and lev further appro- 
priating lh= 'supplies giaiiicMl iu this Se:>siuu cf 
Parlian c/i t . ; i i:h J ul) . ) 


AH’EKDIX. 
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REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 
UPON THE TENTH NAVA 1. REPORT, 8cC, 
*^Ordtred to be priuted Muy 1805. 

The vSelect CommiUec to whom (he Tenth 
Report of the commissioners of Naval 
Enquiry (respecting the office of the trea- 
surer of his majesty’s navy) was referred, 
to enquire into the ajiplication of any 
monies issued to the treasurerof the navy 
for naval services, to purposes not naval ; 
and wiiether any, and what representa- 
tions were made to the lords commission- 
eis of his majesty’s treasury, or the chan-, 
ccllor of the exchequer, respecting (he ! 
withdrawing from the bank any sums of 
money so issued, since the passing of the 
act of 25 Geo. III. c. HI.; and also into 
the proceedings had for tlie recovery of 
the debt due to the crown by the late 
Adam Jcllicoe; — have agieed to the fol- 
lowing report. 

In taking into our consideration the three 
subjects V. Ilk'll arc referred to your com- 
mittee, it occurred to us, (liat ihougii (he 
first, in terms, comprehends an enquiry, 
generally and without rcTfrir'ion, into the 
iippllcation of any moiucs issued to the Irea- 


sponsible in the civil suit to be instituted 
against them. — In prosecuting our enquiry 
with this reserve, it could not be previously 
known to us, how any particular sum of mo- 
ney so issued had been applied, till such 
sum had been traced to the actual •applica- 
tion of it. Wc were therefore necessarily^ 
in some instances, led into an exaininalioni 
which, without adverting to this difficulty* 
might appear to exceed the bounds of (he 
enquiry, which we understood to have been 
piescribed to us; leaving it to the party 
examined to object to the questions that 
were proposed to him, on the ground of 
their tending personally to charge him* 
whenever he thought hi to do so.-^Of the 
sums issued for naval services, and after- 
wards applied to purposes not naval, which 
the cause of this cMiquiry brought into our 
view, it appears that the sum of 40,0001. 
came into the hands of lord Melville, and 
was advanced bv the joint concurrence of 
lii.s lordship amf Mr. Titl, then chancellor * 
of (lie cxcJiequcr, for the use of thelioiise 
of MesM's. Rovd and comjiany. — Another 
sum of l(>,00()]. so issued, appears to have 
como to the hands of lord Melville, 
oils to the pnymaski.ship of Mr. IVottcri 
but how it was apjilied, the evidence to 
whlcli wc have had the opportunity of re- 
sorting, docs not enable n:> to determine.— 
Various sums appear a’so to have been ad- 
vanced by Mr. 'rrotlcr, during a period of 
between fourteen and fifteen \ ears, whii-'t he 
w.is paymaster of the navy under lo.’^d Mel- 
ville, to the; order of lord Melvilie, amount- 
ing in all to 2‘2 or which we shall 

distinguish by the ^lame of the Aggregate 
sum of 2'2 or 2.'i,00()l. about one halt of 
which, Mr. Trotter states to have been ad- 
vanced exclusively from public money ; the 
rest from a fund, which is called in Mr. 
Trotter’s evidcncff, his mixed fund at Messrs. 
Coutts, consisting partly of public and partly 
of private money ; for which aggi^'g^te sum 
of 22 or 2.3,0001. no interest was paid,--In 
order to avoid confusion, it may be proper 
here to slate, that Mr. Trotter was desired 
by lord Melville to borrow^ for him, and did 
advance to him for his private UiC, a further 


surer ot the navy lor nr.vnl Jtrviccs, to pur- 
poses not naval ; yet it nubt necessailly have 
been the intention of tiie hon^c to exclude 
from our consideration all h monies vo 
issued and so applied I’s were (o be the sub- 
ject ot measures which (I’c allornev general 
was directed, bv an onler of (he house, to 
take “ by due course of law, f.)r arceriain - 1 
mg and recovering any sums of money that j 
ma) be due from lord Meiville and Alex- j 
andcr Trotter, esq. in respect of any profits 
derived by them from monies ijaied tor na- 
val services, and that may have coinc to 
their hands .'»nbscqurni to d-.e first of Janu- 
ary I7S(»:” — We, IhercffTc, conceived it 
not to be our duty to enquire, whether an;^ 
sums issued for naval purposes had been 
apjdicd by lord Melville or Mr. Trotter to 
their own use, for which tliey w*buld be rc-’ 
VoL. V. — Appendix. 
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sum of hi-lwtcn '22 and 2."',o0'''i. of vhirli Jpavincnf of tfic deposit for which (licv were 

1. . 1 • W il. .. 1 I . _ 1 i 1.- I 1 I * li"' • ■ . 1- I. 1 -II I / 


J;»* was himsfir tlic IsmkT, niid ior wh'.ch he 

t'ljarotd hill) wiih inlocr.t at .>1. 

but trorn what fiiiul (he yame was drawn bv 


all jr)iiitiy liable, rcspoiv^ihle only for* the 
amount *)f ihc ‘-hares then held by them rc- 
specLiwIy. Of the latter loan, in the begrin- 


Mr. 'rVoUer, we did not think it proper to jnin'; of Sf'pleniber 179n, two instalment':, 
enquire. — Ho was also otra.Nionaiiy in ad- | of 1 ^ jkt cent, were due. — In the begin- 
vance in his aa-ouiit current to loid Mel- ningof the vear I79n, from the embarrass- 
ville, in sums to the amount of Irosn lo to . menl of public credit, and the deciVasing 

sfrdc of tile specie at the Bank, the gover- 
nor and directors thought it prudent to re- 
strain their engagcinents, and Uf)on that ac- 
count li.'id ieti: ,ed advancing the progressive 
])ayments upon the loan of r3cceiiiber 1795 ^ 
but in consideration of the purposes for 
whir!) tlie loan of Apiil 1790 had been 
marie, as \^'ell as of its being comparatively 


IHhOOOl. as rneiilio/ied in tlie tenth report, 
wliich canie c nliivly bom the mixed fund 
sit Mc'-srs. Coult'i r.nr! company (the b.ilanec 
upon that rn count L-eing also occasional!) in 
favour of lord Melville to the amount of ‘2 
i'^r .'J,00()l.) and for the last mentioned sum 
of 22 or L^‘’,OOOl. so lent on interest, as w’ell 
as for sifch balance when it wasm lavourof 
Mr. 'IVotler, h<’ ‘Uali.'-, that, lie consitlered 
lord Melville as I is ])rivate debtor; but on 
svicli bah.nces in tl'.e account current, no 
interest on eitlier si.le was paid. — Oi (he 
specific, sum tlieiv.'oie of 22 or .‘o 

lent on interest, and those occasiond a*! 
vnnees in (he account current from the mix- 
ed fund at Mes rs. C’oiitts r.nd conipan}; 
mentioned in the appeiKlix tr'* liic tenth re- 
port, we shall ahdain altogelljcr iioni taking 
further notice; coniimng our remarks to 
the several sum': of 4(),0(;()1. KV »()()!. and 
ihc aggregate si'in of 22 or upon 

none of whh h any interest win paid, — As 
to the l(),()()()l. tlje diN jr.sion oi it fnan na- 


mujII, (hey consented to advance to the 
contractors, and did advance, the third, 
foiiiil., ^iftli, aiivl si.'ilh payments; requiring 
them to lliC seventh, being the last 

p.v.mcnf, Vihicn vas to become duo on the 
2o(h of Of tober in that year, — It is stated, 
in the cvidcru c given to yonr committee, 
that the auluinn (»f 1790 was a period of 
peculiar e:nbarras^mcnf, both of public and 
private creuil, whif h led to the restrictions 
o? p.nvmvMif.- in .specie at tliebank, that took 
j»bcc ill i'\ b:*u ..-y 1797; ihat there was a 
Vv-iy gn’at run on private commercial 
houses, a grca.t scarcity <>f money, and a 
very iiern y pivs-urc on the bank for di-- 
connls, wli'cli they liad been obliged inatc- 
; rial!)' to Jiarrow, and had thought h neces- 


val servie'es to which it was app)S)piiat'\i, 
rontivarv to the provisions and meaning oi 
the 2.jth of Ci'co. 111. c. fit. attracted our j sarv to contract their accommodations both 
earliest attention, and called lor a lull and ! to government aiid (he commercial world, 
miiiiilc enquiry into tlie causes and ciruim- j not Iiovrever making any distinction be- 
of that transaction. — Kor t!fis p/ur- * tween t!)e house of Buvd and cc*. and 
}a)se, several witne.ise.^ have Intn callea le- j .homes ol the first mercantile credit in the 
lore us, from who e evidence it aj'pi-ar'-, pity of London. — Under these circuni- 
thal in DcccmlHr 179.^; a contiaet \vas made pitauces, rd some time before tlic 'Uh of Sep- 
bv goveniu’.ent wi'di the ho)isc.s of Mv sm'^. jtemher T/'U-', Mr. Boyd aj^peais to liave re- 
Bovd and company, Kobarts and eoinj)any, ,pre-.enlc:d to lord Melville and Mr. I'itt the 
and'CJoldsmid and company, for a I< m of ,nea( pecainiarv.dliiicultvand emharrasMTicnt 
I S,()()0,00(); of which, in 11, e begimdiig of '.of his house ; that the Bank lad refujed to 


the month of Sepfen'.her 1790', three )nst,.i- 
inenls, of l;j percent, eacli, were still due; 
and that about the month of April 1790' ;j 
loan of seven millions and an half was nego- 
tiated by the chancellor of the exchequer, 


di.^counl their bills, and that, with ample se- 
curities in their hands, they were not enabled 
to raise money to pay the next Ijistalment 
on the loan, which was nearly due, and re- 
quested immedi ite jA'Cimiary rLS^-istance, for 


in order to fund a sum to that ainoiu'-t oj jtho j)urpf>'e of completing llicir engager 
c'ccliequcr bills and navy bilL held by the :mcnts to government. — It appears to your 
Bank, jndncipally for fhe piirpot,e of reliev- | commit tec, I hat Isi addition to ihepe engage- 


ing the company from their advances to go- 
vernment, which (hen pre,s.'.ed heavily upon 
them. That loan was contracted for con- 
jointly by the Fame parties >vho were con 
cerned in the preceding loan ; all houses at 
that time of nnsuspcctcd credit ; each house 
being generally coiisitlerod subbcquciit to the 


incnts to govermneni, Messrs. Boyd and 
CO. had large payments to make on account 
of the emperor c-f (acrmany ; that they paid, 
on the .'list of October 1796‘, a sum of 
*IS6,3'K)1. 13s. Id. on account of (he direc- 
tor of the emperor’s fiiianccs at Vienna; 
ami Ihrf, ip the whole of (he same year, they 
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rcmilfcd, on thesnme account, siimsnmount- ville, indorsing upon the cover the pnrpos$ 
iiig .9s. Il appears also in f(ir which Ihcf securities Imd been so depo- 

eviJence, that it would have been dilliculL .sited; that the said sum oF 10,0001. had' "" 
and perhaps impossible, /‘or Me.ssrs. l^oyd been all repaid ; an i that, ^\uh the excep- 
and CO. lo have procured advances upon lion of two bills on the liiasl India company, 
the securities in fneir possc-s^ion (which we one for M)t)0l, |).ayable in Oclobe.' 1707, 
shall licieafkT mention), or to have con- t.'ie other lor 70()oi. or thereabouts, payalde 
verted them into cash; that a payment of in Jmii.iry 17‘JS, all the iV'-fe of ihesocu- 
15 per cent, on the lojn of 18,000,0001. was rifios w-.re payable within tlirex* months 
due oil the 91 h of Se])tembcr; and that, had fr-Mi the lime of tlie deposit.— >^"e do not 
they bnnii^ht lo market such a proporti**!! had 1 1 at any regular cnlrv or memorandum, « 
of their script as was necessary lo raise the either of a pulilic or seen t nature, was 
said Slim of 1.0,0001. in order to make good ina.le iif this transaction at the lime; the 
their eng.’gernent, tile probabl' consequence I:>sue of appearing on the books of 

would have been, to increase the discount the Bank not disciiarged by any cor^eq?oiid- 
on script, which at that lime amounted, on e.it piivmeiit on the books of the j)ay-otfice, 
the Io.m of April, from 13 to 1.0 pei cent. Ou.s .advaivce mmt at all limes have been evi- 
lo alFect injuriously (he credit of Boyd’.^ dent upofi an in.-.pec[io:i of Llie balances ns 
hou'.e, especially if il had Irauspifcd that i debt against tlie treasurer of the navv; 
their necessilie.s compelled them to make InU no entry seeni'i lo have b.‘en prc/ervcil, 
siichdisadvaiilageous ^alce, and must thereby which would in iticli have explained llie ap- 
have had a general tendency to augment the plication of this advance (independent of 
embarrassment of public credit. — It has also the evidence of the parties), more ]>articu- 
been stated in evidence to your committee, larly after the securities were discharged, 
that if a failure in the loans then in progress and the funds replaced. — lii the course of 
of payment hail been occasioned, either on our examination intot!iis Mibject, we thought 
the whole or in part, l)y (lie circunislancxs it proper fo enquire whetlicr, in fact, any 
above stated, the deficiejicy could not have inconvenience liad been su.daiivjd Ijy the 
been suj)plied by a fresh loan (had it been naval service, in consequence of the diver- 
neces.sary to resort lo such a measure), ex- sioii of tins portion of naval money, and 
cept upon terms of very considerable loss were more pariicuhrly led to this enquiry, 
and disadvantage to the public, — Under by tlie information, that an accejited bHl for 
these difficulties, lord viscount Melville, lODul. drawn upon the viclu.alliiig-officc, 
then treasurer of the navy, appears to have from Martiniipie, had been presented for 
suggested to Mr. Pitt, that the sum wanted payment, and dial on the IStli of February 
by Mc-ssrs. Boyd and co. might be spared, 
without a piobabilily that the naval service 
would siifler any inconvenience from the 
advance, provided there was a sufficient se- . 

curity for t.he re-payment; and no other j^tuation, and he must call again ; and that 
method having occurred, by which much j the bill was not. paid till the 1st of March, 
serious mischief lo the public coulti be pre- jthougn he bad sent it two or llirec times for 
vented, it was thought advi.sable, by the hnyment in that interval. — Upon further eri.* 
concurrent opinions of lorti Melville and quiry at the victualling-office, it appears, 

Afr. Pitt, that the application of Messrs, tliai. on the .9th of February 1797, the vie- 
Boyd and co. should be complied with, and lualling-office applied for a sum of 70,000l. 
that the sum of 40,000l. should be aclvan- at the exchequer, for the payment of several 
ced, u])on a sufficient security being given, bills, in which the bill in question was in- 
And it apffcars in evidence, that, under the eluded ; that on the 251hof the .-aine month, 
orders of lord Melville, the sum of i0,000l. l-7,0()t)k was roceivedin part of the 70,0001, 
was drawn from the bank, and on the same for that purpose ; and that on the same 
day paid over to Afr. Boyd, by Mr. Long, the said bill, with many others, was assigned 
then secretary of tlic treasury, upon Air. for payment, and would have becvi dis- 
Boyd’s depositing with Mr. Long securities charged on thatdav, or as soon after as pay- 
amounting to about 10,7001. consisting, in rnent had been called for. In this instance, 
part, of bills drawn on and accepted bythj? the delay of the assignment, and coiisequont- 
Last India company from their presidencies ly of pavmienl, appears to have arisen from 
abroad, the rest in government securities, a delay in the issues from the exchequer, 
which Mr, Long transmitted lo.Jord Alel-.ind not from a refusal of payment on the 

a z 


179/, the ilay it bc'C ime due, the holth^r 
it was told at the victualling-office, there 
was no e/fccls, or something lo that purpose; 
that llierc were maiiv other bills in the s: 
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part of tl-c trrajnrfr of the navy ; nor has it 
appeared in evidence, that any delay of pay- 
ment lias been actually occasioned in other 
branches of the naval service by the advance 
in que‘‘iion, however such a practice might 
in possible cases ha^e been produc ive of 
a differ! nc result.— \o insercst was demand- 
ed from IVI. ssr-, Boyd and co, for the 
money so advanced, and bO repaid; but 
it is to be nlwrvcd, that no inrcfrst would 
have accrued to the piibbc had the above 
sum rerii.nncd in the Bjnk in conformity 
to tht* provision of the act. — As to the 
81)111 id' 10. cool, it appears in evidence, that 
iip.Mi Mr. 1 rrtrer's iippoin'incnr lo the office 
of payniKlier in ihe jc»ir 17S6, he was inlorni* 
td by lord Mrlville. ilat he, lord Mtiville, 
w.rs inviilifed lo the i ffice in the sum of 
lo.ccol. At what lime, under what circum- 
strmc.'s, and lor what purpose, this sum of 
10, cool, originally came into the possession 
of lord Melville, the death of the preceding 
pny m:i.stc r, ih.r absincc of all public docu- 
ineirs relating to iO and the want of anv other 
evidence, prevents us from ascertaining; and 
ue can tbtrefore onlv state, tliat this sum was 
Tepl.tC!.d, but without inrerest, some time sub- 
sequent to the veif 1786; but the particular j 
- time and manner of the re* payment ue have I 
nor been able to discover. — It appears also in 
evidence, that upon Mr. Trotter succeeding 
lo the office of pa\ master, he was appointed | 
private agent to lord Melville ; and was, du- I 
ring hi.s continuance in that office, in the ha- 
bit of receiving his salary as treasurer, and 
other branches of his income arising in Eng- 
•.r well as frequent remittances from 

Scotland ; and that the sums rcci'ived by him 
on lord Melville's account were paid into the 
mixed lumi at Mcisrs, Coutis : that during 
the fourteen or lifreen years of bis being pay- 
‘ master, he at various times advanced various 
sums of money on account oi lord Melville to 
Mr, Tweedy, and to other persons, amount- 
ing to another sum of about 22 or 25,000]. 
being the said aggregate sum before-men- 
tioned ; that the sums paid to Mr. Tweedy 
amounted once or twice to 5 or 4000!. that 
of the said aggregate sum of 22 or zj.oool, 
about one half was advanced exclusively from 
the public money ; the rest irom the n ixed 
fund at Messrs. Coiitta, where all his private 
money was kept ; and the whole had been 
repaid, but without any iniercsr,— At what 
specific |)eriods these several sums were paid 
by Mr. 'Irottcr, or re-paid by lord Melville, 
we are dnable to find out; all the vouchers, 
memorandums, and writings, relating to the 
trapsactions and accounts between them^ hav* 
ing been deflroyed about the time when re- 
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leases, c^^ntaining a covenant for that pur- 
I ose, were miiiually executed upon the set- 
ilcfi ent of thrir accouiitH, viz. by lord Mcl« 
viile, on ibi- i8th of Kebruary 1798, at Mel- 
ville Cattle, and by Mr. Trotter, on the 23d 
of Feb. 1798,* in London. Mr. Trotter 
st ite.s that l e also destroyed all the books in 
which the arcou;its between lordMclv’lle and 
himself were kept, and which contained ihc 
accounts of oii»er perse ns he.sidis those be- 
tween lord Melville and Mr. 'frotrer; but 
which had all been closed, ox *pt -omr small 
acc unts between Mr. Troittrand bisfrunds, 
which he carried forward n- w bt*- ks,-— 
From the desirutl'.on wt meb fuioks aid pa- 
per*-, from the dca:h o( Mr. I'wiei'y, ai d 
Irom want of an opporiunny of i xamining 
lord Melvilie, no means were affiirdid to ns uf 
tiacino liu* prei ise applieati.m of the i-ar'Ous 
sums so ai^. Ml. cell from time to time m lord 
Melvilie*{i ordei, Hivd wi tch t. rined tin said 
iiggr gate sum cif 22 0123,000!.; or wtiich 
of these sums spicificaliy vxi rc lakin from t.>e 
public money, and which o! ihcni fiom ihe 
mixed fund ; or in what proportion rhesums 
tliac might be token frvim the mixed fund 
j consistvMl of public and whar of ptivare mo- 
ney. — It appears, h(»w'ever. that Mr. Pitt, in 
a conversation with lord Melville, miicc the 
publication of the tenth report, understood, 
rhai, besides the sum of 40,000!. another 
I sum of about 20,000!. issued tor navy srr- 
i vices, had been applied to purposes not naval, 
during the last treaiu reship of lord Melville; 
but whether the above sum of 20 oool. was 
or was not included in any of the sums here- 
inliefore mentioned wc are unable to ascer- 
tain. — in a letter written by lord Melville to 
the commissioners of naval enquiry, daied 
June 50, 1 804, p^ntained in tlienir h rep irr, 
he Btaies, that be had not declined to give 
occasional accommodation from the funds iu 
the hands of the treasurer of the navy toother 
services; and in another letter to the said 
commissioners, dated 28(h March iSo^, ho 
declares, he never knowingly derived any ad- 
vantage from any advances of public money. 

Upon the second head of enquiry referred 
to us by your order, viz.— Whether any, and 
what representations were made, to the lorija 
commissioners of his majesty’s treasury, or 
the chancellor of the exchequer, respecting 
the withdrawing from the Bank any sums of 
money so issued, since the passing of the act 
of the 2^th Geo. Ill, c. 31.; your cominic- 
tee do not find that any such representations 
have ever been made to the lords commis- 
sioners of his majesty’s treasury, nor any such 
representations to the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer except what is stated in the evi- 
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dcnce annexed of Mr. Raikes, and is admit* 
ted io die evidence ot Mr. Pitt : from whence 
it appears, that bome time in the year 1797. 
Mr. Raikes, at that time governor of the 
Bank, had occasion to hold an official inter- 
course wi h Mr. Pitt by the auth^'n v of the 
Bank ; and tha* when the otliciai biidness 
was over, in cojtsequence of in^Of'nat'On 
w’dch he had received from Mr, Gihs and 
Mi. New land, he told Mr, Pitt, in ennver- 
saMon, of his having heard ax the bank that 
m('rniMi», that the treasurer of the navy now 
kept casf> at Messrs. Courts and co/s and 
that navy hills were paid by drafts on Messrs. 
Coufts and co. inft#*ad of d.“afts upon the 
b.mk; and Mr. Pitt (hanked him For the in- 
fomintion ; that the above was the purport of 
the communication to Mr. Pitt, though the 
length of rime that had intervened prevented 
his being sure as to the terms bf it.— Mr, 
Piit admits the general import of the com- 
niunica'ion, with some difference only as to 
the terms of it; which he does not undertake 
torecollcLi with accuracy, but srates it in 
substance to have conveyed to him an im- 
pression, that Mims were drawn from the 
Bank and carried fo a private banking house, 
to a larger amount than was supposed neces- 
sary ; that he took an early opportunity of 
stating to lord Melville the information given 
him by Mr. Raikes; and though he cannot 
state precisely what further passed between 
him'-elf and lord Melville upon the subject, 
it imprc.s.scd him with a belief, that though 
sums were drawn from the bank, and lodged 
at a private banking-hr^use, no sums were so 
ttansferreJ but such as were necessary to 
carry on the details of the service in pay- 
ment to individu<ds ; and that it was difficult 
to carry on the various payments in detail in 
any odier way ; that he did not himself par- 
ticularly advert to rhe provisions of the act, 
nor did it occur to him, that drawing from 
the bank such sums as were necessary for car- 
rying on (he details of service was an illegal 
practice ; that rd) ing on the opinion of lord 
Melville, he made no investigation into the 
necessity of the pyraciice, and was so far satis- 
fied with (he 'general statement given to him;, 
that he d^d not think it necessary to commu- j 
nicate the circumstance to aay othjpr gf his I 
majesty’s servants, to make any further en- 
quiry, or to take any further steps upon the 
subject; that he, Mr. .Pitt, had no know- 
ledge or informanon of any irregulaiity in 
the management of the public money ad- 
vanced fur naval services, except from such 
communication of Mr. Raikes, till he Vas 
acquainted, after he was out of office, by lord 
Jtiairowby, that he, loc4 Harrowby, thought 


the practice which prevailed in this respect 
had been irregular, and was taking steps to 
put a flop to it. That he, Mr. Pitt, had no ^ 
knowkdge or reason to suspect any priv;itc 
profit was rna'lc of tlie naval money, or that 
rhe business of the office was so conducted as 
to admit of it till the conversation widi loid 
Harrowby ; nor ha*! he any knowledge that 
private profit had in fact been made, nor that 
any naval mimey, except the -40,000! had 
been diverted to purposes nor naval, previous 
to thv* enquiry that took pUcc bef .rc the 
commissioners of naval enquiry. And lord 
Harrowby, in his evidence before us.' states, 
that it did not immediately appear to him» 
for the reasons given in his cvidcr\ce, when 
he was appointed treasurer of the n^vy in 
June 1800, that the practice of drawing 
money from the bank into the hands of a 
I private banker, if carried on hna JiJe for the 
purpose of official cdnveniciice, and for those 
only, was necessarily illegal, or intended to 
be prohibited by the act 

Upon the last subject of the enquiry refer- 
red to u<^, as to the proceedings had for tlie 
recovery of the debt due to the crown by flic 
late Adam Jcllicoc; it appears, in (he tenth 
report, p, 1 59, .nnd the evidence in the ap- 
pendix to the report therein referred to, that 
the property of the late Mr. Adam JeHicoe 
returned by the inquisition taken upon the 
extent issued in August 17H9. had all been 
sold, and the proceeds c.irncd to account* 
long antecedent to the writ of prioy seal* 

I dated 3fst May, j8oo; except the patent of 
Mr, Cort, a farm at iShetiivld, a warelicuse 
and wharf at Gos|)ort,and a mcssna«?e at Pprls- , 
mouth Commtui, all which remain ?»iir un- ^ 
sold. It appears also, that the .sum of 4000U 
was due to Mr. y\dam Jcllicoc fronvlsis son 
Mr. Samuel jcllicoc; who in his evidence 
before the commissioners of naval enquiry, 
slates that sum to have been avivanced to him 
I by his father upon his entering into busines.s, 
[but that it appeared as a dt.-bt due from hint 
I on his father's book*?. — As to rhe patent, ic 
I docs not seem that any opportunity has oc- 
curred, though endeavours have been used, to 
make it available to any profitable pur;>ose; 
the farm at Sheffield has been takvn possession 
of by the mortgagee,-'- As to the warehouse 
and wharf, ^vhlch was valued in the inquisi- 
tion at 1000k it has been Jet to Mr. S'. Jel- 
licoe at the rent of icol. a year; on the ijd 
ofSejxember 1791* i^ol. and on the 21st of 
May, iSco, 87 5I. for ten years and a quar- 
ter’s rent for the said wharf and warehouse, 
was paid by Mr. Samuel Jeilicoe to Mr.-Troi- 
tcr, on account of the treasurer of the navy ; 
and as to the 4060k it ap|n;ars that Samuel 
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JelHcoe, not being able to d!sch:i'’gc the debt, 
an agicenitnr entered into, eirlier bet>4*een 
him and Mr. White, or b-.iwcen him and Mr. 
'1 roller, ihar l e should pay ir by in'^talments 
ot 2 col. ri \ear; rhar. on the same 25d 
ot Srprcinb'T, Jjgt, jco!., and on t hi* same 
2i‘«t ot i,7^oI. was paid to Mr. 

T r-tur, t('r d c in- Min * nrs that breame due 
lo iVc 5 1'f of M ireli, 1 8oo. — As fo the m<s- 
suage* at Port^m >iuh CnnvTion. let at 12I. a 
year, iv) r. nt seems ever to have bcv'^n rereiv*ed 
from if, n r any ptoceedings had relative to 
it, Mi’j^eqiient to the extent and inquisition. 
S:iice the said 21st of May i 800, no re. .t lor 
the wharf ar.d war- hou‘'e, nor any further in 
stabe.eiiia 4 n the 4000I. have been paid, nor 
an) measures ad.>pievl f r the recovery there- 
of. Mr. Pitt, who, in May iSoo, was Chan- 
cellor of t.he l!]xc’lK*quer, bir who went our 
ot ( fliee. -‘drlv in thvneareiiHjing, in his cx:i- 
uiii.n ion l)elore u^, states that he understood 
sufiii ient ilincuons had orignally been given 
to the ‘obLiror of tlic treasury, to fake all 
inca-^ures mets^ary for the purpose; and Mr. 
W'hire, solicitor ro the treasury, who was em- 
ployed on the occasion in the )ear 179S, by 
Mr. 'I’Diter, on beh- lf of the treasurer of 
the nav) , admits, that the instructions he re- 
ceived were the instructions usually given on 
similar ociasion>, and that under those origi- 
nal iiiNti'uetions, without waiting for further 
oiders, he thotight it his duty to piocccd, 
uhibt .here were any visible effects from 
which 'hopes could be entertained of recover- 
ing any fiirihci um^ in divclurge of ihe ba- 
lance due from Mr. Jellicoe to the public; he 
that though he had received such 
general instruct ions as are bef ore menrioned, 
yet he ihoughi himself ch.irg'jd only with con- 
ducting the law proceedings, and that he un- 
clersi«.iod Mr. Trotter had taken upon him- 
self to cxinnne into the state oftiie property 
of Mr. Jcilicoe that was recoverable, and had 
/im ployed persons for th.^t purpo.se; and Mr. 
Trotter appeirs to have ctdlecrcd such par^s 
of the debts and property of Mr. Adam Jel- 
licoe, as he ha.l an opportunity of obtaining, 
till lord Melville bad procured the writ of 
privy seal; who being thereby inde<T.ni6ed 
from the charge that stood against him on 
account of Mr. Jcllicoc's deficiency, Mr. 
'I'rotter no longer considered himself under 
the necessity of acting in the business in which 
he had before actcvl without any particular 
authority or obligation; and Mr. White not 
having iieard of the writ of privy seal till af- 
ter the examination that took place before the 
coiph.issioncrs of naval enquiiy, and having 
received no directions either from Mr. Trot- 
ter or any other person since the year 1792 or 


jyqj, has not fro.m that period take.T any 
.steps wharever relative to the subject' but 
adds, the rents due may be now recovered; 
aiivl Mr. 'I'rofer was not able to recollect 
any debts due ro the late Mr. Adam Jellicoe, 
thar he considered as recoverable. — Your com- 
mittee, duly considering the reference under 
which theii poivers are derived, have not felt 
lhem^e1ve.s at liberty to come to any specific 
resolutions on the merits of the several rran.s* 
acii'-ns which have been the sulyects of their 
enq-iiry; they have deemed iteven more con- 
sistent with their duty, to abstain from ob- 
servations, which might seem to convey a 
judgment upon any ot the points in question. 
'I'hey have endeavoured to give the house a 
correct sumni.iry of the marcrial parts of the 
evidence, confining their remarks strictly 
witfdi. the limits of explanation ; leaving the 
concliision.i to be deduced therefrom altoge- 
ther to the wisdom of the hoiksc ; but have 
thought it right to annex, in the Appendix, 
the whole of the evidence taken before them; 
considering this course of proceeding, under 
all the circu.nstanccs, as likely to prove more 
sati'-factcry to the house, Ithan if they had 
omitted those parts, which, upon a minute 
review, they might have thought nor imme- 
diately relevant ro the object of enquiry; 
trusting, that if in any instance the examina- 
tions should appear to have exceeded the strict 
line ot investigation prescribed to them, it 
will be attributed to the dc.i^ire they have felt 
to execute, in the fullest manner, the duty 
entruMcd to them by the house. 

[Minutrs of Evidknce .] — The Exa ^ 

mitialhn 0 / A r. F X a N D E R 1’ R O T T E R , Efq, 

takfH bfjore thi Committee on the ^Ttntb Na^al 
Report t 3d May, 1805. — State to the com- 
niitrec what sums were applied to services not 
naval, of the monies issued for the service of 
the navy under the treasurership of lord Mel- 
ville, to what amount, and at what time? 
Lord Melville never gave me 'Miy information 
upon the ap[ij '.cation of monies issued under 
such circumstances, and I only judge of the 
sum alluded to having been applied to other 
services, from the circumstance of its having 
been returned by a person actfng in anotlier 
department of government. — Wiiat was that 
sum ^ 40,0001. as far as I am informed ; it 
was not ibsued by ir.c. — By whom was it is- 
sued ? I believe by Mr. Wilson, who offici- 
ated for me during my absence, having been 
at that time in Scotland. — What was the dace 
of the i.ssuc? 1 am not enabled to inform you 
with any degree of accuracy, but 1 think it 
must have been some time between the mid- 
dle of August and the end of October, in the 
year . 11796. — Was Mr. Wilson employed iq 
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trans;tct btistness for you during vcur ab- I repealed.) He kepr ih<* public led c:er<! of ihc 


sencci? He was in the habit of oliiciattiig tor 
me, but not under any regular po^ve^, when 
I was absent from the office. — By what au- 
thority or power could Mr. Wilson i^siie such 
40,000!. ? I lelr him in possession of drafts 
upon the bank of England, signed by mvsdf 
as attorney to the iKa^iirer. — W itc those 
drafts filled up by yr'urcclf for c'^rtain sums, 
or your signature loft to blanks in Mr. Wil- 
son'h possession ? My signature was affixed to 
blatiks Icfr in Mr. Wilson's possession, .'.iid 
which I found necessary to carry on the hu> 
sincss of the pay office to prcveui the acci- 
dent, in case ot my illness or occasional ab- 
sence, of the cashicis making unexpecred or 
sudden demands for the public service. — Were 
the blanks for the names as will as the sums 
left ? They were. — Had you communications 
with Mr. Wibon during your absence, on the 
subject of the accounts of the pay office ? I 
had. — Are those communications preserved ? 
'rhoy are nor, as far as 1 know. — Wh?c is 
become of them ? Having closed the whole 
of this businc'rs in question, 1 did not think 
it at all necessary to preserve any part of the 
documents relating to it. — Wljat did you do 
with them ? 1 looked upon them as p'lpers of 
no consequence ; and tiu y must have been de- 
stroyed with other papers, which I may also 
have locked upon as papers of no cornequence 
to be preserved. — Arc you su'-e they arc not 
now in exi'fcuce? 1 an pusitivcly certain; 
and that they never consisted, as far as I 
know, of more than letters which Mr. Wil- 
son had written to me on the subj -ct <!uring 
my absence. — Wlicn did you destroy them ? 
1 cannot recollect, but certainly more than 
one or two )ca ‘5 ago; and I fancy in 
when I was nut of office. — Chi ynur return 
from your ab.senecs, did Mr. Wilson give 
you a regular account in writing of hiscuns- 
actions in the navy pay office during such ab- 
sences ? No ; he was not in the habit of do- 
ing so.-^llovv then could you see or come i-t 
the knowledge of what those trmsaciions had 
been, or what the comluct of Mr. Wilson 
had been ? I was •informed of his transac- 
tions, as 1 haiVC already »aid, by corresp'm- 
dcnce wi^i him ; and from his very high cha- 
lacter, and the perfect confidcucc vvbich I 
had in him, I did not find it necessary tore- 
c|uire more from him than verbal explanations 
upon any particular point of transarrions 
which had taken place in my absence. — Did 
Mr. W'ilson keep any account-books or led- 
gers in which those transactions were regis- 
tered ? I do not believe that any entry was 
made in any ledger of the transactions which 
you have p.-irticuisrly alluded to.— (Question 


office in hich all my puhl.c tr;ins;h i^ons have 
been rcguJaily entered. — Ar^* th.ise lvdi.'efs in 
existence ? They are, and in ilic n.ivy pay 
office. — Was the .•'U«n of 40. cool, aiiodf'd to 
by you as li.iving bfcn paid by Mi. Wilson 
for services not naval, in ihi' \c:ir 1796, the 
only sum paid iiiuler the same citc'j:«)‘‘ta!'ces 
of which >ou haic anv knov\ ledge? It was, 
as far as I recollect. — Did >011 neu r pay any 
sum or sums )oiir*tlf by draf^t nr notes, or 
payment of any d( script icn, inro the hands 
of lord Melville, or any ptI^on nuthorifed by 
him, or on his i»ce',iuut, of public int-nev is- 
sued for naval .*;{ ’ ^ iCes for purpo‘.e.s nor naval ? 

I have slread) c tpl.iirnd n y dillieuby to the 
commissioiurs of uaial f nquirv, of discrimi- 
nating between my j-aibbc areJ private monies; 
and I have alread> declaretl to you, that Idid 
not kn»)w the. application which lord Mel- 
ville may have madcof advances wliich 1 may 
have occasionally made to his lordsliip.— - 
(Question repeated.) 1 presume I have.— 

Ai what time, and to uliar amnum,? .My re- 
collection does not enable me to nr that 
question.— Were any onttics m.kic by >ou, 
or any person authoiiz.d by \0!), in any 
books or ledgers, ur any mcit'orandum kept 
of any deH'ription, of Mich p.i) menf ? J kept 
1 regular accounts of all my niosu-y transac- 
I tions with lord M..lviilc, I'ut having closed 
I and settled the whole of them, nod a mutual 
! rrlease having p5"^‘-ed between u^, I have not 
j thought it neces.sary to preserve any, docu- 
I ments rc.'tpecting my transactions with his 
j lordship. — Arc those dccuments in existence ? 

I I'hcy are not, as ffir as I know. — Wiitn vtcre 
j they destroyed ? At the time I was oiTt dr d% ’ • 
fice; J *hink in r^'03. — ►Did you destroy 
ti?cm ? I did ; J burnt those I thoui^ht nnne- 
cc.s.-ary to ke. p. — Did those bonks or d(?cu- 
mems co.ttain yom accounts u iih any other 
perons besides my lord Melville? I hey did. 
—When was the release before menrijned 
executed ? ,In the year 1^03, to rhe best of 
my recollection. — When pay ments of the de- 
scription above stared were made, were they 
always made to lord Melville j)Crsonally ? 
Not always. — Did you ever? 1 do not, at 
this niofijcnt, recollect I ever did. — To 
whom did you ever pay, on I rd Melville’s 
account, pulilic money fwr purposes not na- 
val ? I used most frequently to pay them into 
the hands of the princip il mon-y conductor, 
one of the officers c:f ihe navy pay office. — 

W hat was his name? Mr. Tweedy; he is now 
dead. — What other person did you lYukc such 
payments to ? I cannot recollect any other 
persons at this rnoincnt. — How long has Mr, 
'I’wccdy been dead ? 'J’vvo or t]-,rcc years 
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sfnce lord Melville's trcasuresliip ceased*— 
To what other persons did you make such 
payments to ? I do not rec'jllect any 
other person. — Was there any account be- 
tween Mr, 'Tweedy and you ? None. — 

What was the nature of the dischjir^^e you 
received from Mr, T^veedy. 1 took no dis- 
charge. — What, auihoriiy did Mr. Tweedy 
produce to y('ii for the payment of such 
money ? The demand for such money had 
previously been made by loid Melville to 
mrsell. — Verbally, or in writing ? Ver 
bally. — Did you keep any account of the 
•urns paid to Mr. Tweedy, in consequence 
of such verbal demands of lord Melville ? 
I entered* them in the accounts which I kepf 
with his loniship. — Are they in existence ? 
1 have already mentioned, that 1 had nor 
thought it necessary ro preserve any accounts 
between lord Melville and mysiif, a mutual 
release having passed between us. — Do you 
know the amount of any such sums which 
you may have paid to Mr. 1 ’ weedy ?— My 
lecolkction does not serve me to specify any 
such sums.— Do you recollect any thing 
about the date of such payments ? 1 do not. 

—Do you recollect what sort of sums they 
may have bt-en ? Once or twice they may 
have amounted to between 3 and 4000I. but 
not larger. — To what other per<ons did you 
make such payments to. besides Mp. 'rweedy ? 
1 do not rrcollccf, — In making such pay- 
ments to Mr. IVecdy, did >ou consider 
him as a public officer, or a private agent of 
lord Melville? 1 obeyed lord Melville’s di- 
rections in paying the money to him, with- 
^ v4uu«4»rC|cnding to consider whether be was a 
private agt nt or not, — Had you any public 
money transactions with .Mr. Tweedy oracial- 
ly ? 1 had. — Where were those public 

official transactions recorded ? In the Navy 
Pay Office. — Are the payments to Mr. 
'Tweedy, by lord Melville's verbal order, re- 
corded there aho ? They are not in any 
inflance. — Do you know into whose hands 
the 400,000!. paid by Mr. Wilson during 
your absence in the year 1796, for purposes 
not naval, was placed ? 1 only know from 

the infortnatior. which Mr. W’ilson has given 
me upon ih.'it subject. — What was that in- 
ibrmaiiun ? That he had paid the money 
to lofd Melville. — By whom* and at what 
time* was that money returned ? 1 have 
already stated in general terms* that I believe 
it to be returned by Mr. Long; but I can 
only speak with my own knowledge in respect 
to the ia^t payment, which, as far as I can 
lecollecr* amounted to 6*cooL and which 
was returned to me by Mr. Long some time 
in January 1 798*— At what period or periods 


was the 34,000!. returned, and to whom ? 1 
have no further knowledge of rhe circum- 
stance, as I was much in Scotland ^ in the 
latter end of 1796, and in the 3 ear 1797* 
and the repayments were made, to the best 
of my knowledge, during my absence ; but 
I am very certain that the 6,oooI. which I 
received in January 1798* completed the 
full repayment ol the 40,000!. — W'ere any 
entries made in the office-bocks of sucH re- 
payments? None that 1 know of. — How 
then did ynij come to theconviction of the pay* 
ment of 6,oool. in January 179S, making 
the balance of the 40.000I. paid out as be- 
fore stated in the ) ear J796? From a know- 
ledge which 1 have at all times had of the 
state of iny balances, by which I must have 
seen when any deheienrv that may have ex- 
isted was paid np. — How came )ou then 
not to see the dates of the repayments of 
such 34,000!.? I make no doubt that 1 
may have seen the dates, but 1 have no recol- 
lection of them whatever. — Where were th«y 
recorded ? In my own private books.— 
Where are thofc books ? They arc the books 
before mentioned, which 1 did not think ne- 
cessary to preserve. — Were the sums paid to 
Mr. 'Tweedy by lord Melville’s verbal order 
ever returned to you, or in any way repaid to 
the account of the public in the navy pay 
office, or to any other fund ? They have 
unquestionably been all repaid to me, and 
I have accounted for the whole of the money 
that has been put under my charge for naval 
services.— Did lord Melville pay interest to 
you for such sums during the time they were 
in his possession? Lord Melville has paid 
me interest for sums of money, but not upon 
these which I have stated to have been paid 
to Mr. Tweedy. — Who are Mr. Tweedy’s 
executors ? He left two sons, but whether 
they arc his executors or not I do not know. 
— Was any interest paid on the 40,000!. ad- 
vanced during your absence by Mr. Wilson ? 
No e that 1 know of. — Were the sums ad- 
vanced to Mr. Tweedy advanced out of the 
mixed fund at Messrs. Coutts, or were they 
advanced out of a fund which consisted ex- 
clusively of public money ? I do not recol- 
lect any other advances than thosc'made out 
of the mixed fund at Messrs. Ccutts. — What 
reason had ycu for considering that the 
40*oooK was advanced out of the public 
money ? It was from a general impression 
which I received from the communications 
made to me upon this subject, and I do not 
kqpw whether this 40,000!. was advanced 
from Messrs. Coutts or not. — What may 
have been the total amount of money, de- 
scribed to be advanced at difierent times to 
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Mr. Tweedy by order of lord Melville, as j sidcr Mr. Tweedy ‘rfiidy as a messenger to 
neatly as you can recojitet ? The total ■ carry the niorvy if» - . I iJ!-*, o» o'^n- 
amoimt of monies of thi:, description, to the | cerned in tlie nyp'i ition 'f :io r*i f 
best of iny reco>Wrion, have never, in the; Merely as a i;;e *»/ r/ r. 

whole, exceeded 30,000!. uniil ll.e sum of I T/*^* Janh.rtM _ * v- ,vr 

40,000!. w:i«. added to it ^ but 1 Cainiiir I r' t jc, 

state with certainlv that the whole of the Of the mu*'-, v.oi .svMn time 


sums constitiiriiig that 30,000!. was advnn- * to lime u) ie.-i ^■ Jlvi‘;V. r-of \,-- eding the 
ced to Mr. Tweedy. — lo whoai w.ts any | 20,000!. as men'lo.ied >esferday, do you 
pait of the 50,000!. advancci!, which i kium whetIvT ain I'lnt ol it was applied to 
was not paid 10 Mr. Twee 1 y r 1 have j any puldic piupev? I eo not, but 1 beg to 
already stated, that I do nut rrcollect. — be iiowusioed, ti^i tins sum whicli 1 mco' 
Within what period of time did these issues ti*mcd ^c^terday, is nut connected with the 
lake place ? 1 mean to comprehend the sums which f have m. ntioned before, the 


whole time during which I acted 's p.iymas- 
ter under lord Melville, fur 14 or f ^ years. 
■ — Why did you dcMDy papers in wiiich 
otlier persons accounts were L pf, as W( II as 
lord Melville’s. P.xnise tlic whole of my 
accounts were clo.'cJ upon my leaving Lon- 
don, excepting some private family concerns, 
and very small accounts between my friends 
and myself, which I carried forward into 
new books. I desire to state to my former 
answer, that lo.oooh of the 30,000!. had 
accrued before I was appointed to niy ofHce. 
— By whom was the io,ocoL advanced? I 
do not know'. — How did yt)u know the ex- 
istence of such a ilcbl ? By lord Melville’s 
acknowledgin'iu to m*. — 'To whom did he 
acknowledge himself debtor ? 'To the oCiee. 
— Of how Jong standing had that d *br been? 
I have no knowledge of the circumstance. — 
To who.n was that lo.oool. repai 1 1 J: must 
have heen repaid to me, — In what c.ipaeiiy 
did you receive that sum that )ou had never 
.advanced ? In capacity of piyrndsier. — Did 
you then conceive it to be. a de'>t due to the 
jmblic ? T did, — Was any inteie!;C paid 
iij>on ii ? None. — I lad nor lord McIviJlcniaJc 
such acknowledgment, could yon have traced 
such debt due from him to ih«' public, in 
.any of the ofiiee -books ? 1 c»aild cerrainly 

have told that the balance of the aecviunt put 
under my charge was so much dehei.ni. — 
Was lord Melville debited for juch sum in 
any of the books ? f Ic was not. — What was 
the nature of the ackn nviedgment of lord 
Melville.^ Merely verbal. — Did you con- 
ceive Mr. Tweedy acting as a private agent 
for lord Melville, or ever acting for him in 
that capacity ? I consider him, in these in- 
stances, to have been acting lor hiM Ivjrdship 
in a private capacity. — llxpliin private? 
Mcrc-ly as a person sent ii> mcliy his lordship 
10 receive the money which 1 had previously 
been directed to pay to him. — Were those di- 
rections from lord Melville to procure mmey 
generally, or to procure him public money r 
'I’o procure money generally,— Did you con*^ 

V o L , V *— 


! commissioiicT'. of naval ejupiiry to have beiMi 
ccasiunaliv ru Iv.mn: to lurd Melville, and 
for which I accounted his hardship my pri- 
vate debtor. — In the tentli report it is men- 
tioned, that a cert.'ii.i sum was left in Mr. 
Ti otter’s hands, as the balance of the first 
part of the second frensureship, where is that 
sum now, amounting to 1^484!. 1 5s. 3d. ? 
'The grearer part of it is still in niy posses- 
sion, but a small part has been paid away at 
one payment. — Wliat was the amount of the 
small pavment ? 1 issued 200I. to the outsider 

to inakep'P ment of a larger demand, assisted 
I by money in the cashier’.s h.snds. — Wlieu 
was that payment made ? It was made ia 
December r ^04, and 1 have tak'^n ineasurf'}i 
within these two days to piy up the whole 
balance. — WMiai are the mra^iiics you have 
taken ? 1 have empiired into the amount of 

balances remaining unassigned in that trea- 
Mircship, ssiih a view to procure assign l ems 
being made so as to reduce the balance. — 
'Jo whom do you [nopo^e to piytlic bjianre, 
uiicn it is so n tlme l ? d he .icrMimt (leaig* 
ne'«r!v closed, I cspeit direetiois', Irom rlas 
auditvJi’s (jfii: * lu piiy ih«‘, balance into the 
esici eipai r. — W hat ob-.f icics h .vc iheie been 
lit t!;e v\,.y 10 an caili-T s' nlcmeni ttl ihis 
aecMUiii f h'n'in ib.e p'-culiarly ;::ii..r:* 
inamKr in v^iiicli t!i u: 1!.- -_• > 

CHMSurci a.'-e rcrjaii- d to i '- iL iiut 
which iiitiic.acy an -(om fh * u.'.mo iccu- 
racy which is r>bst'n'nl.— - ’ !■< i' i* .1 c ilaii* 
sum mcmioned in lie pi.i/ -'t the 

tenth rt port oi ti cor’ u. ■'^"..‘ci ■: of ji.a- 
val enrpiiry, t*i . su' i nr r;;b-p. jd. 
whit.'; Will p c. t .rru iu/d >]elv»iL-‘s mvmi 
haiids in M^y or jin* I'-nc', vvlileh was I’lO 
b.iiance ol lord }*i-:iv:Ile/s Ji.sr ttea ii'i^lu’p, 
ending in dvi yon kiiovv where that 

sum now is? i <\ij nut, any furilaT than 1 
have heard lord .Mcivtlle, within i:v-sc three 
weeks ora inoiuh say, ih.it ! c m* ant to pay 
it in: mediately into the exidiequ.’r. — From 
the stare of the accounis of lord Melville’s 
first treasuretbip, could that balance lave 
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b<’cn c.irlicr pr;i .1 into the exchequer ? — I ap- in this to refer to my cvitience given before the 
I'rchf-nJ not until within these three or four coinmi'«si(«fier!» of naval enquiry, in page 220, 
inniiths, M.iril which lime tli.it account of his as an explanation to an answer that 1 then 
Jor.iship had not been delivered to the au- gave on tint subject, and which, as I did not 
tiltdrs. — Upon what docs that depend, the rccolkct at that time the circumstances now 
il.li'/ejry to ihi- ati'.ifvirs ? 'riic final arran;;e- menfiuned, was then perfectly correct ; and 
iTicnt of the .!< rouet, in the iiiinurc inanu^r I must further amend my evidence of yester- 
in vvhich 1 h.r'.e cndeavouitd to describe, in day by novv saving, that 1 do not think lord 
which the wli-de payments made in the trea- Melville gave me verbal, or any instructions, 
Mire.ship are brought to agree in the account in some instances wherein 1 had advanced 
f»f the .sums as Lcrtifi»'d to the several boards, sums of ruoney for his lordship to Mr. 
wiih the acci'MiU made up in a dillcrent form, ’Vwced\ .] — Upon what authority, then, did 
and delivered to the auditors. — Whether any you in.ikc such advances ? I acted in those 
of rise payments which you had made to Mr. iiiiianccs from my own judgment in the ma- 
'l^veed^•, hy lord Melville's direction, had 1 uagement of his lordship’s concein*:, — Yon 
iinv' iclatinn to those circumstances which li.ul at limes verbal instructior.s fr.un lord 
l(ird Mtlville had conlidentially communi- iVklvillc? Yes, 1 had. — Of the sums ad- 
Cuiod to you, and which you did not cKem 1 vanced to Mr. Tweedy and others, for the 
voursi lf at liberty to relate, as incntionc«l in use of lord IVL lviile, stated by you yesterday 
p.ij/c 203 in lilt* tenth report ? 1 had no such j to ainou it to ihe sum of 20^000!. to which 

all'idoii. — ['The witness dc-^-ires to amend his I you have added a lurthcr sum of 2 or 30C0I. 
cvulcnce of yesterday, as to sums advanced ! to-day, can you now, uj^jii recollection, stare 
to Ollier persons besides Mr. Tweedy: (see | how much was public and how much pri- 
/vMc- XV. Z/v/ 3.) In looking at my banker’s vatc money? I have no means to enable me 
book, 1 find that I have occas.‘;ioiully made to state that circumstance with accuracy, 
p.i; incnts into the hou.ses of Messrs. Drum* — Pica.'.e to state it generally ? As nearly as I 
iMond and Me.ssrs. Courts, and to my lord can state it, about one half pnblicaiidone half 
Melville’s secicfary, Mr. Abes, and other private, — Do you moan to s.iy one half cxclu- 
inenibcrs of his lordship’s family,] — D > you sivcly public? I do. — Do you mean the otlier 
mean to say that all tlitse paymenis, added to half excludvely private? I mean the other 
the payments made to Mr. Twxcdy, do not half to have hecMi principal! v advanced from 
exceed in the whole, and during the whole 1 iny account at the hou-'C of Messrs. Coutr.** 
ri.ne of your acting as piymastcr to lord | and co. — t)f the advantes from 10 to zo.cocl. 
Mciviile, the sum of 2o,oool. ? Upon a I mentioned in the tenth report to have been 
further censidoration of the sums whicli I j made by you to lord Melville at diiFcrent 
stared ycitcrd.iy, I should wish to add to that ; times, have you now any means of judk»ing 
^ ^. .suin or 3CC0!. — When did your private 1 what part vvas public and what private 
agj’ney begin witli lord Melville ? I do nor I mono’, ? I Ivlicvc the whole to have been 
ieo(/!iccr; 1 had no regular appointtneur .ns advanced fioui my accvounts at the hou'-e of 
j'rivato agent. — Were any acts of private ■ Mes^r^, Ct)utts and co. — Was iniercst always 
agency perform.’d by you for lord McIviiJe, 1 paid by lord Melville to you on those ad- 
pr* vioiis to your app.»i>irnw.ut as p.iyma'^icr of I Vances ? It was not. — V/.ib it ever paid? 
ilie navy ? Not an}. — ^\'lv*n did me j>iiv.irc | No ; his lordship paid mv; no interest for 
agM'.cy cease? Ir has not ccactd. — lia/c j those advances. — What was it that induced 
you pcilormed any act of jnivafc age:*rv' ' you to exercise your judgment in making 
Since the execution of the rcleasc.s in 1803 rj paymen's to Mr. 'Tweedy, without any di- 
1 have. — Y/hat do you mean hy i.ncnibers »)f • rcction from lord Melville so to do ; was it 
lord Mclviilt b fa niiy ? I mean his doiiicsric ; from any knowledge of the manner in which 
sen .lilts. — [ 1 he wiimss w^^hcs to amend- his | the money so paid to Mr. Tweedy was 10 
ac.^wer ot yc'^terday, in xvi. Un*: ^^9) — 1 be applied on account of lord Melville r I 
1 have alrcadv ainemled my evidence of allude to private transactions in the manage- 

icrday, so f.ir a/ro say, that I had made ad- menc of lord Melville's private biLsincss, in 
vanccs for lord Melville to others bc.sidcs Mr. wdiith J had general directions, although not 
'^Twtedy ; and I have no.v further to amend specific directions on every occasion. — Are 
rny answer of yesterday, by saying, that some the committee to understand that some of 
ed those advances made to others than Mr, the payments made to Mr. Tweedy, on lord 
'1 weedy, but constituting the sum as 1 said Melville'saccounr, were made to Mr.Tweedy 
yesterday of 20,oool. and to which to-day 1 as to a person who had the management of 
have added 2 or j-oool. were advanced from lord Melville's private affairs ? Mr. 'V weedy 
funds cxelusivcJy of public money i and I wish had noi ihc management of lord Melville s 
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private plain to the committee Mr, Douglas. — Is he doa^l ? He ic.- -When 

hilt circumstance cuul.i induce you to pay did he die? Jn Deccinl>i.r I'yb^. — Have 

to Mr. ’^IVccdv money on account of lord \oii r.iiy means of kiivuvin^ !: "v J lotr Jr^ril 

Aidvillc’s priv.ite aff'dis, without lord Md i Melvllie liad had in In'- po.wision the su..; (>t' 
vilic\s dircciion, .md without considering | lo.ccol. which I Til Medvilic aclinowl dged 
Mr. d’weedv as bri-ig .any private ag' iit of. to Imxc had in his po.ssc‘sicn .r tie tiir.“ \!Ui 
lord Mel li lie’s ? I have alo ady ''.aid ihat I . fijcamc paymaster ? 1 have nor, — l ic.i' tiid 

had general directions Tfom lord Melville in , loni M^.I\ ille describe to y ou tlsac he had 
the inana.u'mcnt of his private ad. lirs, ilun;»h j become poss’^s-d of tlie io,cccI. vvfdch In: 
mot speciiic ones in every iubtance ; and when , then described himself to owe to the navy 

any Mini of money came inio my Innds upon nny oPIcc ? 1 do iv)t p’rremher that his 

his lonldiip's account, I have taken it upon ! lordship expl lined himsvU to me upon iliac 
jiu: to apply that money without directions | 'ubject. Had yon any means u( knowing 
from his lordsliip. — What were those general wpcrhor tb.it had been applied to a public t»r 
dircciions It wasagcn ral periiiisium to ' a pilvarc p.u p 'se ? 1 had not, fnriiicr than 

act for lord I'vMvillc as J thuuglit proper, in bi'.birvisiiip having exppiesscd his aj-prclicn- 
his private aflairs. sh)M'; that it miglit nltim.itcly lie prejudicial 

'■rhe fin they exumnuitio*} nf Alexan hr T% otter ^ to his interest.-- In what manin r ? lie did 
tah'fi the Gth of M(n\ not enter furdier in explan.iiion with me 

Can) on recollect anv thing aVjnr the re- j on the .subject. — When you drenbed tins 
p,i)inent of the sp 'cMic fu": of i cool. . sum of lo.occl. to nvtke p.'irt of a sum I'f 
w'hich, at wnir com.'jnMc ing p pM lor/f to.ocol. whic'h had been advanced to Mr. 
Melville ackno'x I dg' i to \ on tl. it he o - -nf to j 'IVv.cdy f*r the use of lord Melville, did 
the public ? 1 do no:. — What ' nn.^ d.iti eon i ^ on mean iliat y«.n had b rn infermed. by 

annually receive, ns my lord | ri- \ .Mr. '1 w'cedy of this s>i n bting so appii d ; 

v.'itc .agent, fVoiU Mlur snare: .h .''av mg tho;c f;f or was it from lord .Melville only ta.it yi n 
his .s.iiary as rre.nurer (d tl c navv ? Ido .n't tienved any knowledge td’ this sum of 
rccv)llccr any rtygibir pa', o'-mis in.idc ' rocoob.^ It wa:, Irom lord M dvide only 

to me upon 1 - lord hip'*. nc-on \ cd.dmu'di ' thir I lirjd a^v iubrmauiMi upon ihe M:b|.'Ct 
1 have lecei'cd c.uv.i J'T.ihle i. and m of thus lo cool. ; arul it 1 hav i ( nveN.-id, 
n’..mv iin 1 me •s.-.-C.ni y c-ii !o! rn an;’ cp'uinn ' by my for.iuT eMdence, the ide.i that this, 
of li.e cvM.igc : I cmuii-s*. — i)M ) on ic- | sinn ot money I .id been advain. M to h»rd 
ccivi‘, ns f.ir .is ytm are iuformcsl, .dl ]. rd . Mcb.ille tlirough the meins of Mr. I wc^-iy, 
JVlel\ilic/s privan* iiK.ane in die cep.U'irc (d |1 mu t beg to corr'ct tliat sMrcmeiit.-Aj j.is 
Im; jiriva'o .1 J' IT ? I believe 1 rec-iied all | that lo, cool, been repaid? 'i'ii.ic lo.ort-l. 
bis incj.r.c ini'. :ig in this coiin’ry, hut i ; will as evyry ollu-r Mim for uvuli loid 
c.inijoi spc.ik With cert.iiity, — Did you re- j e.uliillc has been indebteil to il’.e pu'.Uic, a.s 
c'cive f 'r h.im his sal. tv a» nc.ourcr of tin- Hrmsiinrof the iin’^y . and width b.is .‘cerned 
n.oy? 1 did. — 1 h.: \.’ho!c of it? As f.ir | since the year «7S'6, wdi-n I yv..s appoinrci 
as 1 re. I (bd., — Ibi'.c )gu brnight the , p!ym...s\T, I a. been rcjuid, 
d'l^* of the r;b:isc>? 1 have. — Vv h..t ViV'e ' 'i '.r juetl.\i t^innifiatLn cf A' xa'i.hr TroUcrt 
they? 'riicy were .signed by lord Melville ciq, take n ith f i Amy xho^^ 

upon the ihih of Kebrnarv 1SQ5, and by Where were the relea'.es exeenred betwrea 
nu'-cit 11,00 thtc 23d (jf ihrt monili. — Von } 01 and lord Melville ? d be r. Ic-oe v\a'» siyn- 
having staled yourrclf to be stiil private ed by his lordship at his ow n fkaisc in .Scot- 
agent to lord Mo’lvillc, wlnt ci re mn'-ta nee land, and by myself in I/mdoii. — Did a*)/ 
then Jed to the cxicnrii.n or muted n leases conversation r^biiivc to the accotmr bojk.s^ 
between you ;^nd lord Melville? I know or their drsiruction, take jdacc between you 
no circnmsiance, excepting tint of his lord- and lord Melville previous to thc-r bring de- 
ship having left this country, and, .as J srio)cd? "ihc.srljjectncvLTC.imeuiidercon- 
thoughr, without any intention of returning ; .sidcraiion between his lordslnp and mvselr, 
and J conceived that it would be a satisfac- to the best of my recoil*, ction. — Has any snl)- 
iaction to lord Melville as well as myself that sequent convenation taken place on that snb- 
our heirs in the case of the death of either jeet ? None, except of my liaving informiid 
of us, should have as little trouble as possible his lordship of the fact, and the r.vrct which 
in arranging the several account.® which had we have both felt on the circu:nJtaiite.—-l la.**, 
e.xistcd so long between us. — Were the booki any communication by letter, before, .n sjncc* 
of account destroyed before or alter the cxc- taken place upon that subject ? N<mo wf>ai- 
cution of the rckascs? It was after that j ever. — Can you give to the comnuitte ;iny 
iiJtc*-^Who preceded you paymaster ?j more precise explanati.n ol the (.jiiversaiioiv 
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which you related ycsterda) to have taken 
place btiuceii you and lord Molvllle, at the 
time he atkiiowledprfd his debt of io,oool. 
to the public, when \ou commenced paymas- 
ter, or can you now iicollict with ir.t'rc pre- 
cision what tiic words were u'^ed h>' lord 
McKill-? I am scrj), irom the distance of 
time when that conversation took pltce, ih.at 
lhave ir not in m} power to give any further 
c.xplanaiion upon that subject. — IMcasc to le- 
peat Ins vvonls, as near as yon can recollect, 
that yell l)clorc mentioned ? His lordship ex- 
pres.ad his apprehensions that the circum- 
stance alluded to might ultimately j<rovc pre- 
judicial to him, and which [ conchidjd to he 
meant in a I'.ccuniary bght. — What circum- 
stance? 'The circumstance ol the balance put 
under my charge bciog about Jo,coGi. kss 
ihtsn the l)alaiKv h r which he wa-. acenunf- 
able to the puidjc. — Do )oii kmjw whether 
Jord Melville h<is:itieMcd and leturtied to the 
proper (.flii er, tlic genorai statement of his ae- 
coiintsiranMniTted to him to attest, butvi'hich, 
as appears in liic i^^ih page of the tenth 
report, had not tiun been returned to tl^c a*.- 
countanr, which prevented il.c amount from 
being di^iivcred Into the auditor’s oflicc? IJis 
lordship has atfeTed and returned the ac- 
count, a d It was detained at the tiint which 
the aeroiint.int mentions, from the statement 
which had b:en sent to his lordship (or his 
attestation having been lound incomplete.' — 
Arc the draffs drawn upon the bank from the 
navy pay oiricc, wlv n paid, returned to the 
cilice at stated peri^>ds ? 'I hey arc always re- 
turned w'licn the book is balanced, which has 
.--^bevn generally, but not invariably, once a 
month, — V. lien returned, arc they preserved? 
I hey have net b-cen preserved, as they arc 
eonsidervd to he ol no use when the balance is 
ngreed,' — Duiing the 14 }ears \ou were pay- 
master, did vou receive in all, upon lord 
^^lelvillc's private account, to the amr.unt '*f 

20,ccol. ? 1 certainly have What were the 

sources of income in Kng’and, of which you 
described yourself yesterday to be in 1 he re- 
ceipt on aecoiint ot lord Melville ? J have, 1 
believe, uniloriiily received his salary as trea- 
surer of the navy ; but I do not iccollect that 
any oth< r rcctipts which have come into 
bands ot his lordship's iucoinc were derived 
from any public situation, but have been con- 
fined to sums w'hich I may have received in 
the management of his private afTairs.— What 
was the largest sum you ever had in your 
hands of the private account of lonl Melville 
at one time? I’hat appears perfectly impos- 
sible for me to ascertain, as his private trans- 
actions passed through an account current in 
which his lordship was generally indebted to 


me ; but at other times the balance was iii fa- 
vour of his 'ordsh'p, when 1 neither charged 
inteiv/t upon any balance due b) his lordship, 
nor did 1 cl argc myfcif with any interest at 
tunev whcMi il.c balance mas have been in his 
lordi.iip'*. fav(.iir. — Po )<u recollect the 
largest bahiMCc in ihr aetount current that 
ever apji.o^ J in hivi ur ol lord Melville ? lu 
an actou >t comprehending to long a period, 
it was verv duTiiuIi rnc to give an accu- 
rate answer to iluit i|ueMicn ; but it eeitainly 
has at some time bun as large as between 
2COol. or 3CC0I. in lofd Melville’s lavour, — 
Do V' u fLCtlkcr tlie l*rgL^t balance in the 
account currein if. at eiei appi aied in your 
favour, wih h- same d-, git e ol accuracy? 1 
do pot recollr’ct with the 'aiiie (k*erce o( ac- 
curacy but ] have iron a forruci occasion 
dcrl.ircd 11 I. d ucut exceulid liom ro to 
20 ocok — Do > ( s. now allude to the sums 
mentioned in ) our evidence liclorc tin coin- 
niissioiiers ol r.av-'l ti.tjuiry, to have bci n ad- 
vanced by you oceasumnlly to lord Melville, 
to the sums incniioiud by you in your evi- 
dence belore this CMiwiiincc to have been ad- 
vanced to loid Mi'lv i!!' ilin iigh the banris of 
Mr/I’werdy, Mus.'-r'-. Dniin«r.ond, and others, 
or to any odUT ui.ns r I allude to the sums 
whiih I bad ()ceavi(ni:i!ly ndv. liCcd to lord 
Mthillc, as Mated in die tenth it jnjrt; but 
s( me of tho.c occ/isional advai.ce^ nuy have 
btcn made through ilu* hands c>l Mr.- Twee- 
dy, Messrs. Drummond, or ctl crs. — Arc the 
committee still to understand ll at you mean 
the advances of Irom 10 to 20, cook as men- 
tioned in ibe tenth report, to iicdbtinct and 
different tu.m the advances ol 23,000!. made 
by you in the whole, as stated by you in 
evidence belore ti.is comir.itti e ? They are 
'•till to undcrsiand so. — Did these dilfercnt 
.ulvances a’l pa‘S through your account cur- 
rent with lord Melville ? I lu y did not. — 
Dr tinguiih which did and wliiih did not? I 
cannot do it from memory. — you any 
documents to reter to? I have, already staled 
that I bdvc none, and my rtgrer for that cir- 
cumstance. — Why were some of the advances 
placed ill the account, and others not ? 1 only 
placed the sums in the account currept of which 
1 knew of the appropriation ; of the appro- 
priation of the other sums 1 was ignorant.— 
Do you mean by appropriation, that you bad 
the payment of such sums on behalf of lord 
Melville ? With regard to the account cur- 
rent, Ido. — You have stated to the commit- 
tee, in a former part of your evidence, that 
you did receive interest on some advances 
made to lord Melville, on others none ; you 
have to-day stated, that in the account cur- 
rent you had neither charged interest to lord 
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Melville, when the balance in that account 
appeared in your favour, nor paid it whm it 
appeared in lavour of l)is lordship ; on what 
advances then did you charge inrercs: ? I al- 
liidcd to a sum of money vi'hich his hardship 
direeiAl me to borrow, and for which, his 
Ivirdship paid a regular interest of 5I. per cent. 
^Ihe further t xammntion f AUxauder / tutter, 
isp taken the c^th of May iHoj. 

Were y<ni the lender of the money borrow- 
ed for lord Melville, and fur which he paid 
an interest ? 1 was.— What was the amount f 
My recollection docs not cnal#h: me to state 
this with accuracy ; but 1 beli ve, to the 
best of my knowledge, that it was a sum not 
exceeding trom 20 to 23,000!. — Is that sum 
repaid ? It is.— How long since ? Four or five 
years. — Was you agent lor the whole of lord 
Melville’s income arising from private sources 
in England ? As far as 1 kn<.w I was so. — 
VV’ere you in the receipt of the wdiole or any 
part of lord Melville’s income, arising finm 
private sources in Scotland ? His lordship has 
made me fieqiient remittances from Scotland ; 
but 1 do not know from wlut buurces they 
aiose. — You were not iIkii rc^gularlv in the 
receipt of lord Melville’s inco:r,c arising 'rorn 
private sources in Scotland ? 1 was nor.— l^o 
you know of any instaiice between Au^iM 
i%c)bt and j irsuary 179S, of any navy bill or 
victudbng 1)111 becoming dire and present d 
lor pa\ o '-nr, not having been jvod a hen pre- 
sent»-d, o'ving to the want of elfccis for the 
payment of such navy and victualling bill ? 
^riiat certainly is not within my knowledge. 

• — Mu.it yi'ii have known it from your situa- 
tion ill the navy payM-fiice, if such an event 
had actually happened ? 1 think I must un- 
ijuestionably have known it. — During that 
period, in a former part of y'our evidence, 
you have stated that yon were in Scotland; 
had such a circuill^tancc happened during 
your absence in Scotland, w'ould it have bec-n 
coiniminicafcJ to you officially, either by Mr. 
Wilson or Mr. Swafficid, cashier of the vic- 
tualling bills ? Undoubtedly a circumstance 
so singular would have been communicated 
to me by one or other of those gentlemen, 
especially ^as I do not believe or recollect that 
any such circumstance had occurred during 
the whole time 1 acted as paymaster of the 
navy. — What is the longest })eriud at any one 
time of your absence from London, during 
the time that you was paymaster, during 
whicluieriod Air. Wilson wa.s drawing mo 
ney from the bank with blank checks signed 
by you f I was absent from the pay-officof I 
believe, between three and four months in the 
year 1797, upon the occasion of rny marriage 
in Scotland; but 1 have very seldom bceti 
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absent from the office for any period of rime 
nearly appr aching to this. — [Mr. j'rofter 
produced release between him and lord AIcl- 
ville — Rdea-e read.] 

7 hr Jurthtr exnmmanon of Ahxn^'der rot ter , 
tsq, taken the lOtb of May iSo;. 

Who drew the release bclvveeii )Ou and 
lord MLlville ? Mr. Spoitiswoode, of back- 
ville-streci, mv .soliL-it 'r. — Is he dead ? Yes. 
— Who se/tli'tl it ? 1 do not know ifanv one. 
— V/ho gavr rlir; instruciions for it? It pro- 
ceeded fiom an advice of Mr. Spolii!>w'(jode 
hiin.'^clf, who brought me ihe deed ready pre- 
pared, without any particular instnicnons 
from any one. — Was any particular insr ruc- 
tion given, or did any order or coniersatioti 
take place U[)on the particular part of the 
deed which relates to the .Mving uji or de- 
struction of v»LyCch‘‘rs or 01 her dc'cumentsf 
None that I remember, excepting Mr. Spot- 
tLwoodcN general observation, ihat it would 
be no longer necessary to | reserve any vouch- 
ers relating to accounts between lord Mel- 
ville and myself. 

Ihe fnrlhtr ixnmination of ALxaifdrr ^ rotter^ 
ei/f. taken ihe \bth of May t^0 7. 

You have .stated, in your cviiUi.cf before 
the cotnmissioners of n i\.il enf]iiiry, tii.it upfir* 
the death of Mr. Adam Jellieoe you took 
possession of some of his private papers; 
videlicet, all thvisc w hich >011 thought neces- 
sary, as tending to .scenra hiri public balance; 
have any of iho.se papers or books l>t^:n ile- 
stroyed by you, or by your direction, or to 
your know ledg • .? ’fhey have not. — Can you 
now, upon n collection, state whether you 
ever were in pos;,ci,sion of, or ever liad»a view 
of Jcllicoc’s private ledger ? I never was in 
possession of it ; I think i have seen it, but 
never to look into it with attention. — Where 
did you sec it ? i thini; at the p.iy-officc. — 
In wliose hands, in whose possession, or whose 
custody was iv when you saw it ? 1 do not 
know in whose custody it was, but I think it 
was in the hands of the accompfant, Mr. 
Black. — When did you see it ? 1 have no re- 
collection whatever. — About what time as 
near as you can recollect t I do not recollect 
having seen it much later than the period 
when Mr. Jellicoe died. — It is stated by 
Mr. Samuel Jellicoe, in his evidence be- 
fore the commissioners of naval enqwiry, 
that it was consented to by you that he 
should pay a debt of 4,000!. due by him 
to the estate of his father, by instalments of 
200I. a year, and that he had paid to you the 
sum of z ,0 jol. up to the 3 ist of March 1 Koo; 
and it appears that lord Melville w'as acquit- 
ted of the deficiency of Mr. Adam Jollicoe 
by a writ of pcivy scal> dated the 29th of 
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May iSoo; have yon rpreived any further July, 17SS, expressing that suiviry bonds 
inscalincnt upon the s.iid del»r, or did you and assignments ot Mr. Cert's patent were 
communicate to the lieircr (d the tffaaury, the securities ofiiTcd, which were all in- 
10 the secretary of the tr'a^urv, or in anv < luded in t!'e property found under th.e rx- 
oJher w'ay, tt) the h(».*!d of trea^nre, }our|teni; w lio m;u!e f.uel* note ? J have no rccol- 
to flic paym -lit «*l ilie said debt of lection who made that norc, alth( ugh it is 
4,oool. by instalineufs, aril did y.ii furnish not iinpo'sl^'le that it may have biw.*-! my’-r If. — . 
them with a sMfrmcnr of the iiistalnienrs \Miy were the seciiriiiis, temlcrtd by Mr. 
paid, and b.d.iiiccs dt:c tip to the period of Adam Jellicoe in his Jcircr of tJie loih of 
ihe scaling (jf s;:c!i wiit? My ronsent uasjjuiy 1798, nor icetpted? If they were not 
prob.ibl) obtained to the p'i\ ment of this aecej^ted, 1 do not recollect the icason for 
delit by rlie in'-talments incntioiie»l by Mr. whicJi they were rejected. — Can you inform 
Jiliicoe: b(’t I havelattb Mr. J‘.-lIkoe, the committee where the flr^t deficiency of 
who iLcalh'd to my ricoi'.fctjjn that the Mr. Jcllicoe, in his bahnu .. to the treasurer 
agrcuiK iU to I' d'K:<* tl'ar d« br, bv the annual of the navy, can be discovered ? 1 cannot. — 
jviyT.ents of 200!. was mad'* bet'-iecn the so* ^^'^1 not txandnatiun of ilir boohs of tlie of- 
licitcr of the tr .mu) and him. [ have stated fee of the firt entrance of Mr. jellicoe into 
to the comn i' i r.crs fd naval enquiry iliat J dc siinaijon which he held at I, is death, liir- 
bad no authc.r -v to c..il li r ir,ou'*v due to the j uish such inf- r naiion r LVit.’inly m t. — \Vli\? 
estate oi du'Iate M'. Jc’.lftije ; J I'.owovc! »lnf • Pl cause a balm.ci necer.saril) pMt into Ins 
not fail to me my l; ’.*t i ncieav urs to collect hands to carry on the duties of lus ( liic-*, 
.any money vUfnh 1 th. L;’!it I <r.uM obtaVi which was never required fo bcal'ogcrhcr li- 
in r duct. on ('f !.[s di br, by apiuving to thu c qtiid.itcd, iniiil lij.s embarrassments were ju ,- 
froin ivliom i Luca it n as dun; in thi. light • peeled to exist. — When did ) oil first su.specc 
] appeared to h.ave a.q licil to Mr, S. J ihcoc, I i'Ueh i mbairassmcnt I dyjidd ihink abotjt a 
and to have reeived t! e several w sodrit'^iits I ) tar tr tvwi before his death, iiut 1 donut 
mentioned in hi» evidntee, w'.ic!i 1 hav* | remember l!it* circumstance w itli pnt ision, — 
trough' to aecount, v i;h all tic oti.cr sums i Did lie* d^closc to >oti such emhanasstnenr, 
which 1 have Te<^i’*c.l uper. :h j .;r; oiint of ' or did M'u c;m.: nirc ne to hi,’., v ur MIs^ i- 
thc la'e Mr. Jellie 'c, and I'.iey are rieKuicd I < i >ns tl-al ll’.ey » xi>tcd ? J Ct mmiintc.u, d o y 
in the account pulibdiid in t!ie tenth re})oit, 1 apprihensitr, ro Itiin upon li.e Msl'jcct. — J).d 
iiVitulcd, An .U'count in Tim.t fji the j he conit.'.s tiu m ? Must icaciily ; a.shewasa 
Estate of tlie late Mr. Adam jeilic'-e.” J jminof tl e rrn .-.t np.iglir c hat ae cr — i)id y^'u 
applied to Mr. S. Jellicoe .some time between immediatt ly cotr.'niinicatc vMtIi luni Alclville 
March and June 1 8co for .1 pay menr as far as on the subj^xr ? I think his lordship w.us at that 
it wa.s then due, or up till the last term of nine iu bcotl.ind, bur 1 did not fail to conis- 
pa)'men', which he ^cnl n me, ar-d it is ac- muuicaic any information whdeh i was en- 
cordingly hroui’ht toacc. nni in my tunr ac- ablcd to give upon that siibiett vvithoiit dc- 
count : but] have nr\er rir’de any apphea- lay. — D> \c'ii iviollcct ioul Melvillc’.s an- 
lion since that time for any lurllv r p.i)inenr, swer, or any in'^truedons he gave you on tlie 
nor have I made ai y C' inu.nnie.jtion or Mibjt cr in cc.nseijnence of such communica- 

rr.cnt of the account to ti.c b aid of trea.iiry, tioii ? J ilo not rtitillu.t any particulars of 
or to the solici'or, as the .•igrecmrnc was n, t the in.stritc:i(;n.s which 1 probabl)' received 
made by me, nor had J an\ power ro compd uj-on that Mibjtcr ; but we were both de- 
the fulfilmcut of ir. — Was lord Melville privy .idcdly of f.jdmon, that it would j>ro\c most 
to, or had you any instructions from him, or to the advantage r f the public that no severe 
ixny communication with 1 int, relative to the steps should immediately be taken in order ta 
mode in which Mr. ii. Jellteoc was to liqub secure this debt, as uc had the. greatest con- 
dare his debt of 4 ooob ? 1 do nut recollect fidence in his assurances, that th.c business in 
having any instructions frern his lordship, o*- which he was engaged would soon enable 
cominiiiiicatimi with him upon this subject, him to extricate himself from his diflicultics. 
alihciigh it is very pos.vible tliat I may have — Had you any conversation or oilier com- 
inf.jrmed him of what I know le.spcciing this munication with Mr. Curt, upon the sub- 
hnsinc.ss. — Do yon recollect liavsng seen any jcci ? 1 had many conversations with Mr. 
account nf the securities tendered ro lord Core upon the subject, and lord Melville's 
Mtlviile by Mr. y\dam jcllicoe, in h.is letter son, Mr. Dimdas, took a great deal of trou- 
of the loilt of July, 17S8 ? 1 saw them at the blciaficr Mr. Jcllicoe's death, in endeaxour- 
fime, but I have entirely forgot vvhal they ing to make Mr. Cort’s parent ('f value, so 
consisted of. — I here appeals a imtc at the as to be brought in liquidation of Mr, Jelli- 
Iv'ut of Mr Jcllicoe 's J^tur id the loih of cue’s debt,— \V ho drew ily; memorial prt.s<;nt* 
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cil to the lords of the treasury* on which the the release in your possession, or in Scot- 
writ of privy seal was founded? 1 do not land, nr in England? VI^Ntly in ilns coun- 
j^^now. — Who fnrnished the instructions for iry. — Were lord M dvillo's there or in Eng- 
that draft? I probably furnished information lanJ ? I should rather suppose they v\ere in 
niy^'clf, but did not furnish instructions. — Scotland. 

To whom did you give such information ? The f rather E^^amlnafhn of Alcxand^^r TrotUr^ 
'J'f>ls)id Melville, a . fir as 1 rt’Collccr.---Did esq. L/k^u thr 22 / of Mery, iSo^-. 

yoa go into a minute enquiry of all Mr. Jcl- In point of tact, did sou take upon your- 
licoe’s circumstances at the rime his deliciency self to collect wiuitever you could of Mr. Jel- 
was fii^l noticed, and did you render account licoe's property an I debts ? 1 was as active in 
of ‘•uch enquiry to lord M^dville? 1 believe 1 doing so as much as I could, or thought my- 
did. — Is the minute of any such enquiry in j ‘•elf war!.ur« d in doing, for a considerable 
existenf'e ? I had onlv verbal communications rime after Mr. Jcllicoc's death. — Did Mr, 
with Mr. Jcllicoe, and do not recollect that ) White knosv that jou were taking those ac- 
inadv* any minute of them, unl-ss it may have tive steps for tint jmrposj ? f Ind many mcet- 
been in mv letters to his lordship. — Can you ings and convers- irions wiih Mr, White, aiiJ 
state the reasons why the freehold property at we certainlv lK>th e^crtcil ourselves in tlie 
Gosport was not sold, and the proceeds ap> business as far as wc could be serviceable in 
plied in discharge of Mr. Jellicoc*® balance? it. — Do you know whether Mr. White, from 
1 am not enabled to staif' flic reason, tliat bn- what parsed between ytui, relied upon the in- 
siiv’ss not having come within my province, — formation he reccised from von relative to the 
Would the sale of this C‘tate, which appears projserty ? As far as mv information went, 
valued at icoob stated in the inquisition 1 make no doubt he r lied upon it; but the 
taken before the sheriff of Hampshire, have other business of tiic pay oflice engaged. so 
been more advaniagcoiis to the public than much of my attcniion, iliat ir w.is impossible 
the rent of lool. per annum, paid by Mr. for me to give rhat full infor.niiion up)n the 
Samuel Jellicoe to the crown for the same? biisin'ss which 1 could wish to have done.-— 
I :iin ahogG!hcr unacquainted wi li the value Why did you p-rmic so largo an arrear of the 
of this phjporrv, and conscquenfly unable to rent .and instalments from jellicoe to accrue 1? 
form any judgment upon it. — Has the right I had no re ison whatever fordoing so further 
in the crown to c uise fhe sale of this property than as 1 have alro.ady’ explained, my not 
to b'* made at anv time it may be thought coii'-idcring myscK aut!'.ori>*ed to compel any 
expedient to ilo so, l>con a.Tvcrcd or dimi- pa)ments whatever U})an that accounr, — Do 
iiished liy the above arrange.nciit ? — I'his ap- you know' whether there are anv debts ilIuc to 
pears to be a matter of liw, of which I am Adam Jellicoe now rccov>T ihle, exclusive of 
akog' thiT uinci|uaintcd. — Is not the said rent Samnel [vllicoys ? Ido not n'colleet any at 
of look per ann iui divtiuct from the annu il ! this moment ilnt i con-id ^r to be recoverable, 
instalment of 200I. rgres’d to be paid liy Mr. — Dili lord Melville give von any tlislruc- 
Samuel Jelli' oe in dv-charge of the 4.000k tions fir inscrdug the clause to destroy 
w'.ich jpp.‘;:-s to have been a debt due by voacli is in me rcl c.s * before it was drawn 
him to his late i iiliciS c-vt ;te, such sum h iv- up? He did not. — 1) > you know of his hav- 
ing been advmc'.d to him by his said father I iug gi-’en .s icli insrriictimis to any other per- 
wlicn hv'* first went i-ito i>c.:incss? J really do | son? 1 do not — \i whose desire was that 
nor Ivnuvv, and jin 'lit; '!i i-r):u'ern«‘'l in app'Mr- I i i tuse i. it rod need ? 1 do not know; I c\Ui 

ing to be s ) i.jrn.'r.iiii upon this In iru*'‘s; but only repeat, that Mr. i^poitiswoode brought 
hope the coiumitv'ec will excuse me in refer- rnc ihc release to si m, without any particular 
ring to an answV which I have made to a instructions from in^'. — Look at tlic tenth re- 
former quest’on. b which 1 hive endeavouT- port; in the account contained in that paf^o 
cd to explain,* that 1 never had any manage- your account is debited for several victnalhng 
nic It of ikis !nis!n.^«s, excepting in receiving ; and navy bills, at the fovit of which the dis- 
fruch sums as were paid ir.to my hands, which j count is subtracted, was that the regular dis- 
1 brought regularly to aeeounr. — IX> you count at lh.it time on victualling an^i navy 
coiu.cive that such advance vvas made by Mr. bills? Ian altogethcT ignoiant of ilic’cir- 
jcliiccc to his son as a Icn, or that it was cumsiance; but I h ive no n ason to di-ubt 
intcu.ied by him as a part of the provision tor the accuracy of my buikcr’.s account^. — Do 
Iiim as his son? 1 bAieve fro.m a knowledge }ou know what period those victualiii g and 
of the a^tectionate care which Mr. Jellicoe j navy bills had to run? I rj.kl!y am altogether 
look ol his family, that this sum was meflnt ; ignorant of thecircumsfuKV. — have you any 
as a provision for hi.s son upon his going into '• reas ' H whatever 10 doubt that tuc di?C'>unc 
LuAuCs;. — Were the vouwhers at the time of j up,n those Juvy ind vicuialling bills was 
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other than the regular marketable ditcount at 
the time? I have certainly no reason what- 
ever to doubt such fact. 

"The ^urihi'r Examinafiov ff Alexander T rotter ^ 
etq, taken the 2 of May, 1805. 

You nave stated, that at various times you 
advanced various sums of money on account 
of lord Melville t«i Mr, Tweedy, Messrs. 
Drummond, Mr. AIvc.s the private .seerttary 
and otlier members of lord Melville's family; 
do you mean to stare, that all the persons 
ab )ve enumerated received payments out of 
the sum of 22 or 23,000!. advanced by you 
at various times to lord Melville, for which 
no interest was paid ; or do you mean to de- 
scribe rhem as the parties to whom payments 
had generally been mailc by you on lord Mel- 
ville’s account, out of other as well as the 
fund above mentioned ? 1 mean it of the lat- 
ter description. — Did you ever make any pay- 
ment out of the above fund of 22 or 23,000!. 
to any member of bird Melville's family ? I 
do not remember that I evt r did. — Were the 
funds received by you, on lord Melville’s 
private account, paid into the mixed fund at 
Messrs. Coutts, which you have stated to 
consist partly of public and partly of private 
money ? They were. — Can you precisely 
state the persons to whom issues out of the 
above fund of 22 or -23,000!. were made? 1 
have not means of precisely stating it. 
he fttr the t E.xamhiathn of Alexander Trotter^ 
esq. taken the l^th of Mtijfy 1805. 

You have stated, thit you were in the ha- 
hit of applying sums of money, on lord Mel- 
ville’s account, under general instructions 
previously given to you tor the management 
of his private affairs; do you recollect whe- 
ther you applied, under such general instruc- 
tions, any part of the 22 or 23,000!. ou 
which yon have stated no inierest was 
charged ? I do not recollect having applied 
any part of that money under general instruc- 
lioii.s, as the.‘c v/ere the sums which lord Mel- 
ville never gave me any information upon. — 
Was Mr. Tweedy employed in the manage- 
ment ofisFues on lord Melville's account, out 
of any other fund than the abovemeniioned 
fund of 22 or 23,000!.? J was in the habit 
of employing Mr, Tweedy in almost all my 
money tran.sactions, with lord Melville 
well as with others. — Was any part of that 
Him of 32 or 23,000!. paid to Mr. 'IVeedy, 
without an antecedent order of lord Melville? 

I do not recollect any. — In the account of re- 
ceipts and payments between the ist and 31st 
of January, 1798, there ap^iears an entry of 
a tran'^fer to the victualling branch, to repay 
the like sum transferred from thence to 
“Wages” ia March 17975 have you any 


[xxxii 

recollection of the circumstances of that 
transfer an<l repayment? None whatever. — 
Have you any recollection of any transfer and 
repayment of the like nature? Not of any of 
the like nature, but I have frequently from 
tlie navy branch to the pay branch, and *vke 

a.terft. 

The Examination of Charles Tweedy, esq. taken 
the ^th of Majt 1805. 

Arc you the eldest son of your late father? 
Yes. — Arc you executor ? No, — Who did 
administer ? No one : he died without a will* 
— When did he die? On the 14th of Janu- 
ary, 1803. — Did you come into possession 
of your father's books and papers? I did. — 
Did your father act as private agent to lord 
Melville? Not that I know of. — Amongst 
the books of your father’s, were there any 
accounts between lord Melville and your fa- 
ther? Not that I know of. — Are all the hooks 
of accounts belonging to your late father 
which came into your possession on his death, 
now in existence? Yes. — Can you undertake 
to say, that in those l>ooks there may not be 
accounts of money transactions between the 
late Mr. Tweedy and lord Melville? I think 
no other than in an ofHcial w'ay ; by official, 

I mcaia, discharging strictly that duty he 
held under lord Melville. — What office do 
you hold ? 1 am called ledger writer in the 
victualling department of the navy pay office. 
— Have you acted as private agent to lord 
Melville in any capacity ? Never. 

The further Examination of Charles Tvoeedy^ 
esq. taken the ']ih of May^ 1 80c. 

Arc those books jiroduccd, all the books 
of accounts or papers that came into your 
possession at your father's death ? Yes. — Do 
you know of the destruction of any books or 
papers of your father's previous to his death ? 

I do nor. — Have you any knowledge of any 
sum or .sums of money received by your fa- 
ther from Mr. Trotter, for the use of lord 
Melville ? 1 have not. 

The Examination of Thomas Wtljon^ esq. taken 
the ^th of Mayy 1 805. 

Was you in the habit of tranfafling bufi- 
ness for Mr. Trotter during his absence ? 
Frequently, — Under what authority ? I had 
no written authority, but I have ii.nderstood, 
with the approbation of the treasurer.— Did 
you draw for the public money issued for the 
service of the navy during such absences ? 1 
did draw for tlie public money, but not un- 
der my own signature.— In what way then ? 
By blank checks, signed by the paymaster. — 
Had you unlimited powers as to the extent to 
which you were to draw ? 1 had unlimited 
powers. — Do you recollect having advanced 
any sum or sums of the public money^ during 
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Mr. Trotter's absence, to lord Melville, or what period or periods the whole, or any 
any pther person on his account, for purjjoses part of the sum, was feiurned ? I do not; in" 
not naval ? I do recollect but one instance, all probability the several repayinenis .were 
which took place ab..at ihe latter end of tlie pl«iced to the credit of* Mr, Ttottcr'.H acenunc 
year 1796, when, by Lord Melville’s dircc- with Messrs. Coiicrs; and I beg leave to add, 
lions, I drew out the sum of 40,000!. the ap- that some also may liavc been p«id (o the trea- 
plicatioii of which was not revealed to me. — surer’s acci.unt at the bank, hut I have no do^ 
Do you recollect the precise date? I do not cuments or bonks by which I can iderwify 
recollect the pn-ci^e date; some time in An. such periods of repayments; but I know dis* 
gust, September, or October. — Was no entry tinctlv of one sum of 4,000). paid to me by 
made of such payment ? No part of the ir.ms - 1 Mr. Long, as forming a part of ihc repay- 
acti m was committed to paper by me. — Did ‘ ment of the sum of 40,000!.— ^ Where diil 
you inform Mr, i rottcr what had taken you place that 4.000I. ? It appears ^that I 
place? 1 did, by letter to Mr. Trotter, upon placed it to the credit of Mr, Tiotrer’s ac- 
the same day on which it took place; rny count, upon the day t!‘at 1 received ir, with 
reas(Mi for being so positive fur stating that 1 Messrs. Coutts.— Which of Ids accounts f 
wrote to Mr. I rotter on the same day, being His general account. — Did you give the 
in the constant habit of informing him daily clerks of Messrs. Coutt^ din ctions to place it 
of the transactions of the office.— Did you to this or that account of Mr. Trotter, or 
fake copies of those letters? I never did.-— merely to his account generally, without spe* 
Were entries made in any books of all other cifying which ? I believe I did not give iheni 
payments of public money made by you? any particular directions on the subject.— Are 
I'here were. — How then did you, or could the committee to understand that you have 
you stfiTc your balances, with this omission no knowledge whatever of the application of 
of 40,000!. ? 'I'hc 40,cool. having bc’cn public money issued for naval services to pur- 
drawn from (he account of the bank, it could poses not naval, besides vvhac you have men- 
not appear in the public books as a transac- tioned? I apprehend there have.— Have you 
tion for naval services, but it always ap- any knowledge of what such application has 
peared in the monthly accounts of the office l)cen? I appiehcnd to Mr. 'rrottcr's private 
as a part of the stated balance" due to the use.— To the private use. of any body else? 
public. — Was the whole sum drawn for in Not to the best of my knowledge. — Do you 
one or mote drafts? As far as my tccoliec- know to what extent sums have been diavvn, 
tion goes, it was paid in one, but whether issued for the service of the n^vy, and applied 
drawn or not in one or more, I do not re- to purposes not naval ? I am perfectly iQCom- 
member, — Have you any recollection of the petent to answer that auesiion, without having 
branch of service to which the draft or drafts Jiad acicss to Mr. '('rocier’s accounts, and 
were made applicable, in order to their form- which is impossible for me to ascertain from 
ing a sufficient voucher for the payment of the piloted copy of his account w ith Messrs* 
the money at the bank? 1 apprehend the pay Coiitts. — Have you any general knowledge 
branch. — Into whose hands was the 40,000!. of the extent ? 'I hc only ciocum-mts upon 
paid by you? I waited on my lord Melville, which I can give that opinion, is the printed 
with whom Mr, Long was, and paid it cither account of balmccs of ihc difiTcTcni cashicra 
to one or other of those gciulemeo in bank of ihct pay-offico, as prcsenicvl to the corn- 
notes at lord Melville’s office in Parliament- rnt.'^sioners of naval enquiry, which .states the 
street. — Did you take any receipt or acquit- deficiency of the treasurer’s balance at the 
tance from either of them ? None.— Sup* bank. — Are ilic committee to understand, 
}>osing the death of the parties concerned in that you have no knowledge wlmtcvcr of any 
this transaction had taken place, was there sum. or sums of mcney issued for naval ser*. 
any document, of any sort any where, by vices, and diverted to purposes not naval by 
which rhe public could have iKcn made ac- any person or persons, or hy the rtuthority of 
quainted w*th the disposition of thi540,ooo1« any person or persons, or for the use of any 
professedly drawn for the pay branch of the person or persons except Mr. Tr«'ttcr, saving ■ 
navy, but paid into the hands of lord Mel- always the sum of 40,000!. above ;:lIudcd4o? 
ville or Mr. Long, for pivposes not naval ? None, to the best of m> knowledge. 

None, that 1 know of, - Has the money been ne further est^^minathn of 7 himat etfm 

all returned? It has been, all returned; be- taken the •^th of May ^ iSo^. 

cause, in consequence of the conclusion, of [The witness wishes to amend his evidence 
lord Melville's ireasurership, the exact be- on the 4Th of May — instead of** appeared iit, 
lance due to the public was transferred to the the monthly accounts of the office, as part of • 
account of his successor. — Do you know at the stated balance, " I should have stated,; 
VoL. V m’^Affendtx\ f 
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«' formed a part of the itated balances :”| 
and- 1 ihinl. it my duty to state fo the com* I 
mittco, ii. further reply to the last qiu-stion on 
the 4fh tjf May— 'ihat J r.houM have made 
the same acknowledgment which I did to the 
com!ni:.-iouei:. of naval enquiry — that mone^ 
for the payment ot exchequer ft -s was placed 
in my hands, liom whicli T had derived an 
advantage.] 

The fiinhct examination of 'lhomai Wilson^ esq, 
the 1 \ih ff May iHoj* 

From a view of the paper put into your 
hands, purporting to be an extract from the 
bank bonks, of the drafts paid to the order of 
Alexander Trotter, esq. as paymaster of the 
navy pay-oflEce, can }ou inform the commit- 
tee by which of the draft or drafts tlierein 
specified you obtained the money paid into 
the hands of Mr. Long, or lord Melville; 
viz. 40, cool, as stated by you before this 
committee ? I really cannot. — When money 
was drawn for by the paymaster during the 
latt treasurershipof lord Melvillcj to any par- 
ticular head of service, was such money drawn 
from an aggregate fund, for which the trea- 
surer of the navy was credited at the bank, or 
W'cre the drafts drawn for monies applicable 
to distinct heads of service, paid out of dis- 
tinct accounts raised for such head of service, 
in the bank books ? 'fhe balance of money 
to the credit of the treasurer of the navy, at 
the bank, was not distinguished by different 
heads of .'crvicc, but formed an aggregate, 
upon which the drafts were distinguished by 
the heads of service ; but the accounts of the 
bank were not so distinguished. — Were cer- 
tificates, during that treasurership, regularly 
sent to tne different hoards of the sums at the 
bank, applicable to the service of each boud, 
by the treasurer of the navy or his agent, in 
prdcr that they might be informed oi the ba* 
lances for the amount of which they might 
make assignments ? The boards were regular- 
ly informed of all issues of money from the 
exchequer by certificates or receipts, dared upon 
the day of such issues, and the application of 
such monies.— -You have before stated, that 
all drafts drawn on account of every branch 
ot service, although such drafts distinguished 
each branch for which they wete so drawn^ 
were paid out of an aggregate fund ai e 
bank, how then could information be given 
to the different boards of the specific sum 
allotted for the service of each board at the 
hank,— The issue of money from the exche- 
quer is directed by the treasury, and in their 
letter the services for which the money is to be 
applied isdistinctly stated, and the certificate or 
receipt is in some respects a copy or transcript 
of (hat letter,— In point of fact, in drawing 


for monies "lor any branch of service, was it 
matter oi coii .ideration with the pavrna^'tcr, 
whether the balance for such branch of ser- 
vice at the bo’k was specifically adequate to 
the deniainl i>t that branch, or whether the 
(»cueral balance at the bank, to the credit of 
fl'-c treasurer of the navy, was adequate to the 
demands, or probable immediate demands, of 
ail the brarKhes of service ? 1 have not the 
means of auceriaining whether the particular 
head of service was adequate for the amount 
of such drafts of the paymaster; and with 
regard to the latter part ot the question, I 
believe that the aggregate fund was always 
MifHcient to answer the drafts upon the vari- 
ous heads cf service for which they were 
made. — When the monies had been issued 
from the exchequer, as before stated, and the 
certificates or receipts had been sent in con- 
sequence of such issues to the different boards, 
were the drafts given on account of the .‘■er- 
vke of each board checked, according to the 
balance stated in such certificate to be appli- 
cable to the service of such board ? There are 
three great heads of service, namely, the navy, 
the pay, and victualling ; but these branch 
out into various other heads, the account of 
which is kept by each board, by w hich they 
regulate their affignments upon the treasurer; 
and when such minor heads are nearly ex- 
hausted, the boards then direct the treasurer 
to make fnithcr application upon lhe^e heads. 
—Supposing an issue to have been nude 
from the exchequer to the credit of the trea- 
surer of the navy at the bank, of the sum of 
ioo,oool. for feach great head of service, and 
that the demand made for the first head 
amounted to 1^0,000]. and the demands for 
the two others to 50,000!. each, would the 
affignments of the first have been stopped on 
account of the excess of the demand above 
the issue for that particular head, or would 
such assignments have been allowed on ac- 
count of the aggregate balance exceeding the 
a^regate demand? 1 presume that the difFer- 
ciH boards have never made assignmenrs to a 
greater extent than the actuafl amount of mo- 
ney received from the exchequer for each 
particular minor head of service; but if the 
^board's application had been short Jssued, 1 
do suppose the service may have been delay- 
ed until the whole application was completed. 

I beg leave to add, that I am not competent 
to answer this question to the satisfaction of 
the bon. committee ; and that it more parti- 
chlarly rests with the different boards than 
any person in the navy pay-office to answ'cr it 
foKy.-^ls it usual for the treasury to make 
partial issues upon memorials from the itea. 
surer upon the direction of the different 
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boards for such issues? Very* frequently. — 
Wl?o gives directions to the treasurer of the 
navy to apply for money by memorial on the 
pay branch ? 'fbe navy board.— How were 
fiucii lueiTiDiials, in point of fact, conveyed 
during rhe last treasnrershipof lord Melvilic? 
By K*[rt'rs addIes^t\l to the treasurer of the 
navy from the navy board, regularly signed 
by thrCi- commissioners of the navy board; 
upon w h.ich Krrer the memorial to the tret' 
tury was formed, together with a copy of the 
letter inclosed’ — I beware the payments made 
in the [>ay hranch ? '^fo parties ihemselves ia 
money, such as seamen, and to the agents of 
officers ; to whom, if their dswands are large, 
the de]>uiv pavtnaster may sometimes give his 
drafts, ’’rherc are other kinds of payments, 
such as hilf-pay, wl:ich the officers of the 
navy have a privilege to receive by remit, 
tance bills, dr;i mi uu^n colleciors of th.-: re- 
Aciiii nearC't tljrir own homes ; those hills, I 
i:n' c6iana, arc transmitted to their boards, 
as ioiining a part of their collections, and the 
bv' I’^Js .afterwards bring them to the pay^ 
f -r p'lymcjir, — Is the pay and half pay' 
o! 1:*!^ na.')' figularly ['»aid, or at what dis. 
trina ot litnc iruju the periods from which it 
is due ? I think it h is generally been three 
}ivjj',ihs after it lias become due; but it va- 
lieu; A'kI at this time the halfp.iy of the 
na*. y, ilue at Christmas last, only comni'mced 
piyjneiiron Monday last. — During the last 
rKasuicrship of lord Melville, vi'hat was the 
longi arrear of the half-pay of the navy ? I 
cannot answer that question precisely, other- 
wise than g«*ntTalIy, as I have answered die 
former quesrion. — -Can any infurmatiun on i 
ihtf subject be obtained by any books or do- 
cuments? Certainly.— Were rhe bills drawn 
by the collectors of the revenue, ia conse- 
quence of payments made by them to half- 
pay officcr.s in their res|)cctive neighbour- 
ii' od.i, when accepted, in all instances regu-. 
larly honoured ? The bills arc not drawn by 
the collectors of the revenue, but upon appli- 
cati.m of the half.pay officer to the treasurer 
of the navy, hecanssato be made out two 
bills, bering duplicates of each other, for the 
amount of the half- pay due’; one of which is 
transmitted to rhe collector, on whom he 
sires it may be drawn, and the other to him' 
self. — Were such bills as you harc^now de- 
scribed, in all insunces, regularly paid, and 
without any delay? I do not know an ia<- 
stance to the contrary.*— Do such brib ever 
come into the hands of the public, or are tliey 
always transacted between the revenise boi^tos 
and the navy pay-office ? I believe invatft^y 
transacted between the boards,— Upon wiwt 
disection, from any board* was the mctnorial 


for the issue of the 40,000!. paid by you info 
the hands of lord Melville, or Mr, Long, 
sent to the exchequer } Jr is impossible for 
me to state upon any memorial by which that 
sum may have been receivt d frpm the exche- 
quer, but u.is drawn from the aggregate 
balance of the treayurer, and the ttansaciion 
never appeared in any official bpok whatever. 
— Whataccount is there kept of moneyisiued 
from the bank to the paymaster or treasurer, 
in the panicular (‘fficc, of rhe head of service 
for which snch money is issued ? 1 know* of 
no such book, Init I ripi^'rchend Mr. 'Frotwr 
may have kept such account in books of his 
own. — Js there then not public book of ac* 
a>uot or document by which it enn be ascer- 
tained, whether mooty issued from the bank 
for any particular head of service, has or has 
not b^n applied, to that head of service? 
Where monies have been issued to the cashiers, 
such issues arc kept by them for the purpose 
of making out their fortnights accounfs, and 
which accounts are kept in the books of the 
office.-^Is the treasurer of the navy the officer 
to judge of the adequacy of halancfs in the 
bank fir the several branches of service, or 
the commissioners of the rcspcciive boards ? 
I'he commissioners of the lespc-ctivc boards. 
— 1$ rhe treasurer of the navy ministerial in 
executing the orders of the rea^>ectivc boards, 
and noiif>ingto the several beards the issues 
made by the exchequer upon his memorials, 
or docs he act in any degree upon Iiis ow’ti 
discretion ? I certainly consider that the trea- 
surer of the navy acts in this respect ministe- 
rially, and not upon his own discretion.—^ 
Docs the treasurer of the navy coiwidcr him- 
self at liberty to subtn»ct, and apply the funds 
so subtracted from rhe balance of any one 
board at the bank, and to apply it to the ser- 
vice of anciher? Cciiainly he cannot. — W 
case the treasurer of the navy did subtract 
from such balances for any purpose whatever, 
and the respective boards assigned to the full 
extent of their balances at the bank, ahd the 
parties in possession of such assignments did. 
sretuaDy present such as-ignmenis f:)r pay- 
ment, what would then happen ? I shtJulA 
consider it as a breach of duty, and what the 
treasurer of the navy had no power to do.— 
Hos this case ever happened f I have never 
known an instance of it ? — How came the 
40*0001, advanced to Mr. Boyd not to be 
productive of delayer embarratsment to rho 
pQ^lc service, w^s it from any knowledge 
the resjpeefive boards had of such advance, 
and their fofbeafing to assij^n in cotrsCquencc 
tbeieof, or from the assignments actually 
made by them not being iminediatrjy pici- 
sented by the partici rciciviog the same for 
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payment? I am firmly tdnvince<i chat the se- department of the navy pay office m con- 
vcral boards were unacquainted with that sequence of the irregular advance of 40,000^ 
transaction ; and I belttrve it frequently hap- in the year 1 796 ? I do not recollect that 
pens that many bills, assigned for payment, any complaint or inconvenience did arise io 
are in the hands of individuals who did not consequence thereof — (Question repeated.) 
present them for payment many days after the 1 certainly do not recollect of any inconveni- 
date oi assignment of such btUs.— Is there cnce having arisen ftoni ic. — (Question again 
not a floating balance of this nature at all re|)eatcd.) 1 really believe no inconvenience 
limes at the bank, to the credit of the rrea could arise from it. — You have stated a va- 
BUier of the navy ? There must necessarily be riety of regulations for the conduct of the 
BO. — Whar means had eac^‘ board of judging navy pay office, and the Iwards connected 
of the balance in the treasurer's hands ar the therewith, and a stricc compliance with all 
bank, at their disposal at any particulatlino' those regulations during the last treasureship 
nienr? By the accounts rendered every fort- of lord Melville; bur did it not in point of 
night, fhvy arc fully informed of the amount fact happen, during that treasureship. that 
of the receipts and* payments, from which large sums were drawn from the bank in de« 
they can judge of the balance in the trea-^ fiance of all or tiomc of tho.^c regulations, 
fur.'r b hands belonging to their department*-^ and lodged in the hands of a private banker, 
Ey who Ilf is such fortnightly statemcm laid previous' to their aoplication to the services 
before them ? The account*, are made out in for which they had been ksued ? I am aware 
. the navy and victualling branches, 4 nd ifans- that Mr. Trotter did act in defiance of the 
mitted to the boari's, with the signature of act of parliamcnr, in placing public monies 
the p.'iymaster.— Has the tr^surer of the io the hands of his private banker; bur I do 
navy any controul in the making out of such not sec that the stated balances could be 
account? Notie whafever.-^^itfinot the re- afiected, whether the whole of the money 
spccJive bonds at once ascerain the precise remained in the bank, or the htron,> chest of 
balance subject to their further assignmenr, the office, or elsewhere.— (Quesiion repcat- 
hy comparing their own assigoment!! already ed.) The conduct of the treasurer with re- 
niade wiih the issues notified to have been gard to the making up of his accounts, agree- 
in^dc by the exchequer for the service of their able to the forms* of the djfierent boards, 
patticiilar department, a copy of which notU were strictly complied with, and ic was this 
fication you stated to be regularly iransmte- that I apprehended to he the mraning of the 
ltd to them at the time of such ibsue ? 1 un- question.— Did it not in point of fact fiappcn, 
questionably believe they can.— May not vie- that money having been i^suetl upon memo* 
mailing bills, accepied by agents of ibe vie- rials sent by the then treasurer of the navy 
tualling office from abroad, be presented f4»r tef the exchequer, under thfc directions of the 
pavmevs when there are no effects in the different boards connected with the navy pay 
hands of the ir-aiurcr of the navy for paying office, for the issue of money for the services 
the same, in const quence of the victualling described, and money having been so issued 
boaid noi having estimaied the payment of for such services; and certificate having been 
the same in any previous memorial to the sent by the treasurer to the boards, in order 
treasury, of such board not having had no- for them to make assignments tor such sums 
tice that such bills Were likely to be present- so issued, th^t before the bills mentioned in 
that any victualling bill jHich assignments w’ere presented for payment, 
could be presented to the ireaiurer of tU the paymaster of the nstVy did draw such 
navy for payment, unless' duly assigned for ihonrei, or parts of tbem» from the bank, 
that PuqiOie by the boatd.— Might jf and place them in the hands of his private 
have tieen presented to (he board> and (heir bankef, or ehewheref I certainly believe 
a!)signmettt refused, until a credit upon thdr he did.— •HoU'ever irregular and illegal such 
ineiiiorial to the fitssuicy was qstablilhr^ it Uaiisfirr of naval monies frbm tKe liank to 
the bank for paying the same f l eertaSnlyW his private bankers might be, did it in point 
liev/t that >uch'circfims^Ricea may- hate pj> of fact ever' delay the issbe of such money 
eurred in the vtctiiallinj^H>ffice.-^lfo^ you re- to Ib^ public service, |)rSiFect the state of the 
Collett any iifctanctrof payment delayed » or balaaees, as bettveCti^ thc rcspseciive boards 
retpsed^ any yfoiUiaHing bni'acfealiy. and thelfeasufer of 4faQ'aavy? I believe it 
assigned by the commissfonert-? 1 do not ie*. neVer did«^When yob state that no incon. 
^Heccof such a cin^SMtance ever having’ vigik^cc 'Could arise to the navy from the 
happencd.--»€in yoU'rahe y(h^ advance of 4 o,oc^; toMr.foyd, do you 
that no dday oir embaffauuneni/or’iticoii-^ to t 9 y, that noiier was likely to arise 
venicncc 0 any kind; did arise in any! according to the usual course of bosincat, oi 






xJi] PARL. papers, lSO$,r^n the lOih Naval R^pori^ fjt®!; 

none could possibly arise, if all the out- I still think it the piy branch, but I caniiaf . 
stand ihg assign. ncnts frorn the respective state it with precision* 
b -urds i'.ad tietn at once presented for pay- T/j^ further rxuminmkn of Thomas hP'ilfoa^ 
nieiir, however improbable this case may be ? fsp taken %^b of May 1805. 

1 believe that no inconvenience would have Do you recollect s^ny instance .to have oc* 
arisen, supposing this improbable case to curred in the office of the treasurer of the 
have hapi rned. — VVhat is your reason for navy, of a transfer matje from one branch eff 
this bt hef? I understood chat the question service to another branch pnder diffi^renf 
applivM oiilv {{} the assignmcms already made commissioners, except the instanpe on the 
h ning been bniught in to their full extent j 4th of March 1797, in which a. transfer of* 
lu: it ih'. d iff rent boards had assigned to 8,995!* 13^ 6d. appears to have been made 
th'j fall extent of iheir cespeciive balances, from the victualling to the navy branch? 
tr.c .|o,oool* would in that case have ap- only instance which has ever come 

puircd as a deficieuev. — Has such caw ever to ifny knowledge.— Would thie office have 
h.<p;><^ncJ ? Never, in my recollection.— felt Itself authorized to make such transfer^ 
Vv>u hrtVv' Slated, that you believe no incon- without the specific directions to chat efTect^ 
veni. nce happv r.ed to the public service in etcher of the board of treasury of the vie- 
any di'p^irtmc-nt, from the irregular advance tualling board ? Most certainly nor. ‘ 
oi 40, cool, do y'>u believe that an irregular The examinathn of the tight hon^ Chaele^ 
advMice of a mucli larger amount might \jQVQ^tq^kentbe 6 thofMay\%o^» 
like'^isc have been made, without producing State to the committee in what instances 
any inconvenience to the public service ? you have any knowleilge of monies issued for 
A Jargrr ad vance, irregularly matle, might navy services having been applied to purposes 
have ha i the effect of producing an incon- not naval, I know only of one instance; it 
vcnicMice if the board’s assignments had is that which is referred to in the tenth re- 
amounted to a great extent, and thereby the port, where Mr. Trotter says, be had received 
account of clie trea«>urer might have been Ceii^ed from me a sum of money which he 
ov'crdrav^ n. — Did the fi >3(ing balance in the had before placed in the hands of lord Mel- 
haiidisof (he trea:iurcr usually exceed 40,000!.? ville. If the conimittce will give me leave, 
it ceruinly must have usuaUy exceeded it, 1 will state to them all the circumstances of 
for on that account I stated, that no incon the transaction to which this refers, as far 
venience had arjsen, to my recollection, iu as they are w^hin my recollection at this 
con<iei]ueace of that advance,-— Ac the time distance of time. In the autumn 1796, I 
wlien there was a question of making this received a note from lord Melviile, request* 
advance of 40,000!. did the treasurer of the log I would call upon him early rhe next 
navy converse with you upon the most prau' morning at his office in Pafliameur street ; in 
ticable oiihIc of his furnishing that sum of a convetbation I there held with higt^hc no- 
moiuy from the pay office ? Not to the best ticed rhe great difficuhy in \vhi6n aTl com- 
of iny recollection .-r-Do you know any thing mercial men found themselves at that parti- 
of that transaction, further than receiving cular period, the alaroi^ and distrust which 
Ill's orders to furniiih him that sum by a dr^ft prevailed, and the difficulty which they 
upon the bank?; 1 do not, nor did 1 ever Ibundof raising money upim the best secu- 
know the application of it, until the tenth rides : he said that this embarrassment was 
report of the commissioners qf UAVaI mr«icularly felt by the house of Messrs, 
qmry, ' . Soy'd and cp. who, were contractors for 

The further examhafiatr.af TJ^ms Wtliolk^ tb^ Ipani that the bank had refused to 

esq. taken the toth of May . ! make thdr payments on the loan, ns 

[Mr. Wilson wishes to amend hts evidence* luu^r or to discount their bills; and that, 
on the nth May— after no power to do,*' vvith . ample ^securities in their hands, they 
to inikjrt ^ I certainly now. conceive, that if were not enabled to raise money to pay ihe 
such improbable ctrcamsfaiHi^,Ap<tId have instalment, which was then just be- 
taken place, as the whole of the asUgntifents eonMUg due; that under these circumscancev 
bring presented on one day, that thedefet- be thought it a public object to support ihc 
cncy of the 40,000!. would then have appear- house; that if the house failed, it would in- 
cd. and consequenily that iiUls ^ust b^vc volve many others ip its ruin, and give a 
been refused payment.] great blow to comidcfcial credit, already 

^he further examnathm ef very much shaken,. He said they required 

ejq, taken t^d of May ' the sum of 40,000!. to enable ihem'io make 

Bo you remember, with precision^ out of good their tngsacment to government ; that 
what branch of service the issue of 40,0001. m had found the means of advancing tliat 
took place I As far as my tccolhection goes^ supi» and which be could do wiihout incon- 



xliii] PARL, PAPERS, 1 S 05 .— l?e))or/ from the Select Com^duee fxllv 

vcnicnce, provided undtjuhrpil security wa^; tliat house. — Were they of the na'wrc of such 
given for Ahc repayment of t*iat *am within 1 securities b{*lo!i»;ing to the blast }riuia eom- 
a very {•hurt period ; that with this view of puny, as are commonly in the market? I 
the subject he would place liu! sum of reaH)' do not know the nature of the j.'*cii. 

40.0001. in niy hands, drsiri fig I would dv- 1 rides of the East India toippany that aio 

li\er it to Mr. Bsjjd, uj cn his givint; such ^ uauaily in the market — Ho >ou know 
security as he had described, and that Mr. [who were the accepiofs? No, I do not. — 
Boyd would call upon me at the treasury the Can you sfate the precise date of the repay- 
wme day with such scuiriiy* Idonotafilcr rnent of the balance uf ij,cool.? 4..000I. 
to state ihk couversarion v/iih precise accu- in August 1797 ; i,ooal. I tiditk, in Octo- 
racy at tiiis period} but, as well as I recolitct, her 1797; ruid 6,oool. early in Janiiary 
the above i*s fljc substance of it# Upon go* 1798.-1010 whose hands w'tre these sums 
jng to the treasury I found Mr* Boyd^^re, paid ? The first and st cond into the hands 

and delivered to him the sum of of Mr# VViison, and the third into the hands 

and received the security, amounting to of Mr. Trotter : as tlirfse sums w ere paid, 
someihing more than 40,000!# I put these lord Melville w as made acc]uaintvd w iih ir, 
securities into a paper, which I sealed op, and 1 think the receipts of ihe paniLs were 
and transmitted them immediately to lord transinitted to him. — From wbom 0:d jou 
Melville* — Did you know from wh.it source receive the money upon il;c sccurdies as 
lotd M<lvillc supplied the money ? leer* they became due? They were paid into 
talnly did not at the time; but 1 have not Messrs. Drummonds, who arc my bankers, 

the least doubt that if I had known the and were received by' them in the oroinary * 

source Irtvm whence it came, iny conduct course of business; these were, of course, 
would have been precisely the same; I paid by the East-India company, upon whom 
should have gii^cn craltc to lord Melville, they were drawn. — Do you know any thing 
that he would not have di^rted the public of the repyment of that part of the sum ot 
money for (he shortest period from the |cr- 40.000I. which was not repaid by >ou 1 
lice to which it was appropriated, to any do not; I understood that it had been repaid 
< 5 ther service, unless he could do* so without ^ considerable time before the sum ihat pa;»scd 
inconvenience to that. service, without risk, through my hands, and I have a general re- 
and under an extreme public exigency ; and collection that most of the securiries had but 
tinder (hat persuasion,! have no doubtlshould a very short time to run. — Do you know of 
have ac;ed precisely as I did,' had 1 known any oilier transaction of the satncclescripaon, 

fl c stiurce from whence it camc, — What was of • ^ny descripiinn, in which money 
the naiurc of the security given by Mr# b^ued for naval services may have been ap- 
? li consis’cd chiefly, it not entirely, plied for purposes not naval? I certainly 
iw bills drawn upon and accepted by the not.— D o you recollect, in point of fdcf, 
ihilia Ci'mjMiiy; ihe greatest part cer- what was the amount of loans raised for the 
tv^inlv of ihis kind ; if there was any other, year 1796? Tliere was a loan made in No- 
il was government security#— ]>:) you rtcob vember or December 1795, arnounring to 
l\'t to ;ibv)iu what amount (he securities i8,coo,oook and there was another loan in 
w ti\. ? As far a^> 1 recollt cr, to nvar 41,0001# the course of the 5 car 1 796, to the amount of 
— Were the repayments of this money made, 7,i5;oo.oool. Mr. Boyd was the contractor 
or aijy part of them made, through your | fd^ both these loans. — From the then state of 
hands? The latter payments were made' tb? market, in case Mr. Boyd had, been pre- 
through my hands, amounting to above, vented from fulfilling his. contract, do you 

11.0001. Lord Melville, I think, in the conceive the .public would have had the 
spring in 1797, transmitted to me two of the mtans of obtaining a oew loan upon terms 
bills diawn upon and accepted by ihe East- equally advantageous? I should think ccr* 
India company, «mOoiuiug tp this suitt, dc/ ^ tai>ily not ; U was a period ot very great and 
siring that 1 would pay the sum t t»oool. p,eculiar embarrassment; it will be recollected 
to Mr. Wilson, which was all that remained that there was a very general run upon com- 
duc‘Qf ,thC 4 O.O 0 QhandihatI would pay the, meecial houses, whitS was followed by a 
balance by wliicb the security exceeded great pressure on the bank, and which led, 
40,oooh,rto Mr« Boyd* this I oid, as the earl^in the succeeding year, to ihe rcstric- 
secuiities 'were pai^errBy .whom were ti^ tion of cash payments at the bank.— Had 
bills on the East India company drawn ? 1 thg hank fell itself under the necessity, at 
have no i,ecollcciioii..^Cah you say-whetber that’ ^riod; of narrowing materially iis ac- 
tl'icy were drawn by Mr, Boyd himself, or oi cOihmodlation to government and to the 
any of the firm of that house ? They were public ? To the best of my recollection it 
certainly not drawn by any of tlit firm, of had; but that may be ascertained with muck 
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more precision than I can state it. — Do you 
recollect what oar relations with rl^e conti- 
nent were at that moment, with resjMset to 
subsidies ? I believe subsidies were in the 
course of remittance, bur I cannot state pre-' 
ciscly to what amount. — When was the first 
loan raised (or the service of the emperor of 
Germany? I rather think in 1795. — Sup- 
posin'; the contracts for the loans at the 
house of Messrs. Boyd had been dissolved 
by their failure of making instalments in the 
then state of the market, would it have been 
easy 10 make another loan in lieu thereof? I 
.shr>ii!d think it would have bec5i extremely 
dilHcult ; but 1 suppose it might have been 
done, though upon terms certainly very dis- 
advantageous to the public. — Whether you 
explained to Mr. Boyd how the money was 
furnished which was transmitted to him by 
you ? There was no necessity for any such 
explanation, as Mr. Boyd knew perfectly 
well that 1 had received it fnim lord Mel- 
* ville, and was sent by lord Melville to the 
treasury to receive it from me.— Did lord 
Melville explain to you why he wished to 
furnish this accommodation to Mr. Boyd 
through you, rather than directly from him- 
seil ? He did not; but I conceive it was 
furnished tlirou^h me, iHicause he supposed 1 
that he was giving a ssistance to the public 
in a manner in which he thought the trea- 
sury particularly interested, and he explained 
10 me, that he wished the transaction to be 
tecrci, as otherwise it might tend to injure 
the house of Messrs. Boyd.— Did yon make 
any immediate communication to the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer ? f certainly did 
uof; I acted under the impression that the 
ci'ianccllor of the excliequer w'as acquainted 
with the transaction; it is probable I may 
have conversed with him upon it, but I have 
no distinct recollection of any such conversa- 
tion, except long subsequent to the transac- 
tion. 1 recollect his remarking upon it, that 
he thought a great irregularity had been 
committed, but that he thought a great public 
mischief had been prcvenfcd by it. — Did you 
communicate with any other of the public 
servants on the subject ? Certainly not,— 
Did you dammit ro writing the wholeor any 
part of the transaction ? I did not.— Was 
there any document, to your knowledge, in 
existence, by which the public could have 
been made acquainted with this transaction ? 
When 1 transmitted this secoticy to lord 
Melville, I wrote upon one of the covers in 
which the securities were inclosed, the pur- 
poses for which they had been deposited t 
namely, that they had been dq 50 sitcd for the 
purpose ol the repayment or the sum of 
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^o,oool. which had been advanced bv lord 
Melville to the house of Messrs. Boyd.— 
Did that paper ever come again into >ouf 
possession r No, never* — Do you know 
whether it is in existence ; 1 do not ; 1 

wrote a similar memorandum rcsp^’cting 
those securities, which were afterwards /c* 
turned tp me.— Is the memorandum In&t re« 
ferred to in existence ? 1 do not think it is. 
— Was any Interest paid by Messrs. Boyd for 
the loan of this money during the time they 
held it ? Not to my knowledge,— Whether 
in all other instances, where government have 
advaiifetd to merchants temporary loans ofmo- 
iicy or exchequer bills, interest h^s not alw ays 
been paid for such loans ? I know of no in- 
stance at all similar to this; bur in all public 
I loans to merchants, interest, I believe, has al- 
ways been paid.— Whether Mr. Boyd had 
ever made any applicr^iion to the treasury for 
assistance, to enable him to make good his 
payments on the loan, prior to the time when 
you conversed with lord Melville on the sub- 
ject ? To the best of my rccoJIeciion he ne- 
ver had,— Did he ever make any subsequent 
application ? I believe not ; 1 have no 
knowledge of any such application, — Was 
the second loan for the service of tlie year 
inqS a public loan; or was it gilen to 
Messrs. Boyd without any bidding, in conse- 
quence of hia having contracted for the 
former loan ? I rather thitik it was a public 
loan by bidding. — Do yon recollect the dare 
of the centract fiir the second loan for 1)96 ? 

I think it was in April 1796.— Were both 
loans made before this transaction ? TIu-y 
certainly were. — W'ere the insul tpe nts of 
bo’h loans in a courseof payment fft the time 
that this transaction took place ? They were. 
Tift further fxa?ninafkn of the riftH ChurUt 

taken the '^ih May 1805 '. 

When did you become acquainted with 
the source from which lord Melville rook the 
ro^mey advanced to Messrs. Bo> d ?, I cer- 
tainly at first thought that lord Melville h.id 
obtained this accommodation for Mr. Boyd 
either from , Messrs. Drummonds, or from 
tome of his private connections, Mr. Boyd 
not having been able, from the extraordinary 
circumstances of the time to which 1 have 
before referred, to raise upon discount the 
whole sum which was necessary ; but in the 
course of the trausaction 1 certainly did.l^* 
lievc that the money had b?cn advanced from 
the balance in the hands of the treasurer of 
the navy ; at what periqd this idea c;inie into ' 
my mind 1 cannot at present sfatc, — Were 
you aware that in niaking such advance, the 
treasurer of the navy was aciing illegally as 
well us irregularly ? 1 probably had not the 
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*ct of parliament very precisely in my recol- far the 40,000!. contributed to the support 
lection I atid it docs not otcur to me now, of the house, it is impossible for me to stare* 
that at the time I was satisfied he had acted —Do you know whether Mr. Bt)>d is Mive, 
illegally.— Did lord Melville tell you he had and within the realm? Ido not know ; I h^ard 
communicated with Mr. Pitt, and had his of his being atPaiissorn^ time ago. — How 
concurrence in the transaction? If I had long since did you hear he was at ? 1 
tecollected that he had made any such com- cannot answer that question with .tny B(>it of 
monicarion to me, the communication would precision.— Ac what period of time was it 
probably have been made in the cooil^aation from the adv mccs that were made to Messrs, 
which 1 have before described, and I should fiojd and Bei'.field, that the tr^nsat cion rook 
have mentioned it as pare of that conversa* place in which an extent was i^><uc i against 
tion ; I have no recollection that be did their pro(>erty on behalf of the c r.jvvn ? I 
snake such a communication, but 1 think it believe betwctn two and il rrr yrarb; the 
▼cry possibles that he may have made it, and extent, I believe, issuui in the course of the 
1 certainly acted under the idea that the year 1799. 

transaction was known tq lord Melville and TJ^<r examwaikn of tk- rijrki hon. William 
Mr. Pitt, and to no other person.— Was it Pitt, takin the tth of May 1^05. 
usual with you to transact any business of ^ Do you kn.iW' of any itistaoce ci( money, 
great importance, or of an extraordinary issued for naval arrv ires, applied ti> purposes 
nature, without direct communication with not naval ? f know ot one such — 

the first lord of the treasury, and taking his Have the goodnc's to stati ii ? Ir was an 
instructions personally or by letter? Cer- advance made from naval money in the 
tainly not. — Mow came you then to omit the course of the year 1796 ; I think late in the * 
precaution in this instance f 1 have not said summer or in the autumn of 1796; I am nut 
that I omitted the precaution in thb instance, able to ascertain the ppccisc time; 11 wias 
but 1 certainly have no accurate recollection made to the tiouse of Messrs. Bnyd and Bcn- 
of taking his instructions u)>on this subject ; field, who were then contractors for tw'o 
but 1 have before observed, that 1 acted under loans for government ; the advance was the 
the impfe&sion of his knowledge of the trans* sum of 40,000!. It was made in cnnscnur nee 
action. I wish to add here, that the receipt of a representation, (hat, from the difticulty 
of (he money from lord Melville, the pay- which existed at that time in obtaining ad- 
ment of it to Mr. Boyd, and tl>e transmission vaiices, evtn on good security, they were 
of the securities, took place within so short under such pecuniary embarrassmnirs, as 
a space of time, that it is very probable 1 would prevent tluir making good an instal- 
liad no opportunity of receiving particular ment due to government. Unquestionable 
instructions within that period from Mr. Pitt ; securities were^iven fur the repayment of the 
the whole business I understood to be of advance; and, under these circumstances, 
great o^rg^ncy, and that it was necessary the knowing no other way at the time by which 
a^sis'ance should be afforded to Mr. Boyd serious mischief to the public service could 
witliout any delay.— Do you recollect whe- be prevented ; and understanding that the 
thcr Mr. Pitt first mentioaed the subject to naval service was not likely to suffer any* in- 
you, or you to him ? Ido not.— Had you at convcnictice from this advance, I cemeurred 
any rime previous to the late enquiry before in opinion with the treasurer of the navy, 
the naval commissioners, any reason to sup- that it was advisable to make it. 1 mobt heg 
pose or believe that any other transaction of the committee to understand, that 1 can only 
tin irregular nature* other than the advance iiCfte the general substance of the transaction 
to Messrs. Boyd, had taken place in the con to the best of my recolleciion, not being able e 
duct of the pay office of the navy 1 cer* pfecisely to recall all the particulars at thud is* 
tninly had not.— Had you at any time pre- taoce of time.— To whom was the pecuniary 
vious to (he said perirw any knowledge of, embarrassments of the house of Boyd aud 
or reason to soppoM that profits ^d be^n fienfield made known? To myself and lord 
made, by any individual connected with that Melville.— Ac the same time? Whether sepa« 
dep^irtment, of the public mOdey issued for rately or jointly 1 cannot undertake to say* 
the* service of the navy ? 1 had not*-*-^Did bull rather believe both ways.— With whom 
the payment of that 40*000!* to- Mr. Boyd did the propositton for the relief of the house 
ansiver the intended purpose of saving the of Boyd and Beofield, by the means which 
house fa^m failure, and- enable them to pay were afterwards resorted to* originate? X 
the su^lfii^tteni instalments I The aubiequent an} confident the suggestion of the means 
Injiiii^thits upon both the loans pi Mr* 00^ must have originated with the treasurer of 
were paid* and the house did not fail; how the atvy*«««DSl the tccaiurer of the navy 
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statejn what manner lie meant to olvaln the 
money ? T do not recollect that he did ; hut 
I understood gcncrallv, that it was mt\iiey 
which could, in his opinion, be spared for a 
time without inconvenience, provided there 
W'as sufficient security for its repayment. — 
Do you know in point of fact how it was 
obtained ? I do not fr<)ni my own know- 
ledge, — Did you enquire into the nature of 
the securities ihar were taken, or iheir 
amount ? 1 was satisfied at the time ihat the 

securities offered were such as might he de- 
pended upon, and 1 think I understood them 
to consist either of invy bills, or of bills 
which liad been accrp:cd by the East India 
company, wliich wtre lo fall due at succcs'^ice 
periods; but 1 do not rec.dlecr havin»r in}sel<^ 
seen the securities. — Di i you conceive the 
transacri*)!! to be irregular and illegal ? I 
ctTtaiidy considered it irregular; 1 co not 
ICnow it occurred to me at tlie time that it was 
positively illegal ; but 1 have no difficulty in 
saying, that I was so strongly impressed wiili 
the belief oi its importance and urgent ne- 
cessity, wiili a view to essential public in- 
terests, that I .should have thought it my doty 
to incur the risk of committing an irregular 
and illegal act, radier than expose the public 
to the mischi' f which I ilunight would other- 
tvi^e inf llihly base afiv-n. — Did you make 
nny memoranduin in vviitingof the transac- 
tir.n, or any pait of it? No, I did iiot. — 
i^id )ou take any steps towards <'btaining an 
indemnity of such an irregularity, com- 
mitted with your knowledge and concur- 
rence } No, I did not ; ai.d 1 conceive that 
it was impossible for me to have done so, 
without disclosing circiifn.stances which must 
have been highly injurious to the tricrcaniile 
house it conccrn.d, and might have in a great 
measure tended to counteract the objects of 
the public service which I liad in view.— - 
When .such delieary as to the disclf).siiie of 
the transaction had ceased, <lid you take any 
tuch steps ? I have never hitherto taken an|j'^ 
such steps ; the delicacy at'ending such dis- 
closure could never, I conceive, be considered 
as having crush'd, till a^’ter the house in ques- 
tion became bankrupt. — When did that hap- i 
pen r I really do not recollect; but it was a j 
considerable time; I believe three of four 
yc.irs after the transaction; and I confess, 
the necessity of applying fl>r indemnity did 
not then present itself to my mind. — Were 
any of the other public servants acquainted 
with the transaction ? I believe no others, 
with the exception of Air. Long, thenpnei)f 
the secretaries of the treasury, through whom 
the money was so advanced. — Do you know 
any thin^ about the repayment of the money; 

\ OL, V,— 


or the periods at which it was repaid ? I 
only know it as I learnrd if from Mr Long, 
and 1 cannot state precisely particiiLir periods; 
but 1 understood gem'r;!'.*/ a Urge jiroportion 
of it to be within a shvirt time. — Do you 
know if it has all be-n repaid ^ I h ive no 
doubt bur it has.— Do you know the ex- 
istenceSof any document any where, at the 
time or since, or now, by which the public 
could have come at the knowledge of this 
transaction I do not know of any riiemCH 
randiim or document made at the time, or 
since; but T conceive, that if the monie,s 
had not been punctually repaid, ilic securities 
deposited mu^t have Ic.l to a^^e. rtain to whom 
the advances were m.ivle. — The money being 
paid, .and the sveunries of course returnee), 
was there, or is t! .'re; any other source of 
such infornKitiun ? None, that 1 know of, 
but the evidence of parties concerned.-— 
Then, suppmi.ng the death of such panics, 
was there, or is there, any such evidence at 
all ? None, tliat 1 know of, since the re- 
ply men t of the — Dv) you know of any 

other advances of money i'isued for navy ser- 
vices to purposes not n tval, at any time, or of 
any description ? No, 1 do not know ot any 
such advances. 

fuYthn exnmvmtrjn of the rij^ht hraj* ff'il* 
hetm Pitt, taken th*‘ •jth of May i Soj. 

Was any interest [laid by Messrs. Boyd 
upon the loan of .^o.oool. ? 1 do not 
know (hat there was. — Why was it n(‘'rj’'aid? 
No demand was made. — Do you recollect 
any other ins^•lnce of public money advanced 
to cf'mmvrcial p'rsoiis m which intcrc.sr was 
I not demanded ? I do n.,t itcollcc^-^iTy'-similar 
insrance of such an adv.jrjce. — Do you rccol- 
Irct any orher instance wh-.-rc interest has not 
been paid ? No.— Kur what rca'-on w:is the 
demand ot interrst omitted ? 1 can assign no 
speeitic reason ; it did not occur to me to lie 
necessary. — V/h it was the amount of money 
borrowed in the year 1795 ? i cannot take 
upon myself to say at this iiiomtMir. — Do you 
recollect how many loans were made in that 
year? I cannot now state it with any accu- 
racy; but iherc was one made in December 
179J, — Was Mr. Boyd comracior lor all or 
any of the loans made in 1795 ? I am sutc 
Ih was contractor for the loan made about 
December 179; ; I do not recollect any pre- 
ceding lian. — Was the. lean of December 179^ 
a close loan, or a loan by public bidding? 
There was one of the loans wiih Mr. Boyd 
a close loan, but I cannot rf collect which. 
—Do you recollect that Mr. Boyd laid claim 
to the loan in December 179?# in consequence 
of any previous ifansaciiorts between you and 
him, or of any understanding (hat had taken 
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plact* between you ? 1 cannot take upon 
in> self (o state these circumstances now with 
accuracy, upon recollection : arul 1 beg to 
refer to the examinations that were taken 
when the transaction was recent.— Was not a 
loan of7,;^DO,oool. or thereabouts, contracted 
lor in or about the month of April 1 79/^? 
I bf licve there was. — Was Mr, Bo||| con- 
tractor for that loan ? He was. — Was that 
a c!. se or open loan? I do not now recol- 
lect. — Do )ou recollect about what rime the 
hoineol lioyd statei. to vnu their dilHcuItiea 
for tiie first lim? ? Id) nor,— Can yon re- 
collect wlieiher it was previous to the loan of 
the spring 1796? 1 believe not.— Do you 

recollect a notice given by the bank in De- 
cember 1795# of their inrention to narrow 
their discounts ? I recolUxc such a notice 
being given, but 1 cannot now state at wliat 
recisc period.— W}«b that notice ac ed upon? 
understand it was. — Do you recollect a 
general complaint, that the acting upon that 
notice had tended to increase the embarrass- 
ment prevailing in the commercial world at 
that rime ? I recollect much complaint of 
that nature. — Did Mr. Boyd make any par- 
ticular and specific complaint to you of his 
own embarrassments, in consequence of the 
conduct of the hank? I believe he com- 
plained of its effects.— Had you any com* 
inunication with the governor and company 
of the bank on this subject of their conduct ? 
1 ihink I had conversation on chesubjcctof (heir 
cond lict in narrowing their discountsatdiflerent 
times. — Do you recollect the date of the first ? 
Ido not. — Can you give the committee any 
inform§.tipjn as to the probable dare of such 
communications? 1 really cannot, as 1 do 
not at present recollect when the measure was 
adopted. — Can you recollect the reasons 
assigned by the governor and company of 
the bank of England for their conduct in so 
narrowing their discounts ? As well as I re- 
collect, hut I cannot at this distance of time 
speak with certainty, the reasons assignee 
were the decrease of cash in their possession, 
and a desire to check speculation, to which 
they thought those discounts were applied.— 
Did any particular conversation take place on 
the subject of the house of Boyd and co. in 
your communications with the bank, or was 
that house mentioned in anv conversations that 
pssed at thatf^riod ? I rather think, that house 
has been mentioned in some conversations, but 
1 cannot now recollect with any precision,— 
Do you recollect the drift of any lUch con- 
versations relating co that house?- No, Ido 
not,— Did the house of Boyd complain, or 
ever state to yon that the bank were not so 
liberal in theii discounts to that house as 


to others ? I think they did,— Did you cn« 
quire into the reason <'f the particular con- 
duct of the bank towards that house ? 1 do 

not rec tllect that 1 did. — Do you recollect 
any gencfil information you may have re- 
ceived from any quarter of the reasons for 
that paiiicular conduct? 1 do not. — When 
was you (irot informed ol the danger in which 
that houce found itself? 1 cannot say; in 
the course of the year 1796, I believe. — 
Was that danger ascribeu by them to the 
particular conduct ot the bank towards them ? 
To the best of my recolleciion it was. — Do 
you believe the conduct of the bmk towards 
them at that time to have been an exception 
to (heir then general conduct ? 1 do not 

know that it was, but 1 have nor sufficient 
knowledge of the particulars to form a 
judgment on that subject. — Was it so stated 
(o be by Boyd and co, ? 1 rather think that 
they represented an opinion that the conduct 
of the bank was adopted with views unfa- 
vourable to them. — Have you any reason to 
believe such representations were well found- 
ed ? I have had no means of forming a 
judgment upon that subject. — Do you believe 
the Dank to have been under diffici lties about 
that period ? 1 belicre the difficulties of 
the bank, which led to the suspensions of 
their payments in cash in the February fol- 
lowing, were commencing in that) car, or 
perhaps the preceding. — Have you any rea- 
son to believe those difficulties to have in- 
termitted, or have been suspended about the 
period of the advance to Messrs. Bv>yd of 
40,0001. ? 1 do not at present recollect any 
reason for such belief. — Did you know chat 
the 4o,oool. so advanced would be drau'n 
from the bank ? 1 had no knowledge of il.e 

particular mode by which that sum would be 
furnished. — Did you believe it would come 
out of the public money advanced for navy 
services ? I did. — Ought not such money, 
according to law, to remain in the bank till 
assigned to, or drawn for, particular navy 
Ifcrvices ? Yes, I conceive so.— Were you at 
the time aware of such legal provisions ? I 
certainly must have known the existence of 
the act ; hut its particular provision was not 
at that time under my contemplation.— Did 
the governor or deputy- governor of the bank 
of England, in the information which they 
gave to you of one of the reasons wliich in- 
duced them to narrow their discounts, 
namely, for the purpose of checking specula- 
tion, allude at all, or in any way to the house 
of Boyd ? I cannot take upon myself to say 
efther way,— Did the governor or deputy* 
governor of the bank ol England, in the in- 
jtormatioD they gave you ot dhc reasons for 
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their conduct in narrowing their dis- 
couifts, state the necessity for their so 
doing, in consequecne ot the large ad- 
vances under which they were to gorern- 
menr, and which had not been rcplac** i ac- 
cording to agreement ? I think they niad»* 
reprcfcntations to that effect ; but for the 
parriciiinrs I would beg again to reler to exa- 
minations which were taken before the coin- 
mirrt’c soon at cr that period, — Had you anv 
money transactions on the part of the public 
with the house of Bo»d. subsequent to the 
loan of the spring 1796 ? 1 think there was 

an issue of money to them for public service, 
which appeared in the extraordinary of the 
army in 1797.— To wbai amount? It will 
appear by rhe cxtraordinarics ; 1 think about 
]oo,oooi. andj as well as I recollect, it was 
for the remiffance of silver from India to the 
Cape. — Did they apply to you, or were ihc) 
com^ietitors for any loan subsequent to the 
loan for the spring 1 796 ? 1 do not recol- 
lect, — Was any information given to you, or 
had you any reason to believe the house of 
Boyd and co. were engaged in simulations 
to anv amount besides their engagements for 
the loans negotiated with them? 1 under* 
stood (hem to be engaged in very extensive 
pecuniary or mercantile transactions as 
bankers and remitters, but I had no know- 
ledge of the particulars.— Was any informa- 
tion given to you, or hint thrown out, of the 
probability of the event which actually took 
place, namely, the failure of the house of 
Boyd and co. ? 1 heard surmises to that ef- 
fect, but 1 cannot say at what time. — Can 
you say (hat it was not ar an earlier (leriod 
than the one at which the 40.000!. was ad- 
vanced ? I do not think that ir wa^. — Do 
you know any thing of the causes which led 
to that failure ? Nothing precisely. — Have 
you heard what those causes were ? 1 cannot 
pretend to recollect them now with precision ; 
the narrowing the discounts of the hank, and 
their refusal in 1796 to make the accustomed 
advances on the loan, were s ated as circum- 
stances very prejudicial to them ; but how 
far these were the causes of their ultimate 
failure, I canAot judge. — Did you ever hear 
there were large speculators in the public 
funds at the peri od of the negotiations at 
Lisle ? 1 have heard such report, hut know 
nothing of the subject.— Whar was the na- 
ture ol the injury the public was likely to 
sustain from a full disclosure or all the cir- 
cumstances relating to the advance made to 
Messrs. Boyd and Benfield, as soon as they 
had made good all the instalmenti of lihe 
loan ? I meant in that part of my answer, to 
apply particularly to the period while the in- j 
italmcnta ot the loans were not made good ; ^ 


the injury afterwards to the public would 
have bmn that of the failure of any great 
mercantile house; bur in that latter period, 
the principal reason I assigned for avoiding 
disclosure was, the injurious tffcct it woulii 
jha»c upon the parlies themselves. — Do you 
conceive (hr 40,00c]. advanced to Mr. Bo‘,d, 
if it had been so advanced, would have 
been productive of am imerest to the public? 
I conceive certHinly nor, — Will you state 
generally to the comnnictee, what you rec.)I- 
lecr to hive bren the state of the money 
market in the course of the year 1 796, aui 
the beginning of the year 1797 ? J conccivo 
it to have been a period of the gre.iiesc em- 
barrassment, both of public and private 
credit, and it led to the circumstancr of ihe 
stoppage of the payment of ca-b tiy the bank 
in the spring of 1797. — Krun rhe then state 
of the money market, in case Mr. Koyd had 
failed ?n making good lib pavmcnis, and the 
contracts for the two lo^ns then in p'’>*i»ress 
of payment had been dissolvf'd, do you con- 
ceive a new could have b'^en procured for flic 
public on terms equally advantageous ? I 
am perfectly convinced that it would not; 
and that the embarrassment that it would 
have occasioned to the public service would 
have been of the most serious and alarming 
nature. — In the then state of rhe market, 
would it have been easy to have made a loan 
in lieu thereof ? No, it would have been 
extremely difficult, and, 1 believe, impossible, 
unless upon most unfavourable tenn^*. — lb 
what extent do you conceive the failure of 
Messrs. Boyd's loan would have 'fF'crcd the 
general credit of the country ? To a very 
rear and ^erioHs extent. — Wofflli tTic effect 
ave been such as to ren ier she luliilinoiic of 
any future contract to be made viithodicr 
parties, in a considerable degree, preca ious 
and uncertain ? That is matter of i pinion 
of which I cannot speak posidvcly, but 1 
think there w. uld have bet n grtMt dain t r of 
such an effiCt. — Have you any knowle ’oc of 
a certain sum of public u.oiicy amounting 
to io,coo!. being in the h.mdsof loid Mel- 
ville in the beginning of the year 1786? No, 

I have nor. 

The further exammation of ihe right hoft, I'FtU 
ham Pitt; taktu the ^th of May 1 " 05 . 

Were any rcprtscntaMor.s at anv li ne made 
to )ou by any bwdy, ol the circ m^ranct of 
money issueu to the bank fur navy vrviers, 
been drawn ^roiii thence, and lodged in .he 
bands of a private banker or bankeis ? I have 
a general recollection, that Mr. Raikes, one 
of the bank directors, and 1 believe eitlicr 
governor or deputy goverm r ar ihe (itnc, 
took some occasion to mention to mo, th.-it 
he believed sums were drawn from the bank 
• ^ z 
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to 3 Lir^er amount than he supposet^ to be 
nece.^iarr, anj carricci to a private hankcr’ii, 
but no memorandum or do^-urnont of any sort 
was ^iv'en to me; and ar this distance of 
time, I can only oiate the substance of what 
p/. 3 .s*\l very oph tjH^, an I c.nin‘'C undertake 
with anv preciii'oi to r.c dkci the particu- 
lar*;, — Had \oii any comiMinicadon with the I 
tr“asur».*r of ihi* nav) in consequence of what 
Mr. Raik-s liad toid you? Ws, I had; I 
took an carle opportunity if stating to him 
the opinion which Mr. Raikcs had exprcjscd 
to m *. — What further passed on the subject ? 

1 caniU't state preci-'Cly the convtr^aTion that 
took place between us, but I was led to sup- 
pose, from whiu passed, tliat the treacurer of 
the navy did not Iviicoe that any larger sums 
were drawn from the hank than such as were 
neccs'iary for carrying on the detail of the 
service in payments to inlividuar. ; hut 1 
beg to have it understood, th.at 1 cannot state 
with any prccisi*jn the terms wh.ich were 
used, I only state the general imoresaon left 
upon iny mind. — WVsihat general impression 
such as to lead yon tvo ib'b.licvc the fact 
stated to you by Mr. R iikes, namely, that 
inoncy was dr uMi from the hank under the 
auiluiiity of the trcasiucr of ihe navy, and 
lodged at a private banker’s? It di \ not lead 
me to disbelieve the fact, that money wa> 
drawn from the hank, and 1 iiged at a pri- 
vate bankei’s; but it led rnc t J bt!u ve thai 
no Ollier sums wTre drawn bat '•iich as were 
necf;;siry f>r carrying on the derdis of the 
service. — Were you aware that such proceed- 
ing on the part of the treasurer of the navy 
was irregular ? I w'as so far Scitisfied wi:h the 
gcneral'S^tiimcnts so given me, that 1 made 
no (iirther enquiry, and did nut particularly 
advert to she provisions of the act of parlia- 
meru ; and it did not occur to my mind, that 
drawing such sums of monct as were neces- 
sary for carrying on the details of the service 
was an illegal pracrice. — Did you take any 
steps to verify the sta:cmenfs made to you 
by calling for an examinati- -n of any books, 
accounts, or papers on the subject? No, I 
did not; I beg Lave to observe, that I have 
already stated tliat I was so far satislicd with 
ihe general statement which I received in 
convcr>atK)n with the trea.su ler of the it >fy, 
that I made no further enquiry,-— Did you 
inferm Mr. Raikes of the satisfaction you 
had obtained from your conversation with 
the trciiNurer of the navy ? I do not recolJrct 
having afjterwards any conversation with Mr. 
Kaikes ort the subject. — Did you inform any 
other of the public servants, or any of the law 
oiScers of the crown, of the communication 
that .had been made to you by Mr. Raikes ? 


No, I did not; no impression was left on 
my mind, alicr the conversation with the 
treasurer of the navv, to make me feel it ne- 
ce&'.ary to take any steps on the subject. — • 
Although 5 (Ml did nor know to what cx:ent 
money was so drawn from the bank b> the 
treasurer of the navv, and lodged at a private 
lMiTk<*r*.s. did you know the practice was con- 
tinued ? 1 do nor lecolleci know ing any thing 
afterware.s on the subject ; but I conceived, 
<romthe tieavnier of tb.c navv’s convcisation, 
that the practice lot-k place onlv as necessary 
for carrying on the services, as I have already 
explaiiit'd. — Did you inve.stiga'c such neces- 
si'v? No, I ilisl not; I rebed on ihe opinion 
given me bv the treasurer of the navy with- 
out fuithcr exainination. — Do you recollect 
how .soon a'ter the eonver-'afion with Mr, 
l\aike^, vour convcrsa:inn with the treasurer 
of the navv tonk place? 1 do not ncollect 
with any certaiiu) : but I believe very soon 
after; probably on the first occasion I had of 
cotiversing with him, when our attention was 
not t ng'igcd by othei pressing business. — Did 
be state to yon any ground ol the necessity he 
aliedged for placing t’.e money at a private 
banker’s? I have aireiivlv said, that I cannot, 
at this distant caf time, recollect the parti- 
culars of whit p'Tsed ; but I believe that he 
scaled his opinion of the impoMubility of car- 
rying on various detailed pav inents in any 
other iiTHnner,— Do )oii recollect that the’ 
propriety of the r<‘visi' n of the CMisting laws 
on the subject formed ar.y put of that con- 
versation ? No, 1 am petsnaded it did not ; 
he did not appear to me to have any impres- 
sion on his mind tlut w hat was done W'as con- 
trary to law, — On what ground, as far as you 
can recollect, did ?dr. Raikes make any com- 
mun'caiion to you on tliC .«:ubject ? 1 have al- 
ready slated, that my recollection does not 
enable me to refer to the particulars of the 
conversation, but 1 conceive him to have 
stated, that he supposed money to be with- 
drawn to a greater amount than was necessary 
for the public service. — Had you any infor- 
mation ar any time from any person, in any 
manner, or irregularity in the management 
of the public money advanced for naval ser- 
vices besides the communicatio(\, made by 
Mr. Raikes ; or did you, in point of fact, 
know ot any such irregularities in any other 
manner ? I had no such information besides 
that referred to, nor did 1 know any thing 
further on the subject until at a period long 
subsequent, 1 leanu from lord Harrowby, 
then treasurer of the navy, that he thought 
the practice which had prevailed irregular, 
and was taking steps for altering it. — Had 
you any conversation or correspondence with 
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lord Melville in consequence of such commu- 
nication from lord Harro vby? No, I hsd 
not.— 'When this connnunicarioii ums made 
to you by Mr. Raikes, did he J'UggCit to you 
any nlea of any improper application cr use 
moneys'^ taken uut ol the hank? I 
have no rcc'dlcction that he did.— Had you, 
previiHis to the iate em] dry beloje the nav'a! 
coni.r.i'tior.rr'i, any knowledge of, or ^ea^on 
to ‘■u-jvet f} a? p-i re prcfits had been made 
by Mi. d'rotier, or any oiher p.Tion, ot n - 
val mo.'i.';, (if th it the business of the ofH^'e 
was so voiklnctcd as to adinir of private profit 
being Fnidc ol uieli monies by .my officer of 
that dr-p.iiimcnt ? I had no knowledge at any 
time, prv-» idiis to the enquiry befor* the na- 
v*d c .inmps* >ners, of an) such profiis having 
been m.kle by any person; nor had I any sus- 
picion of the businehjj being so conducied as 
to admit of it till after the comnuinicatioo I 
have bciore adverted to with lord Harrowby, 
which conversation, to the best of my rrcol- 
lecfon, t(V)k place when I was out of office. 
•—Had you, previous to the above enquiry, 
any knowledge of any sum other than the 
40, cool. *‘'tdted to be advanced L) Mr. Boyd, 
being rtt any time divened from the service 
of the navy to purposes not naval? None 
whatever. — D.d Ion! Harrowby tell you that 
lie knew, or that he had reaH)n tosuppisc, 
that profit had been made ot public money 
issik'd for naval service? I do not think he 
told m*: that he knew that i; had, but he ap- 
peared to suppose that it might have been. — 
any s'.cps taken by you to ascertain the 
fact ? No, there were not. — Had you known 
at the time that profits were derived from the 
public money placed in tlie hands of private 
bankers, should you have deemed it irregu- 
lar and illegal, .and consequently a practice 
that ought immediately to have been stopped ? 
1 should cvirainly have deemed it a practice 
that ought immediately to have been stopped. 
— When Mr. Boyd informed you of the dan- 
ger his house was in, and stared that danger 
to arise in part from the conduct of the bank, 
did you take aiiy steps to enquire into the 
truth of such allegation ? I do not recolkct 
making any *cnqiiiry in consequence of Mr. 
Boyd’s representation. —When the starement 
of difficulties was made to you by the house 
of Boyd, did you take any steps to enquire, 
by youraelfor orhers, into the real solidify of 
that houw, before you consented to the ad- 
vance ot 40,000!. ? I did not make any mi- 
nute enquiry ; but I had a strong persuasion 
of the solidity of the house, and a belief that 
their difficulties were only occasioned by the 
temporary scarcity of money; and I did not 
hesitate to make the advance, because 1 con- 


ceived the security for its repayment to be 
unques'ionable. 

Thtr fn'thtr fxnrKmnthn of the right h'n* fVtl* 
hum Pitt ; toki tt the 9 'A oj j Koi; . 

Do you recollect having Ix'en iniormctl hy 
Mr. Thornron, thiit ho h.id roas; n to *.npiH)se 
the house of Bo>d and c k would uhimitcly 
prove insolvent, and that you, therefore, 
uould not siitfVi a bidding u) be made lor a 
loan you ‘Acre then ni-goti.iting .HiUuj-ieat to 
the loan of 7,^00^000!. above .dluded to, and 
for vvl'ich tile honve ol Boyd and co, in con- 
junction wiili oiheis, wisik’d ri> bki ? I have 
no distinct r^xoilcf lion of ili.it ir.tnsaction ; 
but I think theic was an occasinn whic!'. I 
declined receiving ilie prop;}.a! from some 
other bankers, who were supp.>>ed to be as- 
sociated with Mr. Bityd; as well .is 1 recol- 
Icct that must liave been at a later peiiod; 
the bankers were, as well as 1 recollect, 
Messrs. S^r.ingc and co. — Do you recollect 
those banker', to have produced or said they 
were in poj.SLS'don of written instructions 
from the house of Hoyd to bid ? 1 do not re- 
collect their producin.> any sucli instructions, 
hue r am ptvify (‘njiHdeiU th *y stated them- 
selves as wishing to b.d on Mr. Boyd’s l)c- 
haU as well ns their own. — Oo voii iccollcct 
the information giv.n hy Mr, "I'liornton ? I 
do not particularly; I iimgine Mr, 'I'horn- 
ton must have attend vd cidier as governor or 
deputy-governor of the hank, tliac having al- 
ways been the practice prwioiib to a bidding, 
to refer to the governor and deputy. gavernor 
for information, it there was any doubt of 
the sufficici.cy of any of tiie parties that came 
to hid. — Did you then refer to the governor 
or deputy-vfivtTiior as to the kuulficncy of 
the house of Ro)d ? 1 cannot answer that 
from memory; but I have no doubt 1 refer- 
red to thrni on the sufficiency of the parties 
joined wiih Messrs. Strange. — Was the pub- 
lic tnoney stated by ycu to have been entrust- 
ed to the house of B 'y.l lor the purpt^se of 
being remitted t » ti.c Cape of Gon\ Hope, 
s> entrusted to them subseqeenr to your re- 
fusal of the list of ?4ossr5. Strange and co, as 
bidders for the. Join? 1 believe not; but 1 
have already said I cannot siy with rertainty 
when that offer on the part of Messrs. Strange 
was made. — Was the money so enrrusted to 
the house of Boyd punctually paid ? No, it 
w'as not. — Has it all U en paid ? 1 believe it 
has not; an extent was issued, 1 believe, in 
1799, in order to secure the recovery of what 
was due. — Can you sraie what was the a- 
mouut due at the time of issuing the extent? 
No, 1 cannot. — Can you state what is now 
due? No, not with certaiiuy. — Did nor ihc 
bouse of Strange, which ofl'cicd to bid for 
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the lo^n in conjunction with Boyd, as was 
understood by you at the time, and whose 
offer Wiis rejected by you, afterwaids fail ? 
Yes, it did. 

7 /y frtrthf^r examhialiofi of thf right hoft» Wit 
liam Pi/t ; takf/t thf l-jtho/ May^ i 
Have you any reason to suppose that 
20,ccol. of luoiK y issued for naval services, * 
was applied to purposes not naval, duri igthe I 
Jast treastirership of lord Mvlvdle, besidrs ! 
the sum of’ 40,000!. sMted to have been ad- 
vanced to ilie In use of Ji yd and Benfield, in 
the year I7i;/i? 1 understood from conversa- 
tion with lord Melviile, that, to the best of 
his recollection, that was nearly ihc amount; 
and on that ground I stafril my belief to that 
effeet in the house of commons. — Have you 
any inf.irmrition as to the purpose lo which 
such mnnry was applied ? I have not.— Did 
you m.ike any enquiry of lord Melville on 
the subject ? 1 did nor.— When did the con- 
vcrsHti<m tak*; place? Sone time after the 
tenth report was published — Were you first 
lord of the treasury in the month of May, 
iSoo? I was. — Do you recollect having been 
present at a board of rroasury on the 29th 
of that inomh, 10 which VJr. Rose submitted 
a statement of a debt due to the treasurer of 
the navy from Mr. Adam Jelllcoe? The pre- 
cise date I canno: ascertain from memory; I 
perfectly recollect the statement, and the me- 
inorial of the treasurer of the navy, on which 
it was founded ; bi^ih of which were under 
my consideration before the minute of trea- 
sury was framed. 1 believe I was acfually 
present at the board, but of that I cannot 
speak positively. — Had you had any commu- 
nication wTlii the treasurer of the navy on the 
subject of his memorial, previous to i(.s being 
submitted to your consideration ? I believe 
I bad, and that his communication was to 
the same effl ct as what was contained in the 
ipemorial. — Did you take any steps yourself, 
or give directions for steps to be taken, in 
order to verify the sta'ements and allegatjjns 
contained in that memorial? I do not recc’ 
lect that 1 did ; 1 had no doubt of the truth 
of the facts represented. — Are writs of privy 
seal for acquitting public officers of deheirn- 
cies, due to them by persons employed under 
them, u'^ual ? I <lo not apprehend the instan* 
CCS are frequent ; but 1 rake it to be the regu- 
lar inode of giving a discharge where any 
circumstances appear to justify it,— Do you 
recollect any inst^tnee of a similar nature? 

1 do not ai tiiis moment, but 1 rather believe j 
others have f’ceurred while 1 have been at the 
treasury. — Did you take the opinion of the 
law officers i>^ the crown on the propriety or 
kg 4 iry of the writ in question ? I did not; 


I conceive the propriety of it to rest on 
grounds on which the treasury were • hem- 
selves competent to decide ; of its legality I 
have not the slightest doubt. — Do you kn' w 
who drew the instrument ? No, J do nor ; J 
suppose the solicitor of rhe treasurv. — Did 
you enquire what was 'he state of the pro- 
ceedings which had been instituted by oirec- 
lion of the tre.i surer of the navt ro recover 
the debt due from Mr. Jelllcoe? 1 ihii k it 
probable that I did, but I cannot take upon 
m)self to say ; I do not ret oiler : the partiuii- 
lars with sufficient precision. — Have you at 
any time since given -my (lirections for pro- 
ceedings to be continued on tlie part of tlic 
public for the balance still due from ib-* es- 
tate of Mr. Jellicoe ? I do not rccollecr -I’.tt 
I have; 1 conceived that the solicitor of the 
treasu^’y had previously been dirjcteo to take 
all (he steps in his power; 1 miK^t alsj I'dd, 
thit it was not many months after lu' period 
that I quirted office. — Are you aware that 
the solicitor of the treasury has suspended all 
proceedings in that business since the vear 
1792 or 1793 ? I am not aware of it, except 
as far as apprars by his evidence before the 
commif-sioncr-. of naval enquiry. — Since your 
return to office, and since that f’tct was so 
brought to your observation, have you taken 
any steps to ascertain its truth, or given any 
direction towards obtaining the balance on 
the part of (he public ? I have not 'aken any 
s"fp on the subject since my return to office. 
— Have you had any conversation with lord 
Melville on the subject, at any time since 
the issue of the writ of privy seal? The sub- 
ject may have been mentioned, but 1 have no 
recollection of any particular conversation 
upon it. — Had you any reason at any time to 
doubr that the pn>ceedings against the estate 
of Mr. Jellicoe were duly carried on, and the 
proceeds regularly accounted for in the dis- 
charge of his balance ? I do not recollect any 
circumstance that gave me any reason to 
doubt it.— Did you consider any fresh in- 
structions on the part of tl.e treasury as ne- 
cessary to secure to the public the entire of 
such proceeds? It never occurred to me (hat 
they were, nor do I now conceive that they 
were.-- Had you any information given to 
you at the time, of the nature of the pro- 
ceedings instituted, of the situation in which 
they stood, and of the expectation that might 
be reasonably formed of further proceeds from 
thecstire of Mr. Jellicoe ; and in whose hands 
was placed the conduct of the business? 1 
have no doubt that 1 had, though 1 cannot 
nc^ state, upon recollection, the particulars 
of such information. [A letter from the nst« 
yal cominissioners read.] 
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T&e examinathn of Thomas Raises, 
taken /he ^/h of Majj i8o?. 

Wfre you tiepury-governor of the bank in 
ihe year 1796? Yes. — Who was governor? 
Mr. Daniel Giles ; he is now dead.—Do you 
recollect a refusal, on rhe pare of the bank, 
to make any payments upon a loan or loans 
contracted for by Boyd and co. ? I do not 
exactly recollect that. — Do you recollect a 
notice given by the bank, of their intention 
to narrow their discounts about the end of the 
year I795> or beginning of 1796 ? I remem- 
ber such a circumstance, but cannot exactly 
state when it was. — Was such notice acted 
upon? Yes. — Was there any particular con- 
duct on the paiC of the bank, towards the 
house of Boyd and co, in refusing to dis- 
count the bills of that house in the same pro- 
portion as the bank discounted bills for other 
mercantile houses? No; the bank told Mr. 
Boyd that they would discount for his house 
the same as they did for any other house of 
the most respectable situation, but Mr. Boyd 
required an accommodation of six times the 
amount which was accorded to the most re- 
spectable houses. — Did the bank, in point of 
fact, treat the bouse of Boyd as liberally as 
any other commercial house whatever? I be- 
lieve they did, until by their own misconduct 
they lessened the opinion of their own credit. 
— About whar time did the opinh n of their 
credit l>cgin to diminish, so as to induce the 
bank to alter their conduct towards them? 
Ic is impossible for me to determine that by 
memory, but I believe about the year 1796. 
— Were any representations made, or com- 
munications held with the chancellor of the 
exchequer, on the subject of narrowing the 
bank discounts? I make no doubt it was 
mentioned in the frequent conferences the 
governor and I had with the chancellor of 
the exchequer at that time. — Do you recol- 
lect any particular mention, in any of those 
conferences, of the house of Boyd and co. ? 
No, 1 do not. — Do you recollect when the 
house of Boyd and co. failed ? 1 do not re- 
collect. — Was this state of the money market 
in August 1796, such as to have made it dif- 
ficult or impossible to have discounted navy 
bills or bins accepted by the East India com- 
pany at short dates ? It is impossible for me 
to recollect.— Were the difiicuhies of the 
bank considerable about the months of Au- 
gust, September, and October 1796? Yes, 
the pressure for discounts was very heavy. 

The further examinathn of Themas Raikes^ e/y, 
taken the %tb of Moy^ I 
It has been stated to the committee, that 
the narrowing of the bank discounts had for 
one object the checking of speculations sup* 


posed to be going nn at that time ; was that 
the fact? I do ii 'f recollect any such i.ircn;n- 
stance. — Was the gcnenl measure taken with 
a view to the house of Boyd in pArth uhu ? I 
have been in the bank twenty-eight ycar^, and 
1 never knew it to act on such partiiil consi- 
deration. — Had you been aware that a cer- 
tain sum of public money, which by law 
ought to have remains! in ihc bank, till the 
time at which it might be wanted to be ap- 
plied to the special service for which it had 
been issued to the bank, would be withdrawn, 
for the purpose of supporting the house of 
Boyd, should you have thought it your duty, 
with a view to the interests of ihecorporadon 
of which you then h id, in conjunction with 
Mr. Giles, the principal management, under 
the difllculties of the bmk at that particular 
period, to have remonstrated with the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer on such transaction, 
to have made any representations to him or 
others on the subject, or to have taken any 
steps to prevent it ? I certainly kn-*w nothing 
of any such circii instance ; if I had kno wn ic, 
on any sure foundation, and that any respon- 
sibility thereby devolved on the bank, I cer- 
tainly should have thought it right to have 
expostulated with the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer upon it. — State why > ou would have 
exposrulatcd with him ? Bcc.-use if I knew 
that moiu:s, which were appropriated for the 
public service, were applied to the use of a 
private individual, 1 should have thought ic 
requisite, if it came to me offici?«lly, to hav« 
meniioii'^d it to the chancellor of the exche- 
quer. — Do you remember, in February 17 96, 
any application being made to the hank di- 
rectors, to make the customary payments, on 
behalf of the contractors, for tiie loan taken 
in Noveml)er 1795 ? 1 cannot lecollect it now 
from mcmor3% — Can you state, whether any 
application of a similar nature was made in 
may 1796, and refused by the diiectnis? — 
i cannot, from my memory, but 1 b-i^lieve 
there was something of that kind happeneil 
about that time. — Can you re collect, whether 
an application was made to the bank in June 
1796, to advance on the loan of 7.500,000!. 
taken the preceding April, on which the di- 
rectors consented 10 advance the 3d, 4th, and 
6th payments, but nut the last, which was due 
the 26th of October ? My memory is not pre- 
pared to answer this question.— Can you re- 
collect whether the second loan was or was 
not, in October 1796, at a discount of from 
S to 9 per cent.? — I do not recollect if. — Is 
there any custom at the bank which prevents 
the discretion of the bank directors, to 
making advances upon loans, according to 
their opinion of the solvency of the persons 
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concerned in tlic contnicts. or ihcir judg- 
ment un other circumstances of the time.? 
]No. — Mas the usual custom of making ad- 
vaners upon certain payments of loans, ever 
been departed from, except in the cases al- 
luded to? Ycf', 1 re. nciubcr several. — Enu- 
merate them ? 1 cannot. ♦ 

She Jurtker exainmnl 'K/n of Thomas Raties, 
ilj> S/h cj May 1805. 

Are you aware of the provisions of the 
act (,'f the 25111 CjOo. 111. cap. 31, for regu- 
lating the office of to-asurcr of the navy, in 
so far as they relate to the issues of public 
money to the bank for naval servlets ? I nc- 
ver saw the act, or ever heard any particu- 
lars of it. — Do \ou know, in point of fact, 
that public money for naval services, is is- 
sued by the exchequer to the bank, to be 
drav/n from thence by the treasurer of the 
navy or his agent, when applied to such ser- 
vice:* ? Yes, 1 know tiiat it is the custt'm of 
the business, and that it came to the cashier's 
office in the Bank. — How is it drawn from 
fhcnce ? I cannot speak from n\y own know- 
ledge, the cashier manages all that business. 
— Do )Ou know if any sums ol money, paid 
from the exchequer into the bank, for naval 
services, have been drawn from the bank, and 
placed in the hands of private bankers ? From 
my ow n know ledge, I cannot say I do know. 
— Has svich infurmaiion been given to you 
at any time ? Yes, 1 believe in the year 1797, 
—By .whom ? Mr. Giles, the then late go- 
vernor of the bank, told me, that Mr. Dun- 
das, then treasurer of ilic navy, kept his 
cash, which by act of parliament he was di- 
rected rtTktvp at the bank, at the private 
banking-house of Messrs, Couits and co. I 
was going that day to the chancdlor of the 
exchequer on business from the bank, and I 
thought it of sufficient consequence to men- 
tion (he matter to him, but 1 called in Mr. 
Kcwland, the cashier, and asked him as to 
the circuFi stance, wdjich he confirmed ; and 
added, that navy bills were now paid b 
drafts upon Messrs. Coutts and co. instead of 
upon the bank, as they bad formerly been. 
\Vlien I went np to Mr. Pitt, after the imme- 
diate object of my business from the bank 
was over, I did in conversation mention the 
circumstance to him, — Did any thing funher 
pass ? Nothing particular ; 1 think Mr. Pitt 
thanked me for my information, and made 
ino further observation. — Did Mr, Giles tell 
you any thing of the extent of these trans- 
aciions, or when they commenced ? Not 
ihat 1 recollect.— Had you any other con- 
versaiion with ihe chancellor of the exche- 
quer than the one you have now stated ? 
None that 1 recollect,— Upon a point of 


this nature, affecting the interest of the bank, 
as well as those of the public, did it not oc- 
cur to you to enquire whether any, or what 
steps had been taken, in consequence of your 
former suggestion ? 1 looked upon it, that 
having made the matter known to the chan- 
ctllor of the exchequer, it was in the hands 
of the person most competent 10 set any thing 
right that might be wrong in the business ; I 
do not recollect I heard :ii*y thing n:ure upon 
the subject in the course of mv office. — Did 
you, on your return to the bank, make any 
minute of the .substance of what had passed 
with the chancellor of the cx’chf qiuT on this 
subject ? J mentioned (he matter to the com- 
mittee of treasury and several of the direc- 
tors, bat I made no particular minute of it ; 
1 had always made minutes when I was in 
the sHuiiion of deputy governor, but another 
gentlciiian whs now in ihat situation, and the 
practice was then disconriiujed, only a clerk 
was appoin:cd to take minutes of any actual 
business that passed between the governors 
and the chancellor of the exchequer ; but 
matters of conviToarion ucrenar included. — 
Is it not usual to cause a minute to be taken 
ol any r. presenia;ion made by ihc governor 
or deputy governf/r of ti e bank, which they 
consider as cfficlal? This communication 
was not considered as official. — Of whom did 
the committee of treasury consist at that 
time? Mr, Thomas R-iikcs, governor, Mr. 
S.unuel 1 'honuon, Sir Ric’nard N'eaves, Mr, 
Darell, Mr. Bosanquet, Mr. Giles, and Mr, 
Mathew.— 1^0 you recollect the terms in which 
you made this communication to Mr. Pitt? 
Only as I b^-fore stated. — What was the date 
of the communication you made to Mr. Pitt? 

1 do not know, but it wa.s .sometime after the 
5ih of April 1797. — Was any information 
officially given to the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, on the pait of the bank, after your 
communications made to the committee of 
treasury ? — I do not recollect that any were. 
Did you consider the information given to 
the committee of treasury, as a matter of 
business brought before ihcm on which it 
became them 10 act, or only aa a report of a 
conversation that had taken placp ? Merely 
in the latter light; 1 did not conceive the 
bank had any right to apply further on the 
subject to the chancellor of the exchequer.— 
Can you mention in what terms you made 
the communication to Mr. Pitt ? I told him 
that 1 had heard at the bank that morning, 
that the treasurer of the navy now kept his 
caifh at Messrs. Coutts and co’s instead of the 
bank, where I understood it should be lodged 
by act of parliament ; and that 1 had also 
heard that navy bills were now paid by drafts 
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upon Messrs Coutfs and co. instead of draffs 
upon«che bank.— Arc you certain that those 
are ihc terms in which you made the commu- 
nication ? — I am not pure of the terms, it 
was eight years ago; but I am sure of the 
purport. — Had you any authority from the 
bank tp mention the conversation alluded to, 
10 the chancellor of the exchequer ? — No*’e, 
1 did it with a view to the public good. — 
You mentioned it as an individual otily ? I 
cannot say quite as an individual; I was go- 
vernor of the bank at the time; I learned it^t 
the hank, and mentioned it to Mr. Pitt, bc- 
iiig governor of the bank ; 1 should not 
have known it had I not been in that situa- 
tion, nor had any opp .rtiinky of making the 
communication. — Did you ‘mention ih.c cir- 
cumsranre to Mr. Pitt, as governor of the 
bank ? I had no commispion from the bank 
to mention it fo Mr. Pitt, but 1 did iji con- 
versjiion afirr thf* busines was over. — By the 
word ** biisincjs,*' do you mean such com- 
munication to t!ie cliancellor of the exche- 
quer upon the business of tlie bank, which, 
as governor of the batik, you was authorized 
to make to him ? I do, — All the business 
which you were to communicate to the Chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, as governor of the 
bank, was concluded previous to any such 
communic itiou as th^K to which you have 
alluded? It was. — Might not the circoin- 
stance you mentioned to Mr. Pitf, have come 
equally to the knowledge of any ladder <*f a 
navy bill, or to atiy person whom Mr, Giles 
iniormed us he^did you ? — Any holder of a 
navy bill, who received for payment a draft 
upon Courts, must certaiidy know wl o paid 
; bur pcriiaj's he might be ignorant from 
whence the funds came: but any per.- on to 
v/i/om Mr. Gij:'s cr,niiiiunic:ned rhe iidorm- 
utinn he did to me, was equally mrt>rcr ot it 
as I was. — VVhtn you made this communica- 
tion to Mr. Ibtr, did you nut conceive you 
was di?cli,ir:>ing yr. or duty as governor of the 
bank, althcu^;!! iK‘t acting ol^icially ? — i hrd 
no cominifoion Irom the bank, but! thouglit 
it j eiuty to the public Mr. Pitt should know 
if. — Weis the deputy governor of the bank 
orvs(Mit at thifc com errintion with Mr. Pitt, 
cr any other person ? I make no doubt tlie 
drp ny governor was. though I do not abso- 
Iut.;Iy recollect the circmnsiancc. for 1 al- 
ways avoided going alor.e to the chancellor 
of the exchequer when i was governor of the 
bank, lest by failure of memory I might ever 
omit any p^rt of the busine;»s 1 had to do, — 
Who was deputy governor at that cime ? Mr, 
baiijnel I'hornton. . 


farther eximhathtt f 'Thantaf Railrs, esq, 

^heMh if Mny i So^'. 

When Mr. Gilcf>»'. formed yon of the cir- 
cumstance of the tifiJfnrcr of tlie navy keep- 
ing his cash at a private banker'?, did he 
throw out any hint that sueli monev was ap- 
plied for the profit of imy pcr^oti ? No.-- 

Did any such idea .sut,gest ircif to yon, or 
did vou at the iiuK‘ cv«’r Juar it, oi know- any 
thing of the inarrci t I cannot say but T had 
iome 'ii^puicm of it, but uoIkuIv' ever told me, 
ni»r did any ibinjf of the kind ever come to 
my knowleilge. Do joii recollect stating any 
suspicion of that sort to Mr. Pitt, or throw- 
ing out any hint lending il.at way ? As I 
knew nothing ef that kmd, I had no right 
to throw out ^^lsp!cion^. — VVhen did you hist 
entcrtainVuch suspicious ? When xVlr. Giles 
first mentioned it to me. 

The exami/:a//oa oj ^ A m U E L T H o R N T O N , 
esq. (a fisembitr of the committee, ) taken the 

^th of May 1 80 ^. 

Do }ou recollect applicaticns made to the 
bank !)y tlic Iioiise of boyd, to make certain 
advances upon a loan or loins, coirractcd for 
by that house in iliC )cars 179; and 1796? I' 
uoiiM premise that tiic lotn t.ikcn in No- 
vember 1795'. WrS tivk^n by MtOii*. BG)d 
and CO. and c njolcily vvitli M^st^rs. Uobarta 
and Curtis, ( oldsodd and (-tLers, from 
whom there as a joint appiic'ition made to 
the hank, fi r adv. nccr. on die said loan, in 
Febiuary 179'', but iv.vieg to the ;hvn state 
of public credit, and the situation of the 
bank wi'.h rop ci to its fpccir, the directors 
thought it pru-hnt to rv^slrain their enortge^ 
men.s as ir-ncii as pn< iMo ; and as a piinci- 
p?l nivcJDs oi o dri')g, uiid frejn pi.it cause 
a-i far os rny rtcoiieciion scr\es, they 
Jft'imtd adiaiicbg the progressive p:i\nivius 
)f the h. an Irr tlie sc; vice of rhatjcrir.— 
W-rc any .‘.ubsequrju applicaiioi.s mode by 
die contnictiors in the ' .:.r,c >tMr, and of the 
s."';jc sort? 'Two ma'tc appl’.caiions were 
made, the first td tl.em in May 1796, 
vvhich w;i> tJtclincd by the har.k on the 
grounds 1 have abc..dy rr.c!uion«*d ; li t: next 
application uas for an uJvance (>n a loan of 
sewn miliio«,.s and an half, which had beta 
negotiaicd in April lor ilu: express 

purphicof lunding 7,5co,ccck clju’iy of ex- 
chequer bills, and p.nfly navy bids, held by 
the bank, and for tiic express purpose of, rc- 
I'Cving t!ie bank from i:.s advances fo govcrn- 
menr, which at ibit time pressed heavily 
upon it ; in c. nsiderarh.n of the nature of 
this loan, and the compararivc smallness of 
Its amount, the direcrors conwnted to ad- 
vance the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th payments, 
requiring the coutractots to pay the 7(h aud 
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la.t, winch became due pni the 26th of Oc- 
tober 1796. — Were the^^fficuliies of the j 
Rank then, and the necessity they fell them- j 
selves under to narrow their discounts, ow- < 
ing, in a great or any degree, to the ad- ! 
vjnccs made tn govemmenr, ani thc’failure 
on the part of government to repay those ad- 
vances the periods stipulated i It was the 
prevailing opinion among the directors, that 
the cause mrnrioned was a principal occasi m 
of their difficulties, to which however must 
be added, a general alarm that prevailed in 
the country, from na apprehension of the at- 
tacks of the enemy.-— Was the step taken by 
the bank to narrow their discounts, with a 
view in an V degree to check general sp.*eula. 
lions, or ti.e speculations of any particular 
house ? I believe it was taken sjlely with 
the v’cw to contract their own engagements; 
a h' use, supposed t • be. involved in hazard, 
ous speculation, never enjoys the same credit 
at the bank as -hose who conduct their hiisi. 
ness in a regular way ; but this circumstance 
would only restrain the advances of the bank 
to that particular house. — Did the house of 
Boyd enjoy as much of the confidence of the 
bankat the tiinetheapplicationsiorthe advances 
upon hians con racted for by them were made 
and refused, as any other houre, and w'crc 
they treated respecting their discounis with 
' . the same favour as any other house of the 
highest credit in T.ondon ? Except their en- 
gagements with the public, Messrs. Boyd and 
CO. had no engagements that were known to 
the bank to be of a nature or extent that 
precluded them from receiving the same ac- 
. coinmodation as other houses of the first 
credir.-^Did they in point of fact receive 
such accommodation ? Except the advances 
on the loan, they received all, r;r nearly all 
the accommodation they asked for, to the 
best of my remembrance. — How long did 
that confidence in the house of Boyd, on the 
part of the Bank, and the accommodation 
consequent upon it, continue f Until a few 
months before their failure, at which lirr^ 1 
was SO convinced of their ultimate insolvency, 
that 1 thought it my duty to apprise the 
chancellor of the exchequer ; and at the ne- 
gotiation of a public loan, which 1 Mieve 
succeeded next to chat of 1796^ the chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, in my presence, icifusHl 
to admit Mr. Boyd and others concerned with 
him as bidders, whiclr they had offered to 
become.— Could you, by reference to any 
documentA^give the date of such bidding. 1 
believe 1 jd^id.— Was Mr. Boyd present ? He 
was not;- but two gentlemen offered a bid- 
ding themselves and him, and Mr. Boyd 
Mni. .;pHnced circular letters, intimating, that 


such biddmg was to be considered as a con- 
tinuarion of his lists for the loan ; orTe of 
which letters I saw, — Do you recollect the 
date of your communicati m to Mr. Pitr, of 
the opinion you had fonned of the uliimate 
insolvency of B )yd‘s house ? It was not long 
lH:(ore their actual failure. — From the know- 
ledge you had then obtained of the situ »rion 
of the affairs of^ that hDusc, do you sopi>osc 
rhetr ultimate insolvency could have been 
presumed from an inspection of their affiiirs, 
and the knowledge of all their engagements, 
so early as the beginning of the year 1796 ? 
1 had no apprehension ot their insolvency in 
1796, and drew the conclusion I mentioned 
in a former answer fiom the wants of his 
house, expressed to me by Mr. Bnyd, and 
the very inadequate securities he then had to 
offer; I never saw a statemi’or of his affdrs 
till s une lime subsequent to his la hire, and 
then only an abstract, which not enable 
me to give an opmion on the hist qufstion.— 
Were the securities of the East India com- 
pany negodable in the months of Aiioust, 
Sept, and Oct. 1796? The bank discount 
only bills that are payable within two months 
from the time at which they arc off red ; if 
the India bills in the possession of Messrs. 
Bo)d and co. had a lar^je time to run, 1 con- 
ceive there migl't be diflicnliy of getting ad- 
vances on them at that period.— Did you ap- 
prehend houses of the lirct credit could not 
by any means have conwrred them into cash ? 
1 think houses, who had not belorc b,.e:i un- 
der the necessity of raising large supplies, 
might have got such accommodation. — Do 
East India bills, of the nature of those held 
by JMcssrs. Boyd, as far as the committee 
have had any description of them, hear in- 
terest I The bills dra'.vn bv the pnsidcncies 
of India are frequently n-ade payable at two 
periods, at the option of titC court of direc- 
tors; if discharged at the first period men- 
tioned in the bill, no interest is received ; 
but if the later jjcriod of payment is chosen 
•by the directors, the bills bear ir.tcrtst for 
the lime the payment is so j^rotracted. — Can 
information be obtained from any document 
in the hands of the bank,* of the drafts 
drawn by the payn-jastcr of the njy/y pay of- 
fice during the months of August, Sepr. and 
Oct. 1796? From the bank books, an ac- 
count may be given ot all payments made by 
them, but the drafts, which are the vouchers 
of such payments, have always been returned 
to the navy pay office, when the account has 
been liquidated.— Had you any reason to 
dtmbt the solvency of Messrs. Boyd's house 
between August and Nov. 1796, when the 
advance of 40,000], appcais to have been 
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made to him by the rrea«>iirer of il't oavy ? I 
had«no other cauju; of doubt trxeept t' e ex- 
tent of their eiig‘igemt nf.s — Did s-uch doulvs 
prevent them frojn n reiving the usual ac- 
commodation at rl].* hai.k, giv<*n to other 
houses? It r<.i'a;i)!y did not. — Cnuid il.e 
rep:«yinciu oi ihe *^3111 advajice of 40.000^ to 
the public, und»r the circumstance attcmlinj? 
the same, as stated in evidence to the com- 
xnittee, have be. n 'ifFccted b\ the solver.C) or 
insolvency of Messrs Bo}d and 00? If the 
securities were of the same nature de.scrihed rx 
elusively, T think not. — Will you state what 
you recollect to have been the discount upon 
the Joan in the latter part of the year 1796? 

I had the curiosity to advert yesterday to 
Castine’s stock paper, which is the bcstau« 
rhoriiy on those subjects, and fiod, that on 
the fir^r Joan lor the srrvice of 1796, there is 
marked “ no price," and in other place's, 
“ notliing done;" the second loan of 7 mil- 
lion.^ and an half, is quoted there to be at a 
discount at from 8 to 9 per cent. — Supposing 
the contracJs for the two loans, then im pro- 
gress of payment, had been dissolved, must 
not the advance of price to be paid by the 
pubiic fer new loan have at least brn 
cqi'al to t '0 discount on the loan then exist- 
ing ? 1 1 ink ilu re would have been great 

loss and great difficult) in negociaiing a fresh 
loan lor the. supplies of that >ear; hut it 
must be a matter of doubt w'hethcr it would 
huir an exact proportion to the discount on 
the ex i ting loan, in the hands of necc;-sitous 
people, who, from their situation, miwt pre^s 
the sale in an undue degree ; I have no hesi- 
tation, however, to express my opinion, the 
cancelling a contract for a loan at that period 
of i!jc yrar would have been as calamitous 
as it would have been unprecedented. — Had 
the failure of that loan then acmally taken 
place, would Mich failure have tended mate- 
rially to aggravate the difficuhic.s yon have 
sta ed at that time to exist in the money 
markot of the country ? I think it vtould 
have shaken public credit, and have m^te- 
rijUy afR*.cfed the money marker,— -In point 
of fact, do the public receive any interest on 
the money k^icd fiora t!ie exchequer to the 
bank for public services, in the interval be- 
twirn the time it is so issued, and the time 
when it is drawn out of the bank for such 
services ? The bank is only a depoiitory for 
such Cash as is brought there, which may be 
tak«n a.vay tit plca^iure, and therefore never 
allows inrere.sr. — Were the extent ot the en- 
gagements of the house of Boyd, in 1796, 
sufficient to cause any douhe in your jnind 
of their uMin.ttc solvency ? I had less doubt 
of their ultimate solvency than I should have 
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nf many others under similar circumstaners, 
from the known, f^ent of the fortun^t ot cr.o 
of il;e partners; " ljuf no house, wl.OiC cu- 
yagemeiKh emliraced >0 hrac a sphere ns dnit 
of Boul and co. can, in m> mind, bo per- 
fec'.ly^secnie. — Did )0U at any lime, state 
ai y d< ubis i>{ )uur own on that i.ead, of 
convene itf ail the pDvs;biliry of such an 
event as did acfii.nlly takepkitc, iian.dy, the 
failure of the hoose of Boyd, with thi‘bji'k 
directors, or any of them, in the \ ear 179b? 
'^riic comparative security of different c.»ni- 
mercial houses, are always a .subject of con- 
versation at the bank ; but I dt) not remem- 
ber any particular allusion to the house of 
lio>d and CO. at that rime under considera- 
tion.— Do you know what causes immedi- 
ately led to the failure of that louse? I 
know only from report, that a large sum, 
alledged to be their property, was n tairted 
at Paris 5 that Mr. Benlicld wa.'^ disappoiMed 
of large remittances from India ; besides 
which, it has been said, that thty had un- 
successful speculations in the public funds. 
— Was the loan which was contracicd for in 
April 1796, also contracted for conjointly 
by Bojd and co. Messrs. Kobarth and 

Curtis ana Mr, (Toldsmid ? Jc was. — VVhen 
a hraii ha.s been contracictl for conjoiurly by 
different houses, are they not all couj'uiuly 
boiind,^ by the contract enteicd imt>, fo^ 
make the several payments on the Joan ? The 
engagement entered into, and signed, at the 
time of the contract, is merely to imke the 
deposit, for which I understand the parties 
to be conjf>intl\ engaged ; bur after the ap- 
propriation of different parts of the loan to 
the re pccrive subscribers, 1 •con.sidt r each 
party to be engaged only ffm the sum set 
agaimt his name ; and, in proof of m> opi- 
nion, there have lict n instances'^ i/f .'•uO'icri- 
bers* f'rfeiting ihe early paymcnt.s which ihcy 
have mrvdc, inconsequence of ihcir neglect 
to make those which ncre to full w ^ and. I 
believe, in the I.ist ses.'iion of parliamci i, an 
act parsed to relieve a sub.s<ribrr ho was 
underThesc circumstance.*!. — Ihe fnlii-e of 
any of tiie contractors f r that loan, in niak- 
ing gof d any of the f)ayir.cn s <>u hi.s part of 
the loan, W'ould aiot then haie Bin tiended 
by setting aside the cuntruct lor ilu whole 
loan, but would have been attenard by the 
forfeiture onlx of the several pj)nienrsc;f the 
parts of the subscription held by sut li con- 
tractors? 1 conceive it would havc,bevn a 
fbrfetnire only of the part held by Messrs, 
Boyd and co. thrmseJves a- principals and 
as agents for others; in which capacity I 
doubt rot they acred; it is not to be pre- 
sumed that they would have forfeited cho 

f 2 
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s^vcfi or eight payment^ which must have 
been mai!o on the loan antecedent to the } 5 e- 
fiods spoktrn of, wliich nuisc have been to 
the amount of' 70 or So per cent, conse- 
quently the amount of loan held by them, as 
principals and agents, would have Ijcen 
brought to market, and sold at any price, to 
6uch persons as could make the payment in 
which Boyd and co. had failed. — Do you 
know how much of the loan was then actttally 
held hy the house of Boyd and Bcnficld, at 
the time the advance of 40,000!. was made ? 

I conceive no person hut themselves can »n- 
awf r that question ; but the sum of 40,000!. 
would prohiibly be ctjual to the payment on 
400,0001. it is^ however probable, from the 
extent ofi iheir transaction*, that they held 
n pr:nt**r Mim.—- What would have been the 
pri'ljtiljle CiTcct in the ir.oney market at that 1 
period, if Messrs. Boyd had l>cen obliged to 
iicll thtir scrip at any price, for the purpose 
of m iking good their ^h uc of the instal- 
jrents till n due ? 1 it svould have been 
very injurious to public credit. — Musr it not 
have nfl'vcrcd the rfher subscribers to the Joan 
in making good their p. yments, by i.icreas- 
ing the rheu discount at which the loan 
stood ? It Would have ^‘ifnned their ability 
to ni?ke such pjymcnts in the degree to 
will! h it prciented their st lling their sciip. — 
In pcint of l.icr, might not considewb’e dil- 
ficuiiv hate been fciir.d in turning any large 
amonnf cf scrip into inrncy in the tiun state 
of the marUt, except at a price extremely 
€*eprecl:ue<l, even with ricuure to the pre* 
virus txi.vfing d^couni ? I chink it probable 
the discount would have been increas* d by 
the .sale of Vny Mich quanrity of scrip as that 
held by Bo\d and co. and much more so, if 
it had l)e<n suspected they vscrc under the 
ncctsMt)' of making* such 'ale, — Had it l>ccn 
suspect* d tl’ai Messrs. Boyd were obliged to 
go into the marker to make such sale on 
terms so dirad vantageou*, might it not have 
had a ri udenry to luitig othtr demands upon 
their lumse of a n::turc to prodi ce ih ir' 
failiiic at iha: monunt? It probably mighr.^ 
—State the tfFect which )ou conceive the 
failure of the house of Messis. B( yd, regard 
being had to the extent of their money trans- 
actions, w'ould probaHy h.ivc had in the ge- 
neral state of public credit at that momeiU? 
*} h‘c failure cf any house cf great commer- 
cial transfictiens would have been a public 
calamity at that peii(;d ; but iho transactions 
of Messrst,^ Bov d and co. being mostly out of 
the kifi^de/m, except in as much as they were 
contr.'iciors for the loan, and agiPtns to the 
cmptTcror cf Germany for the advances 
made to him by this country, would not have 


had more effect, if so much, as the failure’of 
other houses of equal engagements. — Might 
not the failure of the house of Messrr. Boyd 
have involved other houses of importance in 
this country, and some who were also sub- 
scribers to the loan ? — I'hey would h.ivc dis- 
tressed such houses as had made advances, 
or, in the way of business, happened to be 
holders of their acceptances ; but 1 meant in 
a former answer to imply, that the manufac- 
turers of this country, and the importers of 
East and West India produce, had not any 
great concerns with them. 

9 he further examinatioti ef Samuel Thornton ^ 
ejy, taken the \(>th of May 1805. 

Do you know the date of the bankruptcy 
of the house of Boyd and Benficld ? I have 
in iry fc.and an extract from the Gazette, 
by which it appears, that Walter Boyd, PhuI 
Benficld, and Janits Drummond, were bank- 
rupts the zjih of March 1800; their certifi- 

ca'e was dated 20fh of September 1800 

Do \OH recollect tl e date of the conversation 
you held with Mr. Piti, whejein you in- 
formed him you were persuaded that house 
would prove ulrimardy insolvent, when, in 
consequence of that cor.vtTsaiion, l.e relumed 
a bid^iing for the loan from parties with 
whom that houFC were avowedly jc^ined in 
MJc!' bidding ? By a reference to some dn- 
cuments since my last exaioinatum, 1 am en- 
.'iblcd to ascertain, that it wms subsequent to 
the month of July 1798; and I have reason 
to believe, that the o{nt!cn;tn who tendcicd 
a bidding on their b.half, and were refused 
to be admitted as bidrh rs, did it for the loan 
in the jear 171)9. — Were Boyd and cn. con- 
rfaemrs for any, or all the loans made be- 
tween the loan of 7.ijco,coI. raistdin spring 
1796, and the loan to which you have last 
alluded ? Conjointly with other sets of gen- 
tlemen, I Inlievc they were. — Was the loan 
contiacied lor in April 1798 of 17,000,000). 
taken by Messrs, Boyd, and did they fulfil 
their contracts for that loan ? 'I'he contract 
for the loans of 1798 were, to the best of my 
'knowledge, punciudlly fulfilled ; and 1 be- 
lieve Bo)d a.nd co. to have been part icvS to 
tpeh contracf. — ^Was the loan of April 1798 
a lean by open competition ? To the best 
of my remembrance 'it was. — You have 
stated, that the parties connected with Messrs. 
Bo)d were refused permission to become bid- 
ders for the loan contrite ted for in June 1799a 
of 15,^00,000!.; can you recollect how 
long previous to that bidding you mentioned 
to the chancellor of the exchequer your su»- 
^ciens of the insolvency of Boyd's house I 
The situation of Messrs. Boyd and co. was 
.made Icnown to me in July 1798, in conaci 

f # 



IxxHi] * PAPERS, lO/A ! 

qocnce of an application to die bank for cx- as bidden for the Joan ? I think no mcrcan,* 
traofdinary assistance, and some gentlemen tile house would have given them clitdit to 
having been appointed to look into ihcir af- any extei^r. ^ 

fairs, as the assistance required was granted ^bi Junher fxamination c/ Samu€i Thormtt, 
to them, some time most have intervened fff.tahn ijtb Mtry '* 

before I. could have formed an opinion whe- Had ioo,ccoI« scrip been brought into 
thcr it would have been available or not: as the market in the month of September 1796# 
soon as 1 was convinced that the assistance would soch an addition to the scrip then upon 
could not extricate ihem from their difficub sale have produced any, and what effect ?— 
cultics, I mentioned the circumstance ip a I think it would have increased the discounr* 


conversation to the chancellor of the exche- 
quer ; and on the bidding for the loan m 
1 799, when TWO houi-es, one of whom was 
that of Mr, Strange, the son-in-law of Mr, 
Dundas, offered a bidding, I thought it my 
duty, when appealed to by the chancellor of 
the exchequer for niy opinion, to say that I 
thought the addition of that house, though 
then in credit, and the other house conjoined 
with them, did not give sufficient solidity to 
the list ; and the deputy governor of the bank 
at that time agreeing in opinion with roe, 
the parties were called into the room, and 
told by the chancellor of the exchequer fhe)r 
could not be admitted as bidders. — What 
was the interval, as near as you can recollect, 
between J uly 1798# when the application was | 
made to the bank by Mes5rs, Boyd for ex- 
traordinary aid, and that when you, upon 
enquire, was of opinion, that the assistance 
required could not tmtricare that house from 
its dilHculcieb? I (hfok not less than four 
months ; it might be rPore, — Had that period 
expired of four months, or more, before you 
expressed your suspicions, as above stated, to 
the chancellor of the exchequer? I wish it to be 
undersrood, that this ^ communication was 
not official, and as such I have no memoran- 
dum oi it ; but 1 think that time must Itave 
expired, or more, — Did the hank, in point 
of fact, give any aid to the house of Messrs, 1 
Boyd during that period ? They did give 
aid to an extent, and upon srcuriiies, by 
which I mean the personal security of olhccS| 
who became responsible for them, much be- 
yond its usual way of business. — What was 
the general conduct of tire bank towards tbe 
house of Messrs. Boyd subsequent to that pe- 
riod, the expiration of the tour months, or 
more, from July 1798? The bank's acco- 
modation was granted to Messrs. Boyd and 
CO. for two months nt a time, and how often 
it was renewed 1 cannot possibly say by me*, 
mory; but as the personal securities were in- 
disputable, it may have happened that the ac- 
commodation was continued even beyond the 
time 1 and others had apprehensioos it would 
not be effectual. — What degree of general 
credit did the house of Messrs. Boyci titand 
IHi in June 1799, when they wetei rejected 


which on the 5th of September I find to hai'C 
bfcn I y and a half per cent ; and the price 
of exchequer bills bearing 5 per cent. intcN 
cst, to have been at 9 and a half per cent*, 
discount : on these, or at about these terms, 
I Fuppose ioo,oooK might have beci\ sold. 
7 bt txamhtaikn tf Cj-oads Barclat, 
ejy, taktn the lOtb of May i6o^\ 

Do you know of any instance, between 
August 1796 and January 1798, of any vic- 
tualling bill which had been regulaily ac- 
cepted, and presented for payment, not hav- 
ing been paid when so presented for want of 
effects? — The case happened to me ia an 
instance of my own.— Stare the case ? It 
was in a bill of iiocol. drawn from Marii- 
' nique by Mr. Desborough upon the victual- 
ling office, regularly accepted, and due the 
i8rh February 1797, and paid without in- 
terest on the I St of Marcli, eleven days after 
it was due. When it became due, wrs it pre- ^ 
sented for payment, and if presented, what 
answer ?•— I presented it myself the day it be- 
came due at the vicciuUing office, and 1 was 
told there were no t ffects, or to that purport, 
and that 1 must call again ; J was told at the 
victualling office by the people there, that 
there were a great many bills #in a similar 
siiuation; cannot say who the individuals 
were that gave the answer. Do you know 
of any navy bills due, not having been paid 
when presented for payment within the pe- 
riod alluded to ?— -I cannot speak from my 
owm knowledge, I have not ihc least doubt 
of the fact. Did yon call between ibe i8ih 
of February and the jsc cf March ?-— I tent 
one of my clerks two or three and re- 
ceived the same answer, . till the 1st of 
March. 

The examination of Abrakam Goi^dsmid, 
taken the loth of May 1 805. 

Were you one of the contractors for the 
loan which was made in November ? 

1 think 1 was ; I am almost sure I was \ but 
I cannot speak pcsiiiv^ly,— Can you recoU 
lecc the number of insral men rs, and the pe- 
riods at. which the instalments were to be 
paid ? Most assuredly not.— Do yc .i recol- 
lect what was the state of the money market 
in August i 796« ]t is impossible to (ccgl- 
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lA'ct exactly, but I think money was setircfjl the vicfir’llin^ boarik-— Do you conceive the 
all tint) ear, — hrom your recollection of iI»C| delay of assignments to have b* cn occasi- 
ocarcity of money at that |,'eriod, do you oned by the delay of funds being issued from 
conceive that navy bills, or the «cCv'j>^ancc:,* the exchequer ro th'* credit of the treasurer 
of iiast India co . ^muy to bills drawn; of the navy at the bank, or by an) cireum- 
«pon them from ihcir prisidencies abri'ad, stance in the mode of conducting the busi- 
ivere seruriti. s di; :* ciitiujlc, or on which ness in the irtasuicr of the iiavy^s rfTicc, after 
money rniv>ht have been obrair.od by |>k'dg- the funds huci bee n so issued to him. ''I lie 
ing such s curiri. s ? M- si assuredly no:; I delay is ccrr.iiuly lor v\ant of mi^ney being 
rnvs Jl ii/;lil ihem at a large discount ; tvilh at the bank in liie freasurtr’s name for that 
djiiicc.by yv)i} emdd n-'t g.:t more than i.cool. or any purpose. — Who is the head cleik of 
or 2, cool , blit nothing large coidd be de- the pay branch in the navy pay i ffice ? John 
i'/^irded on ; it was only chance, and not to SwafEeld, deputy to the paymaster. — By 
be relicvl on in any large sum. whom are the assignments madc.^ Of these 

€xa»ii».afm r/GtoKCE SwAFFiBLD, bills that I pay, the a signmtnts are made by 
e/y. tuhen the lofh of May i8oj. ihfcft or more commissioners of victualling. 

Wl.at are you ? C.tsliier of the victual^ — Has the tr^^asurer of the navy any thing 
ling in liie n;ivv pay ofllce.— Do you know to do with the making of ihe assignment ? 
-any ihing of any bill accepted by tlie com- No.-^Does not the treasurer id ravy 
rnissiniers of the victuaHing idHce, and pie- order the is-ue of the money when ihcasiign- 
/jrittd for pa) mi nt when due, not h.'ving mcnis are made ? Whenever tlio conunis* 
been paid ai the (jIIIcc w'h«-n so prcseiucd, be- sioners of victuailing asvsign oil is lor payment, 
tvvcciJ Aiigi’Sf 1796 and J»‘nii?!ry 1798? I they irnd a list 0/ those bilk by way of ad- 
. do ni’.t recelleci any sikI; cireumstance, il vice, and that list is generally '•ent to me, 
the bill ws? ci-it'pli'tc. — What is the iiicaninji mi which I apply for raMiey to pay if. — 19 
of the bill iH’i'ig ** complete That the such list sent previous to the asM^nmciit n,;- 
bdl ir.jght, be acv' pred by the board, bur not I ing made ? I cannot say positively, but my 
as'dgn *(!. by .lum for vvaiv ot money, ^Whar ins lut th iin arc not to pjy those bills without 
i: the ireaniiu; of not ns'.’gi-'d fer want of fiist I ha ing tiv list, — Is thi: list submiued to 
nirnt\ r'" ”1 i c monev O-’t jia*. ing been is any ho y b fore it comes to you ? Very 

tuecl ft'>m ihtf cxcl eqner to the treasurer of rare!) .—Is ic ever, or it ever been ? Not 
me navy for ihc pavn^nr of ir.— On what that J can recollect ; those lists arc generally 
b^ad of account at the bank w'ould tl i assign- sent to me open by one of their messengers, 
icenr of .1 bill upon ihc victuaiJing olficc be and ficquenrly by one of their clerks. — Do 
pnaiic ? On (lie head of victualling. — Is you ever recollect n jiice having been sent to 
shat class or htad of piavment distinct from the vicuialling olTioe not to make assignments 
the bill and payment oflice ? It is so dibiir.ct, of any list, or any bill or bills included in any 
ibat 1 bave^uLver any cash at the bank but list, t'r any victualling bill or bills of anyde- 
under tVai b.tnd of vlctuallirg, — Did it fre- scription, till furtlici order or communicafi- 
ijucpily hfipj.'cn that bills accepted were not cn? Iccrtainly never knew an instance of that 
■aiiigncd for want of mcriey ? J ha’ c known kind, and 1 have been three or four and 
jm-'U'y iuitanccs of if. — Did such instances thirty years in my present siiuaiion ; I have 
occur ftcqutnily l;eiwteii the month of An- be^n sixty yeais in all. — How' arc the victu- 
yiirt 1796 and Ja.nur.iy 179S? Moat pro- allirg office informed of the br^lance of cash 
bahly tlivy did; I lannot pretend to say,^ in the treat urerk hands, applicable to their 
wifliout n:y ^'01 ksofaocLunrs, — By refer e cc cteparto'.enr, so as to enable ihi-m to judge 
• ■ to ilicsc bc.rksf.’f nccouiKs, can vou discover whcilur to a‘sign, or not, hills that may be 

what number of hills due, and presented, ,due? As it is received -by the exchequer, it 
Were n.>r p.iid within the periods alluded to, is or ought to be immediately certified to 
bccau5^e ti.ey had not been a^^igncd for want that board by the paymaster.— Do*yoii know 
of money ? No, I cannot mvsJf, bur I whether such certificates have, in point of 
could learn it from the victadling board, •»— fact, always been regularly made? I'hey 
Do'you apprehtnd it can l>e ascert<ined by have not been iinmediaiely made, because 
icference 40 documeiUs in the vicru^Uieg of- the money has been issued from the exchc- 
iice ? Ccrralidy,— Wculd the assignment of quci in exchA*quer bills; which bills inu.stgo 
accepted l^il ^ have been delays d, if a balance to market before the tretisurcr i.s in possesssi<;ii 
under, head of issue appeared in the of the money. — as the treasurer of the navy 
. bool;jW'i he comrrd.sioneis of victualling authority to issue orders to the victual- 

be M (bat tin;e in die hands of the treasurer lioglioard ? I believe nor. — Has the trea- 
c|il6 navy? 1 believe (hat bebngs to surer of the navy any dlscrccioo as to what 
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bills shall be assigned, oj not, on him? 
Certainly not ; the money is entirely in the 
disposition of the commissioners of victu a- 
ling. — Has he any other duties than to pay 
the bills assigned on him, as far as the ba- 
lance standing in (he bank, under the h**ad 
of ** viciualiing," enahks hiin to do? No; 
except accounting for the money every fort- 
night. 

The further examinatton ef Gei>rge Snfjnffi, IJ^ 
es<j, taken the ZOtb May, 1805;. 

[Mr. 8. vaffirdd delivered in an account of 
money, -ic. received and paid by the trea- 
surer of the navy, on the head of^*‘ victu- 
alling;** — from the I St to the i4ih April 
1B05.] 

The examination tf/*THOMAS Rip row, et^, 
taken tU lOth May 180;. 

What are von ? One of the cashiers of 
the bank. — What have you brought, in obe- 
dience to the order of the committee ? An 
extract from the books from the bank of 
P^ii^land, of all drafrs paid to the onler of 
Alvjxander 1 'rotter, esquire, as paymaster o( 
the navy pay office, dated ;in the months of 
August, September, and October 
[Extract read.] — How many years was you 
clerk in the drawing office at the bank, where 
all drafrs passed by the navy pay office were 
pai i ? From the year 17S2 to i8oj.-^Do 
you bdieve that any drafts from tile pay- 
master were, during that time, ever p'hkl by 
the bank, wlthont such draks having ex- 
pressed u service on w'hiclnhey were drawn ; 
and more particularly since the year 1786, 
when a regulation w as made by law cn 
that subject? I am cle.uly of opinion l 1 ia» 
there never were any, and parckularly since 
the act passed. — If there had, would you 
have known it? They did not all pass 
through my hnuds ; such a thing may have 
happened, as it was in 7 possib!e that an ac- 
count of (hat magnitude could have been con- 
dneted frvefrorn error; but they were never 
30 passed, except in error. — Do you know, 
or have you heard from other clerks in the 
hank, of any instance in which such drafts 
were passed without" specifying the service ? 
1 never recollect an instance myself, nor do 
1 ever remember to have heard any report of 
such a thing happening from any other clerk. 
^Is it usual in the bank of. England to de- 
stroy books and other vouchers when they 
become useles-, and no l.jngcr necessary to 
be kept? During my service in the bank, ( 
recollect two instances which have occurred, 
when books and useic.ss papers, or such a? 
may have been thought so, have either b^n 
sold as waste paper or burnt, to save (hem 
from the public eye.— Do you know the 


latest date of any pipers so destroyed ^ 
B'>.>k8 bvl )ns>irtg to some of the departmenti 
hive been de^ ri'yed on to the hvit seven 
years, or to the year 179S; others belong-? 
ing to other departments or offices have bevu 
prc'.erved from the earliest period of this 
bank and such books and papers only have 
been destroyed to a late period, as were 
thought of lif'le or no imporfance; the mo- 
tive for their Ining destroyed is for want of 
room. — What i.< the nature of tlic bock.s de- 
stroyed ? Balance books, watte ledgers, 
!K>ok8 which relate to bills disconnred by the 
bank, and a great variety of others which I 
cannot enumerate, — Is it not (lie duty of the 
bank immediately to njiify to the scvcivsl 
boards, viz. navy hoard, viciurdiing board, 
tranEport board, .isid .‘■ick aad Inirt, the pre- 
cis amount of all monies received from the 
exchequer, for the bcrvice o' their respective 
dcparrrneius, and placed in the books of the 
bank to the cr;.dii of il.e treasurer of the 
navy, subject to their a5.s»gnft;ents ? I 
never heard that it was uvuai lor the bank 
to make any report of sums placed (o 
any account, in any other way than by in- 
jertirg irt the bank bo'dc or books In long- 
i^g ro such accounts, the surns paul to ihu 
credit of those acc'juu's Invtn time to timr*. 
— I low many hc-eids of acu'unr uvr* jaised 
at the hank, to the credit of 'he tn-a'^ure.r of 
the navy, durin{» ihe ia*! trca'urcrsldp of lord 
Melville?, 'i’he ri.»hf honour.ille Ilvniy 
Dundasact of p/rllamcit nvw account, ‘which 
commenced the /jih of Januir^* lySf), be- 
sides which, tlurc was a }ul> account, Dun- 
das and Swafncld, for tl.c vjcui dung branch ; 
that is all 1 recoliccr. — Was ihein 'i.ey issued 
doling lliat (rcj'uroiFi.ip ff.*!n tl:c cxchcquir, 
paid- all into rlie act (jf parliarncni new ac- 
count, or any part of it to ihe credit of 
Duiidas and Svv-afficU, or otiicrs ? Mmp y 
issucvi bv' thic treasury to tl e frea'-ur r efthe 
iiavy did pass to the account o' i'’f. rrvasurcr 
of the navy, and was filtc; ward.s u^;x)' '*d of 
by drafts in favour of the uif’v-r hrac.clics of 
service, and not in the fust in',Mi:ce (o the 
account of Dnnehs and Sw.i.Tn ld, or orhcr'i, 
aSjfaf as 1 know. — Were rht re 'n point oi 
fact, any accounis rais d at the ban '< durinc^ 
chat (reasurership, dis'ingniih rd by the riiK: 
of navy branch, pay hraiiVh, u'crualHnx, 
transport, sick and hiiit, into which pacii^ 
cular issues of money were paid, dcstincil to 
those particular services, and out of v. hich 
jwrticuUrly all drafts, fepcci'ying such parti- 
cular services, we're particularly and dis« 

I tincly paid ? N ? accounts were ever ralbcd 
I at the bank under ihe.se ritks. during tliat 
treasurership.— Are any sugh accounts now 
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raised? None at this time are distingutshed instrument ? No. — ^Do you know if that in- 
, by those (itles.^^How are the treasurer*# ac* atrument was ever referred to counsel ? , Not 
counts now distinguished? Theprwnttrea-' to my knowjedge.-^Js the clause to cancel 
surer’i account was opened in the name of and destroy* u^t|al in instrumenrs of that na- 
tht right honourable George Canning; there ture ? I do not know that it is. — Did you 
arc four sub*account 9 in the bank ; namely, ever see it inser;e<^ in instruments of tbat na- 
James^Slade, John Davies, George Swaf- ture before? 1 am not aware that 1 have.*-~ 

' iSeld, and John SwafHeld.*— Give the form Is this an instrument in the Scotch form? It 
by which money is passed from the account has the forms that are necessary in both coun- 
of the treasurer of the navy to the account of tries.— Does such a clause occur in Scotch 
thesub accomptanrs. No. 26. London instruments of release ? 1 do not think that 

«< Navy pay odice, August ad iSoj. To the it does ; I do not know that the clauses of 
*• cashiers of the bank of England. Write Scotch releases are of a fixed nature. — Have 
** off from my bank bopk, to the account of you been in the custom of seeing Scotch in- 
James SJade, esquire, the sum of eight struments of releases ? They occur from time 
** thousand pounds. For the right honour- to time, but not very frequently here. — In 
able George Tierney. ,W. A. Latham, any Scotch instrument of the same kind you 
** S,oool. o. o. per Cr. Ca. James Slade.*' have seen, did you ever sec such a clause ? 
The txaminaiUn of John SpoTTiswooq|t, I cannot yen ture to say whether 1 have or 
iaJif/t ike i Mb May 1805. have not.— Did you ever draw a Scotch in- 

* W^hcrc you in partnership with your late atruroent of release? Yes. — In such draft 
father ? Yes. — Do you recollect any thing did you ever insert such a clause ? Not chat 
relating to the instrument in your hand ? I I recollect; in general releases of accoiinrs 
recollect the preparation of it, aod being betwixt landlord and steward in Scotland, it 
witness to Mr, 'rrotrer’s signature.— Were is the usual practice for the steward to deJiv- * 
you concerned for lord Melville, as well as er up the vouchers when the releases are 
Mr. Trotter, In frammg that instrument ? signtM. — Is it usual to deliver up the account 
The instrument was prepared by the desire }>ook$ also ? 1 believe not. 
of Ml. Trotter, and I conceive the expence ^he examination of the tight hon* lord Hax- 
of it was paid one>half by each party, but 1 i taken the j\th of May iSc;. 

« do not think there was any couimunicaclon When did your lordship become treasurer 
between lard M..*lville and us on this subject, of the. navy ? In June or July 1800, — On 
—Were you in tlic habit of doing business cominginto office, or at any time ai ter, did 
for lord Melville ? Yes.— Wfio gave the you discover that irregularities in the pay- 
inacruciious\for the instrument? Mr^ Trot- mentof public money had taken place in that 
icr.— Who seiiled it ? It was given into Mr. office, and were then, practised ? As this of- 
Trotter's hands, as far as I recollect. — Was fic^j was regulated by a vaiicry of acts of par- 
any counsel applied to ? None, I believe.— liameut which had been brought in by my 
I# the clause to cancel and destroy vouchers immediate predecessor, and, as I had been 
a usual clause in instruments of this nature j? myself a member of the^ committee of the 
1 do not recollect any such clause in apy re* house of commons, appointed in 1797 
. lease which I have seen, but I have had very make enquiries respecting various public of. 
liiile opportunity of seeipg releases of this fiecs, which coii mit tee bad not discovered or 
nature. — Do you recollect any particular in- reported any irregul.irity in the conduct of 
ftructions relative 10 that clause? No.—., that particular office, I had no reason what- 
Do you know a? whose suggestion it was ever to suppose that any irregularities existed ; 
icrted ? No. — Were yOu present alwayswbcn at a subsequent f)erit;d, but at what period I 
instructions were given relative to this in^tru. am at present unable to recollect, the parti- 
mcBt ? I do nut recollect, but I rather be- cular practice to which I imagine the ques- 
Jieve not. ^ion alludes was brought to my notice. — In 

l[‘he examination of David Rob brtson, I what manner was your notice calleS to that 
e/y. taken luh May 180C. practice ? I leally cannot, at this distance of 

Were you in partnership with the late Mr. time, state with any accuracy. — Will )ou be 
Spouiswoodc? I was.— Hojy piany years sq-good as to siatcdiepiacticc ? The practice, 
have you tuen in business ? Seventeen years as I undcrst{X)d it, was this : instead of drawing 
his clerk f^^nd partner about two years be- money out of the bank for each individual pay. 

' fore he died.— Do you know any thing of the .rnenr, or drawing it iniq the hands of the ca- 
invtfument in your hand ? 1 have some re- shafts to ht placed.in the ironchcst,orto be sent 
colicctioft of it. — Do you recollect instrucH- to the tleiks ol the our- pons, to be paid aher- 
• ons being given for the preparation of char wards to such persons as had demands for na. 
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nav^l service, sums of money were drawn by purposes of private emolument ? I was un- 
the paymaster from the bank to the house of doubtedly aware that the habitu:il passage of 
Messrs, CouttS, day by day, or more fre« considerable soms through the of h pri< . 
quendy, as they were Itkelv to be Wanted rate banker, for however short a time, each , ' 
and were distributed frem the house of particular sum might remain upon his books, 
Messrs. Courts bjr the orders of Mr. Trotter, must be some advantage to the general con- 
either to the different cashiers, or to the dif- cerns of the house* but i had no reason what* 
frrent individuals to whom money was due.— ever to suspect, nor did 1 in fact suspect that 
Did you understand the practice to have pre* any sums of money, after being drawn by 
^vailed long ? Whcn^I first expressed some Mr. Trotter from the bank, for naval servi- 
* doubts concerning it, 1 was informed that ces, and placed in ihe hands of Messrs* 
the practice had began in 17 86; as 1 had Coutts, were subsequently drawn from that 
learnt that the act of 1785 had not been ear- house for an^ purposes whatsoever, except 
ried fully into execution till the beginning of the naval services for which they were origi* 
the subsequent year, I imagined tltat the nally drawn.— Did you ever communicate to 
practice above mentioned was in fact coeval the present chancellor of the cxcluquer the 
with the act itself, and 1 did not know rill I irregularity you had discovered ? It isdifll- 
was informed by the navtd commissioners, cult for me, at this distance of time, to re* 
that any period had existed, however short, collect every incidental conversation I may 
between the execution of that act and the have had with the chancellor of the exche* 
commencement of the praceice.-*-Had the qurr ; the only conversation which I rcccdiect 
practice continued, without interruption, having had with him on that subject, while 
from the period of January 1786 to the pe« Iwas in office, was, I believe, a short rime before 
riod of your discovery of it ? 1 know no- or after my visit to the bank, which wan subfc- 
thing to the contrary.— Did the practice ap- quent to Mr. Pitt's leaving office, and ihe 
pear to you irregular, and contrary to law ? object of Which is stated in my evidence be- 
As the practice of drawing money from the fore the commbsioiiers of naval enquiry ; the 
hank into the hands of the dtfierent cashiers, steps I did take will appear in tha' evidence, 
for the purpose of subsequent distribution, to which I beg leave to refer, — Do you re- 
had been stated by the commissioners of en- collect the terms, or the subsranceof ihecon- 
quiry in 1782 to be absolutely necessary, versaiion ihat passed between you and Mr, Pitt? 
which practice was perhaps hardly justiciable I only recollect very generally, that I mention- 
according to the strict letter of the act that edtohimthcnaturcotihcpracnccjwidutte rea- 
was passed pursuant to their suggettions, and sons which led me to believe it t6 be irregu- 
which practice, nevertheless, it was impossible lar, and that 1 stated my iii'cntion of ch.ing. 
to suppose that act was intended to prohibit, it ingit;and as far as I can rwincmber, Mr. 
didnotimmediacely appear to me that the prac- Pitt appeared to agree with mtf in npitbn, 
tice of drawing money out of the bank into that it was desirable it should he ch^'tnged. 1 
the hands of a private banker, if carried on had a subsequent convetsition with Mr. i lTr, 
bona fide for the same purposes of official con- when we were both out of efner, in .ho .'ll!* 
venience, and for those only, was necessarily tomiiofiBca; the only thing I 
illegal or unjustifiable; I felt it however to that the name of Mr. Ccerts '1 rotif^r orcur- 
bc a considerable objection to the practice, red in that conversation, and tin: J nr:r.li- 
that it was in fact a siibstitutirn by theau- oned to Mr. Pitt that I thought n ir'pnj- 
rhoriry of the treasurer of the navy, for haW- liable that either ihccirctimst.'tnce or rhe v. iv.il 
ev.T short a time, -of thesccurity of a private money passing in pan through the htiid ’ of 
banking-house, however respectable, in the the house of Coiirrs, to which I fbu* ] diat 
room of the security of the bank; or of the belongal, might have led to l.is introduc* 
clerks of hjs own office; and 1 was sensible Wfi into that hcucc.or thru the circumsunce 
that this practice, in common with that of of his being a partner in it might have led ro 
placing sums of money in the hands of the the selection of that house for chat pur^ OL'>^ ; 
cashiers, or of the clerks at the out- ports, or I meant this witb> reference to adva.it Tgc 
even in the iron chest of the office, was in derived to the general concerns of a b.w'kiiig 
sore*: degree liable to abuse, undoubtedly in bouse necessarily arising from rhe njtine of 
n greater degree than the practices last refer- ti)cir business, however cautiously conducted, 
red to. — Did you discover that abuse had and not from Itaving any reason to Ik be vc . 
arisen out of this practice? 1 did not.^ chat the naval money was used for thcl)enefic 
Were you ever informed, or had you ever of Mr. Alexander Trofter ; 1 had the Icis 
reason to believe that the public money had, reason to sus()ect it, as his salarv had bren 
in consequence of this practice, ton used 10 increased, I think in May, 1800 from jOoU 
VoL. V,— 
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a yen r to 8ooI. on account of its inadequacy the balance papers? To the paymaster.— ^ 
to the imporrance of his office. How long have you been in the situanon 

The cxof/iinaiion of ]oim SwA ffield, e/y. you now fill? From about July .1797.— 
taken the i^th May 1805. During the period you have held Mjch iirua- 

* What ar- you? I am deputy paymaster of tion, has it come 10 jour krovvledgc irwany 
the navy.— Have you the superintendance of way, that money, applicable to the pay 
the p.ty branch of tlie navy ? Yes. — Are you branch of the navy, h^s bim divined by any 
at ail times acquainted with the state of the person to any other purp .«e v.d:aiiv.'r? Not 
b-^lanci s in the b.ank. (»r in the hands of the to, my knowledge, — Have -iny ine^iilar ]'ay- 
payrr.is" r, apj ltcable to that particular ments been made by any pen-.m 10 the pay 
branch? 1 know monrhly the state of the branch, which might had \(iu to uppose 
bj’.nk balance.- Could any sum of money be that such circuw stance h<td i.'.ken phee? I 
djvrrtftl from the service of the pay branch, believe not* — CouJd such j>a)mcnrs have 
without such circumstance coming to your Ijccn made without your know i;.d^c? No.— 
knowledge? 1 do nor know of any thing Has any monev l>een received, ar an) time, 
further than that I receive occasionally from during your office, for the pay hwiiuh, ex- 
tlie paymaster the sums necessary for carrying cent from the bank? 1 do not rtr( li'ct :my, 
on the service of the pay branch. — Do you — Have)(>u at aiw time receivt d forn any 
officially, and at stated periods, check the ex body, any particular or extraordinary in* 
penditnre in that branch, with the monthly ^truj;:uous for framing yriir balance ^heet? 
returns of what are called the bank balances. No. — Who wa:. your prcdcccsior in office? 
applicable to tKaf ' branch ? I make out Mr, William lay lor. — Where does he live? 
monthly, w'hat we call a balance sheet, which Between Deal and Dover. — Have you the 
^hew5lhe receipts and paj meuts of the j'lay copies of the balance theet since you came 
branch, and the balances remaining ift each into office? 1 could make out a balance sheet 
person’s hands officially. — Did it ever occur for any month during that period, 
in the course of your experience, that what The further examination tf Jehn Sauaftdd^ 
Js called the bank balance, proved less than esq, takai the 2^d of Mnj^ 1805;. 

could l>e accounted for by the expenditure in Explain the entry from the paper in your 
the payb^nch? Not (0 my knowle<lgt‘,— hand, being an account of the receipts and 
Could suen a circumstance have taken place payments between the 1st and 31st of Janu- 
w irhout your knowledge, unless a false return ary 1798, in the treasurership of the right 
had bc<;n made by some person in some de- hon. Henry JEindass; viz. of “ transfer to 
parrinent? I had no knowledge actually of the victuallhig brai'ieh,” to rcpLce the like 
the bank balance, — Did you not receive, sum transferred from thence to “ w'agrs’* in 
and have you not before stated, that you did March 1797, of jf.8,995;, 13. 6.; does the 
receive official and periodical returns of the word •* wages*' in that emry mean pay 
state of such balance? I mean to say, that 1 branch? Yes it docs.— By whose order was 
call upon the paymaster to know what sums the original transfer from the pay branch to 
have iuen received from the exchequer for the victualling branch made? I do not 
the month for which we are making Op the know. 

accounts; then I state my receipts and pay^ The further examination of John SfwrjffiJd 
nietrs, and likewise the receipts and pay. esq. taken the z^th of May, 1805, 

nients ac the out-ports, by which I know What have you in your hand ? 1 he certi- 
what money has been issued from the hank iicatc book, from the ist to the 31st of 
for the pay branch j and, stating each March 1797, — [Book produced.] 

rate balance with the chief clerk all the A mes Drummond, 

ports, it appears what the bank bojance taken the i^th of May 1^0^. 

should be.— Are you acquainted abo officiS| Were you partner in the firm of Boyd' 
ally, ami prriudicallyj with the issues Irom^'and Benficld? I was, but not precisely on 
the exchequer to the bank? That U t?ken the same footing as the other partners; the 
into .our monthly certificate, — In point., df hoiise of Boyd and Bcnfield was established 
fact, then, the balance paper ought to exhibit in thg month of March 1793. I became 
an accurate account of money issued from concerned W'ith them on the 1st of January 
the exchequer to the bank on account of the 1794^ and was announced to the corre.cpon- 
^pay branch, of money issued from the bank dents of the bouse as a partner, but as between 
on the same account, and of the expenditure ooi^kes it was agreed, in consideration of 
of such money? Yes; it should. — Are the my share. of the profits being comparatively 
balance papers, or copies of them preserved ? small,sthat^ I should be exempted from any 
Ido hot know,-^To whom do you deliver participation of loss in the years in which n 
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loss might occilr, and also from any coniri 
b'jtfon towards the copital» I retired from the 
house on the 5 1 st of Dveomber 1 798. in con* 
sequence of previous norice given by m • to 
that efF’Ct cHrJy in that year. I nev**r sign- 
ed, or was roquira! ro .sign, th -ir coirract of 
partnership. — /)ii/ing t!ie’ time .hat you 
verc a pariner, did you rake any active part 
in ilie concerns of the house, hy personal at* 
teivJauce to the business carried on? I did, 
but chiefly iin 'or the direction of Mr, Boyd. — 
D«) >011 recollect the- circums anccs relative 
to the loan n.-gociated in November 1795, at 
what periods (he several instalments to b.' 
made on that loan weic ct?ntructed for to be 
pai 1 ? I r.'c )Ilect that a lean was made in the 
month ol December 1795, which included a 
sum of -'1,600,0001., lent to the emperor of 
Germany, for vvhofn ilic house of Boyd, 
Be!'.li:Id, and co. were agenisj the further 
sum for the service of this country, I believe, 

■ was i8,ooo,cool.; the periods of instal* 
mentb it is iip.pjpsible for me to state from 
memory, but they were publickly knawti.-— 
Was the house of Boyd and Bcnfield joint 
contractors for that Joan? They were. — Do 
you recollect any difficulty, from the snteof 
the moiv’y market at any period before the 
last in‘'talmcnt was made, of completing the 
payment of any iiisralment of that loan ? Ido 
not. — Doyou know of any application made to 
goternment for assistance, in order to enable 
the house of Boyd and BenfieM to complete 
any instalment upon that loan ? I do not. — 
Were you in tlic habit of c rnmunicitting 
with Mr. Boyd relative to the engagem' Uts 
of the house? Cert.ainly, relative to all the 
affairs of the house in goneraJ; but I cannot 
know whether Mr, Boyd communicated to 
me every thing mar passed between him and 
other persons. — Do you know of any sale of 
sciipr, or any endeavour ro sell script,, in the 
months of Augfi>t, September, and Octol)cr 
1 796, for the purpose of furnishing money to 
compiere any instahnent that might fall due 
upon iJie loan of December r795f within 
that period ? I cannot speak with certainty 
as to the pa/ricular period from memory, 
but the house being in the habit of hoidingj^ 
cons'dersfble sums of script, it is cxtrerticJy^ 
probable that they may have sold a parr of 
that script for the purpose of completing the 
payments on the remainder, — Do yon recol- 
lect any sale of navy bills, or bills accepted 
by the Ea.si India company from their presi- 
dencies abroad, or any atrempt to make such 
sale, in the months of August, beptember, 
and October 1796, for the purpose of com- 
pleting any instalment upon the loan of De- 
cember S795, which might beepme dap with- 
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in that period ? I do not recollect any uich 
s.ilc*s for that purpose, but it is impi)s.sib]e f >r 
'lie (o state fro.ik fnf*mory th« varum « and - 
large rramactions of that hogse j they will a!! 
h seen, I l ave no doubr, in the book-i and pa- 
pers of the house. — In whese hands are those 
l)0'»k'‘and papers? Tli':y arc in the custody 
of the person or pcrstins appointed by il.o 
crown, under a writ of extent against tho 
h)u.*.o: I believe they are at present in the 
strong room of the late house of .S* range and 
Co., bankers in New Bond-street, who were 
appointed receivers by the crown, with iho 
consent and concurfencc, I hclicve, of the 
assignech. — Do you recollect, in point of fat t, 

.any navy bills, or any bills accepted by the 
Eait India company, haviny betm sold by the 
house of Boyd and Bcnfivld about the period 
alluded to, in Autumn 1796 ? I have no partu 
cular recollection.— Do you recollect anv in-, 
stance, duringt he months of August, Septem- 
ber, and October 1796, of any navy bills, or 
hills accepted by the East India company, hav- 
ing bceO either discounted, or attempted to ba 
discounted without success, by (he house of 
Boyd and Benheld ? I have no recollection what- 
ever of any such circumstance. — Erorn your 
Tf ColIcction of the state of the money market 
during those months, and from your recollec- 
tion of the extensive concerns of the hniise of 
Boyd and Benlield, do you think that had 
any such attempt been made to discount navy 
bilb, or bills accepted by the East India c-)m- 
pany, in the h.ind» erf the house of Bdyd and 
Bv-iificld, that such di-sctiuiu codld have btxn 
obtained ? I presume that such disctmiu c uld 
have been obtained by the h .use ot Boyd and 
Benfield at that period, witli a^much facility 
as by any other house of business in the c»t/ 
of London ; b6t on recolhetion. 1 bcli' ve 
that it was early in the year 1796 that iho 
bank of England came to a resolution consi- 
derably to narrow their discuuni.s, notwith- 
standing any ideas they might ha- e r.’ter- 
raioed of the solidity of the paper ( if. rrd 
them, — Were thc’C, in the firm o! (he iiou'-e 
of Boyd and Bcniicld. any otlier pannert at 
that ijmcbtsidrs Mr. Boyd, Mr. B/nficId, 
ijM yoursrlP? No others,— Did y< u never 
thit Mr, M’Di^wall was a partner in the 
house? Undoubtedly norj tins is ihe fust 
time I have heard such an idea men lot c.l.— 

Did you never see ihe bond which was&rgncd 
by thediflFercnt partners in the bouse of U<}yvl 
and Beniield, giving security to .govern menc 
for the completion of the contract entered 
into by Mr. Boyd, for the rcnutiance of' 
eoioool. 10 the East Indies on account of 
government, to which bend Mr M'DowalEs 
name, and the namc^ ci two other getukm^nA 
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appear anrexed to that Bond, as partners in any loan had been made for the benefit 
I he of Boyd and Benfield? 1 do not of the house, and not regularly entered 

rcolkct having signed myself any such there? 1 should certainly have dccroed it 
bond jointly uith Mr. M'Dowall.<~-Who a deviation from the regular and established 
k(^pt ihe cash bock of Boyd and Benficld, or practice of all merchants*— -Do you recollect, 
ihi- account of cash, receipts, and payments? during the months of August, Seprember, or 
Mr. Henry Lihotron, a cicfk inthe house.— - October 1796, any entry of a loan for 
Under whose direction was t lie cash account 40 cool, from government from lord Mel- 
k;pt? Mr. Boyd's; Mr. Libotron daily ba- ville, then Mr. Dundars, from Mr. Long, or 
Loured Oit^ca h, and made his reports to Mr. Anonymous? I do not recollect any such cn- 
11)) d. — Could money he advanced ro the try, or any such loan, being received at 
hou^e, or raised from sources with which you the house ; but 1 have no doubt that if a sum 
were rot acquainted ? It might possibly, and of 40*000!. was received by the house, it 
having 11. • particular charge of the cash- book, must appear in the books of the house. — Did 
I <1 id r.oc frequuviy attend to that department Mr Boyd communicate with you fully and 
ot the house.— Wiis the making provision for freely on the concerns of the house, stating, 
the payment of the instalments on any parti- at all times, such difficulties as may rea- 
culai lni:i to govern rent more particularly sonahly be supposed must occur at times 
undtT Mr. Boyd'^ direction, or that of you? in the management of all extensive con- 
1 have already stated, that the cash affairs of cerng? Mr. Boyd was daily in the habit of 
the 1 ouse were more particufrriy under the communicating with me, or rather, 1 was in 
dircctif'ii ol Mr. Boyd.— Was Mr. Walter the habit of communicating with him con- 
.lioyd the youngvr in the parn;<>rvhio of Boyd cerning the affairs of the house; but whether 
and I’enfivKl ? He was not; I have heard h:in Mr. Boyd communicated fully and freely 
tay, that Mr. BenfichJ had prouosed to him evBry thing he knew, it was impossible for 
lo b« come a partner, but that he had decUned tne to say. — Did he ttll you at any time, to 
it. lie was, I believe, an acting partner in the best of your rccollcciion, during the 
Mr. Boyd's house at Paris, before the revo- months of August, September, or October 
lution. — Have you any knowledge of any 1796, that unless assistance could be obtained 
.’!,'rr't ii.ciit made by Mr. Bcnfteld, for any frem some quarter frir the pa) ment of instal- 
purchase cf .luy estate in ot about Shafrsbory, ments due to government, a fiiiure was to be 
111 July 1796? I have no knowledge what- appreheoded? Irt collect that about the month 
ever of Mr. Benfield's private or separate of October 1796, the house, gencially speak-* 
transnevions ; during lh« whole course of our ing, was in dimculties, very large sums being 
partnerfchjp, I seldom had .iny communica- ‘due to it by vaiious correspondents; but! 
tion with Mr. BmfielJ on any subject of ba- do not recollect any particular diiiiculty with 
sincss whatever.— Do you hsppcQ ' to know respect to any instalments due to government, 
who was Mr. «Ffrnfield's solicitor at that time? —Could such pressing difficulty, as before 
Mr. BciifKltl has employed at various tiroes stared, have arisen without your knowledge ? 
.so many diffireiu toliciccrsi that I do not I do not conceive it possible any particular 
know with certainty who was his solicitor for difficulty could have existed with regard ro 
Shaftesbury i but I believe Mr. Lloyd, in the instalmeot of a loan, because it was at all 
Bedford. row. — Dj you know whether Mr, , times in the power of the house to have sold 
Boj'd was chi' sen to serve in par]ian3cnc at the script upon which such instalment might 
the genera! election in the summer 1 796 ?;^have been due; it might indeed, in particu- 
1 Itt was, — For what pLce ? For Shabsbui/. , , lar circumstances, not be convenient ro do so, 
—You have stated, that you Iwd nqc the on account of the great loss that would be 
particular care of the cash in the hudse of susiatnedv— Do you recollect a situation of 
Boyd, nor of course of the cash-book; d^kithe house in which their pufaiic securities 
you however, at stated, tinacs, or frequentIM Wu^d not fetch any price; and, on account 
review the cash-book, and take nor icfc of tflis of such circumstance, a failure was to be 
stsre of the cash? 1 have frequently lookM apprehended during the months mentioned ? 
into 'the cashbook, and taken not.ic;e of the Ido ndt recollect any period, at any time 
stare of cash, bmnot AC any siatedperiods. whatever, when public securities could not 
— ^Wcre^JIca^yh transactipiis of every descrip^ be sold at a greater or less discount. — Have 
tii«, .rff^ding the firmi entered in that you any recollection of the sale, or oficr to 
book ?'I lielievc they w<ref*»— Were all loans sell, of any public securities or sermt by that 
to .‘tnd from the Jiouse enured tliere? I h^' hoAse, during the same period? 1 have no 
be VC ihif werc-r ^Iiould you have, deemed it doubt; tha( atout that period, sales of public 
a deviation from the couise of business, if sepuritica must have been made by the bouse i 
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but wiih respect to the particular sums, or se- 
curitlbssold;! can only refer to the books of 
the house, it being impossible for me to state 
such transactions from memory.— Who had 
the custody of the securities, bills, and other 
marketable papers belonging to the house? 
They were kept in a drawer, of which Mr. 
Boyd had a key, and I also had one, — Could 
any quantity of such paper have been with- 
drawn from such drawer, for any length of 
time, without your knowledge nr observation ? 
These securities were daily given out, either 
by Mr. Bo) d or by myself, as either of us 
happened to be present when they were want- 
ed, for the purposes cither of sale, discount, 
or to receive the payment on such as had be- 
come due, — VVas there not an account kept 
of the contents of the drawer? There was no 
particular accjunt kept of the contents of the 
drawer, other than that all remittances and 
securities viffpt usually entered in the bill 
books, and when delivered to the cashier for 
the purp oses l>efore stated, it was his duty to 
mark them r.ff in those books; but bills were 
frequently taken out for the purpose of being 
discounted when discount could not be re- 
gularly obtained, or when only temporary 
loans could be had on the security of the bills, 
in which case it is possible no such entry 
may have been made; the bills then ought 
to have been returned to the drawer.— 
Do you recollect the absence of any East 
Jndia company bills, or navy bills, from the 
drawer, to the amount of 40,000!, or there- 
abouts, without your knowing for what pur- 
pose they had been used? I do not recollect 
any such circumstance, but I have no doubt 
that if any such trans.nctions took place, they 
wuld appear in the books of the house.— Did 
Mr. Boyd ever inform you he had pledged 
securities 10 such an amount, for assistance 
to make good an instalment upon loan ? I do 
not recollect chat he did.— nave you any 
reason to believe such pledge was ever made 
by the house for such purpose? I have not.— 

In the event of any bills being taken from the 
drawer, and pledged to any paity who lent 
money upon them, such party having receive 
cd the payment of these bills when due, and 
discharged the debt due to himself from their 
produce, how would the entry respecting 
such transaction have been made in the books 
ot Boyd and co.? I presume that the person 
would have been made debtor to cash to the 
account to which the bills or securities refer- 
red or belonged.— Would not such bills have 
been marked oflFin the bill- book as liquidated 
5 r paid ? They would, if the cashier did Ifis 
foty, although I had one key of the drawer 
yhich contained those bills. Mr. Boyd bad 
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complete and entife confidence in Mr. 
Libotton, and 1 delivered any securities to 
him that the drawer contained without hesi- 
tation, and without taking any note whafiever 
of the bills so given out. The confidence of 
Mr Benfield in Mr. Libotton was, if possible, 
still more entire ; he proposed about ihc lat- 
ter end of the year 17^6, or rhe beginning 
of the year 1797, that Mr. Libotton should 
become a partner in the house, to which X 
objected, and of course it did not take place 
—Were bills and securities to the amount of 
41 .oool. so marked off on or about the mouth 
of October 1796; or was an entry made of 
the nature yoo have desecibed in a former an-» 
.swer ? I have already stated, that 1 have no 
particular recollection of the hills which ap- 
pear to be alluded to in that question ; but I 
have no doubt, that if such bills were in 
pos.se£sion of the house, or had been either 
sold or discounted by the house, they will 
appear to have been marked off in- the bill- 
book.— Do you think that bills accepted 
the East India company, some of which had 
twelve and fifteen months to run. and navy 
bills, could have been discounted in the au- 
tumn of 1796? 1 do not l>;lieve they could 
have been discounted of such long dates ; but 
ifitwere legal to sell such b.lls.lhave nodoubc 
but it might have been practicable to sell iheni# 
Did Mr. Boyd ever men* ion to you, that in 
the autumn of 1 796, he had conversed with 
lord Melville, or the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, respecting any assistance to be fur- 
nished to him by government, in lieu of se- 
curities which he was co furnish for that pur- 
pose ? I do not recollect that he did. — Had 
you yourself any conversation ^of the same 
nature with either of the above. named per- 
sons? 1 had not th? honour of being at all 
known either to Mr. Pitt or lord Melville; I 
do not recollect ever having been in Mr. 
'Piu's presence on any occasion wdiatt ver, or 
ever been in lord Melville’s presence since 
the house of Boyd, Benfield. and co. were 
inexistence.— You have stated, that you did 
not sign the contract of partnership with Mr. 
Boyd and Bcnfif Id ; did you not consider, 

It the not having so done, would exempt 
II from any of the legal consequences of 
their foihire ? I believe it would have ex- 
empted me, had the establishment ()een in 
any foreign country ; for instance, in Holland 
or* in France, where such limited partnerships 
are not uncommon; but I have been advised 
or informed, that according to the laws of 
this country, any peison who is held out to 
the public as a partner, or who secretly par- 
ticipates in the profit, is liable to the credt. 
tors of die house, although, as between our- 
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scIvTs, T considcri*^d I not Hahfe to any 
lo‘s ; 1 so ar ti bar I corn! 

dcreci ihc forJiim^oi iVJr. iJeohjld ami of Mr. 
Boyd (ri,s rq)rei>c;ritf’<! to mt- by Mr. Boyd) to 
he. sfich as v.^ould ph^e rre above a!J risk.' — 
Did VO« comsircr yoiirs<*lf as partner at all« 
not h.^fring signed tlie conrr.icr of partner- 
thip ? 1 consieft rod mvs"U' imble as a partner 

to rlie public, but not IvMind by any parricu- 
Jar sMp-ibnion nhich nii^};r have been entered 
iiv»n by Mr. Boyd and Mr. B;;nfi(:!d, in their 
conriact togctlier. — What do you mean by 
stating, t>Mt yno acted chiefly under the di- 
Tcction of LVir. Boyd? I iiean, that my 
concern in the house being contparafivcjy 
very small, if would not have been becoming 
in me In aj'ijirc modi conpcqmnce from it. 
—Did ynu follow Mr. Hn\d*a directions in 
all c.iscs respecting the concerns of the house? 
Ceil eodlv speaking 1 certainly did; not, how*, 
ever, without expressing inv own opinion.— 
Do you bflii-vc now that Mr. Boyd commu- 
nicafed to yon all the money transactions of 
the house ? I have no reason to think that 
lie wicltheid from me any knowledge of the 
jhoncy transactions in goucral.— Then you 
cannot take upon yourself to say, that he did 
communicaJe to you all the money transac 
tions oF the house ? 1 cannot posititely say 

»o, and certainly not in all the detail. — Yoo 
have stated,' that Mr. Bo)d had entire confi- 
dence in Mr. Libotton, the cashier, had 
you the same degree of confidence in Mr. 
Libotion? I had no reason to doubt his 
honesty, in;r have I now, although my opi- 
nion in other respects was not ahogf'tht'r so 
partial as that of Mr. Boyd and Mr. Bcnfkld 
appeared to be. 

7 le further cxamuiatkn of fumes Drumfmnd^ 
tiq. laktn the \^th of Muj iSoy. 

Is that book in your hand the cash-book 
of August 1798, of Boyd and R -nfirld? Yes,' 
— Can you point out in the bof)ks liefore you, 
the entry of the fuin ad-anctd to Mr. Bo}d 
of 40,000!. in the year 1 796, by lord f ’cf- 
yille, or Anonymous, which you may com' 
elude to hare been such advance upon the 
aecurity of Fast India company bills and 
other public scciiri ies ? It appears by an en- 
try in the cash book of Qih September 1796, 
that hills to the' amount of 1 1 i is. ^d. 
on the East India Company ; to the amount 
of 5.04]]. IS. 8d. on the treasury ; a fur> 
thersum of i r oocb on the treasury j and 
12,854!. 86. ad. on the victualling- office, 
inaking together the sum of 40, 7041. is. yd. 
were delivered to Mr, Boyd to discount, or 
raise money u;>on them ; that Mr. Bo)'d ac- 
cordingly p^rid to the house on account thete- 


of 50,0001. on the 9th day of September 
aforesaid, and a further sum of iO,odfol.on 
the following day. I wish to state iii expla- 
nation of my evidence on a former day, that 
in the first part of my examination, my mind 
bore upon an earlier period than 1 now per- 
ceive ihe question ap^dies to. I w.js asked 
concerning the loan contracted for in De- 
cember 1795; my answer referred to the 
preceding loan for the service of the year 
179^, ill which the Imperial loan of 
4k6oo,oool. w a.', included ; the ban conir.ict- 
ed for in November or Decernlier *795, con- 
sisted only of i8,oco,oool. and did n^it in- 
clade any loan to the cmp<'’'or. AlwHif the 
j 5th of April follovvin^r, a lurther lorn , of 
seven millions and a half wdis raised h r the 
service of Ihe year J796 ; flib first rrioi.fiijus 
impression ran through other | artt. ol my evi- 
dence. Ido not rrcoJIect anx difiiculiy was 
experienced in mone) rr.msacti|f|9 during the 
year 179^, bui it is a fact gcrfcrdll) kn».vvn, • 
that great inconveniences were hustainei'. ixoiii 
what is UFually termed a scarcity of money 
early in thespring of 1 796; and from the lime 
that the bank of Fiigland came to the n.sola- 
tion of narrowing their discounts, that incon- 
venience continuul to increase until the latter 
end of February 1797, when an order of 
council was made for suspend itig the issue of 
cash by the bank; in consequence of this 
general depreciation of credit, the loan of 
April 1796 was, in less than six weeks, three 
and an rsaJf per cent, discount; by the end of 
July, at seven and three quarters percent, dis- 
count ; and at the end of Septemher, 13 per 
cent, discount ; the other funds tdl in pro- 
portion; it was nevertheless always possible , 
to sell funded property, scrip, <l*c. at a 
greater or less discount; but the best mer- 
cantile securities, bills of e.xchange cf un- 
doubted credit and solidity, and even the ac- 
ceptances of government, and the East India 
company, when at long dates, became in a 
great degree unavaihble, that is to say, iliey 
could not be discounted at legal interest. That 
these general distresses bore with severe pres- 
sure on the house of Boyd, .Benfield, and 
company, I never meant to deny ; it was tlie 
more felt by them at that time, as their tran- 
sactions w'cre then of considerable magnitude, 
having large payments and remittances to 
make on account of the emperor, in addition 
to all the other concerns of their establish- 
ment. in answer to some of the questions', 

1 have stared that 1 was in the constant habit 
of communicating with Mr. Boyd concerning 
the affairs of the house, but that 1 could not 
he certain whether upon all occasions, his 
^.pimnimicratioiis to me were unrcfccivedt I« 
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saying S0i I was very far fr«»m meaning to in. hook of the hoo^e? Most p^ohalily not, such* 
sinuat^any thing lo the lii sad vantage of Mr. entry being unnecessary fi)r the in^ormafiotv 
Boyd, for whose character and abilities 1 al- of the house. — Can you srat<* gciierd!*/, what 
ways did, and still do, ontertain the highest proportion of the loan of se\cn miliions and 
opinion; I only meant to say, that our situa- an 1 m If, contr;»ctcd for in April 1796, wash 
were very dilFcrcnt in many respects, luld by the house of Boyd and co. either on 
mine was that of an acting laborious partner their own account, or that of others for wkotfv 
in ihc executive busine ss of the house, and they acted agents ? I cannot from nw- 
particularly in the correspondence depart- mory stare, but 1 find in the ledger, that a 
inent; it was my duiv to follow his instrac- first payment was made to the bank by th$^ 
tions, and to inform him of every thing that house of Boyd, B>‘nfield, and co. on fhv* 26th 
occurred ; he, on the contrary, was frequently April 1796, of 23*^,000). upon the sum of 
placed »n situations which might have ren- 2,389,000!. of that loan. — Does the sum in 
tiered a full and free communication with me question include the pay "('I'fs on account of 
on every point very improper, I recollect parties for whom the !iou?e acc-'d as agents^ 
particularly, that early in the month of June as well as on btthalf of the h mse ir^elf ? le 
1796, the Baron de Mullorarrived fro/rt Vi- docs. — Can you state genorallr, wh.ir propor- 
enna on a special mission from the direction tion of the loan of 18,000.000!. contracted 
of his Imperial majesry's finances, and that for in Dcc ^mber 1799, was r. ratnod by the 
Mr.Boyd was cc»nfidentially employed by him house of Boyd and co. on rlu-tr osvn behalf, 
and Cv’unt Srrareir.l)erg in negociating some or others for whom thev acted . 'is agents ? I 
•plan of further pecuniary supplies to the ein cannot; the first payment on that loan tonic 
peror with his m ijesty's cabinet minister*-. In place, I believe, in December 1799; the 
consequence of those negt'ciations, the house ledger now before me commences in January 
ofBo»d, B. nfiild, and co. were instructed 1796; but it appears that a second payment 
tolaojliiats the means of further supplies to was made upon that loan on tr.e 2 2d <»f J:u 
the emperor, and sent a »>erso;'i to Hamburgh nu iry, aiRoiiuiing to 12,590!. i8s. — Did tnc 
ahnut the l itter end of Jidy 1796 for that ex- proportion of the loans of Dcemher 1705 
prc's purpo e, with unlimited orcviit upon the and April 1796, r tained by the hons .* of 
iionsc. Mr. Boyd only c immunicatcd to me, Bovd and co. form a matcri d proporti'^in of 
on this and other simil ar occasions, as much t!;e general transactions of the l otjse at the 
as it M'as nec{s>ary I should know, for the pi?riod in question? It form d .i li^ye pro- 
purpose of carrying the resolutions into cxe fiortion, hut iheie were at that lime ad iirs of 
ciiiion.— Do you fihd any entry of payment much more conufdera'dc hhan 

on instalments on the loan, corresponding to iiiCfcJy their amount ii'. the ‘ih :rc in the I uin ; 
the entry of the receipt above stated of it appears that i:i lh.i ;tari79^>, the ir 
40,0001.? I do not find any entry exactly paid, or remitted to the directi'ur of Id: Im- 
correspondent to that particular .sum; but perial and royal majest\ a’l.KiCc^ .u Vienn.*!, 
many entiies of J.irgc sums, on account of the .1 sum amountincr to 4,609, ^cbf, o^.- -\VI;ac 
direction of the fi lanc's at Vienna, particu- | was the highest di«CMinr on the lo.iii of 
larly one sufii on the 31st of October 1796, 
of 186,340!. 13s. id. — In the form of en- 
tries of bills, and otlier .securi:ie.s turned imo 
moitey, on account of the huuse of Boyd and 
CO. is any notice taken on the face of the 
cash-book, of the .names of the parries by 
whom such bills or .securities had been dis- 
counted ? Not generally. — In the case of ber 1795 were due in S; ntember 1 796 ? 1 
bilis issued to Mr. Boyd personally to be so have no means of knowing if. 
converted, Vould such entry occur? Mr, T^e further txami:athv of Jrtmfs Dntmmnd, 
Boyd’s account would be made debtor for-anv esq. taken the \']th of May 1 809. 

securities delivered to him by the house, and [Delivers in a copy of ihc entry of 9th and 
would be made creditor for the sums of mo- loth September 1796, from the bvioks of the, 
ney received from him on account of .such house of Boyd and Bcnfield, which was read] 
securities; but the name of the person or —Was there any in.^talment pavabK; on the 
persons from whom he had received the mo- loan of seven millions and an.h.df in the month 
ncy would not be mentioned.— Would Mr. of September 1796^ and on what day ? Ibe- 
Boyd, on receipt of the advances of 40 ,oooR lieve that an instalment of 19percent.be- 
from Mr. Long, upon a depobjt of bills, make came due on the Joan of seven millions and a 
any entry of Mr, Long's name in the cash- < half, either on the 9th or inh day of Scjk 


iniJiions ana an na!t, at any prr*(»a in ilio 
year 1796 f 1 c.innor ‘.t..te fmm mem ry any 
higher <U'Connt tlnn tba! rf thirteen nerc -nr. 
actually incurred l>y the b( n^e, bv a trms.-.c- 
tion staled in their b > 'ks, In.r it ir. ly have 
been at a higher lii-c unt. — 1’)') yon rccolhct 
how m-iny instalments of r' e I nn rf Dv^eem- 
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tember, ind that a fdrther instalment of 
per cent, on the preceding loan of 
i8,ooo,cool. became due on the 23d day 
of the same month. — Do you know wbicti 
instalment on the loan of seven millions and 
an half it was that became due on the 9th or 
X 1 th of September ? 1 do not recollect which 
it was» my information upon the subject be- 
ing derived merely from a pamphlet which I 
saw yesterday evening.— Do not you know» 
that on the loan of seven millions and an balf^ 
with regard to some of the instalmentSj the 
bank had engaged to make the payments? 1 
do not recolkct whether the bank had upon 
that particular occasion or not : 1 wish to 
add, that on the first day of my examination, 
1 came here altogether unacquainted upon 
what subject 1 was to be examined, and could 
not collect from the questions that were 
put to me, what the particular transaction 
was that was alluded to ; it appears to have 
* Ixcn a transaction that took place at the dis- 
tance of nine years, and although of some 
considerable magnitude, it was not so, com- 
paratively speaking, with the daily transac- 
tions of the house of Boyd and Beiifield ; and 
since I retired from the partnership on the 
3i6t December 1798, 1 have had no access 
to the books and papers of the house, which 
might have otherwise furnished ine the means 
of furnibhing more distinct informstion to 
the committee upon the subjects upon which 
I was questioned : if therefore any contradic- 
tion or conlubion may have appeared in my 
answers, I trust the committee will not im- 
pute ic to any premeditated wish of withhold- 
ing information. 

he ixaminaiKn of Lloto, ejy. 

taken the 1 ^tb 0/ May 1 8oy- 
Do you know whether Mr. fienfield bought 
an estate at Shaftesbury in the year 1796? 
There was an estate that belonged to Mr. 
Briant put up to sale by Mr. Christie, and 1 
think some weeks before the general election 
in 1796; it was purchased by Mr. Mills, and 
to the best of my recollection, the deposit 
money paid was about 2,oocU paid by Mr. 
Mills. At the general election Mr. Mills 
and Mr. Dawson stood in opposition to Mr. 
Benfieid, and fiiiding that the estate they had 
purchased was not equal to the representation 
made by Mr, Chiistie, and they having not 
succeedid in their election, Mr. Mills was 
desirous of getting rid of his contract, and 
Mr. Ben field agr^d to stand in his place as to 
the purchase. The assigoment of the con- 
trac.c was prepared hy me, and executed at 
my house ; and at the time of executing the 
coni met the deposit paid by Mr. Mills was 
repaid by Mr. Benlield by draft on bis own 


house. — When was the purchase money paid f 
It was never paid by Mr. Benfield. — Was ic 
ever paid by his partner Mr. Boyd ? No.— 
Was ever more than the deposit money ever 
actually paid upon this transaction ? No. 

The examination of Osborn Standb&t, 
e#y. taken the \^th of May i8o^. 

Have at any time 10 your knowledge, navy 
bills properly accepted, and presented for 
payment when due, been relused for want of 
I efibets in the treasurer’s hands to pay them, 

I or for any other cause ? Certainly not to my 
knowledge.— Have you ever known an as- 
signment of navy bill or bills delayed for 
want of efiects in the hands of the treasurer 
of the navy, or for any other cause ? No. 

Ibe lamination of lord Glenbervie, the 

late right hon» Sylvester Douglas, taken the 

l 6 thofMay 1805. 

Were you a lord of the treasury in May 
1800? I was.— Your name appears as hav- 
ing been present at a hoard of treasury held * 
op the 29th of May 1 8co, to wuich board 
was submitted a statement of the case of Mr. 
Adam Jellicoe; have you any recollection of 
what passed at that board relative to that 
case ? I have no recollect ion of what passed 
at that board, nor indeed, in having been 
present at > it. — Were you in the habit of 
keeping minutes or memorandums of the 
transactions of the treasury boards at which 
you assisted, whiht you were a lord of the 
treasury ? No. — Have you any lecollection 
of any transactions relative to the case of Mr. 
Adam Jellicoe, or of any reference to any 
board of treasury at which .you assisted dur- 
ing the time you were a lord of the treasury, 
relative to that case ; or have you any know- 
ledge oranformatioii of any sort relative to 
that case ? 1 have no rccullection of any 
transaction relative to that case, of any refer- 
ence to the board ; nor have 1 any knowledge 
or informaiioii of any sort, except what I 
may have collected from a very cursory afid 
slight perusal of what is stated in the tenth 
lepuri relative to that matter ; and instead of 
having any recollection relative to what may 
have passed at, or been referred ,to, the board 
of treasury, relative to that business, my firm 
|l(rscasion is, as far as mv recolletdon can 
^arry me, that I never had any knowledge of 
nny sort regarding the transaction, or any 
thing that can bear in relation to it ; Ido ooC 
believe 1 ever heard the name of Jellicoe, or 
aiTy thing respecting him, in any way, till 
about the time ot tlie tenth report lacing pre- 
sented to the house, or printed.— How Jong 
weie you a lord of the ireasur) ? From the 
month of' February 1797 towards the end of 
1800,— Whilst in office^ did ) bu regularly 
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attend the treatury boards ? Certainly oot. as accurately as I cMd of tbem^ .forthein- 
-^Did you frequently attend them ? 1 think formation of' tHe b^^rd, when the bwsLiPss 
nor, till about the time of that rnioate^ ai>d was under deliberation ;..X li;ivc no doiihr but 
. some lime l)efore; I had more regularly I did ap^on the ajbjcct ol Mr. Diuuias’s 
tended the first year or two that I was commit- statement pn.,thp May, but I eerfainly 
bioncr of the treasury.— Were you long in the have no recollrctiuu of wbiif pasb(\’ u.jrticu- 
habit of consulting the mino|| book of iihc Ijrly, alihough 1 had of the gencx^j'isnrres^ 
board, ro sec what business miglu have been sion in my mind, that it »^'as a case well en*. 
transacted in your absence ? No. til^ to relicl'.— Did yoii. keep anv private 

The txaminatton of the right G BOftCE ^lemoraoduins of those ciiks into y oil 
Rose, taken the itth May 1805.. Wjutred, lor the information of the boaid? 

Were you secretary to the treasnrv in. the frequently tough memorandums, hut never 
year 1800? t was.— Do you recollect hav- after.the minute^ were I lia^no writ- 

ing submitted to the board a statement; of the ten information but^^whac appeart ii ;ipun the 
case of Mr. Adam Jdlicoe, da^ fhe aqth of face of 'the prtper.— flave yog any r?coUcc- 
May 1800? I perfectly recollect the |?tatc» tioii:of the person or persons with vvhom you 
menr, and by reference to the mioutea^ 1 find may have or commu!i‘caicd in or.- 

it was on the zgih of May.— To what ndiinuce det to satisfy youj mind of the truth of tlie 
did you refer for (hat ia?6rinaiipn?—Tb one stadtementi con aincd in the tr.cm.'iu‘ai ? J 
printed in the tench report, which 1 take for certainly havc >to accut«itc recollrcti of the 
granted is accurate.— How are the minutes per^na With wheun I com munica red orr tlte 
of the treasury board kept? In books, as X sul^f, but t think I had with Mr. Whice,^ 
apprehend all other minutes are k^t.— po ;thC:SOlicitor,pf |he tre.isury; it, is now five 
you recollect who were the lords presont tjtl ycirs-agof the Imptc&sibn on rny mind was, 
day ? I have no recoHectioh, without i^fer- elttry possiJ> 1 e means had been used for 
ence to the minutes. J have no doubt hi^r- ' dbe secuHiig to dW, public the monCy due by 
Pitt was present, because business of chat Im- JelU(i0& to tte treasurer of ihc^ navy, as 
poftance could not be decided in his absencCi^ Jar as mpected^tEe issuing the writs of ex* 
—How many membm constitute a hoard of him and Mr. Cbfr, which,'! 

treasury? Three.— Is it usual; pr does 'ft coiweived^ from private 

ever happen, that the names of lords of th€; .c^ditqi6. Although I had no legal respoo- 
treasury, who arc not present, are entered Pu; ribillty in jthe .det^f miiisition of the in^asury, 
the minute book as being presc^nt ? It is ttot: I certal/ly thought Jn .this case the treasury 
usual, but I will not say it may pot have had hardly 8 Wing relief : tfhoujd 

happened when lords may have previOusftr have ente.Tta»n<d-J”® ^0 the ca.se 

perused, and approved of the mailer to be dc of the bitterest or poll deal enemy I 

cided on. It may have happehed du other fefiVd in the World 5 and I am j^crfealy 
occasions, but it i.s imi the commit practice suaded, |is,far.as my' opinion goes, no favour 
of the tceasury. When I say the loftli may was iutehde^t in that but it 

have previously perused and apjwdvcil u,..I was considered as act of siricr Justice. — 
mean to confine it to the fifst lord ; it was the Had yqg any private conversation that you 
practice, in many cases, to submit papers of reqjalwat, or Cominunication with Mr. Riit 
importance to rhe dclibcraiivc* and aUCutive 00 . five subject ? Rtipccring^ tbiii 1 can say 
consideration of the fin.i lord,- befoijb they Wtbing precije^ now, burl entertain no doubt 
were brought to the board; and, in many tfiai tpy. lord M^lvi lie's pawr was . 
case*!, ro circulate such papers to the juuipr: *tb*f**^d'^^Wm^^bdore it was dccii'-d at the 
lords prcviously.-»-Did it c\Cr happen ' iMI bWM^d^ us limporiant pajyers svere. — 

papers wore circulated for the sijthiCmtb,.of j tlwx scdicitor of ibetrea- 

the junior Ioi\!s, when such lords bad . hdt' . through chamul. reesrivq in- 
been present at the deiiberatious updiitfe on the pa^^ of t!,c pub- 

matters to which such papefa teferred I / JL ;Rc f ^"Thjrdi^^ 
have no dcubt but it very often the soHc 

it your business, as secretary toibe trcainry^. ‘ lb ;dse"ifbe\Mligcncc for the recover » he rc- 
to investigate the truth of the statements 4 isbt due from the estate i f Mr, 

mitred by you to the board on ibe a9ih bC suN^^iuent ib the 29111 of 

May 1800. and to verify the account (hcr«m May 1800?, have no rccbllecrion of any; 
conrained? 1 have felt it niy.jiuty upon a Jf 1 should have ihoogbfv indeed the proceed-" 
occasions, when I was at the l^f^.fd; jres^t^ i^s uodet the extent' would have gone pn aa 
ing matters of importance, to I should have thought, in* 

\ QL, V t^AffendiX^ ' '' t\ ^ 
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dte^, if any ^ireetSohi had been nfcf»iarf, T& txamiaainit »f. Jotsm Whitj, «/» 
they might have l>cen given from tflctreasttref iaktn ibt \^tb ^ Ma^ 

of the uiivy. — After the writ «tf pHv^ seal, It appears hjr your evidence before the 
had been issued for acquitting loisd Melville commissioiiera of naval enquiry, that you 
of 'Mr. JcllioncV deficiency, did it not be* were employed by the treasurer of the navy 
come, the doty of the trcafiiyy to order all to‘ recover a debt due to him from the estate 
poshible Jic|vi ro Ik? 'aken for the recovery of of Adam Jellipoc, at what time did you re* 
Mich dibt, in consequence of that writ, due ccive yo«r instructions to proceed in chat 
10 the public, and lo aec that such proici^* business ? On uf^ibout the aSih of August 
logs aKiniy hr have been previoudy imtttured 171^9; I was employed by Mr, Trotter.— 
were in dor f>»rm, and then carrying on. I* I You stated, that you dcbiied chc treasurer of 
veril> btlieve the treai^ury tlvnignt no further thb navy in your hocks for the cxpenccs at- 
steps necessary, the extents having been pre* tending that business \ did yon consider him 
viousJy issued, as I have already Sind ; 1 am as your private debtor for such ex peaces, or 
perfee jy ^ure no favour was lotted to liny did^u debit him in virtue of his office, and 
of the panics by such directions not having ^for a transsctioo belonging to the public? 
been given; nor am 1 aware of aoy peraoo 1 considered myself as einplo>ed by him in 
being benefited by such proccedittgs not hav- the capacity of tre^ureir of the navy, and 
ing been had.—Dld you ask Mr*. Whit^, OT that I was at. liberty to deduct the cxpcncea 
do you think, you at the time knew what out of the mofiey X recovered, which I did, 
was the exact state of the proceedrngs under —Did you tfien e^^nsider it as a public trans- 
^ the extent? 1 have no recollection of any acfion? X did. — By your evidence before 
' particulars that passed in conversation on rite t|l^ comn^ssioners of naval enquiry, it ap- 
subj^ect whatever, nor am I sure Mr. White that ydu had not proceeded in such 

was the penon I conversed wjth.- 4 .How long oOafiies) since the year 1792 or 1793, what 
dfii y6u continue Secretary to the treasury i has btejm of your, not proceeding 

Until about March i8pf*— you eyer ssoce ifrsit peiriod'^ 1 received no direction^ 
make subsequent enquiry to the state of Jto proceed, and 1 did not conceive that there 
the proceedings unde^ the extent, or Cttr was any of Mr. Jellicoe's property that could 
know officially what progress mfghr have t^n he nxovered $ and I beg to add, that there 
made towards the reductiori of the debt doe were some patents respecting the making of 
from the estate of M,f^ Adftm JelUcoe? No, iron in w^particular way, for the purchase of 
fdo not bflreve I ever dtth— Who. dreiy the which many ofiers had been made, hut 1 
writ of privy seal? I imagine 4 he clerk, never could get any person finally' to agree a§ 
whose orderly duty it i£^-**WasJt fubmided a purebaser^'^Were all the proceeds usually 
to the law officers of the crown foie their haid under writs of extent or under writs of 
nion as to its Jegaliey ? I do not know,— di^m ^ausil extremum, put in force by you 
Aretuch wriuof ^quiftWetonubUedebCOrs agdinn ibe heirs or executors of Mr, Adam 
frequent? Jr do nqc think tncydre; laitlri Jellicq^and was every part of his property 
nor prepared to answer that 1 the autHtors of taken possession of on the part of the crown 
public accounts are moje qualified to answer in the way usual under such writs ? 1 think 
that question than 1 atn^—Arjc: such writs. of they wei^ wbehever there was a probability 
acquittance submi]^ed to the auditors of pub- of getting any thing by virtue of such pro- 
Itc accounts, previous to their., being s^Hled ? cesa^^Dm you take upon you to judge of 
In instances where the treasury think them- .s^e^ probability, or did you state the case 
selves incompetent to decide Ort. the meuta,rhr, fd/japtd take the judgment,of any other pen- 
the case, and in insrendqt were X certainly did not judge entirely myw 

em claiined, .they are 8ubifiicted',td«vthejirqdf , .iilll ,1 had tnany< conversations with Mr, 
tors of .public accounts^ or compffpikrs of „Troi»r upon the eobject, and* ftom thence, 
army accounts, and oceasiqnaUy Ip't othe^ iny oqm judgment, 1 formed my opi- 
boards, — Was the writ in qiils^ihii ever pioq>^Had you ever any communication of 
. iiiicted to the auditors of 4 tn.y aort with :l/)rd Melville on the subject*? 

ettl'cr before or after its b^ihg Nd,; ^ihiiik I never had.— Is it usual with you, 

believe it was not thought neiti^i^iy i i^er haviitf^^ instructions to proceed 

^circumstancea ' probably appeared oii^hepdnof the public, to stop such pro- 

.ckar upq^he face of the tipiwa'cfton to^ edlhMoga^W order, and for want 

board, ijjtro render it ne^saiy fO' idak^ady pf specialdiriectioos, to continue process from 
Where aye "writs of Jhladesd^ i&np t^ time ? Certainly not, as solicitor of 
^ ^ Ih^ ^ Jtfe cS* ;fo the auditors, or to other 

tegist|^d at the privy seal office* - ; V . board$,«^Hdw came .you then to stop pro- 
' teediiigs in the case of JelUcoc, without such 
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tpecial ord«r ? Because I eoneeivsd tl)e>iQ* dec^se. b)r' 4 AaNa;ents of jpbf. fer snnunt, 
ploi«mrnt diffetenfe s I. ijpncerved that 1 and ihat: ^Uogetlijtrr :^uin ot 

applied to faeeaifisellleibolicitaf 0f ^admi* ra.05Q!a up March iSoo; h;ice 

rally happeift^d to he and liiat yop^t^iveil on the part of the i>nl>lip» or 

no part o* my puhik duty to jgnoti without ooi accpunt of .Lord Mi lville, or Mr. Trot- ^ 
directions.--* Were you tatisfied at the time ters any fuilhet iej^alment iincc that dare in 
proceedings ceased in the yeaf||^9^ or }79|». disebarge cd .the.htirhince of (ivat debt? 1 
that every possible exertion had been made have received neiihef' those intralments, nor 
for the recovery of the debt doe from the es* any.^Aite you a ware that a writ of privy 
tate f <f Mr, Adam Jcllicoe, and thiteveiy thine aeal was issued on the 3 1 st i/f Ma i Sa^hr 
had, in point of fact, tK»n recoveied which jaequiiting Lord MeivtHe of Mr. Jellicoe'^ 
could he expected from that estate? 1 w^s denckneV ? I have heard so* but have no 
sati&£r.d that every thing that ha^ come 10' .know led gg of it.r->*Have you received* sub- 
my knowledge had been gOt that’ ecudd 4 k .tit;9utnr .io the a9th 1800# any d>- 

got.— Have proceedings in that buainetd eikr rectioo from ^Mr. Trptcr or Lord Melville, 
been resamrd ? 1 do m>t recollect they have* frpm the board of treusury, or frojii any 
— Have all the papers and instmctioiii on ot^r office or per^oni any direciioti co re- 
that ca>e been left in ycor office* or have you cpivc such further Jnstaitnents in d 'scharge 
been directed at any time to trarisfet them 10 of the balance of that debt.^ I net'itr have* 
the office of the solicftorof iiic adtnirdty^ : ~Bid^ yon consider the instructions, under 
^'hey have lieenleft in my officc.-i^U#ider‘ 'wltich originally actedt as siip-rseded 
• the original instructions you re^ived*»'did. hy the .writ of privy seal for acquitting J^ord 
you consider it your duty to proceed with- Melville of Mr* jelh'coc's dehcieiu’v ? No^ 
out further orders, whilst there ‘weire ao.y‘%i- pould you suppp^ prpce^ding^ could have ‘ 
sible effects on which you could ^ho|k (0 w/ heed Carried on again».t ^Mr. jetbeoe's e.statu 
cover any further sums for ahe disohafge' nf 'bf' any : other professional person, whilst all 
the balances due from Mr* Jellicoe^s estate Li:hc papers wfrh reference to proceedings af- 
to the public? I did.~Sbould you Have .ready had under the.extcut remained in your 
waited, in case you tfioughc any suleh steps bands ? Certainly nor««*^Were theorighvat 
could be effectual, for fresh instructions ? iostfiitiions for the proceedings aga nst Jei- 
Certainly nor. — Had fresh instruCfioiu been lieoe^s effects sqch as > Were usually given ia 
given, is it your opinion that yon could have cases of tbk like nature? ' Th^ very mo- 
recovered further against Mr. Jellicoe^r. es^ /menr that I’ bad the instruction to issue rho 
late ? I think not.-^Did you ever receive .extent* I thought it my duty to recover every 
from any person, or public board* any order thing that could be got from estate of 
or authority to stay proceedingsagaiust Mr* Mr. Jeljicoe, and th^tt they were the usual 
Jcllicoe’s estate? Never, — It is Stared in^fhe 'tnsfntciions given on similar occasions, — . 
evidence given by Mr. Samuel' Jetlicoieivihat Did ihe issue of the writ of ^liv, sra! pre- 
he paid 10 Mr. I'r otter 300!. on the 2 3d -of' vent your proceeding in the manner which 
Scpiember 1791 5 i>7$oU on ihc list of you '^should have done if 110 such writ 
Mav 1800; that he also paid 'him on the .‘of privy .seal Had foet'n issued? Certainly 
23d Sepce(nl)Cr 1791, 1501.$ and on itTU/not.-*-Was if explained to y u, when the 
2 1 at May 1800, 87 jl. for ten years 'Siid a instructions were brst given to you, that 
quarter's rent at tool, per annum of a Whatf you was enip]o)ed inwhis business, he- 
aiul warehouse at Goiqmrt* part of -the estate cause .the ^tikitici tor of the admiralty was ab- 
of his late father ; did Mr, Trotter give you jsmt ? ^believe it ' was — Did you under-r 
an account of the receipt of each , of chose that; having once bgan the business* 

sums ? No, — Did you knoW oflheexiriertCe 'lhe whblc of it was to be Jett to you, or had 
pf the whart and warehouse- at Go^pdrt*v as yod season to expect chat the conduct of it 
part of tiie estate of Adam /elhCt>el . Id# would hsWe transfer to the solicitor 

not recollect whether chif wjiarf, addWait- the admtraiiy when he returned to Lon- 
house is in the inqutritiyn t>r not that was- f v.ltimught that it would have liccn left 
sued upon the extent; if k wa$.foundTmusr’[lt0 Mr. Chaimberiain and m^srli ns as 
have known it. — Can you refer to thejoqou .We oould^o on with y<u rcc.^ilecc 

sition, and ascertain, that factf ic8«r.^8c som after the dekih of Mr, Jdlicoc* 
pleased todo so? IwilJ.^It is any refeix!,tk:e'was biks of Mr* 

Mr. Samuel Jellicoe in his evidence^ thaf^^Courrs, his hanker*' in order >0 ascertain ^ 
agreement with • the paymaster dinhe Whcther' chett wasin that home any isuin of 

be was to pay a debt of 4p*oooi« disje teon^ risp at Mu Jcllico ? I dq 

blm ,10 bis lather at the time of his , frtffiet'l not. ^ ^ 

’ I 
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Tbt furilff ex^mmatfow c/ Jotefh JVbiu^ §kq. proceedftigs instifiited by order' of any of tho 
fitktxih& 2 id (f May 1 ^ 0 ^* ' \ public boards with which he was connected. 

When did you Itr^t know of the wt|t of and then pending, touching public money } 
privy , seat having issued ? 1 think not omit I believe he dtd^-^Is there in ydor office any 
the enquiry before the naval commissioners trace of any proceedings against Mr. ^Adam 
took p!j>ce.-«^You state that you had ' suffix Jellicoe or his represeniaiives ? I believe 
cipnt ipsrructions to proceed, ' but in tlte there is aot.^Since your appointment, hat 
former parr of your evidence, that you waited ahy business of that nature been conducted 
for s^Kcial orders; frcim whom did you- cx* by any person other than yourself, when such 
pecs^ to irreive such orders; Frooi .Mr. business -^triginated in. any of the boards for 
TrorWr. — Did you undersiand that he had which you areconcem^ as solicitor ? 1 be« 
taken upon him&flf to exiTmin^e irwO (hbftate Uevfe o<rt* . Do you know of any of the pro- 
of the property that was recoii^rrable? . Yes, ceedings against Mr. Jellicoe f No. 

1 did understand he had, and' hat( employed of Chkkl^^ Innis, efq^ 

people lor the purpoic.— -Was -ihdt your tea- a - , < tnkn »f Mny^ i8oy. 

son for not procetding withnut his direction? ; -What is your situation in Scotland ? Wri- 
1 cannot .say tharit was.^-^Did t'ott make any ter to the- signet.— What are the diiiies of 
agrotmc'nt with Mr. Saipuel Jelltebe for tl^ that..suua(;ion ? lacc as bol.citor, attorney, 
payment of ^^ocol. byinsralittents? .No, I and conveyancer.— Is it usual, in settling 
did not.— Did yrvu con.dder yourself charged Accounts hetwe^n^ panics in Scotland, mu- 
wiih the duties .ofifccciver .with respect to tually to. deliver up or destroy the vouchers 
the items of Mr. JcHjcoc'b estate, = or only or documems.oi^on which such settlement 
charged with ctjuducrit^ the hw proceed- wfces place? It is usual murually to deliver 
iflgs with resprd to, the aatnc ? bnlX' charged op thc vouchers, but not to destroy. — Is it 
with comhictmg ti!te law proce^in]^} Idid usual in any release that fakes phee l>etvveen 
recede motKy', but I paid it Ove^ as soon- as' I the panies upon such settlemcnr, to refer 
had received' it— Did you consider it your in the fc^y of the release, to the vouchers 
duty to 6ce ti nt the annual payments arising so delivered up or destroyed, ''i he release 
from the estate Were regiihtlyvdiaphargcd? generally hears, that the vouchers have been 
No,— In v(< hose hands did you conceive that mutually delivered up, bur noihini^ said 
duty rested ? Mn Trotter'iibMii^Whjl did not about destroy ing,— Have you seen a clause 
the sale of the freehold at Qosport take of ihc nature of that contained in the release 
place, and why \^as Che rent of tool, a year now in your hand ? 1 have seen a clause 
preferred to the actual sale of the preiOtses ? l^caring that the vouchers have been nuitoaliy 
It was because 1 received, no. special direc- delivet^J op, but 1 never saw one by which 
dons tor the purpose I and 1 beg leave fb add, it was ag'^ced mutually to cancel and destroy 
that such an- o?der may ■ how be obtattiwdy the vouchers.»-^For what legal purpose is 
and the renri^be rtcovercdv > reference in ideasrs introduced to the vouch- 

S!he ixamiftaihit ^^CfiARLaa BiCKHBl.L, «ts having been mutually delivered up? I 
ar/, taken ihffjth of May believe it is' more owing to the anxiety of 

Are you solicitor to the admiralty f 1 . ptirttes than necessary in itself. — Is it to make 
am. — Do you In the common course of bon- the release supersede in point of legal effect 
dess manage- all legal tmnsaCfions , respecting all preceding instruments ? 1 should think 

public money on the pan of the admiralty^ so.— $uppOfciDg a release to be executed be- 
t he ns \y pay-office, and the diffi^rrjitv bt^rdf tween patties at the time remote from each 
attached (hereto ? 1 do.r—Had yop '^t cAher» is it unusual, according to the prac-» 
time any -instTuedoiis lelatiye to a sirrif 'Of ilte of Scotland to covenant that . that should 
extent, and a wrkof diemchiusiiextcemubi,. be <1^^ by the parries,-*^ uhat all 

i&sued against Mr. Adam Je^lico; sOmei^e should be deli verCtl^upL^r destroyed 

deputy paymifster of the fiilvyj W wMeh 'is referred lo in released as actually 

of the irrasirrer of the lutvy^oOy, jiu piymas^^ done 1^ parties settling accounts on rhesjxit 
ter ? 1 believe that tf ansad^W pkff together ? In the case put, there is generally 
prior to rny being appointed k^j^cHor lO: fhe acv obligation inserted m the release ordis- 
admirahy. 1 wds ap^dhied on the, df charge, obliging the parties afterwards mu- 
March 1796.— Who pirerreded ym^ ai sd^icf^ tually ta deliver up the vouchers. — Under 
tor Of the admiralty ^ Mr. Dyson.«^Ia he ^iernl vouchers, do you mean to compre- 
dead? No; he resides at Margate.^ Did mfud accouiyc books kept by the parties ? I 
Mr.*^ DyMMi dcliwcf to ypu* upon ybut -ap- do not.— Did .you- ever know an instance 
potntmenc as scHcUor to, thd.^dlliiraUy', :where» dpon the letilem^t of accounts be- 
thtTpapen^ ind ipihcr documehu ielauvdv to twceo pattie9«,accQuiit books have been deli^ 
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I never did.— Did you ever Icnow an in- doivn in his absence- — Do you recollect who . 
stance where an agent for several parties hay. w^s present at the board when Mr. Jellicoe's , 
ing kept the accounts of all thoi» parties ip case was brought before the lords of the 
one general book, upon the ^ttlement of bis treasary? I so Jiple recollect the circuni. 
account with one of his principals, bad et- stances, chat the impression upon my mind' 
thcr delivered up such general account book tt at this moment a very general one with 
to that one principal, or by agreement with respect either to the time or manner when 
chat one principal, had destro>ed it ? I ne- this matter did come before (be board at all- 
ver did. — You say you have seen a clause — Do yOQ.recolleet any particular directions 
inserted in a releaic or releases, drawn ac- having been given by the board for an in- 
cording to the Scotch form, in which it is v«stigatton into the truth of the statement 
agreed to deliver up vouchers on both sides j stibfottred ito tbe board by Mr. Rose bo, that 
in the course of your business do you usually subject ? v I have already said, that my re- 
draw them with such clausies ? I generally, collection in respect "to the transaction waa 
<lo.— Would not a release be to all intents a very genera] one, and I h&vc no recollec- 
and purposes as* bindfbg upon the parties tion of such ditecuons having been given 
without such clause, and would not such re- upon the particular day^ on which 1 undef- 
lease continue 'to be binding, supposing the Mood that this minute took place. 1 have 
existence of all the vouchers for the accounts no doubt but that Mr. Pitt was present at 
to which such release referred ? 1 think it the board, because it was the day on which 
• would. — Is the release io your hand in the it appears, by the minutes, that the^com- 
Scotch form? It ap^iears to me.to he.partly misiipners .of raxe% made their annual re- . 
in the English and partly in the Scotch form, port, when ^ Mr. Pitt invariably attended- 
The furihtr exnminatiaM df Charles Innis, esp Mr. Pitt's name is, ; I presume, occsstonally 
taken the toih df Maji iSo j. iqierced in the minutes as present, if he hap- 

[ Dell vers in a letter.]— In your terrer, you pens^ Although not actually in the board 
have stated that you wished to add CO your room, to be in his own house ; so that any 
evidence, given before thia committee, matter of a very special pature, upon which 
to the words ** I never did" {May 17) tbeoptiiion of the first lord of the treasury 
the loi lowing words:—** On recollec- ahould be considered as indispensable, rnight • 
tion, 1 have known some instance^of a fac* be immediately referred' to him ; but 1 be* 
tor or steward deliverine up his account lieve it was not custonn<iry to inbcrt the names 
borjks to his employer do you mean fher<% of the junior lords if they wero not 
by to state that you have known account acutually present.— When are the names of 
books kept by an agent, with scvcfal the lord? present put down ? They arc put 
plovers, to have been dclivereit up to any down aa the commencement of the ptoceed- 
onc of h’s employers, on the scitlcmcnt of iiigs of the day, as soon as th^hoard begins 
his account with such emplojer? I d^not, to sit, and if during the sitting any lord 
^he examwathn of Smali. Py* should, come in, bis name is added to the 

bus, taken the \qih ef Mffjt I €[05. rest, which would account for Mr, Smith's 
M’erc you a lord of the treasory ih the name being the last in the minute, referred 
month of May 1 800 ? . I was,— Do you re- to, although that genileman was^ senior ib 
collect to have been present at a board ,of in hia majesty's commission. — If a 
treasury on the 29ch of May 1800, when 8 ford, .whose name is put down at the meet, 
statement was submitted by Mr, Rose to iog of the board, should withdraw before 
that board of a debt due to the treasortt of the conclusion of it, would it appear on the 
the navy by Mr. Adam JuDiw I I do ' It- minutes that he bad so withdrawn ? I fancy 
collect the citcumstances ce|ativt^ to the' de^' not, / 

ciency of Mr. Jellicoe. having 

the consideration of the board ; the.preciie' ' tafstn the tith nf Maj iSoj^. 
day on which it did so 1 cannot so -^leafiy ;> Were vou a lord, of .the treasury in May 
recollect; but 1 take it for granted thtit |Spaf you recollect to have keen 

copy, of the minute, published in the jEemh, j^reaent at 4 board of trea.mry, held on the 
report, is accurate as to date.«-rWhb {|9th of .May, in , that year, to which Mr- 

the minutes of the treasury board R^ subdiit^ a statement of a debt due. to ^ 

times one of the four miOr clerks, if the the treasurer of the navy, from Mr. Adam„ . 
secretaries happen by any accident notjb Jellicjpe? .1 do not recollect ihai ( was pre- 
be present. — Is ir usual to put down ^seae On that day, but 1 see by the ^oih re- 
mmesof lords who are not present ^ port I was, and 1 have no do«ibt ot it,— 
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J>> you recollect any of the riremstanco of 
Wr. Jrllicoc's Case, or of the issue of the 
tvfit of privy seal for acqu 5 uin|t Lord Mel- 
^ ville of Mr.. Jeli.cne’s deficiency ? 1 do not ; 
at that time there were annually aubmitt^ to 
the ircasuiEy, between five and six thoOfiand 
memorial, and other papers, it will n6t 
Ihcreforc appear surprising, at this distance 
of time^ that the circumstances ol any parti- 
cular iransaction should have escaped Iny rC* 
collection. 

ef JoH9f ^AKS^ttg isq. taken 
ty 70 th d/ Miiy 1 ^ 05 . 

Do y mi recollecr. in February, *797* 3 
vicfuallinjj hil^ for i^cool. drawn from Mr. 
George ]>e.>.borrnigh, from Martinique, and 
payable to 'f. Marcarty and co. to be pre- 
aented by Mr. Barclay at the victunllirg of- 
fice for' payment f I have no other recoi llec- 
lion of the circumstance than what is recently 
come to my knowledge. — State the circum- 
arances? A bill of exchange for joool. 
drawn by Mr. George 4 )eshorough, was or* 
dered on the ‘dth of February 1797» to he 
accepted from the time it Was left, and be- 
came due on the i8ih of February.; oii the 
jjfh of Fchrtiary the victoalling hoard wrote 
for 70,000b for the payment of bills df ex- 
change, in Which sum the bill in question 
Was indudei! ; on the ajth, of ’ February 
' 47» oo 61. was received in part df the sum ap- 
.plied for# and on the same day the above 
bill, with many clJicrs, were assigned for 
paymVnt, and imnncdiatcly ready for deli- 
very ; it was delivered on the ist of Match 
following to Mr. Barcilay, who rnieht ha\e 
bad it, as I am informed, in timiiTbrpay. 
mentj on tfa; 15th of February, had he ap- 
plied for it. 1 recerved this information 
Trora the accompfanr; 1 knew rtothing of 
the transaction myself— Did the accomprant 
officially report these circUn^sianccs lor your 
information a commissioner *ot the board } 
As a commissioner of the boayd, at my de- 
sire ; 1 wa^ not then a member of (l;e i>o:tnl 
at the time the transaction took plaCc.-^Ha\ j 
you ever knoWn payment delayed, or rlfd- 
$ed, on any victualhng",biU>ctu^lly e&signe^, 
|||y the Goininissionets.qf ihjirvtcruajling bpiird 
on the treasurer of ^the niavy ? the 

bills arc' never, to tbe i^st Of my r^cQlled"- 
.tiem, assigned fill we know- there sdie 


^ navy to discharM'.them.^tiave'asiige^' 
pients ei'cr been dela^o id y 6 nr 

pic of the want of mdhFy in the 
|the trea$i;irer of ih« navy- to cover 
gnmentiK tWhich is 
: in answer to the preerpf df 
/direcUld to tb^ bogro’. 



will shew what delay has occasionally occur- 
red. ' 

'The examination bF Aouaham N^wland, 
ejy. taken tie toih oj May^ 1805 . 

[Delivers in a paper of the dates of loans 
of 179^ and 1796.] — Do you recollect at 
any time to l>e informed, that lord Melville, 
as treasurer of the navy, kept his cash ar a 
private banking-lioiisc instead of the bank } 

I orriainly knew that the ca^h, or part of the 
cash, was removed from the bank to Messrs. 
CouiM, but the reason lor so doing J really 
cannot itlK— Was it a large part of his cash 
fie kept at his piivatc hankers? I really can- 
not tell, but [ apprehciKl at some times it 
inusf liavc been very considerable. — Can you 
form any opinion as to the amount at any 
particular time? I really cannot. — How 
did the crrcnmstancc come to-^your know- 
ledge ? I'he clerics of ti^c bank frequently 
told mci that at the navy j>ay < ffice they re- 
ceived drafts for the payment of navy bills • 
upon the house of Messrs. Coutis and co. 
instead upon the bank.— Did )oa commii- 
mc.nte the information you had obtained to 
any liody? I have occasioniilly mentiont d 
it to the directors,— Do you recollect to 
which of the directors? 1 do not; ihcre 
have been generally several present when 1 
♦have mentioned h.— Do you recollect any 
conversation with Mr. Giles, or Mr. Raikes.. 
upon the subject? i do not immediately 
charge my memory with that. — Do you 
know how long the piactice had prevailed ? 
i do not recollect fhit; it i . a good many 
years back. — Do you remember being called 
Into the bank parlour, and asked by Mi. 
Raikes what was yoiir knowledge of this 
practice? I do wot recollect that 1 was, nor 
did I ever hear Mr. Raikes 6;x*ak on this 
sultfcct till after the tenth report came out: 

J do not rcmcnibcr that he ever did. — Did 
you know that' a representation of the sub- 
ject had been made to the chancellor of the 
L|xchequcrby Mr. Raikes Mr. Raikcs did 
'mention it to me since the tfnth report came 
out^-r^Did you know it b’cfote the tenth re- 
port CaiiiC out ? ^ No.-*^In your opinion, on 
the qtk of ’September 1^96, was any of the 
acciyriritB sbewn to you in the pafcr, securi- 
ties tl^Utt the bank of England would have 
dhciUi^med ? I shoidd have supposed that 


niis ready in the haoda of the (reaiqt^r of { fbc Wk would have discounted the bills in 


question, ooless some parricfihr circumstance 
ha^ bm£btied it; they might have been re- 
fused, H the person piwfiting them had large 
’SlisCoutJW.-*^!)© ybii thirtk they were securi- 
I tiles, jSiar, generally "spc^tiigi were discount- 
[itble in the mopey market, or on which 
Lidoney C0UI4 have ticcn pbiaincd.^ Yes.— 
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Do you recollect the distren in the money' bfanch of naval fcrvice to another brtneh uo-. ' 
market ill the month of September 1796? I derdifiefentcomDaUsioftvrsf 1 mean only 4 
do nor.— When you say y.0M suppose these transfer' of the heads of service within their 
ifcutities could have raised money in the own department.— Do you conceive that any' 
money market, Mo y ou speak with reference ' one branch would order a transfer to be mad« 
to the particular distress of the limes in the to another branch under different ctimmUsi., 
money market in Scptem'v'r 1796? I think oners, except in conformity to what they 
thev are very ^ood secutities. and might conceive to be th« directions and iniendoOT 
have found credit if they could have found of the treasury in the case of the' 4th of 
a house in cash to di‘-count them; if there March? I do nor.— Look at the transrere 
hail liten a great pressure, that might have entered in that book ; are they transfers from 
K-eii an impediment— Are the discounts of branch to branch, or ant iliey transfers front 
(he bank carried under your direction ? >io. j-one head of service to anottee within thn 
—Is 11 a separate department ? Vcs. ,amc 'otaneb ? 'I'he first is a transfer from 

yfr^fxartv^’.'ij^ii/StrANDKkwSuAi-r'. Ham- the victualling btamh to the navy pay branch 
MijNij,i<//v. ,• taitu the z^ih oj .vlat, i8o{. of 8,99^]. which 1 have already meotioBedt 
Have you known any transfer to cake place and is a transfer from otic branch to anothcc 
of monies Ic'tn one branch of navy service io branch, under difiTerent commisfionew; lire 
..notlier ? \ have not. except in one instance, second on the 6th of March, is a transfer 

-State what dial instance was i In March from ihe navy branch to another head within 
1797. 80.000I. had been issued from the the same d-partment; the third is on th« 

, treasury, which had been intended to be ayth, of 16,000, exactly of the same nature, 
cijually divided between the navy and the —From tlw minute-book of what board u 
vittualling department; but the .treasurer the extract in your hand a copy? From the 

having certified 48,0001. and a fraction to victuallmg board Did it ever happen diir- 

thc victualling board, and the remainder only ing the time that Mr, Trotter was paymaswt 
so die navy board, the latter wrote to the of the navy, that he made an oflfcial and pri- 
V ji’tii.illing rv)ard to deiiirc tlicy would vate comoiUFiitCsitioo to yoii,6f to any othcT 

Ut die overplus of the moiety to the pay, person with your knowledge,. and fervour 
{iraiich for seamen s wages, under the direc- iofertnation, or for the information of the *’ 
turn of the navy Iward.— Has the treasurer hoard over which yon preside, of the mil . 
of the navy, of his own audiofity, any power state of balances as contra-disiingoishea '• 
of making viicl. traiwiferf Certainly not ; and, from their apparent state, in ord« that . 
asaproolot If, ifcitlicrof thedepattmenttre- yon might ihprchy regnlate your dfficiat 
quire fo have ba: nices wh»k.h stand$Jurider tJic cnmmuiucatio^.^ It bus si>tne times - 
iieads of service under their contrcul. rhesame pened, when (he diffarent offices have bad 
15 done by !•'t^ct from that board.— Was memoriais at the treasury for sums under dtf. 
t.ic tianiilcr in question made by the victual- Itirent heads of service iviihtn^heir depart^ 
linjj board, upon the ippUciftivii ot the .navy ments^ the treasury has issued in exchenuet 
hoard to correct what they understood had bills a certain sum ot money to the treaiirv 
been an error in the paymaster, in ca.ryin^ t4,e ot the navy for naval services; and 1 hav^e i«- * 
directions and intentions ol file treasury into ccivnl a note jr inessaae irom the aec^etai'y 
execution f les waSw-^Can you dcscritjc ot die trs.asury to reiiuest I would ditide 
the manner in which ttie funds tssucvl to the those sutui* to the ditieient depjwrrifieiits, ac* 
respccU VC naval branches are regulated and cofuing to the pressure of their services^ or 
applied by the commissioners of each braijch ? chetJxtent of rhcinncmorials. I never in any 
j lic }^per I now •deliver in to the committee one snstance had any. commuolcacion, /ciclief 
Will .shew the various heads of service imder verbal or by ktier* with Mr. Trotter, orany 

which the aecounts are keptg and wbdRetfer jfeody' acting under hiitig to’ inform .me fliat 
theboar^ firui the hafaiices ottder^^lher;df the navy board could not at any time draw 
the heads of wrvice more thm deem obttbc whole of any baianceJn histoids 

sufficient for the prospective lietv ice, they dt- dcr any of seiyice ihva at any 'Hrtie ' 

rcct the treasurer by Ifcttcr to tianaftf' specific' direciiooa issued by, the navy board to Ahe 
sums from one held of service to treittuicr of ibe navy, fejr the iasue of certain 

nut the treasurer has no autb^ty. wbaeiri^^ of mktfy for' the ute df iharbvanehv 
to lakeTrom one balance and wiyA to an- beep' recalled' tn consequence ofwiy prfaace, 

01 her on his own autlionty,t^]Oo ysou eomimmieaHoil ftain the eccretarirs of tht 
* r place by nrder throvgh Mh Trdttet ? N.>t* that t ' 

of (he board fr^ onehori oiaefvieew|{^m you any 

uic seme branch to aubtherji or Aftom oim ^yitig seen a' nose, bearing' date the 
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cf March i797» treasury c^^ambero/' in the -^Was there ever any delay of a letter of di- 
foDovin^ terms: ** Mr. Rose presents his lection to the treasurer of the navy, to me- 
compliments to Mr. Trotter, and ac'qnainrs' morialize the lords of the treasury for the 
him, that as the exchequer bills are at so high issue of anv sums of money for the use of the 
a discount, the letter for the 200,000!. on navy board, in consequence of any private 
exchequers bills for naval services must be communication with any person ? It is pos- 
uithdrawn, of which circumstance Mr« Rose sible 1 may have been requested by the &ecre- 
"dcsirea Mr. Trotter will acquaint sir A. .taries of the treasury to keep down the de- 
Hamond and Mr. Newland to-daf waa mands of the navy as much as possible for a 
you ever informed,, to the best of your tecol* certain time, when money was expected to 
ieccion, of the purport of that note? 1 have come into the treasury, and thi^refore would 
no doubt I was at the time, bt^ it was not be more convenient to issue ic a fow days 
in my recollection when I aaawered the last hence than at the present time.— Did you 
question— Do you conceive the efiect of that ever receive such communication from any 
note to be to delay an issue from the tteasury other person ? No. — When m^mey officially 
to the treasurer of the navy, upOQ a memorial applied for has not been immediately issued, 
already presented by him, or to contain di-' have you been in the habit of informing the 
lections to delay payments for naval service treasury by private letter of the pressure for 
after funds had lieen issued from the treasury any pairicular service, requesting that the 
to the treasurer of the navy? 1 conceive the money for such particular service should be 
information desired to given tome was first issued or accelerated ?— Frequently, 
only for the purpose of being informed that essse== 5 = 

acme other mode would be taken to supply • ^ APPENDIX, 
the demands than by the issue of exchequer Appendix (A.) — Report of conference nxith the 
bills, as had been at first intended, and which iwdi^ on the subject of permttting loid Air/- 
1 conclude was done by an issue of money milU to be eoeaminect, 1805. (See 

from the exchequer.— Till such mode was vol. 4^ p. 00.) 

adopted, would there have been any funds in Appendix (B.j— Zrwr from Mr, Drummond 
the hands of tho treasurer of the navy out of to the chairman qf the committee ; tn expln^ 
which pay meuts could be made ? Doubtless nation tf e*uideace% daud ^Ihursday^ i6tb 
* there were, and they were taken from the Maj^ i8o^. 

different heads of service to pay such services Sir,— In order to prevent any misconstruc* 

as were the most pressing within their depart* tion which may possibly arise from verbal 

incfiti— Did you in any instance make appii* tnaccoracy in my answers of ytsterday, 
cation for money on account of the navjr I request that the words for account of 
.board by private letter, and was such appli* inay be understood or inserted in all cases 
cation complied with I have no 4 oubt where I have mentioned sums of money as 
that 1 may ^casionally have ioformed the paid or remitted to the direction of his Impe- 
secretaries of the treasury. of any particular rial majesty's finances at Vienna. 7 hiis, the 
, service that required issues of money to the paymcni of i86,oool. and upwards, n»ade in 
treasurer of the navy, which had not been Oct. 1796. was/oraccount q/'thc direction of 
compjkd with, but it n«ust have been chiefly finances at Vienna, but it was made to the 
on account of the paymaster of the marines. Iwnk of BIngland fora diifidend and ch«rQ(«s 
^H.as any money, at any time, been issued of management on the impeiral loan. — 1 also 
iippn a private communication only ? Most ^ish to stare, in explanation of a question 
certainly not.— Has any money beenisfo d put to me on Monday (page Ixxxvi) of my 
froiathe treasurer, without an official appli- txaminarton, i.hat 1 perfectly rrcoilect having, 

. eatjon being first made^aewdibtf to the le- io ihc inonth of Feb. 1797, signed a bond 
gular. form of tha i^c? Never. Jo my jointly, with Walter Boyd and 'Paul Benfiebj, 
knowtedge.<-^Did you ever make apj^catlon for a sum of 50^000!* undertaken 40 be paid 
for money which had not, befoce tipple at Madras, in scar pagodass, by Walter Boyd, 
ed for by public roemoriah or ui>le.^s it was jnn. bvi I did not recollect that W. Mac 
to *give. notice that it would be l^ied f^ DQwal)j, .;R. Houston Rac* and A. Houston, 
J>y public ineiporial? . Nevev.-T'Has the navy wvfo.ialsu jointly bound as sureties for the 
.^Ifoard.Jfi any instance, in ' obnsrquence of iransactaon. .1 have, however, thia 

, ' :iny^mwe,popm with morning. sejpn. a copy 0/ the bond in qucMion, 

: :'Of any oth^ person# delayed givfoe anydi- which sartiffie* me that they were parties to 
. rectiof^ for. payment, or any as$ighnmt; tV hi^ by ito means as paitnera 

time a baiancti su^fifg 10 the io the firm of Boyd, Benficld, and co. for 
. l»0(^:;^ (hetjteasucer ofthe i^ ? N^vef# which there is not ihe slightest ground uf 
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pretence; they fppemr te have ligned the 
bonJt merely as joint soretics to the cretwn for 
the performance of Walter Boyd* jttn.*a c!i. 
gagetnent; and 1 rather suppose that they 
may have executed it at a difii^nt time, par- 
ticularly the last mentioned gent* Mr. A, 
Houston* who, I believe, resides in Scotland, 
and with whom 1 am unac<fuainred. I have 
the honour to he. Sec, Jau Drurnmndm 
Appendix {Q.)^ Letter from Mr. Innit to the 
chairman of the committee^ m explanation of 
enjidence. dated No. iS, Suffolk streett 2o:n 
Majt 1 805 . 

Sir, — On examining my evidence yestcls* 
day, and reconfidering the questfons, f find 
1 have not been so accurate or explicit in my 
answers as I wished to have been. 1 therefore 
hope the commitrecwill have the goodness to 
permit me to amend and explain thcm.^-^-In 
page civ, the words •• hut not to destroy to 
be struck our, and these inserted : and be- 
ing dr livered up, it is in the power of both, 
or cither of the paries, to preserve or destroy 
them, as they may think fit. "-^in the same 
page civ, the words but nothing said about 
deitnyingf* to be struck out, and these in- 
serted: ** but docs not usually bear, to be 
destroyed, for the reason assigned in irty an- 
swer to the last question, namely, that the 
parties may preseive or cancel the vouchers 
as they think proper.*’— In page civ, the an- 
swer, / believe more, to bc struck 

our, and the following inserted: 1 beiieve 
the reason of introducing the clause, and < of 
the vouchers being delivered up, was the an- 
xiety of parties to guard against all after 
blaims and demands that might be made by 
the one against the other, or by iheif repw- 
sentatives after their deaths, if the releases 
should be lost or destroyed.’ —In page cv, 
after the words *• I never did,** to be added : 
■« on recollection, I have knowm some in. 
stances of a factor or steward delivering up 
his accompt books to his employer.^— In 
pageev, the words, I think it nmuldf* 10 
be struck our, and these inserted': do- 

not feel myself very competent to answer this 
or any similar question involving a point of 
bw, I still, 'however, think it would; b&t 
if the releases were lost, or destroyed by. ac- 
cident. and the vouclitrs in existence not de- 
livered up, the vouchers might be made the, 
foundation of a claim or demaild by theparty 
disposed to take advantage of the cireuni- 
stance, or by bis representative/^— Lastly, in 
farther exj^lanattoo, I witli U co be add^ : 

1 know it is the practice of some people in 
Scotland to destroy -the checks os youcherisof 
the acebmpt with their bankers, after the ac- 
compi iiL settled^ 1 have done so myselt/’-r 
VoL, Appendix, i 


It will be obliging, if you will desire the 
clerk to make the above amendments or ex- 
planations, or If the committee will allow me 
to dait in their presence, 1 am soiry to give 
you, sir* this rrnuhle, but I am anxious that 
the answeis which have occurred to me, on 
a more attentive consideration of the queti^ 
tfons, should apixtar on the face of the mi- 
nufes. I hav»* the honour to be with very 
great respect. Sec, Chat, Innh. 

Appendix (D.)— £r/rrr from the commmion* 
trt of the vth(y to the chairman, concerning 
books and documents resptcnug bills due ^ lAc* 

' dated Niny offee, tt^w May, 1805 . 

Sir .—In .insvv^cr to the preopt of the hon. 
thecoimnitiee of the house of commons of yes- 
terday’s.datc, wc have the honour to state to 
you, for the information of the committee, 
that there arc no books or documents in this 
office which shew that any bills, due at any 
tiine*''have been delayed cither to bc paid, or 
to be assigned lor payment from the want of 
money in the hands of the treasurer. We 
are, sir, 

A* A, Ilamond, F, y, iIart*welL N. Legge» 
Appendix (Ei) — Extract ftom the cath book of 
Boyd, Beufield, and co. 

Appendix (F*)^—lFri/s f privy seal, from the 
year 1760/0 the present timep for passing and 
' auditing of public aeccunts, and Jor dtscharg^ 
ing 0/ accountants, dated Privy St al Office^ 
i^th hfiay l8oj- 

GeorieCnnvilk.l H» 

of the exchequer, and to the auditors of the 
imprest now and for the timiwbeing, and to 
all other officers of the exchequer, to pass 
and audit the accounts of George Crenvitle, 
esq. treasurer oi the navy, of all sum and 
sums of money which he hath received, or 
shall receive, for the service of Ids majesty’s 
navy royal and marine alfaits, notwithstand- 
ing any preceding accounts of former Trea- 
surers may nor be passed ; and flic commis- 
sioners of the navy are to examine the ledger 
books of the said accounts, and, if need be> 
to correct the same, and subset il)e every page 
thereof which shall be allowed by the auui- 
tors and other officers of his majesty’s exche- 
quer. Dated ' May 1761. 

Lord Barriog-IA rimilar warrant ’ for 

' * A. . „ I 


too. Accounts to ^ 
be passed, I 

tord 
Accounts 
pasa^ 

h 


j>rd Howe. 1 ^ 
counts to be > 

1^. ' J 


lord Barrington’s ac- 
counts to he passed. 
Daieil i5tb July 176a, 
similar warrant for 
lord Howe’s -accouitu 
to be passed. Dated 
4th Dec. 1765* 


- 4 , 
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A similar warrant for wr 

SlrGllberrKIIlQt, I riilK^r* Kllinr*. Kar* 


harr, Accounib ^ 
to be pa&scvi. 


Wclborc Kll 
esq. Accounts 
be passed, 


j 

Sills,! ^ 

Its to I 


't'hc right hon 
I';aac B.4rre. Ac- 
counts to be pass- 
ed. 

Henrv Diindasy 
esq. Accounts Co 
be passed. 


] A similar wai 
right hqn. 1 
accounts tc 
Dated M 


Right hon. Chas. ^ 
'lownshend. Ac 
counts to be p:iss> | 
cd. 

Henr)* Dundan, ' 
••-q. Accounts to ( 
be passed. { 


Gilbert^ Klliot's; barf, 
accounts to be passed. 
Dated April 1770. 
A similar warrant lor 
Welbore Ellis, esq.'s 
accounts to be pjssed. 
Dated iith July 1777. 
A similar warrant for the 
IsaacBarre’s 
to be passed « 
May 178a. 

A similar warrant for 
Henry Dundas« esq.’s 
accounts to be pas.sed. 
Daicd lothOcfi 1782. 
A similar warrant fot the 
right horn Charles 
'ruwdshciid's accounts 
to be pas*icd« Dated 
April 1783. 

A similar warrant for the 
said Henry Oundaa, 
esq.'s accounts to be 
passed. Dated aSch 
Jam 1784, 

His majesty's warrant to 
the commissiojurrs of 
the treasu ry , cha mber- 
lains, and other ofli* 
cars of the exchequer, j 
now and for. the time | 
being, to exonerate and discharge William j 
Wyoiiham lord Grenville, his executors, ad- 
ministrators. and assigns, of and from the 
sum of 2,0561* 7s. 6d. pare of the sum of 
5>365l. issued to him from the exchequer for 
secret service^ abroad, but which never came 
to his hands, William Vernon, the person 
usually employed Co receive monies at the ex- 
chequer, having absconded there a uh* Dated 
31 St Jan. 1800. 

His majesty's '\varrant to 
the commissioners of 
the treasury, ^hanccl 
lor, and under itica 
siirer, chamberlains, and other officers and 
ministers of the exchequer, now and for the 
time being, diiecrtng and commanding that 
the right hon. Henry Diinda-s, treasurer of 
the navy, his executors^ admini’^tratorS, and'^'j 
assigns, he exonerated and discharged from^ 
'accbun^ing for the sum of 24,$^ 61. 6s.‘ 
due from the late Adam Jellicocto thepubhe* 
Dated 2 rst May 1800. 

.Appendix lQ,)-^Hai/-fay to effictrt of his ma- 
j^ty*s 9tavj\ paid w th« second tnasssrship 0 / 
lord hUlvslh, Ninss account* 

Appendix (H.)— !ht of.^h^^datos of the pay- 
menu on the loan ncfftciated ht Nov* of Dec* 


1.0Td Grenville,*) ' 
^lo be discharged/ 

* from a certain sum ^ 
issued to him for 
secret service. 




Riqht hon. Henry i 
Dundas. Dis- y 
charge. 




179^, end of the loan negocidted in April 
1 796. 

Append IK ili )— hetnjceen lord Melville 
and Mr, Trotter^ FeL 1803. 

To all and sundry to whom these presents 
shall come: wc the right hon. Henry Baron 
Dunira lord viscount Melville, some time 
treasurer of his majesty's navy, and Alexan- 
der Trnifcr, esq. of Dreghcrn, paymaster 
of his majesty's navy, send greeting. Where- 
as, for several years past, ihcie have been 
sundry accounts, reckonings, and money 
transactions depending between us, the ac- 
count of vrhicn have lately been examined, 
adjusted, and agreed upon between us, and 
u|H>n ^uch examination^ settlement, and ad- 
justment, there rcmaitied a balance due from 
the said AMander Trotter 10 the aforesaid 
lord viscount Melville, of t,$8ol. ns. id. 
sutling money, with which final examina- 
tion, statemeftt, and adjustment, both par- 
ties declare themselves ^^crfcctly satisfied, and 
do hereby approve of and ratify the ramc.* 
ami they have either mutually delivered up to 
each other, or resolved and agreed mutually 
to cancel and destroy all the vouchers or 
other memorandums and writings, that at 
any time heretofore may have existed, parsed, 
or been interchanged between them relative 
to the said accounts, and the different items 
and articles of which the said accounts are 
composed or consist; and they have further 
resolved and agreed, mutually to release and 
discharge each other up to the day of tliC 
date <»f these presents, for now and ever : 
therefore, the aforesaid right hon. Henry 
lord viscount Melville, for and in considera- 
tion of what is above mentioned, and also lor 
and in consideration of the sum of five shillings 
of lawful money of Great Britain to him in 
hand well and truly paivl by the aforesaid A- 
lexander I'rotfer, the receipt whereof he doth 
hereby acknowledge; hath, under the reserva- 
^tson and saving hereinafter-mentioned, re- 
quired, released, and for ever dischaged, and 
doth by these presents, for himself, his heirs, 
s&ec utora, administrators, and successors what* 
••oever, remise, release, and for ever dis- 
charge the aforesaid Alexander Trotter, hii 
heirs, executors, administrators, and succes- 
sors whatsoever, of and from all and all man- 
ner of uction and actions, cause and causes 
of action and actions, saits, debts, dues, 
sum and sums oF money, accounts, reckon- 
ings, hdnds,. bills, notes, specialties, cove- 
nants, icontracts, controversies, agreements, 
pepmises, variances, damages, judgments, 
eiTtents, executiaita, claims and^ demands 
whatsoever, in law and equity, which again&t 
jthe said Alexander Trotter ht^ the said lord 



t*vHj ' 'VJ^f^khxStliOS.^enthiQthlfavain^. : 

^riscount Melville, ever had, now has, or that all doe and ordinary execution may be 
whidh he, his heirs, executors, adininistra* direertd herCoo; and for that tiFcce they con- 
tors, or successurh J^ercafter can, shall, or may stitute 

have, for, uj)on, or by reason of any matter, their procurators. In witness whereof, these 
cause, or thing whatsoever, from the begin, presents, written On this and the two prcccd- 
ning of the world to the day of the date of ing pages of paper, duly stamped by Thomas 
these presents ; saving nevertheless and re- l>oigc, clerk to Messrs Spottiswoode and 
serving from the above-mentioned release and Robeitson, of Sackviilc-streec, in thelibcny 
di'^charge, and the effect thereof, the atore. ot Westminster, are subscribed by the said 
said sum ot 1,4801. ns. id. which the parties, and to this laM page they have hcre- 
arore*>aid Alexander Trotter doth hereby ae- unto respectively set and affixed their *cmI.sv 
knowledge to be due and owing from him as follows; vi%, by ihc right bon. Hedry 
to the said lord viscount Melville, as the ba- viscount MeUilie, at Melville castle, in the 
lance on the aloresaid accounts so settled and county of Mid Lothian, on the jSih day of 
adjusted between the said lord viscount MeJ* of Febrihary, in the year of our lord 1805. 
ville and him the said Alexander Trotter, as before these witnesses,’ Thomas Pocknall, and 
is aDove-mentioned : and he the afomiiid 1‘homas Mathews, both his servants; and by 
Alexander Trotter, for and in consideration the aforesaid Alexander Trotter, at London, 
of what is above mentioned, and also for and on the ajd day ol February, in the year of 
in consideration of the sum of five shillings . our Lord 1803. before these witnesses, 'fho- 
of lawful money of Great firirain to him in ( mas N^'ilson, of the navy pay office, lx)ndon„ 

• hand well and truly paid by the aforesaid f esq. and John Spotriswoede, jun. of Sack- 
Henry lord Viscount Melville, the receipt ville street aforesaid ; the place, date, wit- 
w hereof he doth hereby acknowledge, hath nesses names, and designation to the execu- 
remihcd, released, and for ever discharged, tton hereof by the said Alexander Trotter, 
and by these presents doth for himself. Ins being inserted by the said John Spottiswoode, 
heirs, executors, administrators, and succes- jun.w.Signet1, sealed, and delivered by the 
ors, remise, release, and for ever discharge said Henry lord viscount Melville (being first 
the aforesaid lord viscount Melville, hts heirs, duly stamped)' in the presence of us, wit- 
executors, adrninistraC'^rs, and successors nesses thereto, Melvii. le, (L.S.) 

whatsoever, of and from all and all manner Th 6 mas AtfX. TaoTTKR. . 

of action and actions, cause and causts of hoHtas Mnfhi^s, . {L.S\) 

action and actions, suits, debts, docs, sum Signed, sealed, and delivered by the >aicl 

and sums of money, accounts, reckonings, Alexander Trotter (Ixdng first duly stamped) 
bonds, bills, notes, specialties, covenants, iu the presence of us, witnesses thereto. ' 

contracts, controversies, agreements, p|:o- 'Thomas fPtJsov, Johu Sporiisivoodei 

iiiises, variances, damages, judgments, €x- Appendix (K.) — AntxtHaftum the bo^h of 
tents, executions, claims, and demands wbatv the hank of England of all duafts paid to the 
soever, in law and equity, which against the order of AhxawUrTrotur^ r/y. as paymaster 

said lord viscount Melville, he, the said Alex- of (he na^y pay office^ dated in the months of 

aiulerTroitcr, ever had, now has, or which Augutti*&rptfmhfr^ andOetoher 1796. 
he, hU heirs, executors, administrators, or Ap^iendix {L,)^Account of money , ^c, tvi 
successors, hereafter can, shall, or m:\y have, rAyed And paU by the Uea\urer of his majes^ 

for, upon, or by reason of any matter, cause, navy, on the head of “ Victualling/* 

or thing whatsoever, from the beginning off fratn^the ist to the i^th of April 1 805:. 
ihc world to the day of the date of these pm- Appendix (M.) — Receipts and payments he- 
sems: an^ the said Alexander Trotter Umh tnoe^n the istand s\st fannary ; the 
hereby testify, acknowledge, and diselarc, yight hm. liaivy Dundast trrasurer. ' 
aui that notwithstanding any thing herein- Af^fulix {N.)— T veasury minute, respecting, 
before contained, he doth still fcinain in- faymnmr and treasurer of the navy, FrAay 

debted and owipg 10 the aforesaid Hfriry ^d March 

lord viscount Melville ill the sum of 1,4801. Appendix Applicable balances 

1 IS. id. oflawful money ot Great ^Britain, in the hands of the tAasarer oft/se '»ayy.\ 
being the balance of the aqcounts finally ser- Appendix (F.)*— /.ez/fr" from the commissioners 
tied and adjusted betvteen him and the said ' of victualling, introdneing the thne /ellr^ing 
lord viscount Melville, as hereinbefore is • acentnts of n^ctmlUng hills vohtch became' 
mentioned; and both the parties aforesaid due ist ii79jb, X797> and butnuhith 
consent to the regiscration hereof in the bocks nstere a^t paid on the days they nspectrvAy^ ^ 
of council and session in Scotland, therein toj became duo^ dated VUtuallwg Office, 
lor ptcseryaiionj, or, if necessary, | Ma^ 1805. 
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I Money I Append!*' (P. 2^) — An aemm ofVicrxfA^* 

1,1 i|n Bi i^Lf nabicb bknme 4 m U the jeM 
17970 but •mkkb werg mt p<iid on the dajg 
tb^ respictivety became due, on aceonaf tf 
their not being assigned for nvani of mon^^ 
shewing the amount f eath bill; the day ^ 
which it was due ; the day on which it ap* 
ptan money was reeekted for its payment;, 
and the. day m nubkh the assignments for 
payment took place* Dated yKtuuiling Office^ 
loth May lies. 
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S ApHI. 

2Z 


7 Apriil 8 April 
- - llO — . 


(z May] If Ma/ 


7 April 8 Apnl 

12 — »4 — * 

21 Mar« 22 ,Mar« 


7 Apriil Ip April 


- Ui MarJia Mar. 


7 April 8 April 
I Mar. 22 Mar« 


^ 7 Apr\l\ 8 AprM 
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AoMrant ttf BILLS. 

Wbca OttS. 

Money need. 

J 

1 

£* 


1797. 



2 

— 

5 



97 

5 

4 — 



69 19 

11 

11 — 

22 April 

24 April 

16 i 
6 — 


'S -- 



390 II 

3 

5 ~ 



588 — 

— 

ij — 



114 11 

4 




*83 - 

— 




It — 

— 

II — 

22 — 


17 10 

— 

16 — 



1,000 — 

— 

>5 — 



393 I 

— 

19 — 



5 *3 

6 

20 — 



69- 

9 




40 — 

6 

18 — 



>3 5 

— 

6 — 




— 

19 — 



76 8 

10 

16 — 



17 8 


20 — 



648 19 


30 — 

12 May 

13 May 

121 3 

4 

29 — 

3 — 

s 

24 2 


30 — 



29 8 

7 

29 -- 



80 1 C 

9 




181 6 

8 




tS 6 

11 


i 


100 — 

— 


1 


22 12 

1 




I9I 15 

4 




291 14 

I 




28 4 

8 




28 4 

8 




86 2 

0 




14 — 

— 

I May 

12 — 

13 — 

14 2 

— 

29 April 

3 — 

s — 

76 8 

5 




16 7 

8 




19 15 

— 




162 10 

p— 




S 5 

— 




65 3 

II 




111 11 





.13018 

— 




. 22 16 

6 




^ 145 -- 

— 



d 

195 *5 

— 



la 

103 ~ 

•— 




22 3 

8 

30 — 


13 — 

14 2 

4 




^ 6 





16 14 

7 




* 5 

— 




i 14 2 

4 




1 L *9 <5 


1 May 



li — 

— 

17 April 


5 - 

. 5 * “ 


29 — 

m 










cxxix] 


tke\lOA:H«piilRcp9H. 





Wfera Du2* 

Moaey'lUt 


£. s. d 
29 14 ; 
14 10 f 
9 18 — 

1797. 
r 29 Apil 

3 Maj 

m 

78 8 P 

no — — 

2 May 
29 April 



•sj 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 
i 1 

12 — 

13 — 

27 12 

— “ 

20 — 

27 — 

IZI 7 9 

— - 

3 — 


11 12 9 
Si 17 — 
23 >3 8 

27 10 s 
71 15 8 

J 9 3 2 

* 3 + ij S 
621 

i6 I — 

10 

2y 

1 1 f 

12 — 

13 — 

80 19 4 
3* 25 5 
31 10 — 




3 « i 1 6 

62 5 6 

37 6 8 

8 15 ~ 
50 3 4 

500 

758 16 — 
*4 

6 — 



31 

114 II — 
48 2 11 

4 19 — 

7 — 



4j 18 — 
29 17 8 

40 3 — 

8 — 



*5 3 — 
4*9 *0 3 



178 10 — 




321 18 



■■ I [ 

700 

65 f z 6 
87 lO -7 

• 



• 43 *5 
>49 ^ — 




2Z 4 6 



■ • f . 

27.10 4 




103 c -- 



. ' 1" 

72 6 — 


, > 

■ 4 V 

20^-— — 



ST 6 2 

9 

- 


23 16 8 

2 . — . 

•f , 


43 * 4 — 



. ' # t 

81 It 6 
59 5 4 

3 :^ 


’ . ’i 

•• . } 



Vot. 
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Appendix (P. Aft acc^u^i tor v al- 

LING Bills •wbffh became due ,iu theyem 
1 798j but ntihkh njeen kU paid Mr the days 
th^ Tfifeetivefy became dut^ w tuetd/ii ^ 
ibeie not beittg anigwed fir wuf tf money { 
sbeweing the ameunt if each hdi^ the day an 
•which it ^as due; ♦Ay eu •tohich it dp* 
peart money nant received fir in payuieni; 
etud the day ou <whkh the atsignmentt fir 
payment took plate* Dated l^ktualling Of* 
fice^ toth May 1805* 


Amuuiitor bTLLS. When i>ue. 


59 16 — 
te> t I 


m ^ 


f** A 1 79®* 

438 April io Aptil 21 April 

- - ,9 ~ 

,*6 — 

4 ■— ^ 4427 20 April 7 May 
^268 I j 5 May . 

6 — - 28 ~ 5 


S4 7 0 

ti 9 3 ' 6 

10 4 o 
50 3 3 

*338 

30 IS — 
65 4 6 



i,Goo ' ■ 7 ^ 1 ^:.* 

,30 — 

23636 8 4 sj ~ 

$00. ^ 26 ■ ~ 

'ID 10 — 30 ~ V / 
TV 630 — 3 May 8 • - 

SOO^.TT, 1 — . 

“ ' 

*■' * I .1* > . 
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XBPOET PROM TUB PBtccT cpMMiTTBs onehand. and tbe hal^i^ which may then 
UPON THfi elbvbntH WAVAL repoet, remain unexbai>st«d of fhr «um granted for 
&c * — Ordered f 9 he prUeted %\/tb Jw J 805. ttie naral auppUeii of that year, on the other 
! » ■ n band-; ami the camptratler of the navy^ ac 

The Select Committee to whom the Elercnth the end of that , month, communicates the 
Report of the commissioners of Naval £n- particulars and result of this comparison to 
quiry reacting. The issue of navy bills the treasury ; in order, in case such balance 
for the purpose of raising money ; loss aria* should appear to fall shore of the necessary 
iog from the mode of paying the interest j or disbursementa, that means may 

on navy and transport bills; and money be used for making gocKi the deficiency.— » 
imprested b^ the navy board for secret na- About this period of the year 1800, ira|>- 
val services (except so far as the same vt- peared th^t ihe snms rrmaining unapplied of 
lates to circumstances cohnecicd with the the grants for naval services for that year, 
issue of looioool* for secret navifl servU amounted only to 3,433»023l,; . and it waaf 
cfs) was referred have agreed upon the computed that the detoands outstanding, or 
following report, (o accrue btfore the end of the year, would 

YOUR committee have taken into consid* probably amount to an excess beyond that 
cration the matters in the eleventh report of ^um, of a,5Qo,oooK The excess, in facr, ^ 
the oommissiuoers of naval enquiry, referred did amount to 1,522,5891. 6s* 
to them, in the onier in which they are considerable pate of the outstanding demands 
stated in the report ; and have called for and of courseoomiiaied of navy bil)a, which, uu- 
.examined such persons and docurneufs, as der the law as know stands, are made paya<* 
tht'y thought necessary for the elucidation of ble ninety-daya after theit date* Of the ac- 
i ix transaciionsj^ concerning which it was their cruing demands, many were such as must be 
du y r<> report to the house*-*-They tmert in Mid for in ready money, if the remaining 
thr minutes and appendix hereunto annii^x^, oslance of the naval supplies of the y^r had 
the whole of the parole evidence given before been applied to pay ou the navy bills thea 
them, including, teth tlte questions put ro becoming due, there would not have been 
the persons examined, ' ao4 their answers. Cash left for the necessary payments in readv 
and <d.so, copies of such writtcu doedmema moiiey,-<«*-Parllajment was not then sitting. It 
1-dd before them, as seemed marerial for the had been prorogued on the 29th of July to 
consideration of the house.— tin submitting the 7ih of October, and on that day to the 
this body of evidence to the house, M.seems urK of November, when it met for the dis- 
to them that they discharge; in the mosi ef» p3?ch of business.*^If application had then 
fcctu.1l and satisfactory manner, the mpsi been made to the house of .commons for a 
cs^cn(ial part of their duty; but they have liew grant in aid of the deficiency in.question, 
also thought it proper to introduce ,tbdt e« V money could only have been obtained by 
dcnce with the foUowtng stacemcnr, rehiciva. R foao*^ or by the issue of exchequer bills un* 
to the three hi ads of investigation containi^d dec Ri vote of cfedir«-.*-lt appears that the re- 
in the said report of the commissioueJS of Ration, established under the act of the 
naval enquiry. |7th Geo. IJ[1. «, 26. limiting the term of 

1* With regard to the first head,, iniisuled pyment or navy bills to ninety days^, had 
in the eleventh report. ** issue of navy bills been adopted; with a view to remedy fhegrear 
for the purpose oi raising money : Xr ap> disadvantage which had accrued to the pub- 
pears that the supplies granted by parliament He dnying the lares period of rhe time, when, 
for the service ol the uavy ia the beginning, term of payment was fifreen months,., 
of the year 1 8oo, found^ on the usual csri* ^der the previous act of 43. Geo. III. c* 
mates, amounted to the snm of sjiR 5^1^,5791*. 4^*’ I period, owing to the great 

X3S'. rid. and in the beginning^ofi^ol Segmentation of dur naval expenditure, those 
to the sum of 16, 429, 537!^ os. is bsfls having been issued to a very large ex« 

the custom of the navy board to colfect, hfot, bad Men depreciated so much that they ' ‘ 
from the dificrent departments to which the tfould not be discourvted, or converted into 
expenditure for naval services befongCt About wh, wiihoirt a fos|SQmetimes of 14!* per 
the month bf Septen^ber in each year, cent, or more. The mtedm months bills bore ^ 

rials for the purpose of enabling tl^i% by aa iatQie&CQf cm}/ 4U per cenu^^This evil . . 

accounts of the ootsranding demadda* and ; > - n ^ 

comfiurations of the farther expe^*^ 7 " ^ ‘ ' 

to be incurred duridg^tic reinaitting pa^ (y , ' ^ r The limfoiihtlie act- is. three ca- 

the year, ip form a pompaiisoo between the tendar months; but, prpbably for he sake 
Aggregate amount of such Ontsianding de-^ Of nniformiiy, the bills have always bccii^, 
mands, and of those fikely to accrue, on the | made payabk at ninety days. 



•’emv] : 

'Hid been still gri^i^eV'i^der the former ctnirse | bilU ^fp -to he* glv€o to paynienr*— •The 
with regard to tiav^ bills wbeo therto wat no pastShg' of the act 57 Chro. IIL t6, since 
fixed time or obltj^tion for their paymenv which alt' bavy bills nave been made payable 
' The hddera then dii:pended^ eilticely on the at the short date of ^'days. having put an 
, discretion and convenience of government end to soch depreeiations, the commit- 
for the receipt of thetr money, being also tec believes/ been timvcrsally feh, and ao- 
only iiuttoled in the mean time (afler the knowledged to have been a measure of the 
first six months) to the like interest/ at the utmost benefit in point of oecortomy. To pre- 
late of 4I. per cent, anbom ; atid ^hese vent such depreciations was the principle of 
bills having been accumulated to-a vast thajt iDtasoTC.— When it wa^ound, as has 
amonnt during the Americah bore a been already stated » in the month of Sepicm- 
discount of from r 5I. to upwardsof .18I* per bet iSci^, that what remait.ed of the grants 
cenf.~They were afterwards upon appropriated for* naval services b.yond what 

, terms calculated Qb ibeir.acmaiViilud to the would be required for rtady-money pay- 
holders, at the time ot fanning rneht^ Was hOr siifSclent for the discharge of 

the first introduction of bffls payable in fif. the bills outstanding, if b(*camea matfcr of the 
teen months, they suffered little 6f ne^dcpfC' utmdsc importance to consider of some me- 
'tiatton and they, had thts- advantage fn^ thud df prcfidding for their dbchargc, by 
Ihe length of their term of paymenfr, that which the practical advantage of the princi- 
(though money couW be demanded for them pic might be preserved, wiihou* iramediarely 
at the end of (bat period) if the fopplies ap- rcsartihg ro j^irJiamenr for a fresh grant of 
propriated to naval services shbuld fall short naval supplies ; f >r it appears to have been >i 
, pfthe deo^uds during the year in which the opinion of penohs cminetulyqnaiiiied ta 
they were issued, it was almost certain that form a satisfiicwrv judgment of the matter, 
fMitliamenc would meet before they bchame that any additional pailiamcniary grant ac 
due, so that government would chat tifher/ whether the money should be rais- 

means, by a parliamentary graofv of' making ed Under it hy the issue of exchequer bdls, or 
n farther provision lor the payment of them. oUtenvise, woald have been acrended with 
—It is ptoper, in this :place» to mention, the veiy disadvantage which iht measure of 
that although the grahts annually made by the nfoety-rfay^bills had been cakuUted to 
parliament for naval services, form a rpcClfic prevent ; s» "sacH exchequer bills, or other 
sum adapted to the amount of the estimated govermnent securirics on which the money 
expenditure for the year, yet the acroal ex- required in that case must ba‘e been obiain- 
pence; and the amount of the debt wblcli cd, would, in the opinion of those pervons, 
mav be ccniractcd, neither is nor can be* have bome such a discount or depreciation of 
• fixed, but nvay exceed the grants to fotr V’alucv ;«s must not only have greatly enhan- 
tctit which roust necessarily be commetistefo ced thl* expenditure of the navy, and that of 
with whatever^, may be (heTmouAt of the ex- an other public departments, but alio have 
cess of»ervices beyond what had beeir foreseen proved highly ii^urious to the monied inter- 
end included in the previous emmaces, and eat of the country, and to the public ar large, 
of thecxccss of tlie prices of included i—Under the circumstances which your com- 

in the M tmates beyond the rates according mtttec have thus endeavoured to expldin, it 
to which those estimates had been formed, was determined, by the principal financial 
— While therefore' navy bJU had ho limited depaftment of govern menr, to propose to the 
time of payment, there could be nbunjjverd-^ hOldem of navy bills about to become due, to 
able occasion for a fresh supply of inoae^/j% accept of fresh bills of the same sort, made 
ing the course of aoy year, ^yOnd what paya^e in like manner na those they might 
been granted for the navsd sCi^lcek, oft that leaving it 

year, unless rha very imprbbab1C;oecttflf^ce' optfon to receive^ if tht-y 

bad bappened'bf the grant foiling payment in ca^h according 

' demands necessary (o bd paid Vtth iCadyllfg^i fo fheobitttation o( the original bills : public 
’ nfef y and the same obsi^vatiOA'^appItes fofhoi hpdee'ot' SviaoptioA was accordingly given, 
ca^e of ij-roonths^biUs iiF butsbis vciy o|r- >iTy %eWed'^biUswereacc^^^^ 

■^umsiao^jejt was, whfofi Wal V decHUientaf old ones to a qtmsidcraWc extent, 

to (he public imerestf by operating aa ibe the ahfoont of the interest dueon the old bill 
, jwrincipafeatis^ in producing the deprds'ratb heiht in the principal sum made 

OhsaboVe^mentibnedi and th(rmbycmaneii|g bayh^ ae days from the 

logovefiimenr; m^fhe propehlon Of oeiv One, immediately 

de^ecratiom, tbepdeesofm} oocpf, thaf^foijrpefson hsWng accCpced such 

mAvf and victuiUihg lot whidi dUVy^ x. tcihewed bill, who should afterwafde have 
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occasston for rrady moine^» had it in hi* intraoce* ,tht navy board thrm<(^!vc$ procured; , ^ 
p>MPer to dispose, of ii^ like any holdtf of new bitlii to be negociared for the pUrppse of 
any ocher navy bill, for the fall amopm xpe^ paying rha haiders .of the others with ca^. . 
cined in it (these bills never having sufPered In both cases,, a longer credit was obtaini^ c 
any depreciation ;) deduetiilg only Ihe inner* for the actaal discharge oi the debt, for . 
esc which rematnei to acerne b^t^weeti thd which the original bills had been rhe sfci^ , 
time of his convertibg it into cash, and the wy, without any depreciarioni or addiitdnail 
time when the bill so discpnnced was to he* eham, beyond what arose from the mrrd 
come due ; and it cannot but be supposed lenguiened time of payment, and* in the . 
that many ptrsoni found it convenient to act ter case, with the addiiion of the per cent-: 
in this manner. — Still, however^ thougb age allowed to Mr. Co)d&.mid. . Tnerefdne, 
many holders of ^o-day bills had avaiM as, in ^m, tjie limirailion of the ^ dA)t 
themselves of ihe opportunity of exchanging w^adbeted Id in lx>th casts, so, in cAccr, 
them for new bills, it was found Ctat t^ itebenj^di princip!^ that. . re- 

amount of bills outstanding and bot'oj&im .gutation^had been e>fa.bH^bcd/.was obtained 
to be exchai'ged, was considerably beyotid In bpe(r«^AsuccessiW ts'i>tte of bills, in the 
the di^sahle part of the unexhausted aup^ manner and fbr the purpose aboxc stated, a:|w 
plies of the year : and, upon this ditcoyei^', pears, by ithe acedunt No. 4. m tlie appen. 
the treasury determined to issue other nSvy dix tp the dVvenib report^ to'' have con<* 
bills, made payable to a merchant , of the tinned from the 24th of October tSoO; to 
name of Glenny, and afterwards to the house the 7th of March iSot. Of course, such^of . 

I of which he was i^artiier, under the firm of them as were issued between the commence- 
Donaldson and Glenny (soch bUls being mem of i$Qi, amithedacr last mentioned, 
still ma ^e.p4yable at 90 days after the daw ;} must have been paid off before the month, of 
and Mr. Goldsmid, the gcnilemaii tyho'had fi^ptembef in that year.*»-!n that momh a 
been long ilie agent of goveritm^ui In the pe* .similar mea>ure was rcaorted tOj, on account 
gociation of exchequer bills, and other bu* bf a, like deheiency, as on the former occa> 
siness of that nature, was employed to die- ^sion, in the riavai grants of that year, , as 
pose of those navy bills in the usual way in emnpated with the expend it ore.-*On the tst 
which such securities arc turned into cajrh,’ of ^ptcipber 1801, the sum remaining in 
and to place the money received upon them' the exchequer, unapplied, of the grants for 
at the disposal of the navy department^ in naval services for that year, togeihc‘r with u 
order to he applied to the diSchar^ of such balance in the hands of the tre.ourer of the 
of the bills falling due, as the holdcri^ were navy, and also i,oco,o(X?L paid to him out ' 
not willing to exchange agaihst renewed hills, of the vo»e of credit^ amounted only , to 
-r-Those bills so negociated by Mr. Gold- .2,803, 8jcl. and left a deficiency, 
smid, were disposed of ' by him, not ionly according to the estimate then formed, of 
without loss, but with a trifiiiig advantage above 2.060 ,ocof* Thcactual excess of t x- 
to the public, as explained in his ' evidence penditure during the three i^maining momha 
given before your cofiimittcc p,} and with no of the. ycifr, appears to have been 2,363,131). 
other charge for his service ii^ the business, 14s. oJd.^Parli ament in that )e.^r had beeri 
than the usual commission of 1-8 per cent, prorogued on the ad of July, and was not 
which he has been accustdmed to receive asiJemmi^d for the dispatch of business till the 
from government lor negociating exchequer a^th of Oc^her, after intermediate proroga* ' ; 

will be observed, that, s6 /afas itionsoit thoJSth of August, the' 1 5:th of Sep- 
old bills were exchanged againw . 'new ones, j tembet; and the izd of October. — For the 
or paid oflFby cash obtained 00 tJw! ijtegoda- dcfWl of the Cituses which produced ihe cx* 
tion of new ones, no navy debt wi» cesfbf di^bursemeiits and demands .over the 

• the new bills, in fact, oSy repwiciilSi^ lidd*^ and supplies granted at ibc 

becoming the security for ' that ,whw*:&>4^ tes^tifre cpmmphcffnenfs of each of the 
been created by the purchase^ or yearaOrSoi and 1802, your commute 

CCS for which the old' bills, whre ^eriTC-td lefsr to the evidence.— They think , 

i$j>u$ed. It will alsoboobsei^edjtjb^jid tHlty ft siifildedr hei^ to aratcin general, rf^c the 
dif&rcnee between the. two c*ccs, oiP;Wthl«^V mp^ Joelddiitg in tjhe fixed sum of 7I. fiee 
changed for new ones,^ find ^hose oif by^ inaiv^pfer lunar m {from which 53. is de-* 
means : of thriicgbciatidaof 4uatcd in, the firsif instan(:e a, id pat<i over cii 

that, in the first inStamiO, ibe^bolden^f otdtiabce, Jeavvwg 61 * 158. j>er man. 

old bills accepted, iuf fieo of ibc^oa'ry), all the navy aoU victualling 

which they could; and probably orteif ldid, stores fti. the yeair, whatever may prove the 
ncgociate for ca^ ; and c^, sior^ shall be 

p 
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thcf 7th af Xfarch il^oi, and 1,300,000!. be., 
^ween the 9th of September i8ot audche 
ctL of- AUy j8oz ; the difference arising 
from raking into ihe larger account ihc fresh 
bills issued from time to titne, as others which 
became due were paid off.— It appears, that 
the measure of issuing the navy, bills in ques« 
tson (how. or by whom soggesfed, seems a 
matter of im^rtance) was authorized and 
directed by rhe treasury, both ar hrsr, and 
on the occasion of each subseguent individual 
itoUe; and, with regard to the conduct of 
the treasury 10 thaf resect, the considera- 
t^ft wjl^cb h^fe occupied the attention of 
y^r COi^mitccc hJtWbcep— ‘how far the mca- 
sure was e^jpedieot and beneficial to the pub- 
lib; how lar it was regular, in whaievrr 
aaui^ that word is to be understood ; and 
boia far ie was strictly legal. As to the con- 
duct of ^hebavy board, the only material 
c^ect of attltnUon has been, how far they 
Wens justifiable and lawfully warranted in ex- 
ecuting the ofdcrs they received from the 
tieasury, direct them to carry the niea- 
sbio intOsC$iCl»««*^'rbc commissioners of naval 
ei^Uliy have stated, ih^t this transaction ap- 
p^r^.io thefn ♦♦irregular, that the circum- 
stance of inserting 90 days interest in the 
bills in question/’ (to which bills one of 
thpse gentlemen in his examination before 
yotir commltceq has applied the term it>;titi- 
ousj had been adiied to give them ilic scni- 
bliflce of regular bills, hut chat there was 
this e«!H;ntiaT difiTcrence bctvveen them, 
that rher^ular bills staled the particular 
**" kind, df stores, or set vices, for which they 
k‘- payment, chctc bilU expres- 

U .aed'^onrly that they were for mndry naval 
With regard to the queition^ 
h^w far the^nteasure was of urgent expedicjicy 
aj^d beneiii to ite state, your committee have 
iW mprc ttixiqus in their investigation, 
hi ^osequence of the following passi«ge in, 
thij eleventh repofi ^t was certainly pro- 
(he public credit should be sup- 
but we ^feannoi almi,t that this 
ncGcs^ary for 
wtw the validity 

r . 

. . illJlSi ,>b"Jfupds were exclusively 

fqr payrneiMt, of go-day bills ; 

it in' the 


for the. 

[^nusiU^ Ypi^by qu 

' ^d piiSfl by go-day . 

v’,'?!?*® i»C<^$li%4bIe part o 

i/taj^ltvir^ CQUIsebe . 
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procured, must necessarily render the Correa 
plmdonce between the total amount of their 
uctnal cost, and the pro|x>rcion 'allotted . co 
fhein but of the grant so calculated; very pre*. 
carious and uncertain; and that in fact the 
prices of some of the most material of tltosc'l 
articles had been, at the periods in question, 
extremely enhanced, in consequence of the 
lupture which had taken‘place between Kus- 
tki and. this country.-— The rc^hons which 
have been assigned cayour cbmmiitee fot^ihc 
first adopitois of the measure jn I800, bWc 
been explained. 7 he continun^bo of the fe. 
sues during the ensuir^ year qp ibohlji 
cf March,! mast he refern^ to Ihe li^bwn 
state of public affairs,, both;' j^itd Au 
lAestic. in the first months of ciiat yeaip.M 
The particular sitoatfon of affaf^, iti coiise- 
qoence of the negoesarions fof depend.' 

‘ iug in the month of September 1 801., appears 
to have rendered it extremedy unadvi^able,] 

, in the opinion of those whose duty it was tq 
judge ot that matter; to resOrt at tha^.peijod 
to parliament in order procure a loan,, or 
the issue of exchequer biJis. for the jpurppse 
Of obtaining the money wanted for thC; dis- 
charge ol the navy bills then falling, dde.*^ 
Those negociatiofls coulinued through luhirly 
the whok of the period (from "the qtb oh 
Scprvfliber 1801 to the of May 1^02) 
during which the latter ot the iSsueVio ques- 
tiou to{)k place ; and Mr. GoldsmU Im iii- 
fqimecl your commirtce, that; during the 
ncgociations, a loan coUU not have b^h 
tna<i« but on terms less advftntag^us, by rhe 

diffidence of fram teo.ro tw 4 vt^*r,ccm;than 
those on which it was aficfiwaras'coiidtlded. 
-r-Tbo resyseettve estimates of the nai‘y 
m.adc up to d^e ^\bt of l>mri)her in the y^^ars, 
iBooniid I Sot, wcre.ib ihenwal way, kid 
bcf<ac pailiamcnts and t^im'itciAoTeach 
contained, as usual, an account bf t^ navy- 
bills then ouisundingi iiidudtngaf each pe- 
riods chose oegociated by Mr..^G6ldsjn)U, 
but without diatinguishibg thiiiinffbfO ocHcfs. 

— Id ibe estimate for tHe year 
thcse^Usc^^inebtipned biih' were 
having of course beep alialid " 

estimate ms prepateA^Wkti j 
whole amount the billa nej 
Goidamid ftam she a4.th.0f C 
the jihofiMay 1802, 


MHliViUon of tnc Kimw!ifMa^|'*'iMti 

th,;, though 

wlucb tt>^,^«ecuit^ 41^4 

cst period^ i, «y»fectlv to di« i iiBrits' ‘K’t^ 
port u.'4»3aa«ogh the tuitt ke«aS{it i^ii^ 

to Aeduobal^of tv thdiSbih jP# 

rew rtwk mo«!4hs«C2,»d0;^: hikAe BMefil,aK>*wibn 

ScOiOpo^^pwe» the 44tfcW qe^^ hprtf % . 
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Hie expressions fMndispen^bljr necessaty/M hsve th<^ himself du:bbn«ed to da««^tt 
in tfle passage just quorcd, and absoliitrly may be ^proper here- to observe,, ihar Mr# 
necessary/' in the evidence of' did comptrol- Gpidsmid'arvideoceis oF a posit tve« that of 
ler of (he navy (inserted in No* t , p. 4pB> of the cotnmhbioners ot a negative kind ; ail4> 
the appendix to the tith report) must be UA- that, as they urotlld. have considered atiy, 
derstood to mean politically necessary* or^ io eommtinicarinn of the sort in.qucstion as ir-k 
other words, highly expedfenc and benefiCi- relevaot* it is very possible that it may have 
al ; for it cannot be supposed that* on such a been made* and yet nave escaped their atten# 
subject, tho&e expressions could have been tioti; especully at they have informed the 
intended in the more strict and accurate tcbsq committee that what Mr* Gbldsaiid said« 
of physical or moral necessity, — Respecting whije under exammation, was extremely dif- 
the urgent cxpeiliency and public bei^fit of fdsivo and digressive ^ and tc is also very pos* 
the measure,* the commissioners were.mxi^d that w&n his answers cancie to be k»rm^ 
of the opinion of ihccpoaptroller oFibc havy> aRy'reduced into wriiing* he may have been 
as ap}iears by his evident^ j^st refprred ilpvriHjng to jHopeyse*. ihat what^he had 
Your committee have heard^ and recited: fasted as- hbfbuions and^ppinm favour of' 
in the minutes of the evidence tnk^ bd^, ii^^nieasfti re* should; be taken down; rightly 
them* his confirmation of tbatopiniotij with concetvmg^ that the cominUsioners were the 
the reasons on which it was foTunted# best judges of the extent of ihetr duty* and 

have also heard* and rrabr ted* the opinioii the proper . objects of tlieir int^sttgation, 
of Mr. Goldsmid to the same bSeot^ ^$1^ This exj[danaiton is countenanced by Mr. 

' ther with his reasoiis ; and likewise dm optfii*> Gpldsmid's declaration, already referred (o» 
ions and reasons of Mf.J^ngiahd Mr* Vah* ^hathedid not think hinwelf entitled ** to 
sittart* who were secretaries to treasury order them as to what they should think pro-* 
at the respective periods when, the, g|er 16 lay be fore, ihe public*" — Bucwhaccver 

issues took place. Mr* Gbldsisiid fia^ bciCn ihiV have passed between Mr* Goldsmid 
examined* before the eommissidnen;* oh those and the commissbners* your commirtee 
facts of the transactions which fell within his Cimnot agree with the commissioners at ^ 
knowledge; and he appears to ypar commie* to ; the irrclevahcy of tlic question of 
tee to be a person peculiarly qualified to have thO expediency and utility of the measnrd 
informed them of the* circumstances which ^whlch they were investigating* to the object ' 
might have induced the adoptioo qfthemea- ;of the report which they were to make u;vm 
sure, and also to have formed and delivered it* If they thought it ibtir duty vo form 
an opinion, concerning its expediency* in a and report aa opinion, that the measum* 
financial point of view.-^That gendwan has whatever department ol government should 
stated to your committee* that^c did at^Ur appear .to be responsible tor it* was so irre* 
ally communicate to the commit^k>hcrj|| in gular and (as the context of the report seemt 
she course of the conversations Which took ^to im^y) so little consonant ^co law* as to bo 
place between him and them after he wa^ fit matter to be submiited* on that account* 
sworn, both hW opinion on the subject*, a^ to tlie cpnalderadon of bis tnajesty and the 
the reasons on which that opinion was found* two houses of pariiament* your committee 
ed*-«»-On the other hand, two of the submit tO;,the house* whether they ought not 

aioners who have been examined by, your t^lso to. have enquired fully into every circum- 
Committee, have no recoll^tipn of siich&m- stance which inlght have tended* in respect 
municaiion having been made; .and one of of expediency and utility* cither to jWltify* • 
them has declared, in |he mhst expitax tqtmsi extei^ate* or (as the case might have been| ' 
that he does not believe that any CQ^r to aggravate ^ die bUme beionging to* the ' 
tnonication . took p(ace«^Ydor ad^tjoii pf sUcH Wru^gular or illegat measurq 

•however* coHeci, from the ^Xhe commitee think this was the more in- 

^ose ctfmmbsiDners, that rWey d;id think thec6nl6iWsioucis, as they did* 

it their duty to inve^Higiie thj$i part 6f the ib. ;deg^»: inform ^ thcmsidves on the 
subject ; and that; in their opmiob# reported 

formation cbnCerning it, would rhe^inton cq^ming ir* which has tieea \ 
mevelant toihc ob^ qf^lh^trCl^hbibs* 

that they would not have inerted irini,^r g^rHy* that word is certainly of no very * 
proceedmgsi^ unless the mtaminabthlai die measure undoubtedly ^ 

fered it evidence/^ and i^ijrM ft aastlif<^ by Mr* Long, new; and Mr. ‘ 

beiakehdown tutaparcof ^Yansktart# urhen the renewal of issues like 

which Mr. Gdldismid do^ not'i^ppekr io ihW tm tbefi suggested to 

have done* nor (ashehasc^reisly stud) 46 him* observed* thait such a mode appeared 



to fitm irregular, 'If this desoriptk»i| was 
meant to apply ^ t& the form or lati^a^ of 
fhe bills, your Committee do not tind ihiir 
tho form in which navy bills should be 
dAwn has ever been the subject of any posi 
five law : the form in use before the statute 
of 34, CYeo. IIL c. zi» was, loiaQy dtfirrfiit 
firotn. tha> fVhich has^ sinoe obtained ^ and», 
lieitfaef that act nor the subs^uenttUut^. 
of 57 Geo. IlL, c, 26. prescribed any par- 
ticular form.' ft is irueihst in ftejbilla: is. 
sued in the course of paiPhent to ddhtrac^fs. 
merchants, tradesmcii, it is thecuatoik 
of the navy board to tnenibn .the commodify 
or service for which irb moeida biR 
when issued by way of impre^ in advahcb# 
they are in a more gCMlal form t vW *' 
tng for sundry works performed by him to 
*« majesty’s ship so that the forip 


used in the bills to Gletiny, and .to Donald* 
son and Gtenny, bejng^ asstacbd fo sith 
report; vis. On accopnt of sundry fsfi^) 
Krvices»” was not more general than 'that 
last-im;ntioned, except that it did not hold 
out a semblance, which would not have been 
consonant to thefactg bf ibeif having been 
is^ucd for service^ pcrforrtied by them.*— If, 
by irregularity, is to be under$tbod the cir. 
cumstance that the bills fo tinesfioa were 
made payable to persons whb were not acta^ 
ally creditors of the navy board i Jt |a to be 
observed, that they 'were drawn ' with the 
view and for the '.purpose of the payment of 
bills for which stores had supplied, efr 
services performed 2 and th^ the noMets ol* 
any other navy bills after indorsement, , are 
no more creditors of the iravy board, in re* 
fc fence to the, actual supply of stores, or 
performance of services by themselves^ than 
the holders of*the bills indorsed by Messrs. 
Donaldson and Glenny were.*— lii b^h cases, 
she money is due on the bills on account of 
naval scores or naval services originally for* 
nished or performea ; but not turnished or 
peifcjuncd, in either cam, by. the holdeta fo 
w hbm the payment^ U fo be made.’ €%s 1 die ^ 
whole, therefore, it apptara to, ydinf 
mitt^e, from the ctrcu^stiuipes t|^ 

• in question as they 
plained, that (he words^ obsc^ira 
the cQinmissionera of uayal 
tainid a true descriptfon of the 
tion on account of whaph^tbe; kf 

sued..— The lemamrag qtk^iipa oa< ^ 
jecc of tliose bills 23,^, whectier It ,^s 
either fqi^he navy, beard fo obayitbe d|m* 
lions (Kmufy^ir^ fbf, , 

direcribhs 

is 10 bdimeryed, that thaf;:waml irvP 
f^wr> as appUed by the commissioners of ^ 

t 'i 


naval enquiry to the transactions, according 
U3> the probable interpreiadon. seems ta 

your committee to convey the impression 
that they considered ct.em, in one or ether 
of those respects, as contrary to law. — It is 
certain, as has been before explained, chat 
the navy board may contract debts and issue 
navy bills on the, teems prescribed by the 
staeute 57^ '^eq. III. to whatever amount 
(beyond the extent 0/ the sums granted) the 
executive government in their discretion shall 
think necessary; the exercise of that dis< 
emdon being of cuurso subject to the subse- 
quent ^lew and sanction of parliament, 
when the mwy debt comm to be laid before 
them, as it must uiiavijdably be, in order 
that prevtsidn may be made for its discharge. 
,«r-It is ^question,, on the present occaMon, 
wbcdHtr the-M^^ debt incurred during the 
Guinmby the years 1800 and 1801 re- 
Sf^tiv^y,*,I^C3id the amount of the re- 
sp^eive gr^dts of those years, was con- 
tnu^rd on suffideni ground^ Having been 
contraefod, it seems to 5 our committee, that 
the treasury, as the sapRme financial depart- 
ment of the government, was the natural 
and only authority to direct the navy board 
as to the best method of providing satisfac- 
tory secufittes, consistently with law, to the 
eiedifoia to whom the debt so contracted 
was due**— l"he commissioners of navr<l 
enquiry state, that they do not conceive the 
navy board can, without the expvess authu- 
rity of parliameor, issue bills to raise money 
to be applied to the service of the navy, or 
any orntir service; that, not being aware of 
any power in the navy board to draw bills of 
the description of those issued to Glenny, 
Slid Donaldson and Glenny, for the purpose 
of taising money, they had sought inform* 
atton from the comptroller of the navy on 
(he Subject, and that be had referred them, 
for the aulhofliy under which he and the 
navy^bbatd had acted, to bis majesty's order 
Mn couucU.in June 1796, for regulating the 
^ofieab^^u leveiel members of the navy 
boards 1^ so the patent by which they are 
appol^ndVaiiid that from those documents 
no; s^bi; authority b derived.— In another*' 
[parfrb'f ^thf their second head 

epqiii^}rtha. cbminMoncia states that the 
^y b^^d, h^ theif patent of appointment, 
araa^iptiad to follow such orders and in* 
may ffom time to time re*, 
foom. fbh fo^d high admiral, or the 
fiir cxecoong the oflSca of lord 
fogbnd»||lil«f9r i[ha time befog; and.that it 
iW^m^r'ihat rh^ are amhorkBed to 
a which may bagiven id them 

by. any. other dt^Mmcnt of gomoment : 
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and fhfy sfCTii^ by another part of the gas- j tee submit^ that they cani^it discover any 
sage last referred to» to have thOiight it elea^ fair ground for considering th&m as ilie^al^ 
that the effect of the patent W9,s to place the cither in what has been previouily siated re- 
navy board ” exclusively’* under rbc xon- lative to the particulais of the transactions; 
troul of the admiralty ,l-Y/>ur committee or in the evidence they have received, or ia 
have deemed it necessary to call fpr the pa,-, any statute or rule ot law with which they*^ 
tent of the oavy board ; and also for .the are acquainted, 

order in council of the. 3th ot jMne .i7pfi; , *i‘he commls&rdners of naval enquiry 
’^and the order or letter of imirttctiofia from have iotititled tjje Second , hisad, in their re* 
the lords of the admiraljty to. the navy ^tird ^oft, ^ loss ariaing from the mode of paying 
of the 17th of August 1796?.; and they ftqd the imer^t on nivy and transport bills." 
that, in the said patent,. besid<» special I r^Youf con^mittee not deemed it ne-. 
directions therein contained, by which the ?ca$iiry enter into much enquiry, in ad di- 
board are commanded to follow such lfi-/,ttoa 40, thifir which the commissioners have 
stPictions as they shall at any tjme reociye thoughtfit to institute, with regard toa suh^ 
from the admiralty, there are gct^ral clauses^^ /cct %yhich does not |ppcar to your commit- 
empowering them to do ^ all things, apptf*. to have aeqoi,rcd the very particular and 
•* taining to the principal pjf&^rs^^and poor- elabo/ate. ipeestig^uion they have bestow^ 
missionersof the navy to ahd guot- house have* before them 

ing full power to the comiiroller tp f^dns^^Sfifel/by and viciuallit^ 

the duty appertaining to that pfice, V and, consttuedans which 

, which was, or ought to hay^ .'^ji per- tiicactef 57 CSco. Ilf. 

formed by any former comptrwlef of thi. and if aJ^o appears, that il:c navy * 

«* navy, excepting such parts thereof as by board, t6 long ago a^ tW i 8ih of December 
the patent itself had been entrusted to ihe ;,| 80 addpfcd tfl'e praj?tice which the vic- 
board at large, to be conducted and ma^. taalHhg board had previously followed, and 
navjcd by them in such manner as the ad<- Of tyhich the commissioners have ihemsehea 
miralty should direct, and also jSO®b as c^*ni^iuee will thercibre 

should thereafter, by warrant of the ad-^ tate the libehjf to, di^rpiss this matter, with 
iniralty, be commii ted to the care of any ip'niyj two observations i' that in a ques- * 
other person or persons."— Ic should teemji .donjepneerniog ^he true construction of a 
from a view ot those clauses, tlvatifUJias been the commissioners (probably through 

customary for the comptroller bir navy board in^vcr^ncyj have, not accurately stiLtd the 
to act under direct orders from the ^/easury;^ prbyjsloti Qt.rhe act ; their words are, V that 
a conformity to such us^gc is rather:, sane- & is .thctyby .djrcqitd, 4hat the bills sIiuH 

thnicd than prohibited by lhcpaf«>t/ai.' least ** be made payable on a certain day to he 
your committee have not discovered any *V<^xprcssed in each bill, which day shall not 
where in it such an express prAhibitibni or be later, than tltree calendar months from 
exclusion of i!ie authority qf the treasury a>> ‘f *bc date tt'crcof.^nd tbatevi-ry 
would render the exerche of sucli aujtlioi^iy^ ** ftiicb btll shall carry an interest after the 
if conformable ro usage', contrary to law'., rW &f„^'‘id. per cepjum per diem, to 
And as to thcui»ige, it was in cb5p^eif)it<f ’ >/ the dale of ' 

fore before the commissioners of eich bifl*"/' But* the words of the acrarc, 

quiry, upon the examination of thi^l which day $haU net be liiyr ihap rhn-c ca- 

tredkr and secretaiy, that ific nayv’-^arti |?ndar r/v of such bill j 

had been in the col\sja.Bt pfa<;|tice of! iiceiv>. that.cvcry such ,bill sliall carry an iiite- 
ing and followiog‘dir^<^ns ffo^,l^Vjr)^ji^|i^^ ®f 3id* F** centum pt r . 

sury, without any comtpuhiearioii ^ I h^w^rds 

oj^ders to the ^miialty.; anif a^e iddeed, '• that ihern- .. 

from thq^ minutes hereUj[)fol,^^^^Apgt‘ commence framtbiday, &c." 
evidence nas been given, stated by the com- . 

the same effect, l^dTore youf' cpjliiaitl^^ ihat 

Your cominittec have. th«a st'at^l. Baye beep siisiaincd By she 

occurred to them af i^ter|a^,,li^|^Ve to* the overpavpicut on 

l-^guliiy of the iransacnonstaf^M ascii^cefj^e. .^^^ ^hc 

the comptroller and the navy ; 
question whether they are bpynl br ihef iqirB drCeccnibef tSbr;, wdl be found 

authorized 10 obey qfd^rs, i^yc^bcch calculated by ‘fpe comnds' r nrr* 

matters, supposing tl^se .oi'derfi {toot considerable indcjedjt beyond ' 

'*^hich they may rccefve from thei triiasury. its rcntifnbuAf. 

--As to the onlcrs themsftvcs# your commit- ‘ *» , * 

VoL. y ,’^Apftndix* 0 k 
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" ^ITr. On the third head in th^ reportt of thniized by the first lord of the admiralty, 
the cominivsioners, which is intituled, mo- and with a knowledge that the cx^nce 
*• ni7 impressed by the navy board for te- thereof orx» to be defrayed^ in the first in. 
*• cret naval services Your comitaitiec have sr^lnee, by the comptroller of the navy ; your 
confined thfmsdves, in conformity to the cx- eoitiitiitrae aVpid entering into any discus* 
•eepiion in your ordet of reference, to the sioo, referring solely, in addition to what 
l^sue of 16.000I. for a secret service, which appears in No. 13 of the appendix to the 
*iWakes rhe subject of . the second question and eleventh teport, to the evidence contained in 
an^fwer in the examination' of the Caitl of St. the minutes and appendix hereunto annexed j 
Vincent, No. 25 of’ the appeddlx tO the cle- having inserted in thie ap|iendtx such part of 
venrh report. — fhe CMuiissipiiefs haVe ta* the correspondence On the subject, as they 
kr'n notice, in this ’th#;<^se, of an have understood eonld be laid before them, 

iJiuissioii in rhe order dr leucif Of instftrc^ withoutthedanttr of itvealing what it might 
lions from the admifahy to thetfivy BoaHV bhinctmvcnieni lor the interests of the pub- 
d.ucd tjth AutfusY adSbavo ttc 10 "haVc disclosed.— Some variances ha v- 
** that this umi^on Should be rectified, as been obsertM between the expressions of 
** tlvey are of opfuidn, that* it; is of coosi^ thU^eftpy df the letter fh>m the comptroller 
durable importance, thar iiutseitfOfarsdbbY of 'the ttavy to ' the Commissioners of naval 
^ dinatc hoards should have p^cise lnfdrin- the 30th of Nov. 

•* atioo, not only of the extent of the the order of the house 

thority vested mtherd, but of the tfuthWily of »ne ^qth of April last, and those of the 
. under which they are to act." — Your com* Itttcritelf, as it Uppeats to have been ac- 
inittee have already lUeutiotied, under ihY t^^lly sent to and received by the commis- 
firkt'head, what has oCcurmd tq^m in ge-/i«wefa, and which was produced to your 
iieral, reladvc to the’^power of tfilf firc’a^Sry/ wmiaittcu by one of those commissioners, 
to give directions to the navy bbjlrd,^aUd'ilh5‘ yOur committee have thought it right to in- 
dury of that board to dbty tnem: both, in the subjoined appendix; and 

tdly the order of cduticiP of 'fiih of jfupu the examinations taken by them relative to 
'1796. does contain the clause omitted irt*t^: that Glrcumstance^ form the concluding part 
^n^tr actions 6 f the' 't 7th of Augustj btit: df the itflnuteX of the evidence. 

, your committee have 10* observe, that ibe' ' ' MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

board of admirMcy; m'/thelYaald fettef ^ H^VAr/ar^ai/w/fea^/'RicHARD Alf-xander 
instruction's, did ekpitssiy State^,'thf$t tbeor- NatsoW, rry, Sit^farj to thtna^y boards ta» 
" der ift council had direc»cd Ujiaif ithe several hn befirtjke ComruHtet oh the Eleventh Naval 
arrangements* suggested^by fhe^ (of Which Iht i^th 0/ 1805. — Do you 

the clause in quesaon forniSc^i panj Abiild rumeifiber any instance m 'which die navy 
te adopted arid carri^ idto.'ekecutiimil^ refused to comply with direc- 

Vnafin-t as t|jcy 'shdutd Judge 'proj^Vr lectfived from the lords of the trea- 

that they had inclosed ihereyvhfi a eo|w of *ttry^ Not any.— Have you found in the re- 
tlu- said order in codncir.for ’the cdwis of the ofike, before your own time, any 

^ , formJtionbf thdWv^ bd^^v\ Ih wfUifiiet^ . instill^ No. — Have you 

fore be for the cpm^idetttton .of tt^ hoi^ fdoked back 'to the' itcoidt with that view ? 

’ whether suiTreiehr^dee wfi hot thttVgij^^ Now’if^Have you often occasion 10 refer to 
.fotlw: navy boayd of the condition *«.ihat f*®^ other purposes f Yes.— Did 

»* secret services iJiffe to be perforiiKfd oiiM ydu^Vio looking over the books, ever find 
•* the authority of :the fifttf lterd -pf '^ea^f ‘byArd^^^ the treasury to the navy 
mfr Ay and Jhiit bch Oqudit^,'|jli^ugb b<^“pyioV t6< your rime> Yes, several.— 

; hot repeated in iWiustruic^i<^ |i|^b;r9er0^bbtti orders from Ihe treasury to 

* made part of rhe' ptah fn your time? * Yes, a great 

admi rally itself, and sau^i|fi^' any instance of •either of 
' Of hii majesty in ’ih^'.oeiiA dfsobq^d? None, to my know. 

, ihoricy the whole Uf ihC*pmn^ long have you been secretary ? 

• ‘ August VhiOB long have you been a.*i 

'/qujfriort, toTv^^ bffictronhbte^ January 1779.— 

/ . apimied, "was saii^^nbSfW au^ ydu bcbu aH that time in the secretary's 

dpffif -^si bit it was formerly called the 
; • Nbte^r F>b0> a Mistake, dieifei]|l^ acts; Ofllce^— Had you occasjon 

^ ^’pfeined in ^iilc yfid wi» & that but before you 

of «he wi»seciifaiy, ldkttowdyth^ 

^^*^^?^ ^** -**^^^* ^ to fittd 8r. from the treasury to the navy board > Most 

^^enr, at 14,000!. of the orders came iuto the office, and there 

. igSi. , ■ ■ 
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I saw thetn.-rOf whi^ natuie wc^e thoie or* | ' August 1799, with thoflUlpaM for jfce same, 
dcr* •from the treasury to the navy board? arcieWsinthesame months in the ycAr idco/^ ; 
On a variety of subie<Ht.*^Did.an3r of them which pa^r I beg leave to produVe* 
relate to the perfafinance of naval services? Thi examinattm 0/ nr AnokkW Snaps ;* 

Without doubt they did.-«r.Could they relate HiAMMun]>, iaru cnmpinitUr^f ;ke ' 

to any thing else? Formerly the navy board taken the zqth o/Mifjf ^805. 
conducted part of the transport aeryice«*-* Did Do you know at what time in ihe yf‘ar ' 

any of those orders relate to to the issuing of i8op« there was Sitfii a dc^icocy of 
navy bills for the purpose of raising ii^ey f in the hands of the treasurer of the navy, for 
I never saw any such order*-«Wotfld such the discharge of demahdifpr naval services ? 
orders as lasr^menttoned poffie necesaarilv to About the . {^ginning, of Septendier ' j ^00* 
your hands from your situation iu (be office f ti^.con^ideiiDg they sbms chat retnitioed to 
If they came in the Hsoalna^^>oaf: t abloid coioeinof th^aupplfes of that yearV it ap-. 
sec ihcm^-^ Aw pot orders pf a speciat naturw prared that the expenditufe bad larger 
frequently directed to the comptroller^ Yes* than was expected Jn the early part at' the 
frequently.— Would orderiof a special nature^ yesf, and upon an et^timare «f w^ha^ was like- 
directed to the compcroller^ necessarily come V warned to the end of the year* 
in the first instance intp your bauds?, thcfn apj^red 10 be a^ deficiency of about 
they would nor.— Would th^ afterw^s .,su5oo»QOoUr^Wa$ that comparison , made by 
come under your observation? YeSf gfter tJte you as of the navy f . Ves, and? 

set vice was performed* collected from tbo diferehi departments-'-^. 

The examinatm ^JoH N MAhSH, made by the dtsire^f any of his *Ma-. 

sinner ef the •uUtsiallmg ? I ratheublnk it was made. , 

of May, I Sof. scemiaries of the c reasury,. 

Can you state what was the incfease cll^^^lK^ I^ me hr information on 

prices of victualling stores m 

1800, compared with the preceding been, made by you to. 
about what period of the year , the rise |lm\)pirds or secietatiea of the treasury on, 
place? 1 cannot state with piecision.,^. 10 th^t, subject? I doii^t. recollect there were 
the increase of the cost of provisions lb tbu< anyietteia passed on that occasion., but ic-wax 
year 1800, from that of the pfjtcediqg yeart rpy 4^' the treasury if 1 saw any 

bur, to the best of my recoU^ttqn^. somcfvt^ nrmpect of the applies not holding out.— 
them were, in many instances/ umrar tl^ J^ad ybu in point of fact .informed the trqa- 
double the price of the preceding, . with i WF#. .whci^/ {^ letter or otherwise, pre- 
resp^c to the period of fbeyear^jt Jvibufiy^ *«> Ibad.-:T^W)icn and to whfsm 

nothing without relcfti^ to w WjSijj^ given? X believe iCr 

the purebaaeit were made fropi^ tijnjlft. 'mots giv^n to: Mr. tppg and Mr,. Rose, ccr- 

as thcexigences of the service tiinly..40. WH und'^it iik?;^ bmh, in 

—Have you made any estMmit^ of pa« of jlepmmlfc^' I believe, or 

crcajsc of eap^diture^Qf^v|) peruke ip in 

year 1 Bqq, in consequence. of of this inforiiudioa, that )'UU 

price in the victualling fey af^Outics to make this 

parison of the prices of Vftido^ -^cp/Of uWif^ IPO*t bkcly was.— 

provisions purchased |o Ofid W estimate^ what was the 

1800. was toward»>i^;.bifi^t from the 

of the laifer year iaouroP^^, 1 bad cenaioly frequent comma- ^ 

copy, which I beg IfgVjp 10 the treasury, 

what occasion ^as .ijw the measurp. df renew- 

ihqold 8uppDte,ia,cO^<^e]i^'^$f;^^ ^idg^pg^wag’^itdoned; - and i ' was . asked, 

dressed^ me, objection to the renewing 

September 180©,. 
have my. opinion what 

Sion of the exceeding, m ] 9 o;‘t*^icln.— Wha^ ■ ' , '/ 

panment, (rqm' rhif ..fj^ting, ^ wbeu^ ' 
xn Janeaiy of ihp prepflOj^ t)M ; 

;• 1 Wy;40‘%tyca«fmVr that any pet^ , ■ 

of Sept(!^t% 1 8 pqj, i W^fc^Wieve^Attiey . wert? 1)otb. preseji^t.^. 

ton 

provisiogf , hetwio^/j^C ist illd ceive 3 :fcei!l jb ueasvry thhaebj^^t i K' 
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l^ter from Mr. L 4 %« dated 7th Sepfemb^r, 
irtiiifkeci no.2, in the ap^iendij; to the' i rcb 
report. <-w What answer did you return to that 
letter, and what was done in co^^ec]ucnc'e of 
it? If was put iocolmnnediateexecotfoii by a 
letter from, the navy board, written to the 
. tre^ufer of rlie" navy, to request hl^ Would 
Httok up a nmificatbn in his office; that sucH 
^ehoos as thought proper mi^ht be. accom* 
modaled with new bilta at ninety dm, in 
dischar|[e of those beeoming^ dut, until' for^ 
ther or 5 cr.— Were my bills Jrenewedtin 
aequence of that notice stuck upf' Yesy a 
great many. — To what arnoiint! I jeiilly 
eahnot speak froth fitemory> thts ^couht 
may be had upon applieaiiottuo the navy 
board.^ — Arc the bills wM^ .werd^l^n in 
tonewal of others, included iU^ %e a|^hdt^ to 
the I ith report no. ^ \ 
plicatioil made to the 
by any Ivofdcr of rtkvy biiti 
for payroedc Without rtorwal witlf^ash^ ailerj 
tbisnotice.was stuck Up? I never heatoyltat 
there tt'a.5 an/ applicaudu to the triifasQrer of ^ 

Hhe nav);, uor could there any occastoii fex^ pdlffij^of those bilk?' Mf. GoldsniiTl iiiform- 
Such apphearioh; as tlkise whodid ^ot wish, ed ine, a fid the commitrefe of accounts, that 
for -A fre^h bill reteiVed tbe am'md^ ih ctf0. If^. bills were made out to any prrson that 


-Was there any cowtttoniesiuon frorti thu 
treasury to j m* 'feiqWctihg tbfc issue of havy. 
bills lor other purjfi^ses ih^o the xen^l' of 
iorincf navy *bills? Vest I had' the .ilikc 
com mdntcations* with the setfetariejyvoT the 
treasiir/ oh that; measure as'cm tito fdfmeriA 
^'henliad ypU the fitat corntfiuotefticn 
ithc treasury re'spetiriog rheis^ut^of latter' 
bills? ' Some time prcvious^id, the 
ber iBoo; when f stared that there ^w^fe 
|)erscu$ who re^^ui|^6d\ro have fheif bi^.paid 
in cash, and tnat theierore the/citou^sruuye : 
of renewing tl»e bills would 
exigency of the service ; add ^hif: 1 

the greatest national. tfi>t/tooncyl 
should be forthwith ir^cd frbut the .ip^Sbry/ 
if it^coiild be dbhe, to j^Vtoch'bilk tteh 


comijDg d«e,:ito ’48 t0:pireyit%i^ to ithfch cime I do not re- 
ef thepreicm'^ddVsihto»Ol^^iye^>dfe^ Glcnny, and 


diteredif ('itttd I 
•w!(| nurfcrtsinfd^ 

,'iDoi«'UiWi<S 'or''^,«Wrl-;» 

3idfficknt'to „ . 

'navy,.*btcti acjKWJlJ; 

;5l.' 

your If N^Na 

W ' 


I HW the secietariei of the tieaiar^' previoos 
to that letter; and was informeeb that sifeh a 
measure would be adopts. 1 was consulted 
upon the measure, as I had been on the 
former occasiem y and the issuing of mew bills 
as, mentioned in the report, was agreed upon, 
^Whatwas the mode agreed upon between 
you a<^d the secretaries^ of the treasury, for 
carrying the measure into execution ? 'J'hat 
navy bills should be made out to any person 
that Messrs. Goldsmid, the brokers employed 
by the treasury Tor disp(»mg of exchequer 
bilk; should appomti which brokers were to 
pOy the amount into the hands of the treasurer 
oi the navy;' for the discharge of navy bills 
becoming dae.--;Jn‘ consequence of receiving 
the letter No. 6.' in the appendix to the 1 1 th 
r<±s^,.:,did you make any application to 
the subject ? No, to 
.fbft 6f fecollection they were directed 

Mv* L(^g t0 dome to me at the navy 
pffice^-^Wheh / Messrs. Goldsmid came to 
y^at tbO navy office^ what arrangement did 
y0li|ptalt:e with them for the drawing and dis- 


wodd pur them into his .charge, he would 
ItdlOrdiatcly pay the amounr, or such pare 
Jthcreof, to the treasurer of the navy, as was 
iequtted for cariy ing on the service of dis- 
cwgtng the mOet) -day hills as they became 
dtio;^ abqietote.^ on receiving Mr. Long's 
tetter :JUoi|^6,yioo,ck>^^^ of 500,000!, 
nieuUohediin that letter) in navy bills, were 
ma^ pial in the hamc of Mr. Cornwall 
SmaHy,jwho,>happeriing to be in the ( flicc, 
had pressed his name to be made use of; 
Ll^utrthc firkt'^day he having signified some 
ehjectioh on account of the dealings his huu^.o 
hw wkh the board, Mr. Goldsmid having 
p^r^Spasly had a conversation with Mr. Geo. 
Gl^ny; he proposed the measure to him, and 
'Mr; Gkuny toixoduced hirqiielfto roe for the 


Mtr weto, 4 cafr<^t 5 d^,itid»iH!w onestssu* 
George Glcnny; 
theset bIJte weto delivered 10 Mr.,, 
the navjs. board, 
ac^dwi^glnjjg^lhwiW ioo,oool, and 

war# wrote tovhSni in cbnsequcncc 
in thq adpeiidix to the 1 rth 
^re 4bi|isarticiiiar objcciions 
by Mr. to^h3lV;iirg hit name 

bilte? Mr. Slually »wtcd, 
th^ :4tou^defkbte dealings with 

fi^Vd; hb paithers Werd of opinion, 

clash 

with btf Ollier gecbttiM;i.«.^Wea. there any a« 
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greement made betwren you and Mr. Qold* them tn their office.-wgy whotn was the 
smii^. as to the form in which the hills vtrcfc change from the name of Gknny to the firnl 
to be drawn? No— What was the reaiion of Donaldson ind Glenny first su ingested? I 
for introducing the )^ords •' for account of cannot charge my memory, but I heiiere it 
sundry naval services/' in these bills? As was by me; the rfason was, that 1 conceived 
these bills were to pay other nihety-nijtie day that it would ii^ some measure hide the ne- 
bills issued for specific naval purposes, if cessity ^idjieh government were then tinder^ 
judged proper that these bills should .eitpiess because tbe housc of Donaldson andClentiy 
that they were for sundry naval serviceit — had many victutHing btlls passing chroogfi 
Did the navy board continue to issud other their hiiids for services performed, and I in- 
nincty-day bills for the current serf ilte of the dividually had none; and therefore the bills^ 
navy, during those months thrv were deliver- <^hcii in rpy hame, had a novel appearance in 
ing those to Mr, Glenny ? Yes, otherwise it the ;market*-j— Was not the change made in 
could be no accommodation.— When, were order to give the bills the appearance of moro 
these bills that were issut-d to Mr. Glenny regular bills? That was my meaning. — Was 
paid, and out of what fond ? They were re* your first communlcatijon with sir Andrew 
gularly paid at the end of ninety days, when Snape Hsmond on this, subject an accidental 
they became due, out of the grants of the tn* meeting? ^ ltiwaiL-»'Yoitr impression' is, that 
suing year; none of them became due tilt tbat hieertngtcmkplace at can you 

January i8oi.— Since you have been comp^i sey ,w!iefe'? * I?d, J cannot. — Can. you say 
irollcr of the navy, have yon known of any on what day f I think it was cither on a 
bills, whether ninety-day bills, dr the fifteen* Ffiday or ^tqrday ; lor on the Monday we 
months bills, or bills payable in course', dis- the navy ofiice,-^When4,. in conse* 

posed offer the purpose of raising m(mej|l>e- Mence of what passi^ .between you and, sir 
fore the year r8oo? I do not. know raat Andrew jSftafjc Hamond, you first spoke to 
any bills of any of those de^riptfbns . were . Mr. Goldsmid, did you find Mr. GUdsmid 
ever issued for that purpose previout, to OctOi' . already apprised of the subject f He eer- 
ier in 1800, — In the eonversatioda which lainly was appdased of ir.— Vvas the appoint- 
you stated yourself to the commtssionch of ment for the meeting in consequence of any' 
naval enquiry to have had with the first fqrd desire of sir Andtew Shape Hamond, or by 
oftlic admiralty, concerning the bills issued to ah arrangemchc of Mr. Goldsmid? The 
Glenny, did you receive any direction irom, appointment was certainly of Mr. Goldsmid'a 
or were you authorized by him co drawthe. makiogt because I could not make an ap- 
said bills issued to Mr. Glenny? . - {lOrd pt^ntment for Mr. Goldsmid without*having ' 
Spencer was fully apprizcil of.lhe dlAqiilcIcs seen hlmf-^'^ere you not aware that these 
the treasury experienced, and therefore gave ' bifls were first made out in the name of Mr, 
his full sanction to me to Carfy that measure ^rnally ^ I was not, — Did you ever see sir 
into execution. ^ . V . Andrew Snape Hamond bjtfore on the subject 

The examinathn f^GxoRCE Glinkt; dlfbo^i^iiess? Never; Iitvfiirhad any busi*. 
taken the 30/fi Mayi 1 8of* ^ . I»SS wStH h»m,, . , . 

What profession are you ? A f tir Andte^ Snafe 

Had you any conversation . wilh M^^oW- ; the :^oth May ^ 1 ^ 0 % » 

smid about tne navy bills, in. October ifijpo*.' In , ycurr eyiAence of ywerday,, yon 
before you saw sir Andrew.Snapc HamdiiWf rcmcnd)cr to have 

I believe sir Andrew Snapo the meeting at ihC‘ 

to me before 1 spoke to Mrf Croldismi^^ th^^^ ipivy pfficCs yb^Wt^ heard read to you tlie 
subject ; by acclden|i||^^ppen^ tp ievidet^ which Mr. Glenny has ro-day given^ 

company with sir .S.oap^ had. met you before accideq- 

^nd he mentionetl tfw .matter you then meiK* 

What Uducement. had you .:to ' 4!^^' t(e subject of .i^uing the navy bills to 
name |o be used as p^ce pf y All ' 

hope of serving ;^ajf l di^,st^y is; that 1 bailee not any recol* 

ment, either djl^dtf ordndif^ilyi^^ Wlbfi of-cm having had any convewation' 

necessary yon shbpfd'find'dnK^. him at 

they wereputln ctrcuiationl f^ tiary o^caji; waiting for Mr. Goldsmid 

Where were they broogltt^ iq/yoo tp to li;rte^6 me^rcomsiance of the bills; the 

and by.whoUi?^ fb«ocolv%^^, must 

at the navy myietf tire interval before Mr. Gold* 
were usually sent to IVI^srR., ‘ 

fice, and l uted td.4all' there a Ad'liidorse^^ ^ s' 


a . 
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Th further examinuim of George Glene^^ etf. fconsidf rably iob^nced, ia the course of the 
_ tahem ihe ^Qti Mey ihQ^. year 1800. beyond the prices, of fotmer 

You have heard what sir Andrevr Snape 


Hamond has just stated ; what is your re<^l- 
lection or belief now on the subject ? . t leci 
myself obliged to admit, that what sir An 
drew Snape Hamond has just statedyis most 
likely to be corretr, ' ' 

Thi examinathn ff Abraham Qo^DSMiDi 
" token the %oih t 

Do you remember that at the tiine^pf .the 
first i'sue of ni?y bills, in Sept^ber and 
October 1800, to Mr* Glenny/rneie waa 
jrcat distress in the money mafkec? . Vea, 
there was a great diai(ressl-*«Were other jpp&r 
lie seenrTfies, particularly exch^^ btlla, 
very difficult to negociate f Vety nmeh so 5 
and ifwc bad forced ihomaii|kec, it wbitkl 
have made iheij fall to a cpnttdcj&k ^ii* 
count; it was reported atfthit 
great part of the supplies that wi^' grpni^ 
were exhausted, owing to the t^prmiiyo^ 
the price of provisions and stor^, which dc*^ 
casioned the people that had money to fiodd 
tbemxfves in readineas, as the chancellor dP 
the exchequer must soon mekd< a 'loah.;-Do 
vou believe that if a fresh issue of OtcHequer 
bills had been attemjpted d d^at time, tb sup- 
ply the exigencies ot goverookm,' those fresh 
exchequer bills could baye been dispo^ of 
without considerable loss ? ' Not without a 
considerable loss, nor even then to buy large 
wmount.^^Do you believe that if a loan had 
been negpeipted at rhaa time, it could have 
been negociated on any terms dot highly dis- 
ndysntageotti to the state f . Very disadV^tw 
tageou&ly • owing to a great pare of the lortper 
loan not having been yet paid up^^Wetf the 
navy bills negoptam ny you; disposed of hj 
proportion as the produce of chi^ wat want- 
ed for the exTgenc^ of the i^eol wrVfce. 
without difficulty or loss to |wblte; j 

Without lo!^ tp the ^h^c or djiJicttttyiA 
ptare why it was casitur to diapw of ihote 
.Wit than of^ exchequer biflai ^ ^ • 

biS|s when run off zgdiysm^ 

0% 6$ days to ihd^ ^ 
earn have got the oso^ 
af the bank;* so.Airt thif 
i»th their moin^ 

CfUPne within hgnR 
Wdt being not fodiscoM lffiriOL 
fhaiAave more than; di dais 0 
you know any Other 1^ ^ ' 

^irs/ or operation of 

Itate could have betsn reBt^ witimui ffir^ 
diaadvap|agp| 1 mean to aa/ thU^,#aa 

e^mptatci mm your oq^n kpdwMte^ 

'Obseill^, wl^iher iht p^^s 

yictualBog stom> were 

' ' ' ' ' > 



years f Very much indeed* particularly vic- 
tuafiiDgarticla.~(2an vou state whether the 
merchants dealing in s<^ articles, were con- 
siderably pressed lor money about the time 
when the bills were issued! Very much dis- 
trm^.—Did that pressure, in your opinion, 
contribute to inhance sti|) farther the price 
of those articles, and occasion a necessity for 
a great increase of expenditure in the naval 
and victualling departments of government ! 
Clearly, to a very large ainount,*-*Did the 
pressure, of those difficuktea coiuinqe in a 
gireai oqgreetipto the month of March 1 801 ? 
Yes^ fhuw ^rc pret^ nearly the same diffi- 
cqltimi you could not depend on the &ale of 
efccheqqer btlls» owing to the suspense con- 
tiuiiingwith regard to the chancellor of the 
exchequer Ib^king his Ipan; even if the loan 
1^4 b^n mrde in Yebruaty, no money could 
have been obtained on it for three or four 
weck8.-^po you remmber whether any con- 
sideriibl^ difficulties in the money market ex- 
isted in tbe^nthof September 1801 ? Yes, 
money was .rather scarce, exchequer bills 
aoltjt at ubputdne shilling discount, and then 
them great demand for them,— If 

yobVat^ time had attempted to force the 
markeV'WQUld not the discount have been 
greater! Very moch so,— Were you then 
employed td iwgociate navy bills of a similar 
description with those you negociated from 
the XA^th (^tober tgoo to 7th March 1801? 
Yea^ Jt WaflUTT-W^re you enabled tonegociate 
those the^same facility as the 

foribfi;^ and loss I Just the same — 

Old yigo c^finue td,be employed in negoci- 
WiHg ^llts of thii descfipitop from September 
t^i to the beginning of May 1 802 f Yes, 
I w^-r^OuHiog the whole of that period, is 
it your opin^ that the public exigencies fus 
naval •semceii were answered naofe ad van-. 

, . mefbod» tfeam k ^ould have 

issue of any other public secu- 
^ “ tiyei. of finance ? 




ijtsng tJhem 
.heir^dy 








hastening the loan 
the awe ? Very 


W. .4b]rthg, that period the 


^ ji^ire titey ^nd rheJcMin was 

|,ihtlde:S^I that, |u^ <m better .terms^ from 
m If it bad btsenmade 
arc 

. c|^f th^ two periods 

^ ‘*^petV.lSpo to the 7th 


fmy 

ISoi 


"tiie'ttfh fepiewUr 
«M'fn*nod.to' iff tb^ 
cii,«!iici« 10 any’, 

[or wetute^ None 
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th good, and indeed thc^^r'as the only pOMi- —At what period were vou sworn before the 
ble way it cou W have been done,«^Did the commissioners ? . When l came into the room, 
usual ninety-day navy bills suflitfr anydepre- before I waS suffered to speak/ and before 
ciation by the'issue of those which you negd- any of the conversations look pUce.— Did 
elated? Certainly not. — If the usual ninety- you consider yourself as much upon your 
day bills had not been paid when they t^me oath, m the answers which you gave to the 
due. what effect would it have had in the questions which were n6t written down, as 
city? It would have been destruction,-^ to those that were? — I thought mvsrlf aa 
Was the offer which was made ^ the holders firmly bound in the whole of what I said, as 
of ninety-day bills, to accoitimbdste such of if 1 had been before a Court of justice,— Was 
them as chose it with other bills In lieu of you sworn immediately on coming before the 
payment in cash, considered as reflecting the commissioners ? 1 think 1 wa&,---Was what 
smallest discredit on the ninety-day bills? ypu caU conversation conducted by way of 
None in the world, they have had qiM^ion and ahsircr, as here? Clearly sd. 

their money if they pleased,— Wncit you were -^Was any thing which was at any time r(^ 
examined before die commisrioners of naval duced. to writing, erased before you was 
enquiry, did you commonicate the substai^e ea^kd Upon to sigh? ‘There was first a rough 
of the opinions which you have now sUted^ cdpy naade^ and then the clerk was ordered 
to them? Clearly so.— Look at yodr evV in whai wa]^ to state it. — Did the rough 
dence, as printed in the elcvimth report, no, copy contain any thing which was not ppt 
II, and point out to the committee, rheit into the paper which you signed? Several 
• report of any such communication? I' dp wpids^ I, am ture they made several alrerUf^ 
not see a word of it, aikl i was very muc}i. rii^$ t made none, foc^l did not concave 
surprized at not having Tdnnd it jliere, W mytel# cptitlcd to do jt.— “Wire any whole 
cause 1 thought that I hdi i^m ac- questions or whole answers omitted ? 1 can- 
quaiiited with the service which th^. measure not charge tny mind« .Do you recollect whe* 
had rendered to the public ViTei^you sati^ ther toy of the questions and answers, stated 
fied that you had, so 6i^ as was in yqpr by yoU jlb have. been. writreo down in the . 
power, made the coUimisrioiiers of havai efi* tended to elucidate the utility 

quiry as completely masters of the wMe of of the meaaum of issuing navy bills ? I do 
this subject, as you ^ave now made the ifiCm- i^t. think they were ever writceu down, be- * 
bers of this committee? Clearly ' sQ.«-^pid cause^ whenever I wished to explain them, 
you state to the coinmissioners of naval ch* thetr answer was, ** it might be so, b^t that 
quiry, that, the meaSUfe was indispensal^y was not for them to look at that was con- 
necessary for the support of |^b|tc credit ? 1 sfantly said when I wished to explain .the uti- 
ceruinly did ; there were a great many ques- tity of. the measure.— Were these ex plati«'itioos 
tions asked me by different comhiisslpnefaf ofyOoVii/rp^pecting the urility of the mca- 
and a general conversation on the whotCrrans- siiit, given in answer fo^Ay^uebtions put by 
action, and 1 endeavoured all in my poMr, tfif: cp^nmbrionersl Yc\ they were given 
to make them understand the titilify of in answer \o q^ttons respecting the origin 
measure; and after this general dlscoursei, of jbe tninsacitons.— Were those questtona 
^he commissioners had the substance put to ibf^cttn^how the bills came to be issued, 
writing by their clerk, wHicli they, .aftpa put doWi^ia dhc rough copy ? 1 cannot say; 
consulting amohg themselves, thought requ^ ^l^ivt jihe commissioners seemed to think 
sire, which was tread to m<f|, and 1 sjgn^ iVj teiarstr..Ai;rfrew Snape Hamond had issued 
I therefore could not order them as td: ihcMUs wit^f im order from the treasury.; 

they should think proper to (ly borore^ I made understand how the matter was. 
public.— Is your evidence Tully nested in the the evidcpce you have given to-day,^ 

•eleventh report ? No. certainly not/ lthQt)^|t| of ijjjoujf examination before 

from Ihclr conversation that th^ apply to 

fectly satisfied of the utllicy df i^^transla/ both yodt. ia»cbfosjtiq^. before them? It 
tion. — Was no written you know that at the same riute 

the time it was asked you ? ' Ciupmftjff.4heff faiHi ^hed to Mr. Glenny there were 
were, But before any wrftten ques^ousVere alto J^y the ,navy board, for jtho 
put down, several convefMriohstodfi: place f 6 pWpi^WiweW^ Cer* 

make them understand of the measam,. l|iere-^eic.-**When you procured tbn 
—Do all the questions were t^^;4oiyn bitis jhst, were, issued to; Mr- Gtciuiy ro be 
in writing, at the time tl^ wifew iw; discqinicdr were they passed as bills issited, 

with their answers in the report ? Ibclleve in .renoSjpal of ijpiety-day bifl^ I generally/ - 
it>; but there 'are none of tnc cpqvemtioiis, %oii the people who ducoumed them, , that 
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they werefo pay other nincty-(?ay billi, which | Vansittart «bottt the first week in Sepfember 
sphere becoming due, and which the holders in chat year, on the subject of the deftciesney 
£d not find it convenient to renew ; this was of Che grants, and of their not holding out 
known by the bank and by all private bank- to the end of the year, and stated to^ him 
crs.— What raVc of interest did government that there was a prosjpect that the deficiency 
pay for the bills which you were entrbsted to would be upwards of a,ooo,oool. for not- 
negociate ^ pt^r cent, per annam« 4 LWhar withstanding the considerable additional sum 
. rateof interest ihes government pay OH' ordir which had been voted for the aiigmentarioQ 
nary ninety day bills ? Five pounds six shil- of 15,000 seaihen in the beginning of that 
Kngsand livc-^ncc halfpenny per cent, per year, yet it was found in September not to 
annum. — Explain how this difFerence aro^e? be equal to the year's expenditure by the sum 
Although on the hills (supposing drawn for J have already stated.--What did Mr. Van- 
1,000!.) the interest added to that, by govern- sittart desire yo to do in consequence of that 
mentals 13I. as. 6d. for nitiety days, at j^^^. representation f Mr. Vansittart proposed to 
per day, still they being done at 5 per eent. resort to the same mode of paying the navy 
government Was only charged about laL ios. inlla that might become due, as had been 
-—Old you account to govcmnoent for Che adopted the year preceding; and here I 
vfd. a day bn all the bills you neg^ated? think it necessary to state to the committee. 
Yes. — Ir appearing that bills to the account the great increase of expence that was incur- 
of 2,195.0001. were negbpiated byj^uhb- ted iii tha^ year, besides the high price of all 
. tween a4th October 1806 and the fith JDe- naval 'Stores, by the augmentation of the 
cember i8or; are the committee to tinder- fleet, as, to the best of my recollection, be- 
stand that the 3 Jd. per day was paid back by tween the beginning of February and end of 
you to government on all those bills ? Yes, June 180 r, there were upwards of eighty 
exclusive of a small loss at first^ as explained ships, fngares, slopps. and gun- brigs put in- 
in my evidence before the naval cbmmiiision- to commission, in addition to the fleet which 
CIS. — Did government lose the 3Td. for the was the subject of the,|||timates of that ses- 
first day’s interest on all tbote bt(ls i No siom — In what niann< 9 ^rc the navy estimate* 
part of it; on the whole sum. df 4,300,000!. formed? One estimate is formed according 
not a shilling. — That lujing the case, is the to the. number of men vhted by parliament, 
statement in tl'ar part of the eleventh report, at the rate of 7K per man per month, includ- 
where it is asserted that governmenc lost oife ing cs, per man per rrfbmh for ordnance, 
day''8 interest on 26,053.812!^ 3s. 'fid. issued wWen goes directly to the ordnance board, 
pfcviouk to the jgth December iSot, sup- the remaining 61 . 15s, incluilee wages, vic- 
posing that sum to include the. 2,19^.000!. tuals, and wear and tear: thercisanotheres- 
ncgociatcd by you before ihe i9!h December timatc called the ordinary csii marc, which 
^ 180X, a correct statemen; ?r-^Mos€ certainly includes the whole of the civil establishment 
nor. ' t of the navy, as well as the expcnces of the 

/urrbtr fxamifatiati of, sit Anirmti W/e ships in ordinary : there is likewise an extra 
iiamottd^ hart, taken the list of Maj^ estimate, which includes the cxpence of 
i8o>. / building and repairing, and wages to work- 

in the appendix to the eleventh report, men in the dock yards, and various other ol># 
there is only the letter of Mr* No* 6, jects ; these ihrcc heads comprehend the es:i- 

dirccting the one 500,000!. did you receive mates prepared by the navy awl victualling 
subsequent orders from him #b|r the iaHic cf^ boards j there is also a no thtr estimate made 
bills, afterwards ddjvert^d w • Mr. Glonny,.;5 out by* the transport board, for transport .srrvi- 
, and up to what prriM ?' I spccilr <^,knd (or care of prisoners 6f war, and like- 

orders for each issue of biUs/'briginaU of wise ope from the sick and hurt board for 
which orders I now produce; I rhb^ si^ prisoners; should there be a surplus,, 

orders fnun Mr, LongV^WhUe hb which soiucrimes happens, that is carried 10 

secretary to the rreawjfy the the 

titrally given to ihe amount of 5i6b',Cc^i.hf umatex tbei whole of the grants for the naval 
afime; but the bills to Mn. ^Glcnt^ wtrd sejTvicat'Wvthe year are voted, and if those 
only made out as thif money war grants art not sufltcient to pay the expenco 

Had you any conversation the year, the overplos becomes an increase 

tart or ocher gentlemen Iwloiigiiig to the ttea- of debt; which is regularly stated to parlia- 
, lury, respecting:; the issue of mm ^h« ensuipg year, the account being 

lb MesMx. and 

after the jttf o# September I An: ihcrt arc any insbnees in your recollec- 

remember^ having a conversItioD with tiop of any addition being made to such 
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gnnt$ for the serrim^of tbe.jiw, in eoQ'linto ^ nav*] eitimatn at the tiim>'oC. their 
seqeence of any (qj^qurnt occttnefM:ei)/| compt>tatioi}» in the earl^ part’^f that year ? 


Witfc respect to the provisjorts, I «^oot iefl 
feom my own knowledge,, hut refer to fho 
P»per on the table of the conDmtttee l^rom the 
rjciualling board ^ but with respect tonml 
stores, ^nd partft^ularjr fdreign ankles, the 
increase of expence prinetpsHy arose from 
the hostiUty of the emperor of Ru stii , wbkh 
was not Ifnowh till about the beginning of 
the mohtb ,bf / Apgusta — Have you any ob-n 
jc^tion ro state the reasons wfiy you objected 
under the 51!^ le e* of 4} GcOq III. c. 16: to 
answer a quesiion pur to you by iHe cpminM- 
sioners^of naval. enquiry, which js stated in 
the appendix to the devenih nport ? I 
. oy*^'dion to give my reasons 


Previous to voting fhewamen at 7L per man, 
and when they were voted only at there 
were frequent aids gfanred by parliament to 
a considerable amount; since that period 
there have been some aids, Urhich, to the 
best of ray recollection, wSre^abbut 500,000]. 
in 1799, rooo.oool. in ^ .i8qi, and 
2.oco,oool. ill tSoSi but, asl foeak from 
recnilection, 1 would recommend ter the com- 
mittee to call for an accoonc«<r»<-OQ you fUean 
10 speak of any other aids than either an 
augmentation of the number of searneni or 
a vote in discharge of navy debr. Or an ap- 
plication of the vote of credk, or of a part ] 

thereof, to the naval servtcef 1 desire* by i ^ 

way of answer to this qumion, to refer to the j lor havings d^hied to answer the question 
votes and journals ; thccommtcrec. may know 1 put to in6 by the commissioners of naval 
the panicul irsby calling for an hccount frpdti enquiry/ It was. hbt firom any conscious^sess 
tht: navy office, in which the whole ^ will be J uf hayjng acted Illegally or impniperly, but 
specifically staced.-*-lrn what form, ts the in^Ux they bad had all the authorities for some 
cffrisc of debt, you have befoic wmibned, 1 time before them; on' which 1 as^compt roller 
stated to parliament } By a paper which isj and the imvy board acted, via. the navy 
encitled “ The Debt of the Navy,** and con* | hoard parcdt ; order in counHt of 4796 ; ihn 
tains the various articles of the navy expen- j admirahy order relarive to it, -tbgerher with 
diturc that remaini^g||M.-« When, did the j «hc treasury' Order for the issue* of the bills; 
high price of all nai^jPores, iplcrrcd to by { ^nd believing thHr question tended to draw 
you take place? It l^an in the yicar 1 800,1. fovili^sofoc vcriroinaiion of mi self, and not 
when the emperor of Russis shut his purls j k^wing what might be acquainted 
against the exportation to this country of a!] I jvitb, and of which I was ignorant, I thought 
naval stores, and continued until the prclinit'*' | M vlRht to. object, to answering the qoesriun. 
nary articles of peace were signed; durii%}~Wcfoyon aware, or are you now awa^e of 
that time some of the most expensive articks <hing in the authorities which y&^u have 
wero procured circuitously through neutral | enumerated, dr in the acts of (he 54th and 
mc'rchants.<^W4is there any great incre^ be* f37^b of the king, regulating (he issue of 
CAcen the latter end of 1800 . and June t8ot f I navy Ulb, which makes the conduct of the 
1 believe it will appear that during that | navy board in issuing the.bills to. Mr. Glen* 
pt riod, hemp rose in the - London markets | end NJesArs. Donaldsinmnd Glenn v, iL 
to about 80L a ton, Bom about 6i or gi ; [kj^e^:impioj)cr . waV no; the nor am 
this will appear more correctly from, the { Are you awate of any other authori'ies 
printed •* current prices; other naval. storeejl^y'^Ktch'thc ctfoouc^ of tliis navy board in 
rose considerably, though perhaps nofih the j the .Iwoe of davy bills is regulated ? I am 
same proportioru— When Were the prdeta fof I noL-rpid your rcfosa| to koswer the ques« 
the augmen'ation office deet in the year j tlim unse.ji^idy fre^ that 

r8of , before alluded to by yoit, first given cbmmjsd^ers^^ig^t^ with. 

1 Mieve iirjanbary 1801, on the (fotermU I Uutikirify; by whjfo^ 
nation to ^end a fleet into the Baltic.*-*- Were I lulls wa;. .illegat QX impropry, wiih 
4he fifteen months navy^btlls regularly jktd I '‘h^ifk uucj^brit^ yourself urate*, 

when they became due ? . ,Tb ihe' best of my | If dt^^ yob coUcrivu, when 

recollection they were geoerally/foqjd|rf -'b(^ f y^ com- 

fore they became due.— *Wefe I ydti w ere 

were not funded before Aey notified ^ 

paid pthen they became due? not. rcf j tn dedl ik iipd . ansu^: -imy- que^tioh, under 
collect any being inatrearbf paymei^ ; I dtij^tKe.gliPrkT'ii^^ such answer 

not Mollect any in arrest, nor any 

—Did such an unfofcSttu^ ndvai^^iibijli^l grouiid upya 

P^ice of naval smr^a take in iNSif WhichTt was pto&kbfe that . i^r would do > 0 / 

months of iAqo, at could tieicher liavu;hm 1 1 was ^'aWafopf foy partivufargroub^ on 
anticipated in January i8qo, nor belait<ii{ wki^ I l^y ,thc an- 
Vot. V ,— I I " 
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$wer, except,* ^z% I have said before, that tbc <)oo,c^l. and in the subsequent years, when 
Ccinmissbners might be acquj|inted with some the expenditure was hirger, the saving must 
law of wliich I was ignorant, and iherefore have b-en cpii»u|crably great<'f ; the commit 
I thought myself folly jusdiled in declining CO tee will therefore see the great consequence 
goswerjhe question.— Previous to the act of it was of to prevent these bills getting into 
3^ Gcci. in. what was the state of ihe navy discredit. — Is it not probabie t!.ar, even upon 
bills with respect to the time they h/id to run, die same scale of expenditure, the discount 
and what was the usual course of payment ? would have been much greater in the fubse- 
They bore an Interest alter tho first six quent jears if the act of 37th Geo. III. had 
monrhs, but having no certain time of pay- ni;t.pa.ssed ? My opinion is that had not 
ment, they were generally at a very Cemsi- that act passed, rhe discount would have c m- 
derate discount, insomuch th^r 1 believe at Mdcrahlv. risen from fhe progrevs.ive manner 
the end of the Americso Var ih^ were up- in whicli it did rise in the latter part ol the 
wards of 18 per cent^ disoounU*^Do you ) ear 1 746.'^ Are you of opinion that a gre.u 
remember at what discount they Wte imrue- saving had alpo been raiidc in the prices ot all 
diately before the pa.ssing of ;thar act f I be- .n»t^al suf>plies, in consequence of the cer- 
licve they were nearly abouf percent, to taintyrhar the contractors had of bf»ngpai(l 
thebest of my fccollcction.r“•^^ro those bills with punctuality? 'Ibis node of paiment 
issued for the same species of services for the navr board considered so much b-trer for 
Which the fifteen-months and ninety* the incrchant, thiit they exacted a crtdir of 
day bills, liavc been issued? Yes, they were, three months l>etorc they issued the l)illb to 
>-iWas the account of the navy debt made the contraciors. l>y which a consiiicrablc sav- 
up at that time, as now, to the 31st of D> tng of course accrued to the piiblu:; and / 
cember in each year ? Yes, exactly the same, have no reason to b/l eve that ihc con: lacis 
*— Did such of those bills af were outstanding upon all great concerns, were not ma.lc upon 
make part of rhe navy debt, an account of as beneficial terms foirdhe public as if ihcy 
Which was laid belote parliament? All the had been p iid in rMp^umev, for 1 h.clicve 
bills outstanding on the 3t8t JDec. in each the goods were piirefiaseil ar as low a price, 
year, composed one of the aVticlcs in the — Have tiles'? ninety day bills falh ri ro a oi?- 
bavjrdcbt, which was laid before pari iamenf. count at any period since their fir^r 
i^Was the amount of navy debt at that tiine* No.— -Do you believe that ihcv could have 
limited by any act of parliament, or previ- maintained their credit, if any h<>lder of 
ous resolution of the honse of commons ? them, when he presented (hem ten p.iunenr, 
Certainly nor,-»— Was the credit of navy bills had not been satisfied ? Certainly nor. — Do 
consideTabty redeemed by the operation of you ^ean that no bolder of a ninery-day b.ll 
the act of the 34th of the king, limiting the wasjfcYtr delayed when he presen red ir lor 
term of payment of the bills to fifteen payment? I can only say that siuhacir- 
months ? Jt was lor a time; -and at tfic com*- cumstance never came to my kno« ledge. — 
mencement of it me bills bore a very small Were such of these bills as were outstanding 
discount, but* as the war went on and. numey at the end of the year, part ol the naw (Mt, 
became more scarce, ihd^'discotfnt pfijigrcs- annuallv laid betore parliament? Yes. — 
lively-increased uhtU the end of , the year V^cre sqcb of ihofc bills i&tucd to Mr. Glenny, 
17496, when it aoiqii^d to. upwards of ’^4 and Messrs.. Donaldson and Glenny re^pcc• 
per cent, which to| thp public.-^ .^tivcly, as wcrc.outstanding at rhe end ol rhe 

Were such of tllq|r 'fifteen months bins u years 1800 and 1801 resp^ectiycly, part of the 
wereoufitaiiding gt ^e epd of cafhyt^ri part' ^navy debt laid before parliamcmin theensutng 
of thonsvy^debt, .apqqsAlf ^ pit- y«ws? Yes; those issm d in the last three 

, Jiamemf pfeiw :Pt'. navy mornlis of ifico, stood in the navy debt of 

tttIUp'ntsiderilibly i:edi^mrd 'iict of ,ttc tho jiw of December as bills outstanding; 
.Jyih of the king., whidh. tl^ that were issued in the cafty part of 

in iQO!days? pocrOeive jit 1 were of icqune paid off in that year 
fwfitial act that ever; ^ tfie jpayihent/ in the last three 
> ef the navy, as it lotaMy did ^fMra)t|{|fe pd^ : months qf that, year, stbod in the navy debt 
bility of any discount 6 as oufstanding.^Havc 

' Supplied t endfh.thP J^oii ¥ t^ose lijtjs, distinguishing such 

passed, -1797^ tb<xe^ year in which they were 

uavy 

ba<t a|« fhi&M'.kt /die . slv^re- %Df^l|id l^fo|« p^rllai^nt in the ensuing 

viott^PPm, or ywt Tea/ai^ wbich I now produce i it 

’ N ' 
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will when the bills were paid ofF, as I 
hav4 deitribrd ^Werc rh«\^c bilb ever at a 
discount ? Nev^r, Undt*r whai drhcrip 
lion were thfst* bids submitted to parlt^rtu*!)'^^ 
L/nder the head ol * bills outstanding, in the 
navy d**bt.' — Were there comprised undei; 
that head other ninety day bills, 'regtihtrlv 
j‘«:«>U(d r»r the cm r^-nt service of* the navy? 
Ye«, there was no d'^tinction wHatevcf made* 
Y(ui having sia'ed that the firreen* months 
hi'is wer- at nines at a. considerable discottnt, 
did n> t that pn^cecd /rpm the amount of them 
kept in ci'ciilation ? 'I'he aixt'^unt of them 
J think rauht b«vc had some e^ect, bur the 
princ!,}^3l cai!* 1 take to have bi'en that they 
only bnre4p;r cent, inn rest, which onfor- 
tunardy Inid a gr u.-.d f<'r the discount from 
thii first da . .—Arc you able tp stare whvfhi'r 
t.ie average am-mot of firrecn-monihs nivy 
b'lls, in circiiljjion from 179410 1797, c«m- 
tidcrably exo'odpd the avenge amount of ihc 
^ rdnciv-l.'sv bills from the i>€Hod of their be 
ing first issiiccf? I am not, from memory, 
unic . — Arc you of ooinjon that the in trod 
tJon of the niiv'fv ‘day n *vy bills has cons{> 
tlcrably le>,s<*iied rhe amount of navy bills in 
circubirion ? ass^cdlr.— You, havmg 

in one of vonr aiis.vcrsr|pi the commissioners 
o» n^wil f lujiiit) (p g- 4Q'i of the clevenib 
r ‘j).rr; .s ated, •« rinir th • expedient of issuing 
new bills to pay those becoming due, was 
abs Jiifcly nece.‘-sary to keep up their credit^' 
Would It have been 50 tl the treasury had sup- 
plied fho treasurer of the navy with money 
i‘>r ihar purp. se, derived from other soprecs? 
No. — In number 19, in the appendix it% 
tilt* ' k vc.ith report, the amount of 
dav bills, issued from the navyo/Hce froin 
20ih December 1796 to the iQih of Decent- 
ber i voi, is stated at 19,747,855!. iis. ud, 
in jMges 516 and 518., appendix noi 
10, riic amount of the bills issu^cd to Mr. 
Ci'lenny, previous to 19th Deccmbemfioi, 
appears to be 195,000b; is the antount of 
those ksiicd to Mr, Glcpny included in the 
.said general amount, no. 19 ? It is,^What 
was the rare of irirere&c that the public |iaid 
for the bills di^counted by Mf. Goldsmid ? 

Jhe bills to* Mr. Glenny bad iniwsi 
ii|xm thjni of 3{d. per diem ; tut when Mr. 
Coldsmul discounted the bills, he discounicd 
tlumi at 5 per cent, per annum ; tbedijfcr- 
cncc was rendered back to the navy o@ce jui 
his account, — Was there any Qthcl'Cbar^^^l 

* Note.-;-.Thw after watds^^^p^jrt^ 
not to be sufficiently distinct, abd.V^aa 
drawn, AWr Sir Andrew S^pe 
answer to the last.^iSioo pit ^ *t 
June; infra p.clivi. 


the 11 [di^vl^ 

tending the negociating of those bills, be* 
sides Mr. GoMsfiluVs brokerage of i-.Sth per 
cent. There wa« not. 

The further exatninathn of sir Andrcfun Suafi 
httrt^ ttskeu the lit of June J805* ' 
Is there any period of the jtvir at which, 
the navy board rakes into particular const* 
deration the adequacy of the grants to the 
probable exigency of the service? In ibc 
month of September the navy board endea- 
vours to collect, from the several Jock ) ards 
and the diUVrent departments of the navy, 
the whole of the vx|n*nditur? ami debt, which 
hi made up on the 30th of Sep:ember, ,and is 
called a catch debt'," as being only a rough 
calctilaiion ; bn? on ilie 3 isr of December a 
more exact retima’c is prepared lor parlia- 
ment, which is called the navy debt for the 
year.— Does the estimate so fi^rmed in Sep- 
tember euahie the lK>ard to a«ceruin bow far 
. he grants of the year Will be adequate ro the 
services ? It certainly dckJs enable the board 
to form an opinion on whj^r may be required 
for carrying on the service to the end of the 
year; and unless any particular .articles of ex- 
pence or diminution of exp^ditore shall at 
that rime appear, the calculation is made by 
taking one- fourth pan of the, grants in the 
year; and thin estimate is commanicatt d ta 
the; rrea'^ury and admiralty.— Is tliat fwiod,. 
thd^. the earliest at which this official commu- 
nication is ordinarily made ? It is.*r-Can you 
state what part of the whole sum of 4,5oo.oooU 
issued on ninny-day bills to Messrs. Olenny,- 
was applied: towards the discharge of parr of 
those . bilfs, and how much remained to supply 
the actuiil deficiency of the naval grants of 
the respective yean^? I caimot answer it from 
niemory, bih most refer uf the office, if the 
committitiG should choose &> c?U for such an 
ikcc^nt, but ubich I cd^iceive would be very 
difficult to majke our. 

Thee^mwhtiom of.tt^ H^ih'mn' NlCHOLAt 

; V^NSiTTAJtT, of Juue 1805. 

. WiH you state; ih«||ram.srances that led 
to cjie issue of nayy Messrs. Donald- 

son and Glenny, in iSeptetnber.iSdi ? In 
the beginhihg of Septenaher 1801, wheii the 
pavy board laid tboir Mno^l esttmare before, 
the treaspryj of the sums whicn would be 
want4^/:|^r ^he'navei j^ervtce doriiig the re- 
maioiiiig l^oarhrpf the year, lhad a conver- 
Vttoii chicnclvrk* in 

ihi I^e^ue brimeh; iii ibe jrcasury^ on the 
great, deficient Whijrii k^ upon com- 
paring that cstT0$0'J ivhtcn amounted to a- 
5^t6<5,poo|* .yrith tfie sum remaining in 
the excheqoeyiof the naval grani.ti for i8oi, 
winch was >nry 1,584, oOoK I must observe 
to the commitetCi inac thre Ihttcr sum;% some- 
/a 
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wV)dt different frr^in what appears in the ac- 
count /ro(n the navy cfiice^ laid before the 
hoU'^e of commons on (he zist May last; in 
which the sum remaining unapplied of the 
grants for naval services for the year 1 8oi » on 
the lar of Sq>t«‘mbfr in that year, tss ated at 
ZiSo^.o^SL because this larrer sum includes 
l,ooo,oco1. which was paid out of the vote 
of c/edit to the ireasur/f of the rtavy^ by a 
auhsequentorder, and also includes the ba* 
lance in the treasurer of the navy's hands. On 
conversing with Mr. Alcock on the means of 
auppi} log this dc'ficiency, we first considered 
how much of the vote of credit might l»c ap- 
plied to naval services, and as very 4rge sums 
were drawn up^n the fray master general and 
the treasury, for the expencet of the army in 
Fg^ wc agreed to represent to the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, that not more than 
1 ,oco»ooob could be applted to naval ser^ 
vices, and that sum was afterwards accord- 
inaly paid to the treasurer of the navy. Mr. 
Aic^'ck then said, that if it was thought un- 
adviseable to call parliament together early 
enough to pass a vote of supply fvtr naval ser- 
vice, beipre the time when the grants for the 
year would be exhausted, a tempora^ ac* 
commodation ' might be obtained hy selling 
navy bills, which he said had been before 
practised in cases of great difficulty* I said 
that such a mode appearexi tu me irregular, 
but that 1 would speak to sir Andrew Snape 
Hamond about it, and recomiV.end it to the 
chancellor of die exclk'quer, tf it appeared 
to be indispensably necessary for the public 
service. I accordingly saw sir Andrew Hnnpt 
diamond', and 've agreed, upon conversation, 
that it was the|peile exj^dienr w^ich the exi- 
gency of the casq/admieted of. 1 then sub- 
mitted the result of Oor conversation to the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and be said chat 
it was of so inucbjiPpoitarrce to pPstptm the 
meeting of parllan^^; till the negociations 
for peace dien couKi be brought tc» 

p conclusion, tliM||Hiiras niecessary to c;**r3^* 
QA the service in dfp mlan liiii^ by suehmeanli^ 
AS could be devised, and, bpOn the whole,/ 
lie approved of this expedient as the^reat^ olK 
jectiuoabld^hich occurred tirpS.— ^^hat was 
the reasoA for the issue of iHtAt bSU bej^g 
conti nued to the j^th of May i t|t8# 

sneot met the aoth of hud e 

vote of supply iOf the'i^^^,%r three biolnths, 
passed, bp toeod^of Not^ntber; on the lathr 
of Febtuafy folfowing, the snm of i,ooo,o<kfl. 
Vras graptc^ iW the ledoetfon of the Aavy 
d^rbt; during ihe whote of'chartime. 

the ne|d^ti( n fur a diBal^vwifeivy of pe'aibe 
was onyii tfve chaoceU 

lOf $PRie a^h^uer fp'1>e4iapqnibfe tacon* 


elude a loan on fair terms, between the pub* 
lie and the contrai ring parties; and as* rhe 
only means raising monev for the public 
service, Icvond the produce of the annual 
, taxes, was by issuing exchequer bills on ihe 
instalnv'nis of a future loan, it was impr^si- 
ble to raise a sufficient supply of c.»sh ti) pay 
off the pavy bills, which had been rt'iiewcd, 
a»)d at the same time to provide for rhccur- 
icnr service. On the iiih of March two 
months further supply was voted upon esti- 
mate for the navy; tlie definitive treaty was 
signed the t7th of March, and upon the 5th 
of April the loan was C 'nirac'ed t^'r; on the 
1 5th the loan act received the' royal assent. 
At that time S.ioo.oool. bad been tabed hy 
exchequer bills, viz. y.oco.ooob by a vf>ie 
on the mb I>cembcr 1801; 2.100 oool. 
onihez^rh of February; and i 000 .cool, 
on rhe 19th of March, on the loan; and on 
tic 14th of April, the d^^y rr ced ng ihc 
passing of ibe act. the whole pt the wavs and 
means whioh lipd be n granted bv parliament’, 
were entirely exbans cd, the first insfalment 
of the loan was therefore absolntelv necessa y 
for the current service, except whar was paid 
in the dbcharge t?f the exchequer bibs grant- 
ed upon t( ; but upon the second instalment 
of the loan, the sate and renewal of navy 
hills was put a stop to> and has never since 
Iwen renewed,— Can you state to the com- 
tniitee in whar manner the sum raisid by ’he 
sale of navy bills, in the years 1801 and 
i8c2, were ultimately replaced by parlia.. 
mentf I believe they were paid off as they 
became due, together with othrr hills lM*ar- 
ing the Same dares, partly our of the votes 
lot the current service of the year, and parrly 
out of the vote of 2,000 ,oool* for reduction 
of navy debt. — Can you stare out of which 
particular vore lor the current service of ihc 
year! 1 cannot, for I bvlieveir 10 be the 
practice to pay navv 4 )ills as they bt coiife due, 
imtofany monies in the hands of the trea- 
surer of the navy, applicable to any naval 
rervices.-— When the 8k>oo,qoo1. of exche- 
quer bilk. yoe have menribned* were issued, 
bet. ween ^November 1801, and May 1802; 
do you recolKct what discount exchequer 
bills were at the most of that time 1 cannot 
answer positively from recollection, it may 
easily ,be ascerta by reference to the print- 
ItdrStock papers, but 1 believe they were at 
ifio discount whatever, partly liecxuse being 
charged on the instalments of the loan, they 
#erc vety It^Atable in the city, and partly 
becaHttt ih^'!ttntundcd ^bt had been greatly 
igpdoc^i by fuhdi^ eight millions and an 
half of exchequer bills in, November 1 8of — * 
.Do yoA think if thfi imt of navy bilb hsui 
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not taken place in that period* ind stoailar 
fumlt had been raised by exchequer bills, thsi 
those bills would have been at a discomu ? 

I b li' ve that there would have been great 
difficulty in raising money on exchequer bills 
during parr of that period^ previi>us co the 
funding exchequer bills in November, and 
that ex;.hcquer bills would have been at a 
considerable discount, if more havl been 
thrown into the market at subsi quen^ periotU; 
as one circumstance which 1 omuicd to men- 
tion, was, that in the course o* that period, 
the bank made considerable advances^upon 
exchequer bills ; but prcvic us co the meeting 
of parii^iment no further issue of excheqa r 
bills could have taken place, beyond the 
grants for ihc year, without a direct breach 
of (lie act of parliament. — What amount of 
exchequer bills would have answered the pur- 
pose of govc^rnmenr, so as to render it unne- 
cessary to is5ue navy bills? 1 do not know what 
the actual amount of money raised by the sale 
of navv bills may have been, without which 
it is imp' ssible to answer that question ; but 
1 have already said, that I think the issue of 
exchequer bills was carried as far aa it could 
he without material inconvenience.— Did the 
outstanding navy bills, issued in consequence 
of the excess of the expenditure above the 
grants of the preceding year, form a distinct 
item of the navy estimates for the year 1 802 ? 
'I'he amount of navy bills does not appear 
upon tlic navy estimates, but it forms a part 
ot the account of navy debt laid before the 
house of commons, made up to jist l>ect'm- 
her in each year.— I’hc^navy liiHs issued tx> 
Donaldson and GIcnny, during the years 
iSoi and 1802, being continued for the pur- 
pose of paying off those (ti;st issued, did not 
government pay incei^t upon the interest, as 
well as the principal cf the money first raised ? 
I take it for granted, that if government were 
obliged to payc£F navy bills as they became 
due, by means of borrowing money in what- 
ever wav, they must pay interest for what 
was applied to discharge the interest upon 
the navy bflls, as well as.the principaU-v-Sup- 
posing the interest to be at the same nttc:; 
• upon the navy bills*issaed to Donaldson and 
Glenwy as upon other navy bills, did any 
peculiar disadvantage arise to government, in 
respect to the interest payable on the bilit to 
Donaldson and plenny, that would nocbave 
arisen upon the other bills f<«frNoQe tyhatevey, 
so far as I am a judge. * . 

examinatiim 0/ ihe rfght /vtf. JOH 9 
LiVAfr, ths 1 st tf June f 
Had you, between the 18th ifebruxi^ and 
pi St April 1804, any direct personal cbm- 
ipiMnicaiion wjtb ,eari St, yincent^ dH the 


subject of the stone expedition? I had. X 
believe, three or four such commuincari<ir\a 
with cart Sr. Vincent on that subject; one t 
particularly remember having, in consequence 
cf i-omc suspicion cast upon one of the partivi 
employed for the purpose of that expediiioif, 
required of the peison to accompany me tp 
earl St. Vincent, and, having r^qucstid of 
<arl Sr. Vincent to examine that pt'rson uj>ott 
the subject of that suq>icIon, 1 left the fier- 
son in earl Si. Vincem^s closet, and went 
away, and was afterwards informcvl by carl 
Sr. V^incent that he was satisfied by the exa- 
mination.— Was rarl St. Vincent that mem- 
ber of the admiralty hoard with whom yod 
had principally commu dcaiion on .the sub- 
ject of thi stone expedition? He was.— 
Had you any converMtion with him previ- 
ously to the 1 8th February ? I do nor recol- 
lect positively as to the dates.— In any of the 
conversations which you had with carl Sr. 
Vincent, respecting the ftone expedition, did 
he express to you his disapprobation of it ? 
He did not,— Did it appear frorn anv thing 
that passed between you and earl Sr. Vincent 
personally, that he was apprised that the pre- 
parations for that exprdmon were conducted 
by the comptroller of the navy ? Ido not 
recolfeci having had any convcr*jaiion with 
carl St. Vincent, relative to the preparations 
having been placed ui)d?r the directions of 
the comptroller of the navy 5 but I know that 
the secretary of 1 state did, by letter, inform 
earl St. Viucent that he bad placed the ma- 
nagement ondc-r^be comptroller of the navy; 
I bflieve it bran date ihe 9th of February,— 
Do -you know, of your own knowledge, 
wheiber there was an anlwer to that letter ? 
1 do, and it will be found'in the sccrerury of 
state's office.— Did you, upon the whole of 
the (ran/action, conceive that the secret naval 
service for which the sum of i6,cooI. was 
advanced to Me«srs,l,{am,mersley, was per- 
formed under ti>e eiui||^s authority and dir c- 
lion of ihc earl StSP^ceni ? I understood 
sir Andrew Snape Haipond to act in this 'ser- 
vice under the direction he had received from 
the secretary of state, which diiVciion was 
by the sec^fary of state communicated to 
earl Sr. Vincent.— By what authority did 
you signify to sir Andrew, Sospe. Hamond, 
00 the, iSib of Februafy, that earl Sr. Vin. 
cent approved much of the direction b£ the 
expedition being with him (sir Andrew 
Snape Hamond) ! On the suthuftcy of carl 
Sr. VincenC'S lecidir to. the secretary of state 
on ^ that itibjecr, bt^ifore referrtd to.— Did 
jrou undersitaiiduatiSt.Vtnceat 10 knpw^that 
It was intended to defray the expence attend- 
iog; the ^ooebx]pediition« in tju^lir^t instance. 
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firomi tlte money voted for naval aervices? 1 
did understand earl Sr. Vincent to know that 
money for that service wa^, in the first 
instance^ to be furnished by the comptroller 
of the naVy, under whose direction .it was 
placed, but that it was finally to be repla^d 
by the treasurv^**-^!^ you understand eail Sr. 
'Viocent's opinion, expressed in his letter tu 
air Andrew Snape Hainxmd of io*h March, 
that the whole expe^nce was to be defrayed by 
^ the rreasury. to refer only to the ithiitiate re- 
pricing, by the treasury, of the money sc 
applied, in the first instance^ by the /comp- 
troller of the navy ? That cenainly is my 
Qnder»tanding of the words. » Was it from 
your own personal cominuidcatioit with faii 
St. Vincent, that you formed this opinion i 
1 formed this opinion principally from tht 
' written conununication that was made by the 
secretary of state to earl St. Vincent on the 
subject^ and to which I have before referred. 
~Do you knoiv of. any order having liecti 
given by carl Sr. Vincent relating.to this ex- 
pedition ? I do.—^Was it a verbal order, or 
iii writing? It was .a .letter from earl St. 
Vincent to lord Keith. 1 believe, of 23d Fe- 
bruary ••—In wb' se possesNion is that letter f 
1 apprehend lord Keith's. 

TZr txamination ^Ewan Law, tie 

id o/J^uae 1805. 

Were you one of the commissioners of 
naval en^utiy pesenc at the first examination 
of Mr. Abraliiim GuUismid. no. 91, of the 
appendix to the eleventh report ? 1 was.— 
Is the evidence which was given by Mr. 
Goldsinid before the commissioners of naval 
enquiry, on the 25th June 1804, fully stated 
io that number oit tHe Appendix 10 the nth 
report? If it is rr^ani whether all that Mr. 
Qoldsmid intended should be considered and 
tajxea down as answers to the qu^tions put to 
bim. 1 believe it is 1 1 know not that any 
thing was omitted.?*- you mean all thacMr. 
Goldsmid intended a^^nswers to the five 
questions reported, in no. 11, or all that he 
intended as answer^ to ttU the questions put to 
bim on the lytb'June igo^. on tfie subject 
of the issue pf navy bills to Mr. plennj^. or 
Messrs, poiialdson and Cfcnrfy? *1 ^tn, nqt 
nwafe of any other answers that he g/^e.that 
were tmmediaiely applicable to the.ijisue.df 
lhose*bilU. though 1 must observe that it is- 
very possible, that in the long description qf 
a variety Of ^ utattefs which he "chose to 'cniftr 
into, theref may have been things in his epn- 
ceptjon of tb^ splyecti at the nme.or aihee. 
which he jgw^thank might Qt qugbt tp .have 
what that iheiSe 

wsa h the ^pm^^ojoers pf 


naval enquiry of wiihholding from their re- 
port any thing that was,matcrial to the Mib- 
ject^ under their investigation. 1 think it 
1 kewise proper to observe to the commie tec. 
that, previous to Mr. GoJdsmid's examina- 
tion of the 25th June 1804. stated in the 
appendix to the t iti) report, he was on the 
same day (and I think without any other ex- 
amination inrervening) examined respecting 
the issue of excheq uer bills to the treasurer of 
the n»vy, which examination appears in rhe 
appendix 10 the it>th rcjKirf. Wire any 
other questions in writing, relative to the is- 
>ue of the bills to Ml*. Glcnny, or Messrs, 
Donaldson and Glennyi put to Mr. Gold, 
smid oil the z^ih June, except those whi^di 
appear in no. 1 1 ? 1 have no, recoi leer ion 

of any pther questions so put to hi/n, nor do 
1 belpve that any others were so pm ro Inni 
than those which appear in no. i r. — Do the 
commissioners of naval enq nry always reduce 
to writing those quettions which are put ro 
the witnesses before them, as a part of rheir 
examination? It is their constant prajiico 
so to do,-.- Have ypu any rca*-Gn to believe, 
that that practice was deviated from in the 
examination ol Mr. Goldsmid on the 27th of 
June, as stated in the nth report? 1 have 
nut.— Did the commissioners reduce into 
writing the whole of the nnswers given by 
Mr. Goldsinid on 25th June, to rtic question^ 
then proposed to him in writing by the com- 
missioners. and scr forth in no. 1 1 ? Whe- 
ther all that Mr. GoUUmidsaid, b/tween tho 
time that the question was read to him, and 
the answer given, as* it appears in the exami- 
naiion. was taken down, it is impossible lor 
me to say. a$ he was with great difficulty 
brought back from his own digressions to the 
cons'ideratiun of die questions put ro him ; 
hut that the answer taken duu n was the at^swer 
which he rested upon, and all that 1 believe he 
considered necessary to state. nm fully con- 
vinced, Our method isaf.er a question is pro- 
posed to the wiincss, 3 nd his answer i»ken do wn. 
j^jinreed lately to read to him both the question 
^ud his answer, that it may be then corrected 
or added to in anyway that he may think fit; 
when the examination ia. concluded, all the 
questions and answers are again read qyer to 
him. and the witness is at that time'particu- 
lariy desired tO attend to see that his evidence 
is correct, and is then allowed to expunge, 
alter, or add to any part of it, in the manner 
he pleases. If I am asked whether all that 
Mr. OokJairid said, during the time that he 
was in board room Ufas taken down. I 
should , Or.>tta>Dly 1 believe not one hund- 
redth part, of* it. as he entered into a hisniry 
uf biiricif. and a variocy of/nattets not matd- 
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rial in any sliapc to the subject of his exami- 
nation ; but, as I before observed, there 
was no design in the commissioners t ) keep 
back any part of the eviilcnce, nor do I be- 
lieve that it was done. — ^Vas there on that 
dav any examination of Mr. Goldsmid, by 
tl'.e commissioners, except by questions in 
uriring ? Not what 1 consider as examina- 
tion. — Were there any questions put to Mr. 
(.Toldsmid, or any conversation between Mr. 
Gold jmid and the commissioners, or any of 
them, tending to impress upon their minds 
the utility ol, or advantage to the public, re- 
suliing from ihebsue *)f the navy bills to Mr 
Glenny, and Messrs. Donaldson and Gl/’nny ? 
I do not rccollert any surlj questions or con- 
\ersaf‘.ons, though 1 will not undertake to 
state all that passed in the conversations, 
with Mr. Goldsmid — If snch questiorvs or 
conversations had pissed, .should you have 
copsider;'d them as a material subject of your 
investigation , so as to have induced you to 
have taken them down by way of regular 
question and answer, as part of Mr. Goid- 
srnid's examination ? The examination of 
Mr, Goldsmid related to the share that he 
had in the negociation of these bills; I d(j 
not know' that 1 should have looked to him 
for an rpinion .is ro the utility or ncce.ssiry of 
the measure, and £ should not probably have 
considered it necessary to have it taken clown ; 
but the committee will be pleased to consi- 
der that I am here speaking for myscU indi- 
vidu<^lly. — Was there anv <bYf.rence of opi. 
iiion betvi'cen the cominiisijneVs present, as 
to the propriety of omitting any thing that 
Mr G'd timid said, while Ixjfbre you on 
25th June, which you have stated was nt^t 
thought fit to reduce into writing ? I do 
not know that there was any difference of 
opinion, because I do not know th^* matter 
bec.ime a subject ol disco.ssioii. — Did the 
commissioners ofn.ival enquiry consider the 
quc.srion of the necessity or utility of i.^suing 
the bills negneiared by Mr. Guldsmid, for 
the support of public crciiir, to be a point 
connected with the sobject of their enquiry ? 
It did not appear to us that it was requisite 
fa make any particular ent^uiry into the ne- 
crssiry**of the measure, jodging that whatever 
Ac evigenev might be, the proper mode of 
providing for it, was by an application to 
parliament; with rc.spect to the ad vantage or 
utility of the measure, we did not consider 
that there was any objection to it on that 
account ; the money wUcS raised at a very mo- 
derate rate of interest or expence, ana pos- 
sibly in a cheaper way than it could other- 
wise have been procured ; ‘ we took care in our 
Veport, to guard against any impntaiion of sot- * 
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rnpt or improper means of carrying the mea- 
sure into cxeciuicn, it was what we conced- 
ed the illegality of it, which we thought it 
was our duty to notice ; the cheap rate of 
raising the money was so obvious, that it 
did n«it seem to require any enquiry to sub- 
^tantiatc that fact. J would here also wt^ 
the committee to ccnsidi r me as giving par- 
ticularly my own opinion on the Mibjcct, 
though I am nor aware it differs from that of 
the other members of the board.— aqy • 
vvitnr^s had stated to you any fact or opinion, 
tending to shew the necessity or utility of the 
measure in question, should you have thought 
such a statement irrelevant to the matter then 
under your conside ation ? VVe have never 
refused to put down whatever might be of- 
fered in evidence by any witncs.s, without 
considering wh- ther it wus immediately re- 
levant to the subject matter of ihe investiga- 
tion going on, I probably should not have 
thought matter stated on the necessity or uti- 
lity of this meayu'rc sufficiently material ; but 
there are so many sliades of ditfjrence both 
in the matter and manner of what may bo 
stated in such a ca.ee, that I should rather • 
have been asked as to a p.articular mat’er of 
fact, than what I might or ipi'^ht not do un- 
der particular circumstances; but if any 
thing had been .said in the way of evidence, 
it would have been taken down. 1 conceive 
in this p ‘int the comrt^ibsioners must exercise 
•a proper discretion. — If Mi, G ddsinid had 
stated to you, that the nie.»sun>*?f •ques ion 
was in »indispen'ial)ly necessary, 

or materially usefuly’or thc,>iTpport of public 
credit, and had rffered tafiom consideration 
facf.s and re.isonings in hipport of such an 
opinion, should you have^iought it proper 
or not to have enrered inw) lhat enquiry ? E 
hai'e aJiUjdy .stated my reasons for thinking it 
was not indbpcnsHblj^neccssarv, which I am 
inclined ro fMnk any account that Mr- 
Goldsmid could have given would have al- 
tered; I might not therefore have thought it 
necessary to have proceeded further in rhe 
enquiry as to this point, I have already 
stated, that I do not recollect that such a 
statement was made by Mr. Goldsmid, and 
I hope this committee will allow me to ob- 
jeerto answering .questions of this sort in 
matters to which! cannot speak upon recol- 
lettinn, — [Question repiMted.] 

The further examinathn of Ewan Law^ etq^ 
iaki ft the ^th of futte 1 805, 

If Mr. Goldsmid had stared to you, that 
the measure in question^ w'as in his opinion 
indispensaNy necessary, or materially usdbl, 
for ihe.suppr>rt of public credit, and had of- 
fered to your consideration tacts and leasonv 
^ 5 
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iDgs in support of siich an opinion, ih^^ukl 
you havi* thought it proper or not lo have 
entered into that enqutpv ? Had it octtirred 
!(' me to rake into con iileratioii what I should 
have done, had such representations hern 
made hy Mr, Goldsmid, I should have prob- 
aWy been in»w able ib answer the question, 
but that nor having been the case it is morally 
impo'>ibIe for me to do so, as t cann it say 
what I Oiould have done at the time under 
such circumstances; 1 have, however, iio he- 
sifHiion to state that which I now think upon 
the jul jccf, namely, that what Mr. Gutd- 
smid might have said on the necessity or ex- 
pediency of the measure, would not have in- 
duced me to propose the entering into ihc 
cnquin ; I lK*g leavi to add, that as I before 
stated, thic I did not recollect any such com> 
munication as that alluded to having been 
made by Mr, Goldsmid; I am now confirm- 
ed in my npininn that he has been mistaken 
in stating thnt he had made such a commu- 
nicarioh.— Can you now state possirivelv, on 
your further recollection, whether Mr Gold- 
smid did or did nor state any thing on the 
subject of the neces-^ity or utility of this mea- 
sure? I cannot say positively, hut I firmly 
believe he did not.-^You having stated that 
Air. Goldsmid went into very long degres' 
slons, are you confident in your belief and 
lecollection, that no part ot those digressions 
related to the neccssiiy or eXfXidicncy of the 
measure? I do not recoil ct, nor do I be- 
lieve rhvnt.thcy did. — You having stated you 
believed rhsjtnot one huiidirojJvi: of what 

Mr. Goldsmid stated hilfofe the commission- 
ers of naval enquiry, is' recorded in their re- 
port, do you mean that no part of the re- 
maining ninety^iiiiie parts had reference to 
the necessity ur c^diency of the measure ? 
1 do mean that I believe so.— ^Werc the 

S utstions put CO Mr. Goldsmid od the 25111 
1 June, and' rccordeci in.tlye irjxirt, prepared 
beforthand, or were they framed out of the 
matter that arose in the course of his exami- 
nation? 1 firmly believe that they were pre- 
pared befoiehahd. — Did you conceive, then, 
that nothing was material to your enquiry, so 
• far as Mr. Goldsmid w asconcerned, except the 
inacters to which those questions so previously 
prepared w'cre directed ? I do Concet'^e that 
to have been the case ; had any other queanons 
occltrtcd to meat the time, Lsliould have 
proposed them to have been taken down.— 
Did the naval commissioners put no other 
questions to Mr Gt'ld»mtd than those which 
are recorded in the rcpoii? I am not aware 
of it, bjql/l cannot 6}>e?k posiiively to this 
poift]^^i’e possibly might have been expla- 
V V gj oikers wliich I ao not Wt I 


collect . — If there were any other queationa 
pul. to Mr. Goldsmid, were th^ put toidm 
after he had bten sworn? 1 should imagine 
they were.-— Did the naval commissioners put 
questions, or receive the evidence of any other 
person, touching the necessity or utiliry of 
the' measure? No other questions were put 
that 1 recollect, but such as appear in the 
appendix to the iiih report.— On what 
foundsiion or evidence did the naval com- 
missioners state, that they could not admit 
the measure to have been indispensably ne- 
cessary fat the support of public credit (vi</e 
i lih report, p. 486.) ? They proceeded on 
the idea, that the irregular method adopted 
for raising money could not l)e indispensably 
necessary, when parliament could have effect- 
ed the supply by other means. I must own 
it did not appear to me necessary to call evi- 
dence to that pnint.Jii-When the naval com- 
missioners state themselves to have enquired, 
whether the difficulties in obtaining money 
fot the service ol the navy, sfated to have 
existed in the years i8oo, i8of,and iSoz, 
arose from any unusual deficiencies in the 
navy estimates for those years, do you con- 
ceive that that enqmry had rto reference to 
the necessity or expediency of the measure in 
question ? It might refer to the measure of 
raising money, but 1 do not conceive that it 
related to the necessity or expediency of 
taking that method of doing it— Were the 
naval commissioners apprized of the manner 
in which the navy estimates arc prepared ? ^ I 
do not know that they were very perfecTlv 
informed upon that subject; but £ thinlc 
some information was given to them by sir 
Andrew Snape Hamond in h s evidence; it 
may be useful here to observe, that the inten- 
tion of the commissioners of naval enquiry 
being to state a matter of irregularity suffi- 
ciently obvious from the nature of it, they 
did nor go into an investigation with that 
ininutcness which they might otherwise have 
done. — Was it not the intention of the corn- 
missioner^of naval enquiry, to state any cir- 
cumstances that might tend 'to jostify or ex- 
tenuate the act which they thought illegal f 
The commissioners directed ibeir enquiry, 
principally to what regarded the coaduoc of 
the naval department placed under their in- 
fection, in the issue of the bills in questioru 
The state of the exchequer, and other matters 
politically relating to this subject, belong to 
the department of the treasury ; they there- 
fore did not carry the enquiry so lar as to en- 
able them to state o^hat circuoisrances might 
be brought in jusfificatton or extenuation of 
th^nteasure.— -Did the commlssiimers consi- 
der cbe pricca of vktuaiJiug and nayal scores 
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in the years i??00 3 n<l i 8 oi, as matters un- 
der tfic cognizance of the naval department 
of government ? Ccrf.iinly, — Did thev 
make any enquiry into the prices of naval and 
victualling stores at rh..* perioi! when the bills 
in question w’» r ■ i .-^u/d ? 'T hey did not. — 


question, without having any specifiergroutuit 
for apprehending that the .nnsuer inight c ri- 
minate himself? 'I itere d'd not; I comj* 
dered sir A. .S. Hamond’s o!,j<ciion to answer, 
to be that which alone entitl' d him to be per- 
mitted to decline it, namely, wliar is sec 


JTics the observation made by the naval com- ' forth in the ^th clause, and nothing did (,c- 
missioiKTS (p. 4S6 of the iirli report) ; i cur aftcnvar.ls to make me alrej cny opinion, 
viz. it was cerr.iinlv proper tli.it the ! — Tr appearing in page ^02, tliat the co n- 
publlc credit should be supported ; but we j missioners asked t!ie foM )wi..g questi on of 
cannot admit ti'nt this measure was iiidis *vir A.vS. Hamond. “ Did the exoences of 
pensably necessary fir tl.at purpose," refer j the navv, since the r*sf:il)Ii‘,lim?nf of the nine- 
to. the conduct of the naval department. ! fv-d.iy bills, in the years in wliic h money was 
or to that of the dcparrnrcnt of i!ie treasury ? raised by the l>i)ls is uc l as belon* tlefcribei?. 
The ohservation made in the ri'port appbe*. ; exce d the estimate in .a greater d 'grec than 
to part of an answer given liy sir Andrew ! the ) ears pr.'ref ling in which ilii:. ineasn.'-c 
Snape Harnond (piges 4^7 and 49S) viz. i wun not hrnl rccuurs'- ro;’* and ill it sir A. S* 
“ the great object t!'.ejef«irc was to keep j 1 1 nnon lb answer wms f ill -v/s, ; ** [ muse 
np the credit of i!u* iiiocrv (lay hills ; and as ! refer to the cxpci'.ce of t!ie navy for ihov*. 


no fund was exclusively ^ct apart for tlie {i:iv- 
inent of them, the am luiit being jicrfccdy 
uucer.'ain, the exp^'dient of issuing new bills 
to pay those hec iming due, was ahsolutelv 
necessary to keep up their credit-," the rnini- 
fttciial part of the transaction belonging to 
the navy board, and vve have st.ited that they 


years, fir an answer t > tlv: q ic>r:im;” was 
sir A. S. H mi lul or aiiv one ek ■ desired by 
the com oissioiu rs lo m.ikta reference 10 tl’.c 
expence of the navy for those 3 ears? I fo- 
U.:\e not. — Were t’u're upon Mr Gol bmid'a 
cxamina.ion, before any written questivns 
were put down, ^c\Tral conversations bv him 


had otders from tlic lords of the treasury for 1 vi-ifli the commissioners, to make them un- 
fhe i suc of these bills ; bur if the public ere- j dersian I the u -c of the tr.e.-iMirc*, enn lucied by 
dir was to be supjvirted, it could only be j way of question and annver, ns hct.^ Ccr- 
d. ne by ir.e.'isurrs c.oiicd into cfTect under 1 taiidy nor. — If there h.sd b^cn any sncIi con- 
tiu; orders of the exccirive govx rmncnt; and j v.?rsjfions to (oiaiLic^ed, do jou think ycui 
in that light the oliscrv.ation refers lo t'^c de- | must have n'collectcd^*? 1 think I mu^t. — 
pirtment oftlie tr?:Mirv. — Oi<l ootthc ncces- ' 
sity so stated by sir A. .S. l lamond, r.'fcr to 
facts and coi'siderations principally in the 
cognizance of the executive government? 

Yes, J tliink they did.— Did the coinini-(- 
.'ioncis think themscives at liberty to eiKjuirc 
into any ihing that the ireisury migiit h 


Wj*, iluica runoff *Ctpy made CtT’O^Ir. Gidd- 
stub’s examination, ;|]d was therr/rf.or copy 
aftcr^'^ ^vlj^inaii’c Vi'r fiin to I have no 


lot.l)t hut ilj(‘re \vi %, — \\;-/any alteration 
1 * in ti.e f.iir c-voy. oilu^ilian by hi-, ilci^irc 
' ' ’ ’ 1 am tint .aware that any 

arion m a*, mule in il;/ fair c opv, and I 


m 

or V*. iJj hi-j as ei 

I .w _ 

ll > ' » • . 

to allcdgc in tlicir justification? 'j'licy did j thi: k T can s.uak v^it^ certainty, if li.t-re was 
not. — h all that sir A, S. flamond stated, : th.a: ir. \ui\b‘y l-i-. d».sltc. — J)id the fair C(»py' 
hv w:iy of obirction to a.isiver the qne‘‘.ri('ii ! e^{i 4 ^'.‘'p''nd vi-:th the ro-igh, and if ir dilf,recl 
put to him in page JqS, fully stated in th it | in .my paitirul.ir, was sin h diiTrcnce made 
part of the ; ppendi\ ? 1 helicvc the v. holc j at tlic re(pjc:.t or with the r^i; 3 v.nt of Mr. 

is very exactly stated. — H.ul ycii been led to Cjoldsiiiid ? 1 (!o not rccollen that there 

understand, >vheu sir A. S, H.imiV.ond ob- «' as any diil'ercnce between the loul and the 
jfcrcd to answer that question, that he did ?o ; f dr cope, and h.iie no doubt ihat it .my such 
without having in Iiis contemplatu.n at tlic j .!iff.*rence had ari-en, it would h.ne been lec- 
time an^ specific grounds upon which such • rificvl, so ih.at t!ic fair ccqiy should exhibit’ 
ansvitr would liavti c-'iiiiinied himself; would j ihe qutst.on and arsw-er .as undtrstood by 
you have admitted the validiry ot such objec- j Mr. (juldsmid. — Had Mr. Goldsmid, before 


lion? Certainly not; I took it for g»^anied 
lhat his objection applied to the qutr.tum put 
to him, relative ro the power of the navy 
b':ard or comptroller to draw' bills oihcrwise 
than for services peiformed, &c. as it vvas di- 
rectly in iinswLT to that question that his ob- 
jection vv;»5 made. — Did any thing pass at »ny 
Mihscquent period, (o lead 5011 to believe ;ir 
A. S. Hamond had declined answering that 
Voi. V, — /Ifpcndsx^ 


he S’gncd Ids examination, full opp'.rruni'y 
given to him to m.Tke such alrcratiuns as he 
thought proper in t!ic answers taken down ? 
Certainly. — Was ir clearly eyp’amed to Mr. 
Goldsmid, rhat he was cnfirlcd at that time 
ro make any such ahemtions? 1 have no 
doubt ti.at it was, because it is the established, 
and 1 believe, the invarialK- practice of the 
commisi^ioiiers to do y . — Had Mr. Gold* 

. JW 
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smid any reason given to him by the com- 
missioners to expect that any other evidence 
or examinatif'n, Mould be inserted by them 
in this report, except such as he signed in 
their presence? T believe there was not, and 
I think it impossible it should be so. — Do 
you mean that the whole oJ‘ what was tiken 
d-nvn originally in the course of Mr, Gold* 
amid*s examination, was transciibed into the 
fair copy? lam persuaded that every uti- 
s^wft given by Mr. Goldsinid was transcrib- 
ed into the fair copy as given by him, unless 
any alterations were previously made in the 
toul copy by his desire. — Do you mean to 
itafe this respecting all t!ie answers Mr. 
Goldsmid gave in the course of his exami- 
nation, or only respecting those answers which 
were given bv him to the questions which 
you have stated to have been previously pre- 
parv'd ? I mean this to apply to any of the 
answers given by Mr. Gjldsmid, if there 
were any given to que.^tiens not previously 
prepared, I have before stated niy belief 
that the questions to Mr. Goldsmid were 
previously written, but it is pos ible 
(though I have no reason to think that vvar» 
the case) that some of the questions might 
have been put down in (he course of the ex- 
amination. It is to be understood, that the 
prepiKing of questions does not exclude the 
iniroduciion of other questions as they might 
cccUr. -»< 

furtherjaxammation \fLzoatt es^. 

the 6tb of ^ June 1 So 5 . i 

When yd^ speak of -Vying ^/cen 

previously ptii^^ared, dcff^<)u mean, prepared 
before Mr. Go\^mid/ came before you ? 
Yes, I do. — YouhiavC stated a firm belief, 
that all ihc qiiei^ions put to Mr. Goldsmid 
on ibe 25111 Qf jhl&ne, as they appear in the 
appendix to the 1 1 ih report, were so pre- 
pared beforehand, do you coiuiitiic in that 
belief? I see no rCksoii^^t^) i'Jjir.k otherwise. 
•^Is it not possible that other qmstions may 
have been put, and answers rreeived ro them 
which do not appear in Mr. Goldsmursexa- 
ininaiion in the nth report? I cannot speak 
to pcssibilitics ; but no question nor put in 
.wiiring is con.sidcred as such by the cem- 
missioners. — Explain what you mciu by the 
word “ such" in your last answer ? I i tan 
that no questions not taken down, and the an. 
».vveis thereto entered in theexamiiiadons, arc 
considered as forming a part of the evidence 
upon which the reports are grounded; I 
meant to exclude whatever may pass in the 
way of explanation or conversation. — Do the 
original drafts of Mr. Go]dsniid*s examina- 
tion remain? They do not; none of the 
foal copies are preserved; ihc cxamiiuilions 


being signed by the parties, it is not thought 
at au necessary to preserve them. — Whac do 
you mean the committee to understand by 
the exclusion of explanations ? 1 mean to 

state, that the commissioners take down 
w'hatever is proper in the course of the exa- 
mination, but that they do not hold them- 
selves bound to put upon their proceedings 
every word that passes in the board room, 
whether it be in explaining to witnesses the 
meaning of questions which they may not 
comprehend, or in calling their attention to 
answers which they may have given, which 
may not strictly apply: 1 think it unneces- 
sary to go further in this matter, as the com- 
mittee must be aware that it would be next 
to impos'^ible to act otherwise; no witness is 
ever denied the opportunity of explaining 
himuclf on any subject, nor is his explanation 
if desired, or given with a view of being 
taken down in evidence, refused. — When 
Mr. Goldsmid was before the commissioners 
of naval enquiry on the 25ihof June, was 
tficre any examination of him by the com- 
missioners, whether verbally or in writing, 
conducted by way of question and answer, 
as here, except^what appears in the app-ndix 
to the I iih report? There was nor. — Would 
any exculpatory evidence given by Mr. Gold- 
smid be excluded from his recorded testi- 
mony, unless the terms of the question pro- 
posed to him went to that point ? No part 
of Mr. Gcldfmid's evidence would have been 
excluded. — Did the commissioners make any 
enquiry into the circumstances of the times 
when the issue of the navy bills took place, 
in order to ascertain whether any application 
to parliament was then practicable? 'J’liey 
made no enquiry into the circumstances of 
the times. — You appear to have been present 
on the 25th of June, when Mr. Goldsmid 
was first examined, and on the 9th July on 
his second examination, do you recollect 
those days distinctly ? There is nothing that 
occurs to my mind that enables me to am wer 
the question in the affirmative. — Is the com- 
mittee to understand that the evidence you 
have given, relative to the manner in which 
Mr. Goldsmid was examined,' arises rather 
from a general impression of the node of 
conducting business before the board, than 
from a recollection of each day, and the 
transactions of each day? 1 cannot immedi- 
ately refer back to all the answers to the va- 
rious questions that have been put to me re- 
specting my recollection of facts, circumstan- 
ces, and opinions, regarding Mr. Goldsmid's 
examination ; when 1 have spoke to matters 
within my recollection, I mean them to have 
b^a comideicd as grounded on such rccol- 



Cixxx] PARL. PAPERS, 1 S 05 .-<-< 

lecnon; whether connected with or assisted 
by a knowledge of the course of proceed- 
ings, I cannot pretend to say; but if any par- 
ticular question is put to me on this point. I 
shall be able to give a more direct an'-wer t'> 
ir. 1 do not think it is in my power to dis- 
tinguish from recollection wh.<t ptssfd on 
each of those days respectively. — You inLii- 
fioned, in a former answer, Mr Goldsmid's 
digressions in his evidence; can jou recollect 
on which day he was led into the greater ex- 
tent of digressions? I believe it was on the 
firsr. — Can you state on what you have foun- 
ded that belief? 1 cannot state the facts, 
hut sbch is the impression of my mind. — Can 
you state, from your recollection, what pe- 
riod of time did Mr. Goldsmid's examina- 
tion on the 25th of June, contained in the 
appendix to the icth and 1 ifh reports, oc- 
cupy ? I cannot. — C.^n you st.re vvl.a: 
leng;h of rime his second examination of the 
qth of July took? 1 cann 't. — You appear 
to have been pi^sent on 2d N )vembcr, when 
the earl St. Vincent was examined before the 
naval commisvioners; was tiie question which 
stands second* in that examination prepared 
beforehand, or framed after any conversation 
w'ith carl Sr. Vincent at that lime ? It wms 
ftamtd beforehand.— ^ Had the commis'-ioners 
any conversation with earl Sr. Vincent on 
the subject of that question, previous to their 
putting the quej,tion to him, and taking down 
his answer? 1 think nor. — Had they any 
explanatory conversation with earl S% Vin- 
ewnt upon the subject of that qui-stion, after 
having put it to Imn, and taken down his an- 
swer? If 1 recollect right, while the ques- 
tions and answers were writing fwir. some 
conversation took place with respect ro tlic 
stone expedition, and that carl St. Vincent 
said this money cannot belong to that h isl- 
ness, or words to that effecr.— -Had (he ques- 


♦ Ao/e.-r -The question and answer here 
referred to, which are printed in the exami- 
nation of thf right hon. carl Sr. Vincent, 
K. B. taken upon oath the 2d November 
1804, (appendix to the i ith report of com- 
^msiiioncrs of naval enquiry, sec vol. 4. p. xxx v. 
Were a$*follo ws; “ it appearing, that the 
sum of fourteen thousand pounds was advanc- 
ed by the qavy board to Messrs. Ham- 
mcrslcy ami co. betvieen the 181I1 of Febru- 
ary and 2 1 sc of April 1804, ^ secret ser- 

vice; was the comptrollef of the navy autho- 
rized by you to perform any secret service 
for which this money was advanced, or had 
you any knowledge of the transaction?*' 
was not ; nor have I any knowledge of the 
uusdction.'^ 
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tion been communicated to carl St. Vincent 
previous to his coming before you ? Not ro 
my knowledge; 1 have no rvM'on to ::uppo^c 
that ii wa^. — Did any of tht. c 'lnmi^sioners 
suggest lo c.irl Sr, Vincent, nt the rime ul hist 
cxainination, that the fccret service referred 
to might possibly be the stone expediiion ? 

I believe captain NichoIIs; ^>:ie of the enm- 
mis‘^ioner’=', did suggest whether it miylir not 
possibly be the stone expedition. — Had the 
commissioners geiu rally, or you personally, 
reason ro know or believe riiac tlie secret st i- 
vice referred to was in p -int of fart ihc stone 
expedition ? I cannot spesk as ro tlic kn >w- 
l(\ige or belief of the other eomrnissi.vuTs ; 

I had no knowled£;e or helitf on the stihjcci, 
at least there is no hing ocLur^ to my pr- '•eiK 
recollection to make me think I had. — Wtien 
captain NicholK. suggesred to carl St. Vin- 
cent the question, wlieihrr the secret sen ice 
relerrcd to miglit not be the stone expaliMon, 
did l.c assign any reason for that suggestion? 

1 do not recollect ihar he did ; the whole 
passed in the form of conversation. — Wluu 
earl Sf. Vincent s ated that it could not be 
the stone expedition, did he assign any ami 
what reasons for chat statement.^ J reaHy 
do not recollect. — Did eail Sf. Vincent ap- 
pear to apprized of any other scorer naval 
service carried on bi'tween iSdi Feb. and 21st 
April 1804, for which n.oney migl:t possibly 
be issued ? 1 do recollect that he gave 

1.'" any reason C.m accoiiiit 

wJ‘y the sum is statCil at I4,oool/iii’fl’.e qut.s- 
lioii \b Pi'r? 4hen in the 

body of the rcporFff[\ ylefl'-rring to the 
appendix no, 4. it IS sf,'*^^at i6,oooI. ? I. 
cannot; 1 imagine it is some miMake. — Did 
carl Sr. Vinemr. in sajing^fiat this could not 
apply to the stone expedition, I'bake any refe- 
rence to 4;ie pHiticular sum stated in your 
qeusri.nr J belii ve npr. — In page 492 of 
tin, iiih report, /irc commissioners state the 
S’rrn of 1 6, cool, to be advanced for the per- 
formance of a secret naval service, which was 
djfccrcd by one of his Mjjcsri 's princijjial se- 
cretaries of srate, point out that part of 1 lie 
evidence from which you collected that this 
service was so directed ? It dots not appeal 
ihar it is mentioned in the evidenw-e, any 
otherwise than as it appears by an account in 
p»gc 509, in the nth report ; stating, “,that 
these bills had been is«.ucd by order of his 
Majesty's govcrrnient for a secret service, 
whith is not yet completed." — State to the 
committee on whar evidence you re{H)rted 
this fact; viz. that this secret service was di- 
rected by one of his Majesty's secretaiies of 
state? I am not clear whether any informa- 
tion i\d conic from sir A. S. Ilamond, or 
> . w 2 
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vihctlirr ir wns infcrrrd rrom tli.it cnrrj* in j of nmendment : I .tm satisfied t]» is was done 
the n-ar''i;i ohhc i'ci ount. — Sec whrtl er )ru with rtsprct to Mr. Guld!>ii jti’> evid^ice. 
can point it (Mit in fir A. S. Ilamond's evi- "I'hc additions which appear to ihe evidence, 
dcnce ? I caniiOf. — It appearing in the ?c- .is taken before ihc comiuissiosicri of naval 
count rr«;m the navy efiice, th.it ibv.se lulls ; t.nqiiiiy, in the appendixes to tl<c stveral le- 
were issued tor a SLcrct fervicc, v\as Av.y pons, aic ir.adi 1)/ tlic desire of tlie persons 
question put to sir A. S. IJamcnvi, as to the examined, at the. ti.i.e wlien the fair copies 
nature of iliai f.c/MCc? 1 do not reodlect of the evidence are read over to tl.cni, which 
that there was. — Had the subs'ance of the is seiretiircs lionc on the day on which the 
second qiicftion the ugh not in iliCfainc (onn evidence is giieii, but more cei'.eraliy on the 
in which it stands in the i ith rrpuri, lurn i following day, or at the subfccjtient peiioJ 
commiihicated to earl St. Vincent before he ftaied in the appendix, when tlu- examinants 
came before yon ? I really cannot say, 1 my- have dcsiicd to amend their evidence; all 
self had not any communication with carl Sr. alreratit-ns upon rcyding of th.e rnugh copies 
Vincent on that su!)j: cr, excepting as one (/t of the cvidcrce to the partus aic made at the 
the commibsioncis when he appeared before time, by striking out tiie answers ti.ey may 
us. , have given, .ind pcrmitdng them fosubstitme 

txatfthaiict* of Mfnry Nicholls, esq. Mich aniwer? as ibey irav juJve pre per. — JDId 
tnkiii tht f I the Ci n'mi'^suu'.cis ofi.aval fiujni-y dneet the 

It appearing (tat you were prtfcnt at the | f.iir copy u* he nnule diffcnjit in ary ici-pcet 
cxaminaiiv n of Mr. • Goldsmid before the j frr.m the rouirb. copy, except in Midi particu- 
Commissvorcrs of naval enquiry, on ibc 2^th j fars as Mr. CIoI Jsinicf dcsiitd or ?pprovcdof. ^ 
inf June 1SC4, vvtre the quoMions which were j or was it in f.irt in.adc ? 'L fu'V did not ; 
pn»pos' d ro him, and which app ar in no. 1 1, I J call Gnd to \vi*nc'.., ami dcclarciii the n;(,.sr 
in )be appendix to tic ijth rcpoir, prej aicd solemn maincr in which man u capable of 
and wiitten !)• fore Mr. Gt/ldsmid came to Sjiriikirg, that the ennm/nbi nu-rs of naval 
the board? I finnlv believe li t y were, and enquiry have odr, to my knowledge, vvith- 
fo the host of my kno’vvKdge and belief tiny ' held or kept l)..ck any part of the cviJcnce 
wete writ'cn bv l.imsflf. — Weic tl.c at.'iv^ers • given hth ic rl cm, or any document, paj»er, 
xvhich !.e gave to i‘H5''e <]iu Gtiviit'. t ikt n do V n ' or u riling, th.it wn uld liavc leiide.l to the 
in writing, and afterwards r<ad over rt) Id-n ? i crimination or excuipaiion of any iiuiividnai 
""I hey W'cre, bio it vv.i*S.‘i:h coi ' ider.iblt* vtitfi • whose coniluci they were anilimized to rn- 
culty the could oJy..V. iiircct .^rswt^l qu*re into; ,iiul ih.it il.cy have tnji neglected, 

irom ddsiu d, — fiad f.e lull opnor^i | a., far as i am capable of jiuiging. to puriui 

niiy to orriP'f any errdP so any course of cxaminaii'-n, or mtans of ob- 

l.iken d.uv n,^»^„\vas jl'? cxjdaintd to him lainirg ktiowlulgf, tfnu would h.;vc tended 
that he migl.t do .in i'^Tjc flra^ril ? Most a«- to cMininatc or t A 'u!| nro such individuals, 
suredly he Inul; the geuerai practice of tlie ! — Divl you, in poitit of (act, cn a subject of 
hoard is, afu r Vbe evidence has been taken | s-ich sei ions crimination of govermnenr, :r. 
down, to telhihe pr-rsmi cxanii^'ed that the j that contained in page qS6 of your inh 
qiicsiions and aiibwers are ab nt 10 b * read | repoit, whe.e )(»ii say, “ It w.is ceruinly 
over, to give him an ^'P'»rtunii; 'tf aheiing j proper that ih«: putdic credit sIiouKl lx; sap- 
or amending any answerySvt.iTli he inav haie pOiicd, bur we c.innut admit that this inea- 


given to ilic que>tii)ms put to him ; and J do suic \va-» indispi usably nece^jary for tli.i: 
rtot believe there has lieen any in ianre mi purpose," enter into any comiie (<f txa.iiina- 
which the hoard hasdeparteil l.••omsuc’) prac- ritm touching iliai ncee.s^it;, ? 'i he mea'^.nrs 
tice, or any imtance in which iher have refus- alludtd to was the issue of ,4,30^,000 of lic- 
cd to take down any evidence olfi'red by the tious navy bills, for the purpose of raistng 
party examined, however irn.lev;snt • it may money; the measure did not appear to tho' 
have been to the subject of the enquir), cummis.ioiicro of naval cMiquiry tube india- 
Afttr the rough copy of the evidence lia.s been pensably necessary, as parliament was silting 
'so read to the party, a fair copy of the evi- during the time wiicn most of these bills were 
dence is made, and previous to its being read so issued; and I did not, as oqe of the corn- 
tb the person fxj. mined, it Ims been the gene- missioners of naval enquiry, feel that chat 
19] practice of the boards and in no instance board was competent .to go into a course of 
I as it.lo my knowledge, been departed from, examination touching that neccr>sity, nor did 
to tell the person examined that he is at H they, in fact, go into such examination. — If 
be rty to amend, alter, or explain any part of Goldsmid had offered any evidence 

if c evidence which has been given by him, touching that necessity, would you have 
which would be added to hia evidence by way thought it foreign to the subject of yoiir en- 
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quiry? Had Mr. Goldpirid ofTcrrd Fiich assuredly they wert* siich Mr. 
evitttr.re, I ihink it would have been taken approved of, as I b-dieve Mr. Goldsmid did 
<li,\vn as apart ot his fxandnariun, and have alter some of his *jiisver> njv)n the evidence 
appeufd in the appendix, but I do not ihink being read over to liiin. — \Mien Mr. Gold- 
jt would have been noticed in the report, as smid appeared before the coiirnissi oners on 
J did nor think tlie boar! competent to po the 25 th June i So j., vv<i.s tnere .my t i:.i!nina- 
into an entjuiry as to the necessiry ot the ti<»n of "vlr. Goldinnid bv’ the coriMnisslo.ners, 
measure. — If )ou did not think the board either verbally or in writing, coiulucted by 
coinpeieni to go into such entjuity, cm you way of question and answer, ai here, except 
give a reason VI hy the board thought itself what appeals in th;; appendixes to the lemh 
competent to give the c'pininn before recited and ii.h irporrs? 1 a;n .satisfied there was 
iij page 4S6 of the iith reptirr ? d he boaiu not, the wliole of liie '•11 ist'ince of theevi- 
thouglu itself competent to give such opinion, tlencc given by Mr. Giddsmid was t.iken 
from a knowledge that pirliament was sitting down, and iinpears in rhe appendix to those 
during the time wiien the grcatci part of the reports, but there was a great deal of irrclc- 
bills were issued for the purpose of raising vant conversition betwiicn Mr. Goldsrnid 
money, but they did not thii'k themselves and some of the member . of the board, wliich 
competent to call upon the lords of the trci- was not taken down. — Dnl Mr. G jldsmid, 
sury to know what was the stare of tlie trea- v.ht-n lie vyas before the c nunl'-ifinerj on the 
bury at the different periods wlum those bills 7 ^th of June. iSof or q h or Juli', state any 
were issued. — Did the board cncer into any ihnig to ilvm on ihe .-ubjecr h' n ’cessity 
enquiry as to the sifting of parliament, a.s or utility ol the is'-tic o- the bd! , in question, 
c»mnectcd with thcrespecuvc commencements and if he did, at 1 m: time /ind in what man- 
aiid continuance of the isfuc of the bills above mr? Ido not believe ih.it Mr. Golusmid 
referred to? The board did not enter into did .uate anv tiling to the lioard on eitlur of 
any such enquiry; it will be ^cell, on refc- those days, as to ihe necc. iiy or udliiy (>f 
rence to the dates of the .S(fveral bi/I:, that the inc?suie; and if he had .s^rU'‘.i any thin:» 
the greater part of them were i.ssue l during a-> to tlie utility of the measure, 1 am satblicJ 
t!ie time that p/irliament is usually '^inim?. — j it woidd have been srron.qly iniprerved upon 
Dill the hoard take into tlieir con.^ideratioo, | rny mind. — Vvliy, if .Vlr. GoMsmid had made 
whether parliament wa: or was not sitting at | such s atemems, would it have madesiicn ini« 
till' ic' pective commencements of r | prc'sion on yocr mtud? Bec'uisc f!»c 'u!)- 

J do not understand what i.s meant by the iject was frequent! w^ilis^U's-d the bn.ifd, a'l 
respective coininenLCmcnfs of tluse issut i to the necessity ot f he ^tid corn- 

thc board were aware tl.at parli3;n*‘iit was pa>'n^^ rhi, nioai^urcfadcnred b:> gov rnrnent 
not fitting when the bills neic first ie/'Ued in for rai.'ino nionev>H i’di any other measure 
October iSco.— Areyoa not aware that it thouglit practicable . srcs. so la'iic pu:p')*«e; 
appears from the atco'.inr, no, 4. in the ,ip- and I am sure in the coli'-se of ihe vanoiit 
peiulix, that ihcue bills ceased to issue? for a discussions wlucli did t: pluc‘% that^ i 

lime on the 7th of March 1801, and com- should myself haw siatCvi anv thing which 
rncnccd againoii the gtli of September of that ' Mr. CotM-'niid miglit have j.iid as to the uti- 
jear? It appears so on rcIVrer. 'c to the ro-J lity oi li.e mea>.ure. — dy wnom were tho.- 
port, and it also appears th^y were coniiimcd | various d.scm.-...-. i-arried on ? J|v the dif 
to he issued until M.iy 1802, without any . lerent members of i!ie board ; 1 did inysdf 
material lapse of time. — Weie th«; answer.s ; generally take a pait in such discussions. 
which appear in the printed exai/.ination of j Had those discic.^ions reference to the sub- 
Mr. GoIdsTnid, gi\cn by him to each ques- * jeet this report ? xMost assuredly. Were 
lion distiiic;Iy upon its being read to him, or \ they carried on wdth a view ot making up the 
• were they the substance of his convr rsa.ion? 1 opinion of the board as to the expediency or 
wi(h the comimVionens, pi^t in writing by inexpediency of this particular measure? They 
the clerk after the commissioners had con- were carried on with a view tj makeuptlis 
suited a.nciigf't themselves, and determined opinion of the board on the report. — Did yon 
how much it w'.as requisite to have written examine any evid.'ncc touching the necessity 
down? d he commissioners never consulted or utility ol the measure? None; but some 
how much of Mr. Goldsmid's evidence it was questions which may appear to have relation 
ntccssarv to take down ; ihe:c was consider- thereto, which were pit to the comptroller of 
able difficulty in obtaining direct answers the navy, and appear in the appendix Vi tho 
from Mr. Goldsmid ; as far as I am caigablc r iib reporr.— Did you examine Mr. Gold- 
of rccolieciing, the answers to each question smid as to the neccs:>ity or utility of the 
were dictated by Mr. GolJs nid, and iiaost mcajurc? Most assuredly not.— Did 3 *ou 

I . 
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conceire Mr. Goldsmith to he n person com- 
pcrent to speak of the comparative advantage 
or disadvantage of difiercnt modes of raising 
money? 1 never considered whether Mr. 
Gcvldsmlu was or was not competent ; if J had 
/ornir<^ajijdgment Irom his manner, Ishould not 
have thought him competent — Did \oucon 
aider the comptroller of the n-ivy as the mo»^t 
competent person whom >ou coukI call be- 
fore you, to enable you to form a judgment as 
to the comparative advantage or disadvantage 
of different modes of raising money ? No — 1( 
the opinion of the board, formed on the dis 
CJi'sions before referred to, had been favour- 
able to the utility or necessity of this mea- 
sure compared with others, would it have 
been stated in the i iih report? It is impo.s- 
Tsllde for any individual nxrmher of a board 
compi-S'-d of five persons, to stare what would 
or i\hat would not have been entered in a rc 
port to be ilrawn up by them. — Wtnild it 
have raisfd a qm-5fi«»n amongst the commis 
flioners, whether it would o'r W’oiild not haic 
Iwen s ated in their report? I think it cer- 
tainly would. 

H bt fiv they txnmwnihn a/I f F N R Y N ICHOL Ls, 
the lO*h 'J'lne 1S05. 

Adverting to the question pur to you the 
lajt but one on Fridav la'-t, would you, as a 
membf r of the board, Invc thought it right 
that it should so sjated ? 11 the necrs-it) 
or the iininy of the rr.e.ti^re had appealed in 
the scvejg^'iiiTcusi.ions ffiTore the board, J 
lb ink 1 sh^J liave vorrfj for it-> being st^d 
in the ropf)rfi^-j^V<Te ihext^mi'siorft'T'v.r.ware 
tl'.at the nav\ e^Hw^itcs framed with refc- 
Tci.ee to tlic nuinl^;/jV men voted, aiui noi 
svith reference to the prices of naval stores 
and provisiont. ? \ certainly wa*^, and 1 be 
jievc the ctl cr*meiidx:rs ot the b ard were?— - 
Were they aware that ihc excess qf expendi 
tiire for the naval the votes of 

the year, makes part of the navy debt which 
is laid before parliament in the ensuing year, 
or did they make any enquiry iiuo that suo- 
jecs ? 1 really do not know whether they were 
aware of that circiimsiancc or not, and 1 be- 
lieve they made no enquiry into the subject. — 
XVere they aware that the navy ninety-day 
hills outstanding at the end of each year, 
make part of the navy debt which is laid he 
foreq>ailiamenc in the ensuing year, or did 
they make any enquiry info that subject ? I 
do not know that they were aware of that 
circumstance, nor do j. know they made any 
enquiry into that subject. — ^Did they enquire 
into the price of naval and victualling stores 
at the period of the first issue of the bills nc- 
greiated by Mr.GoIdcmid, in the year 1800 ? 
Ceruiidy oot.— Oid they enquiie into the 


state of the money mirket at that period,^ or 
at ti c period of the issue of the bills negoci- 
ared by Mr. Goldsmid, in September 1801 ? 
They did not go into that enquiry or the en- 
quiiies before alluded to, because whatever 
were the prices of navabstores, or the state of 
the money market, it app'^ared to them vvhilc 
parliament was sitting, (hat if the votes for 
the service of the navy had been insufficient, 
there might have been a vote of exchequer 
bills to have supplied such deficiency, — Did 
Mr. Goldsmid while before the hoard, on the 
25th June 1804, give the commissioners of 
naval enrjuiry any information respecting the 
state of the money market, at or during the 
continuance of the issue of the bills in ques- 
tion? 1 firmly believe he did not. — Are you 
positive he did not ? I h ive a tolerable good 
memory, :*Md I should Svvear, if call'd upon, 
to the best of icv know led *ic and bel'.ef that 
he did n )t. — Did Mr. Goldsmid stare aiiy 
facts f'T opinions to shew that the isvsue of the 
bills in question was a more advantageous 
mode of raising money, umlcr the then ex- 
isting circumstances, than by an isS^uc of ex- 
chequer bills ^ 1 firmly believe he did not.— . 
fn point of fact, was any part of Mr. Gold- 
mid s evidence taken down, which did not 
appear to the commissioners of naval cnqu:ry 
to l)c direct answers to the questions previ- 
ously prepared and put to him ? Jt is iinpos- 
sible lor me on recollection to say. but I think 
it pro’)a))Ic that Mr. Goldsmid might have 
given answers w'hich w'crc nor considered di- 
rect answers, ami which Mr. Goldsmid might 
have altered or amended previous to the lair 
copy of his evidence being made. — Do you 
luean to ray, that no part of Mr, Goldsmid's 
answers was omitird to be taken down, or 
was altered and amended, except at his ex- 
press desire ? 1 most assuredly mean to .say, 
'that Mr. Goldsmid’s answers were not altered 
or amended except at his express desire, nor 
do 1 know' that any part of his answers were 
omitted to be taken down, — Are his answers, 
as reported in the appendix in ^he eleventh 
report, in the very words used and dictated 
by him ? It is impossible for me-to say, but 
1 believe they are as they were originally 
taken down, or as they were ameniTed by 
him.— Did any answers or words of Mr. 
Goldsmid's, rliat you considered as irrele- 
vant, relate in any way to the policy, utility, 
necessity, or economy of the measure of the 
issue of navy bills ? This is a question tlwjc 
has in substance been put to me more than 
once, and I called God to witness, that I do 
not believe Mr. Goldsmid stated to the com- 
missioners of naval enquiry, any thing rc- 
8|>ctting the policy, the utility, the necessity* 
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or the economy of that measure. — Was all 
ihafi*Mr. GoLlsinid oficred as evidence taken 
do'vn, whether you considered it relevant or 
not, and entered in the appendix ? 1 believe 
all that was offered by Mr. Goldsmid as evi- 
dence in answer to the questions that were 
previously written and put to him, was t.iken 
down ; and 1 believe all that he offered as 
evidence appears in the appendix to the 
eleventh report, except such part of the 
answers as were amended at his desire. — Do 
you speak from an exact recollection df what 
passed in Mr. Goldsmid 's evidence, specifi- 
cally on the 25th June and qth July, or only 
from your recollection of ihcgciicral practice 
oF the board ? I speak from the general prac- 
tice of the board, and from the best of my 
recollection with respect to Mr. Goldsmid *s 
evidence. — What do you mean by the consi- 
derable diiHcuhies which the board had to 
obtain direct answers from Mr. Golds.nid ? 
I mean ro allude to Mr, Goldsniid's con- 
fused manner in dictating the answers to the 
questions put to him, and first calling upon 
one member and then on another to explain 
his answers to them. — Did Mr. Goldsmid, 
at any time during his examinaiion or subse- 
quent to it, express any dissatisfaction toiHe 
commissioners at the mode in which that exa- 
mination was conducted, or any apprehen- 
sion that his evidence was imperfectly taken 
down ? Most assuredly not. — Did you, or 
did the commissioners of naval enquiry in 
general, conceive that an issue of exchequer 
bills could have been vored by parliament at 
the respective periods when the bills to Mr. 
Cllenny, and Messrs. Donaldson and GIcnny, 
were issued, without causing a great depre- 
ciation of exchequer bills then outstanding, 
and without great consequent loss to the puF)- 
iic ? I did not enter into such considerations, 
nor do I believe the other commissioners of 
naval enquiry did. — Did Mr. GoIdMnid, in^ 
the course of his conversation'; with the com- 
missioners, stare any thing tending to prove 
chat his majesty's government v. as either not 
justifiable in ^suir.g navy bills, or that they 
had not adopted the best mode of raising 
.money for the supporting of public credit r 
I believe not. — If Mr. Goldsmid had made 
such a statement, should you have considered 
it as subject matter for your repoic? I be- 
lieve nor, as the commissif)ners cf naval en- 
quiry did not feel themselves authoriz'd to 
go into such enquiry. — You having men- 
tioned that all the questions put to Mr. Gold- 
smid, were written down bcibre Mr. Gold- 
senid came to the board, was that the case 
with reg.ird to all the other witnesses wnose 
cvijer.ee appears in the appendix to the 
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eleventh report? It has been the general 
practice of the board to write down qiies- 
lions previous to the examination of indivi- 
duals, and to pur such furth;:r (pjcsrions ai 
may be necessary upon the marter that may 
arise out of the evidence ; but it is impossi- 
ble for me to say whether the whole of rhe 
questions put to the oth-r witiuss. whose 
evidence nppears in the appendix ro the 
eleventh report, was written down previous 
to their examination, without reading the 
whole of the evidence given by them, and 
considering whether the qiiej.'ions weje or 
were not written down previous to their exa- 
mination. — Can you state why your recol- 
lection, that every question put ro Mr. Gold- 
smid was written down previous to his 
coming before the b>arf, is more perfect 
than as to the examina-ion of the. other wit- 
nesses? Because Mr. Goldsmid's examina- 
tion is considerably shorter than that of otliT 
witnesses, and 1 have particularly directed 
my attention to the qih*stions put to Mr, 
Goldsmid since the sitting of this commit- 
tee. — Can you recollect what length of time 
Mr. Golds nid was before the board on the 
25th June, when he gave the evidence con- 
tained in the tenth and eleventh reports? I 
certainly cannot. — Is it from the present 
view and cons'dcration of the questions put. 
to Mr. Goldsmid on the 2 5ih of June, that 
you c<include, in [x>int of bicr, the qucsiioiii 
were all written down previou'^ his coming 
before you ? It is from a belief ilfat I did 
m>s"df write the questions down previous to 
Mr. Goldsmid’s cxaniinatlor*. — Were the 
four que'-rions, which . oiKiar by the appendix 
to the elc\ciith leport, p^ge ^02, to have 
bx‘cn put to sir Andrew Si .q)c Hamond on 
the 8i!i June i 804, wriitei du'"r. previous to 
his coining before the b.iard of commission- 
ers ? I b“)iL "c they w^ere not; the third ques- 
tion was^ I bel.’c'’r\ pui by m)se!f upon the 
matter giowing out of sir Andrew Snape Ha- 
mond'£ auhwei to tlic first queiition, — Do you 
recollfcr w hether the other three were, or any 
of them? 1 cannot speak with certainty; sit 
Andrew .Sn-ipe Ifamond attended on the 8th 
of June for the purpose of signing his evi- 
dence, and was lun summoned by the board; 
but 1 am inclined to think the first and se- 
cond questions were w'rittcn down previous 
to his corning there. — When questions were 
wri.ien dow'n previous to ihe person coming 
before the commissioners, were they discus- 
sed and agreed to be put by the members of 
the board ^ 1 lielieve in alf instances whera 
the persons attending have been summoned 
before the board by piccept, the ques'ion^ 
have been read to the beard, and such of 
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them (liscufised as were judged necessary. 
Df) you recollect any discussions on any ol 
the four questions put to sir Andrew Snape 
Hamoud on that day ? I do not believe any 
of those qucsrioris were di'-cussed, they do 
not seem to me of a nature that the board 
were likely to discuss; and tlie third ques- 
tion w«as, I I'clieve, put by myself in the 
course of sir Andrew Snape IlamontPs exa 
mination, and not objected to by the board. 
— -Loek at the report, page 492, and to the 
appendix, no. 4, page 508, and then turn loj 
page *533, no. 23, of the clcvepih report; 
the sum advanced to Messrs. Hammcrsicy, 
between 18th Febru iry and 21st April, be- 
ing stated in pigc 492 of the report, and 
page ^08 of ibc appei.dix, at 16, cool, and 
the second question in appendix no. 23, 
stating it at 14,000!.; can you account loi 
this difference? In putting the last question 
to carl Sr. \'’'incc‘i't, there appears to have 
been an error, w'hich t should think had 
arisen from adding up tlic amount of thc| 
ninety-day bills advanced to Messrs. Ham- 
itierslcy, and not including (he ready money 
imprest bills. — Was the second quevtion in 
no. 23, prepared before earl Sf- Vincent 
came to his cxamin;v>ron ? 1 am satisfied it 
was.— Did any thirg, and what, pass be- 
tween carl St. Vincent and the comnii.ssion- 
ers, or any of them, relative to the subject 
of that question, ulnch is not recorded in 
the ppf^cjjjfeCTi did myself ;isk earl St. Vin- 
cent, if he thought the money issued to 
IMcssrs. Haiiyntraley and co. could be 'for 
the purpose or ^Iclrayii^ the cxpencc of the 
stone ships; 1 dofci? recollect the precise 
words of his lordship’s answer, but the fub- 
dtimce of it was, l^yit he uas satisfied it would 
not, as he had been assureil tb.it the expence 
of the stone ships should not be defi‘a}cd out 
of the money voted *fQj[ihe^^'icc of the 
liavy ; whether this qucstiolTwas put to carl 
St. Vincent immediately upon his giving the 
answer to the second quc.stion in the appe - 
dix, or whether it was while the fair copy of 
the evidence was making (as bis lordship re- 
mained in the room) I cannot say. — Had the 
cominisbioncis, or any of them, reason at that 
time to know or believe the secret service re 
ferred to, was in fact the stone expedition? 
Most assuredly they had not, I had inysell 
locked to every service which I thought this 
money could have been advanced for. — Did 
eatl bt. Vincent ir.cniion the amount of the 
sum said to be advanced for that service 
{which you say wa.s erroneously stated by 
you to him at 14,000!. instead of 16,000!.} 
one of his grounds for not believing the 
tc'i ' 


expedition ? Lord St. Vincent appeared to 
bs altogether umtequainted that any money 
issued for the .service of the navy had been 
advanced to defray the expence of the stone 
ships; I do not believe hi.s lordship mention- 
ed any sum i\b having been advanced for that 
purpose. — Had you or any other of the com- 
mib.sioners, to your knowledge, any commu- 
nication with earl Sr. Vincent relative to the 
subject matter, or to the framing the eleventh 
report, previous to his examination before 
you ? 1 believe I sav/ lord Sr. Vincent twice 
only from the commencement of the proceed- 
ings of the commissioners of naval enquiry, 
to the tinui of bis quitting the admiralty; 
and I think in the first conversation I had 
with him, soon after the commencement of 
the commission, the .subject of the issue of 
fictitioi.s navy bills was mentioned ; and I 
think in a conversation 1 had with earl St. 
Vincent, sincti he quitted the admiralty, I 
did 35 k him if he knew for what purpose the 
money had been impretted to Mc.ssrs. Ham- 
iner.dty : 1 do not know that the other mem- 
bers of tlie board had any communication 
with earl St. Vincent. — Can you recollect at 
about what time this lastcotnmunicarion took 
place? 1 really do not rLcollect ; but the im- 
prtsdon of my mind if, it was about six 
weeks or two months before lord St. Vincent 
was examined. — Had you or any otlier of the 
commissioners any cotmnunication with earl 
St. V^incent, lelative to the subject matter, 
or to the framing of the eleventh report, sub- 
H*(|iient to his lordship'.s examination ? I cer- 
tainly had not; nor do 1 believe any of the 
other commissioners hail. — In that commu- 
nication you say you had witli carl Sr. Vin- 
cent, about six weeks picvious to Ids exami- 
nation, had you any di.scu.s.sion with him re- 
lative to the evidence whiLh the cnmniisdon- 
ers had received respecting the is.sue of navy 
bills, or to tijc report which the commission- 
ers were to frame upon that subject ? 1 never 
had any communication with carl St, Vin- 
cent on the subject of the t videnqe given be- 
fore the cormmissioners of naval enquiry, or 
on the subject of any report tl>ry were to 
frame on such evidence. — Had you any dis- * 
ciis.sion with hi.s lordship relative to flu* ne- 
cessity or expediency of issuing those bills, 
or t * the legality or illegality of that mca- 
.sure, in the interval between tifking the evi- 
dence on that subject and framing the report ? 
Certainly not. — Did the letter received from 
sir Andrew Snape Hamond, on 1st Decem- 
ber 1804, convey to the commissioners of 
nav^l enquiry ihc imprrs.sion, that the secret 
service for winch the i6,cool. was in fact the 
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Boulogne, which has been called the stone 
cxp?diiion»? Sir Andrew Snape Hamond*s 
letter, received by the commissioners of naval 
enquiry on the ist December 1804, with its 
inclo.sure, did convey to me, as one of the 
commissioners of naval enquiry, an impres- 
sion that the project therein alluded to waj 
the sfonc expedition.— Did the commission- 
ers ol naval enquiry, at any time between 
the icct'ipt of sir Andiew Snape Hamond*s 
letter, and the making of their report on 4th 
IVlarch last, communicate to carl St. Vincent 
their impression, that that secret seivice was 
in fact ihc stone expedition, in order to af- 
ford his lordship (it he should so think fit) 
an opportunity of correcting his evidence on 
that subject ? 'Vhe commissioners of naval 
enquiry had not any communication with 
earl St, Vincent in consequence of the letter 
received from sir Andrew Snane Hamond, 
nor should [, as one of the commissioners of 
naval enquiry, have thought it necessary to 
hare had any communication with carl St. 
\'inccnt, as the question to him related to 
his having authorized the comptroller of the 
navy to px'rform any secret service for which 
the money was advanced to Messrs. Ifain- 
nicrsley, or to his having any know ledge of 
the transaction, 

jT/v exfitninaiion flf the right ho 7 u Charles 
Long, tahn the ixth of June 180^. 
When did you become secretary to the 
treasury ? In the beginning ol the year 1791 , 
and continued in that ofHcc till the middle of 
the year 1801. — Can you state to the com- 
mittee, what ihe/:ircnmsiances were that led 
to the issue of navy bills to Mr, Glen.^y at 
the end of October 1800? Upon the exami- 
nation Q^thc supplies voted for the service of 
the navy in the course of t^at year, it was 
found that they would not be suOicient to de- 
fray the fxpence that would be incurred, and 
the issue of these navy bills was supposed to 
be the most advantageous mode of making 
good the deficiency. — At what period did it 
first appear that it would be necessary to have 
recourse to Inch' a mode of raising money? 

It was evident early in September in that 
<5’ear, that the supplies would not hold out, 
and thejneasurc was then taken of pcnr.itting 
persons who held navy bills which became 
due, to take other navy bills in exchange in- 
stead of' money ; but this mode not furnish- 
ing the additional supply that was required,* 
recourse was had to the measure of issuing 
the navy bills in question, — Can you state by 
whom this mbde of issuing the navy bills *1 
question, for supplying the deficiency, was 
first suggested ? 1 cannot state positively*by 
whom that mode was suggested, but the uiea- 

VoL, V.— 
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sure was taken with the full concurrence of 
the chancellor of ihc exchequer. — Could any 
other mode of supplying the demands for the 
naval service have been adopted equally ad- 
vanfageoiis to the state withihe issue of ihesij 
bills, when the expedient W’as icsorted to ? 
'fhis point was fulfy considered, and it wa<i 
determined that no measure which could have 
been taken w'ould have been so beuclici d to 
the public in point of economy as that which 
was adopted. — Can you stare whether the 
chancellor of the exchequer expressed at any 
lime any apprehension arising from tlie irre- 
gularity of the proceeding ? 1 do not reincm-, 
her his ever expressing any such apprehen- 
sion. — Does the reason you have vaCed for ' 
the issue of ihe navy hills in question, arising 
upon the deficiency of the supply’s, apply to 
all the navy bills issued to Mr. Clenny, or to 
Messrs. Donaldson and Glenn v, from ihq 
month of October 1800 to the month of 
March iSoi ? Yes, it does. — Can you st.ate 
in what manner the sums raised by the sale 
of navy bills in the year r8oo, .nnd in the be- 
ginning of the year 1 801, were uhimritely re- 
placed by parliament? I conceive the navy 
bills so issued were paid ofiin the manner in 
which all other navy bills are paid off, by a 
subsequent vote tor naval services. — Do you 
mean to allude to a vote for nav.d services for 
the current services of the enduing year? I 
do ; I would here add, that }he navy bills 
becoming due after 51st December in any 
one year, constitute a part of the navy debt* • 
w'hicli is of couise paid out of the sums for 
naval si^rviecs in the year in which they l>c- 
come due.— Did you or entertain at 

the time any apprchcnslon’of irregularity in 
the transaction ? 'I'he transaciion was ce^^ 
tainly new, no occasion htvjng^«Ti5cn since 
the passing of the act 37 Geo. III. which 
rendered it recessary to have recourse to such 
an expedient; burdf in* the term " irregu- 
larity,’' the slightest degree of impropriety 
is implied in that sense, 1 cannot admit it to 
be irregular, and of course couM not have 
expressed any such opinion.— Did you refej^ 
to the act 0/37 Geo. 111 . with a view of as- 
certaining whether there was any thing in • 
that act which appeared to prohibit the, issue 
of these bills? 1 referred at ihe time to that 
act, and (o an act of the 34 Geo. HI. and 
was satisfied there was nothing in either'of 
those .nets to prohibit such an isfue. — Were 
you aware of any other sratufe which regu- 
lated fhe issue of navy bills? I di‘l not refer ^ 
to any other, nor am I aware that there is; 
any o^her that- regulates the issue of navy'' 
bills. — Turn to the appendix, no. 6. of the • 
iith report; had the navy board siniilat au,-v. 
n 
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thority from the treasury fo?Mch specific is- 
sue of these bills? I have no doubt they had. 

Aie y«.u aw.ii-c of any instance in which 
the navy board have refused to comply with 
the directioi s of the treasury, in respect to 
the mode of iscoiiig money for naval services ? 
I am noT.-i — Bclorc the act of the 34 Geo. III. 
%t*as it usual to contract navy debt to the 
amount of the excess of the expenditure for 
the nav»] service of the year beyond the votes 
of the year, without* the previous consent of 
parliament ? It certainly was, to any extent 
which the public service required, subject of 
course to the subsequent examination and 
controul of pnrliamcni, when the amount of 
navy debt so created came to be taken into 
.consideration.-— Before the act 34 Geo. 111 . 
did navy bills outstanding on the 31st De- 
cember in each year, make part of the navy 
debt to he subsequently voted by parliament ? 
They did. — After the 34 Geo. III. did navy 
bills outsianding on the 31st December in 
each year, make part of tlic navy debt to be 
suhstquenily l.<id before parliament? They 
did. — After the 37 Geo. JJI. did the same 
practice conriiuie with respect to ninety- day 
bills outstandn^g on the 3isr December in 
each )ear? Jt did ; 1 conceive the object ot 
thesr- acts to have bson to keep up tlic credit 
of navv bdls, and not in any degree to vary 
this prticfice, or to limit the power of cre- 
ating navy debt, as lai as wa:, necessary fur 
the public s^rVicc. — Ate you aware of any 
^ instance in vildch iilo-.iey has ever been voted 
by parliament, ‘>p*:rifi> ally, in aid of the 
luvy MI poll to of the } ear, within that same 
year, except in case^of an augmentation of 
ihe 'number of salhficn ? I do not recollect 

furlher^Xfim}^*ation of IL firy Nu hells, esq, 

^ahn the \''b of June i Foj. 

In page j{<)2 of the 1 jth n port^b is stated, 
that a perforrnanceof secret naval seivicc 
directed by one of his majesty ^ princi- 
piWlecrefaries of state; what evidence was 
there bt forc the boaril that it was so direct- 
ed ? The information was received in a letter 
from the comptroller of the navy, on the isr 
of December 1804, a copy of which, and of 
its inclosnre, I now produce; the date of the 
letter appears by mistake to be the 3cdi Sep- 
tember instead of the 30th November; the 
coifimissioncrs of naval enquiry did not chink 
it right to enter the comptroller's letter in the 
appendix to the nth report, as it conveyed 
a prop sal to the commissioners of naval en- 
quiry, which their duty would not allow 
ihcm to accede to; the printed copy of the 
^ comptroller’s letter laid before the bouse of 


commons, differs from the original as sent to 
the commissioners of n.aval crtquirjt. — What 
was the pH'posal to which the commissioners 
thought (heir duty would not allow them to 
accede? The comptroller, in his letter of 
30th November, proposed to lay before the 
commissioners of naval enquiry, privately, 
all the papers relative to the transaction, pro- 
vided he was assured that it would nut be 
publicly reported on. 

The further examination of sir Andrenu Suape 
Hamond, hart, tahn ihe i']th of June 1 80 c. 

How do you account for the difference be* 
tween the letter sent by you to the commis- 
sioners of naval enquiry on the 30th of No- 
vember Inst, and the copy of it transmitted 
by you to the lords of the adraipalty on the 
22d of April last ? If it does differ in the 
smallest degree, I can only express my sur- 
prise and regret, as it must have happened 
without ihc smallest intemion on my part. I 
first wrote a draft of the letter, which I shew^- 
ed ro one of the commissioners of (he navy 
for his approbation ; that draft was corrected 
in several places, and written fair by the de- 
puty secretary, and such fair copy was sign- 
ed by me, and sent to the commissioners of 
naval enquiry; as to the date, it must evi- 
demly have appealed to the commissioners 
that it was a mistake, as their precept, to 
which this letter whs an answer, was dated 
the ijlh of November, and as my letter in 
taking notice of their ptccepr mentions the 
15th instant, there could not be tiie smallest 
doubt but that my letter wus written on the 
30ih November instead of the 30th Scpiem- 
f)cr; and, though J peredveby tlieleirti now 
produced to me, that there are several words, 
though not the same, yet importing ihe same 
meaning, I trust it will appear rfiatwhaicver 
dilFcrtnce therd may be, the substance is in 
no degree changed. — From what document 
ill the navy office was the copy of the letter, 
no. IT, made, which was transmitted to the 
admiralty? From the very same draft; but 
copied by another clerk. — Docs that docu- 
iiitnc still remain in the navy office? 1 un- 
derstand it does not; but the clerk is here 
who will explain ihat,-— Can you account to^ 
(he commitiee for the circumstance of the 
original draft, which was in the navy office 
in April last, not being there now? When 
(he clerk made out copies of ail the papers 
which 1 sent to t?».^ admiralty on 22d April, 
1 remember his celling me that he had made 
fair copies of all my drafts of the letters, and 
that as the one in question was very much 
scratched, he asked me if 1 had any objec- 
iim to his tearing it ; to which 1 agreed. — 
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Were any oilier of your drafts^ of which he 
inaSc a fair copy at that time, destroyed? 
I rather think they wetc. 

^he examination of Mr* Joseph Edwards, 
taken the i^th June iSoj. 

Did you copy the inclosurcs that were 
transmitted to the admiralty from the com- 
tnissioners of the navy, in their letter of ztd 
April 1805? ^ copied the whole of the let- 
ters that were sent by the comptroller of the 
navy on the aid April 1805. — whaf 
document did you copy no. 11.? From the 
rough draft of a letter ^iven to me by the 
comptroller, to copy. — Did yon return that 
rough draft to the comptroller? 1 did, and 
put it into the hands of the comptroller w'ith 
the copy I had made; he asked me if that 
was a correct copy, and 1 answered him, 
yes, it was an exact copy ; he then said, 
there could l>e no occiision to keep two; 
and the one I had made being fair, the other 
• might be destroyed ; from that fair copy I 
mad** the one that was sent to the admiralty. 
— Was the draft you copied from much 
scratched, or in any othe r respect difficult 
to re ad ? The rough draft put into my hands 
bv the comptroller had several words that 
were run through with a pen, and likewise 
interlineations ; it was by no means difficult 
for me to read it, being very much in the 
habit of writing from his rough drafts, but 
I do not think that people in general would 
have been able to read it very easily. — ^In 
W'hoiC hand-writing is the letter from sir An- 
drew Snape Hamond to the commissioners 
of naval enquiry, now shewn to you? In 
the hand- writing of Mr. G. Smith, now de- 
puty secTCfary to the navy hoard, 

Tk:e Jur/if^r examinathn of Abraham Goldi^mU ^ 
t'iq. taken ihr i^thof 'fune iSo^. 

Have you carefully read over your evi- 
dence, and is there any alteration you wish 
to make ? 1 have read it over carcfull^^ and 
there is no alteration 1 wish to make. 

No. I ,^-Xioiiy of naiy hoard patent ^ dated 
le^th Majf^ 44 Geo, IN, 

• No. 2. — Copy of order in council, dated %th 
fane. 1796. 

No. ^.^Copy of im tractions of the lords of 
the admiralty ; dated iqth August 1796- 

No. s^^^^Accouni of the sum rematnv/g unap~ 
plied of the grant for naval services, for the 
years 1800 and 1 80 1, on the \si of September 
in each of these yea^y respectively, Sc, ^ . 

No. 5. — Amount of debt of the n/PVy on 31)/ 
December in each year, from to in- 

clusive, and from 1794 /« 1802 inclusive. 

No, 6,'^ Annum f grants for naval lervites 


unapplied on zothjuly rSoo and 2Qth June 
1801 ,• and also, payments made for naval set* 
vices in July and August 1000, and Jun€% 
July, and August i So i . 

No, •j,-^An account of sums paid in dis* 
charge of uineiy-day bills in each month tn the 
years 1 800, 1 80 1 , and 1 8<||» 

No. 8 A comparison of the average prices 

paid f,r different species of provisions beivoeen 
the t St January and ^ist December *witb 

those paid for in the same months in the foll</m^ 
ittg year. 

No. g,-~^A comparison of the sums paid for 
pr^'iskns hetv'eeu the 1 st Jamiary and 3 I st Au* 
gust 1799» Viiih those puti for in the same 
month tn the present year. 

No, 10 . — A cum pari son of the sums paid fit 
the several arikhs in the re?naining f mr months 
in the year 1 799, Vui/h those for the same months 
in ihi year \ %<yQ, 

No. 1,1. — An account of the hills that vtere 
issued for the lemvoal of ninety- day bslls, be-* 
coming due in the years 1 800 and i Sor . 

Nos. 12, 13, 14, arid — Cuphs of letters 

ftom Chat Its Long, esq, to the commissioners of 
the ttaiy, dated ^th September 1800; 2 id 
October iSoo; 4'^ February i8oi; and 
March I Sot. 

Nos, 1 6 to 2 1 . — Copies of letters from NUho- 
\ las Vansittart, esq, to ditto, dated Septem- 
ber t8ol; td Novstnher 1801 ; ^th Ftbruaty 
1802; 2 ^d March 1S02; 2 ist April i802# 
and ^oth Apnl i So2. * 

No. 22. — An account, shevoigg the grants of 
parliament for nazal services in each year, from 
1796 toy tSo2 , both inclusive, ' 

Nos. 23 to 29 , — Esfimrtles of thedtbl of his 
majesty 5 navy, as it stood on the ^isf Deamher 
1796; 31J/ December 1797*; 31// Dtcemhsf^ 

1 798 ; 3 1 »/ Deci mber 1799; 3 Ut December 
iSoo,‘ 3>J/ December iSoi anu 3I)/ Duem- 
her 1S02. * 

No- 30 . — Copy of a Liter fom earl St, Ifin- 
cent to lord Hobart, dated Ricketts, Febl'^z, 
i 1 804. 

j My dear Lord, — T was so ill on Sanirday, 

I when your lordship had the goudnc'iio call, 
i as to be incapable of utterance; ami had I 
I not quitted town immediaicly, I am conf- 
ident 1 should have expired ; 1 am s miewhat 
I better, and some of the worst symptoms arc 

i disappearing.-— Mr. is a very iniflli#- 

! gent man, and has been much cmnMycd by 
I government; and we all know that ihe smug- 
glers are capable of great cntrrprizt ; I ih^rcr 
I fore do not venture to give r*n opinion so de« 
cidcdly against his proposirion lor dio*rking 
i the entrance of Boulogne, as. 1 otl^crwise 
i should. In our hands there would not be the 
remotest probability of the success he so sail* 

. » 2 
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guincly holds forth; but if the smugglers 
will iindtriake it for a given reward, payor 
play, it may be worth auending to. 

Your’s, &c. St. 

No. 51. — of €t Liter fr',m sir A, S. 
Tfamend, hart, to the earl of St. Vincent, dated 
ya<vy Office, ^tb March i S04., as printed hy 
order oj the komt^ 2 ()th April JS05. See 
vol. 4, p. 469. 

No. 32 . — Copy of a letter from lord iJohart 
h sir Andrt ou Snape llamond, dated Donwiwg- 
stieety c^th February \ %o\; as printed by order 
of the house, 29/^ Apiil 1805. Sec vol. 4. 
]>. 4 ^ 9 - 

No. Zh^^^Py of a letter from earl Su Fin- 
cent to sir A.S. Ilarnond. dated lOth March 
1805'; printed by order of the house, i^fh 
April i8c^. Sec vol. 4. p. 470. 

No. 34. — Copy of a It tier from lord Hobart 
•^arl St. Vincent daud Du'wniftg- street, lOth 
V.hruary 1804* 

(Private and secret.) — My dear lord, — 
Having shewn your letter ypon the subject of 
the Boulogne plan to Mr. Addington, he is 
decidedly of opinion xviili me, that thesmug- 
glers .should be emplo) ed in the undcitaking, 
and the more especially as they look for no 
reward in the event of failure. — 1 have ihcre- 
forc, for the purpose of preventrntj unneces- 
sary cxpcnce, and of ha\ing the business con- 
ducted with as much secrecy as possible, di- 
rected sir Andrew Hamond, in communica- 
tion u’iih a — , to have the vessels pur- 

cha.scd and loaded with stone; the account 
ultimately to bt settled with the treasury. — 

I should be happy to hear a more favourable 
report of your health, and remain, your*s, 
(Signed) Hobart. 

^^No. 35 . — Copy of a letter from earl St. Fin- 
est to Lordd Lobart, daud Rocketts, iztbFeb. 
1804, 

My dear lord, — You certainly are proceed- 
ingin the best mode to, give effect to the 
plan of Mr. — , and I most heartily wish 
it SUCCCS.S.-.-I am so much more free from 
^ornplaint than I was when 1 last wrote to 
your lordship, that 1 have determined to re- 
turn to town in a few days ; and, with many 
rhanks for the kind solicitude you have ex- 
pressed about me, 1 am ever your's, See. 

St. Vi cent. 

No, 36.— ^ « letter from the right 
konT John Snllrvnu to sir A. S. H amend, dated 
1 8/A Fth. I £04 ; and printed by order of the 
lb:nse, l^th April 1805. 4 » P* 47 ^* 

No. 37 . — Ditto to ditto, dated zist Fehruay 
1S04. See vol. 4, p. 470. 

No. 38.— i)///3 to ditto, dated %^d February. 
See vok 4, p. 47 1 . 

Noi 39.— a Utter from lord Keith, 


*cpoHfrom Hit Select CoMmhtce * [< 2 « 

to the chairman of the commilUe, dated East 
Cliffy Ramtgate, •^th June 1805. ‘ 

My Lord,*^! have received your letter of 
yesterday’s date, requesting that I would 
transmit to you, as chairman of the commit- 
tee of the hou«e of commons, to whom the 
1 ith repoit of the commissioners of naval en- 
quiry has been referred, a letter, or order, 
which was written to me by the earl of St. 
Vincent, relative to the project for blocking 
up the harbour of Boulogne, bearing date on 
or about the 23d day of February 1804; 
and in obedience to the commands of the 
commirtec, signified to me through its chair- 
man, 1 herewith inclose a Icuer which 1 re- 
ceived from the carl of St. Vincent on that 
subject, dated the 23d February 1S04, ob- 
serving, that it was only addressed on the 
envelope, which was burnt or destroyed. 1 
have the fionour to be with the greatest re- 
spect, &c. Keith. 

No. 40. — Copy of a Utter from lord St. Fin^ 
ceftt to laid Keiih, dated Admiralty, z^d Feb. 
1804. 

( Private.) — My dear lord, — The operation 
lord Hobart writes to you upon, is carried on 
with my knowledge. Your's most truly, 
(Signed.) St. Vincent. 

No. 41, — Copy of a letter from sir A. S. 
U amond to the earl of Buckinghamihire , dated 
Nansy Office, 1 st April 1805. Sec vol, 4, 
P- 47 J- 

No. 42, — Copy of a Utter from the earl of 
Buckinghamshire to str A. S. Hcimond, dated 
3^/ Aprd 1 805 ; as printed by order of the house, 
zc^ih April i8oy. See vol. 4, p. 472. 

No, i^^.-^Copy of a Utter from sir A. S. 
Hamond to the commissioners of naval enr^niry. 
dated 30/A AW. 1 804 ; as printed by order of 
the house, zt)th April, 1805. Sec vol. 4, 
P- 473 - 

No, ^t^,-—‘Copy of a letter from sir A. S. 

I lamond to the commissioners of naval enquiry, 
dated ^Oth Sepumber 1804; as produced by Mr. 
Kicholls to the committee. 

Gentlemen,— -Since my return to town, 
your precept of the 15th inst, has been put 
into my bands. I find the navy board has 
already signified to you, that thenavy 90-day^ 
bills mentioned in your said precept jvere is* 
sued by my written directions to the com- 
mittee of accounts, in consequence of orders 
i had received from government, and which 
were kept in my possession, I have now the 
honour to acquaint you, that the first sum 
stated in your precept was' issued by direc- 
tions from the lords commissioners of his 
majesty's treasury, dated the 4th October 
17^, and. marked most secret, ^'hc subse- 
quent issues^ viat. on the 2 2d November 
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1799, and 9th April iSor, were made by 
simitar orders. I'he service for which these 
payments was made, was communicated to 
ilie in confidence ; and I consider it to he of 
Si) delicate a nature, that although the trea- 
sury board signified that the individual in 
question had performed the service for which 
the money had been issued to their lordships 
satisfaction, and therefore directed the navy 
board to make, out a clearing bill to discharge 
him and his partners from the respomibility of 
the debt to government; yet I am decidedly 
of opinioF), that even the mentioning of the 
name of the parties, with the sums issued to 
tl'.em at the particular periods before- meniion- 
e«l, in any public report, would not only en- 
danger the total loss of a great part of the 
money, but would subject the parties em- 
ployed to very great inconvenience.-^! 
therefore submit these circumstances to your 
consideration, as I find it impracticable to 
give you a. copy of the orders under which I 
acted, omitting the secret instructions re- 
specting the .HTvices to be performed, as they 
are contained in almost every line of the au- 
thority; I am nevertheless ready to lay before 
you privauly ail the papers relative to the 
transaction, provided I am assured that it is 
nor to be publicly r«‘ported, as in that case, 1 
should consider mysplf not at liberty to make 
the communication without first oonsulfing 
the government. — With r.^5pcct to the second 
issue of navy bills to Messrs, ffammersley 
and CO. amounting to ] 6 .ooo 1 . I beg leave 
to acquaint you, that lord Hobart, one of 
the principal secretaries of state, signified to 
me the king’s pleasure, that 1 should provide 
funds for the preparation of a project intend- 
ed to be executed on the enemy's coast, a 
copy of which is herewith inclosed in obedi- 
ences to your precept; and considering it 
more for the inicrest of the public, that the 
funds should be placed as they might be want- 
ed in the hands of a banker, rather in those 
of a person unkiu)vvn to me, and over whom 
1 could have little controul, 1 ju^fged it 
most prudent tb desire the navy bills might 
be impressed to Messrs. Hammerrdeys and 
CO. who have no other concern in the trans- 
‘actiotvthan the paying of such bills as had 
mv sanction. I have the honour to be, gen- 
tk-mcn, your most obedient humble ser- 
vanr. A, S, Hamnnd, — (A true copy.) Ihntj 
NichoUt, mh June l 809. 

No. ^^^^Copy of a Liter frf>m lord Hobart 
to sir A. S. Hamotid, dated ryth Feh>uary 1804; 
ffi produced by Mr, Nicholls io the commtilee^ 

(Most secret.) — Sir, — It being thought ad- 
viseable, under the present circumstances of 
the war, that an attempt should be made lor 


•on the 1 1 ih Nitved Reporh fecit 

carrying into execution the project suggested 
in the accompanying paper, for 
and ihedbccess of such an enterprize depend- 
ing in a great measure upon the secrecy and 
dispatch with which the preparations may be 
made, I have the king’s C'-mmaiuis to signify 
CO you his majesty's pleasure, iliar you do 
take these preparations ud^r your immedi- 
ate controul, and that you do communicate 
confidentially with supplying him 

with such funds, and giving him such ordeca 
for the purchase and for providing; 

mrueriab, which you may judge 
necfj'Sary to be embarked, as shall be reque* 
Mte for accomplisidng the object in view, 
rbe advances you may have occasion to make 
for this service will be hcreal ter replaced b/ 
the freasury. — As soon as ihc vessel shall be 
sufficiently you will give directions 

that they should proceed with all possible ex- 
pedition to the frowns, where all furthcc 
orders will proceed from lord Keith. 

lam. sir, &c. Jhbart, 

Report op thk ComxMittlp of bs- 

CRECV, ON THE tl. EVENTH NAVAf. 
REPORT OF THE CoM M I SSI O .VE RS OF 
Naval En<^uihy . — Ordendtohe print* 
ed, Z’]th iKoj. 

ThcCommitice ol Secrecy, to whom ‘O much 
ol the elevenih n port of the commissioners 
of n:ival enquiry, as relates to the advance 
of one hundred thousa id* pounds for a 
secret naval service, was referred ; and 
were empowered to report their opinion 
and obstTvai ions thereupon' to the house: 
— H.ive agreed upon ihi: following report. 

* YOUR commiftee have raken into their 
consideration, the subjeej' referred to ihcmv 
and having e;?amincd variou- persons, and 
called fof and perused certain letters, and 
other docuincms rc-Iatii^ thereto, they have 
agreed on the following resolution ; Resolved, 
That if i.s the opinion of this committee, 
that the said ico.oool. was advanced for ari 
object, to vvhkh the suoplics granted for 
naval services were applicable ; that the ap- 
plication thcreed, to tliat pbjecr, was a mea- 
sure, in which the interests and honour of 
this country weic concerned; that it was 
iisueJ by (hccoinprrollcr of the navy, under 
oidcr.s from the lords of the trca.iuty, aMth 
the Jcnowledge ami auihoiity of the first ♦ 
lord of the admiralty, and in the fittest 
mode for answering the end proposed ; that 
the clearing bill lor q^.ccoh jcirt of the .said 
sum of 100,000*. «as grained on just and 
proper grounds; that ihi: circumstances of 
the application of it.c money wesc ot sucli^a 
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nature* tlmt a discloitiirf of them.rtther at the 
period w hen they took place, or. at jny time 
since, would have, been attended wiR public 
inconvenicncf ; that it must be matter of re- 
gret, if any thing has occurred in the mean 
time, tvhich my have tended, in any degree, 

Report from the committee on 
^HE, PETITION of THE DUKE OF 
ATHOLL ; AND OTHER MATTERS 
RELATING TO THE ISLE OP MAN. 

Ordered to he printed 2 $d May 1805. 

The Commitfec to whom the petition of John 
duke of Athol is referred ; and to whom 
the report of the commissioners of enquiry 
Tclacive to the Isle of Man, made in the 
jear 1792, and all accounts respecting the 
revenues of the said isle, which have been 
presented to the house in this session of 
parliament, are also referred; — and who 
were instructed to take into their conside- 
ration ail such parts of the said report, as 
relate to the collection and management of 
therevenne of the said isle, and likewise to 
examine into the receipts of the revenue of 
the same isle, and the disbursements there- 
out from the ^th of January 1791 to the 
5th of January 1805; and into all balan- 
ces in the hands of the collectors or re- 
ceivers of the revenues of the same isle, and 
to report their observations upon all such 
subjects to Ihe house; — and to whom the 
several accounts and papers relating to the 
Isle of Man, which have been presented to 
the bouse siflee the 26ih day of March 
last; and also, the account of the amount 
of duties received within- the ports of ihe^ 
• -Isle of man, u'^on imports and exports, 
between tRe qtS January and the 

5th January 1804, which was presented to 
the house upon tlia loth day of April, in 
the last session of parliament, arc also refer- 
red ; — and who were empowered to report 
their proceedings together with their ub- 
servations and opinion thereupon, from 
time to time, to the house;— have examin- 
ed the matter of the said petition: 

AND find, by an act of parliament made 
in the 7ih of James the first, that the Lie of 
Man was granted in sovereignty by king 
Hcmry the fourth, to the family of Stanley, 
the ancestors of the duke of Atholl ; nnd to 
the intent, as is recited in the act, that it 
should remain in their blood,' it was by the 
said acf made unalienable, so id to render it 
impps^Me for any futuie proprietor to make 
ari^. ^position or resignation of it as against 
tjs^eiis general of the seventh earl of Derby. 


to such a disclosure; and that the. reasons 
against such disclosure still continue, and 
render it the duty of the committee to ab- 
stain from enrering into any farther particu- 
lars on the subject. 


It also appeared to your committee, on re- 
ferring to the act of the 5th of George the 
third, c. 26. and to a report of a committee 
of this house in 1790, on a petition of the 
duke of Atholl, that his family had under 
the said grant and act of James the L, con- 
tinued lords of the Isle of Man, with all so- 
vereign rights, until the passing of the said 
act of the 5th Geo. III. revesting the island 
in the crown of Great Britain. — Your com- 
mittee having referred to the schedule to the 
said act of Geo. 111 . it appeared, that 
the sum given to the duke of Atholl for 
I the rights of his family, which by that act 
were transferred to the crown, is so greatly 
disproportioned to the mere revenue stated in 
the said schedule as to induce your commit- 
tee to' believe, that the amount of compensa- 
tion must have been calculated on a supposi- 
tion (as is alleged in the petition referred 
to your committee) that the greater part of 
the revenue produced was derived from ille- 
gal sources, or from the introduction of arti- 
cles which were afterwards smuggled into 
his majesty’s dominions. — Certain original 
books of the duties of customs on importa- 
tions into the island were produced to your 
committee, from which books it appears, that 
the principal part thereof were paid on the 
importation of spirits chiefly brandy, with 
some geneva and tea, all brought from Saloc, 
Barcelona, Rotterdam, and other foreign 
ports; a little rum from the West Indies, ge- 
nerally in Danish ships, and on goods charg- 
ed at different rates ad •valorem; and it ap- 
peared that all articles whatever, not charg- 
ed with specific duties, paid ad ^valoreitf^ 
Your committee having referred to the i2Ch 
Geo.' I. cap. zS. it appeared, that the said 
act was passed for the protection *bf the re- 
venue of Great Britain and Ireland, and that 
the legislature thereby did with that view take * 
away the drawbacks formerly allowvd on 
goods exported from his majesty's domini- 
ons to the Isle of Man, and prohibited the 
importation into Great Britain and Ireland 
from the said Isle of Man, of any articles not 
the produce or manufacture of the island ; but 
did not attempt to restrain the importations 
into the island, or the power of exporting to 
and trading with all foreign countries, a cir- 
cumstance which appears extremely material 
to your committee, especially as it was in 
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that act that provision was made for pur- ad •valorem, some of them at a higher rate of 
chasing the rights of the proprietors of the duty than at present, and chat of some arti* 
island.— And your committee here think it cles, particularly timber, the duties were 
material to observe, that in the act of the 5th taken in kind for the use of the lord, and not 
of Geo. III. cap. 43, there arc similar provi- brought into the account of produce of cus- 
f,ions as to the island of haro, a Danish pos- toms, the value of which must therelore be 
session, and therefore as to any trade, except added to amount of the rated duties, if rc- 

to and from this country, totally independant sorted to for any purpose of calculation It 

of the British legislature. — Your committee also appeared, that many articles, and some 
also proceeded to ascertain the mode of of them of considerable value, which former- 
imposing the rales and duties of cus- ly paid duty, can now be legally imported 
toms before the revestment of the island, on free of duty into the Isle of Man. — Your 
which point two books of rates of duties of committee also referred to an estimate of the 
customs, the first in 1577 and the latter in revenue made by the attorney and solicitor 
1692, were referred to, as set forth in general, and laid before the privy council^ 
the appendix to the report of the commis- by which it appeared, that they estimated the 
sioners in 179 j, which books of rates appear amount of duties taken at the rates of 
to have been made by the lords of the isle;. 1692 at 846I. 19s. allowing af the same 
and your committee have not found any trace time that the defectives) stem oi collection of 
of the intervention or sanction of the Keys as duties of customs made it proper to lake tho 
to cither of those books of rates, till at so highest year of the prcst’ni receipt as the basU 
distant a period as the year 1736, more than of their calculation. — Your committee found 
a century and a half from the date of the first, that since the making of that report, and 
and nearly half a century from that of the fxmding rhe application of the duke of Atholl, 
last, when the Keys appear to have claimed the duties of customs on licensed articles had 
or assumed to themselves the right of con- increased considerably and progressively uiw 
firming the said rates of 1692. — Your com- derthe act of thirty.eigluh of Ins present ma- 
mitfee have not discovered, nor were they jesty, and that the receipt of custom duties 
reierred to any other instance of the inter- in 1802, would therelore give a much larger 
ference of the Keys as to books of rates, or sum than is s:atcd by the law officers of the 
duties on importations or exportations, and crown. — It also appeared to > our committee, 
it appears to them from the various docu- on considering the circumstances before §tat- 
merns to which their attention was directed, cd of many articles being now^imported free, 
that the intervention of the Keys in all other and others being taken in kmd, and some 
instances was confined to matters of internal being rated at a higher ad •valoutn rate ihaa 
regulation only, and of assessments for local at present, that the proportion of ad •valorem 
purposes, such as high roads, building a house duties taken by il.c oHicers o’i the crown at 
cf Kc}s, regulating fees of officers of the one-third, ought to be csriinatcd much higher, 
courts, aiid other matrers of a like dercrip- probably at no less than the present actual 
tion.--lt further appears to your committee, produce. — it further appears, that. the articfit’ 
that since the said act of the 5ih Geo. Ill, of herring customs and forleituies, contained 
cap. 26. the sanction or concurrence of the in the column of the schedolc to the act of 
Keys has never in any instance been claimed the 5th Geo. 111 . were 'by mistake omitted 
or resorted to in imposing any of the addi- in that calculation, and that the salmon 
tional duties that have been laid on articles fisheries, and boons and services, have in fact 
introduced into the island, which mustob- been lost by the lord since the passing of 
viously have been imposed in idrtuc of the that act, and that even his castles of residence, 
transfer of the sovereign authority of the and wharfs and quays, have been taken away, 

^ island from the lord to the crown and Icgis- notwithstanding it clearly appears, that the. 
lature of Great Britain, altiiough since that herrings customs and salmon fisheries were 
period the Keys have concurred in various not intended to be taken by the crown under 
matters of regulation and local -i^sessment.— the act, and that the boons and services, and 
Your corrmittee further report, that evidence castles, whatfii, and quays, were not necesaary- 
was laid before them by the petitioner, to to the object in view in passing the sud act. 
shew that the compensation was inadequate, —Your committee is therefore satisfied, from 
even for the pecuniary income arising from a comiJeration of all the circiirnsrances, that 
the duties of customs, as they stood at’ the even in this restricted mode of considering' 
time of the revestment, — From this evidence the question, the revenue raised in the island 
it appeared to your commiiiee. that all arti- on ^berates suksisiing at the time of the re- 
clcfi not specifically charged, then paid duties vestment, would have produced ao amount. 
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for w!nch the sum given was far below any 
thing i hat could be considered as an adequate 
compensation. — it also appears to your com- 
mittee, that ttibsequenr experience, derived 
tom the cfrect ot the different acts under 
which the Ihlc of Man has been regulated, as 
to the -iupply of articles of consumption since 
the repeal t»f the act of the ^th Geo. III. 
thnp. 39. (or preventing the mischiefs arising 
to the revenoe.s of Great Britain and Ireland 
from illicit trade to and from the Isle of 
Man, has folly pmved, that regulations, 
founded on a treaty between the lord of the 
Island and Great britaiii, after the trade and 
fuppU' of the inland, and a tnodtratc increase 
m duties, which would has'e belonged to the 
lord, would have eff dually protected the 
revenue of Great Eiltain and Ireland, and 
greatly improved instead of annihilating his 
revcniie^.-^'Ilie draft of the last-mcn'.ioncd 
act (cnllcii the mischief act) was also pro- 
duced to )Ojr coinmitjco, with the clauses 
and proviMons cortalncd in it when origin- 
ally imrociucod, arni which remained in it 
aubseijumt to the period when the contract 
f>r the revostment of fhc vvascxxoTcd. 
-—It also aprears from the journah: of tin* 
hon re, refer rcvl toby y< tir commit.! c, that 
this bill went in its j>rogrissive step.s through 
ihc first and iccoml readings (aiul notwith- 
»taudii!g the ()ppn.-.ition of the diil;e of 
who stated his olijections to it by 
}iis counnl at„ihe bar of ihc house) stood 
commuted for the tiUh Fcb-rnary. — This 
bill prohibited the inippitadon into the 
isle of India .goods, except from Great 
Britain, placed Bvitbh cflicer.s of customs 
and excise in thh Iiarbours, allowed ftci- 
zurcs to be Jiirfdc in the iMlaiiJ, sikI the 
adjudicatioB of qqi.’5tIons on those seizures, 
siiui trials of persons acting in ijie island 
confraty to the act, to be carried on in the 
courts of Ciieat Briffrtn, and prohibited the 
importation of spirits from any place out of 
Great liritaiii, oper.nirg therefi rc with •he 
weight of the I'lriiish duties (for no 
drawbacks were allowed) added to Island 
duties and freight, re-.'^hipenenr, dre, as a 
prohibition on consumption. — It appears to 
your committee, that this bill, which was 
postponed fill after the execution of the 
contract before stared, but was afterwards 
passi^d with some amcndincnts,and continued 
in force only a few years, necessarily de- 
stroyed (as the experiment of its operation 
during the short j^eriod of its remaining in 
force proved) the duties of customs, which 
constitute the greater proportion of ' the 
revcniltil^ the lord ; ^nd it is evident from 
the ground oavhich the then duke of Atholi 


opposed the bill in the house, and from an 
original letter produced, to your committee 
in the hand-writing of his grace, written by 
him to his confidential agent, and dated the 
23d of February, 1765, three days before 
the letter on which the subsequent revestment 
was founded, that he had treated under that 
impression, and uiuler the apprehension that 
the operation of that bill would prove destruc- 
tive of the revenue he derived from the island, 
—In proof also, that the contract on the part 
of the duke and duchess of Atholl, vvas in 
substance, under every fair consideration of 
the transaction, an involuntary and compuU 
sory act, the evidence of Mr. blammcr.dey, 
taken at the bar of the house in 17S1, was 
produced; and also the evidence of sir 
Fletcher Norton, a member of the house, 
given in his place on tlie same day. — It also 
appears to ycur committee, that the duchess 
of Arholl, the heir of entail of the 7th carl 
of Derby, a feme covert, was not examined 
in the progress of the bill through the hou‘e 
of lords, and that the present duke of AtboU 
her ton, and the next in sufCcs:don, was only 
to years of age at the time of the revestment, 
and" that no irnsrcc was appointed tor him, 
the act of the t («\orpc the having 
tmly j'rovided fora trca'.y with the trustee of 
lady flcnriclt.l Bridget A',hbuinham, ;'nd did 
not advcjt to any other incapacifated p< r^^on**’. 
— On the subject of zo.oool. per nimuio, 
pension on the liish esttiblishmeni, it appeal s 
to )Oi!r comoiuiee, tint if iitken :ji p.ut ot 
the con.jM’i..si:iion, it w-as noL secuied as it 
ought to have Ikcu (in that mode ot C( n^- 
denrg it) to the nglit heir of entail. — And 
if ilir. pension is not 10 be considered as 
part of the compcnsaiion, it most materially 
reduces the amount of what was given.-—- 
Ycqr committee have abo thougliC it thbir 
duty to inquire info the .slate of the revenue 
of ihc Isle of Man, with reference to the 
opinion of his majesty's privy council, in 
their report now before the houbC, that some 
participation of the revenues ari.sing from 
the Isle of Man, should be allowed as a fur- 
ther compensation for the rights revested in 
the' crown by the ^rh Geo. 111.— On this <» 
part of the subject your committee referred 
to the statement of the revenue .subsequent to 
the revestment, contained in the report of 
the commissioners in 179^* ffom w'hich it 
appears, that the revenues of the island were, 
by I he operaiif)n of the mischief act, reduced 
to a very small sum, and were even alter the 
repeal of that act, ami the introduction of a 
new system, not productive of any surplus ; 
^Alt^bnt subsequent to the act of the 38ih of 
111. c. 6j. and owing to the bcncliciiil 
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oposation of that act, and of the 41 st of 
Geo. III. the revenue has gradually in* 
creased, the Island has been better supplied, 
and illicit trade more effectually prevented. 

< — It appears to your committee, on the 
examination of the accounts on the table 
of the house, and of an account signed by 
the receiver-general of the island, and pro** 
duced to your committee, that the surplus 
revenue of the Isle of Man now remain*! 
ing under the act of the 7th Geo. Ill* un-j 
applied, and at the disposal of parliament, 
is upwards of 23,0001. of which 20,340L 
3s. Id. is in the hands of the receiver- 
general of the island, ajid the remainder 
in the exchequer.— Your committee also 
tliink it necessary to notice, that a mate- 
rial proportion of the revenue, which must 
fairly be considered as arising from the 
Isle of Man to tliis country, remains in 
* Great Britain, and is carried to the ac- 
count of the British revenues, and does! 
not appear in the account of the produce 
of duties in the island. The duty in this 
country on rum is Is. Id. the gallon, and 
the drawback only 8d. ; and as the Isle of 
Man is restrained from having any supply 
of rum but from Great Britain, it is ob- 
vious that 5d. a gallon ought to be carried 
to the account of the revenues of the is- 
land, amounting on that article to upwards 
of lOOOl. — ^'Fhe same observation applies 
to brandy, when brought from Great Bri- 
tain, the difference on which is 7d. per 
gallon; but the amount retained on this 
article will fluctuate, and be generally 
much less than that on rum, as brandy 
may bo brought from Guernsey free of 
British duties,-— Wine likewise leaves a 
duty of 5 guineas per ton when carried 
from Great Britain to the Isle of Man; 
and as to iron and hemp, two articles re- 
quired for the islands in considerable quan- 
tities, il. 5s, per ton is left on iron, and 
Ss, 2d. per ewt* on hemp. There are be- 


sides duties left in the like meaner on va- 
rious other articles of less importance.— 
The rates of postage for the Isle of Man 
are in the Whitehaven collection, amount- 
ing, as yonr committee 'is informed, to a 
considerable sum per annum.— It further 
appears to yoiir' committee, that the ob- 
ject of the crown and the legislature, in 
requiring the dnke of AthoU to resign his 
sovereign rights, was the protection of the 
revenue of Great Britain and of Ireland,^ 
and not the acquisition of revenue from 
the island ; and that even on the supposi.* 

I tioii that some revenue might have been 
supposed likely to accrue, that which has 
arisen since the introduction of the im- 
proved system, and is now jnerea^ing, 
greatly exceeds what parliament could 
have had in contemplation at the time of 
the purchase* Your committee, there- 
fore, upon full consideration of the matters 
hereinbefore set forth (and without having 
attempted to set any pecuniaiy value ou 
the splendid and sovereign dignities, ho- 
nours, and privileges, attached to this 
ancient inheritance, but which will un- 
doubtedly be duly estimated by the just 
liberality of the British legislature)— Have 
come, to the following 

Heso/i«ribfia.— 1st. That the committee, 
having considered the documents and evi« 
dence which have been laid before theni, 
are of opinion, that the petitioner has fully 
established the allegations of his petition, 
—2d. That it is the opinion of this com- 
1 rnittee, That it would be* proper to recora*^ 
mend to the house, that parliament shonldt 
grant such further compbnsati6n as shall 
seem adequate for the benefit of the peti- 
tioner, aud the other heirs general of the 
7tb earl of Derby, according to the provi- 
sions of the act of the 7th of King James I^ 
and that such compensation should be 
charged on the i^venue of the island. 


VoL. V .— yfppenrfwr. 
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Abctrart Statement, of the Puetic Ivcomr of Great Britain, for the Year enderf 5th Jumiary tS0.5» 


~ 


— 

1 



Paid into the 

j Gross Receipt. 

Net Produce/ 

Exchequer. • 

X. 

s. 

d 

X. 

s. 

d 

X. 

.5. 

d 

10,189,3.38 

10 

H 

8,451,719 

10 

H 

10.; 

7,939,771 

5 


759,849 

0 

608,577 

17 

418,100 

0 

u 

10,049,037 

11 

H 

9,060,297 

8 


8,.3.)7,871 

5 


20,985,644 

2 

19,511,982 

9 

‘•n 

19,448,143 

3 

.3 

1,484,6(58 

9 

H 

V.478,487 

20,990,469 

3 

3:- 

■BIQnaQ 

0 

0 

•2G470,3ia 

12 

7J 

13 

1 

20,604,143 

3 

.3 

3,429,697 

8 

2 3 

3,:J.57,727 

4 

H 

3,176,3.56 

10 

7 

203,04.8 

10 

34 

207,l(t7 

5 

1 1 

178,()(;6 

7 

5 

^3,631,745 

T8 

H 

3,564,^94 

10 

01 

3,.3.n,''i2 

IS 

0 

5,747,374 

10 

7 

5,8.33,502 

5 

5 

5,lii7,6.30 

.3 


163,954 

o 

11 

208,982 

17 

ioi 

1 il,.^00 

0 

0 

5,911,329 

0 

6 

6,042,4S.> 

3 



3 


l,178,t08 

7 

0 

969,419 

15 

10 

827,') IS 

S 

3 

118,000 

4 

6 

1.37,938 

13 

•' Y 

96,681 

11 

4 

1,996,408 

It 

0 

1,107,358 

9 

M 

924,ff00 

0 

0 

44,f»5d 

W 

u 

46,880 

19 


44,328 

0 

/>V 

2,776 

19 

m4 

6,116 

19 

11^ 

5,487 

0 

0 

47,403 

;o 

74 

52,997 

19 


49,815 

0 

5il: 

59,005 

I 


5!»,533 

2 

H 

58.532 

16 

■H 

2,762 

8 


2,745 

3 


2,7 m 

.3 


61,767 

TO 

8 

61,278 

6 

4 

61,278 

0 

0 

28,767 

16 

6 

26,1^56 

11 


26,286 

0 

0 

9,615 

5 

9 

7,014 

3 

7 

6,612 

14 

7 

44,406,467 

17 

8 

40,913,4.V3 

5 

1 

.38,693,4.'? 9 

.5 





Hanaper 

2,000 

0 

0 

6,93:1 

1.3 

4 

9,785 

r> 

1 

3,977 

LS 

8 

‘ 313 

2 

3 

.3,561 

14 

lOj 

- 


- 

6.3,648 

12 


63,648 

12 

4| 

6.3,648 

12 


3 

a 

1) 

.3 

0 

0 

3 

0 


615 

3 

q 

61;) 

.3 

q 

615 

:’) 

2 

35,163 

9 

7 

54,366 

17 

1 

966 

n 

4 

3,572,.'>56 

17 


3,478,351 

10 

r> 


10 


6, .3.33 

q 

6 

6,000 

0 

0 

6J!0() 

0 

0 

3,.)78,88P 

19 

114 

3,48 i-, 351 

10 

5 

.3,iS4,3.>l 

10 

.) 

vS.3,641 

6 


81,048 

6 

9i 

Sl,lii8 

(> 


434,69.5 

t> 

0 

41.3,64.') 

7 

2 

4 1-3, 6-15 

7 

q 

590 

17 

y 

590 

n 

9 

590 

17 

9 

. 1,941 

17 

3 

'r,890 

i:l 

n 

1,890 

1.3 

01 

J,C75,178' 17 

1 

1,275,178 

17 

1 1 

1,275,178 

17 

1 

?Ol,0OO 


0 

201,000 

0 

0 

201,000 

C 

0 

0 

^ 4,.500 

0 

0 

4,.)0q 

36,o'6i 

0 

.0 

• 4, .500 

0 

0 

^36,<>6i 

7' 

0 

7 

0 

36,664 

7 

0* 

^^,a3l 

5,. 

h: 

S>Iv0.3l 

5 

H 

21,0.3V 

5 

2i 

>3,230 

q 

2 

13,230 

0 

2 

13,2.30 

0 

q 

50J64,443 . 

a 11 ; 

4$;i78,^64 

Q 

H 


18 

i 

13,^9*351 

13 

9 

1.3,209,351 

3 

9 

13,209,351' 

1.3 

9- 

SiS.a’lsvrw - 

4 I 

's'- 

59,787,915 16 


.57, .507,1 .5.3 

II 10 


Her da of Beventie. 


ORDINARY REVENUES. 


Pfrmaw.nt Ter^s, 


Past. OflTu-p.. 


Is. ill tbci-it'. on Pensions > ..England 

ami Salaries ^ Srottjnd 

— Great Britain 

6d. in the on Pensions ? Knjiland 

and Salaries ^ St^iilarid 

Great Britain 


Ilarkijey C'oaohrs 

HawkOr-s and Pikilars.., 


Total Ordinary Ueveiiucs...^ 


Smtt*/ cS Hfrcditary Ri'vrtrtr. 

Alienation Kiaes 

post Fines 

Sei/uirs 

-f 

ProtVor® 

Ui-ouri i.ands T 


Pi'.tnnrdinarif Resonreef, 

, Property Ta\^....* England 

.S«'atbi»d. 

Great Bruai III 

Arro.ii’^ ryt‘ Income Duty..,. 

, 1,ott**r> , Nttt Profit. ^ 

Aid and C'oidf'.4»uti<nif* 

Aiie.nsof 'Faxes eol Ice ted under the Aid 
.and Contribution Art...... 

Monies paid on Aeeoiirit r4' the Tiiterest of] 
Loans rai’«ed for the Sen ice of Ireland 
On Account of the ComQTi.«sioUrrs, appoint 
ed Iiy Act 3A Qeo. III. for Issuing Tix-j 

chequer Hills for Grenada, &c. 

fntorcst tm Stm'k Transferred hy .lnstal- 
tnoiits, for the Redemption of tlia l.and 

; ■ 

, P^es of Regulated Excla^quer Offioei^ 

finprerit ' Money Repaid by fitindry Publid 

^Accountants. 

Other A|«>tiiu.s Paid to llje Puhllo^. 

, • 

Loaii^ paid into the Exchc'iuer, in }^ari tKj 
li,MUl4pP* inctudiijg '4'- 4,5(10,000 
raised for Service of frehiAd .......... 

' ' Grand TotaE. 


aV. S . — The War Duties of Customs and Exciaq are tnciiVied under their respective Heads of He venue. 

Whitehall, Treasury Ohambera, 23d March I8().». W. Hi;skis#'os-. 

XtJir. — TheAppCopriaU'd Baluucca in the Exchequer, fm tbc 5tb Jan. 180^, amonnteil to 8,R1 3:391. 'fis. 
4'id ; and on the Ath January 1805, to 10,^53,3531. 5». 5d. There was no unappropriated Balan<*e in 
the Exchequer at either of the ahove-tneniioned Pbrioda. The Amount of Exchequer Bills, Navy Bills,, 
and Traniiport Bills, i.ssucd for the Public Seiu'ice betu-een the 5th Januoi'y 1801, and the 5th .January 
lS0t5r and not redeemed witbtri that Period, was, in Exchequer Hills, X. 16,439,300 j in Nary and Vic* 
fualling Bills, 14960,1581. 5i. 3d. » and iu.TraUaport Bills, 198,465L 5a. 6d. i 
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i\n Account of the Sums paid into, and the Ch^fges upon,' the Con’soli dated Fund, be- 
tweeUithe 5th ot January, liiOi, and the 5th of April, 1805; dUtinguishiug each Quarter. 


P4»rmrtnriit Taxes , 
Surplus of Siisar, Malt,| 
u I i«l Tobacco, aniiui ‘ 
ly granted • * * 
Lantl raVjtVoui 1798 
J)o on PcM>oi»al Kstatcsj 

sjftcc do 

''Innune JlutifS 
«*- granted in 1799, 
® 1 Ron, and 1801 . 

^ Additional Aasoss- 
i €d Taves, 1798. 
K Laiul and Annual 
. Malt Duties 
Inipioit Monies . 

Alone r pidd Oil Accountl 
oil lif r; ovl. of 1 IV la nd 
Hi ought froui Aloiicy 
rcNi rvcd lor 'rontiiie,| 
An 1780, on Account. 
t»f ' I'n:,! su ry Non u neci' j 
Voluntary ConUibu- 
tioM*i, Anno 1793 - 1 
Money puul by Abiri.j 
Now Jand, on Ac- 
/•onnt of f ’oinini'i*>rs 
of Exchequer 
per Act dj. Cicu. 111. 


tMCOME. 


In the Quarters ended 




5th April, 1804. 5th July, 1804.jiOUk OcU 1084. 

1 5thJan. 1805. 

5th April, lb(j.5. 

1 £. j. 

rf. 1 J'. s. d. 

S. t. d. 


rf. ! £. s. 

d. 

5164318 1 Hi 

(WS93S4 ,7 9 

6C04554 'JT 1| 

75(52677 8 

10 

5757393 0 

n 

70'2858 7 

6 

887654 0. 0 

45793.3 0 0 

1747.7 0 

0 

342054 12 104 

118319 0 

*4 

347d35 4 11 

183342 14 11 

318452 19 

*4 

150635 10 


29360 7 

4 

37S37 0 6| 

S6641 6 84 

S6IS6 10 


25085 5 

H 

. 194S2 e 

41 

25371 12 3i 

16799 ;10 104 

19454 17 

84 

28549 9 

H 

334 a 

7 

680 10 U 

481 19 04 

* 

- 

78 1 

9 

- 

• 

2985 18 II 

139S i" 0 



' 12285 19 

10 

83053 ,6 

8* 

. 51216. 8, Oi 

35918 7a 

33737 10 

5 

43573 12 

u 

204179 13 

5 

376896. 3 11 

293136 0 10 

400966 10 

1 

301476 n 

1 

- 

.. 

12108 2 10| 

• 

12112 6' 

Oi 


. 

* 

- 

- 

- 

590 17 

9 

- 

- 

- 

. 

• • • ' m 


66000 0 

0 

77000 0 

0 

632 1 8 13 

n 

7700939 10 2^ 

7600132 18 7t 

8409654 9 
'V"' ■ ' ■ 

m 

6744189 3 

H 


Intcre'it of Public Deb' 
cK'atctl prior to thf| 
.'»lb January, ISOS • 
Do. created in 1803 . 

Do 1804 . 

Do. . . . , , \805 .. 
Coininissiuncrs for thfl 


• lie Debt .... 
Civil List . , . . 
Do. per Act 44 <Seo. 
Courts of Ju.sticc . 
Mint 


Incideutal Chargee 

Pensions 

Hounties 


CttAKGC. 


Ta the Quarters ei^d 


5th Axjril, 1804. 

5th July; I8()4. 

10 th Oct. 1804 . 

«4\ 1 . V. 

£* £» .d. 

. , » s. d. 

4213.084 12 5^ 

6197346 IS 

4 ao 9 a 88 - -s 114 

293684 14 > 7 

i4B3'i0 0 .U 

170379 13; 9 

• • • 

46266 19^0 

• > ^ » 

154747 10 ' 9 

1056043 12 7j 

ib4!?5*i i.a ■;'» 

■’ It 

n*»ifrw . T4 

22450Q 0 0 

SSpdOd o>; 0 !:. 

2 'W^ (f 0 

• « ^ 


I^OOO'.O 0 

11701 1 2 

J'-O 

25341 7 10 

8348 0. 0< 

^8 0;0 

. jiS97 2.91^ 

6810 19 ^0 

9 '0 

; '#> V>. b 

71466 4 

71488 13 vV 

71486 13' ,4 


. 3958 13 «. 

soo 0 0 

.5tiail939 4 ii 

77^1747 '8 84 

Wb?743 16 iw 


Vth Jan. laD4. 


^3th Aprilirl»05* 


rf. 


1481.598 5 
l.t6D50 0 
'315593 8 


1109518 12 
224500 0 
15000 0 
11673 11 
.4650 0 


' 5t34 15 0 
70466 13 4 
20000 0 0 


£, 


r. d. 


3870071 10 6t 
16.5626 7 n 
321004 14 
165S6 9 


1I2J1SI0 13 4i 
0 0 
15000 0 0 
18487. 9 II 
' 4844 8 3 

5973 19 6 
70866 13 4 
.‘iOO 0 0 


5 4^:5842272 6 7j; 


Exchequer, 

The 6th Day of May, 1805. 


James Fumm 
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ccxxvii] PARL. ACCOUNTS.-t-Ghbat BaiXAiN,— Expenditure* ^ [ccxxvui 


Account of the Public Expenditurc of Great Britain, for the Year ended 

January, 1805. 


T. 

11 . 

111 . 


IV. 


V. 

VJ. 


VII. 


VIII. 

IX. 


X. 

XT. 


Interest & Charges on the permanent Debt of Great BritatOf ( App. A.) 

TJie Interest on Kxcheq. Bills (B.) - - - - - - - 

The Civil List (C.) 928,000 0 0 

Courts of justice , . - 57*319 3 0 

' Mint ‘ ‘ - • • 20,727 2 9 

► AlIow.toBoy.Fam. - 884<,B66 13 4 

Salaries and Alio w> - - . 93,441 19 0 

I Bounties - - • - - 23,454 13 8 


^ Other Charges J 
on tlie 

Consolidated 
Fund, viz. 


Civil Gov't. of Scotland (D.) 

Other Payments in Anticipation (E.) 
Btuinties fur Fisheries, Manufac- 
tures, Corn, &c. 

Fusions on the Hereditary Rev, 
Militia and DcsertersWarrants, A.C. 
Fiirchaeo of Legal Quays - 

Navy ; (F.)— Salaries to the Offices 
For Wages, Bounty, Flag, Fay, &c. 
For Dock Yards, Building erfShips, 
4ce. - • - - 

For Marine Service on Shore 

The Victualling Department 
The Sick and Wounded d^ 

The I'ransport - - d« 

For Transports 
For Prisoners of IV ar, 
Health - 
Mi8ccllaJleou;^ Services 


84,000 0 0 
1,815,750 0 0 

5,184.071 4 9 
262,000 0 0 


690,028 12 4 

110,000 0 0 

57,000 0 0 


Ordnance (G.) - • 

Army.— Ortlihary Services; (H.) 

For lleguL Fcnc. Milit. Inval. 
and Volun. Corps 
Barracks . - . 

Staff Off. and Oft. of Gar- 
risons - . 

Half Pay - - . 

AViWows* Pensions 
• Chelsea ffospital 
]-:xcTiequer Fees - 
Pay of Public Offices - 
w 

ExtiMordinary Services 

Loans, Remittances, and Advances to 
other Countries: Ireland (I.) 
Miscellaneous Services; (K.) 

At Home ' - - ■ • - 

Abroad - - . - 


Dnluct Loan for Ireland 


'll'' 


p,5CO,oro 0 0 
1,786,048 0 0 

989,027 , 0 0 
228,000 0 0 
22,500 0 0 
207,963 0 0 
80,353 1) U 
70,000 (> 0 


336,524 0 
27,700 0 
286,668 10 
76,689 12 


1,028.555 0 
253,519 U 


7.345,821 4 
3,279.501 8 

277,000 0 


12,183,891 0 

3.560,803 15 


•57,028 12 4 


26,014,785 16 11 
624,859 18 10 


1,337,811 

79,705 


9 


727,582 3 14 


11,759,751 5 ^ 
3,550,U1 I n 


15,744,694 15 3 
3,733,291 13 4 

1,882,074 14 8jt 


65,484,298 5 
3,733,291 13 4 


61,751,000 n 104 


^ This includes the Sum of wl. 446,885. 9i. 3^. for Int^rett paid on Imperial [.oans. 

N. B. Tlie.8av«ral Items under each Head ^ stated in the Jtppe^diJt B. Ice. ; which follow. 




ccxxlx] PARL. ACCOUNTS.— GriaIt BaiTAiiJ- — Puhtic^Funded Debt^ [ccxxs 

APPF^DIX (A. 1.)— -An Account of the Moniefl paid out of tlie Receipt of His Majesty’s Kxclierpicr, 
in the Year ending the 5th January, 1805, towards ftatisfyUig the Chargr s of the Pub tic Fundbo Dkot 
of (ireat-Britaiii, Ireland, and Imperial hoarjg; distinguishing the Total Amount of the Sums uppli^ 
for Interest, Charges of Maiiageiucnt, Sums applicable to its lieductiuii, and the usual C runts for 
same Purpose. 


£. i. d. 

Permanent Funded Debt of Great-Britain - 16,038,661 16 

Loni)'« raised tor the Service of Ireland - 836,140 5 4 

Imperial Loans - . * . , . 211,116 8 3 

17,075,918 4 114 
1,849,879 1 
367,786 19 7| 

£. 19,193,384 5 11 

Towards the Reduction of the Public Debt ; 

of'. f. d. 

Annual Issue by 26 Geo. TIL 1,000,000 0 0 
1)„. - - -42 Geo. 111. 200,000 0 0 

Annuities for Terms of^'earii 
expirtfd, prior to 5tli July, 

1802 . . - , 79,880 14 6 ‘ 

Annuities for IJvcs, on which 
the Nominees arc ccrtifiwl 
to ha\e died prior to 5tli 
July, 1S02, <»r that hjtpc 
hcen uiKdainu'd for.'l Years 49,376 15 7 
Interest on Deht of Gt.-Tlrit. 

ledeeincd - 2,470,7*10 3 6 
Do. - - Ireland Do. j 1,972 4 8 

Do. - - Imperial Do. 13,yt»2 16 9 

£. 3.86.'>,932 15 

Amuiity at .A I per Cent on ' IHK 

Purl of C.ipiials created 
•nice 5 th Jan. 1793 - - 2,985,268 16 oj 

6,851,201 11 0 


.r., 26,044,785 16 11 


Annuities fur L 

.i\es 

Charges 


'ferms of 

Years. 

of Management. 

£.' 

r. 

d. 

£. s. 

d. 

1,603,670 

14 

H 

247,606 8 

nf 

16,203 

6 

8 

14,411 4 

7 

230,000 

0 

0 

.5,769 6 

Of 

1,849,879 

1 






APPKNDIX^A. 2.) — An Account of the Tot'll Amount oftbe Sums actually received by the Comm issionem 
fur the Kediictlon of tiiu Na'i'ional Deht, in tjie Year ending the 5th of Jaiu 1803. 

t 

■*BEAt BRffAiN. “‘j ^r’cTi ,l\ $. fT 

Annual'Is.suc, by 26 Ge<», lit. - ... - l,fKH),000 0 0 

Ditto - by 42 Geo. HI. 200,0t)0 0 0 

89 an<l 96 Annuities 54,880 14 6 

Evpired a'nR uiiclaiiiK'd Anns. 49,376 15 7 

Short Anns. 1777 2.5,000 0 0 

Dividends on X. 3 per C't. Alius. 2,366,01.4 ,3 6 . ■ 

Ditto - on .X. 4 per Ct. Anns. - - . . • 104,696 0 0 

£. 1 Tibr Ct. iier A nniim ®n Part of Capitals created by Loans raised 

from 1793 to 1804, both iiicluKive - - - 9,670,740 16 9 


IRELAND. 

1 per Ct. per Annum on Capitals created by Loans raised from 
1797 to 1804, botJi inclubive - - - « 

DivJ^nds on X..3pcrCt. Anns. . . . . . 

IMPERIAL. 

£. 1 per Ct. per Annum on the Capi^l created by Loan 1797 
Dividends on Imperial 3 per Ct.''4nns* <• > . • 

Office Reduction National DeU, , 

22d Feb. 1805. 


XT. 

s. 

rf. 

l,fKH),000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

54,880 U 

6 

49,376 

15 

7 

2.5,000 

0 

0 

2.366, OU 

,3 

6 

104,696 

0 

0 

9,670,740 

16 

9 

277,834 

19 

5 

51,972 

4 

8 

36,693 

0 

0 

13,ff)2 

16 

9 


6,470,738^0 4 

M 

329,807 « 11 

,50,655 16 9 
6,831,201 11 0 


0> T. Godni^aviiM, Fee. 








ccxjoti] ' PARL» ACCOUNTS*— Gewt l^RlrAllSi.^Exckeguer BUlsj Sft^ [ccxzxii 


APPENDIX (B.) — An Account of the fiitemt paid on ExcHE^uea Butif from the 5th day of 
January 1804 to the 5tb cUiy of January 180J. 

£• dL 


43 Geo. III. Cap. 5. - ^ Aids • • Anno 1803 195,911 $ 3 

43 - - - Cap. 36. - - Supply - - 1083 179.952 19 9 

43 - - - Cap. 93. - - Do. -- . - 126,220 9 3 

43 - , - Cap. U6. - - Vote of Credit - - 1803 2,233 6 3 

43 . . - Cap. 147. - - Supply - - 1 800 Bk.of EngU - - • 81,164 7 8 

44 - - - Cap. 15. - - AiiKs - - 1804 7,537 2 8 

44. . . . Cap. 31. ' - Further Slim - • 1804 - - > ... 847 12 3 

Paid to tJie Governor aud Company of the Bank of England, on Personal Estates 

aud Malt Tax Acts - . - 101,692 15 9 


Exchequer-Bill OflDce, £. 624,859 18 10 

6th Ffcb. 1805. * - - - 

Examined and certified, W. Poulard, Comptr, J. Planta.— Jn^* Cudlip.— John Peter. 


APPENDIX (C.) — An Account of the Charges upon the Con8,olida‘*‘p.d Fund, in the Year ending 5th 
Jan. 1805; exclusive of the Interest of the Public Debt, and uf the Payments upon Exchequer 
Bills; distinguishing the same under the several Heads of Civil List, Courts of Justice, 3&c. Mint, 
Other Slones and Allowances, and Bounties. 


CIVIL LLST. 

For the Support of his Majeaty^s £ s. d. 

Household - - - - 898,000 0 0 

Ditto, by Act 44 Geo. III. Cap. 80. 

60,0001. per aim. . « . 30,000 0 0 

COURTS OF JUSTICE. 

. The Judges of England and W ales, * 

‘ in Augmentation uf their Salaries 18,204 0 0 
A. Graham, Esq. Inspector of the 
.temporary Places of Confine- 
tnentuf Felons, previous toTrans- 
portatiun • - - - 350 0 0 

P.Colquhoun, FiSq. Receiver of the 

Thames Police Office • • 7,0.32 5 0 

W. Baidu in, E'sq. Receiver of the 
7 Public Offices of Police - - 15,422 13 0 
II. M. Dyer, Ksq. Chief Justice 
of the Admiralty Court in the Is- 
land ef Bahama, per Act 43 
Geo. III. - 1,000 0 0 

J. Bedford, Esq. do. BarlKidoes 1 ,000 0 0 
II. Holland, Esq, late do. Jamaica 528 I n 
J. Sewell, esq. Chief Ju.'tlice of do. 

at Malta 1,473 8 1 

Alex. Croke, Esq. do. Nova Scotia 5,308 10 2^ 
Sheriffs of England and V^'^alcs • 4,000 0 0 
of the llauapar in Chancery 3,000 0 ' 0 
MINT. 

Master of his Majesty’s Mint in 
‘ England ^ - - « 17,250 0 0 

T. Morrison, E.<iq. Receiver of the 
Fees and Emoluments in the 
Officre of the Mint - - - 2,277 2 9 

Master of his Majesty's Mint iu 
Scotland • . . 1,200 0 C 

SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES, 

The Rt. Hon. C. Abbot, Speaker 
'of the House of Commons, to 
' ' complete His AUowanceof 6, 0001. 

per ann. - - - - 2,535 9 0 

The Marquis of Buie, late one of 

the Auditors of the Imprest • 7,000 0 0 

P. Deare, Eaq. late a Deputy do, ' 300 0 

£. Roberts, Esq.oit tlie yearly SuiA 
of 6501. foiynerty paid to the Au- 
ditor of the Exchequer ^ * - 650 0 0 

' J. T. Bait, Esq^ jComniisMOPer for 

auditing tjjM Public Accounts - 1,000 

. Johu i^ake, Esq, - dq. .500 

500 

- - - dd. ^ i,000 
fitr C,WtB{Boughton, Bart. dq. /V,(jO0 
Marifs.m Qie Office of ClerksOT*^ ' 

Public Accounts > .... 6,000 0 0 

C. Atwood, Ksq. Inspector of Cer- * 

tiflcafee in Tontine, Anno 1789 890 0 0 

C!hief Cashier of the Bank of Eng* 

Inn-t, Pecs paid at sundry * 

PM4^(lf|gS 1^,656 10 p 


T. Marshom, Ksq. Sec. to Com- 
missioners for issuing Exche- ■£, f, d, 

quer Bills, by Act 35 Geo. 111. jOO 0 0 

P ENSIOxNrS 

His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales - ... 65,000 0 

Ditto ditto .... 60,000 0 
Ditto - -DukeofYc.rk - - 14,000 0 

Ditto . . . , Clarence - 12,000 0 

Ditto - • - . Kent - - 12,000 0 

Ditto «... Cumberland 12,000 0 
Ditto** ... - Sussex - - 12,000 0 

Ditto . • - - Cambridge - 12,000 0 

Ditto • - - - Gloucester - 8,()00 0 

Ditto .... Ditto - - 9,000 0 


Her Roval Highness the Duchess 
of York .... 4,000 0 
Earl of Chatham - - - 4,000 0 

TiOrd Rodney .... 9.000 0 

Heathficld ... 1,.S(;0 0 

Lady Dorchester . • - 1,000 0 

John Penn, Esq. - - - 3,OoO 0 

Richard Penn, Esq, - - - 1 ,000 0 

lA)rd St. Vincent - - - 2,000 0 

— Duncan .... 2,000 0 

Nelson - 9,000 0 

■ ■ Hutchinsun - 2,000 0 

I^ady Abercruiubie - - - 2,000 0 

Sir William Henry Ashurs* - • 2,000 0 
Lord ItoRslyn - • • - 5,('00 0 

Sir Sidney Smith ” ^ ® 

Duke of Richmond - W » • 12,666 13 

8ir John Skinner • - 500 0 

Re]>resentatives of Arthur Onslow 3,000 0 

Sir James Saiun are?: - > . - ^1.200 0 

Duke nf Portland, for the Prince 
of Oran^ - - - 16,000 0 0 

Lord Borriugdon and others, in , 

Trust for Lord Amherst - - 3,000 0 0 

. . 

BOUNTIES. 

For !4hQ Encouragement of the 
Growth ci Uenqp aud Flax in 
Scotland - ... 2,956 13 8 

Richard Clarke, Esq. Chamberlain 
* of the City ii London, for the ^ 
better Improvmaent of the Port 


of London* . 


William Stevens, Esq. Treasurer 
of the Governors of the Bounty ctf 
Queen Anne, for tfie Relief of 
hucb Curatos as may^Hn deprivi^ 
of their Cures in consequbnea 
of an Act 43 Geo. 111. - - 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 


- 30,000 0 0 


500 0 a 


Exchequer, 

84 March, 1305. 


jf. 1,337,811 10 


Jamks Fisuaa, 


9 




drxxxiii] PARL. 4’^, (ccmxiv 

APPENDIX (D.)— A list of all nich Sum and Sums of Monty «« are incurredi and Womc due» 
•upon hi8 Ms^csty’s Establishment for Civit Affaies within Scotland, bearing Date the 19th Day 
of June 1761, for One Year, from jth‘ January 1804 inclusive to 5lh January 1805 evolusivc. 

jf. 79,705 4 1 


APPENDIX (E. 1.)— An Account of the Amount of BauNTiei paid in England and Scotland, and of 
the Kovenues of Cust ;iiisand Excise, between the 3th of Jan. 1804 and the 5th of Jan. 1805^ 
Payments in the Nature of Anticipations of Exchetjuer Issues. 


CUSTOMS. 

Bounties on Corn, Cotton, and Luien Manufac-^ 
tures, British and Southern Whale FisJicry,/ 
New fuuiidlhr.dsLiid Whit# li'frriug F:bheiy,> 
and Buurily for Encouragement of Volunteer I 

Seaii'f A---. 

EXCISE. 

BountieN on Beer c'' ported • - ■ * « 

—— — Kriirsli Spirits - ^ . 

-- Fish axported - - - • - - 

iluss and Bai tvl Bounties, certilie'’ on the 
cise, for Dclioioncy of Money in the Hands > 
of the Receiver (jen. of ilieOu&tomB • * * J 

£ 


England. 

Scotland. 

Great Britain, 

X. s. d. 

<£■ t. 4, 

X, r. d. 

247, CS7 6 lOi' 

36,388 16 

304,056 3 i 

■V 

:,358 4 9 
874 19 
17,748 17 3 

W9 15 r 

1,358 4 9 
874 19 III 
18,508 13 6 


I >,734 0 0| 

U.Tif 0 Of 

867,469 8 

I 6:8,854 13 fi 

336,524 0 li 


APPENDIX (£. 'J.)--Gk)isral Post Offici.— An Aceount of Payments from ParliamcnUryOiANTa 
for the Year ending Sth January X805* 


£. 

His Grace the Duke of Marlbordugh •«.••.•••••*• 5,000 
Hit Grace the Duke of Grafitoa 4,100 

The Heirs of the late Duke of Seomberg 4,000 


March t8th 1805. 


* sf.l3>700 

Examined per Taos. CauteX, 

Deputy Aoc. OonmU 


•y 




APPENDIX (E. 3.) Exetst.* -An Account, shewing how the Puiiic Moaiu remaining in the Re- 
ceipt of the Exchequer on 5th vf Jan. 1804, t^ether with the Monies paid into tive same during 
the Year ein'ing .'ith Jan. 1805, and the Monies paid out of the Net Produce of the Revenues of 
the* fold Year, in Anticipation of the Exenaquer Receipt; have beeg actually applied, so far as re- 
gards the Receipt of the Excise in Ragland, and can be a8cerLaiiMd«t,the Exoisa Office. 


PENSIONS, viz. £• 1. S. 

C Duke of Grafton - - 9,000 •— 

XX M J 15arl Cowper • 9,000 ^ — 

tftli Head < ci,arleE Boon, £sm Moiety of the Earl of Bath's 1,500 — — 

» (Lord Melboriie'a ditto 1,500 — — 

BOUNTIES j vi*. 

' Beer exported - - - - - - 1,350 4 9 

BritUh Spiribs - . - '874 19 Ilf 

Wted PioviHolUl 17,768 IT 9 

Bxcise Office, londOn, J. Eistr, 

mMarpb* im 4<»:oBipt, Oaamh 




t 

14,000 0 0 


80,t)0S 1 10| 


S4,.00|l 1 lOi 




















.’CexAxix} PAELi A€COUIfTS«>>^UAT EliiTAiif,~AfifeaKB/»o»i Servkrt.^ [cc.\l 


Arlidle of the Treaty irith £• #. d. 

America . . 4lt2,000 0 0 

To make ^ood DoTiciency of 
Oranrt I80J, ibf confinih.e and 
naiiitaining Convicts at Home 
Jtxtraoadinary Expeiicot in* 2 0 

oarred for Prosecutions ro- 

latiiijp to Coin, 1805 . 1,609 19 4 

Towards enabling the Trustees 
^ of the British Museum to 
carry into Execution the 

Ti'usts reftosed in them by 
Parliament . 5,000 0 0 

Defraying the Charge of Works 
’*f' ’ and Pepairs of tlie Military 

Kouds of North Britain . 5,000 0 0 

Towards further enabling Ibe 
Trustees of the British Mii«- 
eeum to carry into Execution 
the Trusts reposed in tlien hf 
Parliament . • 8,000 0 0 

To be paid to the OiBcefe of the 

Houses of Lords and Commons 3,905 0 0 
To the Executors of the late Sir 
James Wright, for his Losses 
eoiitaiAed as an American 
Loyalist . • 4,871 1 4 

The Pturehase of Lands at 
Wcedcgi Beck, in the Cdbnty 
AfNonhdmpt^, for erecting 
Buildings Uiereon for the Ser« 
vice of the Ordnance « 5,531 17 6 

Do. at Woolwteh and Charlton 
in Kent, for Do. - Do. . 57^066 € 1 

Defraying Law Charges, 1004 • 7,500 0 0 

fTo disehaige the Arieara and 
Debts due and owing upon the 
Civil List on the 5th Day of 
July 1804 . « 591,849 3 10} 

The Board of Agriculture, 1804 3,000 0 0 

Towards Expence* of the Public 
Office Bow Street, 1804 . 6,115 3 6 

, Protestant Dissenting Ministers 
in England and Ireland, and 
for the Relief of the Poor 
« French Protestant (Bergy and 

Laity, 1804 . • 4,943 1 0 

printing Journals, end Votes of 
the HouA^f Commons , 93,775 3 9 

To be ]foid to SherifiS for Con* 

▼iction of Felons, and Over- 
payments, 1804 • 3,175 19 5| 

To defray Uie Extraordinary 
Expences which may be in- 
curred for Prosecutions, $lc* 
relating to the Coin, 1804 . 1|O0O 0 ^ 

The Extra Charge of Contin* 

^ gencies of the Three Seereta* 

ries of State, 1804 . • 5,940 0 & 

*Do. • Messengers • of Ito. » 1,114 17 0) 

Defraying Bxpences of the 
Royal Military CoUcge of a 

Chelsea, 1804 • • lOiOOO d 9 

m • ‘r . 

To replate to his Majeetffe Cml Jati JIopemiet Ihi 
Sum issved thereout^ pmrsuoHi $§ ^4dinuet ^fike 
House qf Commons^ 

To thh Second Clerk Assistant 
/ of the House Of CdfnmeiiB in 

the Session 1809*3 . f ,086 4 9 

, ' 'l^ewerds to Pervons employed 
, ; ' in sorting the Piffilic Hocoidit • 9,595 I 0* 

: The ' Second ^ IiiitolaAeat tor 


erecting a Monument to the £. s, d. 
Memory of Captain Westcot 1,480 18 0 

Do. Do. to the Memory of , 

Major General Dundas • 1,113 T5 0 

The last Instalment for Do. to 
the Memory of Captains Har» 
vey and Hiitt . . 1,113 15 0 

The Second Instalment for Do. 
to the Memory of Captains 
Moss and Riuu . . 1 ,4B0 1 8 0 

To malce good to his Majesty's Civil List Revenues 
Monies isstted thereout for Puhtic Services ,* i ix. 


Making a ffirtber Provision for 
the Presbyterian Synode of 
Ulster and Munstei 
Expeases attending the digest- 
ing and abstracting Poor Re- 
turus 

Addiliopal Allowances to Clerks 
in the Auditor’s Office 
The FumUure of a House iti 
Great George Street, West- 
miiisteir Office, now occu- 
pied by Che Commissionei's ap- 
pointed to emjuirc mto Naval 
Abuses « • 

To defray the Expesces nf a 
Plan for the more perfect Se- 
eurity of the Shipping in Uie 
Port of London • • 

Makiixg up and publishing in 
the London Gazette, Weekly 
Returns of the Average Price 
ofSugar 

To pay Fees on passing Publie 
Accounts • 

Thomas Macdonald,' Esq- as 
First Commissioner under the 
6th Art. of AmericanTreaty 
Contingent Expences of the Act 
for enquiring into Naval 
Abuses • • • 

To reimburse Expences incurred 
in consequence of Orders 
from the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons for the 
Improvement of the Port of 
London • • « 

•aavicai assoap. 


4,160 15 6 


1,100 0 0 

5,389 18 9 


3,099 19 9 


649 4 0 


454 0 0 

3,000 0 0 


5,337 4 0 


1,060 10 0 


560 0 0 


I Secret Services 
iBfaititaining and repairing Bri- 
F' tish Porta and SettlamenU on 

136<a70 lOt 

0 

1 the Coast of Africa : 

ITo pay Bills drawn from New 

u,«00 0 

0 

Sooth Wales 

The Civil Establiabnient 

oif 

29,890 0 

0 

Bemiuda; 1805 • 


S90>i^9 

0 

Dominica Do. 


600 0 

0 

Upper Canada, 1804 


8,<U0 0 

0 

Cape Breton 

Bahama Islands • 


2,040 0 

0 

e 

4,100 0 

0 

New South Wales . 

9 

10,049 4 

5 

, N^a Beotia 

• 

. V64 JO 

0 

New Brunawlek 

9 

*,6S<y'0 

0 

. Saint John’s • 

m 

2,900 0 

0 

Newfoiuidlaad^ 

m 

l,71J e 

0 



14{00O 0 

0 


1^169,074 14 H 



»ccx1i] ^ * PARL* ACCOUNTS.--iGfRteA¥"feRrrA^t5j.^Z7«/«^(i^<i . * [<!adii 

An Account of the Unjpunsed Debt and Demands outstanding on 5th of Jan. 1S05 ; 
under the Heads of Exchequer, Treasury, Army, Barracks, Ordnance, Navy* 
Civil List Advances, and any other Head of Public Service ; specifying the same ; 
distinguishing; under each Head respectively, the Particulars of whicli such Debt 
or Demands consisted; und also wimt part of the said Debt or Demands was then 
provided for> and in what Manner; and what Part thereof was unprovided for. 


Exchequer Bills: 

By what ^cts raided Oa what Fund charged. Amount outstanding. 


3«)th and 40lh Geo. Itl. Cap. Aids Amui.lBOd, Extension of Bank cf. 


43 

43 

43 

43 
4V 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 


Treasury : 


Charter 

Cap. 3.. Malt Tax . ♦ . . 1803 
Cap. 35. Aids 1804 

Cap. 93. Ditto. . . i 

Cap. 145. Ditto . 

Cap. J5.^ Ditto. 

Cap. 16, Malt Tax ..... 1804 

Cap. 17. ; Personal Estates 1804 


Cap. 31. Aids ....... 1804 . 

Cap. 45. ^ Ditto ...... 1805 . 

Cap. '46. Ditto 

Cap. 73. Ditto 1804 . 

Cap. 81. Ditto 1805 . 


3,000,000 0 0 
. 3fi6,000 0 O' 

1,0(K) 0 Q 
2,453,500 • 0 0 
1,399,100 0 0 

4.630.900 0 0 
750,000 . 0 0 
111,000 0 0 . 

1.903.900 0 0 
5A55,100 0 0 

1.500.000 0 0 
803,000 0 8 

9.500.000 0 0 

— 85,953*500 0 # 


Miscellaneous Services 538,783 0 54 

Warrants for Army Services 2 , . • . 459,804 16 8 

Treasury Bills accepted previous to and on 5th of January 

1805, due subsequent to that day ; 834,792 .16 8 


Army : 


1,233,320 13 9 


Ordinary Services 

Extraordinary 

Barracks 

Ordnance 

Navy 

Civil List Advances , 


Whitehall, Treasury Chomhers, 
22d March, 1805. 


660,240 8 11 
Nil. 

r* 660,240 8 11 

1,015,567 18 7 

....... . 1,260,480 9 ll 

. 5,001,567 13 I04 

. 35,844 14 0| 


^.34,460.521 19 0| 

W. HvskiaihOK^ 

/ * * 


An Account of the Amount of the Notes of the Governor and Company of the Bank of Emit and In 
Circulation on the 15th Day of each Bropi Dtpember 1803 to I5tb February 1805. inclu- 

siv^— distiiiguUhiiig the Notes oxnaa FHvi:P6uinN. ’ 


Amount of Bank of England Notaii el ^ive J^outidi 
each, and upwards* including Bank Post- Bills 

^payable Seven Days after Si^t. ^ 

1803. December 15 r - - ^;i2pi98,$80 

1804. January 15 - - ^ - 1^744,&10 

ijsbruary 15 13.Q12»48d 

March 15 i«;0l6^$O 

, April 15 . . - ^ 

^ May 15 12A98,j240 

Jpne 15 . , Jj?, 835.998 

July 15 13,052,010 

August 15 - • - ; JSJMOAliJ 

September 15 - - - ltf^36,l^ 

Oetober . 15 11,976,950 

NoosmberlS 11,976^30 

December 15 ----- 12,355,3f0 

1805. January 15 - - # - - 12,625,220 

February 15 - - . . ^ 13,781,480 

App.— VoL. V. 


Amount of Bank of England Notes of ' 
2t nod IL each. 


!8i>3^ Deeeihbai’ 15 

. 

. . 


j£. 4,426,678 

1804. January 15 

- 

. . 


4{719,400 

‘ V Fabrnaty 15 

- 



4,681,880 

*■' Mhrch 15 

• 



4,648,380 

April 15 

- 



4,626,250 

Maya 15. 

- 



4*646,560 

Juue J5.^,n 



4,583,040 

Jqly 15 


- Vi 

m 

4.742.990 

August, 15 



«a 

' 4,732*160 

. f September 15 



m 

4,778,280 

October 15 


- 


4,907,810 

November 15 ‘ 




4,700/160 

December 15 




4,657,260 

1805. January 15 



• 

4,772,790 

February 15 


' - 

- 

4,729,450 


7 




Vclxiili] PAtL. ACC0U>JTS.^GREATBRlTAI3^^.^JV»rfl?rf^^^^ • [ccxliv 

An Account of the Progress made in the Ilr.DEMpTfoN of the Public Funded Debt 
Funds, and specifying how muoh of each has bcun rwlcciiied by the Coauuissionert 
Stocks; and" the Sums annually applicable to the Reduction theieuf: likewise, tlie 
i . Account of Lund«Tax redeemed. 


' Consolidated 3 per Cent. Ann. 

Reduced - Do - ‘ - 

{ Old South Sea Ann. 

. ' New - Do. Do. 

3 per Cent. - Do. - Anno 1761 


Consolidated 4 per Cent. Ann. . 

^ Do. - 5 per Cent. Do. - • • 

" Additional capital, by act 44 Geo. 111. cap, 9d ' - 
5 pi*r Cent Ann. 1797 and 1809, after deducting 
19,263,663/. 8s. 9d, added to 6 per Cent, conso- 
lidated Ann. 

3 per Cent. Do. 1 726 - - • 

Dl>« - Bank Aim. « . » 


Transferred to the Commissrs., by reason of Land 
Tax redeemed 1st Feb. 1806 - 


Debt existing 1 st Feb. 1606 - 
Redeemed by the Cemmissioners - 

Debt unredceiued 1st Feb. 1806 


Capitals. 


Redof.nied by 

from 1st -Aui;. Total Sums paid. 
1786 fo 1st 
Feb. 1S05. 


X. 

s. 

ft. 

3.36, 196, .'‘>.>8 

4 


129,154,626 

18 

5 

24,065,084 

13 


1,919,600 

0 

0 

491,3.35,868 

16 

H 

49,4«6,084 17 

a 

28,125.682 

19 

7 

13,263,565 

8 

9 

9,088,902 

16 

3 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

11,686,800 

0 

0 

603,925,792 



91,794,307 

17 

3 

» 

582,131,485 

1 

01 

89,003,759 

0 

0 

493,138,726 

1 

Ti 


X. 

34,196,387 

46,398,372 

3,327,61)0 

2,6.^0,000 

673.000 


2,617.400 

142,000 


21,004,.346 16 
‘27,496,i)6() 0 
2,396,896 0 
1,913,448 16 
498,661 16 


AtirAccountjaf tl)e IVogress made in the Redrmptioh of the Public Debt of Ireland 
• Funded in Great-Britain, 1st February, 1805. 













ccsivj 


PARL. ACCOUNTS. — Great BSiWW^Futtded Deit*- 




of Great Britain, at 1st February, 1805 ; distinguishing the Capitals of the several ; 
furihe Reduction of the National Debt since 1st August, 1/86'; the Aver^lge Price of ' 
Annuities to fall in: also, tJie Capital of Debt transferred to the said Coumiissioners otx 


Pi no of 
Stoc'k.s*. 


61^ 
(>0f 
T2 
'7 ’JE- 


ST 

89^ 


6UJ 


Snras 

Annually applicablt! ti» tlie Reduction of the 
National Debt. 


J Annual (!hargc, by Act > 
2b (J to. 111. ) 

Ditto, 42 ditto - , - - 

5 Annuitits fur'99 and 96 
) Years, expired 1792 
j Annuities* fur 10 Years, 

I fNpirtd 1787 - - 

i Li'ti Annuities uuolaini- 
\ od for 0 Years, or ofj 
uhieh the Nominees 
J died i»rior lo 6tli July, 

{ ISO‘2 

Dividend on i'.8b;24'1,2.^9, ? 

nt I) per ('♦ nt. - ► - f 

Ditfo on X. '2,017,400, ut / 
4 per Cent, - - * ^ 

Ditto 011 .^'. 142,000 Navy, ^ 
at S> per <’eut 

r""~ 


t :> per (’eut. ~ ^ \ 

innuity at J per (’cut 
on Part of Cnpitrihf 
created since isl Veb.f 
1793 3 


£* s 

4/. 

1,000,000 0 

O' 

200,000 0 

0 

54,880 14 

6 

SSfiM 0 

0 ] 

49,376 15 

7 

2,587,330 15 

4 

104.C96 0 

0 

7,100 0 

o| 

2,807,240 16 

9 


s 


Annuities 

fallen in since 22d June, 1802, or that will ■ 
fall in hereafter. 


^xrb, Ann.2et3 AnTi£e,yiz. 
Expired at.Hh Apr. 1803 
Ditto ... Jan. ISOJ 
9. 4 Anna}, exp. Ap.5, 1 803. 
Do. 3 do. - - - - ISOd 
du. - - - - 1807 
Do. da. - July .3, 1807 
T.ongAnn. expire 1860 
Uort do. - - - 1808 


Cap. *71. such Aittiuities 
as^foil in aftcrpassinj^thtit 
Act, are not to b« ]ilaeed to 
the Acco\mt of the Com- 
missioners for the Iteduc-' 
tioQ of the Notional Debt j 
but are no longer to be i^n- 
tinued ih the Anmtal 
CJiargc thereof. 


s, 

33,369. 1.*^ 4 
7,030 6 8 

23,254 IT 8 
7,776 10 O . 
4,710 la 
10,181 0 0 
1,047,494 5 44 
418,333 0 Tt 


An Account of the Progress made in the Rsdb.uption of the Imperial Debt, 

1st February, 1805. * -• 


Punds* 

Capitals. 

Iledeemed 
by the 
CouuAi.^rs. 

at Feb. 
1805. 

Tptnl Sums 
Paid. 

Average 
Piriee of 
, ^oefcs. 

t 

Sums 

Annually applicable to the Re* 
duetiou of Debt. 

•iporial 3 per Cent. 

. 

£. 

3,669,300 

550,228 

■ 

i50,3'j8 

. «, <f. 
1316..W5 *0 a 

sii ' 

1 per Cent. <m > 
Capital crentbd \ 
.Dividend on 5 
£, 550,223 at V 
<3 per Cent. ) 

J!. ... rf. 

.16,693 0 • 

I nivilceiiied at 1 »t ? 
f^b. 1805 - - i 

3,U9,072 


> * ^ ' 


16,506 IG.tO 



\ 


« 


i 

• 


j:. 

liS.W 16 ill)' 




f 





Office for Reduction of • ' 

National Debt, ‘ - #-% iw V» -.1. - 

the 31st Day of March, 180J« • 
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^ Account of all the Pensions granted by the Caowx, between the Ist IMay, ISO 49 
and Ist of Aprils I 8 O 0 .— -Ordered to be printed 20 th June, 1305. 


Pstttiofu by Sign M^nuat, payable out of the Civil 
List. 


Dateg of 
Authorltioa. 


Najnas. 


9 May, 1804, Percy Viscount Strang- 
furd -«nd 1'. Thoinp- 
gQD, Esq. in Utt5t for 
Maria Dowager Via- 
counteas Stmngford - 500 
Pitto More to tbem, in trust 
jforElUaMariaStrang- 
a>rd, to CQfiDmenoe 
fk'oin the Decease of 


Pensions 
per Annum. 
JL. s. fif 


0 P 



Viscountess Strang- 
ford 

too 

0 

0 

Ditto 

More to them, tii trust 





for Louisa Sarah 
Strangtbrd, to com- 
mence as above 

100 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Rev. Herbert Marsh - 

514 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Dame Sarah Btirdeti - 

100 

0 

0 

. Ditto 

« 

Priscilla Wtlcopkp (now 
•deceased) 

100 

i 

0 

14 Ditto 

Mary Faddy 

4P 

0 

0 


P August 
Ditto 
9d Ditto 


10 July, dittos Joiin Clementsooi Esq. 

' (now deceaied) pur- 

suant to Address 
• House of Commons 
of 7th June 1804 
Margaret Catherine As- 
pinwall 

Philippa Meliisina At- 
piowall • • 

guinea AbcTcrornbie and 
Qef>. Straban, Esqrs, 
in trust for William 
*. ^ DundaSyJ.F.DuiicJas, 

Eliz. DundaSy Isabella 
Dundas, and Jno. 

“ Burnet Dundas, qr , 

furvivor. Children of 
David Dundas, Esq. 500 
n Jan. 1605, David Dundas and Isa- 
belld Dundas, apd 
survivor r - 
Augusta ^rudcnefl - 1^1 
Robert Bj*udeneU - 151 
Catharine Dent (now 
' Binstead) ' - 50 

Cotton Deni . ^ r AO 

Sophia Dent ' - ^0 

Caroline Dpqt (now 
' Staiibbpe^ 


. 586 0 0 
- 50 0 0 
^0 p p 


0 0 


Ditto 

Ditto 

pitto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Di^o 


- . 50 


£0 Feb. ditto,^ EiUab^th paUMnainp - 100 
Jjate UlfiiiUterif ttt l^reign Courts. ' 

ai J^'16P4| Dantel Ha»es, Ssq>-)ii' 
ligu of a Pension of 
‘800 l^r Ann. 
npranted him Httli 
^ Miitoh,18p1 1,1^7 p,i0 

I August ' Willram IjOrd Attokland 
whose ibepieacoatin* 
gentPeiuiohof 1,900L * 

, jper Amt. 4ip4 ^ 

^ 5,500 0 0 

^ -WWPSMpli^f fUf W « 0 

' ' i 


Dates of Pengiooa 

Authorities. ' Names. per Annum, 

/. d. 

U Oct. 1804, Charles Lord Whit- 
worth - - 2,300 0 

Sir James Craufurd - 1,000 0 
Sir Richard Worsley, 

Bart. - - 600 0 

Alleyne Ld St. Helens 2,500 0 
Thomas Earl of Elgin 2,000 0 
Robert Liatqo, Esq. - 2,000 0 


Ditto 

Ditto 


51 Ditto 
19 Nov. 
1 Fpb. 


Pension^ by Patent. 


13 June 1804. Right Hon. William 

Wickham - 1,*00 0 Q 

19 Nor. Rt, Hon. Isaac Carry 1,200 0 0 

Pension^ granted i/ndtr i/ie Authority of His Majesly*t 
Order in Council^ and placed on the Ordinary EstU 
ntaieojihtt Vavy* 

2 May 1804, George Houspen, Porter 

of the Admiralty Of- 
fice 

3 Ditto H. Rpbinson, one of the 

Senior (,'lerks of the 
Admiralty Office - 375 
Ditto William Qiinber, Ditto 357 

12 Ditto Mary Ann Bruce, AVi- 

dow of the lute S. 

Bruce, lute Architect 
under tbp Inspector 
General of Naval 
Woiks 

16 Ditto * Ah*'n Wallpr, Widow of 
R. Waller, late Pilot 
pf the V ork, druwnpd 
in her 

4 June IL Fishlcy, Master Ship- 

wright pf Jamaica 
Yard - - 300 

9 Ditto Isabella Jones, Widow 

of the late Lieut. B. 

Jones, who duMl in 
consequence of Wounds 25 

5 July Haster Muffiett, Widow 

of J. Miiffiett, also a 
Pilot of the York, 
drow'nvd in her - 30 
'9 Ditto William Wliite, Master 

. . Mastmaker of Dept- 
ford Yard .-»250 

14 Ditto John Kingdom, First 

Clerk in the Offipe of 
the Secretary to the 
" Navy Board - 350 

20 DRta James Smith, Master 

Attendant of Ply- 
mouth Yard - 300 

|2l, ipitto ' poetof R. T, Blair, in 
addition to his former 
Pension 

28 Ditto Frapois Collins, wound- 

ed while attending the 
^ . Disemburkationofthe , 

Troops in Egypt - 2s. $d. 

3 AAjnot Mr. W. Seaman, Clerk 
to the Master Sbip<*., 

^ * Wright oTAntigaaYdf 65 


30 0 0 


0 0 
10 0 


80 0 0 

- 20 0 0 
0 0 

0 Q 

0 0 
0 0 

sT 0 

0 0 

P 0 


- 50 


aday, 


0 0 
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PAUL. ACCOUNTS.>-0iisat BsitAiv«— 


toil 


Dates of Pensions . 

^utborities. Names. per Annum. 

X. «. fit, 

7 Aug. 1804, Dr. John Unci, Senior 
Physician to the Roy- 
al Hospital at Haslur 300 0 0 

9 Ditto Mory Dixon, Widow of 

the late Capt Dixon, 
cast oway in the 
Apollo . . 100 0 0 

|0 Ditto lid. Siieyd Clay, In con- 

sequence of Wounds 
received while a Lieut. 5/, a day, 

92 Ditto John Wood] II, Master 

Attendant ofG ibraltar 
Yard . . 125 0 0 

t October Charlotte Canes, Wi- 
dow of the late Capt. 

£. J. Canes, who was ^ 
cast away in the Utile 70 0 0 
3 Ditto Mary Epworth, Jane 

Lpworth, Kliz. Bp^ 
worth, and Harriot 
Kpwfo'th. Daughters 
of the late Rear Adin. 

F.pworth V . . 25 each 

0 Not, Ann Macleah, Widow 

of the late Lieut. 

Muolean . . 25 0 0 

Ditto John Rrlwai^s, a Boat- 

man of Deni Yard . 10 0 0 
1 8 Nov, Michael Hagan, late 

Watchman nnd Un- 
der Messenger to the 
Navy Office , 12 0 0 

)2 Dee, Elias Marshall, Master 

Shipwright of Halifax 
Yard . . 225 0 0 

S5 Ditto Mary Mitford, Widow 

of Capt. H. Mitford, 
cast away in the York 100 0 0 
5 Jon. 1805, Richard Luniley, X.ieut. 

lost un Arm in Action 5^'. a day. 

9 Ditto Thomas Ole, Lieut, lost 

a Leg in Action 5r. a day. 
22 Ditto Benjamin Slade, Master 

Boatbuilder of Dept- 
ford Yard . . 150 0 0 

25 Ditto E- Palkiogham, a Clerk 

intlieNavy Office - 375 0 0 
28 Ditto Murdo Robertson, late 

Master of tiie Melea- 
ger, wounded iu Ac- 
tion . 5f.aday, 

Ditto J. A. Hodg^kiu, Lieut. 

wounded in Action . 5r.aflay. 
|4 Feb.'*^ William Brittaiu, second 

Clerk to the Master 
Shipwright of DebU 
IbrdYard . 50 0 0 

• Ditto William Frood, Master 
Sailmaker of Ply- 
mouth Yard . * 150 0 0 

' ^3 Ditto James W. Gabriel, Ljeut. 

wounded ia Action 5f. fl4aF^, 
7 March John Luffinaii,” »St*cond 

^ Clerk to the Clerk of 

*• the Survey of Ports-* 

mouth Yard , . 100 0 0 

ffi Ditto Catberiao Keppel, Wi- 

dow of the late Admi- 
ral Keppel - 100 0 0 

PiUp Louisa Keppel, Daugh- 

- ,tnr of the late Adoii* 

.. , fi 


Dates of , Pensiona.. 

Authorities. Naroe?^ per Annum. 

9. d. 

30 Mar. 1605, Francis Stephens, one 

of the Commissioners 

of the Victualling • 400 0 0 

p4mtioTU Payable out qf Old Storee, 

to Mar. 1804, Sir William D’Arley .216 0 0 
1.3 Ditto Lady Thompson . 150 0 0 
15 June T. Fitzgerald, Clerk in 

Treasurer’s Office . 150 0 0 
24 October Lucy Marsh . . 300 0 0 

31 Jan. 1805, Benjamin Tucker ’<^1000 0 0 

12 Feb. Frances Jane Elizabeth 

Courtenay, aud Mary 
Stewart CourUmay, 

501 each . . 100 0 0 

Royal BaurUies, as approved by Majesty^ pttyabU 
at the War (jjike, 

5 May, 1804, Mrs. Singleton, Widow 
of Anketell Singleton, 
late Lieut. Qov. of 
Languard Fort . 50- 0 0 
1 8 Ditto Mr^. Maclauriu, Widow 

of the late Dr. J, C. 

Maclamio, Physician 
to his Maj.’s Forces 50 0 O 
30 October Mrs. Eliz. Fcamn, and 

Mrs. Jane Campbell, 

Sisters of the late CoL 
John Campbell, Lieut, 

Gov. of Plymouth 50 UKh 

Pe^aion payable out of the Revenue of the UU qfUm* 

9 Oct. 1804, A. Shaw, Esq.*late Go- 
vernor of the Isle of 
Man . • . 500 0 «kO 

Pensions payable out of the Duties of b\l, per CenL tM 
Barhadoes and the^Leercard Islands^ 

14 May, IS04, KobertMitfdrdandJohn ' - •• 

Unwin*, •£s<|r8. in 
Trust for Mrs. Char- 
lotte Barget^lf Wife 
of John Sargent, Esq. 
and in Reversion to 

the said John iaigeni 616 9 0 

15 Ditto Miss J^itia Morgan aud 

Miss Fanny Morgan, 

each 50/. . lOO 0 0 

16 July Miss Rosalie Huyghues 91 IS 0 
11 JuBr 1805, The Rev. R. ]6Uiott, io \ 

Tiiiist for Lady Elea- ^ 

nor Auckland « 500 0 a"** 
C 

PemUm getmtid under the Privy Seel tfSvo^und^ 

IS May* lOpi* A, Fraser, Esq. in Trust 
for Eliz. Fraser, Wi- 
dow, and Wm. Fraser, 
her Sgn, and the Sur-. . 

Tivor # . . 100 0 0 

s 

0 This Ptailon revoked since, and another of 
1082/. in lieu thereof, granted,' together w!th,.a Re- 
versimi of SOOL s Yfir m tthl'Wifp m tbeEveht of 





- paf«sof 


Pensions 

Dates rtf 


Pensiohs 

A^th(»ritles. 

Xamvs. per Anpuin 

Aut-horities. 

Names. per Annum. 



J . 

s. 

rf. 




s. * 

d. 

5? Oct- 1804, 

William Jaw, Fiq. 

200 

0 

0 

22 Oct. 1804, 

Mary Ann John.?ton 

60 

0 

0 

]>iitu 

Helen Dnlrvinplc 

50 

0 

0 

Jilt to 

Janet Anderstin 

100 

0 

0 

: Piuo 

Margaret Dnlryinplo 

50 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Magdaline (ioldie 

100 

0 

0 

Ditto 

£li/abetb Dalryniple 

50 

0 

e 

Ditto 

James Lapslie 

50 

0 

0 

, Ditto 

Helen Bnruett 

40 

0 

0 

Ditto 

C. HopcaiidD. Willioni- 




Dit*o 

EH/aheth Burnett 

40 

0 

0 


son , Esqrs. i n Trust for 




, Ditto 

Christian Buniett 

40 

0 

0 


Isabella Visi-ounless 




Ditto 

Lamout Burnei.l 

40 

0 

0 


Arbuthiiot, dc Rever- 




D.tto 

Dnino Mary Dacre Clerk 100 

0 

0 


sion of 150/. pcM- Aim. 




Ditto 

Mrs. Vnuici^i Wall , 

100 

0 

0 


to her two Daughters 




; Ditto 

Jane Ogilvic , 

25 

0 

0 


at her Death 

300 

0 

0 

‘ Ditto 

Bcbecca Ogilvio 

25 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Mouzies Baillie, Widow 

50 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Mary Ogilvie 

25 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Jane Stvwart 

50 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Kath. Stewart Murray 

100 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Grace Stewart , 

50 

0 

0 

.Ditto 

Agnes Scott 

100 

0 

0 

3)itto * 

Ann Stewart 

50 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Bachael C leghorn 

50 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Eli/a Mar Lauriii 

100 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Jane Cleghorii 

50 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Marion Majtton 

too 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Ann Cleghorn 

50 

0 

0 

Ditto 

Ann Boyd 

100 

0 

.0 

Ditto 

W. Adam and .T. Chal- 




. Ditto 

Jane Brown 

60 

0 

0 


mers, Esq rs. in Trust 
for Hugh Clcghorn . 

50 

0 

0 

PenstMis on ihe Irish Rsfahlishmrnf. 



Ditto 

Ditto, in Trust for Janet 




20 Mar. Ib05* 

Dame Mary Pitt, Wife 





Clcghorn 

50 

0 

0 


of the Right lion. Sir 




Ditto 

Mrs. Jane BailHo • 

40 

0 

0 


W. Augustus Pitt 

600 

0 

• 

Ditto 

ElizabeJ.h Baillie 

40 

0 

0 

Ditto 

K. Wynne, Ksq his Ex- 




Ditto 

Jane Bnillie 

40 

0 

0 


ecutors, Administra- 




Ditto 

Louisa Cieil 

100 

0 

0 


tors, and Assigns, for 




Ditto 

Margaret & Ann Hulketl 

.100 

0 

0 


the Life of Elizabeth 




Ditto 

Mary Bnirc 

100 

0 

0 


Wynne his Wife, audof 
his 3 Danglitc.'rs, Har- 




Ditto , 

Margaret Christie 

25 

0 

0 





Dit^b 

Helen (’hristie . 

25 

0 

0 


riet, KnnUsainl l .iiry 




Ditto " 

Kath. Margaret Swin- 





Wynne, and Snr\ i\(»r 300 

0 

0 

Ditto 

dell Norwcll 

100 

0 

0 

Ditto 

T. M'Kcniia, Ksq. k<mi. 




Ditto 

Betty Murray 

50 

0 

0 


ondT. McKenna, Lm). 




P^tto 

l^uisa Mackay 

100 

0 

0 


juiu and .Survivor 

300 

0 

0 


* » 

Whit«‘hall, Treasury Chairilw’vv, 
^ ^Juw, im." 


W, Hl/SKlHOIf, 



An Account of the Con|olioated Fund of Ireland for the Year ended the 5tli January 1803 j and also the actual Fayments thereout, within 
the .said Year, anu the total Charge thereon, in respect to the said Year j specifying also the Surplus of the said Consolidated Fund. 
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. cch3 PARt. ACGOWCTS.^lMtAW.-^P«^/f(f Income. * [oclvi 

Abstract Statement of , the Public Income of Ireland, .for the Year ending the 5A of 


Or^nay lUvitNM, 

• 

Gross Receipt 
within 
the Vear. 

Total Receipt 
to be 

accounted for* 

Re- payments, 
Drawbacks, 
Discounts, See . 

Charges 

ot 

Management. 

- ^ 

Customs • , - 

Excise • - . • . 

Stamps - - - . - 

Post-office - - - 

povndage fees • • - 

Pells lees - • - - 

^X>llcy on wrought plate 

Casualties • . • . 

TomI ordinary Reoeoues 

SmrMrSnaiy Rttourett. 

Public coal yards 

8nndry persons, on ac. of rice. In* ? 

dian com, Src. sold for Oovt. ( 
Gain by czch. on turns rec. from G.B. 
Comi ofNavy, on ac. ol ade.by colL 7 
in IreU for seamen’s. wages, dee. 3 
PromO.Hr«on ac. of profit on lota8o4 
Other monies paid to the public - 

Dmiiet fir Iteml ObJtcU, 

iJnen manufjieture 
. Improvement of Dublin 

Repairs of Royal Ex, Sc com.buildings 
Ltipn navigation • - • 

PiAyterian miai|ters 

£. i. J. 

fS83?i* s Io| 
1681610 iz 8|{ 

394537 19 44 

118429 9 8 
31965 13 — § 
6393 1 114 

*548 8 7 

3503 12 34 

>4614691 8 xif 

491167 18 — } 
141708 18 9* 
31965 13 — j 
6393 I 114 
2548 8 7 
3503 « si 

£. .. 
343306 13 54 
7*71 6 8 

1575*, * *1 

£. s. i. 

358054 — 8^ 

*7344 4 8* 
63696 13 9 

41117x1 — 6| 

90P 

6561 2 9| 
107x7a 19 

6o86j[ to I 

41250 — 

880X X 7 i 

tc68 6 .6 
io 646 7 9 
1485 4 6 
*885 13 7 
8904 17 6} 

' 5»9<979 1 7i 

900 7 -^ — * 

6561 % 9§ 

10717* 19 7| 

60861 XO I 

42250 — — 
8801 X 7i 

1234 si 

1 5 9* 

1903 7 If 
3210 4 9 
8904 17 6i 

36^31 3 — i 

I 

I ^ 

*5 3 I 

X282 X 4 

449094 19 *1 

* — ^ 

sT 3 8 

Tata), independent of the loans • 
dUnni paid into the Exchequer - 

4374268 4 6| 
5514709 XI X14 

55459*0 7 3I 

53*4709 ** **» 

367338 7 4i 

-349*75 * jr 

GrandTota) • 

• ■ 

9698977 i» 6f 

i 10870630 — 3I 

367338 7 44 

449175 * 9 * 


» 


NOTES. 


■ ^ 


Cttitems tnd ExdbA 
Stampf « - , 

Pott*office < • t 


^aces of Collect, per Ct.j 

Gross Rev. 

Net Rev, 

£. t. J. 
(o 0 10} 
6 18 4 
S 3 15 8 

(f. ». d 
1* 2 34 
7 8 11 
116 7 9 


^Theappropmied Miincei ie the*^ oe the5tli of 

JaniMrjr» iSQ49.ittoiintedco * * ' **, * *. £3^29 1 5 1 

frKeenapproprbM baUneetin tliic£xchi^»er,ontlic,5tkbf > 3^3976 ip 

Jaaeaiy, igUpPaiottaccdto • -» «. - ^ 93^77 3 7) 

The appropriitp balances ie the£x€lii4tter» on the 5lh of 
JanOafy* 1805; amouBtdd to ^ • • tjAal ij ii 

The naapproeriatOd baltaees ia tbo Sxelieq^«oft the 5th of . f %1%iAt 

JtWiUurXf ifoiiiOaMiBatcidie^;, • * • ,• : %« 064^19 4 a|J 



* 










cclvii] PAUL. ACCOUNTS.'— iRELAKD.—PwZ’iic Income. fedviii 

Jail, 1805 . [X. B. All the anuual Aetnimts of the TuiL^ury arc made up to fnc fitk oJ'Ja?i.'] 


' 1 
Toul Paymentf Mcr produce ap- : 

out of *!a I plicj^We to 
gross Rc\cai:c. 1 national Objects. 

1 

Paymcals for ' 
Militia, Doert.' 
Stragplni!; Scj. 
A., 0* Re-., and 
Forilticatiou'-. 1 
Compcn>atioii. 

Bounties for 
f i“ hcrics, Lir.cn 
Manufac, kc. 

Total payments 
out ot rhe 
iicl pioducc 

Payments 
into tlie 
Lxchequer. 

i. j 

i '• 

L . X. 

L. X. 

L. s. d. 

' /, X. .A 

A.; 1 

3 ,,i /.50 I.J 9 ' 

50144 2 fi 

! ai-’Sj 7 5 

1 

7320? ;o 4 

2S;,X..j, _ 1} 

^4610 11 4i 

4.56. S' 6 S 


j 

[ 

1 .>42y''> ^4 i >i 

7944S 1 8 

f. -^6l^ 2 Aj 

— 



1 4 ^!'^ 7 i 

— 1 

i >/>5 ' 

— 


— 

! J15 - -J- 

■ — 1 

63*^13 I If' 

— 

— 

— 

6;yT 1 111 

1 

1 .-4>i 8 - 

— 

— 

— 

2^4'^ 8 7 

— 



— 

i 


1 

J'j 

2 11 ^ 

23.03 7 5 

' 4! 

1 

'--yr if 04 

1 



— i 

i 



fJ'O — — 


6 /.I 2 


i 

— 

z 

1 

» 7 » 7 2 19 ' \ 

1 

i 

— 

10;I72 19 

1 

T IS 1 

j 

j 

i 

1 

— 

f' 10 I 


42: . 


1 

— 

4: ,-o 


•‘201 r 7^ 

i 

— 

— 

S'iGi 1 7^ 

— 

1 i.’u 

1 




• i) 1') R 

s-i ^ - 

' 1 > 1 .'J 2 C ‘ 


— 

— 

90 - 2 16 u i 

— 

I 7 


— 


f 7 .Lf 

l5Ci 5 -- 

I >^-i7 10 0 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 I - ^ — — 

— 

! o; r; M | 

— 

1 

■— ’ ' 

1 1/ 6f 

8 1 <>^'(3 10 2 1 

4 ”" 17 ' , 1 

5 ’ - -0 1 " • *‘i 1 

j?>i44 ill! 

1 2i «■.! 7 J 

' - " r . , 

; /.’/■•'■ 1 

1 

1 ')i 

; ; !* x* ^ 0 1 1 

S 1 fi <; T 3 1 2 I 

( 'o^'4i 16 10 — : 1 

1 5‘'‘44 ^ *' 

M *^3 7 ^ 1 

1 L 3 '’ 7 !• 4 

8 i- • 1 3 3 


X (.) T E S. 


/ 

li A- 1 . ANOKS. 

B.4laiices in the { H.ilance in ilic 1 Nii'? in il;e 
Hand:, of the dif-’Ha'*dsot iliePc- MancK rt th<; Rc - 
fcient Collcclovs.' trivcr-gcuvral. i ccivcr-gcuerjl. 

* 

L s. d. \ J-- t/. 1 L, s d. 

5 Jan. tSc4 - 

664179 2 10; . 24394 5 o4 j q>>’3S 17 11 

5 Jan. IS. 5 - 

43^677 6 2f 1 — 1’. r-i 


The amtnint of the F.tchrqucr liills issued foi the public service bciwceu ihe s'h of ] , j3^ooo3 - 
January 1804 diid the ^rh 01 J ioiiary 1S05, and not ledccnied within that ptii^od,. was J ‘ " 

^ Accjununc'gcnerars Odicc, zSth Feb. 1S05. 

; 


Appentlix.-^YoL. V. 


T 






CicUxJ , 


PARL* ACCOUNTS.— Ireland.— Pwi^/ic 'Expenditure. 


[cdx 


Account of the Pubt.ic Expenditure of Ireland for (he Year ending on the 5L1A of 

January 1805 . 

[/V. B, For th' j’lirilculurs umitr tacit head^ see the scvit.il aet juti/i referred to hy the letters By 


fiEPARATL ErPEN-SE OF luKLAVI). 

1 . For interc*;t on the fumlcd d-iht of Ireland, inchi 
dint; aiuusitics Lm lives and re.-ms of ycais ; 
i/. pwT cenr. for ihc ictlucti^'ii of the capitall 
ciCcite.l hy Ki.i is «incc 1707 (A, I. and 2.) — J 

For Lhiir^;; nt in .11 i ' meat ihcrcon 
TIk-ic wris also apjdird, tiovaids the icductioii or! 


liaiUMad dt.bt 


Totjl on acenunr of Intcrt*«t 
T^iito, foi cli ugc of management 
Dil'o, on aei-ownt ot the rcductic 
debt 


L. 

5 

d. 


2 

S 

67635 

8 

4 

2491408 

JO 

9 

666829 

4 

5 

1 

6 

J 3 

4 

M 

■j 666829 

4 

±i 


L. s. d 


2019; 13 14 


IT. I'hc on Fxrhequcr hills (B.) — 

1*i. I'.Mifs for [luipo.ses ippoiiiccd hy the Failiament 
of 1 eland pnoi to the union, &ic. (C\) — j 

IV. IsMics lioni appropriated tunds for local pur 
pobcs (O.) — — . 


Total separate Expense 


Joint Exi’ENsk atith iraFaT-Biiu aiv. 

V. Civil I.ist — — — 

Pensions — - — — - — — 

Otl'cr permanent charges (E.) — ~ 

VI. Payment? in anticipation of Exch. rcccipli!, -viz. 

Bounties — — — — ^ — 

• Miiitia, army of reserve, deserters warrants,] 
S(c. kc. (F. p and 2.) — — — 

VII. Oidiiaiicc (G.) .A — . — 

VIll. Army — ' Mtlinary service, viz. 

Ke'^^uUrs, militia, and volunr''er coip^ 
Barracks — — — — 

SialVofliccrs and officci.s of garr’ onsj 

lialf-pay and snpe» numeiary oflicers 
and reduced chaplains — — 

ORiccrs widows — — — 

/ Roynl Hospital — — — 

Public otlu cr.«;, their fiepntics, clciki-, 
and incidental expenses (11.; 


Ex traoi dinary services — 


IX Miscellaneous service; ( 1 .) 
Lastly, Voteolercdit (K.) 


Total joint PJxpcnse — 
C.^nd Total - — 


L. 


J. 


3 icj 
95164 14 ITi 

1815397 19 

^8c90 16 7f 


1^0768 15 


u* 


— 


- 

16-^98 

r 




- 


I2H? 1 \ 

M 



- 

- 

- 

l^V .^4 

16 

t 






— 


47 ? 3 t 6 to 

- 

- 

- 


7 



- 

... 

- 

50T44 

2 

T. 








73207 TO 4 

- 


" 

“ “ 



.p.) 03 GO — ^ 




1771^61 

a 

2 


- 



493228 

6 



c. 

- 


7273J 

J 

7 i 









- 

- 

- 

. 37^*' 7 

5 


■■ 

-- 

- 

- 

048; 

4 

95 

• 



“ 

4 ' 3 ‘f 

1 2 

4 ", 


- 

- 

- 

6411 

M 

I 





3428842 

6 

Vi 


- 

- 

- 

48957'^ 

9 

>.{ 







— 

3918410 1 5 ri 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

M 9 M 7 3^31 

" 

“ 

“ 

- “ 


- 

191962 , 9 loj 

- 

- 

- 

* 



5299744 9 X5 


- 

- 

- 


_ , 1 

976r',or5 5 — :} 

1. ^ 



cdxif PARL. ACCOUNT'^— I Mt.—Fnt. qfAic.SiHs, t^r. [cclxll 
(A. J.) An x\(connt (jf the Monu s out ut tlit* Rocoipl of llu? Klchcfiner, in tlic Year 
eliding the 51 li Janu.jry lh()5, ttjwards satisfy iiu; iJic (’’haigo of wo I’uijlil, 1 ‘’u\dj,x> 
Oif-KT of Ireland ; tli tliiiguislniig the total AiiMiuil of llio Sums loi* Intc'i'c-.L, 

Charge ul'Man un'ineiif , and I ho annual Issue for its llcdnetion. 


fxiteicst, Set’, cit llic fisiiJcii debt of Trclaiiil 


Annual Isuiic for the irducticn of ilic national dc 


Intpic*': and -\iii'iiii?f«rj 
ftn i iv 4 • aud 1 ti ni 
< t S C.i. .\r. 

Clj.irj;c 

of 

■'T ^naifr.prnf. 

f.. U a. 1 

2.177 

/•- t. J, 

2 


'i-nvy-o Jj- /4 

3 tr 4 


A. 2 ) An Account of the total Ann ami ot the Sums aciii uiy tcc.'ir.'d hv (hc‘Coni'mssit)ner« 
tor the Ui:j>ucj JON nl the National Debt, in the Ycaren.inig 5lh Jannar^ ISUo. 


A»nnual is».Me — — — — — 

Kxpiicd aiiULiitiVs — — — » — 

Appiopt iatioii of i/. per i.cnt. pet annum on loans fcince I797 

Interest on debt of Ireland icdcexncd — — 


in i'.i it.iin. 

1 hi h^lm!. ^ 

/;. J. 

llixfi) 2 4 

jf- ^ 

6y.3i; 8 4 

i i ,*j 0 0 

!xp'l.in 2 4; 

2 4 

6U4O 4 0 

2jt>0 10 

6 z;C'^ 7 iij 

I> 4 

278;!? 1^ l 

27-:ci 5 ii; r 


4 : 


) An Account of the Tntkrcsi’ on hACHfm fr Hu^i, Pa^.n,- .is jnaiit* in tine 

Yr.u Ircrn 5ih Jam;aj \ J NfM lo 3th J...ni;.iiy lfa>5. 

Thcic tema.K' d ii'-ol.iir«icd on lije 5 !h J.'uiMiiy iMcKit on /. 1 . 

ball! tt. June I' -- — -J. — ' c«^y j 

Ai f/ pei ecu per aununj. , 

— fu;{ \i,ii n.'vJ * iialt, noni [j.jior''',: *0 -rS P^r. > - j ?;:o o c;v 
t ^ pci ct, JK : siui. {rt/in <Io. — t.» \ ul \l, ,< ' , ;; ; 'i j (,\ 




L 


''.c — lido. 

h C 1 ' — ..(t do. 
T ( ' C— it df. 

c . -■"‘.u tk-, 

|,i. — — It do. 

I cc — it do. 
iC at do. 

' — u do 

r ’ .It «b), 

‘ ---t dji^ 


HI..' II clc». — t‘ ■ nil' 
fiOlil • O. ». ill I 

fu'i:’ p'l Jsi! ' ifi 2 • I I !) \ 
fi m I li ,i to : « •' 
ti o •: 2 .; ill I'd . I ‘ . j 

f.y n I) • f) ' 

trO’ • ill f],. to 

' 1 1 j"' t ."r'.' io 

tio:u n. t. to 

f* Oi.: til 1 . 10 




. ) I • 4 _ 

.1 u '7 frr\ 

rli •> /. foJj, 
d'l, 
d I. 


-? 


')'i- ') -f- 

' 1 '’) X - ^ 

•1 y ‘f J 


•xti ; 


*jf Deduct inlcrcst wliicli remained iiiirlauiied on erh Janii.iry 1S. 5 - i:_*. 1? 

Tt.ial payRicr.l. for inteiest o;\ Iixfliequci I'l'’’---, in ll e year to qth J.’iinary fST.; 

(C.) An Account ol Paw. cm s niadc for Puipo'cs ajjjm'fUcd by th.‘ I’\ui.ia.vlnt 
Ikfland prior to the Cnion, in one \c”- ending 5iJi Jaiuiaiy Kso.'^. 




"1 

of 


rot, rclir f ot • rfl'ti iiii» luy-i lists — -- — 

CVmperi'di i-;n lot lo-. .'.s tiy rlir iinioti — — 

lidaiid r.'\ if'.itloii.s, ifi. nt ( I f' oo — . — — 

1 .otter) pi'.'ts ■ — — — — — 

I'lincij'H' ci. f xrlif qiicT Hills y- — 

I'. '.’(Jim: uifpimiii r p.;\;niut cl loc.n iCposh*., &c — 


— 3 

— 3^156 7 

— 4' 12 

— 

— r 7 : 0 i< ■ — 

— ^ y 1 / 


-i 

-.-A 



cdxlii) 


cdxiii) PARl^. ACCOUNTS. — Ireland.— O/^V d^/.C/y. List, &t. (cdxly 

(O.) An AcToniit (jt Payments inadft from 1 be Fiin.i.s appropriated for local Purposes 
in Ikee/So, liDiji the 5 tli Ju.iiiai y lbO‘l lo tiic .ith Jaiiuary ISO.'i. 


For »ri'otl*’ : »I -yJ.!*-! a;:(l Ijcinpcn manulacuire — — 

L;»i».»n SI Vi'/rf ,n -- — — — — 

Imoi/ V - lii'. ri, • •>* p — — ...... — 

>n»" I ''f K ' is jj«ii^C anti tsirnmcuial hwiiJdiiig*; (Dublin) 

Pu uiii'isr^i'' — — — — — 

Fi.*»b hcuiity — ~ ^ 


f. s. 
^)86 6 

997 < ^ 

8,651 10 

1,262 13 

lJ, 9 f^'T I 
i:,co7 6 

93 S 


(E) An A'f'Miiil of P ^Y i'lENTs ii liic y oar to the .5<b .Kinunry 1 S().3, under tlie several 
ib u'lici — Civil lV]i.»iions, and othiT Pennant 1. hnrgc.s. 



Artr.'jr on tlic Civ iJ li -t I'll I he j'lh l.^nii.ity lo'^' 4 . — — S4'754 8^ 

Clur^c lor ilitio — -oi One Year to ihc 2 ',lli Ucccaibcr 1804 145,^011 o o 


Deduct aricaron the 5ih January iF. 15 — — 37 i 2 S'» I 7 3* 

jr, 

l-i^ues to llie civil list in one year to the 5rh J.inMajrv ] — — J9i,49'J i cj 

I’enm ns — — — — — — — — 1-8*^133 U »i 

OllitJ peMTioient charges, vi?. 

Public iiiriimarits — — — — o 

Public coal-yaitlb — — — — 3,i‘^a 4 

Army baggage — — — — 15,670 18 24 

Lrtttry < xpe naca — — — — 3,962 19 

Police cstahlibhincnf — — — 17,^25 19 

lii'iticctoi-^ential of prisons — j-, q" 

I'lansponation of Iclons — 4,344 5 ^ 

Ftts on auditing Treasury accoiuifs — 1,713 19 7 

Imprcst-oflicc — — — — 2,.;' o o o 

Mem 't rv!(C in detecting trersonabU* con. piiacics 7,216 9 \‘j 

Aiinuities and coinpf.isalion allowances — — 93,5^64 6 

Judges additional talarie*, 5 cc. — — — 30, r3 7 

CoiiKuistioii^of enquiry — — — 7") o o 

154,7^+ 16 54 

. . _ _ . _ 7 | 5 ’‘i 6 K, i.'l 

(F. I.) An Account of the Aniouut <'f PorNj iEs p;iid out of the Ptiblic Rc\ctjue, in 
the yAiij^- cmling’lhc .'Jtb January IS 03 ; being ]\'i\infnts in the A'atupo and Anlicipa- 
tion of .J^.xchetiucr Receipt. 


S4.754 

1 4 5, -or. 

18 

0 

c/. ■ 

0 

I99»7s4 

i8 


37,2 S'> 

17 

3 

11 

— 

0 

3,102 

4 

4i 

15,671-' 

18 

24 

3.962 

19 

3 

17,225 

19 

12 

T ~‘K.i 

0 

0 

4,344 

> 

Z 

t,7M 

»9 

7 

2,-’.' 0 

0 

0 

7,216 

9 

r ‘j 

93.!’'''4 

6 


3<>,3s6 

13 

7 

7") 

0 



On linen exported — — — — — — 

Vi'.lur.w vc^‘cl* -y — — — — — — 

Bark in.po ted — — — — — — — 

Iiisli coils Ivoiiglif <o.T'.tw.iys to D'ji liti — — — — . 

Ii i ai ciircil lish txpo* ttd — - — — — — — 

li i- h fish oil cxpoitcd — — — — — 

F'sb iinpoitid •— — - — — ' ■ — — — 

Cuincipoitcd — — — — — _ 


/,. r. 

17 

s.V. t 13 3 

3 * 7'7 '9 «» 

Si 1 3 o 

3 » z 


46 1 S 

r.ioT^ 2 


Milili » — 

Aiiay «'f : c .ci VC illlto 
Tli-sviur. Willies — 

.Saav'.!h»<?; 'C' n i*'**'' ditto 
foiiitic-iion pay. /.w Lis 



- 


lY of R' 

•S Ell Vi, 

11 y IhOj. 


1- 


iL 

2i;,7ro 

3 

10 

22,741 

10 

4 

873 

0 

0 

.53 


’3f 

725 

*3 

5i 


50144, z II 



tckvl ?ARL. ACCOUOT^.~lurxAxn.~(?rf//^i?2t‘tf— ro;r/?.9 — Aj/vc. Scn'urs. [cclxvi 

((■;») All Account of Movits paid to thp Odicc of OiiONAKCS^ i\ ll'.o Year tolheSlh 

Jauunry UiO'y. 


Taynicnis to the orJna'irc* fui the grant of \Z.^{ — 


— 4wCoco 


(H.) An Account of Moniks [uid c.n Account of I'i ; M uii'-i y's Koiicks in'i «yi.AND,. in 

Veurt ndinii the olh .I.uiu u v 



A.- 

For Rcf^iments of tlie line — — — — — 

Volantetr coip-? • — — — — — — 

t‘» n’irgMif't , &i*. fci Ku'tl fon < 5 ---' -- -- - - 

IVlilirary ijo^pi'.als iu a i. cuKann. iU‘5 — — — 

Royal iiiiiit.uy iijfimiary — — — — 

br Ui kjlRccr^, anl ili^ccrr, of yairibiO'- — — — — — — 

Ihilr |My .i.nd >’Lip' iiiiirur' ' ly olinci . .iiiu jtdufCcl oh.ipl itiis — — 

Miotn-ina It. i^ciK-i li, and . th.Li '.niLlst ( Jh.-ii /l.ptiU- n d iiic id;jv .* I 

CXpfU‘,C> — — — — — — — — •— — 


Filraordin u :c3 — 


(I ) Ai) Account^ vh(‘v\ nitpjio i’ wmc'c ' iu‘ Vi ii ci:c!ii 

I LUAM.Ol's JC. s. 


To ''I' I,i.r i. v.ot)n. i* !.(J, , u M( '.iC.-*' I , • a- hi . jh I ir*'U'»lc 

11) i.c ]iiiI) 1 k .VI . on iib Jau! o- k T, ili.*nu in in b*. ''om i | 

Jolijj Si.' iif (lepiCY 'U'lOi' .t.int' j^ciu I ah for lln; iitc — 

Van! li. lii., ' f Xaii'iii ,t')i of com bo nut us, Ku htcpin'^ the arenun^s 

of ;lu. -a) i olRce — -- — ' — -- 

Ri'bcil Mar li.il], Jla], lo’-pccroi -'p lU’r.il of imports ami expos Cm f'>‘’ loi 
exprnsL .iiul Irou'ilc iu picpisnijj accomu . o« aiivi cxpoit** foi 

Vi'laMMit — — ' — — — 

R.o^y.i Wcilierall, f.ist clcrl: in tlic Inept 1.0 -o -t . .il of Imports n ! 

Lxpoit- OfTicc, iiircxtia t»nub!<');i pre paiuig . 1 1 o.iuU t n* t^ioi sr. ent 
Ceoiyc Ifattoii, i taminator of excise, till fx>i a ii onble am' < >c in 
picp riii^ acco in s tor J'ailiamcot — — ‘ . 

Siiiniti Hood, as uiant rxarniuritoi of rxci^c, for t'u- li.vt* — — 

'J luima'. Hallicld, cl, ik in the o'lii :■ ( f tl c An nr. i of the Ih.'i ’icsjm'r, f.,r 
cxtij lioublc in pitpaiiny .u'coLinis 1 ,/r i ail.ani' iil — — 

The ex 'pciu.c of tiviJ l)ii:!Jinp5 01 fvir «»>''* 'C’r *11 't*' 

laiiuaiy — — — 

For printing and liinJin'T r 01 1 . , efth pr’.’h ;» ' f 

Gto. 111 . — 

*I'or publishing prfu la-'. :nu>n , aiJ/.i.i' vi e” •■'■'. o in i'-" Jic! . 1 

(i . 7 eHe and otiu c neiv, pant • , -- — — 

3 ''oi 01 uiirtKA^ st.i'hm »i y .u'.a ot.ur I'l.ba tor i.cv. ' 

ol-^. es in j/^iPlin (..isflc — — — — 

r ’1 rieasuiy iucidei ts , — — 

^•'1 r appiLlicnd,;ig pvi'dic oTmdcis — — — 

i t '-11111111, il pio^ct nil »n .owl other la*'' C'. 1 1 • »v -1 "-nc i»t — 

ht.r uxpLiisciit jir.'O'que in the po t oi • ' 11 — — 

bor v-url:iiiy |.is Mtjt'-ly’.s gnlil-a.i! f .11 c -.rity of’x't' c’:U*w — 

R«)r cloilimg l)-itrle-.tx' ginids — — — — 

tor c'iUJiiiig hio ity’s hciahls, piu'-i:'-. -r^j "i arr.i'', and L'.are 

tiiiin|Htcis, lorihrrc yt.iis fioni i;:)! «'c'* i‘< l — 

For piC pu-chast of tliC P'sitice tif r!:c Aivlibi /■- p r.f Diiblni at Sa'ist 


f. .*• '■4 
4 - o o 

:40 o o 

3 'o o O 



2 

2 


h 

I 5 

7:'jo 

1 

/ 4- 

r 1 7 

t) (.-T 

S 

4 

‘if 


12 

44' 

t> ; 1 1 

13 

T 

■«' 1 - ' + 

6 



9 


i 



*ry, luOo, 

for 

L- 

5. 

a. 



C' 

0 

H ■* 

0 

0 

- : 0 

0 

• 

0 

i ' 

0 

0 


0 

0 

1 

7 '.V, 

9 

» 5 

■ i'-.; ro 

0 

0 

’ a 

0 

0 

- .'57 

2 

2 1 - 

■ ’ to. . 

'O 

0 

■ r 

i - 

2 

1 /, I 

s 

t ;- 

• 7 ,^ 

0 

0 

lo’.i 

0 

0 

7 

0 

'' 


\ 


9-55.3 5 ^ 


Cail ’Cu for-a'^rd 


9O0.3 5 8 1 



cclxvii] PARL.i^CCOUNTS.— I1BLAN15 . — Vote of Credit Balances. 


[cclxviii 


Rrouehi fo-wnrd ■ 

The fMjard of frtwl?s for building new and repairing oUl churches, &c. 5000 
The rommis‘.ioners #>r making wide and coiiver ^nt streets in OuMin 4y<^'o 
The rcrporatio'ijfo/paving, cl<*.insing, and iighnng the stieersof Dublin loooo 
The D’-ibliti frr prumoting Husbandry, and other useful arts 53*^^ 

More, tuwa'rds compieting additional building at their repository and 

botanic garden — — ^ 4100 

'flic farming society — — — — — — ’/oo 

The iincB and hempen inanuraciuie — — — —21600 

The incorporated society for pronvning KngHsh protestant srhools 20129 

The bcciciaty to the conimissioiicrs of chaucabk doiiatio.is and bequests 
The association for discountenancing vice — ^ ^ lOoc- 

1 'he female 01 phaa house near Dublin — — — — larii; 

The penitentiary tor young criminals ill Dublin — — — o 

The foundling hospital in Dublin — — , — . —22^0'^ ^ 

Th^ hiberni.m marine socictv — — . — — — 

The hihci Ilian school for s( Idicrs children — — — 4^00 o 

The Westmorland locic hnspitalin Dublin — — — 6749 13 

The fever hospital and house of recovery in Dublin — — 1; 9 

The house of industry in Dublin — — — iS^99 

The Roman catholic seminary — — — -- — o 

The lying-in hospital Dublin — — — — — 25150 


S 9408 16 


(K.) An Account of llu^ Amount of PaymenK from tlio Vote of Cukdit, in tlu* YtMC 

ending the 51 h January 1805 . 


Amount of Payment'. lot Vote or Credit (sec Acc<*unt of Distiibution thtreor) - 19:961 914 


(1) An AcmiiU oftlu^ Value <>f all [mports into and all E\r<»n's from I I'l 1 a.vo, for the 
Year end'Ug .<5111 January 18U5; ni-tinguisjiin;.'j tht* \\diu‘ <•' I’ isb Pn^dnoo ai d iVIami- 
faeturos Exponod fioin the Value of Foveimi Aioolos K vpoit-.’d ; t()L';otli!.*i' with the 
DilllTciia*, hi’lWLvn tii(' (lliicial V.ilue aiul ilio ileal A aluo ot Iri.'-h rnnluta; and Manu- 
factures Exported in tiiv? Yiar ending 5t!i Januaiy 1805. 


■ 'll Val.i( 


OfTc iI e of Impc’e *5 — • — ' 

Olhci.il V'ihit; ) Irish I’loiliicc .'ind '^uicf ■ — 

of LxportJ. $ Liiti^-lwauil I'oic'gn Ai ticks — 


~ 3 4 

— 0 49 '-'H 4 it 

— 16 9 TO 

I 8 


A'r/r . — The /\cco?i!>r of ihc Real Valul of Ui.'b pfudiicc and M.iiiuf.u t urc:. Imported i:i the 5 ’cai 
cii'.ing 5th [jiiutry i ca.inot be now rcimmd, lIil Ascr.'tge Rates of .ill IrcUiul .iic not yet 
a.sccrtaiiicd. 

(2.) — An Account of the ^7unlher of with the Amount of their Toni^bge, wAi'li 

‘have hecr Huilt aiui li<\oi.,(^‘n:d in te.e s. -.eraJ J'oiis tif liiiiLAND*, between tlie 5th o7‘ 
January J8t>4 ar.d the5ih Jainury 1805. ^ ^ t 


Kuu.bcr Cit VtMcl.s. 

.56 — 


Amount of Tonnage. 

— J5t7 — Tons. 


(3.) — An Account of the iSTumbei of Vf.ssels, with the Aruounl of their Tonnage, pud 
Ahimbcr of Men and Doys usually em})loyed in Navigating ihe same, which bcdoiigyiig to 
tlie several rolls ot on the oOlii ot September DsO-l. 


J06 1 




in 0^0 fv 


[oclxix PARL. ACCOUNTS. — ^InctAKD . — Viifundvd [ccljtx 

At: Account of the Unfunded Debt of Iket.and. nii«l Dcpjiinds o\tst.':ndin(j, nn tlie 5th 
January, 1805j unck r the rh*aasof Loan Di-lieiiturcs, L.vHuMi'ior ilili.:. Lottery Prizes, 
and Loan from GrcMt Hrit.iii; if.r pr, ini; lli^r I’ri/.es of iIk* Jridi of 1801 : dis- 

tinguishing, under e.jt li Uc k: rosjje»Jlvely, llio Particulars* of wMcli sik hJ)cbtor Demand 
consisted, and also what Pan of the siiil l)(‘bt <»r Demand was tiien pro\i?ied lor, and in 
what Manner j and wh.at Part thereof was unprovided 


Loan D cl' c?i lures : 

Reddue of debentures Iv’aring 4/. per 
cent, inteivbt to the year pro- 

vided to.* oy 27 and 2S Ceu. ill. but 
not clad ned by ! lx- proprietors viz. 

OI'l ioan - - - 

Loan by lottery l/SO 
Lojjibylotttiy 17SI 


E'rhvqi/cr AV/A'.* 

Oulitandliigl'. o heijutT Isllls, pr.'ivided fur 
by .•^ev-*‘ral ai ' > of [ui hament, but not 


ciaimed by 

tnc 

‘ proprietors j viz. 




Payable 

24 

dune - 

1/83 

8 

() 

s 

24 

June - 

i;po - 

50 

0 



2t 

June - 

1 7 ty 1 

100 

0 



2t 

June - 

17()5 - 

200 

0 



25 

J)cr. - 

ir.OH - 

400 

0 

0 


2 1 

June - 

1801 

ICX) 

0 

«! 


24 

June - 

1 802 

lU) 

0 

0 ; 


25 

iMardi 

1 80:5 

127,50 

0 

d 


Exchequer B'lUs not in course of Payment 
till aflcr r-tlh Januanf, lh05.* 

.38 Geo/ HI. p.iy.ible'if; Man h IbOO ('») 






£. 


Tjry o 0 

1250 O 0 
700 O O 


£, 


(a) 2275 0 O 


'( 4 ) 1:5803 a H 




- - 2.5 Oel. 1805 


1 :3axx) 

0 

1 

01 

« 

jKXXXK) 

0 

(•' 

• 

i2(KKXJ() 

0 

0: 

, 

bfxxxx) 

0 

0 


jlfXXVMl 

(} 

o' 


;i(XXhX) 

0 

Oi 



8.5()0(X) O O 


Lottery P) izes : 


i Outstanding lottery prizes of the be\ eral lotteries, fiom the year 17 S 2 tf)j 
the year 1801 

J.oaii from Great Britain, for paying the piizcsof the Irish lotteries 1801. 


lotal - 


813 SOS 6 8 


277SI O O 
20.0000 O O 


1 1 72Sb7 O’ 8 


('‘*) ■ Provision has been mavlc for those sums by several arts of parliament. 

(‘ ) To be provided for by the Grand (’’anal Company, to whom tin y were issued. 
TJie remaining sums to be prusjftcd for. j 
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edxxi] 


/ 


RL. ACCOUNTS.— Ireland.— Belt , 


[cclxxii 


An Account of tlic public funded IIebt of Ireland, as the same stood on the 5<h of .laiiuai-y 
the ditferc'ntluufds in wld- Ii it is invested — the Amount ortlieCa])ital Stock (»f each Inind— 
Dublin respectively — ihcChai ^;cofMaii:igeiiieiit — and the Annual Chai ge for the Reduction 


— 


Payable in DUBLIN ; 





Payable in 

iL 

By tvhat Act^ created. 

laibcd. 

r 

3/. 105, 

1 er Gent 
per Alin 

/. per 
Cliii. pc. 
Ann. 

5/ pci 
Cent, per 
Ann. 

r 

5/. per Cent, 
per A in. 
(Bf :cish 
wiiriency.) 

\l. nor Cent. 
Conr.ol. An. 

(Bi'itisli 

Ciiircncy) 

'3/. per Cent. 
P^cd. Ann. 
(British 
Cuiicncy.) 


L. 


L 

L. 

L. 

h. 

L. 

Geo. III. — — 

*»0. ' 







— 

itCifo. III. ~ — 

! "ro. ■' 



— 

1 

— 

— 

17 0(0.111. — 

'' 0. 

■ 

— 


— 

— 


2 J (J(0. III. 

^ 2f'''v'00 

— 


— 

— 

— 

27 f’rCO. 1 ' I. — 

__ 


— 

— 

— . 

jSUtoIll. — -- 


C 1 • J - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

47, 29, TluJ 31 Cco. II. 


— 

17.. ' 



— 

— 

— 

2^400. IM- — 



— 




— 

— 

Vote ot’cKiiii,! ijuiitf79 ' ^ ^ ■ ' 



1 ■; 

— 

— 


34Ciro. in. — 

1 2r»' ^C| 

— 

. — 




— • 

3^ Geo. JIT. — 

I c., > 

— 

— 

4-" -o 

I l ;; : ■'* ' 


— 1 

.V6 Geo. ill. — — 


— 

— 

04COO-- 

— 

— 

— 

V()r« of ncU.tjiSUct. 

, 

— 


— 

30 C.'O 

— 

— 

37 Geo. III. — 

Z 

-- 

— 

6 3 ^oer 

— 

iSrr '» - 

7.^0 ->o 

3?. Go' ill. — — 

.j . . t ,. 

— 

— 




! lOo-Ooo 

39 Geo. 111. — — 


— 

— 

2oJ 1( OOj 

— 


j I ‘ > 

40 fico III. — — 

ACtd )' )' 

- 

— 

2 3C-c'v.t 

— 

'c ■ j 

1 p.; 

4 1 Gio. III. ~ — 


— 

4‘7b, 

— 

3125 '^0 

iz :, 

4: Geo. III. — — 

SyfjtOfit , 

1770232 

— 

— 

— 


1 12' 

43 Geo. III. — — 

2i6C^>6^)| — 

— 

— 

— 


, if :> 

44 Geo. III. — — 

; ' 

f — 

Bank of Iiela^d. 

6 12 

^ 1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 




M0453* 


4^369000^ 

4 30^000 

W 

22 and 3 ■■ Geo. III. — 

6coc'.oc, 





6j»<' i 

— 

' 


37 Geo. 111. — — ' 

JCCCC j 



ixc.-J 


“ 



1 

»j!sii47; 

i746(a 

1 1 623450' 

}! 

i 

I 90 ->-^00 

Iridi 

s^’uircnry ; 

2038333 

ZoqjjOjOO 
Irish , 
Cuiicrm y : 

222J 1664 

127^8750 ‘ 
•'.Irish 

Cui rt‘i\;jy ; 
138219V 


)r 

« 


W. 3, Tor w int nf ronm the shil'infr^, penre^ and farihing^, 
are left cut all though thu accounts 



Total Principal Dcbt| on the 5th 




Cclxxiii] 


PARL. .ACCOtJNTS.— iRELAijb.— iFV/nc/eJ Dclt. 


[cdxxiy 


1805 ; distinguishing the Years in which each Part thereof was created; distinguishing also 
the Annual Interest and Annuities, and the several Portions thereof jia^aLle in London and 
of the said Debt. 



LONDON : 



Annultic 
on Live 
& Term 
ot Ycai. 

s Charge 
< of 

^1anagl« 
mcui. 

Anuiial Charge foi Redemp- 
tion of Xational Debt. 

Total 

i 

• Annual 

1 Ezpem^. 


3/. per Cent 
Consi)f. Ann 
to commenc 
from 5 J u. 

1 80S 

(British Cur. 

) 

■4/. per Cent 
Consol. Am* 
(British Cur.] 

Annual 

IlltClCSt. 

i r- 

• ' Pursuant to 
Acc^'^Ceo.IlI 
I tor Redrmp- 
Ition ot Deb 
liien (.listing 

! 

Ifly Acts pro- 
Ividing 1/. pet 
jCcnt. for Re- 
demption of 
Debts ( rc-itcd 
since I797. 


Z. 

L. 

L. 

Z. 

I ^9^0 

Z. 

L, 

Z. 

U 


— — 

„ ^ — 


105C0 

llcOo 


— . — 

(Life Ann.) 

49; 17 


^ — 

— . — 

' } 

— 


2250 

(Expired All.) 

2 2rO 




— ^ 

j 3913!' 

— 

— 

—. — 

— , — 

391 3S 


— 

— — 

6984 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

6934 




— — 



— 

— — 

— — . 

1750a 


— — 

— — 

514^2 

I '^296 i 

346 

! ^ 

— — 

6211; 


__ — 

— 

. 795^3 

18058 


j 


98:97 






f 48250 

23437 

3^9 

! ““ ““ 

MM 

72007 


— 

30O0C0 

i;oo6; 

5281 

1 . 3^7 


38714 

243^0 r 


— ' — 

— — 

132747 


1820 


64406 

y 4 ; 6 '> 


— — 

— , — 

I 7 rl 7 i 


2369 

— — 

7687? 

35 '" 4 i») 


— — 

— — 

227050 

— 

M 39 

i — 

i 90 t(> 

2 8?.so^ 


— 

— — 

I.)4S.|6 


2<^53 

— 

47595 J 1 

r 94 C 48 



■ — — 

I 45 JO« 


1 iSo 

___ 

46294 

1 9 08 < 


— — 

— — 

io4oor 

6951 

1 6 ;o 

_ 

3^346 

1 > 479 ^* 




336401 


3991 

i 


103770 

* '1 

• 

443164 


— — . 

— — 

30000 

— 

— 1 



— — 

30-00 




2 5COC. 

18125 

-'3092 

z z 

5000 1 

4 .'<r- 

.' 0 . 2 . 


139230 

..ish 

300000 

Irish 

f 8 .S '7479 

n^'376 1 

731 

( rSs 

i 

1 . 

-■i ■ .54 


Currency : 
150 S 54 


/ 

^25000 

M 0854 

138211)79 
21151666 
20583^3 
z I 61 54 50 
1 746^0 
2888472 


janui'^y 1805 


♦ Management on so much of the debt payable in 
Dublin as has been coiivci ted into stock, transtcrabie 
at the Bank of Ireland. 1 'hc remainder is not chalj^e- 
ablc with management. 


Appendix FuL 



cclxxv] PARL, ACCOtJNTS.— Irblajtd.-— /fcct^unis, [cclikhT 

An Account, shewing how the Monies gianted for the Service of the Year 1804 , for Ire- 
land, have been disposed of; distinguished under the sevbral Heads; stated in Irish/ 
Currency, 


SERVICES. 


Forca T 


I Stirn^ franrecl. | Sums paid. 


£• 

ii 579»2 

7^833 

* 475 t 


s, 

3 

6 g| 

o 7! 


- 1421^ U o 


— lOlOOO o o 


/rmy with garrisons and tlieir inci- 
dents (i i 6 il 6 gl. 28. I irf. Riiti*.)!) 
AugmcDiatinn of the forces 

(70000 1 Krilish) 

7 nc Queen’s German regiment 
(228401. 17s. 6tJ. British) — 
Allow.'ince to non-commissioned 
oflicers and privatc-nicn for 
small beer, and while on i march, 
(6S6ijl. British) part of 
108464!. os. ^d. British 
On account of the reciuiting ser 
vice and contingent csLpcnses of 
the regular forces (9 ',2 ;ol.i58.5d 
British, part of 98635 1 . 12s. 2d. 
British) — 

Militia, (640657 1 . f 7s. British) — 

Contif'gcncics for emhodied mili- 
tia 1 r 129!. 7s* Briti-sh — 

Allowance to non-coinmifsioncd 
ofliccrs and private-men, for 
small heev, and while on a 
march (308^1 1 . 9s. 3d. British,) 
part of 1^84641 9s. 3d. Biitish 


Volunteer corps, ^1290567 1 . 1 3s. i id. Biitish) — 
Kccruiting, contingencies, Sec. (^404!% i6.s. 9d. Bii- 
cisli,the icMiliie of 98635 1 . 12s. id. British, after 
dcducting.9 32301. 15s. 5d. British, placed to the 
head of army) — — — — — 

Geucial staff oilicers, including the permanent il- 
low'inces of the medical board (61037 1, 3’'* 9*^* 

Biiiisii ^ ' • ■ 

SupernnmeraTy oilicers of his majesty^i forces, 

^9341.. 6^'.^d. British) — 

Miistcr mastei gencial, and other principal oflitersl 
of several public d(^i?,rtmcnts, their dcputics,| 
clerks, and contingent, expenses (8844I. 14s. 3d 

British) — 

J Pav orticers, and reduced chapKtins (4421 5 1. 115.511. 

British) — 479^0 5 

Military allowances to reduced 
officers of the land fcrcc« 

(665 1 . 8s. 6d. British) 720 17 


694046 o 
12056 15 io| 

43171 S 4 


- 


1533 * so 5 4 


In and out, pensioners of the royal hospital neai 

^ Rilirainliam (4 ',241 1 . 2s. Jd. British) 

Pens ons to the widows of officeis of the land forces,] 
and expenses attending the s.in:c (6cnoI. Brif'-li) 
Barrack department (461 887 1 . 6s. lod B'-itish) — j 
General hospital expcn*^cs, and the charge of the 
royal military infiimary in Dublin (235381.9$. 3d ^ 

British) — - 

Extraordinary services of the army (6rocool. British) 
Office of oidoancc (304615!. 7s. S?d. 

British) — —330000 o 


1392341 19 10 


7 d 9 i 7 .f 4 * 

736468 9 4i 

1398115 0 0 

622615 1 0 

5855 4 

1769 0 7, 

66123 12 4t 

^5954 9 > 

1012 3 7 

iciz 3 7 

95 *' *5 54 

6411 13 I 

48621 a 7 

36105 2 34 

49011 3 11^ 

415x1 12 4I 

6 cco 0 0 

6482 4 9i 

5 '‘‘^o 77 19 0 

493228 6 10^ 

2 1:500 0 0 

a 4«42 3 lo 

65C000 0 0 

489578 9 14 


Remains. 


r. 


141508 5 6 


12^06 I4 9} 

775499 >9 o 


4 c86 4 2-1 

169 3 

3170 2 44 


7499 1* 6r^.. 

17 IS 2? 
7149 li 

657 16 2 

4 

/• 

160421 10 zo 


Ctrried forward 



V 


ccJxxviQ PARL. A<:COUNTS.--Ireland.— ' [cdxxviji 

All Account, shewing how tho Monies granted for the Service of the Year 1804 , for Irsv 
LAND, have been disposed of; distinguished under tlie severiii Heads; stated in Irish 
Currency. — ( Continued) 


S E R V’ IC E S — Csfl// ntf f i/. 


Fnrcn : 


Brouglir forward 
More to replace a like sum, a<I> 
vaiiccd hy the Exchequer in 
Ireland (from the vote of etc- 
dit) for orcliiaticc services to 
the ^rst Pecemher, iSj;, bc- 
yoiici thegr»nt ol p.irliameor 
fOTihcsiid yi ai (646(3l.7*>.8d. 
British) 


70000 o o 


Vote of credit, to enable !ils maj^sJy to take such 
measures as tlic ( xigeOvV of alVaiia mav icqutrc 
For paying tifl'ancl clisehatging ii easin') bilb, uiit ir 
the year 1S04 ^ — 

Pull’c Ojicen fur uverul Sftv/cet : 

Accolintant-neueial ■ — — 

Di'puty-accuuiitant-gencral — — 

Fxaminator of corn bounties 

Inspector-general of nnpotts and exports 

First clerk to ditto ^ ^ — 

hi<iniina:or ot cxci^ic — ■ — > 

Assistant cxamiiiator of exci.‘c — — 

Clerk in the odice of the auditor of the exchequer 

Mi^ceUaneem Suvicst: 

Civil Buildings — ^ — — — . 

Printing and bir.ding 150 copies of the Public Gc 

acral Acts of 44(1) Geo. 111 . — 

Publishing proclamations and advritisements in tin 

Dublin Gazette ami other newsp.ipci s 

Printing, stationary, and other dibbuiscment.s, for 

sevcial public odiccs in Dublin Castle 

Treasury incidents — - ■ — 

Appichending public oflenders 

Criminal prosccuiions and other law expenses of go- 
vernment — — ■ — — — 

Expense of pntique in the port of Dublin 

Working his Majesty's gold mine in the county ol’ 

Wicklow ■ - '■■■ — 

Cloathing battle axe guards — 

Cloathing his Majesty ’» heralds puruivauts at arms.j 
and state trumpeters, for thicc years, from lythi 

March, 1804 — 

The purchase of the Palace of the Archbishop ol 
sDubliii* at Saint Sepulchre’s » ■ 

• Pul/fic Boardt : 

.^oard of First Fruits, for building new and repair- 
ing old churches, &c. — — — 

Commissioners for making wide and convenient 

streets in Dublin 

Corporation for paving, cleansing, and lighting tin 

streets of Dublin — ~ 

The Dublin Society for piomuting husbandry and 
* other useful arts — — 


Sums granted. 


£• 


Sums paid 




4.00CO 

0 

0 

400.100 

0 

0 

Koov'oo 

0 

Q 

192762 

9 

IO| 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

C 

1 70C000 

0 

• 

^40 

0 

0 


0 

0 

24--) 

0 

0 

2 fO 

0 

0 

2. 0 

0 

0 

2 00 

0 

0 


0 

0 

2 ;o 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

2 00 

0 

0 

20 j 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

ISO 

0 

0 

ISO 

0 

0 

2C0 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

25000 

0 

0 

S 5 wOO 

0 

0 

900 

0 

0 

900 


0 

7026 

9 

10^ 

7026 

9 

lOj 

20410 

0 

0 

2 04ro 

0 

0 

2 jOO 

0 

0 

2000 

0 


5000 

0 

0 

3:^7 

- 

2 5COO 

0 

0 

25oo<r 

0 

0 

IC47 

to 

2 

*047, 

10 

2 

I;o; 

s 

Si 

I 4 iM 

3 

5 i 

740 

0 

0 

740 

0 

u 

io 36 

0 

0 

1086 

0 

0 

7000 

0 

0 

7000 

0 

0 

5030 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

4500 

0 

0 

4500 

0 

0 

1 0000 

0 

0 

xoooo 

0 

0 

5500 

0 

0 

5JOO 

1 

0 

0 


Remains 


607037 10 


1762 17 


Carried ferward 



ccjxxix] PARL. ACCOUNTS.— Ireland.— Accounts, • [cclxxx 

An Account shewing how the Monies granted for the Service of the Year 1804, for Ire- 
land, have been disposed ofj distinguished under the several Heads j stated in Irish 
Currency. — ( Continued. J 


SERVICES — Continued, I Sums granted. | Sums paid. | Remains. 


Tulfiic Beards : r. d. i. d. u d. 

Brought forward — — — 

More towards completing addirional bnitditig$, 

&c. at rhcii Repositor) and Boianic Garden 4500 o o 4500 o o 

farming Society - - ■ — — 2000 o o 2000 o o 

Linen and hempen manufacture 21600 o o 21600 o o 

Tublle Itospitnls and Scho^th * 

Incorporated Society for piomoting English Protes- ^ 

tan: Schools — — — 20129 6 4 20129 6 4 

Secretary to the Commissioners of Charitable Dona- 
tions and Bequests — 400 o o 400 o o 

/kS'^ociation for diBcountcnancing Vice, and ptomo> 
ting the Knowledge and Practira of the Chtistian 

Religion 1000 o o lono o o 

female Orphan Hou<e, near Dublin — 11:1117 14 12I1I7 i 4 

J'eniiciJtiary tor young c:nminals, in Dublin — - 1750 o o i7<;o o o 

rouudling f'ospical, in Dublin ■ — - 22s<^o o n 22500 o o 

Jl'bci Ilian .Marine Society 19^*; 14 8 14 ?, 

Hibernian School for Soldiers’ Children — 4500 o o o o 

Westmorland Lock Hospicil, in Dublin — 7127 o o 6749 o 477 7 o 

I’cvcr Hospitar and Hou c of Recovery, in Dublin 515 9 3^, CT5 9 3^ 

Hi use of Indufitiy, 111 Dublin 18399 16 i‘ 1^319 16 i 

Roman Catholic Seminary — 8000 o o 8ooi> o o 

l^ospital, Dublin — — — 4^1^ o 6 2315 o 6 

£ 18165100 i 3 9!'645«5 20 8 17346S0 10 35- 





INDEX TO DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS, 


A. 

Atholl, Duke of; his claim, 722, 
7fi4, 773, 805, 817, 837. 

C. 

Callico Printers* Pcfition, 1 17 
Continental Connexions, 1 64 
Com Bill, 721 

Custom House Fees* Regulation 
Bill, 722 

F. 

Fox, Conduct of Judge, 2, 35, 45, 
72,120, 139. 154, 105, l/S, 
184, 242, |32 1, 380, 425, 446, 
533, 548, 620, 035 

G. 

Gardners Divorce Bill, 621 


Impeachment ot Lord Melville, 
015, 

^rdund, State of, n7» 437 


J. 

Johnson, Arrest of Mr. Justice, 
557- 

K. 

King's Message, 447, 460 
King's Speech, 83d 

Lancashire Justices' Salary Bill, 
238 

Local Oaths' Bill, 6 

M. 

Melville, Txird, Impeachment of, 
615, 703 

Message from th,: King, 417, 460 

N. 

Navy, State of, 7-2 

O. 

Offenders* E'.capc Bill, 622 

1 Padlington Canil, Coal Bill, 80t 
‘ J*ancras Poor Bill, 1 16, 2»0 


S. 

Smuggling Prevention Bill, 73I9 

MO > 

State ot ihc N.ivy, 72 
StipcMih (re Curates* Bill, 343^ 
381 *, 703 

T. 

Te'ish's Divorce Bill, 324,428 
T ‘lliison’*! Anpe il, 549, 557 
Trust Monies, 635 
Tiottrr’s Indemnity Bill, 792, 

812, H21, 825 

U. 

Universities Advowson Bill, 5 
W. 

Wi’st India Accounts, 34 
VVcNt India Bills, 12» 

VVt‘st 'ndics Tr ule between Ame- 
rica .ind the, S'lS, 73! 

Woollen Manufacturer's Pet tion^ 
633 


INDEX TO DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


.A 

Army, State of tbe. 137 , 567,649 
Articles of Impe.ielinit nt a^fun^.t 
Lord Melv.l’c, 7.38 
Atholl, D ike of ; his Clnim, 52, 
210, 240, 151, 628, 711 » 

720 

C. 

Callico Pi intci s' Petition, 146 
CamlxTV.'ch Wa'crwoiks’ EilljiOO 
ComniiiOc of Sujipiv, 150 
Continental Conr.exi^jns, 14,4.50, 
535 

D. 

publin Paivng Hi’i, ll-’ 
iDuckwoith, C'unduei ot .Xtlmir'il, 
161, l\3 « 

i^.nancial Piojiositir.ns, Mr. Juhi»- 

stone's, 75 1 , b3 7 

G. 

Grogan*s Attainder, 3i 

I. 

Impeachment of Loul IMclvillc, 
121 , i"*o, 1 'I 9 . 7 ? 9 , 329 , 484, 
537, 567, 61h, 737, 7‘JC» 
s' 3 

IndiJ, in, 566.644 
lush Clergy, Non Kcsi'Iencc of, 
172 ' 

^li'h Commi si '’V’r.' of Conuj'vii 
bation^. 4J2 


Tm4i Cus tomb* R cgulation Bill, 
129. 

Irish Secret Service Monev, 36 

J. 

Jolinst* ine ; Case of Coloni 1 Coch- 
rane, 64 8 

J^ ne^. Petition «'f Air. Toild, 0 J I , 
7 93 

K. 

King’, ^klcsbagc* 160, 53 5 

f.an.'aster Jiisof Salary Bill, 122 

M 

MeMllc Lc nl, li ipeaclimtnt o*', 
' 121 , 119 . !«‘l, 3‘:9, 4M, 

57 , oil?, 74 ;, 79 O, 805, M »3 

Mt'.s'ge tiom ihe King, I 60 , 5.'3 5 

Alid’’’e'»ex Kle^iMni, 169 

Military Cjianiis:.!oiiu’s Bill, 14 , 
26 

N. 

Njval Asylum, 130 

Naval Conuiii biont i.-.' Renewal 
I*<lU-.*7 

Nnv,.l Enquirv; S-*lcct Ci mmit- 
tee on the LI vtnth Report ot 
the CoTiimi'.'.iu: rrs of, .>0 

Navil I'nquii V ; iVItmmi.dof the 
Nciv) Board in answer to the 
'I'l ltd Report of the C^mr.iis- 
sioners.of, 8.4.'. 839 \ 

Ou.lc, Nftibch . Mr. A.ullli mo- 


tii)n for jlapcrs rt-laiing ro, 562, 
613 

P. 

P.uldingtoii Canal Coal Bill, ifl3 
Pitr Mr.: Conductor, relative to 
the Loan to Boyd and Bcnheld, 
161,385 

Pop'ianv Sir Ilame, Conduct of, 
163, 728, 796 

Prve Ajrent y * 'ill. 13 2, 17 t 
Public.An 11:'., St ne of, 192, 400 
S. 

Sro;lp”d, Kirk of S27 
S'i'jy,;!in; Prevcutijii Bill, 62Q, 

(1 . f ) 

S iuthi rn Whulc Fi.'-hery Bill. 729, 
770 

State (,f ih>* Aimv in?, 567, 610 
State of I'l ^ !C Ada o, l<)2, 490 
Stipen.liAiv Cuuilcs'Bill, 41, ‘152, 
737 * 

T. 

Ti.nli''r, (Growth ot' irii 
'I ovviiIlmm C'o'.lei non j 7(j 
'I’rotic.''! Ir.Jen iiily loll, 7 19 “28, 
7 5 1,767, 

V. 

V.iieeri!, ^^^ll Naval Admw 
iii'itrolMin or, .561, 7v>6, 724 

W, 

AVoolK'ii Mr.ufactur, r’.s Bdl, 
Wii.iht; (’:i e ot C-qAiiin, 806^ 

‘:2.> t; J 1 



INDEX OF NAMES, 


A. 

Abcrcorn, Marquis of, SA, 45, 4B 
Asa^h, Bishop of St. 5, 240, 244» 
383*, 42H, 022, 704 
Auckland, Lord, 2, 4, 3, 35, 40, 
127, 156, 157, 166, 215, bSO*, 
38l*„ 425, 427, 430 


B. 

Bolton, Lord, 380* 

Bridgewater, £.irl of, 240, 244, 
383* 

Buckingham, Marquis of, 166,2 1 4, 
324, 326, 559, 722, 7i3, 766> 
773, 781 804, 805 
Buckinghanibhire, tarl of, 107, 
179 , 238 , 239,815 


C. - 

Camden, Earl, 471, 558, 733 
Carlcton, Lord, 72, 127, 139, 

14-2 

Carlisle, Earl of, -47, 142, 165, 179. 

181. 469. 482, 783 
Carnarvon, Earl of, 141,, 143,324, 
• 420', 429. 475 

Carysfort, Earl of 113f 181, 461, 
736,815 , 

Claience, Duke of, 99, 107, 177> 

803 

D. 

Parnley, Earl, HO, 472 


E. 

Eldon, Lord, sre T ord Chancellor 
Eilenborouqh, Lord, i(i;, 176, 

IbB, 187, lyo, 773 j 776, 790 


F. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


G. 


Grenville, Lord, 155, 15 7, 446, 
478, 482 


H. 

Harrowhy, Lord, 49» 474, 704, 
7oi, 736, 779. 001 
llawkcshury. Lord, 5, 31, 35, 46, 
48. 105, 124, 126, 140, 156, 
177, 179, 186,242,380*, 382*, 
4 26, 430, 4 13, 4 17, 467, 549, 
554, 559,620, 634, 63'., 721, 
734, 765, 791» 798, 801, 803, 
813 

Holland, Lord, 48, 103, 1 13, 47B, 
558, 634, 703, 721, 731, 736, 
765,773, 800, 802, 804 


Mulgravc, Lord, 4. 48, 156, lfl6> 
184, 461, 465, 549, 553, 788, 
815 

N. 

Vorfolk, Duke of, 442, 704, 722, 

765, 792, 813 

O. 

Oxford, Bishop of, 5 

R. 

Radnor, Earl of, 6, 7, j 42, 239 


K. 


S. 


Ring, Lord, 117 

L. 


Limerick, Earl of, l tl, 411, 735 
London, Bishop of, 243, 245, 383*, 

701 

Lord Chancellor, 2, 3, 5, 7. 46, 
126, l'’8, Il3, 155, 157, 165, 
177. 179, 186, J89. 190, 241, 
212, 244, "^.4,325, 327, 381*, 
3S2*, 427, 431, 181, 533, 5.^2, 
554, 557, 559, 621, 623, 634, 
635, 7«3, 764, 766, 773, 790, 
792, 798, 805, 811, 814, 815, 
8(6, 838 


Sidmouth,Lord, 5. lOi, 17S,381*, 
475, 783, 813, 814,816 
Sligo, Marqnis of, 126, 1 13 
Somcrion, Lord, 142 
Spencer, Eail, 179, 186, 473 
Stanhope, Eurl, 635, 725 
Sullolk, Earl of, 5,34, 108,109, 
116, 117, 118, 121, 125, 126» 
241, 243, 214, 382*, 437, 445, 
471, 703, 703, 721, 736j 762, 
788, 797, 601 


V. 

Vincent, Earl St. 97 



M. 

Melville, Lord, 78, 109 
Minto, Lord, 177, 180, 185, 188, 
242, 243, 815 

Montrose, Duke of, 5SS, 559,634, 
735. 736, 765 


W, 


Wales, H. R. H. the Prince of, 

4 82 

Westmeath, Earl of, 623 
Westmoreland, Earl of, .s, 479, 
550; 722, 793, 773,774, J04 


Eiizwiliiam, Earl, 2.t5 



INDl^ OF NAMES. 

.4TOUSE OF COMMONS. 

% 


A. 

Abbot, Rt. Hon C. sa Speaker. 
Addington, llilev. 21, 217,315, 
013. 

Alexander, H. lit, 152, 174, 

317, 728, 730, ib’d. 

Attorney General. (lion. S. Pcici- 
valj 20, 1.54, 370, J21, 422, 
430, 484, 400, 607, 047, 737, 
837 

B. 

Ba^er, W. lOi, 193 
Bunkes, W. 30.3, 190, 54 5, 546, 
579, 580, 5fi3, 715 
arham, J 44,152,450, 715,720 
iSat hurst, B. 371 
Bcrnel, R. 200 
lifikclcy, (7. C 137 
Bt t, W. D. 20, .56, 754 
m ijiufic, I Old Dc, 114, 1 15, 937 
763, 7/0 

Bond, N. 2.1 ■>, 306, 423, 4«4, 480, 

488 , :i07» 573, 577 

Bourne, S. 632, 646, 720, 755, 
76H 

Biookc, Lord, 773 
Brc'wne. D. 40, 1 15 
Browne, I. H. 4 2, 153, 314 
Buidon, K. 184 

Burioiiths, Sir W. QO, 103, 234, 
566, 585, 7I6, 728, 754, 706 
Bui Ion, F. 4 2 
Buxton, Sir K. 122, 573 


C. 

Calcraft, J. 7 20, 72i> 

Canning, G. 150, 362, 421, 489, 
ifclO, 837, 

Carew, P.*j53 
Caitwvght, W! R. 310 
Castlcrecighj'Uml, 342, 3.S7, 410, 
423, 500, 56»5, 567,044, 045, 

Chancellor of the Ezchequer, (Rt. 
Hon W. Titt) 13, 14, 17. 10, 
20,20, 27, 44, 63, 123, 132, 
238, 130, 140, 1.51, lOi, 163, 
174, 102, 236, 323, 397, 412, 
450, 486, 527, 535, .540, 547, 
56f, 504, 014, 630, 631, 646, 
707, /•lO, 753, 768, b07, 634, 
835, 830, 837 

Cocks, S. 318 
Corry, 1. 435 


Craufurd, K. 132, 567, 640, 761 
Creevry, T. I60, 246, 435, 436, 
548, 720 

Curtis, *'ir W. 730 
Curwen, J. 53, 210, 247, 459, 
547, 628, 715 


D. 

Dcvercll, R. l.5c 
Dickinson, VV. jun. 238, 835 
Dillon, 1 1. A. 421 
Dolbiu, Sir W. 162 
Dumlas, W. ser Secretary at War 
Dundas, R. 130, 049, 357, 614, 
753 

E. 

El ford , SirW 1 62, 200, 711,715, 
710. 752, 767 
Ellison, R. 360 
Eiskine, Sir W. 007 


F. 

Fcllowcs, W. 44, 632 
Fitzgerald, J. 129,174 
Fii/gcrald, M. 2S 
Fit/p:itfick, K. 6 lH 
Foster, J. 31, 115, 1,30 
Fox, C. 13, i(J, 17, 19, 20, 27, 
08, 1.52, 412, 422, 4.50, 400, 
4S7, 520, 536, 51.3, 609, 0*42 
Fiancis, 1*. :>oc, 644 
Fiankland, \V. 4 51 
Fuller, J. 153, 029, 696 


G. 

Gibbs, Sir V. scr Solicitor General 
Giddy, D. 455, 629 
Gile.s, D 15, 21, 768, 836 
Glenticivie, Lord, 54, 209, 236, 
420 

Graham, J. 153, 716 
Graham, Sir W. f*e Master of the 
Rolls 

Gicy, C. 12, 10, 27, 102, 23fi, 
350, 420, 451, 490, 531, fc.JO, 
646 

11 . 

IlaiKOiid, Sir A. S. 70, 7^6^07, 


709, 83.5, 336, 837, 842 
Ilarrisun, J. 4 56, 489 
Harvey, E. 210 
llriineker, Ia>jd, 456 
I fill, Sir G. 174 
llippcsley, Sir J. C. 43 
Hurst, R. 122 
HtLskisson, \V. 184, 730 
llutchiason, C. H. 42.3 


J. 

Jeffery. J. 561, 562, 708, 709, 
716, 711, 7:5, roh, 727, 728 

Johnstone, G la;, 1 74,^456, 720, 

754,770,837 


K. 


Ker, R. G 615 

Kiiinaird, C. 163, 455, 707, 710, 
835, 840; S42 


L. 

« 

Lascclles, II 150, 1 .51, lOl, 410, 
419 120 422 
I aurcMCc, F. 137, 647 
IxfVviC, S. 122 
Lenox. C. O07 

J.ej center, 11. 121, 322, 557, 568, 
577, .5 83 

J-ong, C. 5*46 * • 


M. 


Markham, J., 21, 27* 135, 1C2, 
193, 209, .561, 797, .703, 724. 

725, 728 

Martin, J., 134 
Martin, R.,31 

Master of the Rol's, (Sir W. 

Grant) 170, 172, 310, 423 
Milbaiike, Sir R., Ih3 
Mooic, P., 146, 1 10, 610 


N. 


Newport Sir J. 36, 40, 1 1 5, 172, 

432, 434 

Niclioils, sir J. 134, 139 
Norton, J. C., 697 





P^uU, J. S62, 566, 643, 644 
Peele, Sir R V2i 
Percival, i:. see Attorney Ge- 
neral 

Petty, Lord H., 320, 544, 584, 
730, 767j 808 
Pierrepoinfi C. H., I3i 
Pitt, Rt. Hon. W., see Chancellor 
of the Exchequer 
Pole, “ir C. t32, i35, 137 
Pole. W. W., 506, 643, 836 
Pomori'oy, G. 17, 38, 4J4 
Ponwnby, W., 1 16 
Porch('<uer, [x>rd, 41, 153 
Price, Sir C , 72D, 771 
Pultcney, Sir J., 607 
Fytehes, J., 318 


R. 


Ridley, Sir M. W , 184 
Rose, G., 15, 17, 19, 139, 148, 
410, 452, 400, 736, 763, 

771 

B^er, R.,376 




INDEX OF NAMES, 

s. 

Scott, SirW., 136, i75 
Secretaiy at War fW. DuniLj) 
507,609 :2», 836 
ShendaP, R. U., 237, 42o, 458, 
4HH, .S»« 64 3- Pi2 
Sm-th Sii Sidney, 832 
Smnh W«, 20, 422, 545, 546, 
716 .20, 

Solicitof General, Sir V. Gibbs) 

577 

Speaker, the ''Rt. Mon. C. Abbot) 
163, 170 , 103, 240,412, 580, 
711, 726, 760, 705, 706, 835, 
841 

Stanhope S 1R4 
Stanlcv T. 730 
Stewart, Sir J. 103 
Stuart, W. 608 


T. 

Temple, Earl, 236, 313, 520, 715 
720, 808 

Thornton H. 170, 435 
Thornton, S. 4*20 
Tierney, £r. 16O, 7 00, 726, 727, 
728 


’ ’ V 

V. 

Vansittart, G. 36o 
Vansittart, N. 38, 112,116, lf4 
433, 434, 643 

w. 

Warren, Sir J. B. 130, 135 ' 

Western, C. 42 

Whitbread S. 18, 20, 121, 1* ■ 
160, 151. 280 310, 370. 3 
423, 484, 48G, 602, 61S, 7 

720, 728, 737, 751, 753, 7 i • 
y07, 770, 796, 797 * 708 , 806 | 
808 

Wickham, W. 703 
Wilbjrfoice. W. 131, 237, 318, 
323, 333, 4:2,450,619, 711, 
790, *^05 

W'Uiams, R. 456, 500 
Windham, W. 237- 421, ‘'456, 513, 
520. 546, 566, 500. 620, 630, 
647, 698, 712, 730, 808, 631, 
Woi>d, M. 161, 103, 210 
t^^ynne, C. 43, 586, 754, 806 


Young, Sir W. 172, 454 




END OF VOL. y. 





Cox, SoD^ .nod Bays'S, Gi. Uueea Str. 








